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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Seasonal blessing
The Reedville community last week sought God’s blessing on 
the commercial and recreational fishing fleet. A slide show 
covering the ceremony may be viewed at RRecord.com.
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Some 25 Lancaster High School 
students were honored April 

28 at the second annual Celebra-
tion of Excellence banquet hosted 
by the Lancaster County Educa-
tion Foundation at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

The students were honored for 
their high academic achievements, 
said foundation treasurer Margaret 
Socey.

“The foundation wanted to rec-
ognize academic excellence so stu-
dents would aspire knowing they 
would be honored,” said Socey. 

This is just one of the programs 
the foundation funds annually, she 
said. Other programs include mini-
grants for teachers to implement 
innovative ideas in the classroom 
and a yearly trip to Washington, 
D.C., for all third-grade students.

Motivational speaker “Uncle 
Ty-Rone,” whose day job is a 

children’s ventriloquist, urged the 
students to follow their dreams and 
pursue their goals despite chal-
lenges.

From age 7, he knew he wanted 
to be a ventriloquist after seeing 
a television show with Edgar 
Bergen, he said.

From an even earlier age he had 
started developing the skills that 
would one day prove helpful. At 
the age of 3, his 5-year-old brother 
died. They had been inseparable. 
Missing his playmate, he started 
making puppets out of his socks 
and talked to them and for them. 

He recalled seeing a classmate 
bring a puppet to school and he 
made his puppet talk. He decided 
he had to have one and the Edgar 
Bergen show reinforced his dream.

However, there were challenges 
to overcome, he explained. He 
didn’t like books and he didn’t like 
to read. 

His father used reading as an 

incentive, telling him if he learned 
to read he would buy him a puppet. 

Uncle Ty-Rone visited the 
library and found a book, but not 
just any book. The book he chose 
was Fun With Ventriloquism by 
Alexander Van Rensselaer. He 
learned to read the book and con-
tinued to read it over and over.

“That book was the spark my 
parents needed to get me to read.” 
he said. “I read that book every 
day.”

His teacher was so impressed 
with his new attitude towards 
books that she gave him the chance 
to put on a ventriloquism show 
for the entire school. The teacher 
also recognized he had learned to 
change his voice and urged him 
on. “This is your calling,” she told 
him.

Years later, he presented a ven-
triloquism show at a library and 
the librarian recognized him as the 

Prayers cast for safe and successful season
The Reedville commercial and recreational fishing community celebrated the 41st annual Blessing 
of the Fleet Sunday at the old Morris-Fisher factory tall stack property off Menhaden Road. Local 
clergy read related scripture and offered prayers for God’s blessing on the fishermen, pilots, ships, 
planes, nets, aids to navigation and the stack, as well as for an abundant harvest, the enjoyment of 
those who pursue recreation on the water, for the safe return of all and for those lost at sea. The 
principal speaker, the Rev. Dr. Howard Hanchey, addressed the mighty menhaden, the Chesapeake 
Bay and the recently repaired tall stack, a symbol of local heritage. Above, representatives from 
American Legion Post 117 cast a memorial wreath in memory of those lost at sea. From left, 
they are Charles Walters, Paul Robinson and George Conley.  The ceremony was sponsored by 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church-Fleeton and Omega Protein Inc.  A related slide show is posted at 
RRecord.com. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

LANCASTER—A 20-year-old 
lawsuit became a stumbling block 
last week for Lancaster supervi-
sors considering the adoption of a 
proposed 2011 redistricting plan. 
A vote was tabled pending clari-
fication of the law by the county 
attorney.

 Supervisors will meet at 5:30 
p.m. tonight (May 5) to continue 
the discussion and vote on a plan. 

While the discussion centered 
around the usual political gains 
and losses in each district, the 
board members weren’t prepared 
for an unexpected bombshell that 
awaited them in the public hear-
ing.

The Rev. Gayl Fowler, the only 
surviving member in a winning 
1991 lawsuit against the county on 
redistricting, said Lancaster has a 
legal obligation to base redistrict-
ing boundaries on the voting age 
population figures and not 2010 
census numbers.

“In Taylor vs. Forrester, the 
county lost because (the 1991 
redistricting plan) wasn’t based 
on voting age,” Fowler said during 

the public hearing. She said the 
citizen committee tasked with 
recommending 2011 boundary 
adjustments failed to follow the 
terms set down in that judgement 
to assure that Districts 2 and 4 had 
a majority of black voters. “You 
need to check before you send this 
(plan) out.”

While the proposed new bound-
aries show District 2 would main-
tain a 55%  minority population 
and District 4 a 54% minority 
population, Fowler argued the 
lawsuit provided the two minor-
ity-majority districts must main-
tain a voting population of 65% 
African-Americans. Without that 
percentage, “...black candidates 
cannot win election,” she said.

“We’ve had two black super-
visors sitting since 1991,” said 
county administrator William 
Pennell Jr.

“The Justice Department 
approved the plan 10 years ago,” 
said chair Wally Beauchamp, of 
the 2001 redistricting plan. At that 
time, boundary lines were drawn 
based on census numbers and the 
two minority districts had less 

LANCASTER—Presenting the fiscal year 2011-12 
school budget to supervisors last week, outgoing super-
intendent Susan Sciabbarrasi was asked to give an assess-
ment of the strengths and weaknesses of the school dis-
trict. Sciabbarrasi previously announced she is taking early 
retirement for personal and health issues.

“Could you give us a quick swat analysis of where the 
system is?” asked supervisor Jack Russell. He also asked 
about the future plans for the high school graduates and 
the challenges faced by a new superintendent. 

Sciabbarrasi noted that of the 98 seniors, 50 plan to 
attend a four-year college, 22 will attend junior collage, 
20 will attend trade schools and six will seek employment. 
She credited an “outstanding staff ” with the district’s low 
dropout rate and high percentage of students who graduate 

on time (within the four years allotted for high school).
Most of the district’s weaknesses stem from the econ-

omy, she said, noting the district has a large percentage 
of students who fall in the 
economically disadvan-
taged category.

“We have excellent, 
involved parents,” she said. 
However, the three school 
facilities garnered less than 
adequate marks.

“They’re old...larger maintenance is required with older 
buildings,” she said, explaining that the primary school 
presents “the most difficulties.” 

She noted the high school was “built as an open-con-
cept school with large rooms” to accommodate several 
classes running simultaneously. “That didn’t work out...

so walls were put up everywhere...but that led to the heat 
and air conditioning running constantly,” she said. “Due to 
the walls, one classroom is warm while next door is cold 

because they don’t have 
thermostat controls.” 

She said an “excellent 
maintenance staff ” is doing 
what they can with the major 
problems they face.

While Lancaster school 
personnel received a 1 to 

2% salary increase during the recession years, she noted 
much of that goes to increases in benefits, such as health 
insurance. “The cost of living is much higher than the step 
increase we give. Everyone is going in the hole because 
expenses are up. Salaries can’t keep up.”

Redistricting procedure
questioned in Lancaster;
decision expected tonight

by Audrey Thomasson

Outgoing superintendent commends staff 
and parents, says schools are getting old

by Audrey Thomasson

Supervisors are expected to vote on the 
school budget in a special meeting today, 
May 5, at 5:30 p.m. in the General District 
courtroom at the courthouse.

From left are (front row) Cassandra Quick, Natalie Jackson, Emma Hollowell, Whitney Spence, Emma Hand and Christina Syversen; (next row) Hannah Richardson, Rebecca 
Patton, Katherine Thomas, Phillip Humphreys, Danielle Shelton, Meghan Frere, Natalie Kohlhepp, Andi Mayer and Katherine Keyser; (next row) Thomas Hyde, John deGaetani, 
Ronald Cutler, William Smith, Bradley Hudson, Samuel Friday, La’Terron Jones, Olivia Beck, Dorothy Flynn, Abigail Clark and Benjamin Nickerson.

Education Foundation and Uncle Ty-Rone recognize high achievers

Ty-J and Uncle Ty-Rone

REDISTRICTING, continued on page A2

SCHOOLS, continued on page A2

SCHOLARS, continued on page A2

by Robert Mason Jr.
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than 65% black voters.
The Justice Department 

“could have made a mis-
take,” said supervisor Jack 
Russell of District 4. While 
Russell maintained he did 
not have a problem with the 
numbers in his district, he 
said, “My concern is that we 
do what is legally correct...”

Pennell noted the lawsuit 
happened prior to his and 
the current supervisors’ ser-
vice to the county.

In 1990, a citizens group 
filed the lawsuit “Taylor 
vs. Forrester, et al,” against 
the county and three sitting 
Lancaster supervisors. As 
a result of the lawsuit, the 
county’s three voting dis-
tricts were divided into five, 
with two districts composed 
of a majority black popula-
tion.

“Redistricting is done on 
general population,” said 
Pennell after the meeting. 
“In areas of minority-major-
ity districts, you have to 
look closer at details,” such 
as the percentage of voting 
age population. However, 
since both Districts 2 and 
4 regressed in population, 
other factors are taken into 

Sciabbarrasi said the next 
superintendent will have a 
learning curve the first year. 
“But they will bring all the 
strengths and experiences 
from their district,” she 
added.

The proposed school 
budget of $15,028,291 is up 
$437,647 over the current 
year. The increase reflects 
two new federal grants total-
ing $336,393 for job funds 
and improvements at the 
primary school, a step salary 
increase of 1.5% for teachers, 
$159,000 in increases to the 
Virginia retirement fund and 
a $118,000 increase in local 
funding from adjustments 
in the composite index. The 
food service budget remains 
the same at $580,000.

Revenue sources include 
the state at $3,090,259, down 
$68,444; federal government 
at $1,324,830, up $336,393; 
other funding the same at 
$186,696; and the county at 
$10,426,506, up $169,698.

Expenditures include: 
instruction at $11,515,462, 
up $377,265; administration 
at $939,087, up $176,506; 
transportation (school buses) 
at $1,099,955, up $2,331; 
operations and mainte-
nance at $1,386,391, down 
$12,455; and debt service at 
$87,396, down $106,000.

Sciabbarrasi said the dis-
trict continues to return 
unspent funds to the county 
each year, including some 
$346,000 last year. About 
$204,000 of that amount 
was from an unexpected 
state waiver on the Virginia 
Retirement contribution. 
She asked the board to con-
sider setting up an escrow 
account with those funds 
that could be used by the 
schools as needed. She also 
asked supervisors to con-
tinue giving the budget as a 
lump-sum payment.

During the public hearing, 
only one citizen was critical 
of the budget increase, while 
Charlie Costello praised the 
superintendent for person-
ally calling him when he 
approached the county with 
questions on the budget. 

youngster who continually 
checked out the Fun With 
Ventriloquism book. Soon 
after the presentation, a 
package arrived in the mail 
and it was the very book he 
treasured as a child.

While pursuing his goal, 
however, there were distrac-
tions and detours leading to 
wrong turns. He found him-
self in clubs doing stand-up 

comedy, and fame and for-
tune soon led to a lifestyle 
that made him uncomfort-
able, he said.

He wasn’t satisfied with 
his work. He was doing 
shows he knew his parents 
would not approve of and 
his grandmother told him 
everybody knew what he 
was doing, so he gave it 
up.

A friend suggested he 
watch Bill Cosby.

Back on track, he found 
himself at Busch Gardens, 
entertaining families. His 
career change from “club 
entertainment” to family 
entertainment, coincided 
with a lifestyle change.

Focusing on the ven-
triloquism, he began to 
entertain at schools and 
libraries. Teachers and 
librarians loved him. He 
could make children ages 
4 and 5 laugh, and he 
could make them sit still 
for 30 minutes or longer.

“ I have a passion for 
children,” said Uncle Ty-
Rone. “They need guid-
ance.”

He reminded the stu-
dents the Bible teaches of 
two roads and urged them 
to take the narrow road as 
they pursue their goals.

There are two types 
of dreamers. Those who 
dream of the big time, fast 
cars and lots of money. 
They want it all, but they 
have no foundation. They 
end up in prison or six feet 
under, he said.

And there are those 

work hard to develop a 
foundation as students, 
and they go on to become 
doctors, or scientists, or 
ventriloquists. They get 
on the right track and they 
reach their goals through 
hard work, said Uncle Ty-
Rone.

Then he opened his “box 
full of fun” and introduced 
his son, Ty-J, to the stu-
dents.

He recognized the stu-
dents as high achievers 
and urged them to reach 
for their goals. “Don’t give 
up,” he said.

The high achievers 
include seniors Thomas 
Flynn, Emma Hand, Emma 
Hollowell, Phillip Hum-
phreys, Natalie Jackson, 
Rebecca Patton, Cassandra 
Quick, Danielle Shelton, 
Whitney Spence and 
Christina Syversen. 

Juniors are Abigail 
Clark, La’Terron Jones, 
Natalie Kohlhepp, Jona-
thon McDaniels and Wil-
liam Pekins. 

Sophomores are Doro-
thy Flynn, Meghan Frere, 
Samuel  Friday, Brad 
Hudson and Andi Mayer. 

Freshmen are Olivia 
Beck, Ronald  Cutler, John  
deGaetani, Thomas Hyde, 
Katherine Keyser, Benja-
min  Nickerson, Hannah 
Richardson and Katherine 
“Katie” Thomas.

They invited four teach-
ers to join them: Matt 
Brent, Craig Oren, Cabell 
Westbrook and Mark 
Gates.

“On behalf of all Scots away from Scotland, we 
present these tartans before Almighty God and 
ask his blessings on these his servants.”

Clans ‘n kilts in the kirk
Grace Episcopal Church members and friends gathered 
Sunday afternoon at Christ Church for the 16th annual 
Kirking of the Tartan. The Rev. David H. May, rector of 
Grace Episcopal Church, officiated. Above, Jim Stuart of 
the Kilmarnock and District Pipe Band plays “Flowers 
of the Forest” in memory of those Scots and friends 
who have died during the last year. The Grace Episcopal 
Choir and a color guard representing the Saint Andrew’s 
Society of Williamsburg and Tidewater and Richmond 
Scottish organizations also participated.  An offering was 
designated for the benefit of the Foundation for Historic 
Christ Church. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Scholars recognized
continued from page A1

Schools
continued from page A1

Redistricting
continued from page 1

consideration in redistrict-
ing, he added.

“It is not intended to guar-
antee the election of a minor-
ity candidate,” he stated.

Supervisor Butch Jenkins 
of District 1 told Fowler 
the population of Lancaster 
decreased in the last 10 
years by 136 people, with 
74 of those being African-
American. With the loss 
in population, particularly 
blacks, the numbers in each 
district will decline as well, 
he said.

Both Fowler and Lloyd 
Hill argued that the numbers 
didn’t matter, the two minor-
ity districts had to maintain 
65% black voters.

“We can’t jump house to 
house” in drawing redistrict-
ing lines in order to push 
districts to 65%, Jenkins 
replied. “It has to be con-
tiguous.” Jenkins also said 
he didn’t believe Lancaster 
would be held to different 
standards than the rest of the 
country, which redistricts 
according to the census fig-
ures. He asked Fowler to 
cite the law.

Fowler said she didn’t 
bring the information with 
her, but insisted the mea-

surement by black voting 
population applied to every 
location across the U.S., 
not just Lancaster. Also, 
she suggested supervisors 
adopt the boundaries rec-
ommended by a professor at 
the University of Norfolk.

According to Pennell, 
had the county followed a 
plan devised by a professor 

who does not know any-
thing about the districts, “it 
would put Jack Russell out-
side his own district.”

Although the deadline for 
filing redistricting plans was 
Friday, April 29, supervisors 
postponed a vote until they 
could obtain legal clarifica-
tion on the lawsuit from the 
county attorney.

L A N C A S T E R — A 
grand jury found probable 
cause and issued true bills 
in the case against Calvin 
Alphoneson Tucker for a 
break-in and the rape of an 
89-year-old woman in her 
Lively home.

The case is scheduled for 
a bench trial in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court at 9 
a.m. July 19.  

Tucker, 32, of Griffins 
Landing Road in Lancaster, 
was indicted by the grand 
jury on four felony counts 
connected with the rape and 
burglary. In addition, he is 
charged with parole viola-
tion stemming from early 
release for a 1998 break-in, 
assault and larceny of a fire-
arm in Lancaster.  

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney C. Jeffers Schmidt said 
Tucker could face a manda-
tory life sentence without 
possibility of parole if con-
victed.

Tucker is being held with-
out bond in the Lancaster 
County jail.

Tucker to face
bench trial
on rape and
related charges

by Audrey Thomasson
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Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported charges against 11 indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Rudolph P. Kenner II, 25, of 
Courthhouse Road was charged 
April 27 by Virginia State Police 
(VSP) with possession of a fire-
arm while in possession of narcot-
ics (felony).

Tara T. Wilson, 29, of Crystal 
Lane was charged April 27 with 
three counts of (felony) fraudulent 
conversion of leased property.

Shirena T. Betts, 26, of River-
wood Drive was charged April 
28 with four counts of (felony) 
embezzlement.

Herbert M. Harlan, 55, of the 
200 block of Irvington Road was 
charged April 28 with two counts 
of taking indecent liberties with a 
child and two counts of child por-
nography by use of computer (all 
felonies), all charges being related 
to a Chesterfield County case.

Thomas E. Gregory III, 24, of 
Brandywine, Md., was extradited 
from a Maryland prison and charged 
April 28 with (felony) destruction 
of property ($4,575 damages to the 
YMCA pool in Lively).

Donald C. Feldman, 23, of 
Heathsville was charged April 28 
with (felony) probation violation 
and possession of a firearm by a 
convicted felon.

Kenneth M. Rich, 34, of Buz-
zards Neck Road was  charged 
April 29 with (felony) domestic 
assault and battery.

Kyle L. George, 27, of Burgess 
was charged April 29 with  viola-
tion of parole and possession of 
marijuana.

Justin D. Gordon, currently 
confined in the Northern Neck 
Regional Jail, was charged April 
29 with grand larceny.  
Misdemeanors

A North Main Street man was 
charged April 27 with contempt of 
court. 

A  Light Street man, 26, was 
charged with contempt of court. 
Activity report

April 26: Staff responded with 
area fire departments to a structure 
fire on Ocran Road and checked 
on the well-being of a Monaskon 
Road family at the request of an 
out-of-town family member (no 
emergency services needed). Staff 
responded to a civil dispute involv-
ing an automobile at a Lancaster 
convenience store, with the Kil-
marnock Police Department (KPD) 
to a mental health emergency on 
Southport Lane and to a possible 
burglary in progress on Oakwood 
Avenue (subjects had legitimate 
permission to be in the residence). 
Staff attempted to intercept a 
reported drunk/reckless driver in 
the Brookvale area and received a 
noise violation complaint from a 
Lumberlost Road resident (com-
plainant cancelled call before dep-
uties arrived). 

April 27:  Staff received a lar-
ceny report from Eagles Trace, 
received a larceny report from 
Taylors Creek Road ($75 loss) and 
responded to a shots fired/noise 
violation complaint in the 5100 
block of Windmill Point Road. 

April 28:  Staff contacted the 
U.S. Coast Guard regarding boat-
ers in distress off Towles Point and 

LANCASTER—The bench 
trial of Korey Steil Wither-
spoon for the alleged murder 
of Shayna Harding is sched-
uled for 9 a.m. Friday, May 6, 
in Lancaster Circuit Court

Witherspoon, 29, of Mag-
nolia Circle in Kilmarnock is 
accused of murder in the 2010 
Thanksgiving eve shooting 
of his girlfriend on a road in 
Merry Point. 

Witherspoon was indicted 
on second degree murder, use 
of a firearm in commission of 
a felony and shooting in the 
street. He is being held with-
out bond in Lancaster County 
jail.

The Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information on a 
break-in that took place between 
April 17 and 30 at 428 Fleets Bay 
Road.

A person or persons entered the 
property and stole a Dewalt Palm 
sander, a Husgvarna chain saw, a 
Craftsman push lawn mower, and 
electric drill.

Damage was done to the door 
jam and trim.

Report information regarding 
the stolen property and/or the per-
sons who broke into the property 
to  Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers at 462-7463.

If your information is useful 
to law enforcement you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000.

 Discounted Building Supply 
& Surplus 804-333-1234. 
We specialize in offering surplus 

building supplies (windows, doors and 
cabinets) at huge discounts. 

All SPECIAL ORDERS are also 
DISCOUNTED 

Great service. Discounted prices. 
Located in the ED LEWIS MARINE building 

2721 Richmond Rd., Warsaw Va. 

2721 Richmond Rd., Warsaw, Va. 
804-333-1234

CRIME
SOLVERS

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

responded to Windy Point Lane 
to attempt to visualize the vessel 
and render assistance. Staff was 
involved in a deer strike incident 
near Norris Pond (no damage to 
county vehicle), responded to an 
E911 disconnect call on Walnut 
Street (no emergency services 
needed), and responded to the 200 
block of Irvington Road to assist 
Chesterfield authorities in execut-
ing a search warrant in connection 
with an internet child pornogra-
phy investigation. Staff provided 
information to a Merry Point Road 
resident about identifying fraudu-
lent calls for money, inspected a 
homemade trailer for an Old Bethel 
Road resident so the trailer could be 
licensed, checked on the well-being 
of a Blueberry Point Road resi-
dent at the request of a concerned 
citizen (telephone line problem, 
no emergency services needed); 
and checked on the well-being of 
a Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone contact 
could not be made (no emergency 
services needed). 

April 29:  Staff responded with 
VSP to a hit-and-run traffic inci-
dent on School Street (VSP handled 
incident), to a shots fired/noise vio-
lation complaint on Windmill Point 
Road, to a traffic complaint in the 
1500 block of Goodluck Road, to 
a domestic dispute (husband/wife) 
on Harris Road and received a 
destruction of property report from 
Windmill Point Road ($700 dam-
ages to motor vehicle).

 April 30:  Staff received a resi-
dential burglary and larceny report 
from Fleets Bay Road (power 
tools and property damages total-
ing $1,295 loss) and a walk-in 
complaint of a sexual assault on a 
teenager (investigation determined 
no sexual assault involved). Staff 
responded to a trespass complaint 
from a Lively area convenience 
store, to a disorderly conduct com-
plaint on Merry Point Road (assis-
tance called for from KPD and 
VSP as first officer on scene was 
told a firearm was involved), to a 
disturbance call in the parking lot 
of a new business in Lively and 
with KPD to a disturbance call on 
School Street. 

May 1:  Staff responded to an 

E911 disconnect call on Crab Point 
Road (telephone line problem, 
no emergency services needed), 
with KPD to a reported fight call 
on North Main Street (complain-
ant misinterpreted situation), with 
Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to a medical emergency on 
Brookvale Lane, to the Corrotoman 
By The Bay subdivision on a com-
plaint of an ATV being driven on 
the state highway and to a reported 
fight call involving knives in the 
1100 block of Carlson Road. Staff 
received a destruction of property 
report from Taylors Creek Road (no 
damages, trespass incident). 

May 2: Staff received a larceny 
report from Yankee Point Road, 
responded to a reported suicidal 
person on Orchard Lane (call arose 
from a telephone argument between 
persons with a child in common), 
and responded to a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash in Lively.

Also this week, staff conducted 
10 traffic stops, issued three sum-
monses, reported two deer strikes, 
investigated six building alarms 
and logged eight inmate transports.
 Fires

The White Stone, Kilmarnock 
and Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Departments responded to a struc-
ture fire on Ocran Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD also 
responded with Kilmarnock VFD 
to a vehicle fire in the 8600 block 
of Mary Ball Road, and to a traffic 
crash in Lively.

The Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash on 
North Main Street in Kilmarnock.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins this 
week reported charges against 11 
individuals.
Felonies

Anthony Steven Ristich, 35, of 
Ophelia was charged April 26 with 
failure to appear in the Circuit 
Court.

Donald C. Feldman III, 23, of 
Burgess was charged April 28 with 
possession of a firearm after being 
convicted of a felony.
Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock man, 21, was 
charged April 26 with a probation 
violation.

A Heathsville man, 24, was 
charged April 27 with assault and 
battery of a family or household 
member.

A Lottsburg woman, 65, was 
charged April 29 with illegal dump-
ing on private property.

A Lottsburg woman, 23, was 
charged April 29 with illegal dump-
ing on private property.

A Burgess man, 27, was charged 
April 29 with possession of mari-
juana.

A Farnham woman, 45, was 
charged April 30 with illegal dump-
ing on private property.

A Reedville woman, 58, was 
charged April 30 with driving while 
intoxicated and operating a vehicle 
on the highway with no headlights 
during the period of sunset to sun-
rise.

A Farnham man, 18, was charged 
April 30 with driving while intoxi-
cated, possession of alcohol under 
the age of 21 and driving on the 
wrong side of the highway.

A Heathsville man, 28, was 
charged May 2 with appearing 
intoxicated in public.

Murder trial
to begin Friday
in Lancaster
Circuit Court

by Audrey Thomasson

Kilmarnock’s Business, 
Professional and Occupational 
License tax rate for wholesal-
ers, distributors, telecommu-
nications and cable businesses 
is $0.023 per $100 of gross 
income, not $0.23 as reported 
in the April 28 issue.

Correction
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“We will ALWAYS REMEMBER YOU 
in Celebration of your Life”

Creative DeSIGNS of Virginia, Sandra and Shannon Matthews

Riverland Insurers, Iris Treakle

Art on the Half Shell 2011
Saturday, May 14

11th Annual Juried
Fine Art and Fine Crafts Festival

9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Rappahannock Avenue
Urbanna,Virginia

Plenty of parking ❖ Free Admission
www.ArtOnTheHalfShellFestival.com

Information 758-4762

Free concert by Sky Run from Richmond

Wine, Beer & Concert tent 
on lawn at Lansdowne

BBQ by Something Different 
plus Strawberry Street Cafe

Urbanna, Virginia

URBANNA—Following 
two months of closed door 
sessions and secret motions, 
Bay Aging’s board of direc-
tors on April 28 accepted 
the retirement of agency 
president Allyn Gemerek, 
effective April 30. 

His departure came three 
months after the board 
learned of two state audits 
questioning financial and 
administrative procedures 
at the agency. 

Gemerek’s wife, Kay 
Sheldon, and son, Joshua 
Gemerek, will remain 
employed at the agency as 
vice presidents, accord-
ing to board chairman 
Jimmie Carter. Carter also 
confirmed that Gemerek, 
67, and Sheldon have not 
reported to work since an 
emergency board meeting 
in February. Sheldon was 
expected to return to work 
this week.

In a prepared statement, 
Carter said, “Mr. Gemerek 
has led Bay Aging and 
served the residents of its 
10-county service area for 
over 30 years. The board 
acknowledges that during 
that time he has adminis-
tered numerous programs 
that have positively affected 
the lives and well-being of 

many elderly and poor per-
sons. Mr. Gemerek will be 
available for consulting to 
Bay Aging on an as-needed 
basis.”  

Both Carter and agency 
attorney B.H.B. Hubbard 
refused to release details of 
any negotiated settlement, 
including whether Gemerek 
was allowed to keep retire-
ment funds reported to total 
nearly $900,000. 

In an audit, the Depart-
ment of Social Services’ 
Office of Community Ser-
vices (OCS) was critical 
of Gemerek’s compensa-
tion of more than $230,000 

when compared to the com-
pensation of other agency 
employees. The report sug-
gested the board do a salary 
comparison study and con-
sider offering Gemerek a 
retirement package.

The OCS audit was criti-
cal of the board for not 
living up to its fiduciary 
duty, such as understanding 
agency financials and over-
seeing questionable charges 
to Gemerek’s agency credit 
cards and personal use of an 
agency car. The audit found 
that Gemerek, his wife and 
son were allowed to co-
sign checks for amounts in 

excess of $5,000 and that 
they did not follow proper 
procurement procedures 
when spending state and 
federal funds on vehicles. 

A second audit by the 
Virginia Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development questioned 
$88,385 in “over” charges 
to the state agency. 

According to Carter, the 
problems have since been 
corrected.

By a 12-0 vote, the board 
appointed Kathy Vesley-
Massey Bay Aging’s new 
president, effective April 
30. Vesley-Massey previ-
ously served as the agen-
cy’s chief operations officer 
under Gemerek.

“I am thrilled and hum-
bled,” said Vesley-Massey 
on her promotion. “This 
board has high expecta-
tions. I will try to live up to 
and continue Bay Aging’s 
excellent service.”

There was only one dis-
senter during the official 
votes to reflect changes 
on the agency’s 10 boards. 
Board member Joe Curry 
objected to allowing Shel-
don to continue signing 
agency checks. He with-
drew his objection after 
Carter’s assurance that 
Sheldon was cleared of any 
wrong doing.

Bay Aging president retires; successor named

Bay Aging’s new president, Kathy Vesley-Massey, assists 
board chairman Jimmie Carter during last week’s 
special board meeting to accept the resignation of Allyn 
Gemerek.

by Audrey Thomasson

RICHMOND—Volunteers 
are needed across the Com-
monwealth to help remove 
invasive plants that are 
wreaking havoc on Virginia’s 
landscape.

Virginia Master Natural-
ists, the Virginia Native Plant 
Society, and other organiza-
tions are seeking help Satur-
day, May 7, at locations across 
Virginia for the third annual 
Invasive Plant Removal Day.

“From kudzu to English 
ivy to tree of heaven, there are 
dozens of invasive species that 
are causing both ecological 
and economical harm,” said 
Virginia Master Naturalist 
coordinator Michelle Prysby. 
“These invasive plants out-
compete native species for 
the same resources, eventu-
ally harming trees, wildlife 
and water quality.”

Invasive species are recog-
nized nationally and locally 
as a major threat to healthy 
ecosystems. In Virginia, it 
is estimated that the cost of 
invasive species is $1 billion 
annually.

“Removing invasive plants 
and sowing native flora is a 
fantastic way to restore water 
quality and wildlife habi-
tat in any natural area,” said 
Prysby.
Eradication exercises

Northern Neck Master Gar-
deners and Master Naturalists 
have slated two invasive plant 
removal exercises May 7. The 
public is urged to participate.

From 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
an autumn olive eradication 
exercise will be held at Belle 
Isle State Park.

From 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. a 
Japanese stiltgrass eradica-
tion exercise will be held at 
Chilton Woods State Forest. 
Other invasives also will be 
eradicated.

Volunteers are reminded to 
bring water, insect repellent, 
sunscreen, gloves, pruners 
and loopers.

For directions, contact Ear-
line Walker at 529-9362, or 
earlinedickinson@aol.com.

For a list of locations and 
registration information for 
more than 25 invasive plant 
removal events, visit virgin-
iamasternaturalist.org/inva-
sives/index.html. 

R I C H M O N D — G o v. 
Bob McDonnell recently 
announced the Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) has repaired 
more than 108,000 potholes 
throughout the Common-
wealth since the governor 
launched the 2011 pothole 
blitz campaign March 8.

“Virginia’s transportation 
network is vital to our eco-
nomic prosperity and connects 
people to their work, homes, 
families and friends.” said 
Gov. McDonnell. “Although 
the milder winter we expe-
rienced this year has led to 

Some 108,000 potholes are repaired during 2011 ‘blitz’
fewer potholes to repair than 
the 161,00 filled during our 
2010 pothole blitz, VDOT 
and its contractors promptly 
responded when Virginia 
citizens reported potholes to 
VDOT’s website or called 
their customer service center. 
The pothole blitz has helped 
to make travel safer and easier 
for all Virginia motorists.”

As citizens contacted 

VDOT to report potholes, 
crews were dispatched to 
work through assigned cor-
ridors and repairs were pri-
oritized based on severity 
and location. Severe pot-
holes on high-traffic roads 
were typically filled within 
24 hours.

 “I would like to thank 
VDOT and its contractors for 
their work, day and night, to 

make repairs during our pot-
hole blitz,” said Gov. McDon-
nell. “Their efforts have cre-
ated safer driving conditions 
and a much smoother ride for 
the citizens of Virginia across 
the 58,000 miles of state-
maintained roadways.”

 Citizens can continue to 
report potholes at virginiadot.
org/info/faq-potholes.asp, or  
1-800-367-7623. 

Commonwealth
issues call for
help removing
invasive plants

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?
let us know • editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)
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Northern Neck
Family YMCA

Discouraging people from
acting their age since 1993.

©2011 Chesapeake Bank         Equal Housing Lender   Member FDIC

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181  www.chesbank.com

it’s all about community.

The expression “age is just a number” is proven true daily at the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA. The Senior Specialty Class is just one program designed to improve 
the wellbeing of those with physical limitations such as Arthritis or other  
joint distress. Many of our seniors live on fixed incomes and depend on the Y’s 
Guardian Program for scholarships to participate. Chesapeake Bank would like  
to encourage you to join them in helping to fund the efforts of the NNFY. From 
numerous programs for seniors to special social and recreational programs for 
area kids, the Y makes a difference every day. Please, won’t you make a donation? 
For the complete story, log on to chesbank.com/nnfymca.

To make a donation or learn about volunteer opportunities, visit www.peninsulaymca.org or call 804-435-0223.

 Y programs and 
services are available 

to all, regardless of 
the ability to pay fees. 

 1 out of 4 members 
receive scholarships 

through the Y 
Guardian Program. 

You

11-CB-722_YMCA_Woman_4-4.indd   1 4/4/11   11:35 AM

HEN we build, let us think that 
we build forever. Let it not be for 

present delight nor for present use 
alone. Let it be such work as our de-
scendants will thank us for; and let us 
think, as we lay stone on stone, that a 
time is to come when those stones will 
be held sacred because our hands have 
touched them, and that men will say, as 
they look upon the labor and wrought 
substance of them, “See! This our father 
did for us.” –John Ruskin

W

“This is what we strive for.” 
Please let us serve you. Cres Saunders  804-435-6405

    804-436-6258

  Creston
  saunders 
Building ContraCtors
Custom Building • Alterations • Remodeling

PO Box 1536, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Yard Maintenance
Junk Removal
Brush Removal

Call John at 694-6270

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
board member Andrew 
Kauders recently posted the  
response report for March 
and April.

On March 1 at 9:45 p.m., 
the Northumberalnd County 
sheriff ’s offi ce relayed a call 
regarding the sighting of a 
fl are on the Coan River.  The 
Rescue III crew assisted the 
Coast Guard and Mary-
land Trooper 7 helicop-
ter in search of a disabled 
boat. The call was deter-
mined to be a hoax. Time on 
call: 2 ¾ hours.

On April 7, Rescue III 
was called to tow a disabled 
43-foot houseboat with 
one aboard from Lower 
Machodoc Creek to the 
Coan River. Time on call: 1 
½ hours.

On April 16 at 9:17 p.m., 
the Northumberland sher-
iff ’s offi ce received a call 
from someone reporting 
the sighting of a red fl are. 
Rescue I searched the area 
on the Great Wicomico 
River from B-9 to Horn 
Harbor.  One sailboat was in 
the area and they did not see 
the fl are. The mission was 
aborted. Time on call: 1 ½ 
hours.

On April 26, the U.S. 
Coast Guard received a PAN 
PAN message stating that a 
41-foot workboat enroute 
from the upper Potomac 
to Mobjack Bay was sink-
ing. They did not receive 
good location information 
and could not locate the 
boat.  They summoned a 
helicopter from Elizabeth 
City to search.

At 7:30 p.m., the pilot 
located the boat near Smith 
Point.  Sector Hampton 
Roads called Sea Rescue to 
assist.

Rescue I was dispatched 
immediately.  The Coast 
Guard reported that a swim-
mer had been lowered to the 
boat to help with dewater-
ing. As Rescue I approached 
the boat, the swimmer was 
being lifted.

Sector Hampton Roads 
informed the pilot of severe 
weather approaching (not 
clear if this was the local 
weather or the landing site 
weather).  With the Virginia 
Marine Police standing by 
and Rescue I preparing to 
raft up with the disabled 
boat the Coast Guard heli-
copter requested permission 
to depart the area.

With three pumps avail-
able to begin a dewatering 
effort it was determined 
the boat was not in imme-
diate danger of sinking 
and instead was taken in 
tow.  The two-member crew 
reported they had no fuel 
and wanted to be towed to 
the closest marina.

Smith Point Marina staff 
were requested to meet the 
rescue boat at the dock.  The 
source of the “leak” was 
boards above the waterline 
that had not been exposed 
to water in over a year and 
were not swollen tight. 
Three VMRC Marine Police 
offi cers interviewed the two 
people aboard the workboat 
before allowing the boat to 
be refueled.

Rescue I was released at 
9:30 p.m. and arrived back 
at the boathouse in Reed-
ville at 10:15 p.m. Time on 
call: 3 hours.

On April 26, Rescue III 
towed a disabled jet ski 
across the Coan River to  
Lodge Landing. Time on 
call: 15 minutes.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
may be reached on channel 
16 or by calling 911. 

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. Thursday, May 12, in the 
General District courtroom at 
39 Judicial Place in Heaths-
ville.

First on the agenda is a 
presentation of the Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion’s six-year plan.

Public hearings slated for 
7 p.m. include: 

• a request from Omega 
Protein Inc. to erect evapora-
tors that exceed the 45-foot-
height limit for structures in 
the light industrial zoning 
district. The property is at 
610 Menhaden Road.

• a request from Rebecca 
Worley to allow an existing 
addition at 1476 Shore Lane 
within the 50-foot resource 
protection area buffer along 
the Potomac River.

L OT T S B U R G — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, May 9, at the 
school board offi ce in Lotts-
burg.

Superintendent Clint 
Stables is expected to dis-
cuss the status of next year’s 
school budget following a 
hearing earlier this week by 
county supervisors. 

As presented to the 
supervisors last month, the 
$15,549,249 total refl ected 
an increase of $540,317 over 
the current year’s budget.

WHITE STONE—The 
town council will conduct a 
fi rst reading on the fi scal year 
2011-12 budget tonight (May 
5) at the town offi ce. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.

The budget refl ects a 
decrease in revenue and an 
increase in expenses, accord-
ing to town manager Patrick 
Frere. Anticipated revenue 
totals some $124,000 while 
estimated expenses total 
$146,445. Council must offer 
some direction to increase 
revenue or decrease spend-
ing, said Frere.

The budget will be pre-
sented for approval in June.

KILMARNOCK—The 
planning commission 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
May 9, in the town hall.

According to planning 
and zoning director Mar-
shall Sebra, the agenda will 
include a review and discus-
sion of the town’s sign ordi-
nance.

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors will hold a 
budget workshop at 5:30 p.m. 
May 18 in the General District 
courtroom at the courthouse. 

The board will review 
applications from commu-
nity organizations and non-
profi t groups seeking county 
funding. Applications should 
be made through the county 
administrator’s offi ce prior to 
the work session.

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster school board
will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 9, in the 
media center of Lancaster 
Middle School.

As part of the consen-
sus docket, the board will 
approve staffi ng changes at 
the schools, including prin-
cipals and vice principals. 

The superintendent’s 
offi ce reports there were 16 
inquiries regarding the posi-
tion of superintendent of 
schools, with nine applica-
tions received. Out-of-state 
applications came from Ari-
zona, Rhode Island, Illinois, 
Maryland and Tennessee, 
with another four from Vir-
ginia.

Three applications are 
from current or former 
superintendents, two from 
assistant superintendents, 
two from central offi ce 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Also under new business, 
council will hear an update 
on the new tenants renting 
the back room of the town 
offi ce. According to Frere, 
Bay Transit has offi cially 
moved in and its buses are 
on site. 

Council will hear monthly 
reports from the town man-
ager, police and various 
committees. 

administrators and two from 
principal/building level 
administrators.

The fi nal four candidates 
will be interviewed by the 
board in a closed session 
this Saturday, May 7. An 
update on the search will 
be given at Monday’s board 
meeting.

SEA 
RESCUE 

LOG
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Our Home Equity Line rate is so small
we want to make sure you see it.

 1-800-990-4828 n bankatunion.com

The lowest APR (Annual Percentage Rate) offered of 3.74% is a variable rate, and is subject to change. All balances will be 
calculated at a standard variable APR as indexed to The Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (currently 3.25%) plus a margin of 0.49% 
for the life of the loan. Automatic deduction of payment is required from a Union First Market Bank checking account to 
obtain advertised rate. APR may increase to 3.99% APR if automatic payment is discontinued. The Maximum APR is 24.00%. 
Offer is subject to credit approval and valid for credit lines of $25,000 or more with a maximum combined loan to value of 80%. 
Applicants must possess a Beacon Score of 720 or greater. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. Bank must be in a 
valid first or second lien position on the collateral. Bank will pay all closing costs for lines up to $250,000. Lines over $250,000 
will receive a $600 credit towards closing costs. Home Equity Lines of Credit closed within 36 months from the opening date 
will be charged a prepayment penalty as follows: Lines ≤ $100,000 will be charged 1.00% of the line amount. Lines > $100,000 
will be charged 0.50% of the line amount. Property insurance required. Available only to primary and secondary, 
single-family residential real property located in Virginia. Consult a tax advisor regarding interest deductibility. This 
is a limited time offer available on new Union First Market Bank Home Equity Line of Credit accounts. Member FDIC

3.74%
Annual Percentage Rate

Rapp Record 4.9375x10.5.indd   1 4/19/11   2:33:49 PM

Happy Mother’s Day
from

Horn Harbor
House Restaurant

Open Sunday 12:30 pm - 9 pm
Brunch 12:30 pm - 3 pm

Regular menu available all day
Don’t forget we’re open 

Friday & Saturday 5 pm - 10 pm

After Memorial Day
Wednesday & Thursday 5 pm - 9 pm

Friday & Saturday 5 pm - 10 pm
Sunday 5 pm - 9 pm

836 Horn Harbor Rd, Burgess • 804-453-3351
On the Great Wicomico River

LANCASTER—Boat 
operator Steven W. Nixon 
was sentenced on Tuesday, 
May 3, to 19 years in prison 
for felony and misdemeanor 
convictions in connection 
with an alcohol-related boat 
crash on July 5, 2010, in 
the Rappahannock River. 
One woman was killed in 
the accident and nine other 
people injured, some seri-
ously.

Lancaster Circuit Court 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 
III suspended 15 years of 
the felony sentences, which 
means Nixon must serve 
three years in prison. 

Nixon also must serve 12 
months in jail for the misde-
meanor conviction of oper-
ating a boat under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

Nixon pled guilty to six 
felonies and one misde-
meanor at his February 17 
trial. At that time he resigned 
his position as a captain with 
the Richmond Fire Depart-
ment, where he had worked 
for 20 years.

Nixon’s 23-foot-long boat 
that he was operating hit a 
fixed steel piling marker, 
equipped with a flashing red 
light, in the river 1.5 miles 
north of Water View at about 
9:39 p.m. last July 5.

Judge Taliaferro sen-
tenced Nixon to seven years 
for aggravated manslaugh-
ter of Amanda Brady, who 
was thrown overboard in the 
crash and drowned. He sus-
pended four years and nine 
months of that sentence, 
leaving Nixon to serve an 
“active” sentence of two 
years and three months for 
that conviction.

Nixon also was also sen-
tenced to three years for 
maiming while operating a 
watercraft. Judge Taliaferro 
suspended two years and 

Boat operator in fatal 
crash receives 19 years, 
will serve at least three

by Tom Chillemi three months, leaving Nixon 
to serve an active sentence 
of 9 months on the maiming 
conviction. Nixon’s 11-year-
old son suffered head and 
internal injuries in the crash. 
The boy, who was in court 
on Tuesday, has recovered 
well, his mother testified.

Nixon also pled guilty to 
four charges of felony child 
neglect. He received a two-
year sentence on each charge 
with all time suspended. 

For the misdemeanor of 
operating a boat under the 
influence of alcohol, Judge 
Taliaferro sentenced Nixon 
to 12 months in jail and a 
$2,500 fine, but suspended 
the fine.

One of Nixon’s attorneys, 
James Breeden, said that a 
convicted person must serve 
at least 50% of a misde-

meanor sentence and at least 
85% of a felony sentence. 
That could mean Nixon will 
be eligible for release after 
serving 36.5 months. Nixon 
will get credit for the time 
he has served since being 
incarcerated on February 
17. 

Judge Taliaferro said 
Nixon is permitted to be on 
work release.

Nixon must make total 
restitution of $4,350 to 
four rescue squads that 
responded to the crash, and 
pay court costs. He will be 
on supervised probation for 
five years after his release, 
and must be on good behav-
ior for 25 years.

Defense attorney Craig 
Evans put several witnesses 
on the stand to testify to 
Nixon’s good character. 

––– Irvington, Virginia –––

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Monday thru Saturday  • 10:00 to 5:00 • 438-5194
www.thedandelion.com

THE DANDELION

Shop The Dandelion
May 5th - 7th

for the perfect 
Mother’s Day Gift

10 percent* off all gifts for Mom

20 percent* off all Spring Dresses
* Non-sale Merchandise

Enjoy nibbles and drinks while 
you shop and enter a drawing 
for a Mother’s Day gift bag! 
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Saturday, May 7th  •  8:00 to 3:00

Spring
     

     
 Open

     
     

     
    H

ouse

at

Murphy Seed Service, Inc.
Rt. 202 • Mt. Holly, VA

Ebenezer United Methodist Church will have
Coffee & Doughnuts • 8:00 - 10:00

Hot Dogs • 10:00 - 1:00
Paid by Donations

Door Prizes • 804-472-2755

Yard & Bake Sale
Master Gardeners will be here 

for all your gardening questions.
Many Sale Items 

throughout the store!

       Boutique

Fabulous Finds for you and your home

Monday - Saturday 10-5
538 Rappahannock Drive • White Stone • 436.8505

Trust Us!

We’ve got 

everything your 

Mom wants!

Colorful 
Hand Bags!

Linen, Bath 
& Beauty 
Products

Many New Styles Available

Stop by the CAbi Trunk Show Friday, 5:30pm
Fashionable Women’s Clothing, size 0-16

Availble to order, cabionline.com

Gift Certificates Available

R I C H M O N D — T h e 
George W. Verlander and Cor-
nelia M. Verlander Memorial 
Foundation recently received 
one of the 2011 Chancellor’s 
Awards for Leadership in 
Philanthropy from the Vir-
ginia Foundation for Com-
munity College Education 
(VFCCE). 

The Verlander Foundation 
was nominated by Rappah-
annock Community College 
(RCC). College president 
Dr. Elizabeth Crowther, dean 
of college advancement Vic 
Clough, board chairman Joan 
Faulkner, vice chairman Dr. 
Robert Gates and educational 
foundation board president 
Chip Minor represented RCC 
at a related luncheon cere-
mony at the Country Club of 
Virginia, according to RCC 
public information officer 
Tom Martin. Jack Neal and 
Murrell McLeod represented 
the Verlander Foundation.

The Chancellor’s Awards 
recognize leading philanthro-
pists contributing to each of 
Virginia’s 23 community col-
leges as well as to the system’s 
statewide foundation. 

“Each of these supporters 
personifies the theme of this 
event, ‘Living Philanthropy’,” 
said Virginia Community 
College System chancellor 
Dr. Glenn DuBois. “For those 

From left are Dr. Glenn DuBois, Dr. Elizabeth Crowther, Jack Neal and Murrell 
McLeod.

Verlander Foundation is recognized
for college scholarship philanthropy

of us here today, living phi-
lanthropy is the promise that 
our impact will live on; it will 
blend with those who came 
before creating a larger and 
larger living tapestry of good 
will, benefiting and elevating 
those who come next.” 

The Verlander Founda-
tion keeps alive the memory 
of George and Cornelia 
Verlander, a Weems couple 
who had no children of 
their own, but dreamed 
of exerting a positive and 
lasting influence upon the 
area’s young people. Since 
the foundation’s inception, 
millions of dollars’ worth 
of scholarships have been 

presented to deserving stu-
dents. 

For RCC students, these 
include the George Verlander 
Foundation Scholarship 
Endowment, which awards 
amounts of up to $2,500 per 
year, and the George Ver-
lander Foundation Annual 
Scholarship, which pro-
vides $1,000 to $2,000 each, 
according to need, for up to 
25 Lancaster County students 
attending RCC. The founda-
tion also funds a career coach 
at Lancaster High School. 
High schools with career 
coaches report an average 
of 6.5% greater enrollment 
of their recent graduates at 

community colleges, and 
19% greater enrollment in 
engineering technology and 
information technology pro-
grams, than do schools with-
out these coaches.

Next fall, the RCC Edu-
cational Foundation will 
choose one of the college’s 
students to receive a scholar-
ship named in honor of the 
Verlander Foundation; Vir-
ginia’s other community col-
leges will also award schol-
arships in honor of their own 
Leadership in Philanthropy 
recipients. These scholar-
ships are largely funded by 
the Wachovia Wells Fargo 
Foundation.

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

W I L L I A M S T OW N , 
MASS.—The government 
of France recently awarded 
Richard Rand a Chevalier in 
its Ordre des Arts et Lettres 
during a ceremony at the Ster-
ling and Francine Clark Art 
Institute at 225 South Street in 
Williamstown, Mass.

Rand is the Robert and 
Martha Berman Lipp senior 
curator of paintings at the 
Clark.  Christophe Gilhou, the 
Consul General of France in 
Boston, made the presentation 
in recognition of Rand’s sig-
nificant contributions to pro-
moting French art and culture, 
according to a press release 
from the Clark.

 The Ordre des Arts et 
Lettres (Order of Arts and Let-
ters) was established in 1957 
and is awarded by the French 
Minister of Culture to recog-
nize eminent artists, writers, 
and scholars for their efforts in 
promoting the awareness and 
enrichment of France’s cul-
tural heritage throughout the 
world. Rand is being inducted 
as a knight in the Order.

 “The Clark has been 
extraordinarily fortunate to 
have Richard Rand lead our 
curatorial program for almost 
15 years,” said Michael Con-
forti, director of the Clark. “He 

France awards Chevalier in Order
of Arts and Letters to Richard Rand

From left are Christophe 
Gilhou and Richard Rand.

is a distinguished scholar and 
curator who has made impor-
tant contributions to expand-
ing appreciation of French art 
and culture. We congratulate 
Richard on this well-deserved 
honor and his many friends at 
the Clark are so pleased to be 
able to celebrate this important 
moment with him.”

Rand received a bachelor’s 
from Bowdoin College and 
doctorate from the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, with 
a dissertation on the land-
scapes of Jean-Honoré Frago-
nard.

He is the son of Richard and 
June Rand, residents of Oph-
elia and Washington, D.C.

Since joining the Clark’s 

curatorial team in 1997, he has 
been responsible for a number 
of major exhibitions studying 
the works of noted French 
painters, including Fragon-
ard, Jacques-Louis David, and 
Claude Lorrain. Rand also is 
a lecturer in art history in the 
Williams College/Clark grad-
uate program in the history of 
art and has lectured and pub-
lished widely in his field of 
research.

 At the Clark, Rand has been 
instrumental in several key 
acquisitions by French artists 
and curated several exhibi-
tions, Most recently, he played 
a central role in bringing 
international attention to the 
Clark’s collection of 18th- and 
19th-century French paintings. 
Last fall, he was instrumental 
in creating Spain’s first mono-
graphic presentation of works 
by Pierre-August Renoir with 
the opening of Pasión por 
Renoir: La colleción del Ster-
ling and Francine Clark Art 
Institute at the Museo Nacio-
nal del Prado.

In March 2011, he led an 
initiative to open a three-
year international tour of the 
Clark’s great French paintings. 
The exhibition is showing at 
the Palazzo Reale in Milan, 
Spain, and later this year it 

will show at the Musée des 
Impressionnismes in Giverny, 
France.

 Rand also has been active 
in the French Regional & 
American Museum Exchange 
(FRAME) program, a coali-
tion created in 1999 to foster 
bilateral exchanges among 24 
American and French regional 
art museums. 

Consul General Gilhou pre-
sented Rand with the Order’s 
silver medallion, an eight-
point, green-enameled  star. 
The  ribbon  of the Order is 
green with four white stripes. 

The obverse central disc fea-
tures the letters “A” and “L” on 
a white enameled background, 
surrounded by a golden ring 
emblazoned with the phrase 
“République Française.” 

The reverse central disc 
features the head of  Mari-
anne, the  national emblem  of 
France and an allegory of Lib-
erty and Reason on a golden 
background, surrounded by 
a golden ring bearing the 
words “Ordre des Arts et des 
Lettres.”
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In 1985, I experienced puppy godfather-
hood for the first time. It was a great 

pleasure, and my mother dog was ideal 
throughout the pregnancy and delivery.  I 
kept one of the pups, who lived to be 15, 
and found good homes for the other five. 
Wanting the two B.E.s to have a similar 
exposure to Mother Nature, nine weeks 
ago we bred our Welsh Corgi, Lily. 

Her suitor was a delightful gentleman 
by the name of Macintosh Mo. Last Friday 
morning the process reached its crescendo. 
Lily only produced two puppies, and the 
first, a boy, was stillborn. The second was 
a girl, who came in hale and hearty. She is 
extremely gregarious, enjoys being held, 
and Lily enjoys having her being held by 
someone which gives her a short break 
from maternal duties.

To be certain more were not to come, 
we took Lily in for an x-ray, and it con-
firmed that she had delivered all she had to 
give. In typical Corgi fashion, after all the 
breed belongs to the herding classification, 
Lily insists on re-making the linens in the 
whelping pen, having the food and water 
placed exactly where she wants them, and 
constantly re-adjusts the puppy’s position, 
but she does show appreciation for what 
she deems to be our inadequate attempts 
to make the pen attractive.

The puppy is bi-nominal at the pres-
ent time, that is, she either will be Black-
eyed Susan or Magnolia Blossom, to be 
called either Susan or Maggie. My good 
wife tells people that we are waiting to see 
what her personality turns out to be. I am 
not as yet apprised as to the psychological 
traits commensurate with a “Susan” or a 
“Maggie.” Time, I suppose, will elucidate 
that distinction.

In Welsh, the word “Corgi” means 
“dwarf dog.” For centuries the dogs have 
been bred to help herd cattle on the farms. 

Being small, they can get in and out under 
the cows, nipping at their hooves to get 
them to move in the farmer’s intended 
direction. They must experience a tre-
mendous adrenaline rush, realizing that 
despite their miniscule size in comparison 
with an enormous cow, they can command 
the herd’s utter obedience, but then again, 
cows are rumored, perhaps unjustly, to be 
stupid.

The breed’s popularity skyrocketed 
when King George VI and Queen Eliza-
beth of Britain gave a Corgi puppy to 
Princess Elizabeth, now the Queen, on her 
18th birthday. That dog became the pro-
genitor of some 40-odd descendents that 
have gone through the hardships of palace 
living these past seven decades. Ironically, 
the Queen’s first Corgi was also a Susan.

Our family virtually was unlearned 
about Corgis until we made an outing to 
see the movie, “The Queen,” about five 
years ago. The Elder B.E. set his sights 
on having one, and through Dr. Bill Arm-
strong, our veterinarian, we came to know 
Terry Moss, the Northern Neck Corgi 
maven up at Kinsale. 

Terry and her husband, Jeffrey, invited 
us to see their dogs, one of which, Willa, 
was expecting. The Younger B.E. pointed 
to Willa’s large tummy, and said, “I want 

the one right there.” Three days after Willa 
produced her brood (perhaps I am spend-
ing too much time with the chickens, I 
mean litter) of eight, we went to meet 
them, and selected Lily. We paid weekly 
calls thereafter, and seven weeks later we 
headed home with Lily. 

She was not difficult to housebreak, and 
bonded well with our older dog, Blackie. 

Lily’s pregnancy did bring a change 
in that arena, as she lost interest in play-
ing with Blackie, and now, after birthing 
the puppy, she makes clear her intent that 
Blackie is not to be near the “infanta.” As 
time passes, we are hopeful that Blackie 
will assume the role of a venerable old 
aunt, somewhat of a mentor to the young 
one coming along. Dr. Armstrong warned 
us that with only one, the puppy will put 
on weight, with so much food available 
and no one with whom to share it, but I 
do not think Lily would make a good wet 
nurse for other puppies.

As the days go by, the growth of the 
puppy is remarkable, and we are enjoying 
having two generations of dogs to watch 
mature in their own realm. I also look for-
ward to the two of them doing their share 
in keeping the three goats in line, because 
first, last and always, Corgis are bossy 
herders.

They must experience 
a tremendous adrena-
line rush, realizing that 
despite their miniscule size 
in comparison with an 
enormous cow, they can 
command the herd’s utter 
obedience, but then again, 
cows are rumored, per-
haps unjustly, to be stupid.

Focal Point

Spring Iris close-up

Photo by Shannon Dawson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and 
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, sub-
ject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Just as the President of the United States 
is blamed when things go wrong he should 
get some of the credit when things go right.  
How can it be otherwise? 

We all know that it was the magnificently 
coordinated efforts on the part of our mili-
tary in general and the Navy Seal team in 
particular that resulted in the removal of 
Osama Bin Laden.

However, from all reports, it was an 
incredibly gutsy call to authorize such a 
mission when advisors were recommending 
other courses of action.  Our normal mode 
of operating would have been to send in a 
drone to obliterate the compound with the 
resulting extensive collateral damages.

To go in the middle of the night, spend 
40 minutes on the ground, snatch a body, 
experience a malfunction of one of the 
choppers and get everyone back out is an 
incredible feat.  Surly the gods smiled upon 
us and “prior planning prevents poor per-

formances” was very much in evidence.
While the removal of Bin Laden elimi-

nates the face of the movement it doesn’t 
do anything to the underlying ideology that 
feeds the movement. We have to be even 
more vigilant as a nation to insure that we 
always keep our guards up.

My profound gratitude goes out to the 
men and woman of the armed forces who 
are doing the heavy lifting for all of us. Isn’t 
it way past time that all Americans begin to 
shoulder some of the burden? 

How can we ever expect to be successful 
in our country’s wars if such a small per-
centage of our country is the only Ameri-
cans making sacrifices?

Is it really now necessary to explain to the 
world what clues we used to get us to our 
target?  Be thankful, be humble and drive 
on. Don’t alert the enemy.

 Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

Military deserves credit

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

We recently saw triumph over tragedy and devastation 
in Gloucester County where communities experienced a 
tornado and lost three of its citizens who did not make it 
through the storm on Saturday, April 16.

Our deepest condolences go out to those families and 
friends whose lives have been forever changed by this 
exhibit of Mother Nature’s fury.

On April 17, I  rode along with Gloucester County 
Sheriff Steve Gentry as he surveyed the damage, and 
toured other devastated areas with Gov. Bob McDon-
nell on April 18. As we visited these areas following 
the storm, we found, in the wake of its path, volunteers, 
strangers helping strangers, and a community coming 
together.

While the circumstances were tragic, it was heartening 
to see brave first responders, local officials and citizens 
coming together to help those in need. The governor 
declared an official State of Emergency to help speed 
up the process of receiving state aid, and we will stay 
in touch with local officials to ensure they have the 
resources they need to rebuild the community.

Monday also was Tax Day, which is a reminder that 
every dollar funding our government comes from a 
hard-working taxpayer. I believe we must reform the tax 
system, but first, we must cut spending.

That same day, we heard the long-term outlook of 
the U.S. economy, as rated by Standard and Poor’s, was 
changed from “stable” to “negative.” Standard and Poor’s, 
a credit rating agency, cited the “risk that US policy 
makers might not reach an agreement on how to address 
medium- and long-term budgetary challenges by 2013” 
as the reasoning behind this downgrading.

This should be a wake-up call to Congress and the 
Administration indicating that we must rein in spending 
to get people back to work, and ultimately, to create more 
stability in our economy.

Later in the week, I visited with citizens groups in 
Warsaw, Kilmarnock and Newport News to conduct town 
hall meetings about current Congressional issues. I also 
had the opportunity to visit the campus of  the College 
of William and Mary, and also received an update from 
Colonial Williamsburg on the preservation work they are 
doing to cultivate our Commonwealth’s history.

I always look forward to hearing from folks directly, 
and if you are interested in meeting with me or the First 
District staff, or having us visit your organization, please 
contact my office on the website. We would love to hear 
from you on the critical issues affecting this nation.

Visit wittman.house.gov to schedule a meeting.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

During the 2011 General Assembly ses-
sion there were several pieces of legis-

lation aimed specifically to address illegal 
immigration.

HB1859 requires businesses that contract 
with the Commonwealth to use a program 
to verify the employment status of their 
worker. “E-verify” as it is referred to, 
checks to make sure the potential employee 
is legally able to work in this country.

Sounds pretty simple, and is good 
common sense as a tool to ensure legal 
employment status of one’s employees, but 
as I’ve said before, you cannot easily legis-
late common sense.

It was during discussion on the House 
floor that possible unintended consequences 
could emerge from this legislation. For clar-
ification, I’ve sent the following request to 
the Attorney General for an official opinion.

“I am asking for an attorney general’s 
ruling on Chapter 573 (HB1859), which 
deals with state contractors using E-Verify.

“My concern stems from the provision 
that E-Verify programs be used for ‘newly 
hired employees performing work pursuant 
to such public contract.’ In the debate on the 
House floor, it became clear that there is no 
guidance in the legislation for the meaning 
of ‘performing work pursuant to such public 
contract.’ Specifically, I request insight into 
three unclear issues surrounding the law:

“In a previous request for insight from 
your staff, I provided the analogy of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia purchasing a 
truckload of tomatoes. While the employ-
ees driving the truck would be ‘performing 

work pursuant to such public contract,’ I 
questioned whether the law also included 
the employees who actually picked the 
tomatoes.

“Using the same analogy, if a second 
company purchased the truckload of toma-
toes and then contracted with the Com-
monwealth to sell those tomatoes, which 
company would be required under this law 
to use E-Verify to determine the immigra-
tion status of their employees?

“The clarification is needed to help 
determine what constitutes an ‘arms length 
transaction.’ My concern is there will be 
state contractors setting up shell businesses 
for the sole purpose of bidding on public 
contracts. These same contractors then have 
closely held subsidiaries established with 
employees whose immigration status is still 
undetermined since the subsidiary is not 
the original contractor with the Common-
wealth.

“Please provide insight into the term 
‘newly hired employee.’ Specifically, if a 
non-citizen is returning to work at a place 
of seasonal employment after having left 
the country and lawfully re-entered, is he a 
newly hired employee?

As you are aware, hotels, nurseries and 
farm producers all rely on legal, seasonal 
labor with many of the employees return-
ing to the same place of employment after 
having fulfilled their visa requirement to 
return to their native country. A determina-
tion on whether these returning workers are 
‘newly hired’ will have profound impacts on 
the implementation of the measure.”

A friend told me this 
story about her husband 
who traveled on a steamboat 
when he was three days old.

The story begins with a 
loving grandmother by the 
name of Mrs. Lucy Talley 
Pittman, rushing to Balti-
more on an overnight trip to 
be with her son and daugh-
ter-in-law for the imminent 
birth of their child.

Then, just after sunrise on 
April 13, 1933, unexpected 
twin baby boys were born. 
Friends and family congrat-
ulated the father, everyone 
filled with joy, hugging each 
other, preparing for a family 
celebration. But later that 
same day, the mother died 
from complications from 
the births. What had been 

elation turned to sadness, 
and the father, devastated 
from the death of his loving 
wife, had to decide what 
was going to happen to the 
babies.

Mrs. Pittman could not 
remain in Baltimore, as she 
had a family to care for at 
home in Lancaster. So she 
and the three-day-old twins, 
Virgil and Asa, boarded the 
steamboat for home. Travel-
ing was always tiring, but 
more so with infants, and 
the unsettled weather cre-
ated even more distress. Yet 
there was a shining light: a 
Mrs. Lula Winegar in route 
to White Stone, who helped 
Grandmother Pittman with 
Virgil and Asa. She asked 
the steward to bring in two 
rocking chairs, she went 
to the galley for milk, she 

helped with tiny dirty dia-
pers, and she took turns 
rocking the little ones. What 
a godsend at this trying 
time!

The steamboat reached 
the wharf in Irvington and 
began its last leg home.  
Virgil and Asa grew up 
with their grandmother, and 
Virgil Pittman became the 
loving husband of Joan Jett, 
who told me this story.

We hope you will visit 
the Steamboat Era Museum 
to hear more historic tales 
and to see what our gifted 
artisans have created to tell 
the story of the steamboat 
era.

The granddaughter of a 
steamboat captain, Anne 
McClintock is the histo-
rian at the Steamboat Era 
Museum in Irvington.

STEAMBOAT STORIES
by Anne McClintock

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
As the editor of the best 

community newspaper serv-
ing the greatest region of 
the world, I often get news 
releases accompanied by 
special requests.

The requests usually note 
they “really would like the 
item to run this week.”

Well, so would I. In fact 
I’d like everything submitted 
to be published in a timely 
matter with the least amount 
of editing possible. 

However, given a limited 
amount of space to fill and 
a seemingly infinite amount 
of material to occupy it pro-
vides me with a job.

I am tasked with deciding 
what gets in as well getting 
the most out of each item 
into the paper.

Of course, if something 
absolutely must get in as 
submitted, and it must be 
“this week,” the option of an 
advertisement exists.

We all have priorities, and 
every item is the most impor-
tant, to somebody.

With more than 30 years 
of experience, education and 
training in the industry, I 
have a good foundation for a 
continually developing sense 
for what is newsworthy.

News never quits. There-
fore, content deemed news-
worthy also changes. Every 
story sets a precedent by its 
own merit.

And I would like:
• To see every child have 

the opportunity to grow up to 
be a productive adult.

• To look out my front 
door and see a new Cadillac 
in my driveway.

• To see an end to world 
hunger.

• To eat anything I like and 
not have to worry about the 
calories, the carbohydrates or 
the fat content.

• To be more like Jesus.
• To improve my pool 

game.
• To have an endless 

supply of chocolate.
• To remember everyone’s 

name.
• To make a difference.
• To be musically inclined.
• To be more forgiving.
• To find a good-hearted, 

honest, Christian woman for 
a longtime relationship, pos-
sibly marriage.

• To have more time for 
fishing.

• To hear Emmylou Harris, 
Nanci Griffith and Iris 
DeMent all on stage together.

• To bring Paul Thorn to 
the Music By The River 
stage.

• To never forget the taste 
of my mother’s cooking.

• To be more respectful of 
others.

• To always encounter 
happy people wherever I go. 

• To live in a world free of 
sin and strife.

• To see everybody keep 
things in proper perspective 
when it comes to what is 
truly important, me included.
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Customer
Appreciation Day

at

Saturday, May 7 • 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Celebrating our

40th Anniversary-1971-2011

Rt. 360 in Lottsburg, Va.
(804) 529-7578  •  www.allisonsacehardware.com

Allison’s          Hardware

★ ★

★ ★

★ ★

Allison’s          Hardware

★★★★ ★★★★

• Free hot dogs and cokes 11am-1pm

• Buzzie the Clown 10am-1pm

• WRAR Fun Bunch 10am-1pm

• Flowers for the fi rst 40 Moms

• Gifts for the fi rst 40 Customers

• Special gifts for all kids wearing 
their Little League & Soccer uniforms

• Door Prizes

• Storewide Sales

• Northern Neck Master Gardeners

Spring Sale!
 30% off Pink-Dot Items

20% off Living Room 
10% off Garden Room 

 May 6th through May 27th

 
Tues-Sat. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Route 3, Lively
462-6260

Grand
Opening!

Before & After
Painting • Window Cleaning

Power Washing • Gutter Cleaning
House Cleaning • Floor Buffing

(804) 238-6788 or (804) 462-0790
Derrick & Deborah

Palmer

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 5, 1911, issue of 

the Virginia Citizen)

Fish and Oyster Notes
Shad season is nearing a close and while 

some fishermen report the catch the light-
est for several years past, others report it 
the heaviest. Herring are not being caught 
in any great quantities.

Oyster season on the Potomac closed, 
under the current laws of the two states, 
on April 25. In all other parts of Virginia it 
ended April 1st. The season has been above 
the average in prices and quantity.

The Virginia Oyster Planter’s Associa-
tion will meet in the Monticello Hotel, 
Norfolk, May 11 to perfect plans for the 
National gathering which takes place at 
Atlantic City May 16 and 17. Representa-
tives from all over the state will be present 
at the Norfolk meeting. It is said by those 
in authority that the convention in Atlantic 
City will be on the grandest scale of any 
convention that has ever met on the shores 
of that well-known spot. The president of 
the Virginia Association is Captain Frank 
W. Darling and Captain J. C. Robinson is 
the secretary. This association will carry a 
large delegation to Atlantic City.

Notice These:
W. A. Rowe and Co.’s notice to farmers, 

crabbers, etc.
Candidates Cards of Jas. A. Chowning, 

and R. B. Mitchell.
T. G. Julian, of Palmer, Va., has boat, 

engine, etc. for sale.
F. A. Gunby and Son, at Irvington, has 

large quantity of shells for sale.
C. L. Harvey, at Harvey’s Wharf, has 

good double horse wagon for sale.
A. Lewis and Son, the old reliable com-

mission merchants of Baltimore, solicit  
your consignments of farm products.

Trustees sale of valuable properties in 
Lancaster, Norfolk, and Northampton 
counties conveyed by deed of trust from J. 
H. Whealton. Sale to be held June 2nd, at 
Whealton.

White Stone
The City Department Club has begun 

arrangements for the celebration here on 
the Fourth of July.

Mrs. F. T. Hathaway has gone to Norfolk 
to receive medical treatment.

The “ten cent store,” which was opened 
recently by Dr. M. W. Bruce, is especially 
pleasing to the ladies.

An entertainment will be given Friday 
evening, May 5th, by the grammar school 
in the high school building. Proceeds to 
pay for hedge plants and shade trees, but 
if more than enough for that debt is raised 
it will be used to pay the teachers for this 
month.

The many friends of Mrs. Mary Saers 
were glad to see her here after her severe 
illness.

“The White Shawl” was played here 
on Friday evening last by the “Weem’s 
troupe.”

Among the recent sick now convalescent 
are, Mrs. Adams, Mrs. Ingram, Mrs. Wil-
liams and Mrs. Hughlett.

Irvington
A game of ball will be played here Sat-

urday afternoon by Ottoman and the home 
team.

Mw. J. Hayie, who has been teaching at 
Waxhaw, N.C., this session, returned home 
Monday.

Mrs. E. B. Scarborough, of Bellhaven, 
N.C., will spend the spring and summer at 
the home of Capt. A. P. Messick.

W. McDonald Lee attended meeting 
Tuesday of the Methodist Orphanage 
Board in Richmond as well as other mat-
ters calling him here.

E. G. Sherman and assistant Rains 
with a force of laborers came over from 
Urbanna last week and at once began exca-
vating for the basement under the Citizen 
office and Opera House.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

LIVELY— On May 2, 
Raymond Booth Jr., mayor 
of Kilmarnock, formally 
announced his endorse-
ment of Lewis Walker for 
Delegate in District 99.

“Lewis Walker has the 
ability to look at the prob-
lems we face in the Com-
monwealth, and carry 
solutions to Richmond 
where many of them can 
be solved,” said Booth of 
his conviction that Walker 
will represent the people of 
District 99.

“With our government 
out of hand with reckless 
spending, a looming reces-
sion, high fuel prices and 
the cost of food soaring, 
we need someone with a 

common-sense approach 
to help solve problems,” 
said Booth. “That is what 
Lewis Walker will bring to 
Richmond.”

Booth also noted Walker 
will bring true represen-
tation with his “straight 
talk and common-sense 
approach to issues.”

Booth’s endorsement is 
the most recent for Walker. 
He has already garnered 
the endorsements of  Lan-
caster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crocket, and White 
Stone Chief of Police Bill 
Webb.

“As a lifelong resident of 
this district, I have seen our 
elected officials increase 
our taxes, regulate our free-

dom, and play games with 
power and favors. All the 
while the working person 
is left to pay the bill. These 
men of our community 
have put their trust in me, 
and I hope that the con-
stituents do the same,” said 
Walker.

He is seeking the Repub-
lican nomination for Del-
egate in District 99. A 
small-business owner and 
24-year veteran of the 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department, Walker 
lives in Lancaster County 
with his wife and two chil-
dren.

Follow the Walker cam-
paign at lewiswalkerfordel-
egate.com. 

Do you remember?
This photo from the early 1930s shows a portion of Church Street. The group is sitting 
on the Palmer Building lawn. The larger building in the background is the Hazel Building, 
across Main Street from Sergent’s Department Store, said Carroll Lee Ashburn of the 
Kilmarnock Museum. The smaller building to the right was home to Jim the Tailor.  The 
fire of 1952 started in the Hazel Building. The Sergent’s site is now home to Bay and 
River Home Decor and the tailor shop most recently was home to the Kilmarnock Toy 
Store. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the museum.

From left are Bill Webb, Ronnie Crockett, Lewis Walker and Raymond Booth.

Mayor Booth, Sheriff Crockett
and Chief Webb endorse
Walker for House of Delegates

R I C H M O N D — G o v. 
Bob McDonnell on Friday 
signed legislation adopted 
by the House of Delegates 
and Senate last Thursday 
redrawing Virginia’s legis-
lative districts.

According to the new 
map, House District 99 
remains pretty much the 
same. However, Rich-
mond, Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties are 
now part of Senate Dis-
trict 4.

House District 99 now 
includes all of King 
George, Lancaster, Nor-
thumberland, Richmond 
and Westmoreland coun-
ties and precincts 101 and 
301 in Caroline County.

Senate District 4 now 
includes all of Caroline, 
Essex, Lancaster, Mid-
dlesex, Northumberland 
and Richmond counties; 
precincts 103, 104, 201, 
202, 204, 206, 301, 302, 
303, 304, 305,  401, 402, 
403, 404, 405, 406, 502, 
503, 504, 505, 506, 507, 
601, 602, 603 and 604 
in Hanover County; pre-
cincts 101 and 401 in 
King George County; pre-
cincts 101, 102, 103, 104, 
401 and 403 in Spotsylva-
nia County; and precincts 
101, 102 and 201 in West-
moreland County.

The plan must be 
reviewed by the U.S. Jus-
tice Department.

Gov. McDonnell vetoed 
an earlier plan. However, 
following Thursday’s vote, 
he indicated the compro-
mise legislation satisfied 
most of his concerns. The 
plan now retains more 
geographic and municipal 
boundaries, contains dis-
tricts that are somewhat 
more compact, and passed 
the Senate on a strong 
bipartisan vote, he said.

“I applaud the Repub-
lican and Democratic 
members of the Senate 
who worked well together 
to craft this compromise 
plan,” said Gov. McDon-
nell.

Governor signs bill establishing  
new legislative districts

All 100 House seats and 
all 40 Senate seats are up 
for election in November. 
The General Assembly has 
yet to adopt a new Con-
gressional District plan.

by Robert Mason Jr.

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com
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The horrible devastation caused by recent tornadoes is a tragedy. 
Lives have been lost and homes have been destroyed. To help with 
uninsured property damage, EVB is offering a 60-month loan of 
up to $20,000, at a fi xed 3.95% APR* with no processing fee. This 
offer is available now through June 1, 2011, for those affected by 
the tornadoes. Contact your local EVB branch for more information. 
EVB—your partner in recovery.

* Offer available only for uninsured property replacement or repair. Annual percentage rate available for 
 loans up to $20,000 for a repayment period not to exceed 60 months. A 60-month loan for $20,000 
 would require monthly payments of $367.88. This is a limited time offer and is subject to change 
 without notice. Other terms and conditions may apply. EVB® is a registered trademark of EVB in the 
 United States.

www.bankevb.com
(804) 443-4333 • 1-888-464-BANK (2265)

LET US HELP YOU GET 
BACK ON YOUR FEET 

Announcing the tornado storm relief
loan program from EVB®

Hope and Glory Inn

“Top 100 in the World” – two times
“Top 10 in America” – four times

Honor THy MoTHer
with our Mother’s Day specials

SPA TreATMenTS wiTH our fAbulouS 
PATriCio for MoTHer’S dAy weekend $99

MoTHer’S dAy gifT CerTifiCATeS Are AvAilAble

MoTHer’S dAy lunCHeon
$34 Per PerSon

inCluSive of ServiCe CHArge
And wiTH A CoMPliMenTAry MiMoSA 

for your MoM

Shrimp Bisque 
with a touch of Sherry

Chesapeake Crab Salad on an 
Avocado Fan with marinated 

asparagus
Beef Carpaccio with Capers and 

Red Onion
Fresh Fruit and Classic 

Bruschetta

Peach Melba Shortcake with 
Raspberry Sorbet

reserVatioNs are reQuireD 

spa treatMeNts aND fiNe DiNiNg

fiVe Days eVery week - thursDay thru MoNDay

reserVatioNs oNly

www.hopeandglory.com
804-438-6053
800-497-8228

CHARLOTTESVILLE—
Spring fire season officially 
ended at midnight April 30 
along with the prohibition 
on outdoor burning before 
4 p.m., but officials with the 
Virginia Department of For-
estry (VDOF) caution that 
conditions are not ideal and 
the threat of wildland fires is 
still very real.

From January 1 through 
April 30, the VDOF 
responded to 609 wildland 
fires that burned 11,285 
acres. Agency employees 
and members of numerous 
volunteer fire departments 
protected 848 homes and 
495 other structures. Fifteen 
homes were damaged.

Significant fire activity 
occurred in mid-February 
as high winds whipped up 
fires across the state. Valen-
tine’s Day saw 81 fires con-
sume 1,858 acres, including 
a 176-acre fire in Dinwiddie 
County and a 760-acre fire 
in Craig County. February 
19 saw 135 fires burn more 
than 7,701 acres. Across 
the state that day, 478 
acres burned in Middlesex 
County, 907 acres in Louisa 
County and 1,262 in Rock-
ingham County.

The figures represent a 
42% increase in the number 
of fires and a 241% increase 
in the number of acres burned 
this year compared to last 
year. Comparable increases 
were seen in the number of 
homes and other structures 
protected. During the same 
period in 2010, a total of 
424 wildfires burned 3,297. 

The Kilmarnock Garden 
Club (KGC) recently wel-
comed Norfolk Botanical 
Garden Lifelong Learning 
Program manager Betty 
Ann Galway.

She shares her talents with 
her floral design classes held 
at the garden, where she also 
launched the Floral Design 
Certificate Program, accord-
ing to club member Cindy 
Howard.  Galway honed her 
skills while working in both 
retail and wholesale floral 
shops and running her own 
wedding floral business.  
She enters her floral designs 
in many flower shows while 
she awaits her final exam 
this month to become an 
accredited judge through 
the Federation of Garden 
Clubs.  

KGC members brought in 
containers and fresh cuttings 
from their gardens to use 
in the hands-on workshop 
of creative line, line-mass, 
reflective and functional 
table designs, said Howard. 

The KGC meets at 1 
p.m. the third Tuesday of 
every month at Kilmarnock 
Baptist Church at 65 East 
Church Street in Kilmar-
nock.  Guests are always 
welcome. 

Floating and fishing
Steve Johnson of Kilmarnock casts his line in Norris Pond Saturday.  Beautiful weather and warm temperatures 
made it a great day to get outside and enjoy the Northern Neck.  Photo by Yours Truly Photography

Spring fire season
officially ends, threat
of wildfires remains

The remainder of the 2011 
season was marked by short 
periods of light to moderate 
fire activity. Periodic rainfall 
helped reduce the number 
and size of fires.

 “Even though the cal-
endar says that spring fire 
season is over doesn’t mean 
that the threat of wildland 
fires has ended,” said John 
Miller, VDOF’s director of 
resource protection.

Yard debris, such as leaves 
and downed tree limbs and 
branches, are often burned 
as part of “spring clean-
ing.” said Miller. These fires 
increase the potential threat 
of wildland fires.

Debris burning remains 
the leading cause of wild-
land fires in Virginia, and 
Miller urges anyone plan-
ning to burn—regardless of 
the time of year—to prop-
erly prepare by clearing the 
area around the place to be 
burned; have available suf-
ficient water and hand tools, 
such as a shovel or rake, and 
burn only when conditions 
of high humidity and low 
wind speed are present.

Galway leads
design class
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