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Spring competition
Join Record reporter Shannon Rice on the weekend sports beat at 
the Area 28 Track and Field Special Olympics at RRecord.com.

Thursday,  May 19, 2011  

   The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

Rappahannock Record
www.RRecord.com75¢   Volume 94 No. 32

BURGESS—Longtime Nor-
thumberland County businessman 
Tiffany Randolph Cockrell of Bur-
gess died May 13, 2011. He was 
89. 

Mr. Cockrell was the founder of 
Tiffany Yachts Inc. in Glebe Point, 
formed after he returned to the 
Northern Neck after World War 
II. Through the years he built the 
“Tiffany” brand of highly custom-
ized yachts into one of the most 
renowned on the East Coast and 
beyond. Along with an expert staff, 
including his wife and children, 
and now grandchildren, he built 
over 150 yachts during his career.

Mr. Cockrell led the company 
from 1949 until he offi cially retired 
in 1999 at the age of 78. 

According to his son, Randy, 
who now runs the business with 
his sister, Becky, and several of Mr. 
Cockrell’s nine grandchildren, his 
father never really retired and came 
to work daily until 2010 when a 
fi re destroyed the main shop. Mr. 
Cockrell was able to see a new, 
modern facility completed before 
his death. 

Following Mr. Cockrell’s retire-
ment from the day-to-day opera-
tions, he built about 16 small skiffs 
known as “skiffanies,” said Randy. 
He stopped building those about 
fi ve years ago when getting in and 
out of the small boats became too 
diffi cult for him.

Born July 16, 1921, to the late 
Otis C.W. and Fannie May Cockrell, 
Mr. Cockrell fi rst built Chesapeake 
Bay deadrise workboats with his 
father, who formed the Glebe Point 
Boat Company Inc. in the early 
1930s. While serving in the U.S. 
Navy from 1942-45, Mr. Cockrell 
was a chief carpenter’s mate and 
learned more about boat repair and 
design of planning hulls.

 Mr. Cockrell was a mentor for 
many area youths and Cub Scouts 
over the years, training them in 
boat repair and construction. 

“He was very generous with his 
time. He loved to help them,” said 
Randy. 

Mr. Cockrell was a member of 
Fairfi elds United Methodist Church 
in Burgess.

An obituary appears on page B6.

KILMARNOCK—During a fi ery session 
Monday over the town’s proposed 2011-12 
budget, three separate motions to approve the 
fi rst reading from three of the four members 
present failed for lack of a second. 

The gridlock prompted Mayor Raymond 
Booth to comment, “We’re certainly stingy 
with seconds tonight,” which generated laugh-
ter from the gallery but failed to ease tension 
among council members. 

Vice mayor William Smith, who heads the 
administration and fi nance committee that 
crafted the proposed $4.6 million budget, and 
councilman Johnny Smith were absent due to 
prior commitments, indicated Booth.

However, the failure of a fi rst vote will have 
no effect on the approval process, said town 
attorney Chris Stamm after the meeting.   

“It’s not necessary to have two votes,” 
Stamm explained. “There is a provision for it 
in the town code as a way to keep the public 
informed. It’s been part of the process (in Kil-
marnock) for as long as I’ve been here, which 
has been twenty-something years.” 

Stamm said council could hold a special 
meeting to make changes to the proposed 
budget, but he felt the presence of all mem-
bers at the June meeting would result in a fi nal 
vote.

One of the sticking points for council 

member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn is a proposal 
to cut the Business, Professional and Occupa-
tional License (BPOL) tax up to 40% for some 
businesses.

In a prepared statement she said, “I don’t 
think this is the time to cut any taxes.” She 
cautioned council members, “four of whom 
have businesses in town, to think very care-
fully about cutting the BPOL taxes in case it 
may be looked upon by some citizens as self-
serving. We are all here to do what’s best for 
the town, not what’s best for us as individu-
als.” 

She noted that lowering the BPOL tax could 
cause other town taxes to increase. Nunn sug-
gested three alternate solutions. The fi rst was 
to make BPOL revenue-neutral by waiving the 
fees for two years for new businesses locat-
ing to town. “We don’t have the money, so we 
don’t lose anything,” she said. Second, she 
suggested setting a fee rather than a percent-
age. And third, she proposed a 10% across-
the-board reduction for a trial period of one 
year “and see if it has any effect.”

Paul Jones stated his opposition to lower-
ing the BPOL tax while leaving real estate and 
personal property taxes the same. “Nothing is 
being done to help people on fi xed incomes or 
other residents of this town,” he said.

Booth disagreed. 
“We’re not raising real estate or personal 

property tax rates,” he said, noting that those 

taxes do not bring in the bulk of the budget 
revenue. “It’s a small amount of money...
We’re not raising the water or sewer rates...
What’s important—and I think most citizens 
understand this—if we stimulate and keep a 
healthy business community, we effectively 
increase the volume of business done includ-
ing the tax base. It allows us to preclude any 
need to raise property and personal property 
taxes and water and sewer rates,” said Booth.

Council member Shawn Donahue said 
the BPOL tax cut accounted for only about 
$60,000 of a $4.6 million budget while pay-
roll has a much bigger impact at $1.4 million. 
Using a 2007 study which showed Kilmarnock 
town employee salaries were below those in 
18 other localities, Donahue noted that Kil-
marnock compared well in benefi ts such as 
holidays and fl oating holidays and better than 
most in medical benefi ts.

When he asked town manager Tom Saun-
ders if the information was correct, Saunders 
replied, “Yes, but you’re cherry picking.”

Donahue then stated the biggest part of the 
budget comes off the backs of businesses.

“The biggest revenue the town has is the 
meals and lodging tax,” replied Nunn.

“Yes,” Donahue agreed.
“You’re not paying that,” Nunn shot back. 

“That’s your customers’ money. It just passes 

WHITE STONE—The town 
council decided last Thursday to 
advertise a proposed $146,445 
budget for fiscal year 2012 
for public hearing at its June 2 
meeting. 

The budget includes a deficit 
of nearly $23,000, which coun-
cil members decided to cover 
with the town’s reserve funds 
rather than impose a business, 
meals or general tax at this time, 
according to town manager Pat-
rick Frere. 

The decision came during an 
emergency meeting of the town 
council last week. 

Vice mayor David Jones 
made the motion to advertise 
the proposed budget and use 
the reserves to cover the defi-
cit. The motion passed, 5-0-1, 
with councilman Randy Reeves 
abstaining. 

Councilman Scott Hudson 
was absent. Those attending 
were Joe Sliakis, Irving Brit-
tingham, Jennifer Hodges, Tina 
Davis, Reeves, Jones and mayor 
Lloyd B. Hubbard. 

According to Frere, the town 
has approximately $420,000 in 
money market accounts. 

Jones made a second motion 
that stated by the end of the first 
quarter on September 30, 2011, 
council must have determined 
a way to balance the budget, 
either through drastic cuts or 
some type of tax, said Frere. 

That motion passed unani-
mously, 6-0.

Cuts could come from public 
safety, which continues to be 
the town’s big ticket item with 
proposed fiscal year 2011-12 
expenses of $65,080.

“There was a lot of discussion 
there about cutting back on the 
number of policemen or making 
them part-time,” said Frere. 

The town has a police chief 
and one officer.

Just Gardens, just full of blooms
From left, Nancy Thomas and Pam Hammond photograph a fl ower bed that fl ows down the 
hill at Warwick Banks, the home of Susan and Monte Lake, during the Just Gardens tour May 
14 and 15 to benefi t The Haven Shelter & Services. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Scootie Watson (right) displays walking onions 
in the garden at Willow Point, the home of 
Cynthia Hudson and Jim Lake in Mundy Point. 

A bed of white and purple irises wave in 
the breeze at Cats Cove, the home of 
Kathy Hoffman and Charles Newton. 
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Northumberland supervisors approve $15,026,750 school budget
by Shannon Rice

Board authorizes Omega Protein to exceed height limit for evaporators
by Shannon Rice

HEATHSVILLE—By a 4-1 
vote, the Northumberland board of 
supervisors on May 12 approved a 
$15,026,750 school budget for fi scal 
year 2011-12.

Anticipated revenues include 
local funds totaling $10,516,820. 
This refl ects a $522,499 reduction 
from the $11,039,319 proposed by 
the school board and presented by 
superintendent Clint Stables.

“It still allows for an increase in 
salary,” said county administrator 

Kenny Eades. A 3% pay increase is 
expected.

The budget proposed by the school 
board totaled some $15,549,249 and 
would have covered a 5.25% per 
cent increase. The current budget 
totals $15,008,932.

District 4 Supervisor Tommy 
Tomlin voted “nay” to the budget, 
saying he is in favor of a 3% bonus 
rather than a raise. 

Tomlin also was critical of the 
school system’s step pay scale 
system. Teachers employed for up 
to four years are considered a Step 1 

employee. During the previous aca-
demic school year, Step 1 employ-
ees were those employed up to three 
years. 

“The scale should be used for 
one purpose, to determine the start-
ing salary of a beginning teacher 
or a teacher with experience,” said 
Tomlin.

Both Tomlin and Stables agreed 
that if changes were made, they’d 
rather see a salary increase straight 
across the board as opposed to the 
step system.

Although District 3 supervisor 

James Long voted in favor of the 
budget, he expressed concern with 
the schools’ 17.7% dropout rate and 
poor student attendance.

“We have kids in the elementary 
school missing 25 days,” said Long.

There is little the schools can do 
if a student is absent with a parent’s 
consent, said Stables.

Eades said supervisors plan to 
adopt a countywide budget June 9. 

A public hearing on the county 
budget will be held at 7 p.m. June 
1. A related work session was held 
May 16.

HEATHSVILLE—A request from 
Omega Protein Inc. to erect evaporators 
exceeding a 45-foot height limit for struc-
tures in the industrial light zoning district 
was unanimously approved May 12 by the 
Northumberland board of supervisors.

The taller 80 ft. evaporator will reuse 
industrial waste to evaporate water when 
processing fi sh, said Omega representative 
Andy Hall. Omega’s current evaporator 

uses a boiler. The new evaporator will not 
process more fi sh for Omega but will pro-
cess them more effi ciently and more cost 
effectively, said Hall.

Alfred Shilling expressed concerns over 
the noise produced by Omega’s operations 
and suggested a noise ordinance or tree 
buffers.

“The ambient noise level is very sub-
stantial,” said Shilling.

District 4 supervisor Tommy Tomlin 
noted that the noise would have to be mea-

sured in decibels in order for an ordinance 
to be upheld in court.

In another matter, supervisors post-
poned action until June 9 on a request 
from Rebecca Worley for an after-the-fact 
exception to encroach the 50-foot resource 
protection area at 1476 Shore Lane on the 
Potomac River. 

District 1 Supervisor Joseph Self sug-
gested an addition there be removed by 
August 1 and checked for compliance.

Tomlin supported Self’s suggestions and 

proposed a penalty of $10,000.
“When it’s a fl agrant disregard, there’s got 

to be consequences given,” said Tomlin.
The board unanimously approved a Six-

Year Secondary Improvement Plan budget 
from the Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation that will be effective through fi scal 
year 2017. The budget provides $51,690 
for work on Northumberland County roads 
in 2012 and allocations of $48,696 per 
fi scal year from 2013 to 2017. The six-year 
plan total is $295,170.

KILMARNOCK, continued on page A2
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  Heathsville Farmers 
Market

Saturday, May 21  
9 am – 1 pm.

Come & Enjoy
The Chesapeake Bay 

Garden Club Flower Show 
Friday, May 20th & Saturday, May 21st

Enjoy Fresh Produce, Freshly Baked Breads, 
Cakes & Cookies, Lemon & Limeade, Meat, 

Plants, Clothing, Art, Furniture, 
Homespun Crafts, Brooms, Baskets and too 

much more to mention.

For more information about the Market or 
becoming a vendor call: 580-3377

   
Support Your Local Historic sites

they need your help!
Proceeds benefit the Historic Heathsville Tavern Foundation.

Narrated Leisurely Cruise
• Enjoy Fresh Seafood at the 
Restaurants by Ewell Harbor 

• Bayside Inn Sightseeing
• See the Smith Island Museum

• Visit the Gift Shops 
• Rent a Golf Cart

Try the world’s best crabcake 
& Smith Island Classic Cake!

(10 layer chocolate cake & 
other fl avors available too!)

SMITH ISLAND
& Chesapeake Bay Cruises

Reedvil le  •  (804)  453-3430
www.cruisetosmithis land.com

www.ChesapeakeBayCampResort .com

DAY CRUISE FROM REEDVILLE
Ewell Village on Smith Island

Departs 10:00 am
Returns 3:45 pm
$25.00 For Adults

$15 ages 3-12
Minimum

Reservations Required

IRVINGTON—The Hope 
and Glory Inn plans to add 
White Fences Vineyard and 
wine shop to its operations.

Last week, owners 
Peggy and Dudley Patteson 
received approval from the 

through your books.”
During the public hear-

ing, some town citizens 
also blasted the proposed 
budget.

Floyd Hollister noted the 
effects of the difficult econ-
omy on federal, state and 
local governments as well as 
businesses and citizens. He 
said unemployment in Lan-
caster is at 10.6%, up more 
than 6% since 2006. He said 
there were no increases in 
Social Security and other 
retirement programs for 
people on fixed incomes.

“These are not good eco-
nomic times, yet Kilmar-
nock proposes a budget of 
$4.6 million, an increase of 
3.4% over the 2010 budget,” 
said Hollister. “The pro-
posed budget will average 
$3,700 per person 25 years 
of age or older...$6,000 per 
dwelling unit.”

Hollister blamed the high 
real estate assessments and 
suggested a reassessment 
would lower values by 25%. 
“When this happens, Kil-
marnock’s revenues will fall 
accordingly and Kilmarnock 
will have a financial crisis...
Kilmarnock needs to hold 
the line on spending and 
build up its surplus in antici-
pation of the decline...I urge 
(council) to reconsider its 
proposed budget increase,” 
he said.

Howard Straughan gave 
a similar warning. “Yet you 
people are reducing the 
BPOL tax. Four persons on 
town council will benefit. 
It is totally irresponsible. 
Infrastructure needs to be 
met: the sewer, town hall, 
business park. Pay employ-
ees at least up to the 75 per-
centile that other towns pay,” 
said Straughan, who once 
headed the budget process 
as a former councilman. 
“I don’t know of any busi-

Walking for awareness
One of the newest survivors of cancer to participate in 
the recent Lancaster/Northumberland Relay for Life 
was beagle Daisy Mae. The nine-year-old pooch, who 
received a stem cell transplant at North Caroline State 
University two weeks ago, participated in the “survivor 
lap” with (from left) Marisa Logan and owner Mary 
Ann Goodall and dozens of other survivors at an all-
night event Friday at Northumberland High School in 
Claraville. The celebration was sponsored by American 
Cancer Society Inc. South Atlantic Division and included 
dinner, a car show and “Miss Relay” pageant.

From left, “favorite school counselor” Hutt Williams, 
a 13-year survivor, was honored by students Jordan 
Baughan and Sarah Seggelink of the Northumberland 
High School Beta Club. Baughan wore her creation, The 
Mystery Machine, for the walk. “It’s a lot of fun and for a 
good cause,” she said. Photos by Audrey Thomasson.
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Innkeepers receive authorization
to operate vineyard and wine shop

by Audrey Thomasson Irvington Town Council 
for a conditional use permit 
to operate the vineyard 
and wine shop. Innkeeper 
Dudley Patteson said he 
hopes to have an ABC 
license in time to open by 
June. 

Council member Kath-
leen Pollard expressed 
concern over an absence of 
adequate lawn mowing in 
front of the vineyard. Pat-
teson assured her he was 
making arrangements for 
cutting on a regular basis.

After a public hearing 
produced no comments, 
council member Wayne 
Nunnally made the motion 
to approve, which passed 
on a 5-0 vote. Member Ed 
Sulick did not attend the 
meeting.

In other business, council 

unanimously approved the 
purchase of an emergency 
radio so the town can com-
municate with the county 
emergency team during 
hurricanes and other disas-
ters. Zoning administrator 
Bob Hardesty reported he 
is putting together a list of 
volunteer block captains to 
coordinate residential needs 
with town officials during 
an emergency. 

Council members 
expressed concern about 
the slow progress in clean-
ing up Irvington Marina 
and suggested the town 
attorney and Hardesty meet 
with marina attorney Craig 
Smith.

“I don’t see anything 
moving out of there,” said 
Pollard.

Hardesty noted all the 

cleanup is being done by 
one man.”It’s all done by 
hand. There is no equip-
ment being used,” he said.

“In the meeting, please 
explore the possibility of 
using eminent domain to 
take it over,” said Nunnally.

Council also scheduled a 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, May 24, at Irvington 
Baptist Church to discuss 
the future of a deteriorating 
house on the town’s newly 
aquired property on Chesa-
peake Drive.

A fiscal year 2011-12 
budget workshop will be 
held at 6 p.m. May 31 at the 
town office.

Town clerk Jackie Bur-
rell requested that citizens 
interested in participating 
in the  town’s July 4 parade 
call her at 438-6230.

Kilmarnock budget
continued from page A1

nesses that relocated out of 
town because of BPOL, yet 
I can name you some that 
came to town.” He called on 
council members to make 
public any benefits they 
would receive from lower-
ing BPOL taxes.

Les Spivey, another 
former councilman familiar 
with town finances, noted 
the concept that real estate 
taxes would have a major 
impact was incorrect. “That 
would have a small effect 
on the long term. Most tax 
comes from the meals tax. 
If BPOL tax is a way to 
give back to the merchants, 
use some of the tax to draw 
other businesses to town...
through proper marketing 
and advertising...” as other 
locals do, he suggested.

Spivey said his concern 
is about town residents who 
do not have town water 
and sewer service but their 
taxes are used to subsidize 
those that do. He called it 
“grossly unfair” and called 
on council to come up with 
a plan to make the system 
pay for itself.  

Additionally, he praised 
the town for contributing to 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department by paying 
to replace their roof. “The 
town should consider an 

annual contribution to the 
department. They volunteer 
to be firemen. They don’t 
volunteer to be fund-rais-
ers,” he said. 

The mayor thanked 
Spivey for correcting some 
of the misinformation about 
the budget and “giving an 
accurate depiction of the 
real estate. It has a mini-
mal impact on the budget,” 
Booth said. “There’s not 
that much money in the real 
estate pool that will result 
in a whole lot of money” 
toward the budget.

Councilman Randy Mou-
bray made the first motion 
to adopt the budget as 
presented. After it failed 
for lack of a second, the 
mayor asked Donahue 
if he wished to make an 
amended motion. However, 
Nunn jumped in and made a 
second motion to adopt the 
budget with an amendment 
in the BPOL reductions to 
“a 10% across-the-board 
reduction for one year.” 
Again, members failed to 
offer a second.

Donahue’s motion “to 
approve the budget as 
proposed but giving no 
increase in salary for 
employees this year” was 
the last to succumb for lack 
of a second.

WARSAW—Lancaster 
and Northumberland resi-
dents are reminded of the 
upcoming county-sponsored 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collections June 11. Drop-
offs should be made to 
specified sites, said Northern 
Neck Soil & Water Conser-
vation District education and 
public relations manager 
Faye Andrashko. 

Lancaster drop-offs will 
be received in the morning, 
and Northumberland in the 
afternoon. In both counties, 
the first 50 pounds of waste 
are accepted free; overages 
will be assessed at $1.05 per 
pound, said Andrashko. 

Lancaster drop-offs will 
be accepted from 7:30 to 
11 a.m. at the Kilmarnock 
Refuse Center at 320 White 
Pine Drive, off Irvington 
Road.

Northumberland drop-offs 
will be accepted from 1 to 
4:30 p.m. at the Horsehead 
Refuse Center at 11705 Nor-
thumberland Highway

Bring spent fluorescent 
bulbs (including compact 

Residential hazardous
waste collections slated

fluorescents), unwanted pes-
ticides, antifreeze, NiCad 
and rechargeable batteries, 
cleaners, non-latex paint and 
stain, old/contaminated fuels 
and household chemicals. 

Do not bring tires, car bat-
teries, radioactives, medi-
cal waste, smoke detectors, 
ammo/related explosives, 
latex paint (nonhazardous).

“Through this spring col-
lection, residents can, with 
small effort and little or no 
cost, have a positive impact 
on the health of our water-
ways and our precious coastal 
resources,” said Andrashko. 

The household hazardous 
waste collections for these 
counties will be repeated 
October 15, she said. Resi-
dents are urged to set aside 
and bring household hazard-
ous waste products for safe 
disposal.  

Staff of Northern Neck 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District will assist the two 
counties in the collection.

n Board member
The Deltaville Maritime 

Museum and Holly Point 
Nature Park Board recently 
announced Deane Hundley 
of Deltaville will serve on 
its board.

“Deane has over 25 years 
experience with nonprofit 
organizations, marketing 
and fund raising. He brings 
skills to our board that we 
sorely need,” said presi-
dent Bob Kates. “We have 
needed a board member 
who could go to bat for us in 
these areas.”

NEWS BREAK
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

September 6-18, 2011
Ready to see Alaska--now is the time. Travel 

from Fairbanks to Denali to Anchorage aboard 
the McKinley Explorer train before boarding 
your 5 star cruise liner, Holland America’s ms 
Zaandam. See bears, pan for gold, marvel at 

the glaciers in this “Great Land”. This beauti-
ful and pristine wilderness will capture a 13 

day vacation you will never forget. 
Prices start at only $2100!

www.arcadiamotorsinc.com

Greenpoint
Nursery

Route 3 • Lively • 462-0220

“an eclectic collection for
aesthetic reflection”

Sale!
 30% off Pink-Dot Items

20% Nature-Based Bath & Beauty Products  
10% Garden Room  

Through Memorial Day Weekend…
 

Tues-Sat. 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
Route 3, Lively

462-6260

LOCUST HILL—George 
Henry Roye, an 80-year-
old resident of Locust Hill 
in Middlesex County, was 
charged with first-degree 
murder on Monday, May 
16, in the shooting death of 
his son-in-law, 55-year-old 
Charles Purnell Scott Sr., 
said a Middlesex sheriff’s 
office spokesman.

The 911 call came into the 
Middlesex communications 
center at 1:42 p.m. Monday. 
The caller reported a man 
down, not responsive, adding 
that he thought the victim 
had been shot.  

The first units to arrive 
on the scene at 1:47 p.m. 
were deputy Jordan Russell, 
Major R.C. Green and Inv. 
C.B. Sibley. Roye was taken 
into custody without further 
incident at that time. The 
suspect was placed under 
arrest within 10 minutes of 
the time the original  call 
came in.

Sheriff Guy Abbott, who 
also responded to the scene, 
called out additional person-
nel to assist with traffic con-
trol and perimeter security.

Investigator Sibley obtained 
a search warrant for the Roye 
residence in the 500 block of 
Silver Ridge Road, where the 
weapon used in the alleged 
shooting was recovered. 

Virginia State Police spe-
cial agents also responded to 
assist in processing the  crime 
scene. Special agent J.S. 
Pruitt assisted Sibley in pro-
cessing additional evidence 
on Tuesday when Roye  was 
charged with two additional 
felonies—the use of a fire-
arm in the commission of a 
felony, and possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon. 

 He is being held without 
bond at the Middle Peninsula 
Regional Security Center in 
Saluda.

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers is seeking informa-
tion on the whereabouts of 
four individuals. 

 Michael Tyrell Smith, 
27, is wanted for failure to 
appear in court for a driving 
suspended charge.

He is described as a black 
male with black hair and 
brown eyes. He weighs 229 
pounds and is 6 feet tall with 
tattoos on  his right and left 
arms and his neck.

His last known address 
was 12182 Mary Ball Road, 
Kilmarnock. He also stays in 
the Mollusk area.

O’Dell  Dade, Juanique 
Lashawn, 28, is wanted for 
failure to appear in court for 

a traffic offense.
She is described as a black 

female with brown hair and 
eyes. She weighs 151 pounds 
and is 5 feet 11 inches tall. 
She goes by the name of 
Juanique Dade, Juanique 
O’Dell, and Juanique O’Dell 
Dade.

Her last known address 
was 157 Prentice Creek 
Road, Kilmarnock.

James Richard Coleman, 
29, is wanted for assault and 
battery.

He is described as a black 
male with black hair and 
brown eyes. He weighs 190 
pounds and is 5 feet 3 inches 
tall.

His last known address 

was 29 Hatton Avenue, Kil-
marnock.

Mark Cox, 38, is wanted 
for failure to pay child sup-
port.

He is described as a black 
male  with black hair and 
brown eyes. He weighs 250 
pounds and is 6 feet 1 inch 
tall with a beard and a mus-
tache.

His last known address 
was 6 Sweet Gum Place, 
Hampton.

Report information regard-
ing these individuals to 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463. 
Useful information could 
lead to a reward up to $1,000. 
You don’t have to give your 
name, or appear in court.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 10 
individuals.
Felonies

Louis Mark Swann, 52, 
of Heathsville was charged 
May 2 with grand larceny.

Lakesha Shewan Lowe, 
26, of Callao was charged 
May 14 on a Richmond 

County warrant with two 
counts of attempting mali-
cious wounding and two 
counts of assault and bat-
tery.
Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock man, 27, 
was charged May 9 with 
petit larceny and driv-
ing without a license (3rd 
offense within 10 years).

A Heathsville woman, 

20, was charged May 9 on a 
Richmond County warrant 
with failure to appear in the 
General District Court.

A Heathsville man, 55, 
was charged May 12 with 
assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Warsaw man, 19, 
was charged May 13 with 
appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A Callao man, 33, was 

KILMARNOCK—It’s 
not unusual to see the 
occasional opossum run-
ning through the yard or a 
few buzzards hanging next 
to some recent roadkill, 
but coyote sightings in our 
area have been rare, until 
recently. The population 
of the undesirable predator 
is on the increase in many 
Virginia communities.

“There are coyotes here,” 
said Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries 
(DGIF) game warden Ken 
Williams. “We’re not over-
run with them, but they are 
here.”

Williams, whose territory 
includes Northumberland 
and Lancaster counties, 
says he handles about a 
dozen calls a year on coy-
otes, but that number has 
not increased. 

“I hear about them during 
deer season from hunt-
ers out in the woods with 
their dogs, but I’ve had no 
reports of coyotes bother-
ing farmers in the area. 

“The legislature lists 
them as a nuisance so they 
can be shot any time day or 
night,” said Williams. He 
noted that people who hunt 
them must have a hunting 
license. 

Williams described coy-
otes as looking like a small 
German shepherd with gray 
or brownish coloring. Some 
people mistake foxes for 
coyotes, he added. 

Considered nocturnal, 
the game warden said they 
could be spotted in the early 
morning hours or late eve-
nings. “They live in dens in 
the woods or woodlines.”

With the population fairly 
under control here, Wil-
liams said local residents 
need not get overly excited 
about the predators harm-
ing their pets unless they’ve 
seen coyotes in their area. 
“They mostly look for easy 
meals—rats, mice, squir-
rels and rabbits.” 

According to DGIF, coy-
otes have been known to 
show aggression and attack 
or even kill free-roaming 
small domestic dogs and 

cats that live within a coy-
ote’s family territory. In 
nearby Middlesex County, 
two dogs were recently 
attacked by coyotes but 
both survived. 

“They will prey and 
scavenge on anything 
including vegetable matter 
and fruits, insects, small 
rodents, rabbits, birds, 
snakes and larger ani-
mals,” said Ron Mes-
sina, media spokesman 
for DGIF. “People should 
not tolerate them or feed 
them. They can be killed 
anytime except Sundays,” 
which could be a holdover 
of the Blue Laws, he said.

Messina noted that coy-
otes are not native to Vir-
ginia but migrated here 
from the western states. 
The first sightings were in 
the 1950s. 

He noted that while they 
are becoming more abun-
dant across the state, he 
hadn’t heard of many prob-
lems on the Northern Neck. 
“The Neck is probably one 
of the last places they’ll get 
to,” he said.

Man charged 
with murder
of son-in-law

This coyote was spotted last week on Boys Camp Road near Kilmarnock. Photo by Mike 
Antonio

Coyotes are present,
but not yet a menace,
says local game warden

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFF’S REPORT

LANCASTER CRIME SOLVERS

Michael Tyrell Smith O’Dell Dade,
Juanique Lashawn

James Richard Coleman

charged May 13 with two 
counts of obtaining money 
under false pretenses. In 
both counts, the amount was 
less than $200.

A Heathsville man, 40, 
was charged May 14 with 
assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Farnham man, 45, was 
charged May 14 with two 
counts of obtaining money 
under false pretenses. In 
both counts, the amount was 
less than $200.

A Weems man, 24, was 
charged May 15 with speed-
ing, reckless driving and 
eluding a police officer.

n Bullyingworkshop
The MPNNCSB Prevention Services 

Division in partnership with the Rural 
Virginia United Coalition will hold a 
free workshop on bullying from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 21, at the Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern Neck at 
517 North Main Street in Kilmarnock. 

Robert L. Franklin MS, of the Virginia 
Department of Health Injury, Suicide 
& Violence Prevention Program, will 
speak. Parents, community members, 
educators, faith-based organizations and 
youth services providers are invited. 
RSVP to 758-9398, or register at rvuc.
com.

AREA EVENT
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For more than 25 years, “The Landing” has been synonymous with the
highest standards of retirement living in Williamsburg for very good
reasons. We offer a gracious, quality lifestyle that includes:

� Secure, gated Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC)
� Neighborhood options of homes, townhomes and apartments
� Full continuum of health care; fulltime physician onsite
� Variety of amenities including resort-style Health Club & Spa
� Independent not-for-profit; local Board of Directors
� CARF-CCAC Accredited (Only 12%-15% of CCRCs nationally are accredited.)

We’re Williamsburg Landing. The number one retirement community
in one of America’s top-ranked retirement locations.

Ask about our incentives.
Call now for details:

757.565.6505

www.WilliamsburgLanding.com

Hampton Roads’ only CARF-CCAC accredited
Continuing Care Retirement Community

Presents
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels

By Jeffrey Lane
Music by David Yazbek

A hilarious musical comedy 
At The Playhouse in White Stone

June 9, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24 & 25 – Evenings
7:00 pm Social Hour – 8:00 pm Curtain

June 26 – Matinee
2:00 pm Social Hour – 3:00 pm Curtain

$20 for Adults
Reseervatons Required

Call 435-3776
E-mail office@lancasterplayers.org

Visit: lancasterplayers.org 
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URBANNA—On Friday, 
April 30, former Bay Aging 
operations officer Kathy 
Vesley-Massey, became the 
organization’s president and 
chief executive officer.

She succeeded Allyn 
Gemerek, who recently 
announced his retirement.

 “Kathy is well qualified 
to lead Bay Aging, having 
been with our agency 
for 12 years as the chief 
operating officer,” said 
board chairman Jimmie 
Carter.  “Prior to joining 
Bay Aging she served as 

deputy commissioner of 
the Virginia Department 
for the Aging; director of 
Virginia’s office on vol-
unteerism; and deputy 
director of Virginia’s 
Department for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing.  She 
holds two degrees from 
The College of William 
and Mary.” 

Bay Aging staff and its 
board are proud of their 
work to help improve 
lives of people through-
out the Middle Penin-
sula and Northern Neck, 

said senior vice presi-
dent, development, Jean 
M. Duggan.  They also 
understand the need to 
build a stronger, account-
able system to meet the 
needs of a rapidly increas-
ing number of aging Baby 
Boomers.

Vesley-Massey is com-
mitted to working with the 
board on immediate goals  
to enhance governance, 
strategic planning and 
quality assurance. She is 
emphasizing the need for 
all staff to focus on best 

practices for Bay Aging 
operations and adminis-
tration, she said.

“I also believe we need 
to recognize and assist 
our staff and volunteers 
building programs in: 
Bay Family Housing, 
including Indoor Plumb-
ing and Weatherization; 
Bay Transit, public trans-
portation for all reasons; 
Community Living Pro-
grams, including Meals on 
Wheels, f inancial coun-
seling and many other 
supportive services,” said 

Vesley-Massey. 
“These are challeng-

ing goals; however, Bay 
Aging is blessed with 
dedicated, hard working 
employees and volunteers 
who will effectively con-
tinue our important work 
for our neighbors.”

For 33 years Bay Aging 
has been providing pro-
grams and services for 
people of all ages so they 
may live independently 
in their communities for 
as long as possible, said 
Duggan.  

URBANNA—Bay Aging recently 
received a $25,000 grant from the 
Disabled American Veterans (DAV) 
Charitable Service Trust.

The funds will be used to support 
the Veterans Independence Program to 
provide care management to veterans 
of any age who are in need of home- 
and community-based services, said 
senior vice president for development 
Jean M. Duggan.  

Support solutions for veterans 
include nursing and in-home health 
care, daily living services, financial 
counseling, transportation, housing, 
Meals on Wheels, insurance counsel-
ing and referrals to other public and 
private health and human service pro-
viders, said Duggan.

Bay Aging is committed to providing 
veterans the home- and community-
based services that enable them to con-

tinue to live in their homes and commu-
nities for as long as possible, she said.

For an assessment and care plan-
ning assistance, disabled veterans may 
call Bay Aging in the Northern Neck, 
800-493-0238, or Middle Peninsula, 
800-693-6109.

To schedule a meeting presentation, 
veterans’ organizations may contact 
Duggan at 758-2386, ext. 30, or jdug-
gan@bayaging.org.

Vesley-Massey named president and chief executive officer at Bay Aging

Kathy Vesley-Massey

Agency receives $25,000 grant to assist disabled vets

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors 
will hold four public hear-
ings Thursday, May 26. The 

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
planning commission 
will meet tonight (May 19) 
to take a second look at an 
application from Lewis 
F. Conway to rezone a 

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster school board 
will hold a special meeting 
Monday, May 23, to select 
a new superintendent of 
schools.

The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. in the school board office 
at 2330 Irvington Road.

Members will go into 
closed session to review 
finalists before making a 
selection. Members also 
will vote on other personnel 
changes, the June session 
and tutoring.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will meet 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 19, 
in the General District court-
room in Heathsville.

There will be a public hear-
ing to consider an amend-
ment to the zoning ordinance 
regarding membership on the 
board of zoning appeals. 

Existing language requir-
ing one member of the board 
to be an active member of 
the planning commission 
would be replaced with lan-
guage stipulating members 
“hold no other public office 
in the locality except that one 
may be a member of the local 
planning commission.”

The Agenda
Local Government News

1.026-acre parcel at 953 
Irvington Road. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m. in 
the General District court-
room.

Conway is seeking residen-
tial community designation 
(R-4) for a parcel currently 
zoned residential (R-1). 

Conway applied for the 
rezoning in order to add a 
third residence to the prop-
erty. However, planners were 
confused by language in the 
ordinance and asked county 
supervisors for direction. As 
a result, a public hearing on 
the agenda will address text 
amendments to clarify the 
ordinance. 

Currently, the ordinance 
specifies that 10 percent of 
the dwelling units be built 
and priced as “affordable 
housing” which would assist 
those earning “80 to 120 per-
cent” of the median income in 
the county. The clarification 

would broaden the range to 
“50 to 120 percent” of median 
income to make permitted 
uses more consistent with the 
spirit of the law, according to 
land use director Don Gill.

meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
in the General District court-
room at the courthouse. 

Hearings will address:
• changing the title of 

the Industrial Development 
Authority to the Economic 
Development Authority. 

• an application from Mar-
garet C. Dunfee and Paola 
C. Roe to expand an exist-
ing structure on a 0.93-acre 
parcel at 3425 Windmill 
Point Road.

• amending the residential 
community zoning ordi-
nance (R-4) to lower the 
affordable housing clause 
on median income qualifier 
range from 80-120% to the 
proposed 50-120%.

• an application from 
Lewis F. Conway to 
change the designation of 
a 1.026-acre parcel at 953 
Irvington Road from resi-
dential general to residential 
community designation.
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Our Home Equity Line rate is so small
we want to make sure you see it.

 1-800-990-4828 n bankatunion.com

The lowest APR (Annual Percentage Rate) offered of 3.74% is a variable rate, and is subject to change. All balances will be 
calculated at a standard variable APR as indexed to The Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (currently 3.25%) plus a margin of 0.49% 
for the life of the loan. Automatic deduction of payment is required from a Union First Market Bank checking account to 
obtain advertised rate. APR may increase to 3.99% APR if automatic payment is discontinued. The Maximum APR is 24.00%. 
Offer is subject to credit approval and valid for credit lines of $25,000 or more with a maximum combined loan to value of 80%. 
Applicants must possess a Beacon Score of 720 or greater. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. Bank must be in a 
valid first or second lien position on the collateral. Bank will pay all closing costs for lines up to $250,000. Lines over $250,000 
will receive a $600 credit towards closing costs. Home Equity Lines of Credit closed within 36 months from the opening date 
will be charged a prepayment penalty as follows: Lines ≤ $100,000 will be charged 1.00% of the line amount. Lines > $100,000 
will be charged 0.50% of the line amount. Property insurance required. Available only to primary and secondary, 
single-family residential real property located in Virginia. Consult a tax advisor regarding interest deductibility. This 
is a limited time offer available on new Union First Market Bank Home Equity Line of Credit accounts. Member FDIC

3.74%
Annual Percentage Rate

Rapp Record 4.9375x10.5.indd   1 4/19/11   2:33:49 PM

Friday Night Market 
at Wilton Cottage & Garden

May 20 • 5–8 p.m.

 Fresh Arrival of Perennials

 Gourmet Tasting

 New Garden Accessories

 Greenhouse Delights

13477 General Puller Highway, 
Hartfi eld Va. 23071 

804.776.9103

WASHINGTON, D.C.—
On May 11, singer-song-
writer Aimee Mann, the 
daughter of Frank Mann 
of Lancaster, was one of a 
group of poets and musi-
cians invited to perform 
at the White House in a 
poetry workshop for local 
high school students. The 
group included poets Rita 
Dove, Billy Collins, Alison 
Knowles and Kenny Gold-
smith.

The workshop was criti-
cized by Fox News because 
a Grammy-winning rapper 
and actor named Common 
also performed, said Mann. 
At one time he had made 
critical remarks about the 
war in Iraq. His perfor-
mance at the workshop how-
ever, provided little basis for 
concern.

First Lady Michelle 
Obama hosted the event, 
stressing to the students the 
importance of poetry and 
self-expression in their edu-
cation. 

“They have moved and 
inspired so many of us with 
their words and their music, 
and we’re honored to host 
them here at the White 
House,” she said.

Mann is a three-time 
Grammy winner and an 
Oscar and Golden Globe 
nominee. Her lyrics are 
particularly known for their 
rhymes and ironic content.

L OT T S B U R G — T h e 
Woman’s Club of Nor-
thumberland County 
hosted speaker  Kathy 
Phillips  at their May 
meeting. She discussed 
the most recent Operation 
Smile efforts.

Director of  early inter-
vention services  for the 
Middle Peninsula and the 
Northern Neck, Phillips 
has been a volunteer with 
Operation Smile for many 
years, said publicity chair-
man Diane Chichowicz.

I RV I N G T O N — T h e 
Richard Henry Lee Chapter 
of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution met May 
16, 2011, at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury 
near Irvington. 

The principal speaker was 
Dr. Camille Wells, a lecturer 
in the history department at 
the College of William and 
Mary. She also has worked 
as an architectural historian 
for Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, the Thomas 
Jefferson Foundation and 
for the state historic preser-
vation offi ces in Kentucky, 
Maryland and North Caro-
lina.

She spoke on the subject 
of Rosewell Plantation in 
Gloucester County and the 
life of John Page and the 
Page family, many of whom 
were involved in the colo-
nial history of the U.S., said 
member Norm Farley.

Aimee Mann

Aimee Mann 
participates
in workshop at 
White House

Dr. Camille Wells

Dr. Wells
addresses
SAR chapter

Woman’s Club covers Operation Smile

From left Northumberland County Woman’s Club 
president Evelyn Boucher, Barbara Kennedy and Marty 
Hancock present Kathy Phillips of  Operation Smile  with 
many  blankets to be given  to children who undergo 
surgery to correct cleft palate, cleft lip and other facial 
deformities.

Each young child about 
to undergo reconstructive 
surgery to correct  cleft lip 
and cleft palate  receives 
a blanket made by club 
members Everlyn Boucher 
and Marty Hancock, said 
Chichowicz. The club 
also donates small stuffed 
animals and a variety of 
toiletries to children and 
their families upon arrival 
at one of the medical mis-
sion sites.

About one in every 600 
children worldwide is 
born with cleft lip, cleft 
palate or both, she said. 
Since 1982, Operation 
Smile’s team of medical 
volunteers under the lead-
ership of Dr. and Mrs. Bill 
Magee has performed free 
surgeries for more than 
160,00 children.

To contribute, visit 
operationsmile.org, or 

KILMARNOCK—Aaron 
Ward, owner of Wilton Cot-
tage and Gardens in Hartfi eld, 
was the guest speaker at a 
Rappahannock Garden Club 
meeting May 12 at Grace 
Episcopal Church in Kilmar-
nock.

He presented a program of 
classy designs for container 
plantings and introduced a 
number of unexpected annu-
als and perennials to be tried 
in combination for interest-
ing and colorful containers, 
reported publicity chairman 
Judy Ripley.

Ward demonstrated shade 
and sun plantings using a 
quick start fertilizer to aid in 
the development of healthy 
root systems, said Ripley. He 
suggested the use of shrubs 
and house plants when estab-
lishing container plantings.

He also demonstrated 
the use of structures such 
as towers and tomato cages 

placed upside down along 
with bamboo poles to support 
vines in containers. Pots con-
taining one central plant can 
be planted around their base 
with interesting smaller speci-
mens, he said.

Member Aleta Hoffman 
was presented an award from 
the General Convention for 
compiling a list of herbs 
grown by members. 

Meanwhile, the garden 
club is planning for the dedi-
cation of its Blue Star Memo-
rial Highway Marker at 3 
p.m., Saturday, May 21.  The 
dedication will take place at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Lancaster. Public is invited.

The artistic design theme 
was “A Proper English Tea for 
Mother’s Day.”  Class I Pot-Et-
Fleur winners included Marty 
Wilson, blue; Anne Sker-
rett, blue; and Sandra Harris, 
blue. Designers choice win-
ners were Mary Ellen Swarts, 

Garden shop owner off ers
tips for container plantings

blue and Skerrett, blue.
Jenny Boyenga was judge 

with Peggy May and Leretta 
Borostovik as guides and 
Nancy Edwards and Glenda 
Decker as clerks.

Horticulture winners were 
Boyenga, 7 blue and 1 red;  
Deborah Brooks, 9 blue and 
2 red; Virginia Brown, 1 blue; 
Ann Burgess, 8 blue and 1 
red; Decker, 2 blue; Edwards, 
2 blue; Harris, 6 blue; Ann 
Hecht, 4 blue; Mary Jacobs, 
1 blue and 1 red; Janice 
Litsinger, 9 blue; May, 2 blue 
and 1 red; Betty Otley, 1 blue; 
Ripley, 9 blue and 1 red; Carol 
Rogers, 4 blue; Sharon Rowe, 
10 blue and Best in Show for 
10 points; Anita Shawver, 7 
blue and 3 red; Carol Shear, 
5 blue; Marty Wilson, 8 blue; 
Ann Gray Wood, 2 blues; 
Sheila Zukor, 1 blue; and  Wil-
lett, 1 blue.

The June 9 meeting will be 
“A Garden Party” at the home 
of Alex Kilmon. Members are 
urged to design and wear their 
favorite hat.

call  757-321-7645. In just 
45 minutes with$240, a 
single surgery can change 
a child’s and a family’s 

life forever.
All guests are welcome 

at club meetings; call 
580-6052.

www.publicnoticeads.com
Another way newspapers are keeping you informed. Every day. 

Every day, decisions are made about how to spend
your tax dollars. Where is your money going?

You can find out by picking up your local newspaper
and reading public notices. Now, Virginia newspa-
pers are giving you another option to access many
public notices: your computer. 

Visit www.publicnoticeads.com and click on
Virginia to find an online version of public records
published by this newspaper and across the state. 

How do YOU stay informed?

RICHMOND—Kilmar-
nock Garden Club mem-
bers Genny Chase and Jane 
Denton recently attended the 
77th Virginia Federation of 
Garden Clubs convention in 
Richmond.  

The convention was fi lled 
with design workshops, a 
horticulture presentation on 
“Planting for all Seasons,” 
“tea and tour” of the Gover-
nor’s Mansion, fl oral design 
programs and culminated 
with the installation of the 
newly elected offi cers for the 
Virginia Federation of Garden 
Clubs as well as the Piedmont 
District, reported Chase.

National Garden Club 
president Renee Blaschke 
presided over the installation 
banquet and gave the attend-
ees a glimpse into the behind-
the-scenes activities of the 
president.

Chase, past Piedmont Dis-

From left, Genny Chase 
and Jane Denton tour the 
Governor’s Mansion during 
the Virginia Federation of 
Garden Clubs convention.

Local club members
to serve in state posts

trict Director, accepted the 
position of Piedmont District 
Flower Show Schools chair-
man and Denton accepted the 
position of registrar for Vir-
ginia Flower Show Schools, 
a state level position, for 
the 2011-13 term. Chase 
and Denton are Accredited 
Flower Show Judges and past 
presidents of the Kilmarnock 
Garden Club.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

History is one of the most abiding 
bonds that unites the people of the 

Northern Neck. Whether one is a native 
with roots back to the 17th century or a 
Come-Here from Northern Virginia still 
with bags unpacked, the lure of this birth-
place of America is strong and vibrant. 

Recognizing the importance of the pen-
insula’s past, in 1950 Senator Robert O. 
Norris Jr. and others banded together to 
form The Northern Neck of Virginia His-
torical Society. What he founded over six 
decades ago continues today, still true to 
its original mission. 

Over the course of the Society’s life, 
one individual who labored tirelessly to 
contribute to perpetuating its work was 
Ada Hudnall, who died last week after 
a long illness. For almost a century she 
thrived on the study of the history of the 
Northern Neck and in passing along the 
findings of her research to others.

She taught for well over a generation 
in the Lancaster County school system, 
and spent an even greater span of years 
as the recognized authority on all aspects 
of local history. Perhaps for many, her 
most memorable legacy came from her 
service for years on end as the Record-
ing Secretary of the Historical Society. In 
that capacity she attended all board meet-
ings and the two semi-annual member-
ship meetings, taking prodigious notes in 
her neat and crisp handwriting, and then 

reading aloud her minutes at subsequent 
meetings.

When recognized to deliver the minutes, 
she would rise, proceed to the podium, 
always dressed in a smartly tailored suit 
with modest jewelry, and with each strand 
of her naturally dark hair in perfect align-
ment. She would begin by announcing her 
topic, and then progress with her uniquely 
impeccable diction reading the document 
she so craftily had produced. 

By the end of the first sentence, every-
one in the audience sat eagerly await-
ing her delivery as if watching an opera 
anticipating the next scene. As she contin-
ued speaking, those hearing her delivery 
knew that she was giving them a beauti-
fully phrased elocution that rang with her 
intonations and verbal constructions. No 
one ever could exceed her in writing more 
comprehensive and insightful minutes. 
Each was a gem of literature.

If anyone present ever had dared to 
move to dispense with the reading of the 
minutes, the audience would have united 
to drive such an uncultured person from 
the room. When subsequent speakers rose 
to offer their remarks, they knew they 
were following a truly class act. After her 
exposition of the minutes, she would look 
to see if anyone present had amendments 
or corrections. In 30 years there were 
none. She then thanked the president and 
returned to her place to continue taking 
notes in preparation for the performance 
at the next meeting.

Miss Ada was a native of Ditchley in 
Northumberland County, who received 
one of Mrs. Jessie Ball DuPont’s schol-
arships to attend The College of William 
and Mary. In those simple days before 
SOLs, ACTs, SATs, etc., Mrs. DuPont 
entrusted the selection of her Northern 
Neck awardees to Mrs. Edwin Tignor, the 
wife of Colonel Edwin Tignor, the co-
founder of the Army Dental Corps, and 
great friend of General Dwight Eisen-
hower. In retirement the Tignors lived at 
“Ingleside” in Wicomico Church, where 
Mrs. Tignor would interview the prospec-
tive candidates prior to making her rec-
ommendations to Mrs. DuPont.

After college Ada married her fellow 
Northumberlander, A. A. “Nick” Hudnall, 
and began her teaching career. In every 
activity of her long life she was the con-

summate perfectionist. She understood 
the dynamism of tradition, and related to 
history in everything she said and did. She 
found comfort and direction in learning 
from the past, and was anxious for others 
to see the course of human events as she 
did. Her car in the parking lot of the local 
courthouses was a regular sight, signaling 
that she was inside poring over records, 
learning new facets of the past, continu-
ing her intellectual growth, and, through 
it all, having a wonderful time. 

She was a devoted wife who spent her 
husband’s last years giving him meticu-
lous care to the point of single-handedly 
getting him to the polls to vote at every 
election. When she went to the grocery 
store she appeared more finely arrayed 
than many folks when going to a formal 
dinner. She had an image of refinement 
and lived up to it every minute for the 
near-century that she lived.

The Northern Neck of Virginia Histori-
cal Society was but one of Ada Hudnall’s 
many interests, but perhaps the place 
where she reached the most people, and 
where she found happiness in doing her 
part to lead others along the happy path 
that she had followed through the history 
of what her good friend, the late histo-
rian, C. Jackson Simmons, termed “our 
moated Eden.”

Ada Katherine Kelley Hudnall, Novem-
ber 24, 1913 –March 14, 2011, R.I.P.

By the end of the first 
sentence, everyone in 
the audience sat eagerly 
awaiting her delivery as if 
watching an opera antici-
pating the next scene.

Focal Point

A great horned owl may be lurking in the woods 
nearby.

Photo by Willie Nash

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and 
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, sub-
ject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Gov. McDonnell’s intention 
to privatize Virginia’s mental 
health system is a betrayal of 
the electorate.

The governor apparently 
bases his proposal on the 
system implemented by 
former New Jersey Republi-
can Gov. Christie Todd Whit-
man. The New Jersey system 
has not saved money, has led 
to more vagrancy, (and prob-
ably crime), and has drasti-
cally undercut the quality of 
mental health. 

Under the privatization 
scheme, vouchers are given 
to the mentally ill to use at 
private clinics. Most of these 
people are so ill they have no 
jobs, cannot afford a car, and 
there is no public transporta-
tion to get them to the clinics. 
They are left homeless and on 
the street.

I recently witnessed the ter-
rible results of the program. I 
spent an evening with a pro-
fessor and her students at 

Privatizing 
state’s mental 
health system
would be insulting

Kean University in Union, N. 
J. We made over 100 peanut 
and jelly sandwiches and put 
them in bags along with fruit 
and water. We then went to 
the train station in Newark.  

The station was packed with 
homeless, the vast majority 
of whom suffered from some 
form of mental illness. There 
were police everywhere, (an 
added taxpayer expense), in 
an effort to prevent crime and 
assure commuters they were 
safe.

Virginians should reject any 
move to cut funds for mental 
health or to privatize the pro-
gram. The shooters at Appa-
lachian School of Law and 
Virginia Tech were unstable 
and in need of mental health 
care. Following the Virginia 
Tech massacre, President 
George W. Bush called for 
greater government spending 
on mental health.

McDonnell’s argument for 
privatization of mental health 
care is specious. It is an insult 
to the victims of the two 
school shootings and their 
families. 

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

In a recent issue of the 
Record, an article caught 
my eye that I am certain 
is causing melancholy and 
disappointment within the 
community. It is the issue 
regarding the Tides Inn’s 
annual fireworks show, 
which if you do not know, 
new safety regulations have 
put it on indefinite hold.

I have witnessed fire-
works at the Tides Inn site 
for as long as I can remem-
ber and have some very 
good memories.

This issue needs to be 
solved and swiftly. The 
state of Virginia is trying 
to take away a tradition that 
has happened at that loca-
tion for a long time with-
out any injury or damage. 
At the moment, this safety 
regulation has been passed 
and put into effect; how-
ever, if you speak up and 
argue the case for why 
the show should continue 
where it has been for many 
years, then change can 
happen; it is up to you to 
make it. 

General manager Gordon 
Slatford confirms a prob-
lem and solution at the 
same time, the implemen-
tation of new state safety 
regulations. History would 
enlighten that the Tides Inn 
location is a safe site and 
has never had problems in 
the past as far as I know. 
Why fix a crisis that is not 
even present?

This state regulation 
needs to be adjusted to 
allow for locations that are 
deemed safe to continue 
fireworks shows that have 
been tradition, such as this 
location so close to the 
community.  

Slatford concludes that 
he realizes the importance 
of such an event, but the 
plan is to discontinue the 
event and that is the prob-
lem. As an American citi-
zen of the Northern Neck, 
I would say that you, the 
reader, should speak up 
and not allow this tradition 
to die away. Just remember 
all the great times you had. 
Do you remember  looking 
up at the sky and listening 
to the hundreds of boats 
pushing their horns for 
more?  How about the little 
kids playing on the play-
ground and smiles upon 
their faces?

If you do not speak up, 
the reality will be that [m]
any more children and fam-
ilies will not enjoy the tra-
dition that has pleased so 
many for so long, includ-
ing me.

So if you are upset or 
saddened by the news that 
the show will be no more, 
make the change happen, 
because like in the his-
tory of the U.S., things will 
only happen if you make 
them happen.

Eric A. Siegel,
Kilmarnock

The show
must go on  

(Reprints from the May 19, 1911, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Irvington

Ira Messick, employed in Norfolk, is home this week.
Miss Lumpkin, of Essex County, is visiting Mrs. J. R. 

Southworth.
Miss Virgie Rock, of lower Northumberland, is visiting 

her aunt, Mrs. P. F. George.
S. B. Griffith is doing the interior painting on police 

steamer Commodore Maury this week.
Mrs. Lewis Balderson, of Newport, R. I., is visiting her 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. Rowe.
Mrs. A. N. Trible and Miss Ruby V. Smith were visiting 

friends at Hampton Saturday.
J. K. Leonard had strawberries on his table Sunday, the 

first we have heard of ripening here.

Edmond Lewis, of Whealton (Morattico), was here this 
week having his boat hauled and painted on Rilee Bros.’ 
Railway.
Whealton (Morattico)

Spring is with us at last and our citincerie are hunting 
up their straw hats.

Miss Annie Haynie, who has been teaching in lower 
Lancaster, returned to her home here last week.

Mrs. John Towles and little son, of Baltimore, are visit-
ing the lady’s mother, Mrs. A. W. Thomas.

Miss Sadie Conley is visiting relatives in Baltimore.
Capt. E. L. Thomas is wearing a very broad smile—it’s 

a boy.
Capt. “Ned” Howard and wife were among friends here

YESTERYEAR

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

As I fill up my gas tank, I am feel-
ing the pain of $4-a-gallon gas; strug-
gling families are also feeling the same 
anguish.

I continue to hear feedback from 
many constituents who say U.S. energy 
resources are being underutilized, and 
the simple truth is that economically 
besieged families need relief.  Energy 
production off of Virginia’s shore would 
create thousands of jobs while at the 
same time providing a greater supply of 
oil to combat rising energy prices.

Taking advantage of the lessons 
learned from the Gulf’s Deepwater 
Horizon disaster, Virginia can lead the 
way with safe energy exploration.  Of 
course, this is only one component of 
a much-needed comprehensive energy 
plan for America that must also include 
alternative and renewable, sustainable 
energy to lower prices and increase cer-
tainty in our future energy supply.

 I recently voted for H.R. 1230, the 
Restarting American Offshore Leasing 
Now Act, to require the Obama Admin-
istration to move forward without delay 
in conducting lease sales in the Gulf 
of Mexico and off Virginia’s coast that 
were canceled by the administration 
earlier this year.

Due to the administration’s actions, 

2011 would be the first year since 1958 
in which no offshore lease sales occur.  
H.R. 1230 can prevent that from hap-
pening and provide a bridge to the 
future of energy as our entrepreneurs, 
inventors, and scientists continue to 
pursue more innovative and sustainable 
efforts to develop new sources. 

 Among other recent activity, we 
observed Public Service Recognition 
Week.  I am proud to represent so many 
public employees at the federal, state 
and local level. I spoke at the Stafford 
County Sheriff’s Office annual awards 
dinner.  It was an honor to interact 
with these dedicated individuals, and 
I greatly admire the commitment and 
sacrifice shown by all public servants 
in the First District, the commonwealth, 
and the nation. 

As the news of Osama bin Laden’s 
death spread quickly across the country, 
I thought of many powerful examples 
of public service.  I recalled the deter-
mination of the fire and rescue work-
ers at Ground Zero, and the courage of 
our military men and women who have 
been fighting overseas for our freedoms 
for almost ten years.  I thought of the 
law enforcement officers who keep our 
communities safe, and the emergency 
first responders who we know will 

come to our call should we need their 
healing hands.

These and many other exemplary 
citizens are the ones who take the lead 
in a crisis and are the first to approach 
difficulty when the natural reaction is to 
turn and run away. Without hesitation, 
they persevere and complete the most 
challenging tasks even when others 
have given up.  And my sense is that 
too many in Washington, D.C., run in 
the wrong direction when faced with a 
crisis – Congress has a lot to learn from 
our many public servants. 

  In Congress, we are facing a sig-
nificant challenge: to address our sky-
rocketing debt and deficit. There’s a lot 
of talk about tightening budgets and 
cutting spending, and if Congress can 
exhibit the same qualities of determi-
nation and courage as our other public 
servants, we will be able to make the 
tough decisions and ensure a prosper-
ous future for our communities and for 
our country.  This week, let us honor 
our dedicated public servants. 

As President George W. Bush said 
to the New York City firefighters in the 
rubble of Ground Zero, “Thank you for 
your hard work, thank you for making 
the nation proud, and may God bless 
America.”

YESTERYEAR, continued on page A7

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

When I heard that folks 
in some more liberal 

states nearby say Virginia 
thinks she’s still a British 
colony, I initially took it as 
a compliment.

I thought they meant the 
Old Dominion might be a 
little archaic, in a conserva-
tive kind of way. 

Conservative can’t be all 
bad.

But, I’m starting to have 
my doubts.

Maybe they aren’t being 
complimentary at all. 
Maybe it has nothing to do 
with being conservative. 
Maybe they’re talking about 
being selective.

Something Thomas Hay 
said the other night at a 
“People of the Parish” lec-
ture sponsored by the Foun-
dation for Historic Christ 
Church struck a nerve.

Usually on my “night 
off,” I search out a relaxing 
restaurant, an available pool 
table, a good play or some 
stimulating music, but his 
topic, “39 Lashes Well 
laid On: Crime & Punish-
ment in Colonial Virginia,” 
sounded too intriguing to 
pass up.

The last thing I had on 
my mind was “covering” it 
for the Record—it was my 
night, as in singular, off.

So, without going into 
details, you should have 
been there.

Anyway, Hay mentioned 
that in Colonial Virginia, 
being socially or politically 
well-connected didn’t hurt 
when it came to going to 
court having been accused 
of a crime. 

Maybe it’s just coinci-
dence, but it appears the 
same could be said today.

Hay also noted that the 
law as was practiced during 
the Commonwealth’s 
infancy was English 
Common Law, a law based 
on custom as much as writ-
tin law. 

It would appear that 
within the realm of custom, 
rather than writtin law, there 
would be a lot more room 
for selective enforcement.

In those days the writ-
tin law also was different 
for white men than it was 
for women, blacks, native 
Americans, slaves, and even 
those who didn’t practice 
the official religion.

Laws applying to some 
didn’t apply to others. The 
course of punishment was 
different depending upon 
who you were.

White men, especially 
those who were socially 
or politically connected, 
could get away with a lot of 
things others could not.

Somtimes, change is a 
long time coming.

At least, judges ruled. 
Right or wrong, there was 
none of this taking it “under 
advisement” forever. 
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For More Information:

Call Job Assistance Center
804-313-2113 
804-785-2470

Call Nate at YouthBuild
804-410-1061

(Tappahannock Office)

Enrollment
limited to 

29 Students
ONLY!

YouthBuild    
Program

Rebuilding
our communities

and our lives.

CONSTRUCTION SKILLS 
GED & HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

WORK READINESS
TRAINING PROGRAM

For Eligible High School Dropouts Ages 18 - 24

We Buy Silver
If you have sterling silver that
you want to sell, bring it to us!

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

several days last week.
Ottoman

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Cottingham boarded Tuesday’s steamer for Baltimore to spend a 
few days.

Dr. Young and Mrs. Ran Chilton were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Ficklin one evening 
last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Snead and infant son, Mrs. Harvey Gresham and Miss Snead 
were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Cottingham.

Strawberries are ripening and some of our people have been using them for a week. 
Our truckers will try to ship the first lot this week.
Weems

The family of Jack Hall is now occupying the home of P. Bittner, Mr. Bittner having 
moved his family to the ho me of his father.

Rev. H. L. Walton preached at the Presbyterian Church Sunday morning and night.
After an absence of several months Aubrey Fogg is again in this vicinity. He will sail 

with A. C. Lumpkin.
E. A. Ashburn is still receiving hospital attention in Baltimore, his arm improving, 

though slowly.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 

Library)

Yesteryear
continued from page A6

Last night I watched 
some television. On Amer-
ican Idol I saw a practically 
naked woman playing the 
piano, a man singing dirty 
lyrics and a nasty diaper 
advertisement.

On a news program I 
heard about Sen. John 
Ensign making his parents 
lie for him about hush pay-
ments for his paramour. 
I saw straight-faced oil 
company executives deny 
they had said it was un-
American for them not to 
get government subsidies 

It gets worse

YOUR LETTERS
while they are making 
more money than ever. 
And last but not least, I 
saw an advertisement for 
Mike Huckabee’s cartoon 
educational tapes that had 
downright lies on them 
about facts in American 
history.

The past was not always 
rosier, but one does wonder 
what the future holds for 
people who are convinced 
we need smut to sell every-
thing and truth telling is no 
longer important. 

Last night the most 
disturbing thing was the 
rewriting of history for 

The Kilmarnock Museum recently 
received a letter mailed from Kilmarnock 
in 1832. The letter belonged to Marjorie 
Sullivan of Braintree, Mass, whose only 
connection to this area was that she and 
her husband sailed from Massachusetts to 
Florida during the ‘90s and she remem-
bered stopping at Chesapeake Boat Basin 
and visiting the town.

After realizing that no one in her family 
wanted the letter, Sullivan, now 90 years of 
age, called the Kilmarnock Museum and 
offered to hand deliver the fragile docu-
ment.

She and her daughter drove up from a 
family reunion in Williamsburg several 
Saturdays ago and gave the letter to the 
museum.

The letter, mailed in Kilmarnock, went 
first to New York, then by private ship to 
Liverpool, England, and finally County 
Tipperary, Ireland.

No one knows how it got back to the 
U.S. or to the Sullivan family.

A plantation mentioned in the letter was 
located in the Bluff Point area of Northum-
berland County and the writer tells of how 
great our area was in 1832 when he stated 
“You may ask me what kind of place it is? 
I will tell  you that it is right on the bay 
shore where without going off the planta-
tion shore  you may get the greatest abun-
dance of oysters, crabs, fish and wild fowl 
in the healthiest part of the country.”

The original letter is now on display at 
the museum.

Charles R. Lawson of The Highlander 
Studios has been very helpful in assisting 
the museum in making photos of the origi-
nal and related research.

A transcript of the letter follows:
“Bluff Point, Northumberland County 

Jan. 17, 1832
My Dr Sister:
I know that you have felt very uneasy 

about the delay of my letter, I would have 
ans (?answered) your kind and friendly 
before this but last year I removed from 
Suters Hill (?)??? to this place, the reason 
of this that my employer had a small plan-
tation and Summer seat at Alexandria, but 
here he has from eight to ten hundred acres 
of land, negro slaves? and I had to come 
and take charge of it, this place is 200 
miles from Alexd and a good deal ____. 
Still I never enjoyed more perfect health 
than what I do at present thank god. All the 
trouble that rests on my mind is on your 
Account for I see in our newspapers accts 
of great distress in that unfortunate coun-
try. I did anticipate the pleasure of return-

ing to see my friends once more but I find 
that it is entirely out of my power for this 
year, as I would have to resign my Situa-
tion by so doing, here I had no ___. My 
employer called me to walk with him and 
proposed to me that if I would go over to 
Ireland in May and bring with me four or 
five families that he would divide his plan-
tation into farms of about 100 acres and 
rent it to them, the first year free of charge. 
And after that one third of the crop they 
made- ay corn, wheat, oats        -arly Rye 
&c. Without having anything to do with 
their straw fodder or Provender for the 
use of feeding their stock upon and tells 
me that what corn we have made this year 
he would give them until they could raise 
their own crops and return to him the same 
quantity that he gave them.

He further bids me say to them that he 
will furnish them with stock and all our 
farming utensils and ask nothing of them 
until the end of the Second year on these 
terms he will let them have it for 7 years, 
his reasons for this is that he has business 
that requires his attention in England and 
wants to hire out ____his Negro Slaves 
that he can travel when he please. When I 
commenced this letter I did not think that I 
would have the opportunity of seeing you 
and the rest of my friends so soon. I hope 
nothing will you from being ready to come 
with me to this country. I farther trust that 
you and the children are alive and in good 
health. Any of my friends that wishes to 
come here. As soon as I go over I will con-
firm in lease what I say in this letter as my 
Employr has empowered me to do so as 
his Agent. So that they need not be afraid 
of any disappointment I have engaged one 
of the farms already for you and myself to 
live on if it please god. I am able to put this 
in execution.

If anything should prevent me from 
going, I will write to the Ship agents in 
Baltimore and pay the passage of  you and 
your children. 

Give my love to all my friends and well 
Wishers. You may ask me what kind of 
place it is? I will tell you that it is right on 
the bay Shore where without going off the 
Plantation Shore you may get the greatest 
abundance of oysters, crabs, fish and wild 
fowl in the healthyest part of this country. 
I should very wish to see some of my well 
wishers here working for them selfs in a 
free Country. I will say no more to you at 
present as I hope the time will be short 
when I will have the pleasure of seeing 
you. Remember that my stay there can be 
but short as I will be under wages until I 
return.

Your affectionate Brother
John Costello

This letter mailed from a Bluff Point plantation in 1832 is now on display at the 
Kilmarnock Museum. The museum hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays through 
Saturdays, and other times by calling 435-2473 or 435-0874.

Museum acquires interesting gift
by Carroll Lee Ashburn
Kilmarnock Museum president

political aims. Are we 
going to let powerful polit-
ical hacks rewrite our his-
tory for us? Are we going 
to let our big corporate 
leaders thumb their noses 
at us and get away with it? 

Many of our politicians 
in Congress have become 
the mouthpieces for cor-
porate power and are not 
working to help Americans 
find jobs or feel secure in 
retirement. Pay attention 
to what is going on and 
choose your leaders with 
care.

Mary Lloyd Lay,
Kilmarnock

Lancaster Democrats will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
May 23, at the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic on 
William B. Graham Court in 
Kilmarnock.

There will be a tour of the 
facility and a briefing on its 
operations, said committee 
chairman Donna Anderson. 
Before the tour, beverages 
and snacks will be available.

All those interested in 
local Democratic activities 
are invited to attend.

Democrats 
to tour free 
health clinic

WHITE STONE—David 
Lee Cook has announced 
his candidacy for the office 
of Lancaster County Trea-
surer.

With more than 26 years 
experience in banking and 
finance, Cook is qualified 
to oversee the effective, effi-
cient collection of county 
taxes, he said.

Cook has degrees in busi-
ness administration and 
banking and finance from 
Concord University and 
Beckley College. In addition, 
he is a licensed investment 
adviser, having successfully 
completed Series 6, 7, 63, 
65, and 32 licenses.

“Lancaster County resi-
dents deserve a county trea-
surer who understands not 
only the mechanics of tax 
collection, but also the pro-
fessional handling and treat-
ment of sensitive financial 
information,” said Cook. “As 
a banker and an investment 
adviser in this community 
for more than two decades, I 
have demonstrated my abil-
ity to serve county residents 

Cook to run for Treasurer

David Lee Cooke

well in both capacities.”
In addition to his formi-

dable education and profes-
sional experience, Cook has 
a long history of community 
support and volunteerism. 
He is a member of the Lan-
caster Union Masonic Lodge 
No. 88, A.F.& A.M., where 
he served as junior deacon; 
a member of The American 
Legion, having served a tour 
of duty in the U.S. Air Force; 
a former Boy Scout, Scout 
Leader and Northern Neck 

District finance chair; and a 
past member of the North-
ern Neck Kiwanis, which he 
served as both treasurer and 
president.

Cook was instrumental 
in establishing the Reading 
Is Fundamental program at 
Lancaster Primary School 
and the KIDS Foundation, 
which funds a variety of 
youth programs and causes 
in the Northern Neck. He 
served on the boards of 
Rappahannock General 
Hospital Foundation, Chesa-
peake  Academy, and Chesa-
peake Academy Foundation, 
among many other commu-
nity service endeavors.

Cook and his wife, 
LaRonda, live in White 
Stone. They have one son, a 
daughter-in-law and grand-
daughter, living in Middle-
sex County.

The Cook for Treasurer 
campaign can be reached 
at 435-3543. Contributions 
payable to Cook For Trea-
surer can be mailed to 675 
Ring Farm Road, White 
Stone, VA 22578.

All of a sudden the fog 
rolls in, there are a lot of 
fishing boats in the area, 
what do you do?  Gasoline 
is spilled on the deck of the 
boat while refueling, what 
do you do?  Or your GPS 
goes out on the way back 
from the fireworks display, 
what do you do?

“The first thing to do is be 
prepared,” said U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 
33 education officer  Wally 
Jachimski. “Lives would be 
saved if boaters understood 
the dangers and how to deal 
with a strange or different 
situation.” 

One of the best ways 
to be prepared is to take 
a safe boating class that 
complies with state law, 
said Jachimski. By July 1, 
all PWC operators ages 50 
or younger and any motor 
boat operator ages 20 or 
younger, must take a safe 
boating class.

Those who take the 
classes learn a variety 
safety measures, he said.

For example, the most 
common cause of a boat fire 
is equipment failure. How-
ever, a serious situation is 
a combination of electronic 
equipment and gasoline. 
All it takes is a small spark 
to set off an explosion, 
said Jachimski. Also, when 
refueling, it is possible for 
spilled fuel to end up in 

Consider taking a safe boating course
the bilge, which is the area 
below the deck. There is 
little ventilation and fumes 
can build up and becomes 
a safety issue.  It is impor-
tant for the boat operator 
to use the boat’s blowers to 
remove any fumes that may 
have built up before start-
ing the engine.

Some other suggestions 
to reduce the risk of a fire 
are:

• Inspect your fuel lines 
for leaks and check for 
frayed or damaged electri-
cal wires.

• Don’t use a portable 
propane or electric heater 
on a boat.

• Have an adequate 
number of properly 
charged fire extinguishers 
on board.

• Install batteries prop-
erly.

• Make sure you have 
a way to communicate in 
case of an emergency.

For a schedule of safe 
boating classes offered by 
Flotilla 33, visit aO540303.
uscgaux.info, or call  
Jachimski at 453-5808.
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“Riverside Walter Reed is special because it combines 

a hometown feeling with the most up to date medical 

service available and, it’s right here at home. My surgeon, 

Dr. Melvin Ressler was experienced, knowledgeable and 

made me feel safe and confident. Although I don’t have 

to, I would gladly drive hundreds of miles for the level of 

service and kindness Walter Reed has shown me.” 

— Ben Higgins (pictured with his wife, Nan)

(804) 693-8800

world-class trained surgeons, right here at home.

Quality 
surgical care is...

Thanks Riverside.
To hear the whole story or share your story, 

visit www.riversideonline.com/rwrh

The residents, staff, and 
family members of the 

Lancashire Convalescent 
and Rehabilitation Center 
celebrated National Nursing 
Home Week May 9 to 13.  

The week is annually des-
ignated to honor the nursing 
home community nation-
wide. The theme, “Under 
the Big Top,” featured daily 
circus activities. Staff and 
residents painted 24 large 
murals, hung three large 
tents, and decorated the facil-
ity to simulate a three-ring 
circus. 

On Monday, staff and resi-
dents helped to finalize deco-
rations, played circus games 
including a “strong man” 
competition with prizes, and 
hosted a circus dog show fea-
turing our local therapy dogs. 
Five dogs were in attendance 
dressed in clown collars and 
decorative hats.  Everyone 
enjoyed their tricks and the 
friendly visit.

Tuesday morning, we 
featured a contest in which 
employees, visitors and 
residents had to guess the 
number of popcorn kernels 
in a jar as well as gospel 
selections by Jay’s Music.  In 
the afternoon, staff and resi-
dents participated in creating 
a clown’s wardrobe which 
was worn Friday.

Wednesday morning fea-
tured staff and resident face 
painting and circus carni-
val games where residents 
had peanut relay races with 
prizes. That afternoon, the 
facility enjoyed a visit from a 
special clown friend who told 
jokes, stories, and played her 
ukulele.

After the clown show, resi-
dents went out in the court-
yard to see Casanova, our 
circus show pony. He and 

his handler, Ann Gill, visited 
with more than 50 residents 
who were excited about 
wrapping their arms around 
him.  The Lancaster Middle 
School’s Chorus came and 
presented the residents with a 
series of oldie tunes that had 
everyone moving. The day 
ended with staff peanut relay 
games and circus treats.

Thursday morning, resi-
dents enjoyed Bible talk, 
circus bingo and a visit to the 
concession stand.  Our circus 
concession stand was opened 
to everyone and included 
refreshments, corn dogs, soft 
pretzels with cheese, cotton 
candy, popcorn and funnel 
cakes.  In the afternoon, resi-
dents picked a staff member 
to be their partner for our 
circus animal scavenger 
hunt.

Friday was our final day 
of National Nursing Home 
Week and everyone cel-
ebrated with a bang.  Staff 
and residents dressed up like 
clowns. The facility hosted 
many clown shows, a circus 
carnival cook-out, face paint-
ing, wheelchair and walker 
decorating, a finale circus 
parade celebration, and 
treats.

Staff also had their annual 
award presentation where 
particular staff members 
were recognized for reach-
ing employment milestones.  
Also recognized was Cin-
namon Lee who was this 
year’s “Most Inspirational” 
employee and Dawn Web-
ster who was this year’s” 
Employee of the Year.” 

The week was filled with 
laughter, excitement and 
great memories.  It is a week 
that will be remembered.  
Thank you to everyone who 
helped to make it a success.              

Facility clowns pose for group portrait.

Lancashire Lines
by Mary Ketner, activities director

Residents enjoy music under the big top.

Under the big top

Spring Showcase Concert
The Lancaster High School Band will present  its spring concert at 7 p.m. Friday, May 20 and Saturday, May 21, at the Lancaster Middle School Theater in Kilmarnock. Tickets 
are $5. Tickets will be available at the box office. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Sun glare can be a driving hazard few people anticipate.
Sun glare can be a nuisance and make for dangerous driving, 

particularly in the early morning or late afternoon when the sun 
is low on the horizon. The angle of the rays may render sun 
visors useless. 

To prevent sun glare from becoming a hazard, consider these 
safety tips.

• Delay driving times to occur before or after sunrise or 
sunset.

• Use polarized sunglasses.
• Do not use high-gloss products on the dashboard.
• Keep the inside and outside of the windshield clean.
• Use sun visors.
• Leave extra space between the car in front.
• Slow down and be mindful of obstructions.
• Choose routes carefully.
• Leave extra time to reach destinations.
• Avoid driving immediately after eye exams or surgery. 

Metro news Service.

Be aware of sun’s glare while driving

www.RRecord.com
really, it’s a great source

804.435.1701


