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KILMARNOCK—The town coun-
cil on Monday, May 16, will conduct a 
public hearing on a proposed fiscal year 
2011-12 budget totaling $4,607,942.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in 
the town hall.

No increase is projected for the tax 
levy. The plan also includes a pay hike 
for town employees and a decrease in 
the business license tax. 

As proposed, the total budget is 
$153,120 more than the current year, 
excluding transfer funds. Tax rates 
would remain at $0.10 per $100 of 
assessed value for real estate and $0.16 
per $100 value for personal property. 
Water and sewer rates would also remain 
unchanged.
General fund

The general fund totals $2,292,654, 
up $309,949. 

Anticipated revenues include 

$1,884,149 in general operating funds, 
including taxes and fees, and $408,505 
in grant revenue towards a Community 
Development Block rehabilitation proj-
ect for homes on Mary Ball Road south 
of town.

Estimated expenditures include 
$655,835 for administration, $390,059 
for public safety, $212,575 for public 
works, $155,612 for debt service, 

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County teachers and 
others voiced their support for a 
5.25% pay raise before the board 
of supervisors May 3.

Supervisors were conducting 
a public hearing on a proposed 
$15,549,249 school budget for 
next year.

“We work hard, our scores 
show it,” said fourth-grade 
teacher Nancy Jewell, referring 
to Northumberland’s Standards of 
Learning (SOL) scores which are 
the highest in the Northern Neck. 
Jewel said it is disheartening that 
veteran teachers make the same 
pay as they did when they first 
started.

Jan Bates, an elementary school 
teacher, expressed her support in 
the form of a poem titled, “What 
Must Be.” In it she asked that 
supervisors not pass the teachers 
over again and deny them a raise.

Bates will retire after this 
school year. She said she could 
have retired three years ago and it 
wouldn’t have made a difference 
because retirement is based on 
income from the last three years 
of employment.

“We pay a great deal of lip ser-
vice in this country to the impor-
tance of our children and educa-
tion, until it comes time to pay for 
it,” said Bill Estell of Edwards-
ville.

Estell suggested soliciting vol-
unteers to have their property 
taxes increased for the benefit of 
education. 

Christopher Barnes, an elemen-
tary school teacher, said he fears 
that he and others will not be able 
to stay in the Northumberland 
public school system if there is no 
potential for a raise.

County Administrator Kenny 
Eades said the board of super-
visors should act on the school 
board budget at its May 12 meet-
ing and then set a work session on 
the county budget, along with a 
hearing date.

WHITE STONE—The White Stone Town Coun-
cil will search for a solution to its financial prob-
lems tonight (May 12) when it holds an emergency 
meeting to discuss the proposed budget for fiscal 
year 2011-12.  Council will convene at 5 p.m. in 
the town office.

The meeting, originally scheduled for Monday, 
was postponed because council could not gather a 
quorum. 

Council heard its first reading of the proposed 
budget last Thursday when town manager Patrick 
Frere predicted a $22,226 shortfall because of 
declining revenues. 

According to Frere, the budget committee has 
met five times and the most recent draft, dated 
April 28, projected revenues for 2012 of $124,219. 
Projected expenditures are $146,445 with public 
safety again as the big ticket item with proposed 
expenses of $65,080, an increase of $7,519 over the 
current budget. 

Proposed central office expenditures, which 
include salaries, advertising fees and equipment 
expenses, are $37,534, an increase of $4,539 from 
2011. 

Proposed expenses for building and external 
environment, which includes mortgage payments 
and utilities, rose $1,628 to $38,801. Proposed 
town council expenses, which include accountant’s 
fees, advertising expenses, postage and supplies, 
increased by $2,125 to $5,030. 

Because of declining revenues, specifically a 
decrease in bank franchise taxes, the town will 
be facing a deficit for the third straight year, said 
Frere. 

“I made a real effort to base these figures on the 
current actual revenues and expenditures,” said 
Frere.

“What really tells the tale is what we thought 
we were going to spend and what we actually are 
going to spend,” said vice mayor David Jones. “We 
adopted a 2010 budget that fell $10,000 short and a 
2011 budget that looks like it’s going to be $11,000 
less. There’s no reason 2012 won’t be a shortfall.”

The budget committee has recommended some 
kind of imposed tax, or cuts, said Frere. 

New council member Joe Sliakis inquired about 
the town’s reserve fund and although he wouldn’t 
“want to keep doing it year after year,” he suggested 
“this one time” the town use some of the $420,000 
in its money market accounts. 

Councilman Randy Reeves discouraged that idea 
but also said he was not in favor of a business, pro-
fessional and occupation license (BPOL) tax. 

“I’m not one of these people that believe I’m just 
going to tax the businesses,” said Reeves. “Every-
body that lives here” benefits from the police 
department and other town services. 

However, councilman Scott Hudson said that if 
all of the town’s 65 businesses were to pay an annual 
business fee of $250, that would raise $16,250. 

“Yes, that is picking on businesses in town but 
we’ve got to start somewhere,” said Hudson. 

The budget committee has already recommended 
raising the town tags from $20 to $25. 

For 2011, the town has sold 255 tags and issued 
17 (free) fire tags. Frere expects more to be sold in 
the next month or two as town police issue warn-
ings and citations for having expired tags. 

“White Stone is fighting a downward trend,” said 
mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard. 

In old business, Reeves told council a contract 
has been signed with Bay Transit for rental of the 
back room at the town office. Work is expected to 
continue this week on the parking lot and the heat-
ing/cooling system. 

According to Frere, Bay Transit moved in on 
April 29 and “is up and running.”

Hubbard applauded Reeves, Frere and town attor-
ney Mat Terry for the extra time and effort put into 
securing the renters and swiftly closing the deal.

WHITE STONE—With the town facing fiscal 
challenges, three members of the White Stone 
Town Council stepped forward last Thursday 
to pay for the removal and pruning of trees and 
bushes at the town office. 

Building and external environment committee 
chairman Randy Reeves obtained a bid of $350 
from Davis Lawn Service to remove two holly 
trees, trim bushes and mulch at the town office. 

After a brief discussion, Mayor Lloyd B. Hub-
bard, vice-mayor David Jones and Reeves agreed 
to pay for the work themselves. 

It’s a great deal, Reeves told the council. 
Reeves made a motion to have the trees cut 

and trimmed and Jones seconded it, saying “I’ll 
second it, even though we’re not giving you any 
money.”

The motion carried unanimously, 7-0.

Kilmarnock sets hearing on 
proposed $4.6 million budget

by Audrey Thomasson

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Teachers push 
for pay raise at
budget hearing

White Stone to 
explore revenue 
options tonight

Councilmen
dip into their 
own pockets

LANCASTER—Supervisors 
last week unanimously approved a 
school budget of $15,028,291 for 
the school year beginning July 1. 

Supervisor Jack Russell made 
the motion for approval in a lump 
sum payment. 

The budget is up $437,647 
over the current year and reflects 
two new federal grants total-
ing $336,393 for job funds and 
improvements at the primary 
school, a step salary increase of 
1.5 percent for teachers, $159,000 
in increases to the Virginia retire-
ment fund and a $118,000 increase 
in local funding from adjustments 
in the composite index. The food 
service budget remains the same 
at $580,000.

Anticipated revenues include 
state funds of $3,090,259, 
down $68,444; federal funds of 
$1,324,830, up $336,393; other 

The Kyle Petty Charity Ride Across America 2011 rolled through Kilmarnock Monday 
night with 175 motorcycles and several celebrities in tow. Former NASCAR Sprint 
Cup driver and ride founder Kyle Petty was joined by former NFL player Herschel 
Walker, former NBA player Brad Daughtery, former NASCAR driver Harry Gant and 
NASCAR driver Geoff Bodine on the seven-day ride down the east coast. Along the 
way, the group made a fuel stop in Warsaw and spent two nights in Irvington. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Haley Smith of White Stone was granted the opportunity to meet Kyle Petty, a former 
NASCAR driver and founder of Victory Junction Camp, a camp for kids with disabilities 
and life threatening illnesses. From left are Haley Smith, Lisa Smith, Kyle Petty, Parker, 
Peyton and Bobby Smith. Haley also exchanged autographs with Herschel Walker, 
Photo by Yours Truly Photography

Motorcycles filled the parking lot in front of the Tides 
Inn in Irvington Tuesday when the facility was closed for 
a private event. The Inn hosted 175 motorcyclists with 
the Kyle Petty Charity Ride Across America 2011. Photo 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Patricia Hudgins of stylish 
Eyes was one of several 
area business owners and 
residents to welcome the 
the riders to the comunity 
“We appreciate all that 
Kyle Petty and his group 
of riders are doing to 
raise money for different 
children’s charities,” said 
Hudgins.

The Kyle Petty Charity 
Ride Across America 

recently announced folks 
can make a $10 dona-
tion by texting from their 
mobile phones. Funds 
raised will support the 
children’s charities the 
Ride benefits, including 
Victory Junction, a camp 
for chronically ill children 
founded by Kyle and Pattie 
Petty in honor of their late 
son, Adam. 

Petty is leading a field 
of 175 riders on the 17th-
Annivesary Ride that 

rolled through the North-
ern Neck on Monday. The 
ride started May 7 in Lake 
Placid, N.Y., and will end 
May 14 in Amelia Island, 
Fla.

Fans and spectators 
along the Charity Ride 
route also may contrib-
ute through the Charity 
Ride’s “Small Change. Big 
Impact” program, which 
accepts donations at pit 
stop locations. Fans also 
may follow Petty and the 
riders at facebook.cm/
kpcharityride, twitter.com/

kpcharityride, or twitter.
com/kylepetty.

To make a donation via 
phone, text RIDE to 27722, 
and reply to the confirma-
tion text with the word 
YES to confirm the dona-
tion. Charges will appear 
on your wireless bill, or be 
deducted from any prepaid 
balance. All purchases 
must be authorized by the 
account holder. Message 
and data rates may apply. 
Reply STOP to 27722 to 
STOP. Reply HELP to 
27722 for HELP.

Riders reach out for children

Supervisors
to budget 
$15.02 million 
for schools

by Shannon Rice

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK, continued on page A2

SCHOOL, continued on page A2

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi



InsideNews    May 12, 2011
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!
For papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,

Northumberland, Richmond,  
Westmoreland and Middlesex counties:

❑ $25.00 per year     ❑ $19.00 per 6 months

For papers mailed to other areas:

❑ $36.00 per year    ❑ $28.00 per 6 months

Student subscription: ❑ $20.00 for 9 months

❑ $35.00 per year    ❑ $24.00 per 6 months

❑ Payment enclosed     New ❑  Renewal ❑

            

Name:______________________________________

Address:____________________________________

City:________________________________________ 

State:____ Zip:__________Phone: _____________

Credit Card No.: ___________________________
Expiration Date: ___________________________

Signature: _________________________________

  ❑ Charge to             or       fad-❑ Bill me 

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.
P. O. Box 400 • Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Phone 804-435-1701, ext. 16, or email circulation@rrecord.com

OR: Order an Internet subscription 
and download a PDF version of the 

entire Rappahannock Record on 
your computer! Get it Wednesdays!

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@RRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@RRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, athomasson@RRecord.com
Shannon Rice

extension 28, srice@RRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, sara.amiss@RRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, mail@RRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, marilyn@RRecord.com
Joanna Marchetti

extension 15, joanna@RRecord.com

Classified Advertising:
classifieds@RRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, wayne@RRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, ssimmons@RRecord.com

Sarah Bowis
extension 17, sarah@RRecord.com

Gloria Bosher, 
extension 17, mail@RRecord.com

Brenda Burtner, 
extension 16. mail@RRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, fgaskins@RRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, koliver@RRecord.com
Kim Kent, Accounts manager

extension 14, ardesk@RRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager

extension 12, lbishoff@RRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@RRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $25 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $36 per year elsewhere. 
Single copy: $.75.

appahannock
 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and 
then the employee’s extension when 
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

Packaging Solutions
                  Wrap-it • Pack-it • Ship-it

Chesapeake 
Commons 
Courtyard 

N. Main Street 
(next to Peebles) 

Kilmarnock

  
A

ll 
W

e
a
th

e
r

S
to

ra
g
e

435-9315 • Mon-Fri 10-5
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The Sewing Box
9:30 am - 5:30 pm

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

Doors open at 6p.m. • Play starts 7p.m.
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1/2 mile past fairgrounds on the right.
Come out and support your veterans!

American Legion

BRING THIS AD AND SAVE A $BUCK

Win up to $1000!
*amount to be determined by number of players

LANCASTER—Supervisors last week 
spent hours redrawing district lines and 
shifting populations until they came up with 
a redistricting plan that appeared to satisfy 
them and a small citizen’s group wanting to 
protect two minority-majority districts. 

County attorney Jim Cornwell said he 
could justify a deviation of slightly over the 
maximum in District 4 to the Justice Depart-
ment. The ideal population for each district 
in Lancaster is 2,278 but a 5% deviation, 
plus or minus, is allowed.  

Over the past decade, the county popula-
tion decreased by 178 people, including 74 
African-Americans, causing concern to a 
small group of citizens headed by the Rev. 
Gayl Fowler. 

Rev. Fowler had previously stated that two 
districts had to retain a 65% African-Amer-

ican majority, including a majority black 
population of voting age.

However, the board was only able to 
adjust lines in District 2 to include a 56.61%  
minority population with a 53.88% black 
voting-age population. In District 4, adjust-
ments were drawn to include a 56.52% 
minority population and a 52.01%  black 
voting-age population.

As proposed, this is how Lancaster’s 
voting districts are populated:

• District 1: 2,376 people, 21.84% black; 
• District 2: 2,233 people, 56.61% black; 
• District 3: 2,375 people, 8.88% black; 
• District 4: 2,162 people, 56.52% black; 
• District 5: 2,245 people, 8.29% black.  
All sitting supervisors and school board 

members would remain in their current dis-
tricts.

The proposed plan has been submitted to 
the U.S. Justice Department for approval. 

funds of $186,696, unchanged; and county funds of 
$10,426,506, up $169,698.

Projected expenditures include instruction at 
$11,515,462, up $377,265; administration at $939,087, up 
$176,506; transportation at $1,099,955, up $2,331; opera-
tions and maintenance at $1,386,391, down $12,455; and 
debt service at $87,396, down $106,000.

The motion did not include a request by superintendent 
Susan Sciabbarrasi to set up an escrow account contain-
ing the previous year’s unused funds to be designated for 
school use.

$205,000 for capital 
improvement projects, 
including improvements for 
streets and general repairs, 
and $408,505 for block 
grant expenses. The budget 
also reflects a $10,618 
transfer to the water fund 
and a $254,450 transfer to 
the sewer fund.
Water fund

The water fund totals 

Kilmarnock budget
continued from page A1

School budget
continued from page A1

$802,498, up $214,650.
Anticipated revenues 

include $441,880 in oper-
ating revenues, $10,618 
in transfer funds from the 
general fund and $350,000 
in transfer funds from the 
reserve fund balance.

Estimated expenditures 
include $355,603 for oper-
ating expenses, $98,895 for 
debt service and $350,000 
for capital improvement 
projects, including water 
line extensions and radio-
read meters.
Sewer fund

The sewer fund totals 
$1,512,790, up $303,094.

Anticipated revenues 
include $791,790 in oper-
ating revenues, $254,450 
in transfer funds from the 
general fund, and $466,550 
in transfer funds from the 
reserve balance.

Estimated expenses 
include $648,752 for 
operating expenses, 
$404,038 for debt service, 
and $460,000 for capi-
tal improvement projects, 
including improvements to 
the Wiggins Avenue force 
main trunk line and general 
maintenance.
Pay increases

At the April council meet-
ing, member Shawn Dona-
hue objected to an “across-
the-board 3% pay increase 
for employees.”

“The town pays 100% of 
the employees’ health care 
and 100% of the employee 
pension fund...I don’t think 
this is the time to give a pay 
raise,” Donahue said. “I was 
told on finance committee 
that I can’t see employee 
salaries. How do we give a 
raise when we don’t know 
what they make?”

“The town pays employee 
insurance only,” said coun-
cil member Paul Jones. 
“The employee pays for his 
family members.”

Acknowledging the lon-
gevity of town employees, 
vice mayor William Smith 
defended the increase, stat-
ing Kilmarnock employees 
are paid less than in sur-
rounding counties. 

Council member Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn said she also 
is opposed to “across-the-
board” increases. “It should 
be given on the employment 
date and the amount deter-
mined by (town manager) 
Tom Saunders. Why should 

someone who was here six 
months get the same raise 
as someone who has been 
here for years?”

“It looks really bad giving 
out a pay raise,” said Dona-
hue.

“But the town is in good 
financial health,” said coun-
cil member Randy Mou-
bray.

Jones noted the cost of 
food and gas continues to 
increase. “I’ve had employ-
ees thank me” for past 
increases, he said.

“We need to put a percent-
age in for the town manager 
to decide how much each 
employee gets,” said Smith, 
who heads the administra-
tion and finance commit-
tee on budgeting matters. 
“Three percent is available, 
not necessarily used.” 

According to town 
records, pay increases 
occurred in two of the past 
four years. A 4% cost of 
living increase was bud-
geted for 2008 and another 
2- to 3% was budgeted for 
2010. 
BPOL tax

A decrease in the busi-
ness, professional, and 
occupational license 
(BPOL) tax, endorsed by 
mayor Raymond Booth, is 
also projected.

As proposed, laundro-
mats, small loan offices 
and beauty and barber 
shops would receive a 
40% reduction. The cur-
rent rate of $0.18 per $100 
of gross revenue would be 
reduced to $0.108. Pro-
fessional services such as 
doctors, accountants, archi-
tects, attorneys, real estate, 
investments and mortgage/
loan companies would see a 
33% reduction, going from 
$0.35 per $100 of gross rev-
enue to $0.23. 

Commercial businesses 
such as bowling centers, 
contractors, nursing homes/
assisted living, repair shops, 
pest control and retail mer-
chants would see a 10% 
reduction from $0.12 per 
$100 of gross income to 
$0.108.

Wholesalers, distribu-
tors, telecommunications 
and cable businesses will 
see no change, remaining at 
$0.023.

A second reading and 
adoption is expected at 
council’s June 20 meeting.

This map shows 
Lancaster County’s 
proposed voting 
districts. District 1 
is in red, District 2 
is green, District 3 
is yellow, District 
4 is in blue and 
District 5 is in pink. 
To see a larger 
version of the map, 
look on RRecord.
com.

Lancaster supervisors
redraw voting district lines

by Audrey Thomasson

IRVINGTON—The Tides 
Inn recently announced it 
will no longer be sponsoring 
a Fourth of July fireworks 
show over Carter’s Creek 
from the resort’s waterfront. 

“Regrettably, the imple-
mentation of new state safety 
regulations for fireworks 
displays leaves nowhere 
within our property to host 
such an event,” said general 
manager Gordan Slatford. 
“Safety regulations require a 
minimum of 600 feet exclu-
sion zone around the launch 
area. There is nowhere either 
on the Tides Inn property 
or in Carter’s Creek which 
allows compliance.

“Because the Tides Inn 
fireworks display has been 
such an integral part of the 

The Triangle Trolley 
returned to service May 6, 
according to assistant Kil-
marnock town manager 
Susan Cockrell.

“It’s that time of year 
again when you can enjoy a 
Triangle Trolley ride,” said 
Cockrell.

The trolley offers a one-
hour round trip to Kilmar-
nock, Irvington and White 

Stone, she said. The fee is 
25 cents.

“We are grateful for the 
support of our trolley part-
ners Bay Transit and the 
towns of Irvington and 
White Stone,” said Cock-
rell. “Together with our 
advertisers, we bring a fun 
and enjoyable way to see all 
that Lancaster County has to 
offer.”

The trolley operates from 
4 to 10 p.m. Fridays and 9 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturdays. 
On Memorial Day, July 
4th and Labor Day holiday 
weekends, Sunday hours 
will be 1 to 6 p.m. Sched-
ules are available at area 
businesses, on board and at 
kilmarnockva.com.

The 2011 trolley season 
extends to October 1.

Triangle Trolley returns to service

State regulations snuff annual
fireworks show at the Tides Inn

community’s 4th of July 
celebration for a number of 
years, we wish to ensure that 
the community is advised of 
our plans to discontinue this 
activity,” Slatford said. 

From the inn, a large fleet 
of boats anchored in the 
creek and most lawns and 
piers along the shoreline, 
thousands have witnessed 
the hotel’s July 4 fireworks 
displays for decades.

It is unclear whether the 
new regulations will affect 
fireworks displays normally 

held in nearby communi-
ties. Last year there also 
were fireworks displays 
at Windmill Point, Reed-
ville, Kinsale, Colonial 
Beach, Urbanna, Deltaville, 
Mathews, Gloucester Point 
and Tappahannock.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Joanna ext.  15
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

FALL CRUISE SPECIAL
“Montreal to Boston”

Sept. 17-24, 2011
Enjoy Holland America’s luxury 5 

star Maasdam with stops at Quebec City, 
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, 

Halifax & Bar Harbor.
Prices start at only 
$1500 per person.

Call for details. 

www.arcadiamotorsinc.com

$

DAVIS 
Auto Sales, Inc., Kilmarnock, VA

(804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Oil Change Special

$29.95
Up to 5 qts of API oil and filter, top off fluids. 

Synthetic oil slightly higher. 
Clip & Save & bring in
Prices good thru 5/31/2011

Cooling Special
$34.95

Includes check hoses, belts, new antifreeze. 
Some SUV’s and trucks slightly higher

Prices good thru 5/31/2011

Northumberland
The Northumberland 

County Sheriff’s Office 
seeks help regarding the 
death of Terrell Bromley.

On May 14, 2006, Bro-
mley, 24, a black male, was 
reported missing.

On May 18, 2006, his 
body was found in Lodge 
Creek in the Callao area.

Bromley’s vehicle, a dark 
blue 1997 Ford Expedition, 
was located at the Callao 
Apartments on May 16, 
2006.

Sheriff’s investigators 
were told by two Hispanic 
subjects that in the early 
morning hours of May 13, 
2006, Bromley had bor-
rowed a red 1993 Dodge 
Shadow that belonged to 
Pedro Rubio Guerreo. On 
June 23, 2006, the vehicle 
was located and recovered 
from Lodge Creek near 
where Bromley’s body was 
found.

This case is an active, 
on-going investigation. We 
ask for your help to bring 

Lancaster
The Lancaster County 

Sheriff ’s Office seeks 

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Morson Lee Jr., 50, of Farnham was 
charged May 3 with (felony) contractor 
fraud.

Jerry J. Kelly, 32, of Warsaw was charged 
May 4 a with (felony) probation violation. 

Raymond T. Smith, 43, of Hayden Lane 
was charged May 5 with a (felony) proba-
tion violation.
Misdemeanors

A Woods Drive man, 30, was charged 
May 3 with contempt of court.

A Wildflower Lane woman, 49, was 
charged May 3 with a probation violation. 

A Lumberlost Road woman was charged 
May 4 with contempt of court. 

An Iberis Road woman, 56, was charged 
with violating the dangerous/vicious dog 
law. 
Activity report

Correction:  On April 23, it was 
reported that staff responded to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint involving fireworks in 
the area of Teal Lane. The incident occurred 
in the area of Teal Drive in the Mosquito 
Point area, not in the area of Teal Lane as 
previously reported. The public informa-
tion officer apologizes for this error. 

May 2: Staff received a bad check com-
plaint from a Technology Park Drive busi-
ness and checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant after pre-
arranged telephone contact could not be 
made (no emergency services needed). 
Staff responded with the Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department (ULVFD) to a 
vehicle fire at a   Lancaster convenience 
store, to a local emergency room on a 
report of an assault victim seeking medi-
cal care (juvenile assaulted by two others), 
to an assault complaint in the area of Mary 
Ball and Merry Point roads, and with the 
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a 
drunk and disorderly conduct complaint at 
a community hospital. 

May 3:    Staff received a larceny report 
from West Highview Drive ($800 loss) and 
a motorist’s complaint of debris from a log-
ging truck striking her vehicle while on 
River Road. 

May 4:   Staff responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint in the 1400 block 
of Lumberlost Road, received a report of 
an assault that occurred on May 2, and 
responded to a larceny complaint from 
Mosquito Point Road (owner to provide 
property loss report later). 

May 5:   Staff responded to a trespass 
complaint on Lovers Lane (civil inci-
dent) and to a verbal dispute on Oakwood 
Avenue (civil incident). Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after pre-arranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no emergency 
services needed)  and notified the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) of 
a downed tree blocking the roadway near 
Courthouse and White Chapel roads. 

May 6:  Staff responded with KPD 
and the White Stone Police Department 
(WSPD) to a fight call in the area of Old 
Fairgrounds Way, to a two-vehicle traffic 
crash at Old Fairgrounds Way and North 
Main Street, to a possible subject in distress 
in the area of Cove Creek Court, and with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to a hit-and-
run traffic crash in the area of Weems Road 
and James Lane. Staff notified Middlesex 

authorities of a reckless driving complaint 
in the Greys Point area. 

May 7:  Staff received an annoying tele-
phone calls complaint from a Campbell 
Road resident and a report of the loss/theft 
of a handgun from a Lively area resident 
(Taurus .45 caliber pistol, $322 loss). Staff 
responded with KPD to a trespass com-
plaint on Town Centre Drive, to a suspi-
cious person complaint in the area of Avis 
Trail/Preserve Drive and to a suspicious 
person complaint in the area of Dogwood 
Road. 

May 8: Staff notified VDOT of a large 
animal carcass as a traffic hazard on River 
Road (the VDOT state operations center 
required officer be dispatched to verify 
before sending a work crew to remove the 
hazard). Staff responded to a verbal dispute 
on Weems Road, twice to cellular E911 dis-
connect calls in the area of Starling Place 
and Buzzards Neck Road (unable to locate 
anyone needing emergency services), to a 
domestic disturbance (adult sisters/parent) 
on Black Stump Road, to a suspicious 
person complaint on Greenwood Court 
(legitimate subject on the property) and to 
a fight call on Sage Hill Road. 

May 9:  Staff responded to a trespass 
complaint in the 5700 block of Irvington 
Road, to a shots fired complaint in the area 
of Belmont Drive and received a walk-in 
report of a larceny.

Also this week, staff conducted 10 traf-
fic stops, issued two summonses, assisted 
seven motorists, investigated three building 
alarms, logged six inmate transports and 
fielded two calls for animal control ser-
vices.
Fire calls

ULVFD responded to a vehicle fire in the 
8600 block of Mary Ball Road.

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a tractor fire on York 
Road.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic crash on Harris 
Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week reported charges 
against nine individuals.
Felonies

Kyle Lee George, 27, of Burgess was 
charged May 2 with two counts of grand 
larceny.

Beverly Jackson, 58, of Callao was 
charged May 5 with petit larceny. The 
accused has been convicted two or more 
times previously of larceny offenses, which 
makes this a felony charge.
Misdemeanors

A Nuttsville man, 27, was charged May 
2 with failure to appear in the Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court.

A Lancaster man, 37, was charged May 
4 on a Richmond County warrant with fail-
ure to appear in the General District Court.

A Reedville man, 47, was charged May 
5 with entering private property with intent 
to commit damage.

A Heathsville man, 42, was charged May 
6 with two counts of assault and battery of 
a family member.

A Reedville man, 21, was charged May 7 
with driving while intoxicated and reckless 
driving.

A Reedville man, 66, was charged May 8 
with two counts of assault and battery.

A Heathsville woman, 40, was charged 
May 8 with assault and battery of a family 
member.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
arrest of two suspected drug 
distributors last Wednesday, 
May 4, by the Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s 
Department and Virginia 
State Police marked the 
first case in the state to arise 
under a new 1aw that went 
into effect in March.

Paul Riviello Jr., 23, and 
Nathan Emminizer Jr., 21, 
were arrested on charges 
of possessing mephedrone 
with the intent to distribute, 
conspiracy to distribute, and 
having firearms while in 
possession of illegal drugs. 

The arrests were made 
after a search of the pair’s 
residence near Wicomico 
Church.

Northumberland sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins said local 
authorities were contacted 
after a drug dog at a Phila-
delphia airport alerted a 
package addressed to the 
Wicomico Church resi-
dence. The package was 
retrieved in Richmond and 
delivered to Riviello and 
Emminizer by an under-
cover state officer with a 
search warrant.

The Virginia General 
Assembly added mephed-
rone to Schedule 1 of the 

Drug Control Act March 
23. Schedule 1 drugs are 
defined as hallucinogenic 
substances by the U.S. Con-
trolled Substances Act. Dis-
tribution of a Schedule 1 
drug is punishable by up to 
40 years incarceration and a 
maximum fine of $500,000 
for the first offense.             

Wilkins said there were 
problems with the sub-
stance in the school sys-
tems before the law was 
passed and mephedrone 
was an uncontrolled sub-
stance. It has been legally 
sold as plant food and bath 
salts, he said. 

The mephedrone mailed 

to Riviello and Emminizer 
allegedly was purchased 
over the internet.

Wilkins said the sher-
iff ’s office conducted stud-
ies on mephedrone when 
it was still an uncontrolled 
substance. He said its high 
overdose rate and presence 
in the area caused the office 
to alert the General Assem-
bly of the problem.

“(This case) is important 
in getting the word out on 
how dangerous it is,” said 
Wilkins. “It’s in the same 
category as heroin.”

A preliminary hearing 
for Riviello and Emminizer 
has not been set.

Two in Northumberland first in Virginia to be
charged under new law for selling mephedrone

by Shannon Rice

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME SOLVERS
the person or persons who 
killed Bromley to justice 
and to help his grieving 
family get closure.

A Crime Solvers reward is 
being offered. Any informa-
tion will remain confidential 
and anonymous.

Report related informa-
tion to the Northumberland 
County Crime Solvers at 
804-580-8477.

information regarding a 
shooting incident July 
18, 2010, that caused the 
death of Jasmine Smith.

Smith’s death was the 
result of a senseless act of 
violence due to ongoing 
rivalry between the youth 
of surrounding counties 
who choose to solve their 
differences with guns. Of 
more than 100 persons 
present when Smith lost 
her life, only a few have 
come forward with infor-
mation.

Now is the time to stop 
the violence and break the 
silence.

Crime Solvers is offer-
ing a reward up to $1,000 
for information that leads 
to the arrest and convic-
tion of the guilty party.

You don’t have to give 
your name, just your time. 
Let’s work together to help 
Smith’s family to have 
closure.

Report information at 
462-7463.

Savannah Joe’s
6:30 pm - 10:30 pm • $5 Cover

Will McIntyre
Friday, May 13

804-435-6000 • Kilmarnock

$8 Buffet Friday−Chicken, pulled 
pork, beans, slaw, rolls and sauce

6:00 pm-8:00 pm
Full Menu Available Until 9 pm • Sandwiches til 10 pm

Beer & Barbeque 
& Rock n’Roll

Now serving cocktails!
Frozen daiquiris!

Rappahannock
Record

Deadlines

Display Advertising:
Monday @5 p.m.

Classified Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

What time and where?  RRecord.com
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The Friends of Belle Isle State Park 
present the 2011 season of ”Music by the River”

 2011 MUSIC BY THE RIVER SCHEDULE

 MAY 14   Stephen Martyr and THEM     Christian Urban Gospel  6-8 p.m.

 MAY 21   Bill and Macon Gurley and  Gray Grainger   Folk and Bluegrass    6-8 p.m.

 JUNE 11   Honeywind Bluegrass Boys     Bluegrass     6-8 p.m.

 JUNE 18   Rhondels         Beach      6-8 p.m.

 JULY 9  Mercy Creek        Indie Rock     6-8 p.m.

 JULY 16   Sweet Justice        Classic Rock     6-8 p.m.

 AUGUST 13  Michelle Nixon and Drive      Bluegrass     6-8 p.m.

 AUGUST 20  Southern Grace       Gospel      6-8 p.m.

Concerts are 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.   Free popcorn and coffee. 
Games and programs for children.  The “Friends” will have ice cold soft 

drinks available for 50¢!   The concert is free, parking is $3.

Thank You to all our Sponsors

Belle Isle State Park
1632 Belle Isle Road • Lancaster, VA  22503

For more information please call
(804)462-5030

or visit our website at www.virginiastateparks.gov

Bank of Lancaster
Bethel Emmanuel United Methodist Men
Chesapeake Bank
EVB
Friends of Belle Isle State Park
K-I-WS Rotary
Neal/Nickel Wealth Management 

Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts
Rappahannock Record
105.5 WRAR
River Country 107.5
Dehnert, Clarke & Co., P.C.
Wealth Planning Solutions, Robert E. Walker, LUTCF
Rumsey and Bugg, Attorneys at Law
Bay Seafood Festival

LANCASTER—Korey Steal Wither-
spoon, 24, last week pleaded guilty to 
second degree murder in the death of 
Shayna Harding on November 24, 2010. 

In a plea agreement, Witherspoon was 
sentenced to 40 years with 29 suspended 
for the murder charge and an additional 
three years for possession of a firearm in 
commission of a felony. He will spend 
a total of 14 years in jail for Harding’s 
death followed by five years of super-
vised probation. 

“It’s not enough,” shouted Harding’s 
supporters when Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III 
announced the sentence. But when the 
judge forbid Witherspoon to have any 
contact with Harding’s family “with the 
exception of supervised visitation to see 
his” and Harding’s two children when 
he’s released from prison, the courtroom 
erupted in commotion. 

“Oh, my God!” and “No!” shouted the 
victim’s friends and family. 

Witherspoon turned to look at the family 
and someone yelled, “Rot in hell!” 

Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Julian Harman gave the court a rundown 
of events leading up to the shooting on 
Thanksgiving eve.

“It arose out of a disagreement regard-
ing where to spend Thanksgiving,” he 
said. “Shayna wanted them to go to her 
family’s place...”

Harman said Witherspoon was in a 
rented truck with Kevin Hall when he 
came on Shayna in a parking lot across 
from the high school.

“He took off and Shayna went after 
him.” Harman said the two vehicles sped 
down Merry Point Road to West Point 
Road where Harding turned her car to 
prevent Witherspoon from exiting the 
dead-end road. 

Quoting statements from Hall and a 
passenger in Harding’s car, Harman said 
Witherspoon drove up to her car and 
cocked his 9 mm semi-automatic pistol 
as he exited the vehicle. “They argued 
in the street...he fired the gun...Hard-
ing fell...and Witherspoon ran into the 
woods” where he fired the gun again 
and then hid the gun. “People in the 

neighboring homes heard the shots and 
screaming and called 911,” Harmon tes-
tif ied.

The first police officers on the scene 
found Harding dead from a gunshot 
wound to her head. Witherspoon first 
denied any knowledge of the shooting, 
then said “some guy in a gray truck shot 
her and took off,” said Harman. He noted 
detectives later found the murder weapon 
hidden in the woods.

Family and friends cried as the pros-
ecutor laid out the details of Harding’s 
death and life of abuse at the hands of 
Witherspoon. 

“It was a stormy relationship,” he said. 
“On two occasions she wanted to leave 
the relationship, but Korey Witherspoon 
disabled her vehicle...slashed her tires. 
There were numerous incidents of physi-
cal violence against Harding...” He said 
Witherspoon shot his gun from the back 
deck of the home and on one occasion 
told her “I’m going to whip your ass. I’m 
going to take your kids and I’m going 
to kill you,” quoted Harman. “Someone 
once tried to intervene and he hit her in 
the face so hard he cracked her tooth.”

Defense attorney John Martin stipu-
lated that the Commonwealth probably 
had enough evidence to get a conviction 
and accused Harman of giving a “closing 
argument.”  

Witherspoon offered a brief apology to 
the “family and court” and added, “It was 
an accident. You may not believe it, but it 
was an accident.”

Harding’s mother, Brenda Barfield, 
said she found Witherspoon’s apology 
insincere and was upset that he didn’t 
mention anything about the couple’s two 
children, an infant and a toddler. “I don’t 
want to hate him...but he’s not a good 
person,” she said. Barfield has custody of 
her grandchildren.

According to Harmon, Witherspoon 
may be facing additional time from an 
October 2010 conviction on buying, 
receiving or aiding in concealing stolen 
goods. In January 2011 he was sentenced 
to five years suspended on that convic-
tion.

The Commonwealth plans to pursue 
having the suspension revoked, said 
Harmon.

Civil War tailgating: The grand prize winner of the “theme” tailgating party on the 
lawn in front of Stratford Hall’s Great House went to this civil war “encampment.” 
Visitors were offered a variety of war food staples by “rebel soldiers” Joe Cress from 
Abingdon and Dean Burt from Chestertown, Md. View more photos of Coaching Day 
at RRecord.com. Photo by Audrey Thomasson.

Coaching Day celebrates days gone by
A 19th century coach rounds the corner on the oval at Stratford Hall Plantation. 
A parade of coaches was the feature of Sunday’s triannual Coaching Day event, 
demonstrating the primary mode of overland transportation in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Visitors also saw demonstrations of plantation life during four generations 
of Lees, including blacksmithing, sheep herding, arrowsmithing, dying and basket 
weaving. Photo by Audrey Thomasson.

Witherspoon sentenced 
to 40 years on second
degree murder charge; 
all but 14 are suspended

by Audrey Thomasson

Email your  NEWS to:
editor@rrecord.com
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You

Boys & Girls Club of 
the Northern Neck

Instilling confidence, respect and 
a love of learning since 2008.

©2011 Chesapeake Bank         Equal Housing Lender   Member FDIC

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181  www.chesbank.com

it’s all about community.

At a time when more than 30 percent of U.S. students don’t graduate from high 
school, the Boys & Girls Club is stepping up to the plate. In the Northern Neck, 
the Club has instituted a mandatory Power Hour where the first hour of Club 
activities is devoted strictly to homework with tutors available. The result? Well, 
the 33 club members who made the honor role were treated to a special bowling 
party. To make sure this type of success is available to all kids, the BGCNN offers 
scholarships and other financial assistance to youth who need them. Chesapeake 
Bank would like to encourage you to join them in helping to fund success stories 
at the BGCNN. For the complete story, log on to chesbank.com/bgcnn.

To make a donation or learn about volunteer opportunities, visit www.bgcnn.com or call 804-435-9696.

This year,33
BGCNN members 

made the academic 
honor role at their 

schools. That’s a 

15% 
increase over 2010.

11-CB-722_BGC_GirlTeen_4-4.indd   1 4/4/11   5:56 PM

CAROUSEL PHYSICAL THERAPY
spend your Summer  with US . . . 

Don’t waste your summer traveling the road! Let Carousel provide pediatric therapy services when 
school programs release for the summer. Our pediatric physical therapist has over 20-years of 
experience treating the pediatric population, including orthopedic and neurologic conditions.

Come to Carousel and have more Time for Summer Fun!
Tel: 804-435-3435     www.carouselpt.com     Toll Free: 800-435-3436

“Serving the NNK for Over 16 years With Care & Attention To Excellence”

KILMARNOCK—Vol-
unteers are needed to help 
install a fence at the evolv-
ing dog park on a portion 
of the Town of Kilmarnock 
parcel at North Main Street 
and Town Center Drive.

 “We are getting ready to 
bring a new play area for all 
the dogs in the Kilmarnock 
area” said committee co-
chairman Roxy Moubray. 

Volunteers are asked to 
meet at “Scottie Yard” at 
10 a.m. Saturday, May 14. 

“We already have two 
tractors with a post hole 
digger so the heavy work 
will be easily done,” said 
Moubray. “We’re hoping 

for some volunteers to help 
with building the fence.”

“We are ready to get 
started,” said town coun-
cilman and “offi cial fence 
builder” Randy Moubray. 
“We have the fencing 
here and would appreci-
ate anyone who can be on 
the Town lot to give us a 
hand.” 

Scottie Yard will be 150 
feet long by 100 feet deep.

Memorial Day weekend 
is the target for the opening 
of the park.

To volunteer, call Randy 
Moubray at 761-6177.

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster County school board on 
Monday approved a new prin-
cipal at the middle school and 
assistant principal at the high 
school. 

Replacing Sandy Spears as 

principal at Lancaster Middle 
School will be Kimberly Ham-
mond. According to superinten-
dent Susan Sciabbarrasi, Ham-
mond has a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Tennes-
see and a master’s from George 
Washington University.

She is certifi ed in adminis-

tration and supervision of pre-
kindergarten to grade 12.  Her 
experience includes 11 years as 
a principal or assistant princi-
pal and she has worked in the 
York County and Newport News 
school systems.

The new assistant principal at 
Lancaster High will be Shaun 

M. Mason. He has a bachelor’s 
degree from Hampton Univer-
sity, a master’s from Coppin 
State University in Maryland and 
an educational specialist degree 
from Capella University in Min-
nesota, said Sciabbarrasi.

He is certifi ed in administration 
and supervision of pre-kinder-

garten to grade 12. His experi-
ence includes teaching in Virginia 
public schools and three years as 
assistant principal in the Wash-
ington, D.C., school system.

Spears is retiring this year and 
Mason succeeds administrative 
assistant Deborah Thomas, who 
will return to the classroom.

L OT T S B U R G — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board caught up on its Stan-

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will hold a public 
hearing tonight (May 12) 
on a request from the Hope 
and Glory Inn to operate a 
vineyard and wine shop. 
The meeting will begin at 
7:30 p.m. in the town hall 
on Steamboat Road. 

Council also will hear an 
update on cleanup efforts at 
Irvington Marina and make 
fi nal adjustments to the pro-
posed fi scal year 2011-12 
budget prior to a public 
hearing next month.

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors will hold a 
budget work session at 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 18, in 
the General District court-
room at the county court-
house in Lancaster. 

The board will review 
applications from commu-
nity organizations seeking 
county funding. Appli-
cations should be made 
through the county admin-
istrator’s offi ce prior to the 
work session.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
planning commission 
will hold a public hear-
ing Thursday, May 19, on 
amendments to a zoning 
ordinance governing resi-
dential communities of 
more than two dwellings 
(R-4). The meeting starts at 
7 p.m. in the General Dis-
trict Courtroom.

As written, the zoning 
specifi es that 10% of the 
dwelling units be built and 
priced as “affordable hous-
ing” which is identifi ed 
as “80 to 120 percent” of 
median income. Planners 
want to broaden the range 
to “50 to 120 percent” of 
median income.

The revision is intended to 
make permitted uses more 
consistent with the spirit of 
the law, according to plan-
ning and land use director 
Don Gill.  

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet 
at 5 p.m. today (May 12) in 
the General District court-
room at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

David T. Brown of the 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation, Northern 
Neck Residency, will lead 
a public hearing on the sec-
ondary roads six-year plan 
at 5:15 p.m.

Public hearings set for 7 
p.m. include a request by 
Omega Protein Inc. to erect 
evaporators that exceed 
the 45-foot height limit for 
structures in the industrial 
district at 610 Menhaden 
Road near Reedville.

Supervisors also will con-
sider a request by Rebecca 
Worley to allow an addition 
within the 50-foot resource 
protection area at 1476 
Shore Lane in the Northum-
berland Shores Subdivision.

The Agenda
Local Government News

School board approves two administrative appointments
by Audrey Thomasson

Committee seeks help to
build fence at ‘Scottie Yard’

Northumberland school offi  cials informed of math SOL test changes
by Shannon Rice dards of Learning (SOL) 

tests Monday.
Changes in math SOL 

testing were introduced by 
K-12 mathematics special-

ist Amy Lamb. 
“The SOLS for math 

have been revised and they 
now are more rigorous in 
content,” said Lamb.

Additionally, the SOL 
testing format has changed, 
she said.  In the past, the 
tests have been strictly 
multiple choice, but math-
ematics tests will begin 
to include technology-

enhanced items enabling 
students to use features 
such as clicking and drag-
ging, selecting multiple 
answers for a question, fi ll-
ing in the blanks, and creat-
ing graphs.

 These features will be 
fi eld-tested on this year’s 
spring math SOL tests 
for grades six through 
eight and high school 

courses.  Next year, they 
will comprise about 15% of 
each SOL math test. Begin-
ning in 2013, the technol-
ogy-enhanced items will be 
incorporated into math tests 
for grades three through 
fi ve.

The board voted to amend 
next year’s school calendar 
to start Christmas break 
after December 21.

The school board’s pro-
posed $15,549,249 budget 
for the 2011-12 academic 
year remains under consid-
eration by the Northumber-
land board of supervisors.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Mari lyn ext.  11
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Eyes feasted at last 
weekend’s annual 

Spring Art Show at Lan-
caster Middle School in 
Kilmarnock. But then so 
did taste buds.

 An estimated 1,000 
pieces of student art 
decked the halls of LMS 
for the two-day event 
funded by the Rappahan-
nock Art League (RAL) 
and the Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts 
and orchestrated by the 
school district’s dedicated 
art teachers.     

The artwork was 
judged Saturday morning.  
On Sunday, the awards 
were presented at a pro-
gram in the LMS Theater. 

Best in Show awards 
went to Lancaster High 
School senior Natalie 
Jackson (winner also of 
an RAL Scholarship), for 
her riveting portrait of a laughing woman and to LMS 
eighth-grader Noah Hook for his intricately detailed 
drawing of a tropical fish.  First-, second- and third-
prize ribbons and multiple honorable mentions also 
were awarded in each category. 

A delicious secondary event was the awarding of 
prizes for edible art. This special competition, spon-
sored by the school’s PTA, is a fairly recent addition, 
according to LMS art teacher Marilyn Sprouse.

“The response has been amazing,” she said. 
Sprouse and LHS art teacher Shauna McCranie 

were smiling broadly as they treated a visitor to a pre-
view of the art-can-be-fun entries. Among the cake 
and candy based trompe l’oeil they unveiled were a 
realistic pizza, sushi and a variety of sea life scenes, 
edible “pencils,” a golf course cake with landscape 
and shrubs created from green frosting and a minia-
ture farmer’s market complete with baskets filled with 
candy fruit and veggie replicas.

For its appeal to the grade school audience, however, 
it was hard to beat the creation of 10-year-old Nicklaus 
Ford whose sheet cake was frosted to look deliberately 
like kitty litter dotted with chocolate.

Judges for the competition were Dorothy Pagano, 
Karin Heffernam, Cheryl Rembisz, Tom Norris, Elaine 
Tait and Ann Vliet.  Mary-Grafton Yagel was RAL 
show coordinator.

Lancaster Primary School art teacher Meghan Bowis 
was responsible for that grade group’s participation in 
the show. 

Winners announced
LPS art winners were Joziah Arrington, Dajah Hud-

nall, Christopher Bertrand, Kyle McCartney, Lilly 
Delano, Leighten McCranie, Tara Gill, Khalia Harding, 
Angela Ohree, Kellum Hayden, Henry Smith, Matthew 
Hayden, Davis Stickler, Xavier Ward, Rachel Woolard, 
Xavier Sutton, Patrick Vickers, Noah Booth, Trinity 

Sorey, Sean Atwood and Aniyah Ball.
Also, Asia Ball, Dametreus Beale, Jayshawn Burrell, 

Divine Davenport, David Fauntleroy, Logan Kellum, 
Tristan McDaniels, Alex Morales, Zykea Noel, Kymira 
Rice, Zoe Sawyer, Hailey Smith, Imauri Smith, Wil-
liam Stickler, Tate Wilmore, Elizabeth Woolard, Grayce 
Yates, Parker Throckmorton, Aniyah Baker, Montique 
Ball, Karli Brandom and Dylan Dodson.

Also, Eli Draleau, Kayla George, Emily Gill, Tiara 
Goldsberry, Phillip Howard, Kylil Nickens, Trevon 
Owens, Alyssa Ramos, DeShawn Reese, Serell 
Sawyer, Quelayzia Walters, Spirit Yarbrough, Victoria 
Geier, Deashanti Owens, Ke’Andre Ball, Lynesha 
Ball, Aaron Arthur, Katie Brandom, Sarah Marnien, 
Darius Smith, A’Mya Coleman, Jakera Turner and Eli 
Pittman.

Also, Willow Crockett, Taleyah Drake, Jatavious 
Howard, Jamarria Arrington, Madison Webster, Jaden 
Jones, Dekoda Lee, Hunter Hayden, Kera Beeler, 
Michael Hayden, Ma’Taja Littlejohn, Merry Hendell, 
Lyric Pinn, Markell Scott, Nathan Forrester, DJ Zeiler, 
Colton Elliot, X’Zaveion Owens, Cassedy Thomas, 
Carter McGee, Kreseaunna Sutton and Alyssa Hasson.

Also, Katelin Seaver, Hailey Banes, Brian Carter, 
Elizabeth Woolard, Jenascia Henderson, Ashanti 
Ball, Dante James, Olivia Rich, Jmiaya Boyd, Ethan 
Downie, Brooke Elbourn, Phillip Howard, Ann Hen-
dell, Yevon Jones, Tanaisha Henderson, Grace Oren, 
Jonathon Lee and Carissa Davis.

LMS art winners were: fourth- and fifth-grades first, 
Lizzy Davila; second, Maddie Davis; third, Katara 
Kelly; and honorable mentions, Maddie Davis, Rachel 
Valdrighi, Allison Hampton, Audrey Biringer, TyJae 
Henderson, Richie Failmezger, Danny Hinson, Tae 
Veney, Nathan Spiers, Lexie Hendricks, Nicklaus Ford, 
Demarcus Doggett, Brandon Rosalia, Terence Frisby 
Jr.,  and Erin McClain.

Also, sixth- through eighth-grades first, Sadacia 

Ball; second, Rachel 
Arthur; third, Lindsay 
Brocklebank; and honor-
able mentions, Deshay 
Smith, Gilbert Becker-
Ritchie, Vilesha Waller, 
Christina Bagnall, Rode-
sha Veney, Brandon Self, 
Gregory McEachern, 
Noah Hook, Sabrina 
Brown and Rachel Arthur.

Also 3-dimensional art 
winners fourth- through 
eighth grades first, Vile-
sha Waller; second, Kyle 
Thomas; third, Erin 
McClain; and honorable 
mention, Shelby Stone-
burner, Hunter Harcum, 
Deshay Smith, Kyle 
Thomas, Brandon Self, 
Emma McManus, Ariana 
Marsh, Nick Green, Nadia 
Moss and Maddie Davis.

LHS ninth- through 
12th-grades mixed media 
drawing first, Cheyenne 

Seaver; second, Janay Mickels; third,  Katelyn Abbott; 
and honorable mention,  Nell Carter (2), Janay Mick-
els, Will Chapman (2), Carli Hanbeck, Kevin McCart-
ney, Ashley Warwick, Elton Smith and Wil Peach

Also canvas first, Cheyenne Cooke; second, Bethany 
Milstead; third, Hannah Smith; and honorable mention, 
Natalie Jackson, Ashley Warwick, Eric Brooks, Heather 
Smith, Brittany Barbery, Liza Carter, Katelyn Abbott, 
Destiny Howard, Natalie Whay and Skylar Kellum.

Also 3-dimensional art winners first, Ronaysha 
Landon; second, Brooke Hudnall; third,  Shawda 
Veney; and honorable mention, Marques Kelly, Chris 
Brown, Lauren James, Natalie Jackson, Kevin McCa-
rtney, Brittany Barbery, Brandi Benton, Cheyenne 
Seaver, Ronaysha Landon and Hannah Smith. 

Also, drawing first, Janay Mickels; second, Eric 
Brooks; third, Jim Yang; and honorable mentions, 
Ann Yang, Natalie Jackson (2), Destiny Howard, Nell 
Carter, Colton Hayden, Micaela Syversen, Katie 
Cromer, James Ashburn and Nikki Stump.

Art teachers choice (kindergarten through 12th) 
winners were Branndon Wade, Ethan Kane, Evelyn 
Allen, Kayleigh Self, Patrick Vickers, Katarina Zeiler, 
Amanda Steensma, Autumn Coleman, Ella Posey, 
Madison Davis, Trevor Smith, Audrey Biringer, James 
Franklin, John Richardson, Nancy McClain, Stephanie 
Armstrong, Savannah Eppihimer, Anna West, Sheridan 
Ford, Matthew Brocklebank, Hannah Smith, Collin 
Keyser, Will Chapman, Katie Cromer, Renee Foster, 
Kevin Thomas, Chris Turner, Kwanza Moody, Javonte 
Smith, Kaylee Mitchell, Ryan Hudson, Casey Clarke 
and Lori Smith.

For the third year, LMS PTA offered an Edible Art 
competition with six $25 awards. More than 25 entries 
were made and later served at the awards reception. 
Edible art winners were Nicklaus Ford, Maddie Davis, 
Savannah Eppihimer, Robert Stickler, Sheridan Ford 
and Justin Hudnall.

ADVANTAGE WINDOW AND DOOR LLC
AMERICAN DIESEL CORP

ANNA’S PIZZA 
APEX TRUSS

ART OF COFFEE
ATHENA VINEYARDS AND WINERY

BACK INN TIME
BAY AUTO SERVICE INC 

BAY FLOORING
BAY & RIVER HOME DÉCOR  

BEADESIGNS BY JUDY Y
BEASLEY CONCRETE INC

BILL MARTZ IMPRESSIONS
BLACK STUMP STAINED GLASS
BLUEWATER SEAFOOD & DELI

BOB-A-LONG CHARTERS AND TACKLE
BRIAR PATCH QUILT STUDIO

BUCKS VIEW 
BURKES JEWELERS INC

BUZZIE’S PLACE
CALLAO DAIRY FREEZE

CALM WATERS ROWING CO
CAPT. FAUNCE SEAFOOD INC

CAROUSEL PHYSICAL THERAPY
CHESAPEAKE ACCOUNTING GROUP PC 

CHESAPEAKE AND CRESCENT
CHESAPEAKE COVE MARINA

CHRIS TRIMBLE’S HANDCRAFTED 
FURNITURE

COASTAL MARINE INC
COLONIAL NAILS

CREATIVE VISIONS
CROWTHER HEATING & AIR 

CONDITIONING

CURRY & CURRY
CUSTOM YACHT SERVICES

CUTZ & BEYOND
D & A ENTERPRISES

DATA MANAGEMENT INC
DEHNERT, CLARKE & CO PC 

DIANE JACKSON ARTIST STUDIO & 
GALLERY

DICK COOK ORIGINALS
DIGITAL WISDOM INC

DOWN TO EARTH
EAGLES CATCH ANTIQUES 
ECKHARD’S RESTAURANT

EXPRESS AUTO & FLEET SERVICE 
FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC PC

FAMILY MATERNITY CENTER 
FLOWERBED

FRANKLIN SEWING MACHINE AND 
CLOCK

GARNER’S PRODUCE
GENERAL’S RIDGE VINEYARD AND 

TASTING ROOM
GOOD EATS CAFÉ

GRANDMA’S JEWELRY BOX 
HAIR DESIGN STUDIO
HALE AUTO PARTS INC

HALE MARINE PARTS CO 
HENDERSON CLEANERS LLC

HOMESPUN DESIGNS
HOSKINS CREEK TABLE CO 

HOUSE OF MUSIC
HUMAN FACTORS MODELING & 

SIMULATION
J. BROOKS JOHNSTON III DDS LTD

JAMES F. HAMILTON MD PLC
JETT’S HARDWARE

JEWELL’S BUILDINGS
JULI ANNE

KILMARNOCK BODY SHOP 
KILMARNOCK INN 

KILMARNOCK PLANING MILL INC
KIWS ROTARY CLUB 

LAMBERTH BLDG MATERIAL
LANCASTER PAWN

LEFT BANK GALLERY 
LENNY’S RESTAURANT

LEWIS GENERAL REPAIR INC.
LONG’S METAL WORKS & MACHINE INC

LONGABERGER INDEPENDENT 
CONSULTANT- PEGGY MOTHERSHEAD

MARINE FABRICATORS INC
MARINE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
MASTERSEAL HOME PRODUCTS 

DISTRIBUTOR
MDA COMMONWEALTH COLLECTION

MERIDIAN GROUP LTD
MERLE NORMAN OF KILMARNOCK

MERRYVALE FARMS INC 
MILITARY MINIATURES

MILL END CARPET SHOP
N.N.W. AUTO SUPPLY

NORTHERN NECK MECHANICAL
NORTHERN NECK OFFICE EQUIPMENT

NORTHERN NECK ROTARY CLUB
NORTHERN NECK SEAMLESS GUTTER SVC

OPEN DOOR COMMUNICATIONS
DR. JAMES J. PANZETTA 

DRS. PAPAEFTHIMIOU & SHORT PC

PEDESTAL ACCESSORIES & GIFTS
POTOMAC RECREATION GROUP INC

POYANT’S PLUMBING
PRECISION GLASS & MORE

PREMIER SAILING
DRS. PRINCE & GRIFFITH, OD

PRITCHARD & FALLIN INC
R R BEASLEY INC

RANDY’S DUNN-RITE AUTOMOTIVE 
RANSONE’S NURSERY & MAINTENANCE 

RAPPAHANNOCK FOUNDATION
RAPPAHANNOCK GENERAL HOSPITAL

RAPPAHANNOCK HANG-UPS
RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD INC

RCC EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
REDNEX SPORTING GOODS

REEDVILLE FISHERMEN’S MUSEUM & 
GIFT SHOP

REINER CONSTRUCTION
RENAISSANCE SHOP 

RICHARD F. HAYNIE INC
RITZY RESUMES
RIVER MARKET

RONALD WHITT – ONLINE BUSINESS SYS 
ROSS’S RINGS AND THINGS 

SAFARI CORPORATION
SAGITTARIUS UNISEX HAIR SALON 

SARA BROWN’S SALON
SEASIDE THAI & FRENCH CUISINE

SHEAR PLEASURE
SIGN DESIGNS

SOUTHSIDE SENTINEL
STRATFORD HALL

SYNERGY GLOBAL SUPPLY

T-BONES RESTAURANT 
THE AUDIOLOGY OFFICES LLC

THE BOX BOUTIQUE
THE BUSINESS CENTER
THE DANDELION INC
THE FLOWER CART 

THE HAVEN
THE HIGHLANDER STUDIOS
THE INN AT LEVELFIELDS
THE LANCASTER PLAYERS 

THE LIVELY OAKS RESTAURANT
THE RIVAH HAIR STUDIO

THE WELLNESS PLACE LLC
THOMAS BEASLEY SEPTIC SYSTEMS

TIDES INN
TINA’S TAX SERVICE 

TOBY’S
TWO RIVERS COMMUNICATIONS INC 
UNITED COUNTRY-BAY RIVER REALTY

VIRGINIA RADIATION THERAPY & 
ONCOLOGY 
WARDICO

WARSAW GLASS INC
WARSAW SMALL ENGINE SERVICE

WESTMORELAND PLAYERS
WHAY’S TV 

WILKINS GROCERY
WINDMILL POINT MARINA

WINDOWS DIRECT OF EASTERN VA
YANKEE POINT SAILBOAT MARINA INC

YOURS TRULY PHOTOGRAPHY LLC
ZEKIAH GLASS

In support of our local Bank of Lancaster VISA® merchants, we’re offering our customers a 
cash-back** incentive to shop locally. Just use your Bank of Lancaster VISA® Debit Card as a 
credit card whenever you make a purchase from the merchants listed below. You’ll earn cash 
back on each transaction, rack up ScoreCard® Points, and help support your local community. 
This spring program runs from *May 1 through May 31, 2011.

www.bankoflancaster.com

®

LIST OF BANK OF LANCASTER’S PARTICIPATING VISA® MERCHANTS

**Receive $0.15 per transaction when you use your Check-n-Advantage® Debit Card at any of our local participating VISA® merchants. 
The Cash Back will be applied weekly to your checking account associated with your Check-n-Advantage® Debit Card. Member

SHOP LOCALLY 
AND EARN 
CASH BACK 
THIS SPRING*

All-school show features some 1,000 works of art

From left, Lancaster High’s Natalie Jackson and 
Lancaster Middle School’s Noah Hook received best-in-
show honors during the Lancaster County Schools art 
show last weekend. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Rappahannock Art League member Ann Vliet judges the 
high school art.
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Our Home Equity Line rate is so small
we want to make sure you see it.

 1-800-990-4828 n bankatunion.com

The lowest APR (Annual Percentage Rate) offered of 3.74% is a variable rate, and is subject to change. All balances will be 
calculated at a standard variable APR as indexed to The Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (currently 3.25%) plus a margin of 0.49% 
for the life of the loan. Automatic deduction of payment is required from a Union First Market Bank checking account to 
obtain advertised rate. APR may increase to 3.99% APR if automatic payment is discontinued. The Maximum APR is 24.00%. 
Offer is subject to credit approval and valid for credit lines of $25,000 or more with a maximum combined loan to value of 80%. 
Applicants must possess a Beacon Score of 720 or greater. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. Bank must be in a 
valid first or second lien position on the collateral. Bank will pay all closing costs for lines up to $250,000. Lines over $250,000 
will receive a $600 credit towards closing costs. Home Equity Lines of Credit closed within 36 months from the opening date 
will be charged a prepayment penalty as follows: Lines ≤ $100,000 will be charged 1.00% of the line amount. Lines > $100,000 
will be charged 0.50% of the line amount. Property insurance required. Available only to primary and secondary, 
single-family residential real property located in Virginia. Consult a tax advisor regarding interest deductibility. This 
is a limited time offer available on new Union First Market Bank Home Equity Line of Credit accounts. Member FDIC

3.74%
Annual Percentage Rate

Rapp Record 4.9375x10.5.indd   1 4/19/11   2:33:49 PM

National Nurses Week, 
held annually May 6 

through 12, focuses attention 
on the diverse ways in which 
nurses, who comprise the larg-
est health care profession, are 
working to improve health 
care.  

This year, Rappahannock 
General Hospital joins the 
American Nurses Associa-
tion’s celebration of National 
Nurses Week by raising 
awareness of the valuable 
local nurses who help to meet 
the diverse health care needs 
of the community.   

Described by the Ameri-
can Nurses Association as an 
art and a science, nursing is a 
profession that embraces dedi-
cated people with varied inter-
ests, strengths and passions.

Nurses work in emergency 
rooms, schools, hospitals, 
private homes and long-term 
care facilities, to name a few, 
and have many roles from staff 
nurse to educator to nurse prac-
titioner. Each and every one of 
our lives has been touched, 
at one point or another, by 
the incredible nurses in our 
community.  Please join us 
in saluting nurses within our 
community and across the 
U.S. for the quality work they 
provide seven days a week, 
365 days a year.

Michelle Geise, RN, 
Medical /surgical nurse

A medical or surgical nurse 
works on an acute inpatient 
hospital floor and provides care 
to patients who either require 
surgery or have acute medical 
problems.  This includes coor-
dination of patient care with 
other ancillary departments, 
such as physical therapy, fol-
lowing up on diets, wound 
care, and documentation of 
patient progress.

Michelle Geise was Rappa-
hannock General Hospital’s 
2010 Employee of the Year. 
She completed her schooling 
at Rappahannock Community 
College and has been nursing 
for 24 years.  In her free time, 
Michelle is also a Girl Scout 
Troop Leader and a pianist at 
Lebanon Baptist Church.

Sarah Barrack, RN, 
Emergency
room nurse

Nurses in the emergency 
room work with a variety of 
patients, from pediatrics to 
geriatrics, with a wide array of 
ailments, from dehydration to 
trauma. Their responsibilities 
include assessing the patient’s 
condition during triage and 
rapidly arranging necessary 
care.

Sarah Barrack has been an 
emergency room nurse for 
almost five years. She received 
her associate’s from Rappah-
annock Community College 
and is  taking classes in pursuit 
of her bachelor’s.

“My favorite part of my job 
is being able to help people as 
they are experiencing emer-
gent situations,” said Barrack, 
“I am incredibly proud of the 
Gold Award for the treatment 
of Heart Failure that we (RGH) 
received from the American 
Heart Association.”
Rebecca Wright, CPNP, 

Certified pediatric 
nurse practitioner

Nurse Practitioners are spe-
cialists who have many of the 
same duties as a physician. 
They are able to diagnose and 
treat acute and chronic condi-
tions, prescribe medications, 
conduct physicals, give injec-
tions, and educate patients on 
how to prevent health prob-
lems from occurring.

Nurse practitioners receive 
their certification in special-
ized areas such as family prac-
tice, OBGYN, geriatrics or 

Hospital celebrates National Nurses Week
 Rebecca Wright, CPNP (right), examines a patient in the CMG Pediatrics Office.Connie Deagle, RN, OCN (standing), and Peggy Swann, RN (sitting), offer support to 

a patient during treatment.

Michelle Geise, RN, was 
named RGH Employee of 
the Year 2010.

Tonya Conkle, RN, checks the blood pressure of a patient 
in the CMG Kilmarnock Family Practice & Urgent Care 
Office.

Janet Redmond, RN, performs an audit on a patient 
chart.

byCasey Kopcsak

pediatrics and must complete 
National and State Certifica-
tion.

As a certified pediatric 
nurse practitioner, Rebecca 
Wright sees patients from 
birth to age 21. In addition to 
diagnosing and treating ill-
ness, she focuses on wellness 
education for the families 
who visit her.

 She received her bachelor’s 
and master’s from the Univer-
sity of Alabama, Birmingham 
and her Nurse Practitioner 
Certificate from Virginia 
Commonwealth University.

“I love being able to see 
the smiles of the children and 
wonderful families within our 
community every day,” said 
Wright, “I thoroughly enjoy 
my career and encourage 
students to explore nursing.  
There will always be a need 
for nurses.”

Connie Deagle, RN, 
OCN, Oncology
certified nurse

Oncology nurses care 
for individuals with cancer, 
cancer-related illness and dis-
orders of the blood. They are 
responsible for administering 
healing treatments such as 
chemotherapy, hydration and 
blood transfusions, and injec-
tions.

Developing long-term rela-
tionships with patients and 
their caregivers is a vital role 
of an oncology nurse. They 
strive to educate patients and 
their families about all aspects 
of their disease including the 
side effects of treatment and 
provide psychosocial support 
along the care continuum.

“One of my favorite parts 
of my job is training upcom-
ing oncology nurses,” said 
Deagle, the oncology nurse 
manager at RGH. “The abil-
ity to provide state-of-the-art 
oncology care in our own 
community is a huge benefit 
to our patients.”

Deagle was named the 1997 
National Oncology Nurse of 
the Year, awarded the 1998 
Community Builder’s Award 
from the Lancaster County 
Free Masons, Virginia’s Out-
standing Nurse in 1999 from 
the Virginia Nurses Associa-
tion, and received the Com-
munity Service Award in 
2006 from the Northern Neck 
Rotary Club.

Devon Liner, RN, 
Operating room nurse

Nurses in the operating 
room prepare patients for sur-
gery, assist the doctor during 
the surgical procedure, and 
carefully monitor and manage 
pain of their patients until 
they are released to go home 
or into the care of medical and 
surgical nurses.

Devon Liner attended 
Rappahannock Community 
College and has been nurs-
ing for 11 years. “I really 
enjoy being part of the sur-
gery team,” said Liner. “It is 
rewarding to be able to help 
repair the injured part of our 
patient’s bodies.” 

Janet Redmond, RN, 
Psychiatric nurse

manager
Psychiatric nurses take 

care of patients who are suf-
fering from behavioral and 
emotional diseases and dis-
orders. In addition to provid-
ing medical care, psychiatric 
nurses also provide mental 
health care for their patients.

Janet Redmond has a bach-
elor’s in sociology, a master’s 
in business administration, 
and an associate’s in nursing.

“I believe that I use aspects 
of my diverse educational 
background every day,” said 
Redmond.

As a nurse manager, 
Redmond’s responsibilities 
include providing continu-
ing education for nurses and 
techs, scheduling, data col-
lection and tracking, chart 
audits, new employee orien-
tation, managing employee 
issues, and providing direct 
patient care.  

Patricia Lewis, RN, 
Home health nurse
Home health nurses moni-

tor patients’ health statuses in 
their own home and attempt 
to prevent patient admission 
to the hospital. They commu-
nicate closely with physicians 
and educate patients and 
their families on diagnosis, 
treatment, and medications.  
Occasionally, they provide 
hospice-type care.

Patricia Lewis has been 
nursing at Rappahannock 
General Hospital since 
graduating from Riverside’s 
Nursing Program in 1981.  
She has spent time nursing 
in OB, operating room, and 
home health.

“I enjoy visiting patients 
in their homes, seeing how 
they live and what is affect-
ing their care,” said Lewis. 
“It has been a good day when 
I feel like I have taught a 
patient something that will 
improve their health.”

Tonya Conkle, LPN, 
Family practice

care nurse
Family practice nurses 

work in a doctor’s office. 
They see patients from pedi-
atrics to geriatrics. Their 
responsibilities include col-
lecting blood pressure, pulse, 
and height and weight infor-
mation, assessing patient’s 
status and reporting to physi-
cians. They are responsible 
for patient care, insurance 
authorizations, and drawing 
blood.

“I love working in the 
CMG Kilmarnock Family 
Practice & Urgent Care office 
because I have the opportu-
nity to develop relationships 
with our family practice 
patients and am always kept 
on my toes with our urgent 
care patients,” said Tonya 
Conkle.

She graduated from Rappa-
hannock Community College 
in 2004.  She also works at a 
local long-term care facility 
on the weekends.

Angela Kelly, RN, 
Case management
Nurses who pursue case 

management are involved 
with patient education, dis-
charge planning, infection 
control, employee health, 
and utilization review within 
a hospital. They aid patients 
in obtaining quality patient 
care and effective utilization 
of available health resources 
along the continuum of care, 
assist those in need of indi-
gent care, plan follow up 

referrals, and reduce the risk 
of hospital acquired infec-
tions.

As the patient educa-
tion specialist with the Case 
Management Department of 
RGH, Angela Kelly educates 
patients on medication, diet 
and activity recommenda-
tions provided by their phy-
sicians, schedules follow-
up appointments, guides 
patients to any community 
resources that they might 
need and discusses the types 

of reportable symptoms that 
patients should be looking 
for after they are discharged.

Kelly has been providing 
patient education to the com-
munity for the last 12 years, 
and was nursing at RGH as 
a medical/surgical and home 
health nurse in the 15 years 
prior to that.

Casey Kopcsak is the mar-
keting and public relations 
coordinator at Rapphannock 
General Hospital in Kilmar-
nock.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Two milestones are forthcoming in 
the musical world of Kilmarnock, and 
they involve two gentlemen well known 
throughout the community, individuals 
whose impact has been wide and far-
reaching. One is a cause for celebration, 
the other for appreciation.

The first requires some background on 
my part. In the old days when crossing 
the Rappahannock River on the Norris 
Bridge required the payment of a toll at 
the booth between the lanes, the man in 
charge was Ken Flester. Normally, traf-
fic was not congested, and one had the 
opportunity to say a few words with 
him after forking over the 75 cents, or 
a coupon from the booklet that cost five 
dollars, but contained ten tickets.

Forty years ago Ken was looking for-
ward to the birth of his first child, and as 
I also knew him from our church, I was 
well aware that the event was imminent. 
On May 16, 1971, Ken Jr., better known 
as Kenny, arrived, and a couple of weeks 
later I saw him baptized at church. 

For four decades now I have watched 
this spectacular young man grow up. 
Throughout the stages of his life he 
always has been a contributor, whether 
serving at church as an altar boy, or work-

ing while in school, or participating in 
the Knights of Columbus, or for the most 
recent span, teaching the youth of our 
area the rudiments of music and leading 
them to levels of great proficiency.

After graduating from Lancaster 
High School, Kenny majored in music 
at James Madison University, returned 
home, worked locally, and then accepted 
a teaching position in which he shares 
his time between the Middle School and 
the High School, teaching and direct-
ing his students in the way of perfection 
that is his standard. In the summers he 
offers private lessons giving his students 

the added element of fine-tuning to have 
them ready and able to begin the next 
academic year. 

I have written previously about the var-
ious bands’ performances, events which 
give Lancaster residents the opportunity 
to hear great music “right here in river 
city” to borrow a phrase from Meredith 
Wilson’s “The Music Man.” Kenny is one 
important reason for that level of excel-
lence. 

At the Middle School the other reason 
for the standards of superiority rests with 
Glen Burtner, who for decades has been 
the Band Director and music teacher of 
Lancaster students. As with Kenny, Glen 
is a perfectionist who can hear each 
instrument in the band. While the audi-
ence sits spellbound, he literally is direct-
ing each player throughout the program.

Glen has an ear that matches his enthu-
siasm, giving his all to the students, labor-
ing to see them reach the fullest expres-
sion of their potential. He is undaunted by 
what to others might seem insurmount-
able challenges. The annual Christmas 
parade through Kilmarnock he takes on 
like a cakewalk. Wearing his Santa Claus 
hat he leads the band with the students 
playing with the same resolve as on the 

stage of the Middle School. 
Throughout the years he has taught in 

the system, Glen has shown this commu-
nity how vital music is to the education 
of our children. We never should think of 
it as a luxury; it is a necessity. Whether a 
student plays in the band or not, by being 
exposed to music, a deeper understand-
ing of the nature of life is the result. For 
so many over so long a time span, Glen 
has made that a reality. When we think of 
the great successes the high school band 
has achieved under Robbie Spiers’ emi-
nent direction, we need to remember that 
the Middle School has been the genesis 
of the program.

At the close of this academic year, Glen 
is retiring from teaching after what every-
one must agree has been a truly brilliant 
and outstanding career. Upon what better 
laurels could one rest than the knowledge 
that he has made a difference in the lives 
of countless young people, giving them 
pride in their accomplishments, and hope 
for the future to live as educated citizens 
of the community?

To both Kenny, on becoming a quadro-
genarian, and Glen, on moving on to new 
ventures, I shall try to be as classical as 
they are, and say, “Ad Multos Annos!”

Throughout the years he 
has taught in the system, 
Glen has shown this com-
munity how vital music 
is to the education of our 
children. We never should 
think of it as a luxury; it 
is a necessity.

,Focal Point

Following a storm, this rainbow appeared over the Chesapeake Boat Basin on 
Indian Creek.

 Photo by Judy LeHardy

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

I am writing in strong 
protest of the effort of some 
members of town council, 
including the mayor, to sub-
stantially reduce the busi-
ness license (BPOL) taxes 
of the town.

This effort is apparently 
being based primarily on the 
assertion that the town does 
very little for the businesses 
located within the town. 
I believe this assertion is 
basically inaccurate.

The town provides a 
number of services for the 
benefit of the business com-
munity. We have just com-
pleted a major downtown 
revitalization project that 
was for the primary ben-
efit of the pedestrian hub of 
our downtown businesses. 
Grants were secured and 
bonds were issued by the 
town to pay for this project 
and which are still outstand-
ing.

This expenditure has cer-
tainly made our downtown 
business area more attrac-

Town significantly supports businesses

(Reprints from the May 12, 1911, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)
Boat Notes

Work of raising steamer Essex, of the 
M., D. & Ry. Co., partially destroyed 
by fire in Baltimore last week, has been 
started.

Acting Deputy Collector Thalheimer 
has sent from the Department of Com-
merce and Labor circulars which order 
very important changes in the running 
of motor boats. About eight features of 
the former law have been changed, sev-
eral in favor of the boats. But it would 
be wise for every owner or operator of 
that class of vessel to fortify themselves 
with the new rulings.

Three fishing steamers will bring the 
500 Rappahannock excursionists who 
are planning to come to Norfolk on May 
25. J. A. Palmer, Jr., president of the 
Tidewater Bank, at Reedville, under-
stood that one of the big fish factories 
on the Rappahannock is lending its boat 
for the purpose.
Irvington

Mrs. Purnell Saunders, of Millenbeck, 
is visiting her parents here.

George Vaiden Jr., of Essex, was here 
on business the past week.

Fertilizer Inspector Reed, of Newport 

News, was here this week.
Fred Kirkmyer, of Norfolk, is at his 

old home here for a few days.
Arch Kirkmyer, Wallace Smith and a 

few others spent several days in Norfolk 
this week.

Miss Ruth Ingram, of White Stone, 
spent Wednesday and Thursday with 
Miss Ruby Hopkins.

Monday next is Lancaster court. In 
the absence of our editor, Manager 
Rowe will be in attendance.

Miss Eloise Towill left Wednesday to 
spend several weeks with her brother, 
Myrton Towill, in Baltimore.
Kilmarnock

Jno. A. Palmer, Sr., accompanied by 
his daughter, Miss Margaret, and M. S. 
Stringfellow, left Saturday for Richmond 
to consult a specialist. They spent Sat-
urday night with Mr. Palmer’s son, Paul, 
at Merry Point en route. Mr. Palmer’s 
strength is slowly returning and we hope 
ere long he will be his former self.

Rev. and Mrs. F. W. Claybrook have 
recently returned from a pleasant trip to 
the pastor’s old home in Westmoreland.
Ottoman

J. E. Blakemore, Jr., has returned 
home after spending the winter at 
Dayton, Fla.

Miss Florence Towles is visiting her 
parental home near Bertrand.

Corn is being planted quite exten-
sively in this vicinity, though the 
weather keeps cool. Early corn is up and 
looking fairly well.

Asparagus is being shipped daily and 
prices so far are holding up fairly good.

Peas are in bloom, looking rather poor 
and a short crop is expected.

Some early clover is being harvested. 
Even this crop is short, and very much 
below the past two years’ crops.

Jos. Belfield is again working on his 
new residence and expects to complete 
it in a short time.

Collin Chilton has placed in his store 
a new soda water fountain, and is now 
ready to administer cool and refreshing 
drinks during the hot summer months.

Mrs. Samuel Wright and infant son, 
who were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Geo Cottingham, returned to Norfolk by 
steamer Sunday.

Lyell Ficklin and wife made a flying 
trip to Norfolk during the past week. 
Mrs. Ficklin went to have her eyes 
examined and treated.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

tive and enticing for shop-
pers, diners and visitors as 
well as potential new busi-
nesses. To really see how 
beneficial this downtown 
revitalization has been, you 
just need to drive through 
the pedestrian business 
areas of Warsaw and Tappa-
hannock.

The town also pro-
vides “off street” parking 
for this pedestrian hub of 
businesses at considerable 
annual expense.The three 
main parking lots owned 
by the town probably cost 
in excess of $600,000 to 
acquire and pave.

Major portions of the 
annual expense of our 
police department as well 
as a significant part of 
annual sewer operating def-
icit benefit the entire busi-
ness community. These are 
just the primary and most 
expensive benefits pro-
vided by the town for the 

business community. There 
also are many others which 
involve less expense.

We should certainly try 
to be as fair and reasonable 
as possible when levying 
taxes and user fees. The 
comparison of our tax rates 
to Gloucester is irrelevant 
since Gloucester is not a 
town but a county and con-
sequently has a much larger 
tax base. I submit that no 
tax or user fee is ever com-
pletely fair in the amount 
and on whom it is levied, 
and there will always be 
some inequities but they 
should be minimal.

Certainly, it seems clear 
that we should not have any 
wholesale reduction in the 
BPOL taxes, at least until 
our current bonded indebt-
edness has been repaid and 
our basic infrastructure 
needs have been met.

Howard R. Straughan Jr.,
Kilmarnock

May 1861: Aggression 
reachesVirginia’s shores

May 3: Gov. Letcher authorizes 
General Lee to call out Virginia volun-
teer forces. Eventually 170,000 Virgin-
ians are trained and armed to defend 
the State and the Confederate Nation. 

May 6-7: U.S. General Butler orders 
a search for light-boats in the North-
ern Neck. In route to Dividing Creek, 
where the Smith’s Point Light-boat was 
said to be, a boiler failure results in 
delay and some serious injuries to the 
expedition members.

They later learn from an oyster boat 
captain that the light-boat is actually 
anchored up the Great Wicomico 
River. There, they instead find the 
Windmill Point Light-boat, with her 
moorings slipped, her light apparatus 
dismantled and her rudder wedged.

A log found aboard says that a Colo-
nel of Lancaster County had seized 

the boat and anchored it up Indian 
Creek while awaiting orders from the 
governor. 

May 7: The USS Yankee gunship 
engages and exchanges fire with the 
Confederate Battery at Gloucester 
Point. After twelve shots from the 
Battery, the Yankee is out-gunned and 
withdraws. 

May 11: Northern Neck volunteer 
companies of infantry and riflemen are 
received into the service of the State 
for one year. Militia members from 
Richmond, Lancaster and Northum-
berland are to receive training at their 
respective Court Houses while Essex 
and Middlesex volunteers will train 
near Urbanna. Cavalry and artillery 
companies, already organized, will also 
report to these headquarters for special 
instruction. 

May 16: The USS Mount Vernon 
reports from its blockade station on 

the Rappahannock inside of Windmill 
Point (probably Butler’s Hole) that they 
found halyards attached in an attempt 
to show a false light. They later learned 
this was part of a system of poles for 
telegraphing between the Point and 
Fredericksburg. 

May 18: the Union mounts another 
expedition to find and recapture the 
Smith’s Point Light-boat.

May 23: Virginia citizens ratify the 
State’s Order of Secession with strong 
favor. The vote in Lancaster is 432 to 0; 
Middlesex 491 to 2; Northumberland 
548 to 47; Richmond 556 to 14; West-
moreland 667 to 1. 

May 24: Union troops cross the 
Potomac into Virginia and invade Alex-
andria. Out-manned and out-gunned, 
the Virginia Militia there withdraws 
without engagement.

May 29-June 1: USS Thomas Free-
born, Anacostia and Resolute engage 

the Confederate Battery established 
at Aquia Creek (Stafford), inflicting 
damage on the Battery. The Freeborn 
is also hit and returns to Washington 
for repairs. Union Commander Ward 
reports making a landing down-river 
at Mathias Point (King George) and 
finding a thick jungle but no sign of a 
battery at that strategic location.

May 30: John M. Brockenbrough, 
a Richmond County native and VMI 
graduate, is ordered to organize the 
infantry of Westmoreland, Richmond, 
Lancaster and Northumberland. The 
40th Virginia Infantry Regiment is 
accepted into Confederate service on 
July 1.

Provided by the Lancaster County 
Civil War Sesquicentennial Commit-
tee and the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library with assistance 
from Ed Trexler, author of Civil War 
Northern Neck.

Civil War Sesquicentennial: 150 Years Ago This Month

With the economy at the 
tipping point, unemploy-
ment at an all-time high and 
federal spending out of con-
trol, any candidate for elec-
tive office whether local, 
state or national should be 
required by voters to give a 
yes or no answer to the fol-
lowing questions:

• Are you willing to cut 
spending at every opportu-
nity?

• Are you willing to repeal 
Obamacare and work toward 
true healthcare reform?

• Will you support a bill 
declaring the Constitution 
as the only law of the land?

• Will you work toward 
a balanced budget amend-
ment ASAP?

• Will you support a bill 
declaring English as our 
official language?

• Will you oppose the 
Federal Reserve printing of 
money we don’t now have?

• Will you support the 
notion that every new bill 
must show its Constitution-
ality?

• Will you support the 
notion that all Federal work-

ers and Congress must be 
included in any law affect-
ing the citizenry?

• Will you support local 
exploration for oil, gas and 
coal?

• Will you support a bill 
(as proposed by Will Rogers 
many years ago, where no 
vital national interest is 
demonstrated) that forbids 
the U.S. from starting a new 
war before the last one is 
paid for?

Government has so far 
exceeded its Constitutional 
powers in so many areas and 
must be reined in for the 
good of personal life, lib-
erty and individual pursuit 
of happiness. Government 
is not meeting its right-
ful obligations in so many 
areas, i.e.: immigration for 
one. Due process for terror-
ist prisoners for another.

2012 can’t come soon 
enough. We all need to stay 
in touch with our elected 
representatives and require 
a “yes” answer to all of the 
above.

Edward A. Zakaib, M.D.,
Irvington

Candidates should answer questions

Letters policy
Letters on current events 

and other topics of  of com-
munity interest are welcome. 
Please observe the following 
guidelines.
Do:
•Be as brief as possible. Keep 
letters to 300 words or less.
•Sign your name and include 
your address and phone 
number for verification, 
or clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:
•Write on personal matters.
•Praise or condemn private 
businesses.
•Send form letters, thank you 
letters, malicious letters, pro-
motional letters, anonymous 
letters, or letters addressed 
to someone else.

All letters are subject to 
editing for length, clarity, or 
potentially libelous state-
ments.
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Thank You!
The Northern Neck Montessori School would like to thank 

the following sponsors for helping make the 2nd Annual Kilmarnock 
5k race/walk and Children’s fun run a success!

Gold: 
RW Gordon Construction LLC
Bay Internists, Inc.
 
Silver:
Carousel Physical Therapy
Chesapeake Bank
Hanley Electrical Services
Kelley Marine Construction
Kilmarnock Lettering Co.
Main Street Pharmacy
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
Riverland Insurers
Virginia Women’s Center
 

Bronze:
ARTon Products
Bank of Lancaster
Creston Saunders Corporation
The Dance Studio of Kilmarnock
Dennis Saunders Electrical & Plumbing
Dominion Virginia Power
Dunton, Simmons & Dunton LLP
Heathsville Insurance Agency
James Insurance Company of Virginia
Lumber Smith - A True Portable Sawmill
McDonald’s
Rappahannock General Hospital
Papaefthimiou & Short Family Dentistry
The Sports Centre
Stevie’s Ice Cream
Tabb, Brockenbrough, & Ragland, LLC
Wells Fargo Advisors
Your Right Hand Concierge & Home Management

 
Media:
Chesapeake Angler
Runner’s World
Rappahannock Record
WIGO Country 104.9
 

Prizes & Donations
Bay & River Home Decor
Bay Auto
Breeden & Breeden
Cardinal Waste Service
ChemDry of Northern Neck
Chesapeake & Crescent
Cuttin’ Up
The Dandelion
Foxy’s

GGC Web Design & Hosting
Heads Up Hair Salon
the Local
Nail Nook
Noblett Oil
Northern Neck Bottling Co.
Omega Protein
Road ID
Sal’s Pizza

Shear Pleasure
Show Off
The Shoe Store
Tri-Star
Twice as Nice
Wal-Mart
White Stone Wine & Cheese
Yours Truly Photography
 

Special Thanks To: Town of Kilmarnock • Kilmarnock Police Department
The Turkey Trot, Thanksgiving Day 2011, Irvington Va

 
See You Next Spring!  www.kilmarnock5k.com

The Northern Neck Montessori School 
is currently enrolling for summer camps and fall children’s house.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—
”This past week brought 
Washington, D.C., to its 
knees,” reports Chaplain 
Grace Harley of Capella Soci-
ety International and White 
Stone Academy.

Following the heroic and 
successful mission of the U.S. 
Navy SEALs with the event of 
Osama bin Laden in Pakistan, 
several meetings and events in 
the nation’s capitol took on a 
spiritual perspective not regu-
larly seen. A participant with 
policy institutes and embas-
sies, as well as nonprofit and 
nongovernmental organiza-
tions, the Capella Society is an 
invited guest that “gives God a 
seat at the table,” said Harley.

After the 9-11 tragedy, the 
ministry of White Stone Acad-
emy expanded its outreach 
under the name of Capella 
Society International and took 
its work to the Capitol, she 
said. 

This past week saw the cel-
ebration of the 60th annual 
National Day of Prayer at the 
Cannon Office Building under 
the leadership of Dr. and Mrs. 
James Dobson of Focus on the 
Family, said Harley.  It was a 
nondenominational Christian 
gathering of prayer, praise and 
testimony.

“We are grateful for the 
open expressions of faith by 
our local government leaders 
such as Del. Albert Pollard 
and Congressman Robert 
Wittman, but it was both 
moving and inspiring to join 
with other national religious 
leaders, military heroes, and 
members of the Senate and 
Congress in prayer...and all 
on our knees before Almighty 
God,” said Harley.

Petitions for wisdom and 
help were prefaced by prayers 
of repentance and beseeching 
forgiveness, she said.  Voices 
and hands were lifted in songs 
of praise and hymns with read-
ings from scripture.  

On the National Mall, the 
International Bible Reading 
Marathon permitted the chap-
lain to read portions from the 
Book of Job at a pulpit placed 
on the steps of the Capitol 
building.  The entire Bible was 
read through by participants in 
various languages from May 1 
through the 5, she said.

For the 400th birthday of 
the King James Bible, a large 

tented exposition was on dis-
play exhibiting ancient copies 
of various texts and the histo-
ries of their translations. This 
event was sponsored by the 
Bible Nation Society and 
highlighted the influence of 
the 1611 King James Bible in 
American literature, culture, 
and founding documents, said 
Harley.

May 6 was the Tenth Annual 
Israel Solidarity Event held in 
Jerusalem Hall at the Embassy 
of Israel.  

Harley also attended the 
National Defense University 
Foundation’s seminar at the 
Capitol Hill Club where speak-
ers addressed national security 
issues with regards to Iran’s 
nuclear program and concerns 
over the lack of humanitarian 
work being done for the chil-
dren of Iran.

It was the expressed 
desire of attendees that U.S. 
policy be adjusted to support 
humanitarian work among the 
population while weakening 
the stronghold of the Iranian 
dictatorship with stringent 
economic oil sanctions, said 
Harley.

Additionally, concerns 
were discussed regarding the 
current joining of Fatah and 
Hamas and their attempts to 
exploit the people of Palestine, 
she said.

The Capella Society sug-
gested re-directing the mil-
lions of American dollars 
away from the terrorist organi-
zations in control of Palestine 
and placing it with respected 
international charities already 
working in the Middle East to 
empower missions of educa-
tion, clean water, medical clin-
ics, electrical infrastructure, 
and cottage industry creation.

“This is an example where 
church and state can come 
together to assist in defeat-
ing works of evil by replac-
ing them with life-changing 
works of goodness and pros-
perity,” said Harley. “Cer-
tainly the innocent children 
of both Palestine and Iran 
deserve the prayerful support 
of all peoples of faith every-
where.  Capella was honored 
to have participated in a week 
that brought our nation to its 
knees in prayer.  May every 
week see such events and then 
we can truly sing, ‘God Bless 
America’!”

From left, Bishop Harry Jackson, pastor of Hope Christian 
Center in Washington, D.C., and Grace Harley of Capella 
Society International attend the National Day of Prayer.

Washington ‘brought 
to its knees’ in prayer RICHMOND – Now that 

the governor has approved 
the General Assembly’s 
redistricting plans, the State 
Board of Elections (SBE) 
must find millions of dol-
lars to implement the new 
maps.

“They split over 500 pre-

RICHMOND— During 
a brief ceremony May 2 at 
the Henrico County Public 
Safety Buidling, Gov. Bob 
McDonnell signed legisla-
tion to support the public 
safety officials throughout 
the Commonwealth.

Senate Bill 870, spon-
sored by Senator Richard 
H. Stuart, establishes a Blue 
Alert Program to be admin-
istrated by the Virginia 
State Police to create an 
alert system to help capture 
offenders who kill or seri-
ously injure a law enforce-
ment officer in the line of 
duty.

It will operate similar 
to Virginia’s Amber Alert 
System, protect policemen 
and provide residents of the 
Commonwealth with infor-
mation about a dangerous 
person and their possible 
whereabouts.

“It is important that we 
honor the service and sac-
rifice of those citizens who 
protect and serve us in uni-
form each and every day,” 
said Sen. Stuart, following 
the ceremony.

“The legislation Gov. 
McDonnell signed today 
provides additional protec-
tions for Virginia’s public 
safety officials, including 
my SB 870 which estab-
lishes a Blue Alert Program 
to create an alert system to 
help capture offenders who 
kill or seriously injure a 
law enforcement officer in 
the line of duty,” said Sen. 
Stuart.

RICHMOND—The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency has denied Virginia’s request for federal disaster 
assistance for those affected by the April tornadoes.

 Gov. Bob McDonnell requested federal disaster assis-
tance for the counties of Halifax, Pulaski and Washing-
ton. Also, the governor requested FEMA include April 8 
through 28 as one incident period so other localities, such 
as Gloucester and Middlesex, could be added later.

Virginia was struck by 29 tornadoes in April, killing 
ten and destroying an estimated 212 homes and damaging 
1,050.

“We are very disappointed that FEMA did not grant 
disaster assistance for Virginians still working to recover 
from the tornadoes,” said Gov. McDonnell. “We are exam-
ining the possibility of appealing the decision, but in the 
meantime, state resources will continue to support the 
efforts of local governments and volunteer organizations 
that are helping our citizens recover.

“I want to thank local elected officials, state legislators 
and especially our congressional members for their strong, 
unwavering, bipartisan support of our request,” he said.

In addition, FEMA denied Virginia’s request for the 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, which provides funds 
for government projects that help reduce disaster risks by 
protecting homes and businesses against future damage.

FEMA denies state’s request
for tornado damage assistance

Governor
signs Blue
Alert bill

Redistricting could
cost state $10 million

by Tracy Kennedy
Capital News Service

cincts, and we have to equip 
them,” said SBE chairman 
Charles Judd.

He estimates it would cost 
about $20,000 to equip each 
of the 500-plus new pre-
cincts. That would put the 
total price tag at more than 
$10 million.

“This is what you’d call 
an unfunded mandate,” said 
Judd.

Federal funds may be 
available to help localities 
prepare for the fall elections, 
when all 100 delegates and 
40 senators in the General 
Assembly are up for elec-
tion, he said. If the federal 
funds don’t come through, 
localities will have to raise 
the money themselves.

For the past month, leg-
islators have been trying to 
redraw political boundar-
ies to account for popula-
tion changes reflected in the 
2010 census.  

Gov. Bob McDonnell on 
April 29 approved the legis-
lative redistricting plan.

However, the General 
Assembly still must redraw 
congressional districts.

URBANNA—May is also 
Older Adults Month. Every 
May since 1963, people in 
towns and cities across the 
country have come together 
to celebrate the enormous 
contributions of older 
Americans.

“Older Americans Month 
is our chance, in each our 
own way, to show our appre-
ciation and support of our 
older adults as they continue 
to enrich and strengthen our 
communities,” said Bay 

Agency recognizes contributions of older adults
Aging senior vice president 
Jean M. Duggan.

The theme, “Older Amer-
icans: Connecting the Com-
munity,” pays homage to 
the many ways in which 
older adults bring inspira-
tion and continuity to the 
fabric of our communities, 
said Duggan. Their shared 
stories, diverse experiences 
and wealth of knowledge 
have made our culture, 
economy and local char-
acter what they are today. 

The theme also highlights 
the many ways technology 
is helping older Americans 
live longer, healthier and 
more engaged lives.

“Bay Aging is extremely 
grateful for the many ways 
the older adult commu-
nity helps enrich the lives 
of others,” she said. “They 
deliver meals to the frail and 
elderly homebound, drive 
people to treatment facili-
ties, provide counseling, 
share their creative talents 
with others at adult day care 
and senior centers, mentor 
and tutor young people, 
with Triad they help local 
law enforcement make our 

communities safer, check 
on neighbors who are frail 
or alone, make life beau-
tiful by planting gardens 
filled with flowers and veg-
etables.”

Older adults also serve on 
the agency’s advisory board 
and board of directors, pro-
viding guidance and insight 
to help meet the needs of the 
communities, said Duggan.

In 2010, Bay Aging 
Retired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program’s roster 
of 838 older adult volun-
teers donated 62,547 hours 
of services, a savings of 
$1,304,105 to the region’s 
taxpayers, she said. 

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?
let us know • editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
804.436.7734

Over 30 Years Experience
Licensed and Insured

Seasonal Inspection for only $58 through May!
Schedule before the hot weather arrives!

Products and Services
• Commercial and Residential 
• After Hours Emergency Service
• Free Estimates on Replacement Systems
• Free Second Opinion on Compressor Failures
• Maintenance and Safety Inspection Agreements

My Commitment to You
• Quality and Safety Assured
• Affordable Rates
• Professional and Courteous Service
• Care and Respect when working in your home
• Consistent High Quality Workmanship

“Riverside Walter Reed is special because it combines 

a hometown feeling with the most up to date medical 

service available and, it’s right here at home. My surgeon, 

Dr. Melvin Ressler was experienced, knowledgeable and 

made me feel safe and confident. Although I don’t have 

to, I would gladly drive hundreds of miles for the level of 

service and kindness Walter Reed has shown me.” 

— Ben Higgins (pictured with his wife, Nan)

(804) 693-8800

world-class trained surgeons, right here at home.

Quality 
surgical care is...

Thanks Riverside.
To hear the whole story or share your story, 

visit www.riversideonline.com/rwrh

L A N C A S T E R — I n 
sentencing boat opera-
tor Steven Nixon for the 
crash that killed a woman 
and seriously injured nine 
others, Lancaster County 
Circuit Court Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III said that 
in a timeline of Nixon’s 
life there would be a 
sharp line through July 5, 
2010—that’s when every-
thing changed.   

It’s doubtful that Nixon 
or his passengers imagined 
their fates that day when 
they boarded his 23-foot 
bow rider boat around 2:30 
p.m. for a cruise on the 
Rappahannock River.

They went to Charlie’s 
Tiki Bar on Windmill Point 
where they played games, 
swam in the pool, had drinks 
and ate dinner. At 8:23 p.m. 
they paid the $388 tab that 
included 55 drinks spread 
among five adults.

The sun set about 8:30 
p.m. as they headed to 
Grey’s Point Camp at the 
Norris Bridge to drop off 
two children who had spent 
the night at the cottage 
near Belle Isle State Park 
in Lancaster County.

The sun had set by the 
time they headed up river 
in twilight. The water 
was calm. It was about a 
30-minute run to the cot-
tage near the park.

Nixon’s wife wanted to 
drive. She took the wheel 
until visibility was limited 
by falling darkness. Then 
Nixon took the helm. 

He had not intended to 
be on the river after dark. 
Concerned about crab pots, 
Nixon used his depth gauge 
to stay toward the middle 
of the river.

The 23-foot Chaparral 
bow rider was filled with 
people. Riding in the bow 
were four children, and  his 
brother’s fiancee, Amanda 
Brady. 

Nixon’s wife had sat in 
the bow but moved back 
and forth from the bow to 
the cockpit. At one point 
she told Nixon they were 
getting close to the cottage 
and she could see the lights 
of the park. “We’re not far 
at all,” Nixon replied.

Nixon had been using 
lights on shore and at Belle 
Isle for reference. There 
was a red flashing marker 
light ahead. “I never saw 
it,” he testified at his sen-
tencing hearing on May 3 
in Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court.

The boat was up on 
plane with its bow riding 
just out of the water when 
it slammed into the steel 
piling marker. Nixon was 
knocked out by the impact. 
When he came to, his 
brother gave him the hor-
rible fact: “Brady’s gone.” 
Her life was over and 
many more lives would be 
affected from this moment. 

Nixon was very disori-
ented and tried to call for 
help at about 9:39 p.m., but 
the cell phone connection 
was bad. Finally he told the 
911 operator where they 
were, “Marker #10.” 
The aftermath

The rescue involved fed-
eral, state and local agen-
cies, and civilians who 
worked through the night.

No one escaped injury. 
All four children had 
broken bones. 

Nixon’s stepson, Chase 
Buchannon, 14, testified 
at an earlier hearing that 
he was knocked out by the 
impact and woke up cling-
ing to the channel marker. 
He was able to swim back 
to the boat even though he 
had a seriously broken right 
femur (upper thigh bone) 
and a broken right wrist. 
He would need surgery so 
a rod and pins could be 
inserted to hold his broken 
upper thigh bone together. 

Nixon’s 10-year-old 
daughter Bailey broke her 
forearm. 

Nixon’s stepdaughter 
Mackenzie Buchannon, 11, 
suffered a broken foot.

Nixon’s 11-year-old son, 
Zachary, suffered a serious 
brain injury and also had 
internal injuries. Against 
the odds, he recovered.

Amanda Brady had been 
thrown overboard, suffered 
blunt force trauma, and 
drowned.

Other adults suffered 
broken bones.

Just eight hours earlier, 
Nixon had been antici-
pating a week at the river 
cottage—his vacation from 
being a captain in the Rich-
mond Fire Department. He 
had earned the respect of 
the people he led during his 
20-year career that would 
end soon when he resigned.  

As rescue teams con-
verged on the crash scene, 
Nixon’s nightmare had 
just begun. He would be 
charged with six felonies. 
In February 2011, Nixon 
pled guilty to these felo-
nies—manslaughter while 
operating a boat while 
intoxicated; maiming while 
operating a watercraft 
when intoxicated; and four 
counts of abuse and neglect 
of children causing serious 
injury. He also pled guilty 
to operating a boat under 
the influence of alcohol, a 
misdemeanor.   

On May 3, 2011, Nixon 
was sentenced to 19 years 
incarceration by Judge 
Taliaferro who suspended 
all but four years of the 
sentence. He is eligible for 
work release.

One of Nixon’s attor-
neys, Craig Evans, asked 
Judge Taliaferro to not 
“warehouse” a produc-
tive member of society. 
Evans suggested a sentence 
including 1,500 hours of 
community service. “He 
has a story he can tell that 
will open the eyes of some-
one in a similar situation,” 
Evans told the judge.

“What more conse-
quence can there be than 
having to live with what he 
has to live with every day?” 
Evans asked.

Lancaster County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney C. 
Jeffers Schmidt told Judge 
Taliaferro that the public 
should know the results of 
drinking alcohol and boat-
ing.

Schmidt said Nixon’s 
position as a fire depart-
ment captain means “he 
should be held to a higher 
standard.”

Schmidt argued that 
under sentencing guide-
lines Nixon could have 
been sentenced from five 
years and eight months to 
13 years and one month, 
with the mid-point being 
10 years and one month.

Schmidt referred to a 
letter in the victim’s impact 
statement from Nixon’s 
stepson, Chase Buchan-
non, who was thrown in the 
water and suffered a broken 
femur and wrist. “This 
night has forever changed 
him,” said Schmidt, and he 
still is getting counseling.

Schmidt referred to the 
victim impact statement 
of Chase’s father, Linwood 
Buchannon. Schmidt said 
he “has never received an 
apology from Nixon,” and 
there had been similar epi-
sodes of Nixon “drinking 
and partying.”

After closing arguments, 
Judge Taliaferro took over 
an hour to consider his 
decision. He also had taken 
about 30 minutes to read 
a stack of 50 to 60 letters 
attesting to Nixon’s char-
acter.

Judge Taliaferro said 
that Nixon’s “gross reck-
less regard for human life” 
caused permanent injuries.

The judge noted Nixon’s 
“exemplary career” as a 
firefighter, and said this 
crash may be “a single 
aberration of an otherwise 
good life.”

Forgiveness
Lawrence Brady, father 

of Amanda Brady, who 
died in the boat crash, tes-
tified during Nixon’s sen-
tencing hearing on May 3. 
Brady spoke of forgiveness 
and leniency for Nixon. 

A letter Brady had writ-
ten to Schmidt in February 
asking for leniency was 
entered as evidence at the 
sentencing hearing. “We 
have totally forgiven Steve, 
“ states Brady’s letter.

The letter also says, in 

Family of deceased offers 
‘forgiveness’ to boat operator

The following narrative was taken from court testimony given during recent legal pro-
ceedings against Steven W. Nixon of Montpelier.   

by Tom Chillemi part, “This accident was an 
act of God. Think about it, 
a 1.5-mile stretch of water 
and the boat hits a chan-
nel marker about 10 feet 
wide.”

Brady’s letter continues, 
“My wife Chris and I could 
be furious with Steve for the 
events that took Amanda’s 
life. The one thing we ask 
ourselves is, ‘What would 
Amanda want?’ “

When he testified at the 
sentencing hearing, Brady 
indicated his deceased 
daughter would have wanted 
Nixon to be forgiven. “She 
loved Steve and Steve loved 
her,” said Brady. “We ask 
the State of Virginia for 
forgiveness.”

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com


