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Neighboring homes erupt in fire 30 hours apart
Investigation continues
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
OCRAN—Separate
fires
which destroyed neighboring homes earlier this week
are under investigation by the
Lancaster County Sheriff ’s
Department, according to Lt.
E. Timothy Self.
A house at 1260 Ocran
Road, owned by John Rice
of White Stone, burned to its
foundation in the early morning hours on Monday (April
25). Less than 100 yards away,
at 1204 Ocran Road, the home
of Robert and Vivian Greene
was completely destroyed by
fire Tuesday morning (April
26). Only a grassy field and
several trees separated the
two houses.
According to Self, the oneand-a-half story home owned
by Rice was undergoing renovations and was uninhabited.
A neighbor reported the fire
at around 4 a.m. About 50
volunteer firemen from the

White Stone and Kilmarnock
departments responded but
the home had “burned to the
ground and there was nothing
left but the foundation by the
time they arrived,” said Self.
Greene had left his twostory home Tuesday morning to go to a neighbor’s for
jugs of water, said Self. He
returned to find his house
fully engulfed.
Some 45 volunteers with
the White Stone, Kilmarnock and Upper Lancaster
fire departments responded to
the 10 a.m. fire. Several firemen continued to douse the
smoldering house with water
until 1 p.m. Only the shell of
the home remained when firefighters left the scene around
3 p.m.
According to Self, the Rice
home was not insured. The
Greenes did have insurance,
he said.

Firefighters continued to soak a home on Ocran Road for several hours after it caught fire Tuesday morning.
The home of Robert and Vivian Greene was completely destroyed in the 10 a.m. fire. Photo by Lisa HintonValdrighi

Kilmarnock council studies reduction in business tax rates
by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—Town council members last week proposed lowering Kilmarnock’s Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL) tax in order to level
the rate across business categories and help
stimulate the economy. The proposed rate
adjustment comes at a time when council
also is proposing a $1.048 million increase
in next year’s budget.
Some $800,000 of that increase would
come from the town’s reserve funds and
would be spent in capital improvement
projects, including the water and sewer
system.
The finance and administration committee was initially considering a 10% reduction in BPOL taxes across the board, said
committee chairman William Smith. In
coming up with reductions that amount to
much more than 10% for many businesses,
the committee reviewed existing rates here

and in other localities and chose, instead, to
level rates between categories.
He noted the town’s current rates are
level with Warsaw’s and lower than Tappahannock’s. Proposed changes will be comparable to Gloucester’s rates, which Smith
said are 11 or 12 cents per $100 for professional services.
Town officials calculated the rate change
would amount to some $60,000 in lost
annual revenue.
In practical terms, a rate of $0.10 per
$100 of gross revenue is equal to 0.1% of
gross sales, according to town manager
Tom Saunders. “A $100 sale would equate
to 10 cents owed in BPOL taxes,” he said.
As proposed, laundromats, small loan
offices and beauty and barber shops would
receive the biggest break, getting a 40%
reduction, according to Smith’s calculations. The current rate of $0.18 per $100 of
gross revenue would be reduced to $0.108.

Professional services such as doctors,
accountants, architects, attorneys, real
estate, investments and mortgage/loan
companies would see a 33% reduction,
going from $0.35 per $100 of gross revenue to $0.23.
Commercial businesses such as bowling centers, contractors, nursing homes/
assisted living, repair shops, pest control
and retail merchants would see a 10%
reduction from $0.12 per $100 of gross
income to $0.108. However, wholesalers,
distributors, telecommunications and cable
businesses will see no reductions, remaining at $0.23.
Most members of the administration and
finance committee are business owners
who will benefit from the reductions.
Smith operates an accounting firm, Mayor
Raymond Booth owns a nursery and landscaping business, and councilman Shawn
Donahue owns a bowling alley and inn. In

addition, council member Randy Moubray
owns a retail business.
Only one member of the finance committee was opposed to the rate reduction.
Councilman Paul Jones, who is not a business owner and therefore not subject to the
BPOL tax, wondered what would happen
when the town needed additional revenue.
“So if we have to raise taxes again,
would it be raised in this area or would it
become a burden on the real estate taxpayers?” Jones asked. “You did nothing for the
people of the town and they’re struggling
too, not just businesses.”
“The argument is we’re doing only for
businesses, not the citizens,” replied Booth.
“I think citizens are smart enough to know
that by attracting businesses to town, we
raise the tax base. It does not go to the individual directly, but indirectly.” The mayor
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Storm causes
$300,000
in property
damages here
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
F OX W E L L S — R e m n a n t s
of a tornado that caused mass
destruction in Gloucester and
Middlesex counties April 15
also caused more than $300,000
worth of property damage in
lower Lancaster County, according to county building inspector
Steve Daum.
The storm damaged 11 buildings in the Foxwells area near
White Stone, three of which
were deemed unfit for human
occupancy, including two homes
and Asbury United Methodist
Church.
The church’s sanctuary, the
oldest part of the building, was
twisted off its foundation.
“We’re expecting a report from
an engineer soon,” said Daum.
“He wants the parishioners to
decide what they want to do, but
it does look like the building can
be saved.”
The initial concern was that
the sanctuary would have to be
torn down and rebuilt.
Daum said the social hall was
not damaged and can still be used
by parishioners for meetings and
gatherings.
“It’s only the oldest, original
part of the building that can’t be
used,” he said.
Along with property damage,
more than 300 trees were
snapped in two or uprooted in
the Foxwells area.
In Middlesex County, the
sanctuary of Zoar Baptist
Church in Deltaville was totally
destroyed. Storm costs in the
Deltaville area, where 32 homes
were destroyed and many others
damaged, are listed at $6.8 million.
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Council rezones 132 Irvington Road
by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—In
a
5-0 vote, the town council
approved a request to rezone
residential property to commercial on Irvington Road,
conflicting with a decision
a few months ago when it
declined a similar request for
a nearby property.
Some members expressed
confusion over the change in
direction, while those who

R
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voted down the previous
request claimed the issues
were not similar at all.
Charles E. Dixon Jr. applied
for the rezoning at 132 Irvington Road, adjacent to a bank
parking lot and laundromat.
“I’m all about consistency,”
said vice mayor William
Smith. “I don’t see much of
a difference from the other
property.”
“I agree,” said Mayor Raymond Booth. “The other was
improperly done.”
Council member Paul
Jones noted a difference in
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noted that professional services are “paying too much
in the first place—two and
a-half times what other
businesses pay,” he said.
“The town took in $6 million in three years and reinvested back into business just
$10,000. I’ve been constantly
asked to do something for
the businesses in town...these
reductions are very sensible”
and “in the end, we won’t have
to raise individual taxes,” said
Booth.
“Saying the town invested
only $10,000 in businesses is
a ridiculous statement,” said
council member Rebecca
Tebbs Nunn. “All the $6 million didn’t come from the
businesses, it came from the
people, too.”
Nunn, who is not a business
owner, expressed opposition
to reducing rates. She listed a
number of town projects that
not only support residents,
but also help attract citizens to
town to spend money, including the children’s playground,
dog park, nature trail and
the water and sewer system,
which, she noted, is the biggest incentive to attracting
businesses to town.
“Plus the Main Street project,” added Jones.
Also, according to town
estimates, some 75% of
police department calls are
merchant related, including
shoplifting, bad checks, identity theft, escorting merchants
to make bank deposits and
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LANCASTER—Confusing language in a new zoning
category held up planning
commission action last week
on the first application to
rezone a parcel to residential
community (R-4).
Lewis F. Conway will have
to wait until next month and a
second public hearing before
his plans for Section 8 housing at 953 Irvington Road just
outside Kilmarnock are considered.
Conway has a duplex on
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responding to disturbances at
entertainment facilities.
Booth clarified his statement, noting, “Only $10,000
was in regard to promoting
business and bringing tourists
to town.”
“You’re talking about
advertising,” Nunn said. “That
doesn’t bring in business. You
need to understand what economic development is...”
“I’m not talking about economic development,” Booth
said.
“You are when you talk
about advertising,” replied
Nunn.
Donahue
interrupted,
saying he wanted to make a
motion.
However, town manager Saunders said council
couldn’t act on the proposal
Monday. “This needs a public
hearing.”
“It being a tax decrease, we
can vote tonight,” Booth said.
Saunders noted it was part
of the budget process and
would be considered in total
at the public hearing.
“But we need to know what
the BPOL tax will be before
working the budget,” objected
Smith.
The proposed budget numbers are based on the new rate
structure, said Saunders.
According to Smith, the
suggested rates would bring
the BPOL taxes back to 2005
levels. At that time council
initiated the increase to help
pay for the Main Street proj-

Town honors
‘Goodwill Ambassador’

Councilman Randy Moubray (left) presents Carroll Lee
Ashburn a resolution recognizing his commitment to
community service. During last week’s town council
meeting, Mayor Raymond Booth called Ashburn “the
ect and upgrades to water and Goodwill Ambassador for Kilmarnock and Lancaster
County” and noted his many years of chairing the town’s
sewer.
“Are those loans paid for?” Christmas parade and other “selfless, civic-minded acts
that he has performed for many years.” Photo by Audrey
asked Nunn.
Thomasson
“No,” Smith replied.

“Did any businesses leave
town because the BPOL rate
went up?” Nunn asked.
“I don’t know,” said Smith.
If adopted, the new rate
structure would become
effective May 1, 2012.
Earlier this month, Governor Bob McDonnell signed
legislation that would give
towns the flexibility to adjust
business tax rates in a difficult economy. The bills
include SB1408, which gives
localities the ability to exempt
unprofitable
businesses
from local BPOL taxes, and
HB1437, which gives localities a choice of imposing
BPOL taxes on a business’s
gross receipts or its Virginia
taxable income. Both become
law on July 1.
According to Mark Flynn,
an attorney with Virginia
Municipal League, the ability of a town to exempt an
unprofitable businesses from
the tax “creates a better balance for that business...while
keeping the lights on and
police working.”
Smith said he was not
aware of the legislation.
The town’s proposed
$3,934,369 budget for FY
2012, including any change
to the BPOL tax, is planned
for a public hearing at the next
council meeting on May 16.

‘Too Good to Throw Away’
recycling shed is coming
to Northumberland refuse
collection site at Horsehead
HORSEHEAD—A “Too Good to Throw Away” shed is
coming soon to the Horsehead Convenience Center in Northumberland County.
Designed to lessen the pounds of useful items sent to landfill
locations, this shed will house free items to all county residents
and benefit local thrift stores and/or organizations that maintain
the site, said Sandy Henbest of the Northumberland Association for Progressive Stewardship (NAPS). Future sheds are also
planned for the Lottsburg and Ditchley centers.
This new feature is the result of Henbest’s efforts, supported
by county administrator Kenny Eades.
In keeping with a goal to reuse/recycle/reduce, Henbest is
soliciting donations of useable building materials, volunteers
for construction of the building(s), and organizations interested
in maintaining sites.
A designated location at Horsehead is available for donations of materials on Tuesday, Friday or Saturday, and pick up of
materials can be arranged if necessary.
To get involved in this project, contact Henbest at
804-580-4975, or sahenbest@kaballero.com.

Planning commission treads lightly on first
community residential zoning application
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property because it is in their
neighborhood and outside
Steptoe’s.
According to zoning administrator Marshall Sebra, none
of the neighbors objected to
the Dixon request, although
one inquired about the possibility of a privacy fence.
Nunn, who voted against
the first rezoning, made the
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attend the meeting.
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the two properties. The previous request was for property beyond the mixed-use
Steptoe’s overlay district and
within a residential community along Irvington Road
while the Dixon property is in
Steptoe’s and surrounded by
commercially zoned properties.
“Council has to respond
to the people and what they
want,” said council member
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn. She
said approximately 15 residents had signed a petition
against rezoning the other
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the property and applied to
add a third dwelling unit,
which is allowable in the new
zoning district. However, the
addition of a third dwelling
triggers a county requirement
that 10% of the dwelling units
be built and priced as affordable housing to “residents
with incomes between 80 and
120% of the median family
income.”
Median income in Lancaster
County is about $41,000,
according to planning chair
David Jones.
Supervisor Butch Jenkins
initially thought the wording
in the ordinance would limit
applicants for affordable housing to the “80 to 120%” of
the median income. He later
reversed his interpretation of
the ordinance, saying it did
not limit applicants and that
anyone could qualify.
“The idea of the ordinance
was to try to get away from
gated, high-dollar communities,” Jenkins stated. “R-4 was
to avoid exclusive communities.”
Jones still felt the language
was unclear, however, and
expressed the desire to hold
a public hearing on a text
amendment to the ordinance
at next month’s planning commission meeting. “Let’s send
the (board of supervisors)
something clean,” he said.
After some discussion
over the perimeters of what
“affordable” should be, it was
decided planning and land use
director Don Gill should seek
direction from county administrator William Pennell Jr.
The measure was tabled until
May 18.
In other business, planners
voted to send the fiscal year
2012-16 capital improvement
budget to supervisors with
their approval. The five-year
total is $1,282,611, including
$341,547 for FY 2012.
Projects for the first year
include $51,134 for updates to
the sheriff’s department’s 911
system; $30,000 to motorize

and refurbish bleachers in the
Lancaster High gym; $20,300
for an Emergency Services
response vehicle; $80,000 for
a new HVAC system at the
middle school; $33,400 to
replace windows in the school
board office and bus garage;
$68,713 for a diesel generator at the primary school; and
$58,000 to repair the old jail
and clerk’s office.

For reaching out with open arms and compassion
during this sad, sad time in our lives, the family of
Starke Jett, V expresses our heartfelt gratitude
to our lovely community.
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Sheriff Wilkins to offer safety course for senior drivers

HEATHSVILLE—The
Northumberland
County
Sheriff’s Office will sponsor an AARP Seniors Safe
Drivers Course June 14 and
15 at Northumberland High
School in Claraville.
Anyone who successfully
completes the eight-hour
course will qualify for a dis-

count on their car insurance,
said Sheriff Chuck Wilkins.
The discount is mandated
by Virginia law and will be
good for three years and
can be renewed by taking a
refresher course.
The course will be offered
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. both
days, said Wilkins. Light

refreshments will be provided by Virginia Farm
Bureau Insurance.
The fee is $12 for AARP
members and $14 for others.
Pre-registration is required.
Call the Sheriff’s Office at
804-580-5221. Payment will
be taken at the door. Make
checks payable to “AARP.”    

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett this week reported charges against
11 individuals.

Felonies

Dean A. Jones, 52, of Old Salem Road,
was charged April 18 with trespassing, unauthorized use of a vehicle (felony) and grand
larceny (felony) related to a Virginia State
Police (VSP) traffic crash investigation on
I-95; $600 vehicle loss plus more than $1,000
in mechanics tools.
Jerry J. Kelly, 32, of Warsaw was charged
April 20 with a felony probation violation.
Eric L. George, 29, of Fox Den Road, was
charged April 21 with counts of forgery/
uttering and four counts of grand larceny (all
felonies).
Calvin A. Tucker, 33, of Griffins Landing
Road was charged April 25 on direct indictments on charges of object sexual penetration and possession of burglary tools (both
felonies) (Tucker remains in jail without bond
pending trial).

Misdemeanors

A Pinewood Court man, 22, was charged
April 18 with contempt of court.
A Tappahannock woman, 41, was charged
April 19 with making annoying telephone
calls.
A White Stone area man, 18, was charged
April 19 with assault and battery and unlawful use or damage to telephone lines.
A Lumberlost Road woman was charged
April 19 with contempt of court.
A Devils Bottom Road man, 45, was
charged April 24 with a probation violation.
An Old Bethel Road woman, 26, was
charged April 25 with assault and battery and
contempt of court.

Activity report

April 18: Staff responded to a reported
larceny in progress on Richtown Road (no
criminal incident; property owner gave permission for items to be removed), to a noise
violation complaint on Clover Lane, and to
a disturbance call, large crowd involved, on
Buzzards Neck Road.
April 19: Staff received a traffic complaint from an Oak Hill Road resident;
responded to an E911 disconnect call on Chiltons Lane (no emergency services needed),
to a juvenile behavioral complaint on Regina
Road, to a possible larceny in progress near
Morattico Church and Rehobeth roads (determined to be civil incident), and to a domestic
disturbance (parent/adult child) on Regina
Road.
April 20: Staff responded with Emergency Medical Services (EMS) to a medical
emergency on Oak Hill Road; at 10:22 a.m.
staff responded to an E911 call for U.S. Coast
Guard (USCG) assistance for three children
in a canoe in distress in the Rappahannock
River (cellular E911 fixed the caller’s position approximately 2.7 miles off of Mosquito
Point; EMS on stand-by at end of Old Ferry
Road; sheriff’s department and White Stone
Police Department (WSPD) attempted to
sight subjects from shoreline from Beach
Road; USCG reported children rescued
at 11:20 a.m. and EMS was not needed);
responded to a domestic argument (grandparent/adult grandchild) on Regina Road, to a
trespass complaint on Riverwood Drive, to a
trespass/protective order violation on Azalea
Lane, to a possible burglary in progress in
the 9000 block of River Road (no criminal
incident involved), to a domestic disturbance
(husband/wife) on Chesapeake Drive; and
checked the area of North Main Street for a
reported drunk/reckless driver.
April 21: Staff responded with EMS to a
medical emergency on East Highview Drive
(subject down on floor for several days),
to the area of Corrotoman Plaza for traffic
control at a med-evac landing zone (teenage
subject driving a dirt bike struck a tree, possible head/spinal trauma), with WSPD to the
Beach Road area on a report of four men with
rifles on the beach, to Black Stump Road on
a motorist’s report of a pedestrian interfering
with traffic, to a trespass complaint on the
beach at Bald Eagle Road; and notified White
Stone town authorities of a reported water
leak on Chesapeake Drive.
April 22: Staff notified the Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT) of
a motorist’s report of heavy debris on the
Robert O. Norris Jr. bridge; responded to
a destruction of property complaint in the
1000 block of White Chapel Road (brick
column driveway entrance, $1,000 loss), to a
fight call near Devils Bottom Road and Riverwood Drive (determined to be civil issue
between co-owners of a vehicle), to a fight
call near Christ Church and Gaskins roads
(continuation of incident near Riverwood
Drive), and with VSP to a two-vehicle traffic
crash in the 10400 Jesse DuPont Memorial
Highway.
April 23: Staff responded to a domestic
disturbance (boyfriend/girlfriend) involving
keys to a vehicle at a Lively area convenience
store, to a domestic disturbance (adult brother/
sister) on Gaskins Road, checked on the wellbeing of a Keep Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone contact could not
be made (no emergency services needed),
to a destruction of property complaint in
the 10400 block of Jesse DuPont Memorial
Highway (related to a traffic crash of April
22), responded to the area of Teal Lane on a

juvenile behavioral complaint involving illegal fireworks, to a civil complaint involving
the exchange of personal property on Peirces
Road, with WSPD to an unknown problem
call (complainant spoke broken English, possibly intoxicated; dispatcher and field officers
determined that there may be an incident in
the Weems area and responded accordingly);
received a civil complaint from a Gaskins
Road resident (repeat of previous complaints
on Gaskins Road and near Riverwood Drive),
and a larceny report from the 100 block of
Windmill Point Road (jewelry, $600 loss);
and directed traffic at a downed tree incident
near Chinns Mill until VDOT could respond
and remove the tree.
April 24: A concerned citizen found an
Alzheimer’s patient wandering in the Lively
area and brought the patient to the sheriff’s
office while staff was responding to the
Lively Oaks subdivision on a missing person
incident that involved the Alzheimer’s patient
(Project Lifesaver information provided to
the caregiver); responded with Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD) to a possible
mental health emergency on North Main
Street, responded to a traffic complaint on
Beach Road, to a trespass complaint on Morattico Road, to a complaint of ATVs trespassing in the 2200 block of River Road, to a
motorcycle crash near Mary Ball and Chases
roads (med-evac involved due to the nature
of the injuries); and received a destruction
of property report from the 3300 block of
Merry Point Road (broken windows, $700
loss).
April 25:   Staff responded to a structure
fire on Ocran Road, to a destruction of property report from the 3300 block of Merry
Point Road (damage report pending information from the property owner), to a possible
burglary in progress in the 11200 block of
Mary Ball Road (determined to be domestic
civil incident, not criminal incident), with
KPD and EMS to a medical emergency on
Irvington Road, with KPD to a noise violation
complaint on South Main Street, to an assault
call on Mulberry Creek Road, to a suspicious
persons complaint on Black Stump Road
(juveniles playing with flashlights); checked
on the well-being of a Keep Safe program
participant after prearranged telephone contact could not be made (no emergency services needed); received a preliminary larceny
report from the 4100 block of Weems Road
(stolen property list and values pending information from owner), and a walk-in report of a
domestic assault on Peach Tree Lane.
Also this week, staff conducted 18 traffic
stops, issued seven summonses, assisted eight
motorists, handled three calls, investigated
four building alarms, processed one mental
health order, logged eight inmate transports
and fielded one call for animal control service.

Fires

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department of the Virginia Department of Forestry
responded to a brush fire on Apple Grove
Road.
Kilmarnock VFD also responded to a traffic crash in the 10400 block of Jesse DuPont
Memorial Highway, a med-evac landing zone
request at Rappahannock General Hospital,
and with White Stone Volunteer Fire Department to a structure fire on Ocran Road.
White Stone VFD also responded to a
brush fire on Mosquito Point Road and
returned to the structure fire on Ocran Road.
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded to a brush fire at River Road
and Doggett Lane and a med-evac landing
zone request at Corrotoman Plaza.
The Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office reminds everyone about National
Drug Take Back Day, the collection program
of unused and expired prescription drugs,
Saturday, April 30. The community is urged
to bring any unused or expired prescription
drugs to the Sheriff’s Office from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. for safe disposal.
Northumberland County Sheriff
Charles A.Wilkins this week reported
charges against seven individuals.

Felonies

David Wayne Haines, 27, of Callao was
charged April 19 with attempted grand
larceny as well as a misdemeanor count of
entering personal property with the intent to
damage.
Donald Ray Jewell, 42, of Lottsburg was
charged April 20 with forgery.
Hayes J. Johnson, 29, of Heathsville was
charged April 23 with a Circuit Court probation violation.
Michael Lynn Hayden, 29, of Callao was
charged April 24 with assault and battery of
a family or household member. The accused
has been convicted twice previously of any
combination of assault and battery or malicious wounding against a family member
within the last 20 years.

Misdemeanors

A Morristown, Tenn., man, 21, was charged
April 20 with two counts of shoplifting in
Northumberland County, as well as one count
in Richmond County.
A Warrenton juvenile, 17, was charged
April 20 with possession of marijuana.
A Callao man, 46, was charged April 20
with appearing intoxicated in public.

The course is intended for
all drivers ages 50 and older
and is open to all ages. The
course:
• Evaluates knowledge of
driving rules.
•
Addresses
normal
changes with age, such as
changes in vision and hearing.

• Identifies how the nals and markings.
changes affect driving.
• Notes differences of city
• Suggests ways to adjust and rural driving.
driving techniques to com• Stresses important safety
pensate for changes.
features, such as air bags, seat
• Discusses the affects of belts and anti-lock brakes.
medications and alcohol on
• Covers signs for judging
driving.
fitness to drive.
• Reviews driver-safety
• Proposes ways to extend
strategies that you can prac- driving as late in life as postice to avoid crashes.
sible.
• Explores defensive driv• Describes warning signs
ing when sharing the road of unsafe driving.
with those who are impaired,
• Educates folks on how to
distracted and aggressive.
talk to a loved one about driv• Examines safe driving ing retirement.
near large vehicles, such as
• Shares additional transThe Lancaster County trucks and buses.
portation resources available
Crime Solvers seeks infor• Looks at road signs, sig- in the area.
mation on the whereabouts of
four individuals.
Michael Tyrell Smith, 27, is
wanted for failure to appear in
court for driving suspended.
His last known address was
12182 Mary Ball Road, Kilmarnock. Smith is described
“an eclectic collection for
as a black male with brown
aesthetic reflection”
hair and brown eyes. He is
Route
3 • Lively • 462-0220
6 feet tall and weighs 229
pounds.
Larry Donnell Oliver, 30,
is wanted for failure to appear
for bad checks. His last known
address was 23 G Riverlands
Drive, Newport News. Oliver
is described as a black male
(until schools out)
with black hair and brown
eyes. He is 6 feet tall and
weighs 340 pounds.
Holly Morris, 27, is wanted
Made in USA
for failure to appear for
bad checks. Her last known
address was 18 Second Avenue
in White Stone. Morris is
16228 Northumberland Hwy. • Burgess
described as a white female
with brown hair and hazel
eyes. She is 5 feet 3 inches tall
and weighs 135 pounds.
Mathew Alexander Schellhaas, 27, is wanted for reckless driving and endangering life/limb and property.
September 6-18, 2011
His last known address was
Ready to see Alaska--now is the time. Travel
768 Regina Road, Lancaster.
Schellhaas is described as a
from Fairbanks to Denali to Anchorage aboard
white male with brown hair
the McKinley Explorer train before boarding
and green eyes. He is 6 feet
your 5 star cruise liner, Holland America’s ms
4 inches tall and weighs 174
Zaandam. See bears, pan for gold, marvel at
pounds.
the
glaciers in this “Great Land”. This beautiCrime Solvers also seeks
ful and pristine wilderness will capture a 13
information regarding vanday vacation you will never forget.
dalism that took place April
10 and 14 at Sharon Baptist
Prices start at only $2100!
Church. Windows and screens
Special $50 per person
were destroyed and damaged.
discount
if booked by 2/11
Report information on any
of these wanted people or the
damage to the church to LanChesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
caster County Crime Solvers
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
at 804-462-7463.
“Come join us–we’re going places”
You do not have to give your
name and the call will not be
recorded.
If your information is
useful to law enforcement,
you could receive a reward up
Saturday, April 30th • 9am to 5pm
to $1,000.

CRIME
SOLVERS

Greenpoint
Nursery

Fireflies Studios
Now open Saturdays • 10-5

featuring Hats for the Kentucky Derby Parties.
804-580-1711

Adventure Travel

BOAT SHOW

2545 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway, Burgess

NEWS BREAK
■ Blue Star marker

The Rappahannock Garden
Club will dedicate a Blue Star
Memorial Highway Marker
on Armed Forces Day, May
21, in Lancaster. Route
3 throughout the county
recently was designated The
Blue Star Memorial Highway,
effective July 1, to honor men
and women who have served,
are serving, or will serve in
the armed forces.
The dedication ceremony
will include speakers and
guests from the military,
garden clubs, and government.

1990 27’ Sea Ray Amberjack $25,000
1999 33’ Sea Ray Exp. $115,000
2000 24’ Shamrock $30,000
2006 25’ C-Dory Cruiser $61,000
1997 28’ Sea Ray Cuddy $31,000
2001 31’ Apreamare $149,000
1984 Tiffany 36 $400,000
1987 33’ Trojan Exp. $35,000
BOAT SHOW SPECIAL
1956 16’ Whirlwind & Trailer $3800
1999 30’ Riddick Exp. $85,000
1985 32’ Wellcraft $25,000
1991 43’ Wellcraft Exp. $69,000

Visit our Website
for More Details
NEW LISTING NEEDED
www.tiffanyyachtsinc.com

(804) 453-3464
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The Virginia Fisherman Identification Program
is a state program to register
license-exempt saltwater anglers,
and those who fish in fresh water for
anadromous species, such as
striped bass (rockfish), every year without charge.
Anglers can register online with the
Virginia Marine Resources Commission
at www.mrc.virginia.gov/FIP or by
calling toll-free 1-800-723-2728.
If you don’t need a saltwater fishing license
to fish legally, you need to register.
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Freedoms Foundation honors Bankie Benton
B

ankie Benton, a guiding force in the Broward
County Chapter of the Freedoms Foundation of
Valley Forge recently received the Spirit of 76, Freedoms Foundation American Patriot of the Year, award
She was presented the award by Broward Chapter president Chase Adams at the recent George Washington
Birthday Gala.
“This recognition honors individual chapter members
for their exemplary un-selfish service to their chapter,”
said gala chairman Boyce Ann Bryant. “These members work tirelessly to ensure that the chapter mission,
purposes and goals meet the standards of our national
organization.”
In addition to her work with the Broward Chapter for
the past eight years, Benton recently started a chapCommonwealth’s Attorney C. Jeffers Schmidt addresses ter in Middlesex County. Aptly named the Mary Ball
the Lancaster NAACP branch last week on a variety of Washington Chapter, the chapter is drawing members
criminal justice issues. Branch secretary Peggy Dillon from Gloucester, Lancaster and Westmoreland com(left) sits at the head table.
munities.
Benton and her husband, Bill, have a home in Topping in addition to their home in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
To learn about the Freedoms Foundation, visit ffvfbroward.org.

Schmidt speaks to
Lancaster NAACP Road work commences in West Point
KILMARNOCK—Lancaster County Commonwealth’s Attorney C. Jeffers
Schmidt spoke at a recent
meeting of the Lancaster
NAACP branch. He offered
insight into issues of crime
and punishment.
A member of the Lancaster NAACP branch,
Schmidt likened America’s
criminal justice system to
a four-legged stool which
rests on a platform of the
U.S. and Virginia constitutions. He said one leg is the
judge, one is law enforcement, the third is the Commonwealth’s Attorney or
prosecutor, and the fourth is
the defendant.
“If any leg is weaker than
another, the stool doesn’t
stand up straight,” he said.
He took questions from
those attending and also discussed details of the juvenile justice system, the large
number of cases involving
illegal drugs, and how factors such as economic status,
social position, and race can
affect sentencing.
In other branch business,
president Lloyd Hill spoke
about issues surrounding
the county’s five voting
districts, noting District 2

and District 4 have a slim
majority of black residents.
He explained regular local
redistricting plans offer a
way “we can have a good
opportunity of electing
blacks to county leadership.”
Hill urged those attending to vote in the upcoming
election.
The next regular meeting of the Lancaster County
NAACP will be at 7 p.m.
May 17 at the Bank of Lancaster northside branch in
Kilmarnock.

WEST POINT—A temporary road
connecting Route 33 and Chelsea
Road in West Point will serve vehicle
traffic while the existing intersection
there is closed until spring 2012.
The temporary road is adjacent to
the existing intersection, at the western end of the Lord Delaware Bridge.
This two-lane temporary road
will allow vehicles to travel between
Chelsea Road, Glass Island Road and
Route 33 during upcoming roadway
improvements on the approaches to
the West Point Creek Bridge.
The $2.4 million project will prevent further settling of the roadway

From left are Chase Adams and Bankie Benton.

on the bridge approaches, according
to the Virginia Department of Transportation. A concrete slab, supported
by piles, will be installed beneath the
roadway approaches to the bridge to
halt settling and avoid future maintenance expenses. Construction work
has begun, and is expected to continue
until spring 2012.
Traffic on Route 33 will be reduced
from four to two lanes in the work
zone, with one lane of traffic always
open in each direction.
From May to early fall, the eastbound lanes of Route 33 will be closed
while traffic will be maintained in the

westbound lanes. From late fall to
spring of 2012, the westbound lanes
will be closed, while traffic uses the
eastbound lanes.
Motorists traveling through West
Point on Route 33 can anticipate additional travel time through the project
work zone during peak travel periods.
VDOT will post notices on connector routes leading to the West Point
Creek Bridge, informing drivers of
the project.
Traffic signal timing along the Route
33 corridor will be adjusted when
lanes are closed to efficiently move
vehicles through the work zone.

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The
Lancaster
board
of
supervisors will hold
a public hearing tonight
(April 28) on a $15.6 million school budget for fiscal
year 2012. The meeting is
set for 7 p.m. in the General
District courtroom.
To become effective
July 1, the budget includes
$580,000 for the food service program. As proposed
by the school board, the total
is $437,647 more than the
current budget and reflects
two new federal grants totaling $336,393 for job funds
and school improvements. A
step salary increase of 1.5%
for teachers is proposed.
Supervisors also will hear
public comment on a proposed redistricting plan.
HEATHSVILLE—The
Northumberland board
of supervisors will hold
a public hearing on a proposed redistricting plan at 7
p.m. today, April 28, in the
General District courtroom
in the courts building.
As proposed, there would
be slight adjustments in the
county’s voting districts,
affecting some 500 citizens.
Another public hearing
will be held at 7 p.m. May
3 in the General District
courtroom on a proposed
$15,549,249 school budget
for fiscal year 2012.
The total is some
$540,000 more than the current budget and reflects an
increase of $1,095,200 in
local funds.

NEWS BREAK

Boys & Girls Club of
the Northern Neck

33

This year,
BGCNN members
made the academic
honor role at their
schools. That’s a

15%

increase over 2010.

Instilling confidence, respect and
a love of learning since 2008.

At a time when more than 30 percent of U.S. students don’t graduate from high
school, the Boys & Girls Club is stepping up to the plate. In the Northern Neck,
the Club has instituted a mandatory Power Hour where the first hour of Club
activities is devoted strictly to homework with tutors available. The result? Well,
the 33 club members who made the honor role were treated to a special bowling
party. To make sure this type of success is available to all kids, the BGCNN offers
scholarships and other financial assistance to youth who need them. Chesapeake
Bank would like to encourage you to join them in helping to fund success stories
at the BGCNN. For the complete story, log on to chesbank.com/bgcnn.

To make a donation or learn about volunteer opportunities, visit www.bgcnn.com or call 804-435-9696.

■ Get in touch

Navy and Marine Corps
shipmates who served on
the USS COLUMBUS
CA-74/CG-12 from 1944
through 1976 and the USS
COLUMBUS (SNN-762)
past and present, may contact the USS Columbus
Veterans Association to
share memories and camaraderie with old friends and
make new ones. Contact
Allen R. Hope, president,
3828 Hobson Road, Fort
Wayne, IN 46815-4505,
260-486-2221,
or
Hope4391@frontier.com.

You
it’s all about community.

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg 800-434-1181 www.chesbank.com
©2011 Chesapeake Bank

11-CB-722_BGC_Boy_4-4.indd 1

Equal Housing Lender Member FDIC
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Competing soaps?
CBS recently cancelled
several long-running soaps.
Seems the Kilmarnock
Town Council caused their
ratings to decline.

by Robert Mason Jr.
Often the most obvious is
the most overlooked.
We take for granted that
which is right there in front
of us on a regular basis.
Here’s a revelation: newspaper advertisements remain
the primary shopping information source.
The Newspaper Association of America (NAA)
recently reported “newspaper
advertising is the leading
advertising medium cited by
consumers in planning, shopping and making purchasing
decisions.”
The claim is based on
data from a Frank N. Magid
Associates survey of 2,500
adults.
“This important new
research reaffirms the power
of newspaper advertising to
engage consumers and drive
them to take action,” said
NAA president and chief
executive officer John Sturm,
in a press release announcing the results.
“More than all other
media, adults continue to
turn to newspapers to inform
shopping decisions that lead
to purchases,” continued
Sturm. “They are an opt-in
media in an opt-out world,
making newspaper advertising an ideal and effective
choice for advertisers who
want to reach consumers
ready to shop and spend.”
Among highlights of the
survey results:
• Four-in-five adults (79
percent) of those surveyed
said they “took action” as a
result of newspaper advertising in the past month. As a
result of newspaper advertising, 54 percent clipped a
coupon; 46 percent bought
something; 37 percent visited
a website; and 20 percent
tried something new.
• More than half of all
adults (52 percent) identify
newspapers as the medium
they use to help plan shopping or make purchase decisions.
• Advertising on local
newspaper websites ranked
second (behind only emailed
store or product information)
among online options for
advertising sources, beating
general interest websites, or
portals, paid ads that appear
on the right side of the search
engine screens, ads on social
network pages, and ads on
mobile devices.
Results also showed
newspaper advertising is the
most believable and trustworthy; the best for bringing
sales to your attention; the
most valuable in planning
your shopping; the preferred
medium for receiving advertising information; the most
anticipated kind of advertising.
With this in mind, placing an advertisement in
the Rappahannock Record
remains the most effective
means of advertising in the
Northern Neck.
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Bill Cronheim,
Weems

We can’t afford
Obamanomics

Full moon over Cockrell’s Creek.

Photo by Sarah Bowis
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com sub-

It seems to me that a U.S.
President needs to come
pre-packaged with some
basic skills. To know when
to act and when to mind
your own business, together
with a solid sense of maturity and character are not
optional. It would also be
helpful if he had a working knowledge of the word
war. He should also be able
to speak to the American
people without political
smoke, mirrors and innuendo.
President Obama does not
portray these cornerstone
traits. To declare that the
Libyan dictator must step
down, fire off a hundred
missiles and then walk and
skip away is the height of
ineptitude. To explain that
precise targeting of another
country is not a declaration
of war is the statement of a
liar.

The action speaks for
itself. Then announcing
that NATO will pursue and
follow up without further
U.S. involvement is a totally
misleading
compounding of the lie. The U.S. is
the backbone and heart of
NATO. Obama has set us on
course for mission impossible. We have absolutely
no idea of our mission and
who we are supporting or
not supporting. In fact, we
have no articulated position as to exactly what our
interests are in this violent,
volatile, fanatical, region of
the world.
Iraq will fall prey to Iranian interests as soon as
the last U.S. soldier leaves.
Afghanistan is a war without end and in Libya we
have no intelligence as to
whom and what the rebellion entails.
Obama acts like a spoiled
child with an entitlement
complex and the world
laughs at our stupidity. Does
he not know what it means
to not be able to pay our
bills. This nation is broke.
Without financial resources
we cannot sustain any war
nor can we sustain our current standard of living.

Garrett L. Howard,
Heathsville

YESTERYEAR
Adelaide Rowe, Capt. Messick’s granddaughter, christening her. The W. L. Messick is 140 feet long, 23½
Boat News
feet wide, 11 feet of hole
Steamer Lancaster sprung and will be fitted with fore
a leak Tuesday after leaving and aft compound engines,
Baltimore. She returned to
built by W. S. Cabill Co., of
that city, leaving again at 10 Baltimore.
p.m.
Both the Daisy and Emily
The Old Point Comfort,
A. Foote of the Carter’s
an extra steamer on the
Creek works have been
B.C.& A. line for the fish
rebuilt and enlarged and are
season, will be withdrawn
now much better suited for
Saturday and the Neuse
the business in general. The
resume her former schedule. work on the Daisy was done
Bugeye Skylark, belongat the Rappahannock Marine
ing to Capt. Chas. Dunlevy, Railway, near Weems, and
of Locklies, is undergoing
that on the Foote by the
thorough repairs—new deck, Machine Shop & Railway
well, etc.,—by J. Wood Tull
Co., at Irvington.
at the railway near the Carter’s Creek Fertilizer work.
Lively
The “Losciola,” belonging to
Mrs. C. W. Clark spent
J. H. Baugher, of Baltimore, several days the past week
is also being rebuilt and
at her parental home at
Alfonso.
beautified by Mr. Tull.
As a result of the revival
The W. L. Messick, being
at Bethel, which closed
built by Smith & McCoy,
Sunday, 41 have been added
Norfolk, for the Carter’s
to the membership.
Creek Fish Guano Co., will
Mrs. M. E. Sipes has
be launched Saturday, little
(Reprints from the April
28, 1911, issue of the Virginia Citizen)

returned to Baltimore after
two weeks’ visit to her
daughter, Mrs. John Revere.
Moreau Lewis ‘ new residence is rapidly going up. T.
T. Lewis is having lumber
put in place for a new residence.
Mrs. M. A. Barrack and
Mrs. Martha Knight, of
Nuttsville, visited their
sister, Mrs. T. J. Clark, not
long since.
Some uneasiness is felt
for the fruit this year as it is
the general opinion that the
frosts and cold weather have
done it considerable damage.

parental home in Mathews
County last week.
Owing to the continued
cold weather early truck
here is not making much
progress. The first asparagus was shipped from this
place on Friday of last
week. Prior to this time last
year several shipments had
been made.
The post office and store
building here is being
enlarged and when completed will be a very commodious building.
A. W. Cooper has had
two painters a Towles Point
the past week painting his
Millenbeck
dwelling.
Ellyson Davenport of
W. C. Towles, of BerWilmington, Del., is visiting trand, is visiting his sister at
his brother, W. W. DavenTowles, Va., this week.
port, near here.
The Ottoman High School
Mrs. Chas. Palmer and
closed on Tuesday of this
children, of Fleeton, were
week. The entertainment
the guests of Mrs. P. D. Ste- given by the mothers was a
vens several days recently.
success in every way.
W. B. Cridlin was here last
(Transcribed by Stephen
week delivering a piano at
A. Redd, volunteer of the
the home of R. W. Doggett.
Mary Ball Washington
L. A. Callis visited his
Museum and Library)

Speak up
If you are as concerned
as I am with our deficit and
budget woes, with all the
anxiety over Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security,
with what is happening to
our Armed Forces throughout the world, and with the
generally inept people in
Washington whom we either
did or did not vote for, then
join me in writing to Senators Webb and Warner, and
to Congressman Wittman,
to tell them what’s on your
mind.
Let them know that you
want them to start working on what is best for this
country, not what might get
them elected next time. And
let them know that you are
prepared to make sacrifices,
if that is what it will take.
They cannot operate in a
void—trying to make decisions that affect all of us if
we don’t tell them what’s
on our minds, how we feel
about the issues and problems confronting us.
I make no attempt to sway
you as far as party allegiance
goes. I am neither Democrat
nor Republican, but fiercely
independent. I have voted
all my adult life for the candidate that I thought best
suited for the job, never the
party. I do not support the
Tea Party, but that does not
mean that even they don’t
say something right every
now and then.
Mr. Ryan may not have
presented the perfect deficit
slicing plan, but it is a start.
There is going to be much
debate in the next several
months in the Congress
about these issues. Let them
know what you think, or forfeit the right to complain.

Alfred T. Miles,
Heathsville

Submit letters

to editor@rrecord.com;
by mail at P.O. Box 400,
Kilmarnock;
or by hand at 27 North
Main Street.
Please keep letters
to 300 words or less.
The deadline for
submitting letters
is noon on Tuesdays.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman
The focus in Washington last week was on
finalizing the 2011 federal budget and moving on
to the 2012 budget.
While we did not get a perfect conclusion to
the 2011 budget, the legislation brought up for
a vote included $38 billion in cuts over the next
six months. I voted to support this bill that will
cut spending and remove barriers to job creation,
and hope to support even more legislation to do
the same.
I also supported this effort in order to prevent a
government shutdown and ensure that our troops
and their families would not have to worry about
receiving their paychecks. Denying pay to our

troops and their families because of political
wrangling is unconscionable. These men and
women risk their lives to defend our freedom
here and overseas. Their families make sacrifices
each day; we cannot deny them safety and security here at home, too.
For 2012, House Budget Committee Chairman
Paul Ryan put forward a blueprint to keep taxes
low, eliminate tax increases and to allow our
economy to grow. While this budget is not perfect, I voted for it because we must begin the dialogue about the critical issues facing our nation.
I supported this blueprint which proposes to
cut $6.2 trillion in government spending over the

next 10 years. It also eliminates roughly $800 billion in new tax increases imposed by the health
care overhaul signed into law last year, and
defunds the health overhaul bill while proposing more patient-centered reforms that are truly
needed.
It also prevents the tax increases proposed
in the administration’s 2012 budget proposal.
The resolution also saves Medicare and Social
Security programs for future generations, while
not changing Medicare benefits for those 55 and
older.
We must chart the course to grow our economy, not grow the government.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

F

rom 1998 into 2002 I served on the
Virginia Marine Resources Commission. One of the most interesting and
enjoyable aspects of my time there was
listening to the briefings by the scientists
from the College of William and Mary’s
Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences,
and learning from those great scholars
matters of everyday importance for those
of us living in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. By statute VIMS is the official scientific advisor to the VMRC, and as such
the resource of first instance for all matters maritime.
Tuesday morning I had the opportunity
to relive those days by attending a VIMS
presentation here in Kilmarnock on the
Blue Catfish, an invasive species, which
is posing a significant threat to the welfare of many of our native aquatic species. The speaker was Professor Mary
Fabrizio, who has been on the faculty
of the Institute since 2005. She holds a
doctorate from the University of Rhode
Island, and is a former president of the
American Fisheries Society.
She began by defining the three types
of catfish, blue, channel and white, the
latter being the only one native to our
waters. The others were brought here
from their own native habitat in the Mis-

Unlike other fish, they
continue to grow after
reaching maturity, and
some have exceeded 100
pounds in weight and five
feet in length.
sissippi, Missouri and Ohio rivers. The
Blue in particular has gown in astounding proportions since being stocked in
the Rappahannock and James rivers in
the mid-1970s, and in the York in 1985.
Their numbers are calculated by VIMS
Juvenile Fish Trawl Surveys and by the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries Electrofishing Surveys.
Electrofishing is a method whereby the
fish are stunned, but not killed, electrically. They float to the surface and can
be counted for statistical observation.
These are fresh water fish, but seem to
be developing greater tolerance for salinity, thus they are moving farther downstream in the rivers they inhabit. In that
process they are eating everything in
sight. Unlike other fish, they continue to

grow after reaching maturity, and some
have exceeded 100 pounds in weight and
five feet in length. They particularly like
to dine on fresh water mussels, and have
depleted that native population extensively.
They also eat crabs, other fish, including younger blue catfish, and eelgrass and
other sub-aquatic vegetation. Apparently,
the SAV consumption is a by-product,
and not an end in itself, as they are taking
it in while searching for other fish and
crustaceans. They like a diet of croaker,
which fellow Antediluvians and I still
call “hardheads,” menhaden and shad.
Dr. Fabrizio identified four major predators that are stemming the expansion of
the Blue Catfish population, namely, bald
eagles, ospreys, larger members of their
own species and humans. She mentioned
that another invasive species, the Asian
clam, also could be spread by the blue
catfish, as it can be ingested and survive
passing through the catfish.
As this fish is a food item for humans,
the issue of contaminants is relevant.
Blue catfish exhibit high levels of PCBs
and DDE, the latter being a derivative of
DDT. The mercury risk is less, but all of
the contaminants are higher as the fish
become larger and heavier. According to

the Virginia Department of Health, fish
above 32 inches in length are not consumable, thus posing another question of
whether to harvest these fish or not.
Catfish are the third most popular catch
for anglers, and the problem remains
whether a fishery can be established to
reduce the blue catfish population. Professor Fabrizio spoke of encouraging a
trophy fishery, which at present represents less than two percent of the fish in
the James River. Her ultimate forecast
was that the fish cannot be eradicated
from Virginia waters. Electrofishing
removal is not sustainable due to its cost,
and she also mentioned the encouragement of “noodling,” or hand-grappling
with the big fish in muddy water. I immediately concluded that arena would not be
my sport.
When the session ended after an hour
and a half, the members of the audience
clearly had their intellectual, if not their
digestive, appetites whetted for more
information. Personally, I left with even
greater admiration and respect for the
outstanding contributions the faculty and
staff at VIMS make for the restoration
and maintenance of a sound Chesapeake
Bay, and I hope we shall have more such
forums here in the Northern Neck.
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he Rivah Visitor’s Guide
returns to newstands this
week. Pick up a copy today.
REVERSE MORTGAGE
EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR

DATE: Thursday, May 12, 2011
PLACE: Lancaster Community Library
235 School Street
Kilmarnock • 435-1729
TIME: 10:00 am - 11:30 am

Ernest W. Palin Jr.

Do you remember?
The R.H. Chilton car dealership and garage (circa 1910) is believed to have occupied the
building on Church Street which now houses a W.F. Booth & Son furniture showroom,
said Carroll Lee Ashburn of the Kilmarnock Museum. “Do you remember?” is a
community service of the museum.

Crime victims’ rights
by C. Jeffers Schmidt Jr.
Lancaster Commonwealth’s Attorney
In observation of Crime Victims’ Rights
Week the governor recently highlighted 12 new
state laws passed by the 2011 General Assembly and signed by the governor to provide additional rights to victims of crime.
Since 1995 crime victims and witnesses to
crime have been specifically provided statutory
rights to dignity, respect and sensitivity; information and services; protection from further
harm; financial assistance; confidentiality and
privacy.

Protective orders

One such new law expands the class of
persons eligible to obtain a protective order.
It renames “protective orders for stalking” as
“protective orders” and expands the class of
persons that is eligible to obtain a protective
order to include persons who have been subjected to any act involving violence, force, or
threat that results in bodily injury, or places one
in reasonable apprehension of death, sexual
assault or bodily injury.
This language would allow someone in a
dating relationship to get a protective order.
The bill also authorizes a law-enforcement
officer to request an extension of an emergency
protective order, not to exceed three days, for a
person in need of protection who is physically
or mentally incapable of filing a petition for a
preliminary or permanent protective order.
The bill increases the penalties for violating
a protective order. Any person convicted of a
second violation of a protective order, when the
offense is committed within five years of a conviction for a prior offense, and when either the
new or the prior offense was based on an act or
threat of violence, shall be sentenced to mandatory minimum confinement of 60 days. For a
third or subsequent offense, when such offense
is committed within 20 years of the first conviction, and when either the new or any of the
prior offenses was based on an act or threat of
violence, the defendant shall be sentenced to a
mandatory minimum term of confinement of
six months. Where there is no mandatory minimum sentence specified, a violator shall be
sentenced to a term of confinement and shall
not have the entire sentence suspended.
The bill also amends the definition of “family
abuse” which is used to determine when a
family abuse protective order may be issued.
This bill results in part from the advocacy
of The Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence
Action Alliance, Commonwealth’s Attorneys
and other victim advocates. Previously there
was concern that only “family or household
members” could petition the courts for family
abuse protective orders which left some victims of dating relationship violence excluded
from civil protections. Advocates felt that the
dangers of dating relationship violence, including escalating violence and homicide, were not
limited to individuals who shared a residence
or had a child in common.

Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office of Lancaster County has updated the Sexual Assault
Response Team (SART) protocol and memorandum of agreement that it first created in
1992. There continues in Lancaster County
an alliance of Commonwealth’s Attorney, lawenforcement agencies, victim-witness coordinator, Rappahannock General Hospital and
other medical providers, the Family Maternity Center of the Northern Neck, the Health
Department and Social Services Department
of Lancaster County, the Lancaster County
Ministerial Association, Lancaster County
Public Schools and The Haven to provide a
collaborative, victim-centered response to
sexual assault and domestic abuse victims in
Lancaster County.
The SART team responds to reports and
complaints of sexual assault and domestic
violence to meet the needs of victims and
provide immediate support and services. The
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office recognizes
the advocacy of Ruth Micklem, community
response advocacy coordinator at The Haven,
in the coordination of the multi-disciplinary
assault response team.

Related legislation

Other victims’ rights legislation recently
enacted by the General Assembly, and signed
by the governor, extends the statute of limitations from two years to 20 years for a child
victim of sexual abuse to file a law suit against
the abuser. A new law requires mandatory restitution to a victim whose image is used by a
defendant convicted of child pornography. The
property owned by a person and used to further
the abduction of a child will be subject to seizure and forfeiture.
An address confidentiality program will be
continued for victims of domestic violence
whereby a designated address, such as a post
office box address, may be substituted for a
physical residence address in court and other
proceedings. New laws were created to assist
victims of human trafficking. Previous legislation was clarified to provide that sexual offenders are prohibited from entering or being present on public or private school property during
school-related or school-sponsored events.
Standards of Learning objectives relating to
dating violence will be taught in the family life
curriculum of schools.
DNA data bank collection has been expanded
to require sampling from those convicted of
sexual battery of a minor victim. The law specifically authorizes the use of GPS tracking for
individuals released on bond or as a condition
of probation, and the defendant may be ordered
to pay the cost of such tracking.
A complete listing with the exact wording of the new legislation is available at legis.
state.va.us. Most of the legislation enacted by
the 2011 General Assembly and signed by the
governor, takes effect July 1.
Anyone having questions about victims’
rights, or about the new legislation may contact the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office
at 804-462-7240; Gwen P. Carneal, victimLocal initiatives
In keeping with the need for expanded rights witness coordinator, at 804-462-5151; or The
of domestic violence and abuse victims, the Haven at 804-333-1099.

Palin seeks
re-election
to board of
supervisors
LANCASTER—Ernest W.
Palin Jr. will run for re-election to the Lancaster County
Board of Supervisors in District 2.
Palin began his first term in
January of 2004.
He has two primary concerns, indicated Palin.They
are additional jobs that pay
good wages, and public
access to the water so inland
families can enjoy the activities that local waters offer,
such as, pier fishing with
one’s children and spouse.
Palin describes himself as
a soft spoken, caring, dedicated, hardworking man of
honesty, humility, integrity
and fairness. He is a “family
man” who is devoted to his
two daughters and his wife,
Myra Palin, a graduate of Virginia Tech and The College of
William & Mary, said Palin.
He has a bachelor’s from
North Carolina A & T State
University and a master’s from
Virginia Tech. He served for
three years in the U. S. Army.
Palin was hired July 1, 1974,
by former superintendent
Alex McDonald Fleet as an
agriculture instructor at Lancaster High School.
In July 1988, he was hired
by Richmond County Public
Schools as an assistant principal.
Palin returned to Lancaster
in 1998 as director of federal
programs. He now serves as
director of federal programs
and assistant principal of
Lancaster Primary School.
He has a post graduate professional license as assistant
superintendent, director of
instruction, secondary principal, middle school principal,
elementary school principal,
general supervisor, secondary supervisor, middle school
supervisor, director of vocational education, visiting
teacher and agriculture education.
Palin quotes the FFA
Moto: “Learning to do, doing
to learn, earning to live, and
living to serve,” adding he
“has learned to do and has
done to learn; now he is,
and has been for a number
of years, earning to live and
living to serve.”

Are you 62 or older and a home owner?
Have a relative or friend who is 62 or older
and owns a home?
Learn the facts, myths and misconceptions about
Reverse Mortgages and if there is a beneﬁt to you.
You will learn the uses for a Reverse Mortgage-you may
be surprised!
Questions will be answered such as:
• Can I stay in my home?
• What can the money be used for?
• May my heirs inherit the property?
• Does it affect Social Security or Medicare?
• Can I receive Income for Life?
• Can I use the money to ﬁx up my home?
• Can I use the money to purchase a home?
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED
FOR THIS FREE SEMINAR.
Please call Dave Farley
at 804-436-3648 for reservations
or email at dvd_frly@yahoo.com
Senior Reverse Mortgage Specialist
If you cannot attend you may receive a
free information packet-just give me a
call.

Urbanna, Virginia

Art on the Half Shell 2011
Saturday, May 14
11th Annual Juried
Fine Art and Fine Crafts Festival
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Rappahannock Avenue
Urbanna,Virginia
Plenty of parking ❖ Free Admission
www.ArtOnTheHalfShellFestival.com
Information 758-4762

Free concert by Sky Run from Richmond
Wine, Beer & Concert tent
on lawn at Lansdowne
BBQ by Something Different
plus Strawberry Street Cafe

The Northern Neck Orchestra
presents

DID YOU KNOW?
May Day, celebrated across
the globe every May 1, has different meanings depending on
where it is being celebrated.
The origin of May Day predates Christianity. At its outset,
May was a celebration of the
Roman Goddess of flowers.
Nowadays, the significance
of May Day varies greatly.
In China, for example, it is a
public holiday celebrated as
Labour Day.
May Day is perhaps most
widely affiliated with a celebration of workers and workers’ rights. Still, some countries celebrate without much
emphasis on workers’ rights.
In England, the celebrations
vary by region and include
such festivities as the Maydayrun, a 55-mile motorbike trip
from London to East Sussex,
and the recent tradition at
the University of Durham in
which students gather at sunrise to enjoy music, dancing
and a barbecue breakfast.
In Ireland, the tradition of
May Day dates back to pagan

times when celebrations symbolized the welcoming of
summer and the banishing of
winter. Modern celebrations
in Ireland are more political in
nature, often associated with
anti-government rallies.
The current French celebration of May dates back to May
1, 1561, when King Charles

IX received a lily of the valley
as a lucky charm. Today, the
French still present loved ones
with lily of the valley.
Perhaps nowhere in the U.S.
is May Day more meaningful
than in Minneapolis, where
the May Day Parade and Pageant remains popular. Metro
News Service

Aquaculture Good News for the Bay,
Bad News for Waterfront Homeowners.
“Aquaculture Thrives, Consequences Loom”
by Cory Nealon – Daily Press April 3, 2011
“VA, MD and the Federal Government are taking steps to
expand aquaculture in the Chesapeake Bay, a move that
could surprise some coastal residents who may not be used
to living next to shellfish farms”.
Chesapeake Bay Journal March 2011
Voice your concerns with VMRC.
www.mrc.state.va.us
Help keep commercial aquaculture business in
Waterfront Commercial Zones and out of Residential
Neighborhoods.
email: ProtectOurHomes@Yahoo.com
Paid for by Citizens for Locust Point

Fea
Brian Thacke turing soloist
rp
Ralph Vaugh erforming
n William
Tuba Conce s
rto

also on the program
Ludwig van Beethoven Symphony No. 4
Richard Rodgers Selections from “The King and I”
Charles-Francois Gounod Ballet Music from “Faust”

Friday, April 29, 7:30 p.m.
Lancaster Middle School Theater, Kilmarnock

Sunday, May 1, 3:00 p.m.
Northumberland High School Theater, Claraville

Adults $20, Students $10
Purchase tickets at Kilmarnock Antique Gallery, Ross’s Rings and
Things, The Book Nook, Material Girl Quilt Shop, River Birch Gifts,
and at the box office on the night of the concert.
For more information visit www.nnorchestra.org.
In association with the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts
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Dinner planning
Spring at ‘The Rivah’
The Rivah Visitor’s Guide returns to newstands
throughout the region this week. The first issue
for 2011 features stories on Stratford Hall and
Civil War history, extensive upcoming event
calendars, and updated lodging, dining, marina
and museum directories. New issues will appear
monthly through October.

Ladies of the Northumberland Family YMCA recently announced the seventh annual dinner/auction will be held
October 8 at Festival Halle in Reedville. Committee members, from left, are (front row) Edith Withers, Shirley
Haynie, Evie Cox and Jennifer Vanlandingham; (next row) Ann Wood, Maryann Wiersma, Lynn Hower, Alice Burgess
and Corinne Anthony. Sloane Kane also is a member. “We are all so excited about the new YMCA facility coming
to Heathsville, and the committee has decided this year’s event will help make sure it is available to all families and
children of our community,” said co-chair Shirley Haynie. “Proceeds will benefit the Guardian Program, the YMCA’s
scholarship fund which allows anyone to participate regardless of income.”

Woman’s club reports successful fashion show

Northumberland Woman’s received a certificate and a
Club members and guests check for a charity of her
gathered April 12 for a lun- choice. She received a standcheon and fashion show ing ovation in recognition of
at Indian Creek Yacht and her many years of volunteerContry Club.
ing.
Proceeds will be used to
Brainard was a leader in
fund an academic scholarship the formation of the Recyto a Northumberland High cling Network of the NorthSchool graduate planning to ern Neck initiative, said
attend Rappahannock Com- Cichowicz. She has helped
munity College.
organize and enlist sponsors
Fashions and narrations for the annual October conwere provided by Peggy Jones, servation H2O Event for
owner of Wildest Dreams in Lancaster and NorthumberBurgess, and Kathy Lukase- land sixth-graders at Camp
wicz, owner of Foxy in Kil- Kekoka.
marnock. All models were
As president of the Chesaclub members.
peake Bay Garden Club, she
Some 31 theme baskets has been a force in the beauand other items were donated tification of the county, she
From left, Rose Schlatter of the Tavern Quilt Guild shows for a successful silent auction said. A great passion of hers
a pillowcase to Northumberland County foster parent to support the scholarship, is the continuing accomprogram coordinator Georgia Sprague.
said publicity chairman Diane plishments of the Northern
Cichowicz. Door prizes were Neck Audubon Society.
awarded.
Brainard and her husband,
The highlight of the after- Ralph, live in Heathsville.
noon was the presentation of
All are welcome at the The 2011 Woman of the Year recipient Audrey Brainard,
the 2011 Woman of the Year Woman’s Club of Northum- left, accepts a certificate of honor and recognition from
Award to Audrey Brainard, berland County. To join, call Northumberland Woman’s Club president Barbara
said Cichowicz. Brainard 580-6052.
Kennedy.
Participating in the Amer- often has nothing but the
For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com
ican Patchwork & Quilt- clothes he’s wearing” said
ing national “One Million vice president Rose SchlatPillowcase
Challenge,” ter. “They have no say so and
Tavern Quilt Guild mem- are given plastic bags to put
bers donated pillowcases as what little they accumulate
gifts for the foster children in. Their brightly colored
of Northumberland County. pillowcase may contain all
The magazine initiated their clothes and treasures
the challenge for all sewers, they have.”
Quilt guilds, church
quilters, grannies in particular, to use bold-colored classes and sewing circles
prints to hopefully brighten have made thousands of pilsomeone’s day in their local lowcases for nursing home
patients, Veterans hospitals,
communities.
“A child taken from an family shelters, and hurriabusive or neglectful home cane and flood victims, she
said. Individuals may also
participate. Information on
how to donate and identify
the needs in the individual
community is available in
The Chesapeake Bay Garden Club has been
most fabric shops.
Free patterns are avail- instrumental in encouraging increased recycling in
able online. Go to a search Northumberland County as a founding member of
the Northern Neck Recycling Network. To further
engine and enter “One Mil- the work of this recycling group, the club, under the
Preservation
Virginia lion Pillowcase Challenge.”
leadership of conservation committee chairman
revolving fund program
The Tavern Quilt Guild Trisha Mrzygold, recently applied for a grant from the
manager Sarah Whiting meets at 10 a.m. the first Piedmont District which includes 62 garden clubs in
Cooleen recently addressed Tuesday of each month in the surrounding areas. During the spring meeting,
the Richard Henry Lee the Transportation Museum district awards and grants committee chairman Bob
Chapter of the Sons of the building in Heathsville.
Henkel (left) presented Mrzygold a $600 check.
American Revolution.
Cooleen described the 27
projects the fund has managed since the organization’s
founding in 1987, reported
Norm Farley. Among their
projects are Bacon’s Castle,
Patrick Henry’s Scotchtown
and Historic Jamestown.
The fund’s objective is to
acquire threatened historic
properties, safeguard them
with preservation easements
to ensure preservation of the
property and then sell the
property to new owners who
will undertake the necessary restoration, said Farley.
Proceeds of the sale are then
put back into the fund to buy
more historic properties.
The Revolving Fund has a
pool of capital of approximately $1.5 million.
The easements “run with
the land” and transfer from
owner to owner, thereby
protecting the building in
JeWelry l All CoinS l SterlinG FlAtWAre l teA SetS l ServinG PieCeS l trAyS
perpetuity, he said. Anything
that is done to the building
must first be approved by
the Virginia Department of
Historic Resources to ensure
that the historic fabric is not
being removed or damaged.
Cooleen described several
Local since 1986 • Licensed • Bonded • Also Available For Private Appointments
projects currently under way
in the program pointing out
that many sites sponsor educational programs to inform
next to Chamber of Commerce and Town Office
the public as to the importance of preserving historic
buildings in Virginia, siad
Farley.

Quilt guild participates
in pillowcase campaign

Speaker outlines
preservation
fund to protect
historic properties

Club supports recycling

Gold & Silver event
Friday, April 29 11 AM- 7 PM
Saturday, April 30 9 AM- 3 PM

We Buy Gold & Silver
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department
494 N. Main Street

757-810-4632

