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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Spring sports show
From the sandlot to the track, high school spring sports are in 
full swing (between rains). Take the field with sports reporter/
photographer Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi at RRecord.com.
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Doris Buffett, founder of 
the Sunshine Lady Foun-
dation, has promised to 

match $400,000 if a like amount 
is raised by the Boys & Girls Club 
of the Northern Neck, according 
to board president Ed Fuehrer.

The funds must be matched 
within six months, or by October 
15, for the club to receive her con-
tribution, said Fuehrer.

“This is a tremendous opportu-
nity for our club and strong recog-
nition of the great work that we are 
doing that such a significant gift 
would come from outside our com-
munity,” said Fuehrer. “It is indeed 
a tribute to all who have labored to 
realize the dream of a Boys & Girls 
Club in the Northern Neck.”

The club will officially launch 
a fund drive to match the gift with 
a student-led ceremony, punch 
and cookies at 4 p.m. Friday, April 
15, at the clubhouse at 517 North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock, he 
said. The public is invited.

Buffett, the sister of billionaire 
investor Warren Buffett, has been 
watching the development of the 
club for nearly two years through 
regular correspondence with 
board member George Van Sant, 
formerly a Fredericksburg resident 
as is Buffett, said Fuehrer.

Last December, Buffett called 
the club at 10 a.m. and said she 
planned to drive to Kilmarnock 
to visit the clubhouse and would 
arrive at 2 p.m., he said. Good 
to her word, she did, and was 
impressed with what she saw. 

After touring the club, inter-
acting with the staff, and, most 
importantly, meeting with the 
children and hearing their stories, 

Miss Buffett said: “I really believe 
in what you are doing, and I am 
deeply impressed with the qual-
ity and commitment of your staff 
as well as the programs you are 
offering. I want to help you help 
these children.”

Her only question was whether 
this community could rise to the 
occasion and match her generous 
gift, said Fuehrer.

Every dollar contributed 
between April 15 and October 15 
will be doubled by Buffett, pro-
vided the full amount of $400,000 
is raised, he said.

The funds will be used to 
significantly improve the club’s 
physical facility, most noticeably 
transforming the old lumber stor-
age building into a mixed use 
education and recreational center, 
said Fuehrer.

This will allow the club to use 
the building year round, expand 
programs and activities, accom-
modate more youth, and have 
a facility that other community 
groups may use, he said. The 
funds also will allow the club to 
add a few part-time staff to sup-
port new activities, smooth out 
cash flow and reduce debt.

“This is truly an amazing 
opportunity for our club, commu-
nity and especially the children, 
but we must do our part by raising 
the $400,000,” said Fuehrer.

To discuss a contribution, call 
executive director Larry Long at 
804-435-9696. Contributions can 
be mailed to the Boys & Girls 
Club of the Northern Neck, P.O. 
Box 564, Kilmarnock, VA 22482. 
All contributions are tax deduct-
ible.

CLARAVILLE—Hollywood 
has come to the Northern Neck to 
shoot a movie in Northumberland 
County. 

Daniel Dunn, the son of Melissa 
and Randy Dunn of Weems, is 
co-producer of “Roadside,” a psy-
chological horror thriller. He con-
vinced his partner, Ace Marrero, 
and their crew to shoot the picture 
in this area. 

“I know the area and it fit our 
story,” said Daniel Dunn. “It is 
realistic to our situation. It can be 
scary. But people are helping us 
out a lot. Everyone has been really 
nice.” 

The movie is about a married 
couple, with the wife pregnant, 
who are held hostage by an unseen 
gunman on the side of a deserted 
road. Dunn said 90% of the film 
takes place by the roadside at 
night. 

Dunn chose Clarksville Road 
in Northumberland County for 
the movie location because it is 
narrow, wooded and sparsely pop-
ulated.

Dunn and Marrero wrote the 
script and are producing the 
$75,000 film which has just a 
handful of actors, including Mar-
rero. Dunn graduated from the 
Los Angeles Film School in 2008 
and his crew is made up largely of 
school friends. This is his second 
“bigger budget film.”

With such a small budget, a lot 
of the production costs are donated 
services, said Dunn. Many of the 
crew do the work for the experi-

LANCASTER—In a case that 
shook the community last fall, a 
teenager pleaded guilty Monday in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court to 
the death of a 5-month-old baby left 
in his care. Brent Phillip Snyder, 
19, was sentenced to a total of 50 
years in prison with all but 16 years 
suspended. 

Snyder was arrested September 
15, 2010, and charged with child 
neglect and murder in the death of 
Landon Selph after the baby was 
left in his care by its mother, Holly 
Selph. Snyder was not related to the 
child but was living with Selph at 
the time.

“Even though Landon was not 
mine, I loved him like he was mine,” 

Snyder told the court. “I’m sorry.”
According to assistant Common-

wealth’s Attorney Julian Harman, a 
doctor at Virginia Commonwealth 
University Medical Center exam-
ined the baby and an autopsy report 
later confirmed the cause of death 
as “shaken baby” syndrome.

“This is an incredibly difficult 
case,” said Harman. “There is a 
5-month-old child who is no longer 
with us.” He acknowledged the 
presence of Selph and other family 
members in the courtroom.

Harman said Snyder was alone 
with Landon and that Selph 
returned from work to find the baby 
comatose. They headed to the hos-
pital but stopped in White Stone 
where a police officer tried to revive 
the baby with CPR, said Harman. 

“Snyder was the only one with the 
child. He made several different 
statements to police, none of which 
would cause such injuries.” 

Defense attorney John Hamilton 
worked out the plea agreement for 
Snyder.  

In announcing sentencing, Cir-
cuit Court Judge Harry T. Talia-
ferro III noted Snyder would not 
be eligible for parole. The judge 
also sentenced him to five years of 
supervised probation after incarcer-
ation; an evaluation, screening and 
program for substance abuse, and 
prohibited any contact with Selph 
or her family.

CORRECTION: In a story last 
week in advance of the trial, Landon 
Selph was erroneously identified as 
Brandon Selph.

KILMARNOCK—The search 
for a new superintendent of 
schools was on the minds of many 
of the citizens who attended Mon-
day’s Lancaster County School 
Board meeting. 

Bill Chapman of White Stone 
asked board members to “engage 
in sharing results of a survey with 
the public.” And as the search nar-
rows, he asked the board to give 
citizens an opportunity to meet 
the final candidates.

Chapman noted the county 
schools are facing many difficul-
ties including the need to build 
a new high school and primary 
school, a process that needs to 
start today for building 7 to 10 
years down the road, he said. 

“You’ve got to get the morale 
situation (of students) turned 
around. Our schools focus on dis-

cipline, but that can’t be the only 
focus...” he said. While he recog-
nized the importance of discipline, 
he said school officials also need 
to recognize and acknowledge the 
positive in students as well. He 
asked the board to hire a superin-
tendent who sets sights high and 
“tell candidates we want to make 
Lancaster schools the best rural 
schools...”

C.D. Hathaway expressed 
the need for consistency at the 
schools. “There is a revolving 
door” in the administration of 
the three schools and another 
rotation is expected this year, he 
said. “Why can’t we keep (school 
administrators) in place?  Our 
neighbors can.” 

Board chair Ella Davis said six 
applications for the superinten-
dent position had been received to 
date. She noted the cutoff date for 
applying is Friday, April 15.

“We will go through the applica-
tions, the VSBA (Virginia School 
Board Association) will check out 
their qualifications,” Davis said.

Superintendent Susan Sciab-
barrasi said the survey was con-
ducted by the VSBA to determine 
what qualifications to advertise.

Member Donald McCann said 
75 citizens completed the survey 
and the results were shared and 
discussed in a public meeting in 
March and reported in the news-
paper. 

“My guess is we’ll get a flurry 
of applications at the end of the 
week” because school leaders 
typically wait until the last minute 
to apply, said McCann. “If we 
don’t get the quality we want, we 
will re-advertise.”

However, he said the board 
would select the superintendent 
and only introduce the public to 
that individual.

The Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck will be calling on the 
community to help reach the top of the ladder.

Foundation extends $400,000
challenge gift to the Boys & 
Girls Club of Northern Neck

Citizens continue to offer
input in selection process
for school superintendent

by Audrey Thomasson

Snyder sentenced in baby’s death
by Audrey Thomasson

Hollywood comes to the Northern Neck

Daniel Dunn oversees the shooting of “Roadside” on Clarksville 
Road in Northumberland County.

by Starke Jett

ence and love of making movies. 
They were hard at work April 

7 setting up a scene in which a 
park ranger would be killed by 
the gunman. Banks of lights illu-
minated a road pulloff and assis-
tants were laying down fake snow. 
Cameraman Carman Spoto, 18, 
was standing by the high defini-
tion camera waiting for the rest 
of the crew to finish setting the 
scene.

Dunn was running around solv-
ing last-minute problems. Some-
one needed ice for a sore neck. 
The special effects man needed 
different flares because the ones 
they had could have been a safety 
hazard. It seemed that each one 

of the crew of 24 came to Dunn 
asking for something.

“That’s what I do,” said Dunn. 
“Everybody comes to me.”

They would be shooting all 
night long, said Dunn. Some of 
the crew had been in the area 
since March 22, and they will be 
shooting every night until the end 
of April, except on Mondays. 

Dunn said he made no money 
on his first film, shot last year. It 
was called “Madison” and had a 
similar budget. 

“It is just something we love 
to do,” said Dunn. ‘It is a whole 
different world out there in L.A. 
The crew is suffering from culture 
shock.”

WHITE STONE—The day is coming 
when some form of tax will be considered 
in White Stone. That was the prediction 
from town manager Pat Frere at last week’s 
town council meeting.

“Someone has to say it, so it might as 
well come from me,” said Frere. 

He reported the town had cut adminis-
trative expenses as much as it could, but 
income continues to decline, especially 
from the bank franchise tax which accounts 
for a portion of the town income.

“We’ve been fortunate with our savings,” 
he said, “but we need to find out from resi-
dents what operations they want and what 
services they don’t want.”

Frere suggested council start thinking 
about a business, professional and occupa-
tion license (BPOL) or meals tax. 

In fiscal year 2010, income was reported 
at about $130,000. For FY 2011 it is 
expected to drop by $10,000 to $120,000. 
Vice mayor David Jones noted if income 
fell short again next year, council would 
need to take the necessary steps.

“It takes money to run the town,” he 
said.  

One plan to raise additional revenue is a 
possible lease arrangement with Bay Tran-
sit to rent a back office at the town hall and 
park buses in the lot. However, because 
the first year’s rent would be consumed by 
improvements to the lot and new HVAC 

Declining revenues could lead to tax collections for White Stone
by Audrey Thomasson

REVENUES, continued on page A2
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Spring Events
Opening Day Farm Fest

April 30th 9:00 am 

Farm to Fork Dinner
May 21st 4:00 pm til Dusk

Reservations Call 761-5952

2011 Hours:
Saturday 10:00 til 2:00  l  Sunday 1:00 til 4:00 

Located 4 miles east of Heathsville, VA on Route 360
N.N.F.M.  PO Box 365  Heathsville, VA 22473

761-5952                            thefarmmuseum.org

OPENING DAY
for Heathsville 
Farmers Market 

Located in the Historic 
Heathsville Square 

4th Annual 
Chesapeake Bay Wine Fest

11 am to 4 pm; tickets $10
Buy Local Virginia Wines and Produce

Come Out and Shop and support 
your local history

      Dogs Welcome on leashes and 
owner responsible for good behavior!

For more Market information 
or tickets call 804-580-3377

Saturday, April 16 • 9 am  – 1 pm

donk’s
TheaTer

IN MATHEWS, VA
Phone (804) 725-7760

VIRGINIA’S  Lil Ole Opry presents:

Lauren Woodrum 
and Family

Saturday • April 16, 2011 • 8 p.m. 
  PLUS  

 All the Opry Regulars 
 Shades of Country 

 Uncle Jimmy Wickham
Adults: $12 • Children under 12: $5

TICKETS: 
Lynne’s Family Restaurant, Mathews 725-9996

The Seabreeze Restaurant, Gwynn’s Island 725-4000
The Mathews County Visitor Center, Mathews 725-4229

Ginny’s Place, Gloucester Point - 642-8780
Marketplace Antiques, White Marsh, Gloucester 694-0544
Coffman’s on the Coast, Hartfield , Middlesex 776-7766

For Information and Reservations 725-7760
Website: www.donkstheater.com

ROUTE 198 at HUDGINS

for the office space, council 
decided it would require a 
three-year lease in order to 
justify expenses.

Vice mayor David Jones 
made a motion to spend 
$7,800 for improvements if 
Bay Transit will sign a three-
year lease at $550 per month 
plus one-third of utilities. The 
motion passed on a 4-0 vote. 
Members Tina Davis, Jennifer 
Hodges and Scott Hudson did 
not attend the meeting.

In other business, Irving 
Brittingham announced an 
arrangement with the Lan-
caster Sheriff’s Department 
to use the town’s fenced tennis 
courts for training of deputy/
K9 teams. He noted the 
county is taking responsibility 
for liability.

Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard 
announced that councilman 
Scott Hudson is leaving the 
area to take a job as Virginia 
Department of Emergency 
Management Region 2 coordi-
nator in Spotsylvania County. 

Also, the mayor said he 
would write a letter to the Clerk 
of the Court for an accounting 
of outstanding fines still owed 

H E AT H S V I L L E —
Northumberland County 
will see “slight changes” 
in voting districts if the 
plan recommended by the 
redistricting committee 
is approved by the board 
of supervisors following 
a public hearing April 28, 
according to county admin-
istrator Kenny Eades.

“There will only be minor 
changes affecting about 500 
people,” said Eades.

The hearing will begin at 
6 p.m. in the General District 
courtroom in Heathsville.

The 2010 U.S. census 
found that three Northum-
berland districts had popu-
lation shifts above the rec-
ommended amount of 5 
percent. District 1 around 

Callao and District 4 around 
Wicomico Church each had 
a nearly 7 percent popula-
tion increase and District 
5 around Reedville had an 
almost 11 percent decrease.

Areas of District 2 
around Heathsville will be 
traded with District 1. Parts 
of District 2 and 4 would be 
shifted to District 5. Parts 
of District 3 around Mt. 
Olive Church and 4 would 
be traded as well.

The goal is to have the 
districts as equal as pos-
sible within a 5 percent plus 
or minus population size 
deviation with an ideal size 
being 2,466 residents, said 
Eades.

Under the proposed plan, 
District 1 would have a total 

population of 2,519, with 
24.30 percent black. District 
2 would have a total popula-
tion 2,507, with 20.02 per-
cent black. District 3 would 
have a total population of 
2,398 with 59.63 percent 
black. District 4 would have 
a total population of 2,463, 
with 11.29 percent black. 
District 5 would have a total 
population of 2,443 with 
12.32 percent black.

Federal law requires 
counties to have at least one 
minority district, which is 
District 3, said Eades.

The board must adopt a 
related ordinance by May 
1. After local approval, the 
plan is sent to the Depart-
ment of Justice for final 
review and acceptance. 

This map 
shows 
Northumberland 
County’s 
proposed voting 
districts. District 
1 is in pink, District 2 
is in olive, District 3 is in 
lemon, District 4 is in azure and 
District 5 is in gold.

Slight adjustments
proposed for 
Northumberland
voting districts

by Starke Jett

Revenues
continued from page A1

the town.
Frere announced a budget 

meeting will be held at 5 p.m. 
April 19 in the town hall.

Council voted to spend up 
to $450 to update the town’s 

computer software programs 
before the current version 
becomes obsolete. The town 
plans to advertise for bids on 
grass-cutting and landscap-
ing.

URBANNA—The Bay 
Aging board of directors last 
Thursday again chose to defy 
Virginia law after conducting 
business in secret. Members 
emerged from a two-hour 
closed session and voted to 
approve personnel matters 
identified only as those “dis-
cussed in closed session.” 

The motion was identical 

Bay Aging directors ignore state law;
claim fiscal issues are being addressed

by Audrey Thomasson to one approved at an emer-
gency meeting on February 
25. Agency president Allyn 
Gemerek and his wife, vice 
president Kay Sheldon, have 
not returned to work since 
that session. The minutes 
from that meeting do not 
include a comment Gemerek 
made after the closed ses-
sion. He told the board that 
his family was in the midst of 
an emergency health issue so 
he didn’t care what action the 
board took against him, or if 
he lost his job.    

Afterward, board chairman 
Jimmie Carter and Bay Aging 
attorney B.H.B. Hubbard 
refused to answer questions 
on the vote or whether they 
expected Gemerek and Shel-
don to return to Bay Aging.

Gemerek did not return 
phone calls by press time on 
Tuesday. 

According to reports issued 
to board members at their 
January meeting, over two-
thirds of Bay Aging’s $15.7 
million annual funding is 
from federal, state and local 
government sources. That 
makes the agency subject to 
public disclosure laws con-
tained in Virginia’s Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA). 
During both board meetings, 
treasurer Bill Reisner made 
the motions to enter closed 
sessions to discuss “person-
nel and personnel-related 
matters.” When the board 
returned to open session 
Reisner’s motion stated: “I 
move that the personnel and 
personnel-related matters dis-
cussed in the closed session 
of the board of directors of 
Bay Aging be approved...” 

According to attorney Alan 
Gernhardt at the FOIA Advi-
sory Council of the General 
Assembly, the motions both 
to enter a closed session and 
to take action in open session 
must be clear as to the sub-
ject and purpose. “A general 
reference is not sufficiently 
satisfactory,” he said. “Was 
that motion deficient? Yes. 
But I would not expect them 
to change until someone sues 
them.” 

Even the board’s own con-
sultant on the law, attorney 
Bob Barry of Kaufman & 
Canoles in Hampton, con-
firmed that the board’s Febru-
ary 25 motion lacked enough 
detail to satisfy the law.
Independent
investigation

In February, Carter indi-
cated there would be an inde-
pendent investigation into 
issues stemming from two 
separate audits of Bay Aging 
conducted by state agencies, 
which led to the emergency 
meeting. While he contin-
ued to maintain the board is 
taking the reports very seri-
ously and wants to protect 
the public trust, Carter con-
firmed recently that plans for 
the independent investiga-
tion were scrapped because 
the agency doesn’t have the 

LOCUST HILL—There 
was a break-in and van-
dalism at the Middlesex 
County sports complex at 
Locust Hill on the night of 
March 18.

“The perpetrators obvi-
ously had one thing in 
mind—that being the 
destruction of public prop-
erty,” said sports complex 
chairman John Fleet.

“We are offering a $1,000 
reward for information lead-
ing to the arrest of those 
responsible,” said Fleet. 
Your information and iden-
tity will be protected.”

Report any knowledge 
of the vandalism to the 
Middlesex County Sheriff’s 
office at 804-758-2779.

funds. 
In an interview in Febru-

ary, however, Gemerek iden-
tified an $800,000 reserve 
account from which he draws 
his bonuses. Gemerek said 
he built up the fund over 33 
years from “private funds” 
which he identified as profits 
from Medicaid and senior-
living apartments.

When questioned about 
using those funds for the 
investigation, Carter said 
there was no reason to con-
duct a separate investigation. 

“We believe that is being 
done by others,” he replied. 
“We will cooperate with any 
other investigations.” 

Carter would not give spe-
cifics as to who else might be 
investigating the agency.
Audit issues addressed

The board’s recent actions 
stem from two state audits 
conducted last year which 
only recently were brought 
to the board’s attention. The 
audits were critical of the 
board for lack of oversight 
of Gemerek’s use of agency 
credit cards and his $231,000 
compensation package, and 
for not meeting its fiduciary 
responsibilities, specifically 
not understanding agency 
financial documents and 
allowing members of Gemer-
ek’s family to co-sign checks. 
An audit of the weatheriza-
tion program found more 
than $88,000 in questionable 
charges to the federal housing 
program.

During the board meeting 
last week, Carter noted almost 
all of the concerns raised in 
the audits have been resolved 
with the exception of the pur-
chase of a $20,000 vehicle 
without proper approval. He 
said all expenses are now 
reviewed by the finance 
committee, personal use of 
agency vehicles no longer 
takes place, a consultant has 
conducted a review of agency 
salaries and compensation 
against industry standards, 
employee policies have been 
updated, and strategic plan-
ning is under way.

For more than 33 years, 
Bay Aging has operated as 
a private, non-profit agency 
offering services for seniors 
and low-income families 
primarily in the 10 counties 
of the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. Carter 
confirmed that in Gemerek’s 
absence, the agency is being 
run by chief operating officer 
Kathy Vesley-Massey.

$1,000 reward 
offered for 
information
on vandalism
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“Come join us–we’re going places”

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Oct. 17, 2011
6 days–5 nights

This tour starts in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
and continues to 

Churchill on the Hudson Bay.
Special tundra buggies take us up 

close to see the bears.
This is truly a special “adventure”.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
A slowing economy has resulted in the disunion of partners of one 

of the largest Oriental Rug Corporations in the DC metropolitan 
area. A magnificent collection of Persian and Oriental rugs has 

been consigned to our company for liquidation preceding

65% to 75% OFF
Entire Inventory

Persian and Oriental Rugs
COME TO THE LIQUIDATION SALE, NAME YOUR PRICE

classifications: Tabriz, Nain, Kirman, silk and wool Kilim, Shiraz, 
Tribal Village and Ciry carpets to be auctioned.

FROM IRAN, PAKISTAN, INDIA, CHINA, TURKEY

Saturday April 16  • 10 am-5pm
American Legion, Kilmarnock • 822 Waverly Ave. Rt. 609 Off Rt. 3
Everything must go regardless of price. All are handmade oriental 
rugs. Thousands to choose from in all sizes 2x3 to 12x18, 12x26 & 

Between, runners from 2.6x8 up to 2.6x26 & Between

We BUY and exchange old rugs! Terms: Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard, 
Discover, American Express

For INFO CALL 301-656-2990
ALL IRANIAN RUGS WERE IMPORTED BEFORE EMBARGO

        is having a

Unique Teak Furniture Event for 3 days only
Thursday, Friday & Saturday, April 14, 15 & 16

Save 33% off any teak furniture purchase
Featuring Aspen Teak (the best of the best)

   Aspen Teak is beautiful, durable & has very unique designs.
   Teak Speak :  ● Did you know teak is a renewable resource 
       ● Teak furniture is 3-4 times more valuable than mahogany
       ● Teak takes 30-40 years to mature

Furniture to inspire outdoor living
Whether you are thinking of a teak lounger, garden benches or a teak dining furniture set for two or 

twelve on your terrace, Aspenteak’s line of teak furniture has it all.  There is simply no substitute.

Limited quantities available
Save 33%  - 3 days only – once it’s gone . . . it’s gone

                                        68 South Main St • Kilmarnock
804-435-8758              10-6 Mon.-Sat. 11-3 Sun

S pecials

S pecials

                  www.burkesjewelers.com 
~ Life’s Short, Love Now ~

86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302. 

Bunches of carats
for your

honey bunny
TRADE IN - TRADE UP, RENEW - REDO 

DIAMOND EVENT

ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY

SPECIALLY PRICED

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against 10 individuals.
Felonies

Kevin H. Brenner, 36, of 
Tammy Lane was charged 
April 5 with probation vio-
lation as ordered by a Nor-
thumberland County court.

Curtis Gene Ashford, 48, 
of Temple Hills, Md., was 
extradited April 7 on charges 
of contractor fraud.
Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock area man, 
62, was charged April 4 with 
public drunkenness. 

A White Chapel Road 
woman, 20, was charged 
April 5 with contempt of 
court.

A Campbell Road man, 
44, was charged April 6 
with making annoying tele-
phone calls.

A Callao man, 26, was 
charged April 6 with two 
counts of violation of a Nor-
thumberland County court 
protective order.  

A Heathsville woman, 20, 
was charged April 6 with 
failure to appear in Rich-
mond County court.

A Level Green Road man, 
19, was charged April 7 
with trespassing on church 
property after dark and with 
destruction of church prop-
erty (based on a burglary 
complaint from a member 
of Queen Esther Baptist 
Church; $100 damages).

A Pond Park Road woman 
was charged April 7 with 
contempt of court.

A Carlson Road woman, 
30, was charged April 7 with 
probation violation.  
Activity Report

April 4:  Staff and the Kil-
marnock Police Department 
(KPD) attempted to locate a 
vehicle involved in shoplift-
ing from a North Main Street 
business. Staff responded to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash 
in the 3600 block of Lara 
Road, to a drunk driving 
complaint in White Stone, 
to a possible burglary in the 
1300 block of Lumberlost 
Road (no criminal incident), 
to a fight call on Buzzards 
Neck Road, and received a 
trespassing complaint from 
the 2600 block of Morat-
tico Road (complainant can-
celled call). 

April 5: Staff responded 
with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a traffic crash 
involving a downed tree on a 
vehicle near River and Nutts-
ville roads, to a vandalism 
complaint in the area of Gill 
Street, to the Department of 
Social Services on a child 
abuse/neglect complaint, 
and to a suspicious persons 
complaint in the 9000 block 
of Courthouse Road (work 
crew). Staff notified the Vir-
ginia Department of Trans-
portation of heavy debris 
causing traffic problems 
on the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
bridge, of a downed tree 
blocking the roadway near 
Scott and Ocran roads, and 
to a downed tree blocking 
Old Salem Road. 

 April 6:   Staff responded 
to a protective order viola-
tion on Lombardy Grove 
Lane, to a trespassing com-
plaint in the 2000 block of 
Morattico Road, with VSP 
to a two-vehicle traffic crash 
at Mary Ball and White 
Chapel roads, and to Black 
Stump Road on a motor-
ist’s complaint of a pedes-
trian exposing himself and 
interfering with traffic. Staff 
notified VDOT to repair a 
speed limit sign on the Cart-
er’s Creek bridge.

April 7:  Staff investi-
gated a suspicious person 
complaint on Paynes Shop 
Road (subject going through 
the woods from his home to 
a relative’s home) and two 
suspicious persons on N. 
Main Street (subjects with 
peddlers’ license making 
door-to-door solicitations). 
Staff responded to a suspi-
cious persons complaint in 
the 3400 block of Irvington 
Road (two males making 
door-to-door sales solicita-
tions), to an annoying tele-
phone calls complaint on 
Merry Point Road (com-
plaint includes international 
credit card fraud), and to 
the area of Mary Ball and 
Alfonso roads on a com-
plaint of a possible armed 
subject. Staff received a 
report of a larceny from a 
vehicle on Shipyard Lane 
(black wallet, cash; $262 
loss) and a walk-in fraud 
complaint (complainant had 

LANCASTER—A judge 
last week found probable 
cause in the case against 
Calvin Alphoneson Tucker 
for the rape of an 89-year-
old woman and break-in at 
her Lively home. The case 
will now move before a 
grand jury on April 22.  

“DNA matched Mr. 
Tucker’s profile,” said 
Lancaster County Gen-
eral District Court Judge 
Gordon Wilkins in certi-
fying the felony charges 
to the grand jury. 

Tucker, 32, of the 1000 
block of Griffins Landing 
Road in Lancaster, was 
arrested near the Lancaster 
Post Office on February 
11, three weeks after the 
January 19 home invasion. 
He also was charged with 
parole violation stemming 
from early release for a 
1998 break-in, assault 
and larceny of a firearm 
in Lancaster, according 
to Larry Traylor, public 
information officer for 
the Virginia Department 
of Corrections. He was 
unemployed at the time of 
his arrest.  

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney C. Jeffers Schmidt 
presented four witnesses 
during the preliminary 
hearing. Testifying against 
Tucker were the victim, 
sheriff ’s investigators 
Ronald Hudson and Joan 
Kent and forensic expert 
witness Kim Wieczorek, 
RN.

Defense attorney Brent 
Jackson did not present 
any witnesses.

Tucker is being held 
without bond in Lancaster 
County jail. If the grand 
jury indicts Tucker, a trial 
will be set in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court.

Tucker case 
is forwarded
to grand jury

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
insufficient information to 
file report).

April 8:  Staff notified 
Middlesex authorities of 
a shots fired into a build-
ing complaint in the Top-
ping area, received a report 
of a larceny from a vehicle 
parked in White Stone 
(grey Porter-Cable router 
and router bits; $650 loss), 
responded to an assault on 
school staff by a student at 
Lancaster High School, and 
responded with KPD to a dis-
orderly conduct complaint 
on Town Centre Drive. Staff 
attempted to locate a 2001 
GMC pickup, gold in color, 
license XLC8152, involved 
in a hit-and-run incident in 
Middlesex County. 

April 9:  Staff responded 
with Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) to a medi-
cal emergency on Arrow-
head Drive. 

April 10:  Staff 
responded to a noise vio-
lation complaint on Johns 
Neck Road, to a shots fired 
complaint in the 2300 block 
of River Road (target shoot-
ing), to a domestic distur-
bance (mother/adult son) on 
Lloyd Lane (complainant 
cancelled call), to an assault 
complaint on Myway Lane 
(intoxicated complainant), 
to a domestic disturbance 
(boyfriend/girlfriend) in the 
600 block of Ocran Road, 
and to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Chownings 
Ferry Road. At the request of 
VSP working a traffic crash 
on I-95, staff contacted a 
local resident to determine 
if the intoxicated subject 
involved in the crash was a 
local resident and whether 
or not the local resident’s 
vehicle had been loaned out 
or stolen. Staff received a 
fraud report from a Fox Den 
Road resident ($5,038 loss; 
under investigation) and a 
burglary report from the 
1400 block of Lumberlost 
Road ($600 damages). 

April 11:  Staff responded 
to a domestic trespass com-
plaint (subjects have a child 
in common) on Clover Lane 
(no contact with complain-
ant) and to a traffic com-
plaint in the White Stone–
Kilmarnock corridor.

Staff also conducted 16 
traffic stops, issued seven 
summonses, assisted seven 
motorists, reported two deer 
strikes, handled four calls 
for traffic control, investi-
gated six building alarms, 
logged one inmate transfer 
and fielded four calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to traffic crashes 
on Lara Road, River and 
Nuttsville roads, Mary Ball 
and White Chapel roads, 
and Mary Ball Road and 
Dogwood Lane.

The Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a power line 
fire on Kamps Mill Road, 
smoke reported on Jarvis 
Point Road, and a traffic 
crash on North Main Street.

The White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department 

assisted EMS on Joyful 
Way.

The Virginia Department 
of Forestry responded to a 
controlled burn on Irving-
ton and Harris roads and to 
a controlled burn on Nutts-
ville Road. 

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles A. 
Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 14 individu-
als.
Felonies

Donald Lee Michalak, 19, 
of Heathsville was charged 
April 1 with a Circuit Court 
probation violation.

Daniel Lewis Stokes, 24, 
of Reedville was charged 
April 5 with solicitation of a 
lewd act to a minor.

Kevin H. Brenner, 35, of 
White Stone was charged 
April 5 with a Circuit Court 
probation violation.

Albert Leroy Canter, 26, 
of Callao was charged with 
two counts of violating a 
protective order by entering 
the home of the protected 
person while the protected 
person was present.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 
46, was charged with three 
counts each of owning unli-
censed dogs and failure to 
have animals inoculated for 
rabies.

A Kilmarnock man, 50, 
was charged with assault 
and battery of a family 
member.

A Tappahannock woman, 
39, was charged on an Essex 
County warrant with failure 
to appear in the General 
District Court.

A Heathsville man, 36, 
was charged with a count 
of using the ringing of a 
phone with intent to annoy 
or harass.

A Burgess man, 27, was 
charged with failure to 
appear in the General Dis-
trict Court.

A Heathsville man, 55, 
was charged with destruc-
tion of property and viola-
tion of a protective order.

A Reedville man, 18, was 
charged with driving while 
intoxicated, possession of 
an open container, imped-
ing traffic and possession of 
alcohol under the age of 21.

A Heathsville woman, 25, 
was charged with driving 
while intoxicated and reck-
less driving

A Heathsville man, 42, 
was charged with assault 
and battery of a family 
member.

A Heathsville woman, 40, 
was charged with assault and 
battery of a family member.

n Ship reunion
USS COLUMBUS 

CA-74/CG-12/SSN-762 
will hold a reunion Septem-
ber 21 through September 
24 at the Sheraton National 
Hotel in Arlington. Contact 
Allen R. Hope, president, 
3828 Hobson Road, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46815-4505, 
260-486-2221, or 
Hope4391@frontier.com.

NEWS BREAK
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The Circus is Coming to Richmond

Register to win a FREE 6-pack of PASSES*! 
The Circus will visit the Richmond Coliseum April 20-24. 

Visit the businesses below to register - each location will draw a winner April 16!
*Passes must be redeemed at the Box Office for the best available seat at the time.

KIDS’
TICKETS
$1000!

Restrictions and additional
fees may apply.

Ringling.com

Café
Open for Lunch 11-3
Monday-Saturday

At the foot of the bridge, White Stone

www.willabys.com                       435-0000

                         Find us on 

$

DAVIS 
Auto Sales, Inc., Kilmarnock, VA

(804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Oil Change Special
$29.95

Up to 5 qts of API oil and filter, top off fluids. Synthetic oil slightly higher. 

Clip & Save & bring in

Free Tire Rotation
Prices good thru 4/30/2011

Cooling Special

$34.95
Includes check hoses, belts, new antifreeze. Some SUV’s and trucks slightly higher

Prices good thru 4/30/2011

24 hour wrecker roll-back service. We service all makes & models

Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive 
with two NAPA AutoCare 
Service Center Locations

Burgess - 804-453-4444
Kilmarnock - 804-435-0911

Call now to schedule your service work
Join the Dunn-Rite Family

of Satisfied Customers.

I RV I N G T O N — T h e 
Irvington Town Council 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. tonight 
(April 14) in the town hall on 
Steamboat Road.

The agenda includes a 
progress report on the cleanup 
at Irvington Marina, consid-
eration of a private fireworks 
display on the town com-
mons in June, setting a date 
for a public meeting on the 
Thomas property on Chesa-
peake Drive, and a report on 
the Triangle Trolley by Kil-
marnock assistant town man-
ager Susan Cockrell.

H E AT H S V I L L E —
The Northumberland 
board of supervisors 
will meet at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 14, in the Gen-
eral District courtroom 
at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

The board will hear 
reports from Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion residency administra-
tor David Brown, school 
superintendent Clint Sta-
bles and county adminis-
trator Kenny Eades. The 
board will consider hiring 
a consultant for the Bluff 
Point planned unit devel-
opment, said Eades.

Public hearings set for 7 
p.m. include: 

• a proposed zoning ordi-

nance amendment regard-
ing the clustering of homes 
in agriculture, residential 
and recreational residen-
tial zones. The amendment 
would remove the phrase, 
“Each building shall contain 
no more than eight dwelling 
units.” According to county 
land use officials, that pro-
vision is in conflict with 
regulations for multi-family 
structures.

• a request from Marie 
Johnson to replace an 
existing dwelling within 
the 50-foot resource pro-
tection buffer at 69 Con-
nies Lane on the Chesa-
peake Bay.

• a request from Mark 
Fletcher for a private stor-
age building to serve as a 

primary structure on prop-
erty near Horsehead.

• a request from Philip 
J. Haynie II for a private 
storage building to serve 
as the primary struc-
ture on property near the 
intersection of Greenfield 
Road and Northumberland 
Highway.

• a request from Fleeton 
DD Inc. owner Jim Dise 
to amend the conditions 
placed on the Waterman’s 
Cove cluster development 
near Tabitha. The request 
is specifically to remove 
a condition stating: “All 
construction and plant-
ings must be completed no 
later than five years from 
the approval date by the 
board of supervisors.” The 

KILMARNOCK—The 
Kilmarnock Town Coun-
cil will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, April 18, in the 
town hall.

A public hearing will be 
held to consider a request 
by Charles Edward Dixon 
Jr. to rezone a parcel at 132 
Irvington Road from R-1, 
low density residential, to 
C-1, general commercial.

The Agenda
Local Government News

approval date was June 8, 
2006.

The board also will 
consider a request from 
Rebecca Worley to allow 
an existing addition within 
the 50-foot resource pro-
tection buffer at 1476 
Shore Lane on the Poto-
mac River.

The property is in the 
Steptoe’s District. The town 
planning commission rec-
ommends the rezoning be 
approved.

The Internal Revenue Ser-
vice seeks civic-minded vol-
unteers to serve on the Tax-
payer Advocacy Panel (TAP), 
a federal advisory committee 
that listens to taxpayers, iden-
tifies key issues and makes 
recommendations for improv-
ing IRS service.

To be a member of the 
panel, one must be a U.S. citi-
zen, current with federal tax 
obligations, willing to commit 
300 to 500 hours during the 
year and able to pass an FBI 
criminal background check.

Applications will be 
accepted through April 29. 
Applications are available 
at  improveirs.org, or call 
1-888-912-1227.

IRS seeks 
volunteers
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You

Boys & Girls Club of 
the Northern Neck

Instilling confidence, respect and 
a love of learning since 2008.

©2011 Chesapeake Bank         Equal Housing Lender   Member FDIC

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181  www.chesbank.com

it’s all about community.

At a time when more than 30 percent of U.S. students don’t graduate from high 
school, the Boys & Girls Club is stepping up to the plate. In the Northern Neck, 
the Club has instituted a mandatory Power Hour where the first hour of Club 
activities is devoted strictly to homework with tutors available. The result? Well, 
the 33 club members who made the honor role were treated to a special bowling 
party. To make sure this type of success is available to all kids, the BGCNN offers 
scholarships and other financial assistance to youth who need them. Chesapeake 
Bank would like to encourage you to join them in helping to fund success stories 
at the BGCNN. For the complete story, log on to chesbank.com/bgcnn.

To make a donation or learn about volunteer opportunities, visit www.bgcnn.com or call 804-435-9696.

This year,33
BGCNN members 

made the academic 
honor role at their 

schools. That’s a 

15% 
increase over 2010.

11-CB-722_BGC_GirlTeen_4-4.indd   1 4/4/11   5:56 PM

BOAT SHOW
Saturday, April 30th • 9am to 5pm

2545 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway, Burgess

PRICE REDUCED TO SELL
1991 43 Ft. Wellcraft Express $69,000

Plus Many More!
Visit our Website for More 

Details and a Complete List 
of Boats Available for Sale
www.tiffanyyachtsinc.com

(804) 453-3464

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

Doors open at 6p.m. • Play starts 7p.m.
Waverly Ave., Kilmarnock

1/2 mile past fairgrounds on the right.
Come out and support your veterans!

American Legion

BRING THIS AD AND SAVE A $BUCK

Win up to $1000!
*amount to be determined by number of players

RICHMOND—During 
its reconvened session last 
Wednesday, the General 
Assembly upheld 66 of Gov. 
Bob McDonnell’s amend-
ments to current legislation.

The reconvened session is 
a one-day meeting to consider 
vetoes, changes to legislation 
and budget amendments made 
by the governor.

The Assembly also upheld 
three of Gov. McDonnell’s 
vetoes and denied one.
Public broadcasting

By a 27-13 vote, the Senate 
overturned Gov. McDonnell’s 
proposal to eliminate state 
funding for public broadcast-
ing over the next two years.

The decision doesn’t alter 
the 10% cut in funding for 
public broadcasting approved 
by the General Assembly 
during its regular session in 
February.

The governor’s offi ce indi-
cated his plan would save tax-
payers $4.2 million.

The House upheld McDon-
nell’s budget amendment to 
phase out state funding for 
public broadcasting. How-
ever, the amendment dies if 
one chamber rejects it, as the 
Senate did.
Abortion rights

The Assembly also voted on 
an amendment to block insur-
ance coverage for abortion, 
except in cases of rape, incest 
or life-threatening health con-
cerns.

The Republican-controlled 
House easily passed McDon-
nell’s abortion-restricting 
measure on a 61-36 vote. But 
the issue was the subject of 
heated debate in the Senate, 
where Democrats hold a slim 
majority.

Two Democratic senators 
voted with the Republican 
minority in favor of the restric-
tion. The result was a tie vote 
that was broken by Republican 
Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling, allowing 
the restriction to pass.

Bolling also cast a tie-break-
ing vote in favor of McDon-
nell’s amendment to allocate 
$380,000 for an abstinence 
education fund.
Environmental fi nes

The General Assembly 
upheld two vetoes concerning 
the environment.

One bill would have 
allowed the Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Qual-

General Assembly reconvenes; upholds three vetoes, denies one
by Fletcher Babb
Capital News Service

ity to impose civil penalties 
of up to $30,000. The other 
would have authorized the 
State Water Control Board to 
impose a civil penalty of up 
to $1,000 on people who fail 
to report certain water with-
drawal information.

Since the General Assem-
bly sustained the governor’s 
vetoes, both bills are dead.
Autism insurance

Both houses approved four 
of the fi ve amendments that 
McDonnell made to a bill 
requiring governments and 
large employers to include 
autism services in their 
employee health insurance 
plans.

Legislators upheld McDon-
nell’s proposals to create a 
licensing board for autism 
therapists and to require prior 
authorization for services.

Lawmakers rejected 
McDonnell’s amendment that 
would have gutted the entire 
law if part is “invalidated by 
state or federal law or a court 
of competent jurisdiction”

For more than a decade, 
parents of autistic children 
in Virginia pushed for a state 
law requiring insurers to cover 
autism services.

The legislation will require 
health insurers to pay for a set 
of therapies, known as applied 
behavior analysis, for children 
age 2 to 6 with autism.

The new law will apply to 
businesses with more than 50 
employees; it also will cover 
public employees. The statute 
won’t apply to individual or 
small group insurance poli-
cies. Under the law, annual 
benefi ts will be limited at 
$35,000.
Physical education

The Senate upheld McDon-
nell’s veto of a bill that would 

have required 150 minutes of 
physical education in elemen-
tary and middle schools.

The measure was criticized 
as an unfunded burden on 
local school systems.

In a letter to the governor, 
several educators and school 
board associations wrote that 
“Many elementary schools 
throughout the Common-
wealth do not have gymnasi-

ums or other facilities suffi -
cient to meet the requirements 
of this bill.”
U.Va. renovations

Both the House and Senate 
voted to give the University of 
Virginia almost $2.7 million 
in state bond funds to repair 
its landmark Rotunda. The 
House voted 98-1 in favor 
of the measure. The Senate 
voted 40-1.
Medical malpractice

Both chambers shot down 
McDonnell’s veto of a bill to 
raise the amount that can be 
awarded in medical malprac-
tice lawsuits. The bill will 
raise the existing $2 million 
cap by $50,000 a year – until 
it reaches $3 million in the 
year 2031.

To overturn the gover-
nor’s veto, both houses must 
achieve a majority of two-
thirds.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—
The Internal Revenue Service 
reminds taxpayers they have 
four days or less to meet the 
Monday, April 18, fi ling dead-
line.

Numerous economic recov-
ery tax credits are still avail-
able, according to IRS fi eld 
media representative Jim 
Dupree. For some credits, 
such as the Making Work Pay 
Credit, individuals must claim 
the $400 ($800 for married 
couples) in order to receive 
it. (Use Schedule to calcu-
late your Making Work Pay 
credit.)

Usually, 20 to 25% of all 
taxpayers fi le in the fi nal two 
weeks of the tax season. And, 
usually, about 7% of taxpayers 
seek a six-month extension to 
fi le, said Dupree.

Taxpayers have an extra 
weekend to fi le this year 
because of a District of Colum-
bia holiday, he said. The dead-
line for 2011 is Monday, April 
18, instead of April 15.

Those who cannot meet 
the April 18 deadline are 
reminded to fi le an extension, 
Form 4868, Application for 
Automatic Extension of Time 
to File U.S. Individual Income 
Tax Return. All taxpayers can 
use Free File to submit a Form 
4868 for an automatic six-
month extension. And, Free 
File will be available through 
the October 17 extension 
deadline for late fi lers.

• The six-month extension 
is to fi le a return only; it is not 
an extension to pay taxes due. 
Those who are unable to pay 
their taxes, are reminded to fi le 
a tax return anyway to lessen 
the penalties and to pay all that 
they can. Then work with the 
IRS to set up a payment plan, 
or go to IRS.gov and use the 
Online Payment Agreement 
Application.

Taxpayers 
are reminded
of the Monday 
fi ling deadline
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Over the past quarter of a century few 
people here in the Northern Neck 

can claim to have achieved the level of 
service to our community that each day 
has characterized the various activities of 
Marie and Jim Stone. Today is a propi-
tious time to recognize their efforts, for it 
was on this day six decades ago that they 
committed matrimony. 

Originally from Richmond, Marie and 
Jim met when he was a patient in the hos-
pital where she was a nurse. Jim likes to 
relate that she came along, called out his 
name, and upon his answering, said, “Mr. 
Stone, follow me.” He adds that he has 
been doing that for the past 60 years.

As a young man, Jim worked in the 
funeral trade in Richmond, and became a 
licensed funeral director, an area to which 
he has returned in retirement, helping out 
locally in the funeral business. He went 
on to pursue a career in the small arms 
arena, where he spent the major part of his 
working years. He astonishes everyone he 
meets with his encyclopedic knowledge 
of all aspects of firearms, and willingly 
shares his wealth of information and his 
library with others trying to identify a par-

ticular gun.
After raising their children, Beverly and 

Jim Jr., in Connecticut they retired to the 
suburbs of Remo to be near their friend, 
Celeste Reynolds, whose late husband 
had been Jim’s professional colleague. 
They built a new home next to hers, and 
after her death, they renovated her vintage 
farmhouse, which is now their guest cot-
tage. Jim was particularly interested in 
researching the old Whaley Railway on 
the property, and obtained the necessary 
permits from Northumberland County to 
rebuild it, a project he has not yet com-
pleted, but in the process has documented 

an important kernel of local history that 
otherwise might have been lost.

Marie has devoted much of her time 
to establishing one of the finest rose gar-
dens in the Northern Neck. At one point 
she was keeping several rabbits in a large 
hutch to have fertilizer for the roses. In 
short, she is a very serious gardener, and, 
not to be trite, but her herb garden is spec-
tacular. Some years Jim has planted a large 
crop of sweet corn, which he has shared 
most generously with neighbors. Perhaps 
to maintain truth in journalism, I should 
divulge that our family has been among 
the beneficiaries.

The broader scope of beneficiaries of 
Marie and Jim’s endeavors encompasses 
a wide range of charities, including many 
personal cases known but to God. Marie 
was one of the founders of the Wicomico 
Episcopal Church Thrift Shop in the 
church’s former rectory, an enterprise 
now called Discoveries, where she and 
her fellow volunteers have raised many 
dollars that they have plowed back into 
charities and individuals in need. Often 
Jim has been the vehicle for delivering 
clothing and furniture to people who have 

lost everything in fires, always seeing his 
prodigious labors in those causes as being 
only what any Christian should and would 
do. Our family refers to the Stones as 
“Saint Marie” and “Saint Jim.”

Fifteen months after my good wife and I 
followed the Stones into matrimony as we 
were expecting the arrival of the first B.E., 
we knew the date would be close to Jim’s 
birthday, and when my Beloved told me to 
take her to the hospital the night before, 
one of my thoughts was that the new 
arrival would be sharing a birthday with 
Jim. May his life be as good and worthy as 
Jim’s in every other respect as well.

Marie and Jim have made a life together 
of serving the needs of others, and found 
their reward in knowing that they have ful-
filled the biblical mandates to the best of 
their ability. With respect to Marie’s direc-
tive, “Mr. Stone, follow me,” I do not know 
which of them made the decision to move 
to the Northern Neck, but it was a crossing 
in life that has had wonderful results not 
only for them, but for many others whose 
lives are better for having been the recipi-
ents of their charity.

“Ad multos annos!”, Marie and Jim.

Marie and Jim have made 
a life together of serving the 
needs of others, and found 
their reward in knowing 
that they have fulfilled the 
biblical mandates to the 
best of their ability.

Focal Point

Spring is in bloom in St. Mary’s Whitechapel cemetery.

Photo by Margaret Quinn

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and 
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, sub-
ject line Focal Point. 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Last Monday, I returned 
from a five-day trip to 

the Middle East, with visits 
to Pakistan and Afghani-
stan. There, I visited U.S. 
troops and engaged with 
regional leaders on civil, 
political, and military mat-
ters and explored oppor-
tunities to strengthen 
partnerships with the two 
countries. I was joined 
by other members of the 
House Armed Services 
Committee.

We share common inter-
ests with both countries in 
combating terrorism and 
furthering economic devel-
opment. We also recognize 
the need to work towards 
lasting peace in the region 
that ultimately benefits the 
entire world.

In  Pakistan, we met 
with Chief of Army Staff 
General Kayani, Pakistani 
President Asif Ali Zardari, 
and local Parliamentar-
ians. As they work to bring 
peace and stability to their 
country, these leaders have 
firsthand experience with 
the violence that extrem-
ism has brought to  Paki-
stan. President Zardari 
lost his wife at the hands 
of terrorists in their coun-
try. We communicated our 
respect for their commit-
ment to fighting extrem-
ism and urged them to be 
more aggressive in taking 
on those who seek to desta-
bilize the region.

In Afghanistan, we met 
with local and national 

leaders and a number of 
our U.S. Regional Com-
mands. We also received 
an in-depth briefing from 
Gen. David Petraeus, Com-
mander of International 
Security Assistance Force 
and U.S. Forces Afghani-
stan. He focused on the 
specific transition plans 
among U.S. forces, the 
Afghan local and national 
police, and the Afghan 
Army.

I last visited Afghanistan 
in November, and since 
that trip there has been 
progress.  If it weren’t for 
a sandstorm in Kandahar, 
we would have been able 
to visit areas that were 
until recently under Tali-
ban control. Even though 
conditions on the ground 
are improving, many chal-
lenges remain to ensure 
that current progress is not 
lost.

I was grateful for the 
opportunity to meet with 
many service members 
from Virginia. I was left 
with an even greater admi-
ration for their service and 
sacrifice to our country; 
their morale remains so 
high, and their dedication 
to the mission is unwaver-
ing. We cannot thank our 
servicemembers and vet-
erans enough for what they 
do for the cause of freedom 
for this country and around 
the globe.

This week, we also heard 
more stories from workers 
at Arlington National Cem-

etery, adding to the already-
disturbing stories we have 
heard due to mismanage-
ment. As the Chairman of 
the House Armed Services 
Oversight and Investiga-
tions Subcommittee, I 
announced that a hearing 
has been scheduled in mid-
April on this very issue.

When this was first 
brought to my attention last 
year, I was appalled, and 
talked to the Army about 
my concerns. With these 
new reports, I am not con-
vinced that they are doing 
everything they can to right 
these wrongs.

We do not know the full 
extent of these troubles and 
must get to the bottom of 
the situation. The continu-
ous stream of unconsciona-
ble mistakes and cover-ups 
simply will not stand. This 
blatant lack of respect for 
our fallen American heroes 
and their families flies in 
the face of this country’s 
commitment of uncondi-
tional reverence and honor 
for  those who have fought 
and died for our freedom.

I plan to address these 
issues during the upcom-
ing hearing and I will not 
be satisfied until we have 
restored full faith and 
confidence in Arlington 
operations. Nothing less 
than absolute resolution of 
existing problems and full 
accountability for all of 
those involved in the prob-
lems and mismanagement 
will be acceptable.

YOUR LETTERS

Paul Ryan, House Budget 
Committee Chairman, pro-
poses more than $4 trillion 
in cuts over the next decade. 
Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security will be the 
prime focus of the cuts, but 
no details are available yet.

That’s good because there 
are three simple facts which 
can no longer be ignored in 
any such reforms:

The U.S. pays more than 
twice as much per person 
on health care as any other 
developed country, and this 
gap is growing.

The people of 23 of these 
developed nations have 
longer life expectancy than 
we do (so much for death 
panels).

Our Social Security ben-
efits per person are already 
abnormally low by interna-
tional standards.

As every other developed 
country covers all citizens’ 
health care for less than half 
of our costs per person, and 
most extend users’ average 
life span, Congress thus has 
plenty of superior models to 
study, and can emulate the 
best of them.

Cost-effective reform on 
this basis should, by defi-
nition, halve our present 
health care costs. That’s a 
big enough saving to reduce 
our deficit far more rapidly 

Consider 
cuts carefully

than now proposed and 
boost our lagging Social 
Security benefits  nicely into 
the bargain.

Contrast this with the 
Congressional Budget 
Office analysts’ own projec-
tion that Paul Ryan’s pro-
posal would not put us in 
surplus until 2040.

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

I am a senior at Lancaster 
High School and for the past 
three years have attended 
the Chesapeake Bay Gov-
ernor’s School for Marine 
and Environmental Science. 
Here, I have studied both the 
anthropogenic  and natural 
causes of “global warming,” 
so I offer a bit of my wisdom 
to settle a dispute that has 
come across this paper.

The Earth has indeed 
gone through natural warm-
ing and cooling phases 
consistently throughout 
time. Many scientists claim 
this is due to the Milanko-
vitch Cycles, involving the 
inconsistency of Earth’s tilt, 
wobble and orbit. Besides 
relatively minor changes, 
i.e. the ‘Medieval Warming 
Period,’ Earth’s climate has 
seen no major shifts since 
the end of the last major Ice 
Age.

Many believe the warming 
period we find ourselves in 
now is only part of the shift 
from a cool phase to a warm 
phase; however, most sci-
entists are questioning how 
fast this shift is moving.

This is why Anthropo-
genic Global Warming is 
such a hot issue. Many 
respected and now un-
respected scientists believe 
that humans are causing the 
“speed up” in temperature 
change by adding excess 
amounts of not just carbon 
dioxide but chlorofluoro 
carbons (CFCs), methane, 
nitrogen and sulfur oxides, 
and numerous other heat-
trapping, Green House 
Gases to the atmosphere. 
These gases surround the 
Earth like a blanket, absorb-
ing sunlight and heat in a 
process known as the Green 
House Effect.

These gases have also 
been proven to cause sig-
nificant damage to the 
ozone layer, which protects 
humans from harmful UV 
radiation. Even if you don’t 
want to accept the science 
behind the Green House 
Effect, you can accept the 
fact that the ozone is being 
depleted, the sea-level is 
rising, and glaciers are melt-
ing very quickly.

The disputed issue should 
not be over who or what is 
causing global warming, but 
what can we do to protect 
our Earth and the millions 
of species that inhabit it.

Emma Hollowell,
Lancaster

Clearing things up

Something occurred to 
me that I already knew. The 
leadership of our country 
needs to be the leaders they 
were elected to be. 

This is a wake-up 
announcement to all. It 
starts at home. Our local 
government is just as bad.

Pay attention folks to 
what your elected offi-
cials are doing. Their deci-
sions should reflect your 
vote. Seventy-five random 
people should not deter-
mine the way your county 
is run.

You should attend all 
county meetings. Yes, I 
am annoyed at the silly 
way things are done. Often 
times our leadership does 
not stand up or speak up 
to the real causes and don’t 
seem interested in promot-
ing jobs.

Without jobs there are no 
taxes. No taxes, no services 
like law enforcement, fire 
department, rescue squads 
and schools. Taxing your 
property is not the answer.

Some people on fixed 
incomes are being taxed 
out of their homes. Speak 
up now before it is too late. 
Preserve the economic 
structure in the Northern 
Neck.

The Northern Neck is 
resource rich. We have a 
heritage of surviving the 
worst of times through 
determination and per-
sistence. We do not need 
persecution by taxing us to 
death.

It is yours to keep if you 
speak up NOW. Call your 
supervisor, come to the 
next meeting. The next 
Northumberland County 
meeting is at 7 p.m. tonight, 
April 14, at the courts 
building in Heathsvile. For 
other counties, check the 
newspaper for the meeting 
time and location.

It is time to get involved 
in all aspects of the govern-
ing boards of your county. 
Economic development 
commissions, planning 
commissions and boards 
of supervisors are making 
decisions that affect you.

Recently I had a supervi-
sor tell me, “if they cannot 
afford the taxes, move 
on!” Is this you? Are you 
a lifelong resident of the 
Northern Neck being told 
to leave?

Ron Herring,
Heathsville

Jobs, jobs, jobs

The picture of the old Kil-
marnock School recently 
published in the Rappahan-
nock Record brought back 
memories for me.

I was a graduate of the 
Class of 1940 from that 
school. We had excellent 

Yes, I remember!

teachers, namely Lucy 
Waring, Helen Carter, 
Brainard Edmonds and 
Henri Chase, principal and 
teacher.

Graduation exercises took 
place in the Fairfax Movie 
Theatre, then located on 
Main Street.

We were proud and happy 
students that day, looking 
out at our parents. I have 
donated a photo album to 
the Kilmarnock Museum of 
pictures taken that year of 
students, teachers, baseball 
team, that we were so proud 
of. If anyone is interested, 
step into the museum and 
take a look.

Jessie Englar,
Kilmarnock

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
We may be local, but we 

ain’t dumb.
I don’t know about you, 

but all this local news is 
getting to me.

I’m not talking about 
the content. This is a com-
munity publication. So 
naturally the focus is going 
to be about the local com-
munity, local people, local 
places, local events, local 
economy, local schools, 
local weather, local neigh-
borhoods, local counties, 
local rivers, local churches, 
local crime and local sales.

Local readers will under-
stand. Relatively speaking, 
everything is local. It’s all 
pretty much local, locally 
speaking, redundant even.

Here’s an example. 
Notice the dateline.

KILMARNOCK—At 
about 5 p.m., local time, 
a local man, left a local 
office, and followed a local 
sidewalk to his car parked 
in a local parking lot.

He took a local street 
downtown, stopped at a 
local gas station, used the 
drive-up window at a local 
bank, dropped by the local 
market to buy some local 
produce and decided to stop 
by a local bar because he 
had some time to kill before 
picking up his son at the 
local high school where the 
local team was practicing 
for a local game.

Let’s end our local tale 
here. The man probably 
had a drink or two at the 
local hangout, picked up his 
son, and they made it home 
safe and sound. We didn’t 
hear any differently on the 
local radio, he didn’t show 
up in the local jail, and 
there was no local report 
of a local accident or local 
tragedy, leading to a local 
emergency call, a visit to 
the local emergency room 
at the local hospital, a local 
death, or a local obituary.

Returning to the dateline, 
Kilmarnock is a local town. 
So it goes to reason most 
everything about a locality 
will be local. If it’s not, it 
might be worth mentioning.

For example, if an alien 
picked up a kid at the 
school, we could have a 
kidnapping, or even an 
extraterrestrial abduction.

We have options. In place 
of local, you can sometimes 
use area, region, neighbor-
hood, hometown, town or  
county.

Please avoid grass roots. 
It’s like state-of-the-art, 
cutting-edge and latest 
technology. They tend to 
have very little shelf-life 
and are soon to be obsolete, 
over-used, misstated and 
misunderstood to the point 
of meaningless in conversa-
tion,  locally speaking of 
course.  

In most cases, we don’t 
need a local qualifier.

But what do I know? I’m 
just a local editor at a local 
newspaper.
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(Reprints from the April 14, 1911 issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

A Trip To Irvington
The editor of the Democrat made a hurried trip to Irving-

ton on business last Friday, returning on Saturday’s steamer.   
The trip was a very pleasant one.   Irvington is prettily situ-
ated on Carter’s Creek in Lancaster County, overlooking 
the broad expanse of the Rappahannock, gradually widen-
ing near the mouth, and dotted here and there with sail and 
steam craft of every description. The people are prosperous, 
happy and hospitable, for Irvington is a healthful place, the 
lands are well cultivated and productive, while fi sh, oys-
ters, crabs, and other delicacies of this kind are as the sands 
upon the seashore, in-numerable. Capt. “Will” Messick is 
the Water King; he owns almost everything in the shape of 
a barque-from the smallest to the largest fi sh steamer.  But 
there are others not  far behind him in this respect.   They 
do say that my host, Mitchell, of the Irvington Beach Hotel, 
is just the man for that haven of rest.

There is truly a fellow feeling among we editors, that 
makes us wondrous kind. Maybe it is because we cannot 
always please the public, and we all get our knock. Prob-
ably it was just such a feeling as this that led us to look up 
Brother McD. Lee of the Virginia Citizen. And right here 
it may be said that if any one of the fraternity wishes to get 
a-head of him, he will have to get up and hustle. Brother 
Lee greeted us warmly and heartily, piloted us over to his 
offi ce, and made us feel very much at home by introducing 
us to his large corps of assistants from which we formed a 
very neat idea of the amount of work  being carried on there 
by him. As Commissioner of Fisheries, as Secretary of the 
Northern Neck Fire Mutual Fire Association, as editor of 
a newspaper, (that is enough), as Notary Public, and what 
not, he is a very busy man.

But this is by no means all. Aided and abetted by his 

genial friend and companion, Dr. W. J. Newbill. Mr. Lee is 
now devoting his remarkable energy to town improvements. 
So stupendous seemed the work now being accomplished 
that we asked him whether it was private enterprise, or 
being done through municipal appropriation and direction. 
It was the former.   Superintended by a Norfolk architect, 
aided by about 30 men, Mr. Lee has succeeded in “jacking 
up” the Opera House, a two-story building 30x70 feet, and 
removed it from near the Academy grounds to the other 
end of the town, and immediately across the street from the 
Citizen offi ce a distance a little short of a mile. The lower 
fl oor is used by Mr. Lee for his presses. This work has taken 
more than a month and is far from completed in laying the 
foundation for the new site, in getting the building in place 
and so on. In addition to this a large force of men are occu-
pied in grading  the rugged bank into a natural slope down 
to the water’s edge, and removing the debris, which will 
add wonderfully to the picturesqueness and general attrac-
tiveness of the town. Mr. Lee is also arranging for a library 
and reading room for the people of this town.

(Tidewater Democrat, Tappahannock)

Upper Lancaster
C. E. Barrack’s new milliner has arrived and opened a 

store at Alfonso Monday.  We welcome her in our midst.
We are sorry to report that Miss Jane Hines of “Levelf-

ield”, near Lancaster, is very sick at this writing.
Miss Eliza Pierce has returned to her home near Nutts-

ville from Richmond where she went to have her eyes 
treated.

Messrs. James Jesse and W. J. Haynie have each had 
‘phones put in their homes the past week.   Messrs. Lowery 
and Delano put them in.

Miss Blanche Lewis of Rehoboth spent the “week end” 
recently with her school mate, Miss Virgie E. Haynie, at 
Alfonso.

Mrs. F. A. Pinkard, who spent the winter with her daugh-
ter, Mrs. P. M. Gresham of Lancaster, returned to her home 
at Rehoboth Saturday, accompanied by her daughter and 
grandson, Mrs. Wilmer Joyner and little son, Pinkard.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and Library)

NOTICE
There will be a meeting for all property 
and homeowners on Greenvale Creek 

on Saturday, April 16
at the Ruritan Pavilion

in Lively at 2:00 pm.

* Watermen also encouraged to attend *

For more information call:
462-7712  or  435-5855

                   www.burkesjewelers.com

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302. 
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Extended Spring hours starting April 28th:
 Thurs-Sun, Lunch & Dinner!

Heathsville Farmers Market
this Saturday, 9am

Join us for a very special

11am - 3pm

Easter Sunday
Brunch !

Celebration of Life
Dr. David Buell Nichols

Please join family & friends on

Saturday, May 7, 2011 • 2 p.m.
Hummel Airport Hangar • 140 Campbell Drive • Topping

To RSVP or for  more information please email
celebratedrcopter@gmail.com

or call weekdays (804) 436-0953

Greenpoint Nursery
Route 3 • Lively • 462-0220

Celebrating 20 years
of serving the
Northern Neck

and Middle Peninsula.

• Knowledgeable

• Honesty • Integrity

Bill, Bonnie, Ann & Cyndi

Although I never attended 
the  old Kilmarnock High 
School, as depicted in last 
week’s Record, I have spe-
cial memories of it.

There was a baseball 
game going on in front of 
the school one day, and 
my sister, Frances, and I 
decided to walk up there and 
watch it.

We were about 6 and 4 
at the time and lived two 
houses down.  A deep drain-
age ditch ran beside the 
school and we thought it 
would be fun to see how 
deep it really was and we 
were bending over with long 
sticks. Well, I fell in!

Henri Chase, the princi-
pal, who was  coaching the 
ball team, saw what hap-
pened and came running.  
He scooped me up in his 
arms and ran to our house 
and I remember  him laying 
me on the kitchen sink and 
my mother washing my 
hair. 

After the school closed for 
good, Virginia Freight Lines 
did use the school, but I also 
remember at some point, the 
local feed store stored bales 
of hay in the auditorium.  
Frances and I, Rebecca Lou 
and Catherine Dixon, Mary 
Frances Harvey and Lila 
Rebecca Davis would play 
on them, jumping from one 
to the other.

One day Sammy Ven-
able and I think Tommy and 
Sammy Hughes and Bobby 
Crowther came and we were 
scared and hid in the hay 
bales.

Dixie Moorman Wood,
Kilmarnock

Photo brings
back memories

YESTERYEAR

YOUR 
LETTERS

From the late 1800s through the 1930s, 
it was the steamboats that linked small 
isolated towns and farms to relatives, 
friends and the city. There were no high-
ways, no bridges, no railroads.

Richmond, which today is a mere hour-
trip, then took two to three days. The 
Chesapeake Bay was the “water highway” 
for steamboats cruising from Baltimore to 
Norfolk.

Baltimore was an overnight trip, making 
Baltimore the city of choice. Not only did 
one travel to the city to shop, to enjoy a 
cultural event, but also, to save a life.

It is here that our story begins: It was in 
the 1930s, being a young and exuberant 
fi ve-year-old, young Billy decided to be 
the helpful son.

Swinging an adult-size axe proved to be 
a bit more than a young man could handle 
and he ended up hitting himself in the 
stomach.

The local doctor was ill equipped to 
help the lad so the miserable young Billy 
and his mother boarded the steamer to 
Baltimore.

Although the promise of a good surgeon 
in a city hospital proved hopeful, the trip 
was miserable. The weather had deterio-
rated, the wind and waves rose.

“It was rough as the Dickens,” related 
Billy. “I was really suffering.”

So, in a small stateroom with noth-
ing but an upper and lower bunk, Billy’s 
mother held him close in a cramped 
shared bunk, to try and ease the pain.

The young Billy is our local Billy 
Rowe, who has lived a long and fruitful 
life, due to the swiftness of the Chesa-
peake Bay steamers and a good hospital in 
Baltimore

(Terri Thaxton serves as executive 
director of the Steamboat Era Museum in 
Irvington. The granddaughter of a steam-
boat captain, Anne McClintock is the 
museum historian.)

Steamboat Stories
by Terri Thaxton and Anne McClintock

The Lancaster County 
Republican Committee will 
hold its monthly meeting at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 19, at 
the Chesapeake Bank Train-
ing Center at 51 School 
Street in Kilmarnock.

On the agenda is a discus-
sion of the options for nomi-
nation methods for Republi-
can candidates for county 
offi ces, said member Carol 
Dawson.

Dr. Henry Lane Hull 
of Wicomico Church will 
speak on a “Historical 
Survey of Islam.” Dr. Hull 
has a PhD. from Georgetown 
University and was a profes-
sor of history at the Univer-
sity of Alabama, Huntsville, 
from 1971 to 1986.  He is 
the author of 22 articles in 
the “Modern Encyclopedia 
of Russian and Soviet His-
tory.”

He served on the Nor-

Meet Joey, Baxter, 
Bootsie, Ziggy, 

Wilbert & others!

They’ve been

PETS 
OF THE WEEK
on RRecord.com

Who’s YOUR buddy?

Do you remember?
A bird’s-eye view of Kilmarnock in 1939 shows sparsely developed neighborhoods. This 
photograph by Nolan Air Photos for Dementi Studio was provided to the Kilmarnock 
Museum by the Brainard Edmonds estate. “Do you remember?” is a public service of 
the museum.

Dr. Henry Lane Hull to address
Islam for Lancaster Republicans

thumberland board of 
supervisors from 1992 to 
1995, and was the Repub-
lican nominee for House 
of Delegates in 1995 and 
1999.

In the absence of chair-
man Joan Blackstone, vice 
chairman Robert Cun-
ningham will convene the 
meeting, said Dawson. The 
public is invited.

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RRecord.com

Tuesdays  a t  noon
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LANCASTER—Common-
wealth’s Attorney C. Jeffers “Jeff ” 
Schmidt Jr. recently announced 
his candidacy for re-election in the 
November 8 election. Schmidt has 
been the Lancaster County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney since 1984. 

“I am thankful to the voters of 
Lancaster County for electing me,” 
said Schmidt, “and I would like 
to have the opportunity to serve 
as Commonwealth’s Attorney for 
another four years. I humbly ask all 
of the citizens of Lancaster County 
who are interested in the continu-
ance of an effective criminal jus-
tice system in our county, led by an 
experienced  prosecutor, to assist 
in my campaign and vote for me 
in November. Together we can help 
keep Lancaster County a safe and 
secure place for ourselves and our 
children.” 

Schmidt has served as the full-
time Commonwealth’s Attorney of 
Lancaster County since 1999. Prior 
to that, he served as part-time Com-
monwealth’s Attorney from 1984 
to 1999, and he engaged in crimi-
nal and civil trial practice in the 
Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula 
and Richmond area from 1974 to 
1999. Schmidt was county attorney 
for Lancaster County from 1984 to 
1997.

He also has served as highway 
condemnation counsel for the Office 
of Attorney General since 1994. He 

was Trustee in Bankruptcy, 1976 
to 1984, and from 1972 to 1974 he 
was law clerk to the Chief Justice of 
the Virginia Supreme Court.

Schmidt graduated from the T. 
C. Williams School of Law of the 
University of Richmond in 1972 
and served as an editor on the Law 
Review. He graduated with a stand-
ing of fourth in his class. Among 
his other academic awards he 
received the highest grades in his 
school in criminal procedure, torts, 
local government law and conflicts 
of laws. Schmidt was admitted to 
the bars of Virginia in 1972, U.S. 
District Court in 1972, U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in 

1974, and United States Supreme 
Court in 1977.

Schmidt is a graduate of the 
University of Virginia where he 
received the duPont Regional 
Scholarship. He was on the soccer 
team and a cheerleader. He gradu-
ated from Woodberry Forest School 
where he was first in his class in 
1961. Schmidt is also a graduate 
of the Realtor’s Institute and was 
formerly a real estate salesman 
and appraiser in Richmond and the 
Northern Neck. He served in the 
United States Coast Guard from 
1968 to ‘74.

In 2010, Schmidt tried 2,735 
cases in the General District Court 
and 253 cases in the Circuit Court, 
including 152 felonies and 101 
misdemeanor appeals. This com-
pares to 2,750 cases in General 
District Court in 1998 and 2,489 
in 1990; and 233 felony cases and 
118 misdemeanor appeals in Cir-
cuit Court in 1998, and 193 felony 
cases in Circuit Court in 1990. He 
also has represented the county in 
hundreds of criminal appeals in 
the Virginia Court of Appeals and 
Supreme Court of Virginia and is 
co-counsel to the Multi-Jurisdiction 
Grand Jury.

Due to the work load of the 
courts, the state in 2006 first cre-
ated the position of Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney in Lancaster 
County. Schmidt and his assistant, 

J.W. “Buff ” Harman Jr., together in 
2010 handled 210 adult and juvenile 
cases in the Juvenile and Domes-
tic Relations District Court. They 
maintain a victim-witness program 
along with Gwen P. Carneal to pro-
vide advice and assistance to wit-
nesses and to intervene on behalf 
of victims in obtaining restitution 
and protection and have established 
a Sexual Assault Response Team 
to respond to domestic violence 
victims.  Lynn B. Moubray, office 
paralegal, maintains all the crimi-
nal dockets and scheduling and 
coordinates all communications of 
the office with law-enforcement 
agencies, courts and witnesses. 
They also are supported by Louise 
Humphreys as part-time secretary 
and receptionist. 

In addition to his 39 years of 
experience as trial lawyer and Com-
monwealth’s Attorney, Schmidt is 
currently serving on the boards of 
directors of numerous nonprofit 
organizations, including Mary Ball 
Washington Museum & Library 
(president 2007 to 2010), Virginia 
Opera (statewide and Richmond 
regional boards) and Crusaders 
Social & Political Club. He was 
a founder of the county’s Neigh-
borhood Watch and Crime Solver 
organizations and is a past presi-
dent of the Lancaster County Lions 
Club. He served on the board of 
directors of the Boys and Girls 

Club and is currently cast in the 
play, “Love Letters,” to benefit the 
Boys and Girls Club in a produc-
tion this summer and The Haven in 
a production this fall. 

He is a past member of the board 
of directors of George Washing-
ton’s Birthplace Association and 
the Lancaster County Historical 
Society. He is a life member of 
the Foundation for Historic Christ 
Church. Schmidt is a supporter of 
the Animal Welfare League, Ches-
apeake Bay Foundation and Ducks 
Unlimited. He is a frequent speaker 
to neighborhood, church and civic 
groups and contributor of news-
paper articles on issues of public 
concern. 

Schmidt is the son of the late 
Carlton and Mary Anne Schmidt of 
Kilmarnock. He and his wife, Sallie, 
have three children, Lollie, 34, and 
Jeff, 32, who work in Raleigh and 
Richmond, and Eliza Carr, 9, who 
is in fourth grade.  The Schmidts 
are members of Grace Episcopal 
Church and reside in Irvington. 

Schmidt said he has gained the 
reputation of being tough on crime 
but fair to all participants in the 
criminal justice process.

The Schmidt For Common-
wealth’s Attorney campaign can be 
contacted, and contributions can be 
mailed to, P.O. Box 204, Lancaster, 
VA 22503,  462-5400, or cjeffers@
lancova.com.

1st Annual Lancaster County 
Court Day Festival

LIVELY 
DRUG STORE

462-5644

All types of Insurance
462-5770

HUDSON-BLUNT
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

PPING FORESE T
ANTIQUES

Founded 1953

Superb Collection of 17th, 18th, & 
19th Century 

Furniture, Art, Silver, 
Porcelains, Folk Art, and 
Really Cool Decorative 

Accessories
Located Main Street

Lively, Virginia
804.462.7960• 804.436.3783

eppingforest@rivnet.net

LancasterTavern.com
Call for reservations 

462-0080

Open for Court Day!
Brunswick stew

& cornbread special!
Full menu 

also available

Preserving area history in the heart of Lancaster

Melrose Plantation, circa 1840.  
Home of  Rev. Wayland F. Dunaway, 

Capt. CSA & POW
Thomas A. Pinckard, Capt. CSA

Lynhams, circa. 1678.  
Home of  US Congressman William 
Ball.  Struck by Yankee Cannonballs.

Owned by Catherine Bennett
DAR & UDC

Melrose Plantation Real Estate, LLC.  
Lancaster, Virginia  

www.MelrosePlantation.com  
804-435-0321

Concert & Coaching 
on the Oval at Stratford Hall 

May 8, 2011
Help preserve Stratford Hall’s vital place in history

Advance tickets available at StratfordHall.org
804.493.8083

Traditional Trades Fair
Stratford Hall

Westmoreland County
May 21, 2011  • 10 am-5 pm

stratfordfall.org 
or 804-493-8083 x1039 for info

www.rappahannockhangups.com

Custom Framing • Fine Arts • Gifts

Rappahannock Hang Ups

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2
74A S Main St., Kilmarnock

(804) 435-6669

Family-Friendly History, Shopping and 
Fun on the Historic Lancaster 

Courthouse Green

FREE ADMISSION!
Arts, Crafts, Food and more 

Tours of the Old Jail, Court Room & Clerks 
Offi ce, Museum Exhibits, Living History 
Demonstrations, Hands-On Educational 

Activities, Community Information Booths, Musical Performances, 
Including Civil War Songs Concert at 3:00

More information: 804-462-7280 • www.mbwm.org

Sponsored by 
� e Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library

Saturday, April 16, 2011 • 9 am - 4 pm

Local history exhibits
Historic Buildings
8346 Mary Ball Rd

Genealogy library
Gi�  Shop & Book store

www.mbwm.org

DEHNERT, CLARKE 
& CO., P.C.

Certifi ed Public Accountants

309 Steamboat Road
Irvington, Virginia 22480

804.438.5656

Paul Sciacchitano, AAMS®

Senior Vice President - Investment Offi cer

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
95 North Main Street• Kilmarnock, VA

804.435.1636• 800.289.9040
Fax: 804.435.2474

paul.sciacchitano@wellsfargoadvisors.com

ROCKY NECK—Authorities say a fox 
that recently attacked a dog and a truck in 
the Granville Bay subdivision in Lancaster 
County may have been rabid.

Animal control officer James Abbott said 
the fox has not been seen since the attacks, 
but they are keeping watch just in case it 
returns.

“When they are in the last most aggres-
sive stages of the disease, they usually go 
off and die,” said Abbott. “That’s what we 
are hoping. But everyone with a firearm in 
the neighborhood is watching just in case. 
It’s like looking for a needle in a haystack. 
I live down that way.”

Early on Monday the grey fox attacked 
a truck belonging to Bill Harville after he 
had tried to run it over because it was acting 
strangely. Harville reported that it bit at his 

tires.
Later that same day, Mrs. Carol Gross 

was gardening in her yard with Sugar-
bear, her Yorkie/Chihuaha mix dog, when 
she heard him “squealing.” He ran up on 
her deck with the fox biting his tail, said 
Gross. 

“I tried to shoosh him away with a shovel 
I had and he cornered me,” said Gross. “So 
I cracked him across the head and he took 
off. I was screaming for dear life. The good 
Lord must have been looking out for me. 
This thing has scared the whole neighbor-
hood.” 

Gross said her dog was quarantined at 
the animal control shelter until Thursday, 
April 14. He was up to date on his rabies 
shots, but they gave him a booster shot as 
a precaution.

Residents in the area are warned to be 
aware, said Abbott.

Carnival Camaro arrives
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department recently took possession of the grand 
prize for the 76th annual Fireman’s Festival. From left, Ken Houtz of Ken Houtz 
Chevrolet-Buick presents the keys to this 2011 Camaro convertible to KVFD fireman 
Bob Barrack. The car is on display in front of the firehouse on School Street. Tickets are 
$10 each and available now at Noblett Appliance and Propane, Lester’s Barbershop, 
Yours Truly Photography, Lazy Days Pools and Spas and any KVFD fireman.

Fox attacking dog, nipping
at tires, may have been rabid

by Starke Jett

Schmidt to seek re-election as Commonwealth’s Attorney

C. Jeffers “Jeff” Schmidt Jr.


