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Shiffletts face drug
treatments, community
service, no jail time;
judge keeps case
‘under advisement’
by Audrey Thomasson

Return to the sandlot
Some 70 Lancaster County Little Leaguers on Saturday morning participated in a three-hour training
camp with Lancaster High School softball and baseball players at Dreamfields near Kilmarnock. Above,
LHS softball player Cassie Haydon teaches minor softball players how to bunt. The high school players
and coaches offered skills training in hitting, running and throwing.The camp, which included lunch and
a t-shirt, was sponsored by Wells Fargo and Chesapeake Bank.The Lancaster Little League opening day
ceremony is April 16. Go to RRecord.com to view a related slideshow. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Northumberland school board
sends $15.5 million budget
proposal to county supervisors
by Starke Jett
LOTTSBURG—By a 3-1 vote, the Northumberland school board on March 28 approved a proposed
$15,549,249 school budget for 2011-12, including a
5.25% raise for teachers.
Board chairman Lee Scripture, vice chairperson
Myrtle Phillips and member Susan Smith supported
the budget. Citing a poor economy, Dean Sumner voted
against the motion. Tamara Hall was absent.
Sumner advocated a smaller 2% raise, which would
save county residents about $300,000 on the projected
budget shortfall of over $1 million, due primarily to lower
state funding. The bigger raise will cost over $500,000.
“I’m for a small raise, not the whole big raise,” said
Sumner. “I think that within the next ten years we will be
in good shape to get our teachers back to the top pay in
the area, but not now.”
“We have had nothing for four years,” said Northumberland County Education Association (NCEA) copresident Jamie Sabia. “It’s not a big raise.”
“The whole economy is suffering,” responded Sumner.
“People around here are suffering. I own a business and

I have not had a raise in years either. If the money is not
there, you can’t pay for it.”
“Why cut it before you present it to the board of supervisors?” asked former NCEA president Jan Bates. “If
you don’t ask, you will never get it. It would show the
staff that we are worth it.”
Sumner’s motion for a budget with a 2% raise failed to
get a second and was withdrawn.
Phillips made the motion to accept the budget as presented by superintendent Clint Stables. Smith seconded
her motion.
“We are educating the future workforce for the county,”
said Phillips. “I’m going to stick my neck out.”
Sabia and Bates expressed their gratitude to the board
for the budget clearing its first hurdle. The school budget
now goes to the board of supervisors for consideration.
Supervisors will hold a public hearing on it at a special
meeting in late April, according to county administrator
Kenny Eades.
He has indicated that a property tax rate increase
could be necessary to cover the school budget shortfall.
A penny increase in the rate brings in $300,000 in additional revenue.

Spring snow
Old Man Winter took a parting jab at the Northern Neck Sunday morning, leaving a dusting
of snow on the daffodils, including these two in White Stone. By mid-afternoon the snow was
mostly gone. Photo by Shannon Dawson

Downtown beautification plan spans seasons
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—There’s more
to spring cleaning in Kilmarnock
than whisking away dirt and debris
along curbs with the town’s new
street sweeper.
A citizens committee is launching Keep Kilmarnock Beautiful
to address damage around curbs,
mulch flower beds and add year-
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round color along Main Street.
At last week’s town council meeting, the committee was authorized to
proceed with a request for proposals
to cover materials for the first three
phases of a five-phase project.
According to assistant town manager Susan Cockrell, plans for 2011
include refreshing the traffic islands
and flower beds on Main Street
using shrubs and colorful perenni-
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als and annuals. Potted plants will
be added “to fill in...and create a
visual barrier for several pedestriansensitive areas” such as crosswalks
and corner planting beds.
Through a “subscription” program, merchants will be able to
purchase matching containers to
place in front of their shops, she
reported.
DOWNTOWN, continued on page A2
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LANCASTER—Circuit Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III on
Monday deferred a decision in the case against Matthew Shifflett for
felony manufacture of marijuana for distribution.
In a replay of his action at the January 21 trial, Judge Taliaferro again
announced he was taking the case under advisement.
Caroline Shifflett pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of firsttime possession. Both walked out of the courtroom without jail time.
The Shiffletts were arrested in June 2010, after police discovered a
growing operation of some 80 marijuana plants in the basement of their
home on Black Stump Road. The couple was charged with one count
each of felony manufacture of
marijuana for use by others.
In rendering judgement on Car- It is the duty of a judge
oline Shifflett, Judge Taliaferro to be fair and impardeclared she was a “heavy user”
with a “severe addiction” to the tial...and I make every
drug. He pointed to trial testimony effort to be color-blind
in which she admitted to smoking
marijuana daily for the past 20 in what I do. I have
years. The judge sentenced her to pride in the judicial
periodic drug screening, assuming
financial responsibility for a drug system of Virginia...
treatment and education program,
there is not a double
maintaining her present employment in her husband’s chiropractic standard.”
business, and 24 hours of commu— Circuit Court Judge
nity service.
Harry T. Taliaferro III
While suspending her driver’s
license for six months, the judge
acknowledged her pregnancy and allowed her driving privileges for any
issues pertaining to her condition.
Judge Taliaferro mentioned several times that the evidence on the
felony charge against Matthew Shifflett was sufficient for conviction.
He said that while the defendant demonstrated “a palliative purpose
in growing marijuana,” there is no Virginia law authorizing its use for
medicinal purposes, therefore, there was “no excuse or justification.”
He noted their plants yielded nearly two pounds of marijuana with the
highest content of THC (the main active chemical in marijuana). “I find
that to be pretty misguided,” he said.
Defense attorney Frank Burke claimed this was a unique situation
because the Shiffletts have no criminal history and had no intent to distribute. Also, he said they served the community through volunteer work.
“One way or another, all cases are unique,” Judge Taliaferro replied.
Burke objected to testimony by two NAACP chapter leaders, James
Long and Lloyd Hill. But the judge cut him off, explaining they were
not witnesses. “Anyone can come
in here and express an opinion
or write a letter to the court...or “The Commonwealth
editor of the newspaper,” Judge did all it could to see
Taliaferro explained.
Neither Long or Hill testified. that fair and equal
However, Commonwealth’s Attor- treatment was applied.”
ney C. Jeffers Schmidt Jr. summed
—C. Jeffers Schmidt Jr.,
up letters citing NAACP concerns
of “disparaged results based on
Commonwealth’s
race or economic conditions. EviAttorney
dence in these matters cry out for
fair and equal justice,” he read.
Burke called witnesses to testify on the character of his clients,
including Clifford R. Schelling, Dr. Kevin McGrath, Edwina Lewis,
and Dr. William McConnehey who monitors Shifflett in a substance
abuse program.
After taking a break to consider the new testimony, Judge Taliaferro
returned and spoke in a voice that was barely audible to a courtroom
packed with Shifflett supporters.
The judge opened his statement with an oration on his interest in history, noting this year is the 150th anniversary of the Civil War and how
that war leveled the playing field for blacks and whites.
“I took an oath to uphold the constitution...,” he said. “It is the duty
of a judge to be fair and impartial...and I make every effort to be colorblind in what I do. I have pride in the judicial system of Virginia...there
is not a double standard,” he stated.
“Rarely has a court heard or read testimony as favorable to community involvement” as the Shiffletts’, he said, referring to numerous
letters he’d received on their behalf. “He’s helped many people, but that
does not absolve him.”
Without rendering a judge- “These are clearly good
ment of guilt or innocence, Judge
Taliaferro declared he was taking people with no crimiadvantage of state statutes that nal record and well
give him authority to take cases
under advisement if there is suf- supported in the comficient evidence to find the defen- munity. The judge was
dant guilty. He ordered Matthew
Shifflett to continue in a physi- complimentary of the
cian-monitored substance abuse
prosecution and of the
program, report monthly progress,
maintain complete abstinence Shiffletts’ honesty.”
from alcohol and marijuana use,
—Frank Burke,
continue his practice and spend
Defense
Attorney
100 hours in community service.
He set a date of September 26 at
11 a.m. for Matthew and Caroline Shifflett to report back to court.
The Virginia Supreme Court reaffirmed that “a court has the inherent
authority to take the matter under advisement or to continue the case
for disposition at a later date,” allowing a judge to delay a ruling or
imposing a sentence for months or even a year or more. Judges can then
dismiss the case if the defendant remains trouble-free. The dismissal is
typically used for young, first-time defendants, often in drug possession
cases.
According to Schmidt, the judge can review the case again on September 26. “The Commonwealth did all it could to see that fair and
equal treatment was applied,” he said.
Burke said the decision was “ultimately” what he wanted. “These are
clearly good people with no criminal record and well supported in the
community. The judge was complimentary of the prosecution and of
the Shiffletts’ honesty.”
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THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Rites of spring
Lancaster High School baseball and softball players led a training camp for Lancaster Little Leaguers Saturday at Dreamfields.
Catch the slideshow at RRecord.com.
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Downtown

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The
Lancaster High School
2010-11 boys varsity basketball team will be honored at the board of supervisors meeting tonight (March
31). The meeting begins at
7 p.m. in the board room at
the courthouse.
Led by coach Tim Rice,
the Red Devils advanced
to the Group A, Division 2
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Final Four in post-season
play. Along the way, the Red
Devils scored the first Virginia High School League
state basketball tournament
victory in school history
with a win over Dan River
in the quarterfinal round.
Despite a 67-61 overtime
loss in the state semifinals
to eventual Group A, Division 2 champion Radford,
the Red Devils celebrated a
successful 21-5 campaign,
one of the best seasons in
school history.
Lancaster finished as
the Northern Neck District
regular season and tournament runners-up. After
losing three times this year
to Essex, Lancaster beat
the Trojans, 59-47, on their
home court in Tappahannock
in the region semifinals to
secure a second state berth in
three years. The Red Devils
went on to beat Middlesex,
59-43, to capture the Region
A, Division 2 title.
In other business, a public
hearing will be held on a
proposed ordinance authorizing a joint Emergency
Ambulance Service Revenue Recovery Board serving the counties of Lancaster, Essex, Richmond
and Westmoreland and run
by the Northern Neck Planning District Commission
(NNPDC). The entity would
provide oversight and management in bill collections
and follow-up for ambulance services.
Hearings also will be
held on an application from
Charles L. and Brenda R.
Elbourn to place an 80-foot
communications antenna on
a 1.085-acre parcel at 4300
Windmill Point Road and
an application from Roy S.
Farmer and Betty F. Henderson to enlarge an existing residential structure on
a 1.480-acre lot at 356 Little
Oyster Lane near Windmill
Point.

continued from page A1

Museum wins competition funds
The Northern Neck Farm Museum recently received a $2,500 contribution from the
Monsanto Fund. From left are Northern Neck Farm Museum directors John Jenkins,
Chip Jones, fund representative Rose Bradshaw, Aubrey Mitchell, Luther and Margaret
Welch, Lee Sanders,Wayne Carey and Mitchell Jett.The check was from the America’s
Farmers Grow Communities competition that Margaret Welch entered for the
museum. Photo by Starke Jett

Kilmarnock shows growth
according to 2010 U.S. Census
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—According to data released in the
2010 U.S. Census, Kilmarnock was the only incorporated town in Lancaster to
show growth.
The town population
increased in the past 10 years
by 243 residents, a 19% jump.
In 2000, Kilmarnock registered a population of 1,244.
According to figures released
for the 2010 census, the figure
has grown to 1,487.
While Virginia’s overall population increased by
900,000 to 8 million, 30
localities experienced a drop
in population. Most are in
rural communities.
Over the past 10 years,
the population of Lancaster
County decreased by 176 or
1.5%, going from 11,567 in

Governor vetoes ‘unfunded mandate’

K.C. Troise
extension 19, mail@RRecord.com

Marilyn Bryant

RICHMOND—Gov. Bob
McDonnell last week vetoed
Senate Bill 966 that would
require school districts to
provide 150 minutes of
physical education per week
for all students in elementary and middle school by
the year 2014.
“In my Inaugural Address
I stated very clearly that
Washington does not always
know better than Richmond,
and, equally, that Richmond
does not always know better
than Fairfax or Galax. I have
long opposed significant
unfunded mandates passed
from one level of government to another. Thus, I
cannot in good conscience
sign this legislation,” said
Gov. McDonnell.
“While the objective
of this legislation is laudable, the proposed means
of accomplishment is prob-
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State lawmakers return to
the State Capitol at noon
Monday, April 4, for a special
session on redistricting. Also
next week, the 2011 General
Assembly session reconvenes
at noon Wednesday, April
6, to consider Gov. Bob
McDonnell’s amendments
to current legislation and
vetoes.

lematic. Education officials
advised me that this measure would cost them tens
of millions of dollar,” said
Gov. McDonnell.
“In addition, this man-
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On the ball

dated time for physical Author Rebecca Tebbs Nunn entertained some 30 book
fans with stories behind The Magnolia Trilogy, a fiction
education would exceed the series on the “Magnolia Ball.” Nunn’s presentation in the
time dedicated to any other Lancaster Community Library’s recent week-long series
subject in our public school of book events was the most popular, said library director
system, and potentially cut Lindsy Gardner. Nunn also signed copies of The Magnolia
into crucial time in the class- Ball III. No matter where she promotes the books, people
room needed for instruction claim they are sure the characters are based on people
in math, science, history and in their town, said Nunn. From left are Donna Smith, Bob
reading,” he said. “Our local Walker, Gardner, Spike Nunn and Nunn. Photo by Audrey
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12.3%, going from 543 in
2000 to 476 in 2010.
The University of Virginia
website, coopercenter.org/
demographics, shows a map
of population changes over
the decade with tables of
locality-specific data.
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2000 to 11,391 in 2010.
Irvington registered the
largest loss in residents at 241
or 35.8%, going from 673 in
2000 to 432 in 2010.
White Stone’s population declined by six citizens
or 1.7%, going from 358 in
2000 to 352 in 2010.
Northumberland County’s
population increased by 71
or 0.6%, going from 12,259
in 2000 to 12,330 in 2010.
There are no incorporated
towns in that county.
Neighboring
Middlesex County also experienced growth in population,
increasing by 1,022 residents
or 10.3%. The population
went from 9,932 in 2000 to
10,959 in 2010.
However, the population
of the county’s only incorporated town, Urbanna,
declined by 67 citizens or

The committee discussed
existing problems that are
outside the scope of their
efforts. Issues included “high
run-over areas” where drivers are running over planting
beds and damaging curbs.
They suggested locating
planting beds further from
street corners. Other suggestions include the use of yearround white lights on trees,
signage, bags for dog droppings and public art displays
such as murals.
Cockrell noted estimates
fall within the existing budget
for street projects.
Information for bidding
the project can be obtained
at kilmarnockva.com/community or from Cockrell at
435-1552, ext. 25.
Bids will be reviewed in
early April with installation
planned for May and June.
Subscription orders will be
taken through June each year.
Next year, plans call for the
addition of hanging baskets
filled with seasonal annuals.
The baskets would hang from
some lamp posts May to October, alternating with banners.
Crockrell said a watering plan
would be established.
Also, a shade canopy of
appropriate, hardy trees
would be added near the
curbs to provide energy efficiency to buildings and create
a park-like setting.

Capt. Arthur C.
‘Bill’ Johnson Jr.

Pilot navigates
SAR meeting
The Richard Henry Lee
Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution on
March 21 held their first luncheon meeting of 2011 at
Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury Retirement Village.
The principal speaker, Capt.
Arthur C. “Bill” Johnson Jr.,
presented “Piloting in Virginia
Waters,” which included historical and current information
on piloting based on his more
than 40 years of experience
as a pilot, reported member
Norm Farley.
A fully licensed Master and
Pilot since 1952, Capt. Johnson piloted more than 10,000
ships before retiring to Northumberland County in 1988.
He has lived at RW-C since
2003.
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Vaughan is sentenced
in Baltimore rape cases

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this week reported misdemeanor charges against
seven individuals.
A Wharton Grove Lane
man was charged March
21 with allowing a dangerous/vicious dog to roam at
large.
A Highland Springs
woman, 32, was charged
March 22 with contempt of
court.
A Taylors Creek Road
man, 19, was charged
March 22 with a probation
violation.
A Gloucester woman,
20, was charged March 23
with fraudulently receiving
goods/services.
A Harris Road man, 25,
was charged March 23 with
contempt of court.
A Morattico Road girl,
13, was charged March 26
with contempt of court.
An Irvington man, 48,
was charged March 27
with assault and battery.

Activity report

March 21:
Staff
received a walk-in embezzlement report ($30,000
loss, case under investigation). Staff responded to a
noise violation complaint
on Clover Lane, to a disturbance call on First Street
involving the disconnection of electrical service
and investigated a suspicious persons complaint on
Ocran Road.
March 22: Staff investigated a suspicious person
complaint
on
Hatton
Avenue (resident out for
a walk), responded to a
domestic disturbance and
larceny complaint (boyfriend/girlfriend) in the
18500 block of Mary Ball
Road, to a possible missing person complaint in
the 1100 block of Carlson
Road (no missing person),
and to a domestic disturbance (boyfriend/girlfriend) and mental health
emergency on Rappahannock Drive. Staff received
a larceny report from the
1000 block of King Carter
Drive (boat key; $10 loss)
and a larceny report from
Shipyard Lane (3 oxygen
tanks, 1 acetylene tank;
$1,400 loss).
March 23:
Staff
received a walk-in report
of larceny from Bobwhite
Lane (video camera, $100
loss) and a sexual assault
report from the Department of Social Services.
Staff responded to a trespass and larceny in progress in the 200 block of
Ocran Road (miscellaneous scrap metal, value
undetermined; case under
investigation).
March 24:
Staff
responded to a bad check
complaint in the 2900
block of Merry Point Road
(civil incident) and with
Virginia State Police (VSP)

CRIME SOLVERS
Lancaster County Crime Solvers
seeks information on stolen property
and break-ins to some homes.
On March 22, Lancaster County
Sheriff Office took a report from
AMPRO Shipyard at 25 Shipyard Lane
in Weems, regarding the theft of three
282-cubic-foot oxygen tanks and two
206-cubic-foot acetylene tanks.
Sometime between March 16 and
19, a 300-gallon water tank was stolen
from a trailer in a field at 1425 Chowning Ferry Road.
On March 8, officers took a report
of a trailer that was broken into at 1623
Slabtown Road. A water heater, stove,
and a refrigerator were stolen from the
property. Entry was made through the
back door.
On March 10, officers took a report
of stolen guns from the property in
to a two-vehicle traffic crash
at Mary Ball and Good
Luck roads. Staff notified
the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) of a
traffic signal malfunction at
Irvington and Harris roads
and checked on the wellbeing of a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged telephone contact
could not be made (no emergency services needed).
March 25:
Staff
responded with Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) to
a medical emergency alarm
on Black Stump Road, to a
disturbance call with possible firearm involved on
Greentown Road, with the
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a domestic
disturbance
(boyfriend/
girlfriend) on Old Fairgrounds Way, with KPD
to a disturbance call in the
200 block of North Main
Street and with KPD and
VSP to a traffic crash on
East Church Street (driver
fled scene and reported by
Gilbert Street resident as
being at her door; Life Evac
involved). Staff responded
to an escaped patient from
Bridges (King Carter Drive
resident reported subject
was in her yard; subject
taken into custody without
incident and returned to
Bridges).
March 26:  
Staff
responded with VSP to trespass/domestic complaint on
Mosquito Point Road. Staff
responded to a mental health
emergency on Ocran Road,
to a possible larceny complaint on Ocran Road and,

by Audrey Thomasson

the 1400 block of Merry Point. Stolen
items include a Marlin 30/30 Lever
action Rifle, .38 caliber Webbly pistol,
.38 caliber Smith & Wesson 5-shot
pistol, an X-Box 360 Game System,
and Midnight Club game.
On March 3, a home at 3540 Merry
Point Road was broken into and several
pieces of jewelry were taken.
Report information regarding
this stolen property or break-ins to
Lancaster County Crime Solvers at
804-462-7463. Your call will not be
recorded, and you will not have to give
your name or appear in court. If your
information is useful to law enforcement, you could receive a reward up to
$1,000.
Last month, Crime Solvers paid out
$1,100. We thank the public for its
assistance to law enforcement.

with assistance from the
White Stone Police Department (WSPD), to a fight call
on Chesapeake Drive.
March 27: Staff checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made
(no emergency services
needed), responded to a
trespass complaint on Morattico Road, notified VDOT
of motorists’ complaints of
ice on the Robert O. Norris
Jr. Bridge and responded
with EMS to a mental
health emergency on Peake
Road.
March 28:
Staff
responded with WSPD to
check on the well-being of a
James Wharf Road resident
at the request of a concerned
out-of-town family member
(no emergency services
needed).
Staff also conducted 15
traffic stops, issued four
summonses, assisted two
motorists, reported a deer
strike, handled a call for
traffic control, investigated
three building alarms, processed two mental health
orders, logged four inmate
transfers and fielded four
calls for animal control service.

with Upper Lancaster, Fairfields, White Stone and
Richmond County volunteer
fire departments to a structure fire on Butter Road.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles
A. Wilkins this week
reminds everyone that any
pet adopted from the Animal
Shelter is required by law to
be spayed or neutered.
Proof of spay/neuter
must be sent to the sheriff’s
office, he said. Letters have
been sent to all owners who
have not sent this information. Follow-ups are made
by the animal control officer. Failure to follow the law
will result in being charged
by summons and fines will
be incurred.

Felonies

Gregory Fitzgerald Tate,
43, of Tappahannock was
charged March 22 with a
Circuit Court probation violation.

Misdemeanors

A Callao woman, 53,
was charged with failure to
appear in the General District Court.
A Heathsville woman,
20, was charged with assault
and battery of a family
member.

BALTIMORE—Donald
Vaughan, 20, was sentenced
this week in a Baltimore Circuit Court to life in prison with
all but 40 years suspended for
the rapes of two women in the
East Baltimore neighborhood
of Canton. He faces similar
charges in Lancaster County.
According to a press release
from the office of Baltimore
City State’s Attorney Gregg
L. Bernstein, Vaughan pled
guilty Monday to two counts
of first-degree rape and one
count of first-degree assault in
two separate cases.
In December 2009, Vaughan
forced his way into one Baltimore victim’s home after shoveling snow from her porch.
He grabbed a kitchen knife,
sexually assaulted her and cut a
5-inch gash in her neck before
fleeing with cash, a bank card
and cell phone. Police traced
him through use of the phone.
Vaughan’s DNA matched
evidence from another victim
in January 2007, leading to the
guilty plea for the second rape.
Vaughan’s life sentence
makes him ineligible for parole
except by authority of the
Maryland governor, according
to Mark Cheshire, a spokes-

Donald Vaughan

man for Bernstein’s office.
Vaughan has two pending
sexual assault changes in Kilmarnock from November and
December 2009. Lancaster
County
Commonwealth’s
Attorney C. Jeffers Schmidt
Jr. said extradition to Virginia
for trial is pending.
“We filed a detainer (with
the Baltimore courts) and our
intention is to extradite him as
soon as Maryland authorities
release him. It is possible they
won’t release him until the end
of his sentence,” Schmidt said.
“They could allow him to be
extradited to Virginia for trial
and then returned to Maryland
to serve out his sentence there.
We are following up and the
state’s attorney is cooperating
with us.”

September 6-18, 2011

Ready to see Alaska--now is the time. Travel
from Fairbanks to Denali to Anchorage aboard
the McKinley Explorer train before boarding
your 5 star cruise liner, Holland America’s ms
Zaandam. See bears, pan for gold, marvel at
the glaciers in this “Great Land”. This beautiful and pristine wilderness will capture a 13
day vacation you will never forget.
Prices start at only $2100!

Special $50 per person
discount if booked by 2/11

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department
responded to a fire alarm
in the 400 block of Harris
Road, a traffic crash at Mary
Ball and Good Luck roads, a
traffic crash on East Church
Street and a carbon dioxide
alarm on West Bay Drive.
Kilmarnock responded

Gold, Coins, Silver
Buying Event

S

pecials

WWW.SPECIALSLTD.COM
68 South Main St – Kilmarnock
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-6:00 • Sunday 11:00-3:00
804-435-8758

1st Friday is Very
Special
at

pecials
S
pecials
and S

We will be having our
very own Stroll About

Shake your booty
out of your jewelry box

Top dollar paid for your old gold, coins, and precious metals!

March 31st, April 1st and April 2nd
10 AM TO 5 PM
Deal with an Establishment You Trust

www.burkesjewelers.com
~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302.

There will be
special merchandise all day
Special Prices all day
Special music - food & wine
beginning at 4pm
Special hours - we will stay
open until 730pm
Come Stroll About
our Stores and
enjoy the festivities
Every First Friday
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Hat Optional, Garden Gloves Suggested
Join us for The Earth Store’s Sixth Annual Garden Party: Saturday, April 2nd, 7:30 am - 5 pm

20 OFF
%

All Merchandise, All Day
In-stock items only.

30 OFF * 40 OFF *
Shrubs Pottery
%

7:30 am – 10 am

*Other discounts do not apply.

%

2 pm – 4 pm

*Other discounts do not apply.

Landscape and hardscape representatives will be
on hand as well as our own in-house experts.
Bring your soil sample. Soil testing on site while you wait.
Willaby’s BBQ, Hot Dogs & Cookies, 11 am – 1 pm
The WRAR Fun Bunch, 8 am – 11 am

Grand Prize Giveaway
Round Fire Pit Kit

2nd Place Prize

12-Foot Round Gazebo

The WKWI Bay Crew, 11 am – 1 pm
Free 1-Gallon Azalea (variety of colors) to the first
150 customers with receipt. Limit one with purchase.

April 3 through May 29: Open Sundays, 10 am - 3 pm

3rd Place Prize

9-Foot Solar Umbrella
161 Technology Park Drive, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 (Off Harris Road) 804-435-7777 800-448-4505 TheEarthStore.net
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CommunityForum
Civil
War

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Misusing ‘respect’

Sesquicentennial
150 years ago this
month:Virginia
is drawn into war
April 4, 1861: The Virginia
Convention takes its first official vote, 90 to 45 against a
motion to secede.        
April 12: Confederate
forces fire on Fort Sumter and
continue bombardments until
Union Major Anderson surrenders the following day.  
April 15: President Lincoln calls to the governors of
the Union States for 75,000
volunteer troops to attack
the Confederates. Proclaiming the Confederate action as
“rebellion,” Lincoln circumvents the need for a Declaration of War by Congress. Virginia has no standing army or
navy, only locally controlled
militia units, lightly armed
and poorly trained.
April 17: Virginia Convention delegates reverse their
decision and by a vote off 88
to 55, approve an Ordinance
of Secession, subject to ratification by the people on May
23.   
April 19: Lincoln orders
a naval blockade of the Confederate States. Confederate sympathizers in Baltimore cut telegraph lines and
bridges to Washington, D.C.
While passing through Baltimore, the 6th Massachusetts
Regiment is attacked and fires
back on the crowd. Three
soldiers and one civilian die,
the war’s first combat casualties.
April 22: Robert E. Lee,
having resigned his commission in the U.S. Army on April
20, is named commander of
Virginia’s military and naval
forces.
Virginia batteries block the
exit of ships from the U.S.
Naval Yard at Norfolk and
the Union tries to destroy its
remaining fleet and abandon
the yard. Virginia occupies
the base later that day and
assesses that most of the ships
can be raised and repaired
and much of the weapons and
ammunition saved.
April 24: Virginia signs
a treaty with the Confederate States, enacted in May, to
form a defensive force for the
protection of Virginia. Confederate military units subsequently begin assembling for
training near Manassas Junction.
April 27: Lincoln adds
Virginia and North Carolina
to the blockade.
April 28: Virginia orders
naval guns to be placed at
strategic locations including
Gloucester Point and Tappahannock’s Fort Lowery. No
guns are ordered for Cherry
Point or Grey’s Point on the
Rappahannock.
This article is provided as
a project of the Lancaster
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee and
the Mary Ball Washington
Museum & Library.

The Pittman brothers, Lucas, 9, and Sean, 6, gaze at the Rappahannock River.

Photo by Tanya Pittman
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

Road Work Ahead: Safer work zones for all
by Quintin D. Elliott
Hearing the hollow,
plastic thump of a traffic
cone being struck by a car
traveling at 60 mph is a
sound you never forget.
If you are a member of a
highway work zone crew,
the only thing protecting
you from passing traffic is
air and those traffic cones.
That, and our faith that
motorists driving through
a work zone will stay alert
and engaged as they drive,
hang up their cell phones,
follow directions and
reduce their speed.
However, by the
time tires hit the
cones, it is generally
too late. It is the only
warning a worker has
that a vehicle is about
to crash into their
work space, and rapidly
cross the ground where
they are standing.
The first time I heard
the sound, it felt as if the
scene was unfolding in
slow motion. But the reality was there was no time
for me to react, no time to
move out of the way.
I was fortunate that day.
The driver hit the traffic
cones, but somehow managed to avoid veering into
the work space. No one
was hurt. But the vehicle
could’ve easily strayed
several feet over, with a
different and deadly outcome.
I reflect on that day
often,
but
especially
during National Work Zone
Awareness Week April 4
through 8, a time set aside
for all of us to consider
how we drive through road
construction.
The consequences of

Quinton D. Elliott

Drivers will encounter
more highway work zones
in Virginia in the coming
years, as the Virginia
Department of Transportation prepares for a busy
period of road construction. Projects funded by
a transportation package recently supported by
Gov. Bob McDonnell and
approved by the General
Assembly will move from
planning stages toward
construction.
Virginia
travelers will notice more
pavement repair and pavement resurfacing, road
widening, guardrail
replacement and new
bridge construction.
In the Northern
Neck, bridge painting will continue on
the Robert O. Norris
Jr. bridge over the
Rappahannock River.
When you see a “Road
Work Ahead” sign, please
make that an automatic
trigger to slow down, eliminate your distractions, and
focus on the traffic pattern.
Nothing you do could
mean more to the men and
women working outdoors
in the heat and humidity
of summer, or the middle
of the night, to build the
structures and roads that
carry us to our destinations.
Help us get everyone
home safely at night, and
live to work and travel
another day.
Quintin D. Elliott is
District Administrator of
VDOT’s 14-county Fredericksburg District, which
includes the Fredericksburg area, the Northern
Neck and the Middle Peninsula.

Community
Comments
speeding and inattention
are great. Seven people
were killed in highway
work zone crashes in Virginia during 2009. More
than 1,000 people were
injured.
While the factors surrounding each crash are
different, there are patterns. Many of the work
zone crashes happened on
primary roads, and many
involved drivers in their
20s.
There is another stark
pattern. Victims of work
zone crashes are primarily motorists. Four out of
five people killed in work
zone crashes in 2008, 80
percent, were motorists,
not the highway workers.
We are all at risk in work
zones.
Considering this, the
2011 National Work Zone
Awareness Week theme is
“Safer driving. Safer work
zones. For everyone.”
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During his discourse a
recent letter writer brushed
aside the many scientists
who disagree with the proponents of anthropogenic
global warming (AGW).
The writer also took issue
with Virginia’s attorney general for investigating one of
the “respected” climate scientists who, more than a few
reputable scientists claim,
made inappropriate use of
taxpayer funds while at the
University of Virginia.
The writer’s defense of
“climate change” by characterizing those AGW climate
scientists as “respected”
is misplaced. “Climate
change” and “climate disruption” are unhelpful
political constructs. Global
warming remains the primary concern, and the only
possible link between global
warming and human activity
has been the recent increase
in CO2, which is likely due
to industrial activity.
However, there is not a
shred of evidence linking
CO2 to the planet’s temperature, neither currently
or in the past. Neither is
there any evidence linking
CO2 and other events such
as hurricanes, tsunamis, or
earthquakes.
Then there is Medieval
Warming Period, about
1,000 years ago, a duration spanning roughly 500
years, with temperatures as
warm or warmer than now,
and with CO2 levels much
lower than now. More than
900 peer-reviewed studies
(co2science.org) involving
more than 40 countries and
hundreds of organizations
have confirmed the existence of the MWP and the
totality of the sites involved
in the studies clearly demonstrate that the MWP was a
global rather than a regional
phenomena.
The IPCC scientists
could not explain the MWP,
intimated in their email that
they had to “get rid” of it,
and have been attempting to do so ever since. For
over a decade this group of
“respected” climate scientists prevented skeptics and
others from getting access
to what should have been
publicly available data. They
operated more like a cabal,
reviewing and defending
each others’ papers, and
blocking all alternate views.
“Respect” is not a descriptor that comes to mind.

Dennis Ables,
Mollusk

We can do better
In the last three years, we
have seen Lancaster High
School devolve from an
energized, positive environment to one where enthusiasm is quashed by leadership
focused solely on lowering
the boom on all students,
good and bad, in senseless,
demoralizing ways.
It’s an unfortunate situation for our students and for
the teachers who are doing

their best, despite very real
fiscal and facility limitations. But the new, dark
culture that fails to provide
inspiration or build aspirations is clearly taking its
toll; I fear we are going to
start losing some of the real
heroes of our school community.
Even with such a small
school, we do not have a
principal who knows or
interacts with her students,
individually or collectively.
She never addresses the student body or any assembly,
other than a rule lecture at
the beginning of the year.
When we attended the academic honors banquet last
year, we were dismayed
that she simply hovered
in the back of the room,
never offering any words in
support of these students’
accomplishments or their
teachers’ hard work. The
principal of our high school
should be one of the most
visible and positive leaders
in our community, an advocate for the school, her students and her teachers.
Students at Lancaster
High School eat lunch under
a scrolling LED sign in the
Commons. The same lessthan-inspiring message has
been scrolling on that sign
every day for the last two
school years: “Failure is
success if we learn from it.”
The message is not lost on
the students, who hate that
sign. They are first viewed
and treated in the most
negative terms…as failures.
Let’s start by changing that
sign. Then, let’s change
everything else.
Please join me in starting
a conversation. On Facebook, join the group, “LHS:
We Can Do Better.”

Bill Chapman,
White Stone

Spreading
sunshine
Recently I was shown yet
another guide to “what’s hot
and happening in the Northern Neck.”
As a business owner in
Lively, I was dismayed to
find that Lively had been
excluded, completely! In
fact they didn’t even show
Lively on the map.
Maybe that was a paid
advertisement
periodical, I don’t know, I wasn’t
approached for an ad.
It’s like Lively doesn’t
even exist to these people.
There was mention of Montross, Kilmarnock, White
Stone, and of course—
Irvington.
They need to wake up…
There are several restaurants
in the Lancaster-Lively area,
a barber shop, a hairdresser,
a bank, a market, antique
shops, even a luthier. They’re
even building a new Dollar
General up here!
Just know that the sun
always shines in Lively.
Obviously these people
must have their heads where
the sun doesn’t shine!

Connor Lord,
Lancaster

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

H

ere in the Northern Neck we have
Come Heres, Been Heres, Come
Backs, and what my good wife calls herself, a Brought Here.
For the Come Backs, the lore of the
Northern Neck has so permeated their
lives that as soon as they could, they
returned. Gayle and Bud Hudnall are part
of that category. After growing up here,
they moved to Florida for a stint, but as
soon as they could, they Came Back.
That was in the mid-1970s, when they
purchased George Noblett’s business on
Main Street, where they both remained
until their retirement, upon which their
son, Joe, assumed the management of
the family enterprise. When one speaks
of contributions to the Town of Kilmarnock, Gayle and Bud are in the vanguard
of those folks from our time who have
made their hometown the great place it
is.
Before the last rejuvenation of Main
Street, the project of planting the Bradford pear trees found its godfather in
Bud, who every afternoon walked up and
down the street pouring pails of water on
the young saplings’ roots to get them off
to a good start. Only a few of them at the
north end have survived, but while the
trees were here the beauty they contributed to the landscape came in large part

“Clifton” later was the home
of John A. Palmer, Bud’s
great-grandfather, the celebrated founder of the annual
Holly Ball, who in 1885 gave
the land for and built what
we now call Palmer Hall,
the original Saint Francis
de Sales Catholic Church on
Church Street.
from Bud’s efforts.
Upon the passing of Bud’s parents,
he and Gayle moved to “Clifton,” the
most historically significant structure
in the town, where they have continued
the restoration begun by Bud’s mother
and father, Dale and Dee Hudnall, in the
early 1970s.
Working with Dr. Camille Wells, a
professor at The College of William and
Mary, the pre-eminent authority on the
historic structures of the Northern Neck,
they allowed the modern study of dendrochronology to be used to determine

the mansion’s original year of construction. The study was able to pinpoint it to
1785, a time when the young Republic
was still governed by the Articles of Confederation, prior to the adoption of the
U.S. Constitution.
“Clifton” later was the home of John
A. Palmer, Bud’s great-grandfather, the
celebrated founder of the annual Holly
Ball, who in 1885 gave the land for and
built what we now call Palmer Hall, the
original Saint Francis de Sales Catholic
Church on Church Street. In their ongoing work at “Clifton,” Gayle and Bud
have reconstructed the early wing to the
south of the home, thus returning the
exterior appearance to its 19th-century
concept, with a one-story wing on each
end.
Gayle undertook the reconfiguration
of the kitchen area, thereby returning the
dining room to its original dimensions. It
was in that room on the period American
Empire sideboard dating from the 1820s,
that Bishop James Gibbons of Richmond,
while staying with the Palmers during the
only visit to Kilmarnock of his tenure in
Richmond prior to becoming Archbishop
of Baltimore and a Cardinal of the Catholic Church, offered Mass on December
1, 1875, and subsequently authorized the
establishment of a Catholic parish in the

area.
Not all of Gayle and Bud’s work at
“Clifton” has been structural. Bud has
undertaken the establishment of a boxwood nursery, now with several hundred
plants, which he has slipped and rooted
from parent stock. He has been fortunate in escaping the blight of Boxwood
Decline, the predatory disease that gradually has taken so many plantings from
across the Commonwealth.
In his retirement “free time,” Bud has
established his woodworking shop in one
of the dependencies at “Clifton,” where
he has mastered the art of extraordinarily
fine artisanship, specializing in producing
exquisite turned and laminated wooden
bowls, items which in future generations
will come to be known as museum pieces.
They are his current masterpieces.
This Saturday will mark Gayle and
Bud’s golden wedding anniversary. It is
time for celebration not only for them
and their family, but for the entire town to
take note and be grateful for their having
“Come Back” three-and-a-half decades
ago. Their presence truly defines the
quality of life we have here in the Northern Neck. As they live in the finest classical home in Kilmarnock, I shall close
with the Latin admonition, “Ad Multos
Annos!”
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America is
sinking in debt
America is on the precipice
of economic disaster because
of overspending by the federal
government.
The same day Congress
voted on a Continuing Resolution that cut a measly $6 billion
from the budget, $72 billion
was added to the budget deficit. In the month of February,
the federal budget debt was
a record setting $221 billion.
This level of debt is unsustainable. America is in a spending
death spiral.
But House Republicans,
now in the majority, are in a
historic position to avert that
disaster by simply voting “no”
to the raising of the debt limit.
It doesn’t matter what the
Democratic-controlled Senate
does. It doesn’t matter what
Barack Obama wants. House
Republicans are in the driver’s
seat.
Hopefully, they will not
blow this opportunity by
“negotiating” with Democrats
over spending cuts. They can
force them to cut the budget
with the nuclear weapon they
hold in their hands.
They are in a position to
force the Democrats to accept
a balanced budget this year by
simply saying no to raising the
debt limit.
They should not be intimidated by conventional, insidethe-beltway thinking. America
cannot afford business as usual
for another two years. They
have the power and should use
it!
Please urge Congress to vote
“no” on raising the debt limit
with no reservations or conditions. Cut the federal budget
15% across the board this
year and next. Restrict federal
government spending to 10%
of GDP. Eliminate unnecessary bureaucracies such as
the Department of Education,
Commerce, EPA, Energy and
repeal Obamacare.
Please contact your representative today.

Ben Hudson,
Virginia

Learning to drink
alcohol responsibly
Studies have shown that
by the time kids reach the
legal drinking age of 21,
there is an 86% chance they
have already had alcohol. Of
the 86%, many have had to
visit emergency rooms due
to alcohol-related incidents.
Does it have to be this
way? Should teenagers
and early adults have to be
sneaky about where and how
they get alcohol and shun
away the people that could
be helping most—family
and parents?
Parents need to be willing to assist their children by
teaching them alcohol education at home and allowing them to drink in their
presence. This will lead to
moderation later in life and
a more trustworthy child.
Allowing alcohol in the
house while a legal parent
or guardian is around would
lead to enhanced judgment
by teenagers and early adults,
thus improving the amount
of alcohol-related incidents.
Before 1919, pre-prohibition, most states had no laws
prohibiting any age from
drinking. However, after
prohibition was over most
states set an age limit of
21. The National Minimum
Drinking Age Act of 1984
required states to outlaw the
purchase and public possession of alcohol by those
under age 21. States that did
not comply would lose 10%
of their federal highway
funds.
The current drinking age
of 21 remains a point of contention among many Americans, not least because of it
being higher than the age of

majority (18 in most states)
and higher than the drinking ages of most other countries.
However, Virginia is one
of 31 states that allow people
under 21 to drink alcohol as
long as they are with an adult
or guardian. This is allowed
so that parents can teach their
children to be responsible, as
well as keeping them safer
in the long run. The hope is
when these kids go to a party
they will remember their
parent’s role modeling and
do one shot and not 10.
So parents should give
their children alcohol to teach
them how to be responsible
and so they can manage their
drinking when they are at a
party. Please note that parents should not be allowing
their children to get drunk.

Eric A. Siegel,
Kilmarnock

Community
support will
be remembered
In June 2010, I deployed to
Afghanistan with the Virginia
Army National Guard’s 529th
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion. After returning safely on March 22, I’ve
reflected on those who helped
me from the community.
Within days of finding out
of my mobilization I saw Terry
Tignor of Irvington at the Kilmarnock Museum parking
lot. After a casual conversation, she asked if I was still
in the Army. I told her of my
pending deployment and she
immediately volunteered her
youth group at Irvington Baptist Church to sponsor me and
my soldiers.
Within a few months her
group was sending me care
packages with hundreds of
dollars of expensive hiking
socks that allowed us to stay
on our toes during the cold
winter months in the mountains of the Hindu Kush. They
bought me a gift subscription
to the Rappahannock Record
so I could log on and read the
latest news while I was gone.
But most importantly, they
added me to their church’s
prayer list, and they weren’t
the only ones; St. Francis
Catholic Church in Kilmarnock also added me to their
list and one parishioner sent
me a care package.
The prayers and letters from
home are what gave all of us in
Afghanistan the strength to do
our best and I’m confident that
our lack of any serious casualties throughout the battalion
has something to do with how
many people were interceding
to God on our behalf.
Kilmarnock’s Adam’s Post,
American Legion, sent me
cards signed by members to
let me know that I hadn’t been
forgotten as well.
Of course, my parents,
Lynne and John Webb of
Weems, were very supportive, as they always have been,
and served as a motivator that
pushed me to work towards
success in every task and
obstacle I was provided.
With only a one-month
notification, I had to quickly
get my finances in order. Chris
Stamm dropped what he was
doing and helped me with my
power of attorney and other
legal requirements and never
asked for reimbursement.
Bank of Lancaster clerks
notarized several documents
for me for free as well.
Everyone in the community
I met, who knew of my mobilization, was quick to ask how
they could assist and wished
me well.
The small town mentality
is alive and well in our community and the efforts of those
who showed that they appreciate me and my soldiers’ risks
and sacrifices is not forgotten.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the April 7, 1911, issue of the Virginia
Citizen)

Irvington

W. K. Lee’s horse died Monday from paralysis.
S. P. Simmons Sr., was in Norfolk on Monday for business.
Homer Willing, of Baltimore, visited his parents here
this week.
Mrs. Lula Rogers, of Millenbeck, is visiting her
mother, Mrs. Ellen Jett.
Misses Butts and Louise Sadler, of Mathews County,
are visiting Miss Grace Long.
Dr. Geo. H. Oliver will leave for Sharps Sunday night,
returning on Friday night.
Carlisle Shackelford, of Ottoman, spent several days
this week at the home of his aunt, Mrs. W. A. Leland.
Mrs. George H. Steuart and little daughter, of Ottoman, were guests of Mrs. S. P. Simmons several days this
week.
Miss Isabelle Richards left Tuesday for Washington,
D.C. and Boston en route to her home in Maine, after a
few days visit with the Misses Lee.

Merry Point

Miss Clara Davis has been visiting her sister, Mrs. G.
B. Huzzard, at Bertrand recently.
We are glad to see Mrs. C. E. Thomas out again after
being sick for quite a while.
Little Miss Nellie B. Slater spent from Thursday until
Saturday with her sister, Mrs. H. A. Haynie, at Lively,

the past week. Miss Essie Slater is visiting her sister this
week.
Quite a crowd from here attended the commencement
of the High School at Lancaster this week.
Large shipments of peas have been made from here this
week, though the crop is short and indifferent on account
of the dry weather.
Mr. and Mrs. Whit Haynie, of Fisherman, spent Sunday
with Mr. Haynie’s sister, Mrs. Mamie Beane, near here.

Weems

Mrs. Jessie Hoofman and Mrs. Minnie Padget spent
Tuesday with friends here.
B.Y.P.U. meeting at the chapel Sunday night next.
A large number of people from here attended the convention at White Stone Sunday.
Benjamin Doggett, who returned from school in Baltimore recently, is now on steamer “Maury.”
The family of J. Robert Sadler spent Sunday with relatives in Irvington.

Caught On The Fly

Mrs. F. W. Claybrook has been unwell for some time at
her home in Kilmarnock.
Miss Nina Bellows returned from Blackstone Wednesday, where she had been attending school.
Capt. and Mrs. Jas. W. Gresham, of Baltimore, were
the guests of Mr. Gresham’s relatives near White Stone
this past week.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the
Mary Ball Washington’s Museum and Library)

Five simple steps to reduce gas costs
by John Felmy
Gas prices are rising
across the country and the
primary reason is the cost of
making fuel. While supply
and demand for gasoline
have risen in the U.S., the
worldwide demand for crude
oil is up and the supply of
crude oil is down.
Middle East turmoil and
loss of supply have further tightened markets. The
increased crude oil costs
and higher mandates for
ethanol have made gasoline
more expensive to make.
Fortunately, there are
some simple steps that you
can take to offset higher gas
prices and keep more money
in your wallet. Here are five
of them:

Drive slower

Driving at high speeds
makes your engine run at
more revolutions per minute
and consume more fuel.
When your car is traveling faster, it’s also facing
greater air resistance, which
requires the engine to work
harder. So don’t floor the
accelerator unless it’s an
emergency. Driving 55
miles per hour instead of 65
miles per hour can improve
your car’s fuel economy by
about 2 miles per gallon.

Be smooth

The herky-jerky trips most
commuters are familiar with
don’t just give us headaches,
they also cost us fuel. Starting from a full stop is a particularly energy-intensive
activity for an engine. The
extra gas each rev-up costs
quickly adds up to a much
bigger bill at the pump.
Try to make your car rides
as smooth as possible. Use
back roads to avoid lights
and traffic jams. Keep an
ample distance between you
and the car in front of you to
avoid unnecessary braking

and accelerating.
When approaching a
red light, try to slow down
gradually to avoid a full stop
before speeding back up
again. And when you’re at a
full stop, don’t gun it after
the light turns green. Gradual starts can use up to 40%
less gas than abrupt ones.

Stay cool

A vehicle’s air conditioner
works by compressing a
cooling agent. That process
requires energy. That source
of energy is the fuel in your
tank.
On a blistering summer
day, it’s fine to turn on the
air conditioner. But once
you’ve cooled down, don’t
keep the inside of your car
at refrigerator-low temperatures. Overusing the air conditioner can reduce a car’s
fuel economy by up to two
miles per gallon.
When it’s a nice day, roll
down the windows and
make a point to park in the
shade.

Plan ahead

Taking a series of short
trips instead of a single long
one can put many extra miles
on an engine. Plan ahead to
combine errands and cut
down on short trips. Pick
the kids up from school, buy
groceries, and drop a package off at the post office in
one trip instead of three.
Consider
carpooling.
When you share a ride you
aren’t just splitting gas costs,
you’re also cutting down on
expenses like insurance and
taxes and helping the environment.

Tune up

Too many American drivers don’t get their vehicle the
regular tune-ups it requires.
Properly maintaining your
car can dramatically cut
down on gas consumption
and save you money.

Properly inflated tires can
improve fuel efficiency by
up to 3%. When tires start
losing pressure, the engine
has a tougher time pushing
the car forward and thus
consumes more gas. The
average vehicle on the road
right now has its tires underinflated by over 7%, which
can cause about a 3% loss in
fuel economy.
Removing excess weight
in the cabin or trunk of the
vehicle will also improve

fuel efficiency. Simply
removing this load can
reduce fuel consumption
and help to lower emissions.
Gas prices could continue to rise over the next
few months. But even if
they don’t, these five simple
steps will help you reduce
your fuel consumption and
conserve your cash.
John Felmy is the chief
economist at the American
Petroleum Institute.

Former rescue squad treasurer
faces five counts of embezzelment
by Tom Chillemi
URBANNA—On March
28, a Middlesex Circuit
Court Grand Jury indicted
Lewis Filling of Urbanna
with five counts of embezzling money from the Central Middlesex Volunteer
Rescue Squad (CMVRS)
while he was squad treasurer.
Filling was the CMVRS
treasurer from January 1,
2005, through December
31, 2010.
The grand jury charges
that Filling “did unlawfully
and feloniously, wrongfully
and fraudulently and knowingly use, dispose of, conceal or embezzle” a total
of $50,371 from the rescue
squad between April 2, 2005,
and December 31, 2010.
Court documents, known
as “true bills,” signed by the
grand jury foreman, charge
that Filling embezzled
• $3,500 on April 2, 2005.
• $4,121 from about October 1, 2007, to December
31, 2007.
• $12,500 between February 1, 2008, and August 13,
2008.
• $17,475 from about January 10, 2009, to December
31, 2009.
• $12,775 between Janu-

ary 13, 2010, to December
2, 2010.
Filling turned himself in
to the Virginia State Police
(VSP) at the Middlesex
sheriff’s office Monday
afternoon. He was released
on an unsecured bond.
Filling is scheduled to
appear in court Wednesday, April 6, at 9:30 a.m.,
to “advise about attorney
arrangements.”
The indictments are the
result of an investigation by
VSP special agent accountant Jennifer S. Brown.
Search warrants issued in
January authorized Brown to
acquire the bank records of
Filling and the rescue squad.
The warrants were a result
of complaints by members
of CMVRS who reported
to police on December 21,
2010, that irregularities
had been discovered in the
squad’s financial records by
the squad’s accountant, who
is a certified public accountant.
Filling has served in the
Town of Urbanna government since 1990 and is a
former mayor and town
council member. Until he
resigned on Tuesday, he was
the Urbanna town administrator and town treasurer.

Select ProPertieS of Virginia

CONGRATULATES THEIR WINNING AGENTS
FOR THE CHESAPEAKE BAY & RIVER ASSOCIATION
OF REALTORS 2010 SALES AWARD

PLATINUM AWARD

1st Lt. Brian J Webb,
Weems

Greenpoint
Nursery
Ask Bill, Bonnie or Cyndi
about our beautiful flowering
plum...apple serviceberry and
bald cypress trees.

Yowsa!
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Colleen Shaut
(804) 436-6828

Cathy Rowe
(804) 436-2696

Travis Powell
(804) 512-2086

Pat Willett
(804) 436-5235

4503 Irvington Road, P.O. Box 609
Irvington, Virginia 22480-0609
Office: (804) 438-5339
Visit our website: www.pleasantlife.com
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ULVFD members and friends gather Stewardship
to recognize 2010 service achievement campaign
extends
April 1
to May 31

Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Fire Department president
Don Gill (above) welcomed
members, auxiliary mem- From left are 2010 Fireman of the Year recipients chief
bers and guests to the Danny Akers and training officer Dale McNeal. Photos by
department’s 2010 awards Charles R. Lawson, CPP, of The Highlander Studios.
ceremony and banquet
recently held at the
firehouse in Lively.

From left, Danny Akers presents the
Chief ’s trophy to Justin Culpeper.

From left, Curtis Walker presents the
Top 10 Responder first-place plaque to
Danny Akers, who ran 116 of 124 calls in
2010. Dale McNeal placed second with
115 calls.

Joe Hecht steps down
as Bingo captain. The
department thanks him for Guest speaker George E. Curtis Walker steps up to
his dedication and service, “Sonny”Thomas addresses take over the responsibilities
of Bingo captain.
said chief Danny Akers.
the crowd.

RICHMOND—Stewardship Virginia, a statewide
campaign to encourage and
recognize voluntary activities with a tangible impact on
Virginia’s natural resources,
continues its ninth year with
events across the state.
The campaign features
activities in the spring and fall.
The spring portion runs April
l through May 31, according
to the Virginia Department
of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCR).
“The many Virginians who
have already participated in
Stewardship Virginia have
made a big impact on the Commonwealth’s natural and historic resources,” said Gov. Bob
McDonnell.
“Stewardship
Virginia projects give citizens
the tools, guidance, and structure to continue to enhance
these valuable resources. I
encourage all Virginians to get
involved and leave our great
Commonwealth better than
we found it.”
“Events will be held
throughout Virginia with
many opportunities for volunteerism in our parks and
natural areas during Stewardship Virginia,” said DCR
director David Johnson. “We
appreciate the many Virginians who have participated
to date and hope many others
will join in.”
The campaign promotes
waterway adoption, trail
improvement, the planting of
riparian buffers, invasive species control, habitat improvement and landscaping for
conservation.
Individuals, businesses and
organizations are urged to register events so that details are
available to citizens who want
to join in. For a registration
packet, call 1-877-429-2837,
or visit dcr.virginia.gov/stewardship for more.

Pennell recognized
From left, Northern Neck Community Criminal Justice
Board chairman Bill Duncanson presents a plaque to
Lancaster County administrator William Pennell for
his 16 years of service as the board chairman. Under
Pennell’s chairmanship the members came together
to direct, discuss and work on issues in the criminal
justice process for the four Northern Neck counties.
Community Criminal Justice Board meetings are held
at the Northern Neck Regional Jail and are open to the
public.

Lancaster NAACP
membership increases
KILMARNOCK—
Membership in the Lancaster County Chapter
of the NAACP recently
exceeded the 100 mark.
“In an NAACP branch,
membership is the heart
and soul of the organization,” said president Lloyd
Hill at the March 15 chapter meeting.
Committee heads presented a variety of future
fund-raising and special
event ideas, reported Joan
McBride.
Bake sales
are planned for April at
two Kilmarnock venues.
A banquet is planned for
October 2011.
Health
committee
member Cynethia Davis
gave a brief talk on a timely
health issue of interest to
the membership.
Hill closed the meeting with an inspirational
story about someone who

kept driving in a blinding
rain storm, while other
motorists stopped in the
road paralyzed with fear
or pulled over to park dangerously on the side of the
road until the storm abated.
The brave driver kept on
and finally drove out of the
downpour.   
“The strongest don’t give
up in a storm. If you keep
going, the sun will shine
again and you’ll be out of
the storm. Never, never,
never give up,” said Hill.
Chapter meetings are held
at 7 p.m. the third Tuesday
of the month at the Bank of
Lancaster northside branch
in Kilmarnock.
Hill welcomes attendance from those interested in making “a direct
and positive impact in your
community.”
He can be reached at
438-6713.

Lilian Lumber Company
KEEP IT COOL !!
Home Center
________________
Beer Koozies
39TH ANNIVERSARY SALE!!!
Wine Glass Koozies

Wine bottle Coolers
Food Chill & Go
Cooler Bags, Totes

Saturday, April 2
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Lilian Lumber Company, Inc.

99 Years in Business!!!
r
Afteom
Pr ake
B ale
S

Route 360
Burgess, VA

Up to 20% off
Storewide
(few exceptions)

T-Shirts • Belts • Hats

D E M DAC O
design for the home

FRE
Hot DoEgs
and Drin
11am tilks

LHS

S

Tervis Tumblers

25

%
off

• Willow Tree • Angels • Pillows • Throws

C

25 off

%

11:00 am to 1:00 pm
with the Winner Wheel

Door Busters
while they last!
Register for door prizes
Northern Neck Pine
& Hardwood Mulch
$2.80 per bag

Building Material
Specials
NH

Create a Story with memo boards,
frames, wall bucket & large magnets

Broadcasting Live

11’ Split Rail Fence
Reg. $8.21/Sale $ 7.19
6’ 2 Hole Post
Reg. $8.88/Sale $ 7.39
Landscape Timbers
Reg. $3.49/Sale $ 3.25

1
Great Selection of Tervis Tumblers, Big T, 16 oz., 1 /4’ Galv. Coil Rooﬁne Nails
24 oz., Single Sets, Ice Buckets, Full Assortment
Reg. $ 23.96/Sale $ 19.90
of Accessories. Choose from Personal Images,
Initials & School & College Logo’s. Tervis Tum2x4x93 Eastern Stud
blers virtually indestructible. Made in the USA.
$ 2.10
Guaranteed for Life.

