
LANCASTER—Charging county property taxes to Historic White 
Marsh Church Inc. may have been a misunderstanding, county admin-
istrator William Pennell Jr. reported to the board of supervisors last 
week. 

Church secretary Peggy Garland appeared before supervisors to 
plead the case for the organization which operates as a church offering 
religious services, burial sites and other nonprofit functions. She asked 
supervisors to hold a public hearing on exempting it from the $500 
annual bill for real estate taxes which the church received in 2010.

Since churches are exempt 
from taxes, the problem appears 
to have begun when ownership of 
White Marsh United Methodist 
Church was dropped by the Vir-
ginia United Methodist Confer-
ence. With declining membership 
and a decaying building, it became 
too costly for the umbrella organi-
zation to carry, said Garland. The 
remaining members were allowed 
to take over as an incorporated 
body and became a nonprofit orga-
nization to save and rebuild the 
stucture. 

But that change may have 
blurred the county’s understanding 
which designated them a nonprofit 
organization. In 2010, Garland 
said she received a tax bill from 
Lancaster Commissioner of the 
Revenue Sonny Thomas.  

None of church’s board is com-
pensated and all funds collected 
are used for the renovation and 
upkeep of the 1848 sanctuary, she 
said. 

“The corporation provides ser-
vices for the general public...such 
as weddings and funerals,” said 
Garland. Worship services, which 
take place on holidays and other 
special occasions, are open to the 
public. Started in 1792, Garland 
said White Marsh Church is an 
asset to the county as an historic 
site, being “probably the oldest 
Methodist Church in the Northern 
Neck and most likely Virginia.” 
She said many of the families of 
Lancaster County have connec-
tions to the church and support 
the work they are doing to save the 
building. 

If it is still a church, it is exempt 
from the county taxes and it doesn’t 
need a public hearing or board 
approval, said Pennell. He offered 
to meet with Thomas on the issue.
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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Red Devils dominate Region A tournament
The Lancaster boys basketball team won the Region A tourna-
ment championship. The Lancaster girls team placed second 
to Northumberland. Catch the action at RRecord.com.
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RICHMOND—Dis-
trict 99 Del. Albert C. 
Pollard Jr. last week 
announced on the House 
floor that he would not 
seek re-election.

As reported by the 
Washington Post fol-
lowing his floor speech, 
“Delegates gave him a 
prolonged standing ova-
tion and heaped praise 
on him, calling him a true ‘Virginia gentle-
man.’”

Meanwhile, Gov. Bob McDonnell com-
mented “I have also greatly enjoyed work-
ing with Albert. In his nine years of service 
in the House, he supported Virginia’s small 
businesses, and has been a strong advocate 
for the conservation of Virginia’s natural 
resources.”

Del. Pollard’s remarks are as follows:
“When I first ran in 1999 I said that it 

was my hope to serve a total of six to 10 
years.  My first time in the House of Del-
egates I served six years and this cycle I 
served four, therefore, I will not be seeking 
re-election this year.

“I feel comfortable that I could win re-
election, but one shouldn’t run for office 
just because you can win. This is public 
service and I simply have no desire to make 
this my career. You run to serve and I have 
served now for 10 years. My decision is 
really that basic.

“I leave my colleagues with three pieces 
of advice.

“My first piece of advice: We talk a lot 
about what the Constitution means, how far 
governmental powers go, what is the proper 
role of government. But throughout this 
conversation we ignore the elephant-in-the-
room of a better Republic: political parties 
in general and party caucuses specifically.

“Nowhere in the Constitution are politi-
cal parties created. And certainly the found-
ers did not have party caucuses in mind.

“And why are they 
injurious to the Common-
wealth, to the Republic 
and to this country?

“Because political 
parties and caucuses 
are often about gain-
ing power as opposed 
to doing what is right. 
Everyone here—includ-
ing myself—has seen 
their caucus engineer 

a vote designed to embarrass, or engi-
neer getting a bill killed so the other side 
doesn’t get credit, or has killed a measure 
as ‘retribution.’

“‘Forcing embarrassment.’  ‘Denying 
credit.’  ‘Retribution.’ These are not the 
words of Christian charity or words that 
make a more perfect union. They are the 
words designed to help the very political 
parties which George Washington warned 
against and are never mentioned in our 
founding documents.

“My second piece of advice: Work the 
floor, work the floor, work the floor.  As 
members of this body, we are at a severe 
disadvantage compared to lobbyists.

“Just think about it—eight lobbyists for 
every Delegate.  They have a half dozen 
bills; we have twice that many. They have 
people hired to work both sides of the 
aisle; we handicap ourselves through our 
own political labels. They have spending 
accounts; we have none. They have a con-
stituency of one; we have many constituen-
cies. We have other jobs; this is their job. 
They represent an interest which might 
include good public policy, but their duty 
is not to our constituents or the free market. 
Instead their duty is to their client or their 
shareholder.

“So, one of our tools—really, our best 
tool—is our time on the House floor, in 
this chamber, working our bills, trying to 
kill other bad bills. If you aren’t maximiz-
ing your time on the floor talking with your 

colleagues and working your bills then 
you are ceding your elected authority to 
every other member and every lobbyist. If 
you aren’t working your ideas—or if you 
are only talking to your party, to your own 
caucus—then you are putting your ideas at 
a competitive disadvantage.

“Finally, we work in the best building in 
the world. This capital—designed by Jef-
ferson, inspired by Roman ideals—is our 
office. 

“This capital is monument to the Ameri-
can ideal that the world can be a better 
place. And, yet, we pay it little respect—
we exit through the steps on the side of 

the chamber. We scurry home through the 
basement not mindful of where we are.

“Therefore, my final piece of advice is 
this: Every now and then, exit through the 
double doors. Walk through the rotunda, 
and walk at the feet of George Washing-
ton’s statue and at the feet of other great 
Virginians.   

“My fellow delegates, every now and 
then pass through that great hall and take a 
moment to reaffirm why you are here, what 
you are doing to fulfill your own faith and 
reason for being—and what we as a body 
are doing to make the lives of everyday 
Virginians, even better.”

Del. Pollard will not seek re-election

Del. Albert C Pollard Jr. listens as members of both sides of the aisle praise his service 
to his constituents.

Mayor Raymond Booth paid tribute to Claudia Williamson at 
Monday’s town council meeting, noting her many years of 

service to the town. Williamson, 70, died last week. 
“Claudia was a gentle soul who did a lot of good for the town...

she was a selfless person who was very well liked by everyone..
and contributed a lot of her time to town issues,” he said. 

Williamson was appointed to the planning commission in 1995 
and served as vice chairman under Booth until he resigned his 
appointment last year after being elected mayor. She stepped up 
as chairman and was just completing her fourth term, according 
to town records.

When Williamson was diagnosed with cancer a couple of 
months ago, treatment forced her to miss the final two meetings 
of updating the town’s comprehensive plan for town council’s 
review. An obituary appears on page B8.

In memory of Lorena Conner
From left, supervisor Butch Jenkins last week presented Anita Tadlock 
a resolution commemorating the life and service of her mother, the 
late Lorena Dobyns Conner, as the Lancaster County Commissioner 
of the Revenue. Conner was the first woman appointed as a deputy 
commissioner of revenue and later the first woman elected to the 
position in Lancaster. She died January 25, 2011. Photo by Audrey 
Thomasson

Mayor pays tribute
to Claudia Williamson

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—When it 
comes to getting a break on the 
cost of hookups to the town’s 
water and sewer system, council 
has always stood firm and turned 
down the best of causes. But on 
Monday, members agreed to a 
one-time exception for the local 
chapter of Habitat for Humanity.

John O’Keefe and Nan Flynn 
asked the town to reduce or elimi-
nate the connection fee for three 
homes they plan to build on a 
parcel on Wiggins Avenue which 
was donated to the organization. 

“We depend on the generosity 
of the community,” O’Keefe said. 
The local chapter builds one to two 
homes each year using donated 
labor and resources, including the 
labor of the intended homeowner, 
he said. 

The water and sewer commit-
tee recommended a one-time 20 
percent reduction in the standard 
residential connection fee, which 
reduces the $10,095 fee by about 
$2,000.

While council member Paul 
Jones noted he has volunteered his 
time for the organization, he said 
council had never reduced fees in 
the past because it would open the 
door to more requests.

Town manager Tom Saunders 
agreed, but suggested they could 
limit the request to one time. “We 
have people in town who want the 
water hookup but can’t afford the 
connection fee. It’s more the prec-
edent,” he said, noting council has 
denied other requests from organi-
zations building affordable hous-
ing.

“The raw costs are only a portion 
of the hook-up fees; there are also 
administration fees,” said Mayor 
Raymond Booth. “I support some 
mitigation for the Habitat folks...
the question is: Is it right to do it 
at all?”

Council member Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn made the motion to reduce 
hook-up fees by 20 percent for 
one time only. The motion passed, 
3-1, supported by Nunn, Randy 
Moubray and Johnny Smith. Jones 
voted against. Absent from the 
meeting were vice-mayor William 

LANCASTER—When residents 
of Lancaster County need emer-
gency medical treatment, they know 
they can count on the county’s rescue 
squad to respond.

However, the county’s ability to 
collect for the services from organi-
zations such as Medicare may not be 
as reliable.

Like Essex, Richmond and West-
moreland counties, Lancaster has 
been utilizing private sector compa-
nies for ambulance billing services, 
assistant county administrator Jack 
Larson informed supervisors last 
week.

Increasingly, all four counties are 
losing revenue due to a failure to 
follow up on collections in cases such 
as denials by Medicare, he said.

Each jurisdiction pays between 6 
and 8 percent of the total monthly 
collections to private vendors for this 
service, said Larson. However, the 
counties have decided they can do 
better by pooling resources. 

The board of supervisors agreed 
and voted unanimously, 5-0, to sign a 
memorandum of understanding with 
the other counties to jointly adminis-
ter an in-house regional billing pro-
gram operated out of the Northern 
Neck Planning District Commission 
(PDC). The approval is subject to 
participation by the other counties.

An initial appropriation of $25,000 
by each county will pay for start-up 
costs and it will be returned through 
collections, said Larson. Each county 
will be charged a fee of 5% of their 
respective collections during the 
three-year contract.

Historic White Marsh 
may be exempt from 
local real estate taxes

by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster to join
area rescue squad
billing consortium

Town council
allows a break
on utility fees

by Audrey Thomasson

COUNCIL, continued on page A2
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The Lancaster Players  

Presents 

“Art”
By Yasmina Reza

March 3, 4, 5, 10, 11 & 12 
Evenings

7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

March 13 Matinee
2:00pm Social Hour - 3:00pm Curtain

$20 for Adults

At The Playhouse in White Stone

Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776

E-mail: office@lancasterplayers.org
Visit: lancasterplayers.org 
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56th  Annual
Donation Dinner

Sponsored by the
You and I Class

 at Bethel  United  Methodist  Church
Fellowship  Hall • Route  201

           near Lively
Saturday,  March 19 • 5-7 pm

Coming Soon!

Smith and Shawn Donahue.
In other business, coun-

cil unanimously approved 
a $19,500 purchase of a 
small street sweeper for the 
Steptoe’s District and up to 
$20,000 for a used dump 
truck. 

Council set a public hear-
ing March 21 to address 
a proposed amendment 
regarding the digging or 
drilling of wells. The change 
would allow wells no deeper 
than 200 feet for irrigation 
purposes.

H E A T H S V I L L E —
Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission envi-
ronmental planner Stuart 
McKenzie last Thursday 
outlined four potential res-
ervoir sites in Northumber-
land for the county planning 
commission.

The sites include Crabbe 
Mill off Courthouse Road 
near Heathsville, Lodge 
Creek near Callao, Mill 
Creek near Wicomico 
Church and Sydnors Mill 
near Horsehead.

There are no structures 
within any of the reservoir 
inundation footprints and 
only one dwelling within 50 
feet of one, the Crabbe Mill 
site, said McKenzie. The 
least amount of development 
exists around the Mill Creek 
and Lodge Creek sites.

As with most creek beds 
in the county, each site is 
surrounded by steep topog-
raphy unsuitable for devel-
opment or farming and 
would benefit the county by 
being protected for possible 
future water needs, he said.

The depletion of the aqui-
fer used by the county by 
heavily populated southern 
Maryland and the West Point 
paper mill is beyond local 
control, said McKenzie. 

“I know our job is to plan 
for the future,” said commis-
sion member Alfred Fisher. 
“But has anyone sat down 
and given any numbers on 
what this would cost? I think 
it will be astronomical.”

“This is all very prelimi-
nary stuff,” said McKenzie. 
“Why am I talking about 
reservoirs? They are tied 
together with important nat-
ural areas. You may want to 
protect them all at the same 
time. We are trying to get 
you comfortable with this 
idea, but it is up to you.”

“Say we need the reser-
voirs,” said commission 
member Charles Williams. 
“Who is going to pay for it? 
What about compensating 
the landowners?”

“We think it might make 
good sense to set aside 
this land for sometime in 
the future,” said audience 
member and comprehen-
sive plan technical advisor 
Gregory Haugan of Heaths-
ville. “It is way too early 

L OT T S B U R G — T h e 
proposed 2011-12 Nor-
thumberland school budget 
presented by superinten-
dent Clint Stables Monday 
includes a 5.25 percent pay 
raise for teachers.

The raises will cost 
$519,160, according to Sta-
bles.

Additional health care 
costs of $58,216, estimated 
additional fuel and electric 
costs of $191,506 and the 
school census cost of $7,000 
add a total of $775,882 to 
school budget expenses, 
reported Stables.

He suggested deferring 
the purchase of two new 
school buses for a savings 
of $170,000. Debt service 
decreases will deduct an 
additional $58,565 from the 
next budget. Subtracting 
these savings would bring 
the budget increase down 
to $547,317. Stables noted 
the possible attrition of 
eight employees because of 
retirements could lower the 
budget increases further.

State sales tax revenues 
are projected to be up by 
an estimated $100,807, 

Waiting in the wind
High winds caused a tree to fall on power lines over Indian Valley Road in Northumberland 
County at about 4 p.m. February 25. Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department firefighters 
could only watch the smoldering tree as they waited for the power company to arrive 
and cut the electricity to the line, so they could clear the situation. The road was 
closed for over an hour. Power companies reported scattered outages throughout the 
region because of the gale-force winds. Photo by Starke Jett

L A N C A S T E R — Two 
people were killed and one 
seriously injured in a single-
vehicle crash Friday night 
in the 8700 block of Court-
house Road. 

At 9:35 p.m., Virginia 
State Police Trooper R. D. 

Two Lancaster residents
die in single-car accident

by Audrey Thomasson
Ward was called to the scene, 
approximately two-tenths of 
a mile south of Davis Mill 
Road.   

Christopher J. Allen, 29, 
of Weems and Franklin 
D. Laws, 25, of Lancaster 
were pronounced dead at 
the scene. Neither man was 
wearing a seatbelt, accord-
ing to the police report.

The driver, Rudolph 
P. Kenner II, 25, of Kil-
marnock, suffered serious 
nonlife-threatening injuries 
in the crash and was flown 
by med-flight to a Newport 
News hospital, according to 
the report. Kenner was not 
wearing a seat belt. 

According to the police 
report, a 2000 Ford Explorer 

was traveling westbound 
when it ran off the right side 
of the road and struck several 
trees. Allen and Laws were 
ejected from the vehicle.  

According to the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s 
Department log for February 
26, the accident was discov-
ered about 9:20 p.m. by an 
off-duty deputy on his way 
home from working at the 
jail. Two victims were found 
in the roadway; the third was 
still inside the vehicle.

The highway was closed 
to traffic from 9:50 p.m. 
until 5 a.m. while a State 
Police reconstruction team 
and the sheriff ’s depart-
ment completed an inves-
tigation.

Environmental planner
notes potential reservoir
sites in Northumberland

by Starke Jett to discuss any costs. There 
may not be a need for any 
reservoirs for another 50 
years. But it would be better 
to designate the sites as 
important now instead of 
after it is too late.”

An overlay could be used 
to designate the reservoir 
sites, suggested chairman 

George Kramda. 
Although the commission 

took no direct action on 
the issue, Kramda thanked 
McKenzie for the presen-
tation and said it is valu-
able information that will 
be considered during the 
upcoming comprehensive 
plan review and update.

Proposed school budget
includes raise for teachers

by Starke Jett but state educational fund-
ing is expected to decrease 
by $655,690, resulting in 
state educational funding 
being reduced overall by 
an estimated $554,883, he 
said. The composite index 
increase of two years ago 
will again be “held harm-
less,” or not imposed this 
year, saving the county an 
estimated $330,000.

Combining the reduced 
state funding figure and the 
estimated cost increases 
results in an estimated 
increase of $1,102,200 in 
local funding for the pro-
posed $15,556,249 total 
budget. 

For comparison, this year’s 
budget is $15,008,932. 
The 2009-10 budget was 
$15,644,929. The 2008-09 
budget was $15,631,509. 
The 2007-08 budget, the last 
one to include a teacher pay 
raise, also was $15,631,509.

Northumberland teachers 
have lobbied for a raise and 
will have another chance to 
voice their opinions on the 
proposed budget at a public 
hearing March 14. That 
meeting will be held at 6 
p.m. in the Northumberland 
Middle/High School audito-
rium. 

The school board must 
approve a budget by April 
1 to present it to the board 
of supervisors. According to 
the state code, the board of 
supervisors must approve a 
school budget by May 1.

OAK GROVE—A woman 
is dead following a single-
vehicle crash in Westmore-
land County that took place 
Wednesday, February 23, 
reported the Virginia State 
Police.

At 4:18 a.m., Virginia 
State Police Trooper J. L. 
Barrack was called to the 
scene on Kings Highway 
east of Meadow Lane. 

A 2001 Infiniti was trav-
eling eastbound on Kings 
Highway when the vehicle 
ran off the right side of 
the roadway and struck 
a tree.  The driver, Molly 
K. Nogrady, 20, of King 
George died at the scene.

The accident remains 
under investigation as 
authorities try to determine 
if  Nogrady was wearing 
her safety belt, according to 
state police news releases.

The Westmoreland 
County Sheriff’s Office 
assisted during the investi-
gation.  

Council
continued from page A1

King George 
woman dies
in vehicle crash

n Volunters needed
The Relay For Life of Lancaster/Northumberland is seek-

ing individuals that are energetic and passionate and  have a 
genuine interest in the issue of cancer to serve on the plan-
ning committee.  Contact Lisa Goodall at 804-397-9922 

n Delivery help
Bay Aging’s volunteer program, RSVP, is recruiting 

volunteers to help deliver pet food to Meals on Wheels 
recipients with pets. To volunteer,  call Dee Thomas at 
758-8853. 

AREA EVENTS

Submit news items to editor@rrecord. com
Submit advertising to mail@rrecord.com
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

FALL CRUISE SPECIAL
“Montreal to Boston”

Sept. 17-24, 2011
Enjoy Holland America’s luxury 5 

star Maasdam with stops at Quebec City, 
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, 

Halifax & Bar Harbor.
Prices start at only 
$1500 per person.

Call for details--Save $50 per cabin 
if booked before April 1.

Handling your chores so you can 
get back to enjoying life again.

Your Right Hand
Concierge Service & Home Management

Suzanne Shepherd, Brooks Stewart & Kendall Vickery

Call or e-mail us for more information
info@yourrighthandva.com

577.3166

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against nine individuals.
Felonies

Langdon J. Taylor, 44, of 
Blueberry Point Road was 
charged February 27 with 
construction fraud in Nor-
thumberland County.

Terrell L. Gilreath, 38, of 
Lumberlost Trail was charged 
February 28 with maiming/
DUI related.
Misdemeanors

A Riverwood Drive man, 
39, was charged February 22 
with nonsupport. 

A Peake Road man, 40, 
was charged February 22 
with driving without a license 
and driving suspended. 

A Hacks Neck Road man, 
29, was charged February 22 
with nonsupport.

A Wildflower Lane woman, 
48, was charged February 23 
with probation violation.

A Riverwood Drive man, 
39, was charged February 26 
with contempt of Northum-
berland court.

A School Street man, 27, 
was charged February 27 
with assault and battery.

A School Street man, 27, 
was charged February 28 
with nonsupport.
Activity report

Feb. 21: Staff received 
a child custody complaint 
involving parties in Middle-
sex, Kilmarnock and Nor-
thumberland and responded 
to a disturbance call on Peake 
Road. 

Feb. 22: Staff responded 
to a fight call (boyfriend/girl-
friend) in the 800 block of 
Nuttsville Road and received 
a larceny report from the 
4200 block of Irvington Road 
(metal table and chairs, deco-
rative metal basket, wooden 
stool, $822 loss). 

Feb. 23: Staff responded 
to a complaint of a suspicious 
female entering numerous 
yards on Grand Villa Drive, 
to a mental health emergency 
on James Lane, to a traffic 
accident at Rappahannock 
Drive and Shady Lane and to 

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks 
public assistance on a variety of items this 
week, including the whereabouts of John 
Staples II, as well as information regard-
ing two stolen outboard motors.

John Staples II, 34, is wanted for failure 
to appear on Lancaster Circuit Court in 
December 2010 for distribution of drugs. 
He is described as a black male with 
brown eyes and black hair. He is 6 feet tall 
and weighs 169 pounds. His last known 
address is 476 Lewis Lane in Heathsville. 
Warrants also are issued  in Pennsylvania. 

 On February 26, the  Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office took a report of a stolen 
outboard boat motor taken from 652 

Little Oyster Lane in White Stone. It is 
described as a 2008 Yamaha, 20 hp, out-
board, dark gray in color.

On February 21, the sheriff ’s office took 
a report of a stolen outboard boat motor 
taken from 257 Dymer Beach Rd. in 
White  Stone.

 Report information on the stolen boat 
motors or John Staples to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers at 462-7463. 
Your  call is not recorded on this line, you 
will not have to give your name, or appear 
in court.

If your information is  useful to law 
enforcement, you could receive a reward 
up to $1,000.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
LANCASTER COUNTY CRIME SOLVERS

a shots fired call in the area of 
Cherry Point Drive. 

Feb. 24:  Staff responded 
with animal control to a rac-
coon bite complaint on Ocran 
Road (animal was a pet).  

Feb. 25:  Staff received 
a complaint of shots fired 
in the 700 block of Otto-
man Ferry Road and notified 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation and Northern 
Neck Electric Cooperative of 
a dangerous tree overhang-
ing River Road near Belmont 
Drive.  Staff responded with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) 
to a single-vehicle accident 
involving two fatalities in the 
8700 block of Courthouse 
Road. The accident was dis-
covered at approximately 
9:20 p.m. by an off-duty jail 
deputy traveling home after 
work. Two victims were found 
in the roadway; a third was 
found inside the vehicle in the 
adjacent field.  Life-Evac was 
dispatched and transported 
Rudolph P. Kenner II, 25, of 
Kilmarnock, to a Richmond 
area hospital.  His condition 
is not known at this time by 
the sheriff’s office.  The high-
way was closed to traffic from 
approximately 9:50 p.m. until 
the VSP fatal accident recon-
struction team completed its 
investigation at about 5 a.m.  
The deceased victims were 
identified as Christopher J. 
Allen, 29, of Weems and 
Franklin D. Laws, 25, of Lan-

caster.  
Feb. 26:    Staff responded 

to a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint on School Street, 
received a complaint from a 
Lowery Creek Road resident 
of an attempted internet fraud 
incident, received a destruc-
tion of property complaint 
from a Sandlin Drive resi-
dent, and received a larceny 
report from Little Oyster 
Lane (2008 Yamaha outboard 
motor, $2,300 loss). 

Feb. 27:  Staff responded 
to a burglary and larceny 
from a shed on Lancaster 
Creek Drive (miscellaneous 
items located in the woods 
nearby) and responded to an 
assault and larceny in the 900 
block of Beanes Road.  

Staff also made 10 traffic 
stops during the week, issued 
four summonses, assisted 
one motorist, reported five 
deer strikes, investigated nine 
building alarms, processed 
one mental health order, 
logged nine inmate transports 
and fielded three calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock and White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments responded to electrical 
fires in the 100 block of North 
Main Street and on Brightwa-
ters Drive, and to a brush fire 
on Marigold Lane.

The Upper Lancaster and 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Departments responded to 

a power line fire on Gaines 
Road. The Upper Lancaster 
VFD also responded to a traf-
fic accident in the 8700 block 
of Courthouse Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles A. 
Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 21 individu-
als.
Felonies

Gregory Jay Baker, 51, was 
charged February 14 with 
breaking and entering with 
intent to commit a felony and 
grand larceny.

Lachoane Artea Palmer, 37, 
of Heathsville was charged 
February 15 with forcible 
sodomy on a child less than 
13  years of age.

Leonard William Dixon, 
41, of White Stone was 
charged February 22 with a 
probation violation.

Langdon Taylor, 44, of 
White Stone was charged 
February 27 with construc-
tion fraud.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 20, was 
charged February 14 with 
possession of alcohol under 
the age of  21.

A Kilmarnock man, 27, 
was charged February 14 
with assault and battery of a 
family or household member.

A Heathsville man, 49, was 
charged February 14 with 
telephone harassment.

An Heathsville man, 18, 
was charged February 15 with 

animal cruelty and failure to 
have a domesticated animal 
vaccinated.

A Farnham man, 28, was 
charged February 15 with 
assault and battery and curs-
ing in public.

A Heathsville man, 70, 
was charged February 16 
with animal cruelty.

A Reedville man, 25, was 
charged February 18 with 
misbehavior in the presence 
of the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court.

A Callao man, 18, was 
charged February 19 with 
driving while intoxicated.

A Heathsville man, 37, 
was charged February 19 
with appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A Burgess woman, 24, was 
charged February 19 with 
trespassing.

A Lottsburg woman, 46, 
was charged February 20 
with shoplifting.

A Farnham man, 50, was 
charged February 22 with 
assault and battery.

A Stafford man, 46, was 
charged February 24 with 
violating a protective order.

A Lottsburg man, 48, was 
charged February 24 with 
petit larceny.

A Lancaster man, 39, was 
charged February 26 with 
failure to appear in the Juve-
nile and Domestic Relations 
Court.

A  Heathsville man, 59, 
was charged February 26 
with assault and battery and 
appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A Tappahannock man, 27, 
was charged February 27 with 
failure to pay child support.
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KILMARNOCK—The 
Bay Aging board of direc-
tors on Friday agreed to 
launch an investigation into 
issues stemming from two 
reviews conducted last year 
by state agencies, according 
to board chairman Jimmie 
Carter. 

“The board and manage-
ment are taking the com-
ments in these reports 
seriously and have moved 
decisively to make sure that 
the public trust is being pro-
tected,” said Carter.

He noted board mem-
bers only recently were 
made aware of the reports, 
which were issued in July 
and August 2010. Copies 
were obtained last month by 
the Rappahannock Record 
and have been the subject 
of two articles explaining 
state agency findings and 
responses from Bay Aging 
officials. 

“The board intends to 
hire an impartial and cred-
ible investigation team...to 
review the reports by the 
state departments of Social 
Services and Housing and 
Community Development. 
The board was unanimous 
in their desire to have these 
independent evaluations 
conducted in a thorough and 
timely manner,” Carter said.

In July and August of 
2010, the Department of 
Social Services’ Office 
of Community Services 
(OCS) and the Department 
of Housing and Community 

Bay Aging board  to pursue investigation
by Audrey Thomasson Development (DHCD) con-

ducted end-of-year audits on 
taxpayer-funded programs 
at Bay Aging intended to 
help low-income families.

OCS was critical of the 
agency’s board of directors 
for not meeting its fiduciary 
duty in the following areas:

• not being involved or 
understanding agency finan-
cials;

• lack of oversight of 
Bay Aging president Allyn 
Gemerek in monitoring his 
use of credit cards or agency 
vehicle;

• a possible excessive 
compensation package 
($231,000) to Bay Aging’s 
president in relation to indus-
try standards or other agency 
employees;

• not conducting a formal 
evaluation of the president 
for 18 years; 

• the lack of a succession 
plan, and 

• continual use of the same 
auditing firm.

DHCD was critical of Bay 
Aging for:

• poor internal controls in 
allowing Gemerek, his wife 
and son to co-sign checks;

• not following proper pro-
curement procedures in pur-
chasing vehicles with grant 
monies;

• charges of 100 percent 
on milage when program 
records indicate it should 
only be charged 10 percent 
on the vehicle;

• overcharging the DHCD 
programs for up to 100 per-
cent of three employees and a 
consultant when records indi-

cated they also worked unre-
lated programs and for a for-
profit home building com-
pany, Bay Custom Homes;

• overcharging DHCD 
on the Glenns office space, 
moving charges, utilities and 
employees’ time, and

• warehouse space charged 
at double the rate indicated 
on the lease.

In the recent articles, 
Gemerek said many of the 
issues cited have already 
been resolved.   

Gemerek was present 
for the emergency meet-
ing Friday in Kilmarnock, 
but the 15-member board 
immediately went into 
closed session without 
Gemerek or his attorney, 
who was also present. 

When they reconvened in 
open session some two-and-
a-half hours later, treasurer 
Bill Reisner made a motion 
that “personnel and person-
nel matters discussed in 
closed session be approved 
by the board.” It was unani-
mously approved, and there 

was no further explanation.
The board’s attorney, B. 

H. B. Hubbard, said they did 
not need to state the sub-
stance of the motion because 
Bay Aging is a private non-
profit agency and not subject 
to the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA).

In a call later to the Vir-
ginia FOIA Advisory Coun-
cil established by the Gen-
eral Assembly, attorney Alan 
Gernhardt explained that 
if two-thirds of the agen-
cy’s funding is from public 
sources, Virginia code states 
“the motion must have its 
substance reasonably identi-
fied in the open session.”

Hubbard could not be 
reached for comment by 
deadline.

Neither Gemerek or his 
wife, vice president Mari-
lyn “Kay” Sheldon, were at 
work on Monday. Employees 
were told they are on leave 
for a family emergency, said 
Carter. 

Gemerek could not be 
reached for comment.

WHITE STONE—The town council will meet 
at 7 p.m. tonight (March 3) in the town office. 

Council will discuss renting office space in the 
back room of the town office. The room is not 
used by the town administrator, police department 
or council.

Council also will hear staff reports from the 
town manager, police chief and committees.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school 
board will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
fiscal year 2012 school budget at 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, March 8, at the administrative office at 2330 
Irvington Road.

The school board will take action on the budget 
during its regular monthly meeting Monday, 
March 14, at Lancaster Middle School.

 The proposed budget is available for review at 
lcs.k12.va.us.

 KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock plan-
ning commission will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 8, in town hall.

A public hearing will be held to consider a request 
from Charles Edward Dixon Jr. to rezone a parcel at 
132 Irvington Road from R-1, low density residential, 
to C-1, general commercial.

The property is in the mixed-use Steptoe’s District. 
No other items are on the agenda.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland 
board of supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 10, in the district courtroom in the 
courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heaths-
ville. Public hearings will begin at 7 p.m.

Hearings for March will address applications 
from:

• David and Marion Rowe to construct an addi-
tion to an existing dwelling at 153 Rowe Lane, 
a portion of which will be within the 50-foot 
resource protection area buffer along the Coan 
River.

• George and Elizabeth Hayden to construct a 
private storage building that will be the principal 
structure on their property near Sunnybank.

• Rebecca Worley to allow an existing addition 
at 1476 Shore Lane within the 50-foot resource 
protection area buffer along the Potomac River.

The Agenda
Local Government News

RICHMOND–No part of 
Virginia is immune from tor-
nadoes. They can hit at any 
time of the year and at any 
time of the day. 

To emphasize the neces-
sity of preparing and practic-
ing for tornadoes, Gov. Bob 
McDonnell has proclaimed 
March 15 as Tornado Pre-
paredness Day.

On that date, all Virginians 
can practice taking cover 
from tornadoes by partici-
pating in the annual State-
wide Tornado Drill at 9:45 
a.m. The drill is sponsored 
by the Virginia Department 
of Emergency Management 
and the National Weather 
Service (NWS).

To start the drill, the NWS 
will send a test tornado warn-
ing that will trigger a tone 
alert and broadcast message 
on NOAA Weather Radio, 
simulating what listeners will 
hear during an actual tornado 
warning. This will prompt 
radio and television stations 
to broadcast a tone and mes-
sage.

When the test tornado 
warning is sounded, people 
should move as quickly as 
possible to a previously des-
ignated tornado-safe area in 
their building.  Safe areas are 
basements, interior rooms, 
bathrooms, closets or hall-
ways on the lowest level of a 
building.  In choosing a safe 
area, stay away from win-
dows.  Once in the safe area, 
crouch down or sit on the 
floor, facing down, and cover 
heads with hands.   

To get complete instruc-
tions for conducting a tor-
nado drill and to register, visit 
vaemergency.com.  Registra-
tion is voluntary, and about 

760,000 Virginians already 
have signed up, indicating 
their intention to participate.   

“Everyone needs to know 
what to do if a tornado warn-
ing is issued for their area,” 
said Michael Cline, state 
coordinator for the Virginia 
Department of Emergency 
Management.  “Every 
family, business and school 
should hold a tornado drill at 
least once a year. The more 
we practice, the better we 
can respond during an emer-
gency.  And everyone needs 
access to NOAA Weather 
Radio.”

NOAA Weather Radios 
with SAME alerts are avail-
able at electronics and sport-
ing goods stores, discount and 
department stores, and online.  
Some have strobe lights for 
the hearing impaired. They 
come in battery-powered 
models, and many also have 
AM/FM bands.

“NOAA Weather Radio is 
the fastest way to get a tor-
nado warning,” said Bill Sam-
mler, NWS warning coordi-
nation meteorologist. “This 
network of radio stations 
broadcasts weather data from 
the nearest National Weather 
Service office. When a tor-
nado warning is issued, the 
Weather Radio sounds an 
alarm followed by informa-
tion on where the storm is, 
which way it’s moving, and 
telling people in its path to 
take cover. This radio could 
be a lifesaver.”

During the past three years, 
62 tornadoes struck the Com-
monwealth, injuring more 
than 220 citizens and causing 
nearly $48 million damage to 
homes, businesses and other 
property.

Governor proclaims 
March 15 as Tornado 
Preparedness Day
in the Commonwealth

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with 
a copy of the Rappahannock Record!

paper and online 
subscriptions • 435-1701

Still Surfin’, a Beach Boys tribute band, brought a hint of summer surf, hot rods and babes to Kilmarnock last 
Saturday.  The annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department concert fund-raiser drew a large crowd of classic 
rock and roll fans. From left are Matt Miller, Rob Isele, Matthew Grosse, Cal Everett and Jorge Bernardo. KVFD 
president Tom Jones, chief Bennie Balderson and Kilmarnock Mayor Raymond Booth welcomed the crowd and 
the band. Jones issued a special thank-you to the show sponsors, as well as the many volunteers who devoted time 
and resources, including Sandy Spears of Lancaster Middle School, Bil Cronheim of Enterainment Systems, Randy 
Kellum, Neil Marsh, Jan Williams of Fatt Catt Productions, Hair Design Studio, Sandie Turner, Johnny Kemp, Ray 
Pittman, Noblett Propane and Appliance and KVFD members. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Fun, fun, fun
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*The Union Reunion Referral Program: Existing Customer: We will pay a $50 referral award for a new Personal or Business Checking Account to an existing customer after we verify that the new customer you 
referred opened a new Checking Account and met the other terms of the offer. The value of the referral award will be reported to the IRS as taxable income. New Customer: You must present your Referral 
Program form at the time of account opening. If you open a Personal or Business Checking Account, you will receive a $50 referral award  if you set up and post a direct deposit of at least $100 a month or use 
your debit card to make fi ve or more store purchases within 90 days of account opening. All accounts are subject to our normal approval process. The value of the referral award will be reported to IRS as taxable 
income. All Business Checking Accounts, excluding public funds are eligible for the Referral Program. Eligibility: You must be a new customer of Union First Market Bank. Offer not available to individuals or 
businesses that were signers of any Union First Market Bank Checking account that closed in the last six months, and employees of Union First Market Bank and its affi liates. This offer cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Referral Payment: You must have a Union First Market Bank Checking Account in good standing at the time of payment to receive the referral award. We will pay the referral payment to you by 
crediting your Checking Account within 90  days of account opening and once the terms of the offer have been met. This offer may be changed or withdrawn at any time and we reserve the right to determine at 
our sole discretion the eligibility of new customers and existing customers. We also reserve the right to disqualify referrals in circumstances where we reasonably believe they were not made in good faith. We 
value our customer’s privacy and we are unable to give out the identity of customers who have opened an account. If you want to know who has opened a Checking Account, please ask your friends.

Member 

FDIC

Introduce your best bank
 to your best friend.

You want the best for your friends, right?  

We have a proposition that's good for them 

and for you.  If you like banking at Union, do 

your friends a favor: invite them to a Union 

Reunion. If they open a checking account, 

we'll make it worthwhile for everyone.

That's right, we'll give each of you $50!* 

Everybody wins:  both of you will get 

rewarded, your friend will have a great new 

bank, and we'll have a great new customer.  

Just fi ll out the referral form below, and 

introduce your friends to Union. We'll 

handle the rest. After all, isn't that what 

friends are for?

 1-800-990-4828 ■ bankatunion.com

The Union Reunion Referral Program

$50 for you. $50 for your friends.

Is it so wrong to love a bank?

To make a referral, complete this form and give it to a friend. After they 
open a new checking account with either a direct deposit made or fi ve 
debit card purchases, we’ll credit both of your accounts with $50 each!

Send completed forms to Retail Operations on a weekly basis.

Your Name

Address

Phone (           )

Referring My Friend:

For bank use only: New Cust. Acct. No:

Date Opened:      Teammate:   

Branch:                           Exist. Cust. Acct. No:

Rapp Record BW 3-3-11 8.312x10.5.indd   1 2/22/11   11:46:49 AM
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For That Very 
Important 

Social Event!
Please call Patsy Self to see 

what we can offer you. 
Private waterfront estate. 75-100 people 

inside, 500+ tent. Use your caterer or 
we can arrange. Call today to book your 

special event! Spectacular Sunsets! 

804.366.6764

H E A T H S V I L L E —
Charles A. “Chuck” Wilkins, 
53, of Village recently 
announced his campaign 
for re-election as Sheriff of 
Northumberland County.

Sheriff Wilkins is in his 
27th year of service to the 
county. He has served as 
a Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education (DARE) instruc-
tor for 18 years.

Wilkins received the 2005 
Award for Public Service by 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
Eastern District of Virginia, 
for investigations involving 
fraud.

He served on the Gover-
nor’s Task Force for Child 
Death Investigations, admin-
istered by the office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner.

He also developed and 
supervised the Safe and 
Secure program, Project 
Lifesaver, Neighborhood 
Watch, TRIAD, School 
Resource Officer Program, 
and DARE elementary, 
middle school, and parent 
programs.

Wilkins is a graduate of 
the Rappahannock Regional 
Criminal Justice Academy 
and a graduate of the Lead-
ership Institute of Public 
Service at Rappahannock 
Community College. Most 
recently he graduated from 
the Rural Executive Man-
agement Institute conducted 
by the National Center for 
Rural Law Enforcement.

Wilkins also has com-
pleted training in hostage 
and crisis negotiations 
through the FBI, advanced 
arson investigations through 
the Virginia Fire Marshall, 
advanced internet investi-
gations through the David 

GLEBE POINT—Greg 
Keyser recently announced 
that he is running for sheriff 
in Northumberland County.

A lifelong resident of 
Northumberland County, 
Keyser, along with his wife 
and their daughters, live in 
Glebe Point.

Keyser started with the 
Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office in 1993 
and graduated from Law 
Enforcement Basic class 
in 1994. In 2000, he was 
promoted to investigator 
where his duties included 
the investigation of major 
crimes and the origination 
of the Northumberland 
County Crime Solvers.

In 2002, he was promoted 
to captain and attended the 
Virginia Forensic Science 

Academy School of Crime 
Scene Technology (59th 
session). In 2007, he was 
re-assigned from investi-
gations to the supervision 
of the daily operations of 
the Sheriff’s Office and its 
employees. He is currently 
employed in this capacity.

Keyser is a life member 
of Fairfields Volunteer Fire 
Department (joined 1986) 
and the Northumberland 
County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad (joined 1991).

“Over the course of the 
last several months, I have 
been encouraged by many 
members of the commu-
nity to run for sheriff,” said 
Keyser. “These members 
of the community have put 
their trust in my ability to 
run the Sheriff’s Office 

MONTROSS—In the 
early morning hours of 
March 1, 2008, Virginia 
State Police Senior Trooper 
O. B. Moody was called 
to the scene of a fatal hit-
and-run crash on Route 3, 
approximately one-tenth of 
a mile west of Route 612.  

At 5:24 a.m., Virginia 
State Police responded to 
the scene and found the 
victim, Emma J. Johnson, 
65, deceased. 

The State Police Acci-
dent Reconstruction Team 
assisted in the investigation 
and evidence collection 
along with special agents 
with the Virginia State 
Police Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation, Richmond 
Field Office. 

Several witnesses who 
discovered Mrs. Johnson 
were interviewed and evi-
dence was submitted to the 
Department of Forensic 

Science for analysis.  
“We know that some-

one in the community has 
information which will lead 
us to the suspect and the 
suspect vehicle,” said First 
Sgt. James G. Ashworth, 
of the Virginia State Police 
Warsaw Field Office, “We 
are asking for the public to 
provide us with more details 
on what they may have seen 
early that morning. The 
smallest detail can help 
solve this case and give the 
Johnson family closure.”  

Over the past three years, 
the Virginia State Police 
has continued to follow up 
on all information received 
in this case. All informa-
tion is confidential.  Report 
related information to the 
Virginia State Police Divi-
sion I Dispatch Center 
at 804-553-3445, or the 
Warsaw Field Office at 
804-333-3800.  

State Police seek help
to develop new leads
in 2008 fatal hit-and-run

Keyser to seek election as 
sheriff in Northumberland

Greg Keyser

fairly, impartially, and with 
an open mind. For these rea-
sons I have decided to run 
for sheriff.”

If elected there are sev-

eral steps he will take to 
make the sheriff ’s office 
more efficient, user friendly 
and more pro-active in the 
community, he said. These 
include, but are not limited 
to, State Accreditation, up-
to-date policies and proce-
dures, a functioning Sher-
iff ’s Office website, and a 
Citizens Advisory Group. 
“In addition, I will also 
strive to enhance our work-
ing relationships with all 
local and state law enforce-
ment agencies,” said Keyser. 
“These are but a few steps I 
feel will benefit the citizens 
of Northumberland County.” 
Citizens may contact Keyser 
at votegregkeyser@yahoo.
com, or visit his Facebook 
page, Greg Keyser for Sher-
iff.

Sheriff Wilkins to seek
re-election in November

Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins

Vine Institute, general 
instructors courses through 
the Virginia Department of 
Criminal Justices Services, 
DARE instructor training 
through the Virginia Depart-

ment of Education, Class 
Action instructor through 
the office of the Attorney 
General, ground search and 
rescue through the Virginia 
Department of Emergency 
Services, Certified drug 
eradication flight observer 
through the Virginia Army 
Air National Guard, fraud 
and crimes against the 
elderly investigations and 
prevention, school safety 
and assessment through the 
Center for School Safety 
DCJS, and the national inci-
dent management system 
through FEMA.

He is a life member of the 
Callao Volunteer Rescue 
Squad since 1974 and Callao 
Volunteer Fire Department 
since 1976. Before coming 
to work with the Sheriff’s 
Office, he worked for six 

years with the City of Rich-
mond Bureau of Fire as 
a firefighter with Ladder 
Co. 3, Engine Co. 23 and 
Engine Co. 18.

Wilkins is a 1976 gradu-
ate of Northumberland High 
School. He and his wife, 
Tammy Rice Wilkins, have 
been married for 27 years. 
Their daughter, Amanda, 
will receive her master’s 
in special education from 
James Madison University 
in May. Their son, Andrew, 
works for the Richmond 
County Emergency Ser-
vices and is working toward 
paramedic at Rappahan-
nock Community College.

Wilkins is an active 
member of Melrose United 
Methodist Church and he 
and his wife served as youth 
directors for six years.            

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

R I C H M O N D — G o v. 
Bob McDonnell recently 
announced an enhanced 
Virginia Business One Stop 
(BOS) website to serve the 
needs of new, existing and 
small-business entrepre-
neurs. 

 The site, bos.virginia.gov, 
now propagates registra-
tion information to six state 
agencies that commonly 
serve businesses in Virginia 
including the Department 
of Taxation, Department of 
General Services, Depart-
ment of Professional and 
Occupational Regulation, 
the Virginia Employment 
Commission, the Depart-
ment of Business Assis-
tance and the Department 
of Minority Business Enter-
prise.

 BOS is designed to sup-
port economic development 
and job creation by giving 
easy access to both state and 
federal  resources. Informa-
tion is targeted to:

• considering a business.
• starting a business.
• operating a business.
• expanding a business.
• representing out-of-state 

companies who want to 
learn about specific advan-
tages Virginia has to offer 
and the path to operating in 
Virginia.

State enhances
existing website
serving business
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This column is not the first time I shall 
have written about Claudia William-

son, a lady of great God-given talent 
and good, who spent her nursing career 
caring for the sick, and making life better 
for those in need. She died last week, the 
day before her 71st birthday, leaving an 
incalculable void in the life of the lower 
Northern Neck. My experience in getting 
to know Claudia was but a microcosm of 
how she came to know and serve people 
from all walks of life.

In 1987, three years after I commenced 
writing this item, the late Dr. John Black-
more, our then local visiting dermatolo-
gist, sent me over to Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital to have minor surgery for a 
small benign spot, which he wanted gone 
despite it being quite inconsequential. I 
was an outpatient, and only there for two 
hours. My friend, J. P. Conley, kindly 
drove me to the hospital and waited to 
drive me home. The whole procedure was 
so fast that it seemed to be over almost 
before it began.

As I recounted in a column those many 
years ago, Claudia was my nurse that day, 
and it proved to be the first of many times 
that I should meet her over the next 24 
years. Although my trip to the operating 

room was insignificant in the broader 
course of other folks’ illnesses, Claudia 
gave her all to care for me both properly 
and cheerfully.

She was a person who exuded peace 
and happiness. I soon found that she was 
gifted as a medical pro-
fessional, and blessed 
with the type personal-
ity that put her patients 
at ease and actually 
made them happy to 
be with her. While pre-
paring me for the pro-
cedure before the sur-
geon arrived, we chat-
ted as she went about 
her work. Perhaps it 
was a manifestation of 
her unique ability to 
get the patient ready, 
but I enjoyed talking 
with her to such an extent that I virtually 
forgot about the operation.

When it was over, she stayed with 
me until I was discharged, and I left 
with indelible memories of that dedi-
cated woman and how she carried out 
her duties. Whenever we met again, she 
made time to speak, and ask for my com-

ings and goings. In short, we became 
good friends, to the extent that we both 
almost forgot about the circumstances in 
which we first met.

A couple of years later Claudia was 
enthusiastic about opening a bed and 

breakfast inn at her 
home. That activ-
ity was typical of 
her desire to get to 
know people and be 
of service to them. 
She told me about 
getting started, and 
I told her to count 
on me to recom-
mend her establish-
ment to one and all, 
which I did when-
ever anyone asked 
me where to stay in 
Kilmarnock.

During the course of the last near-quar-
ter-century, I never saw Claudia without a 
broad smile on her face. She always was 
happy, bursting with life, and eager to 
share her time and her talents with others. 
She followed my progress from bachelor-
hood to marriage and family with great 
interest, and would refer to my children 

as the “B.E.s” when we spoke.
The last time I saw her was at Lindy 

and Starke Jett’s wedding last June. She 
was bustling about in complete control of 
the situation, cutting the cake, and seeing 
that each wedding guest was served a 
perfectly proportioned piece. Not long 
thereafter she, who brought peace to so 
many facing sickness, received a sad 
diagnosis herself, which she kept quiet 
until after Christmas not to depress her 
friends with the news.  

Claudia was a very predictable person. 
All who knew her, knew she would be 
someone who would see the best in every 
individual and in every situation. She had 
a defining imprint on her friends, leav-
ing them with clear memories of who 
she was and how she lived her own life. 
She was a real delight to know, and for 
innumerable people along the path of her 
own life, she made difficult times better 
because they crossed paths with her. For 
the Northern Neck she was our own, 
made-to-order Florence Nightengale, the 
nurse who never stopped giving to her 
fellow human beings.

Claudia Louise Burnett Williamson, 
February 23, 1940, – February 22, 2011.  
R.I.P.

During the course of the 
last near-quarter-century, 
I never saw Claudia with-
out a broad smile on her 
face. She always was happy, 
bursting with life, and 
eager to share her time and 
her talents with others.

Focal Point

This bucket of oysters from the Corrotoman River made a gourmet lunch for a 
group of masons working on a new home in Lancaster County.

Photo by Garnett Fisher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Richard Stuart 

The final week of the 2011 
General Assembly session 
was spent completing work 
on the remaining bills under 
consideration.

 In addition to the ongoing 
negotiations over potential 
amendments to the 2010-12 
Biennial Budget, two pieces 
of legislation that have been 
matters of contention for 
many years received the 
most attention.

Protecting the prop-
erty rights of Virginians 
by restricting the eminent 
domain powers of govern-
ment has been a major issue 
this session. Gov. McDon-
nell, Lt. Gov. Bolling, Attor-
ney General Cuccinelli, and 
the Republican Caucuses of 
the Senate and the House 
supported a Constitutional 
amendment to provide new 
protections for the property 
rights of Virginians.

The House approved a 
proposed amendment, but 
the prospects for the measure 
were much more challeng-
ing in the Senate.  Just two 
weeks ago, Senate Republi-
cans had to invoke a parlia-
mentary maneuver that had 
not been tried in decades just 
to get the Senate to consider 
the amendment. That effort 
failed on an 18-to-22 party-
line vote, with all Senate 
Democrats voting against 
having the Senate even hear 
the bill.

This week, the results 
were different. When the 
House version of the amend-
ment, House Joint Resolu-
tion 693 (HJ 693), came to 
the Senate, it was approved 
by a one-vote margin by 
the same subcommittee that 
had previously rejected the 
Senate version.  Then, it was 
approved by another one-vote 
margin by the Senate Privi-
leges and Elections Commit-
tee, which two weeks before 

had refused to even hear the 
Senate version.

On Tuesday, the Senate 
approved HJ 693 by a vote 
of 35-to-5, with 17 Senate 
Democrats joining the 18 
Senate Republicans who had 
supported the amendment. 
As with all proposed Con-
stitutional amendments, the 
measure has to be approved 
by the General Assembly 
again next year, and then will 
be put before the voters.

The approval of an 
amended version of Senate 
Bill 924 was a testimony to 
legislative perseverance and 
persistence. Twenty years 
ago, then-Delegate and now 
Sen. Emmett Hanger of 
Augusta sponsored a bill to 
require abortion clinics meet 
the same standards as facili-
ties that perform outpatient 
surgical procedures.  

Regardless of your views 
on abortion, requiring facili-
ties that perform this proce-
dure to be safe and in accord 
with appropriate health 
standards just makes sense. 
Most states already require 
abortion clinics to adhere to 
standards similar to the ones 
being proposed in Virginia. 
Yet, this measure has been 
thwarted at some point in the 
process every year it came 
before the General Assem-
bly.

The Senate Education and 
Health Committee killed 
both the House and Senate 
versions of the proposal on 
10-to-5 party-line votes, 
preventing the measure 
from coming to the Senate 
floor for a vote. But, those 
supporting the measure in 
the House placed the bill’s 
provisions onto another bill 
that deals with the delivery 
of healthcare services as an 
amendment. That meant the 
measure was brought directly 
to the Senate floor for a vote, 

without having to go back to 
the Senate Committee.

The bill passed in dramatic 
fashion, with two Demo-
cratic Senators joining all 18 
Republicans in voting for the 
bill. Lt. Gov. Bolling cast a 
rare vote to break the tie in 
favor of approval. The bill is 
headed to Gov. McDonnell’s 
desk, and he has indicated 
his intention to sign it.  

With session ending, I’ll 
be returning to my District 
office in Montross.  You can 
contact us there at 804-493-
8892, or by email at dis-
trict28@senate.virginia.gov.

I recently introduced legislation to ease the burden on 
individuals and families taking advantage of telework, by 
proposing an annual tax credit for qualified teleworking 
expenses.

More and more, folks have acquired equipment and 
upgraded technology to create a work environment in their 
homes, and the expenses can add up quickly. With all of the 
benefits of telework, I believe it’s important to make it easier 
for working individuals to benefit from the flexibilities of 
today’s technologies.

Telework can increase worker productivity and reduce 
traffic congestion by getting cars off the road. A study by 
the National Science Foundation found that teleworking 
increased productivity by 87%, and the U.S. Census Bureau 
reported that 73% of teleworkers felt they accomplished 
more work on telework days than when they were in the 
office.

Additionally, telework can provide for continuity of opera-
tions in the case of a regional or national security issue, or 
inclement weather, such as the recent “thundersnow” storm. 
Telework is not the only solution to these issues, but provides 
an element of flexibility when it’s needed most, especially in 
the cases where safety is top priority.

Department of Defense (DoD) Secretary Robert Gates 
and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Admiral Michael Mullen 
recently testified in front of the committee on the coming 
year’s defense budget. 

I have concerns about some of the recent decision-making 
at DoD, and will continue to monitor the provisions within 
the defense budget and other related legislation as it makes 
its way through Congress this spring. 

The top legislation in the House last week was the bill to 
fund the federal government for the remaining seven months 
of the fiscal year.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

I recently attended a 
public meeting announcing 
the proposed No Discharge 
Zones for rivers and creeks 
in Lancaster County.

It should be made clear 
that it is already illegal to 
discharge untreated waste. 
This new law will only 
affect a small percentage 
of boats that use Type I or 
II Coast Guard approved 
marine sanitation devices 
to discharge treated waste.  
DEQ contends this treated 
waste affects water quality, 
although tested levels from 
these devices are far below 
sewage plant requirements.

When asked how many 
boats use Type I or II 
devices, the DEQ represen-
tative didn’t answer. When 
asked if they knew that two 
of four pumpouts in Lan-
caster are closed during 
winter and deep draught 
boats can’t access the third, 
they said they didn’t know. 
When asked what it costs 
to write the NDZ appli-
cation, they stated they 
received $125,000 in stim-
ulus money. When asked 
the cost to implement this 
new regulation, they didn’t 
know.  When asked what 
effect this new law would 
have on water quality, they 
could not quantify and 
simply stated “it couldn’t 
hurt.”

I contend that it does 
hurt. It wastes money. I 
am for clean water. I am 
opposed to wasting money 
on projects with no measur-
able effect. There are better 
methods.

They could create more 
pumpout stations or encour-
age boaters to install Type 
I or II devices that have a 
lower discharge than the 
facilities they would have 

Quit 
wasting money

to pump into. They could 
enforce laws already on the 
books. They could put the 
money toward eliminating 
land-based sources, by their 
own admission the real 
source of the pollution.

Whether or not you are a 
boater, this affects the use 
of your money. Let your 
representatives know that 
you are tired of useless 
laws that take your taxpayer 
dollars to implement and 
enforce.

Kathy Bearden,
Lancaster

Responding to the utterly 
bizarre letter last week 
entitled “It’s no disgrace 
to treat others kindly,” the 
author wrote that I was 
“declaring jihad against 
the utilization of school 
resource officers…”

He attacked me and my 
son; additionally, patron-
ized me with parenting 
tips on “civility, kindness 
and decorum,” charac-
teristics sorely lacking in 
his ignorant and arrogant 
assault.

 I attended the school 
board meeting to speak 
concerning the issues 
of zero tolerance and 
school resource officers 
because of a young man 
by the name of Andrew in 
Fredericksburg, a ninth-
grade honor student and 
a member of the Junior 
ROTC.

 Just before Christmas, 
Andrew disassembled a 
writing pen in class to 
“shoot” Styrofoam balls 
at a classmate. Charged 
with assault, Andrew was 
kicked out of school for 
the rest of the school year 
and ordered into a year-
long course in anger man-
agement. I also referenced 
my son being falsely 
accused of using “abusive 
language” which would 
have saddled him with a 
criminal record.

 Andrew’s situation was 
an example of criminal-
izing childish behavior. I 
pointed out that since the 
Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office is within two 
minutes of the high school 
it seems unnecessary for 
county taxpayers to foot 
the bill for a full time 
deputy at the high school.

 The reporter covering 
this meeting focused like 
a laser on my family’s 
personal aside, appar-
ently finding my family’s 
situation more titillating 
than the tragedy of young 
Andrew as evidenced by 
the voluminous material 
published, which was not 
presented by me.

 As the author accused 
me of having an “agenda,” 
I would state that if I do it 
is to speak out against the 
injustice of turning our 
children’s normal behav-
ior into criminal activity 
and our schools and our 
nation into a police state.

 Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Clarifying school
board presentation

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
Divorced, white, 

50-something, Christian, 
professional male seeks 
compatible female for 
courtship, romance, possi-
ble long-term relationship, 
even marriage.

That’s right. After con-
siderable thought and pro-
crastination, I’ve decided 
to  follow that suggestion 
from way back and take a 
more positive approach to 
finding a mate.

Instead of listing all of 
the things I’m looking 
for in a main squeeze, I’ll 
share some of my likes 
and personal characteris-
tics in an attempt to entice 
a potential companion.

We’ll start with a list of 
my “likes,” in no particu-
lar order:

• sex.
• most music.
• concerts.
• dancing.
• public radio.
• billiards.
• church.
• blondes.
• cooking.
• dining out.
• movies.
• plays.
• reading.
• puzzles.
• sleeping.
• brunettes.
• zoos.
• hiking.
• camping.
• sailing.
• fishing.
• geocaching.
• spelunking.
• breakfast.
• beaches.
• mountains.
• conversation.
• current events.
• museums.
• art galleries.
• time with family.
• children.
• redheads.
• lunch.
• dogs.
• relaxing outdoors.
• snuggling.
• high school sports.
• attending professional 

sporting events.
• working.
• writing.
• research.
• photography.
• lectures.
• massages.
• back rubs.
• chocolate.
• entertaining.
• dinner.
• holiday gatherings.
• family reunions.
• small parties.
• gardening.
• antiques.
• shopping.
In future installments 

we’ll take a look at those 
traits which make me 
an ideal candidate for a 
mate.

Meanwhile, any ladies 
who think they might like 
to participate in any of the 
above activities with me, 
leave a message at 804-
580-0658.  
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Be prepared for your future with a Bank of Lancaster IRA

College, a family, retirement, travel… open a tax-deferred or tax-free 

IRA today and you’ll be ready. Your savings will grow safe and secure, 

FDIC-insured, with no set-up or custodial fees. Roth, traditional, 

non-working spouse, rollover—there’s an IRA for practically every need. 

Come in today for a more secure tomorrow.

BURGESS • CALL AO • COLONIAL BEACH • HEATHSVILLE • KILMARNOCK • MONTROSS • WARSAW • WHITE STONE

Your Complete Financial Services PrYY oviderrrYour Complete Financial Services Provider

Customer Care Center:

(804) 435-1171

Or Toll Free: (800) 435-1140

www.bankofl ancaster.com

Member FDIC

Lancaster County
School Board 

Will hold a Public Hearing for the citizens of 
Lancaster County to give their priorities for the 
qualifications of a New School Superintendent.

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 at 5:30 p.m.
School Board Office
Conference Room

2330 Irvington Road, Weems, VA 22576

The School Board will make available a survey 
related to superintendent criteria, through the 
Instant Alert system and on the school’s website 
at www.lcs.k12.va.us. Extra copies of the survey 
will also be available at all schools and at the 
school board office. Please return all surveys by 
March 8, 2011.

LANCASTER COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

Lancaster County 
School Board Budget Hearing

Tuesday, March 8, 2011
6:30 p.m.

School Board Office Conference Room3t

In Del. Pollard’s response 
to my letter expressing my 
concern over his inabil-
ity to vote for protecting 
unborn children (HB1440, 
2011) and his votes to usurp 
parental authority (HB2782, 
2001; HB1403,2004), he 
pointed out three issues: 
his inconsistency and the 
Christian value of honesty. 
As a constituent, I simply 
ask, “Does his record reflect 
these?”

Del. Pollard’s 2002-03 
record includes voting 
against defunding highly 
profitable Planned Par-
enthood (Budget 4-5.05); 
against a bill which would 
have required state health 
clinicians inform parents if 
their minor child receives 
medical attention (HB1499, 
2003); against the prohibi-
tion of teaching sodomy 
to school children (HB88 
2002); against improving 
health and safety standards 
at abortion clinics (HB2367, 
2003).

 His 2004-05 record 
includes voting against the 
Marriage Amendment to 
the Virginia Constitution 
(HJ586, 2005); and against 
the Fetal Pain Relief bill (HB 
1524, 2004) which would 
have required anesthesia be 
administered before abor-
tions performed on unborn 
children during the second 
and third trimesters.

In 2009, he voted against 
the Informed Consent Fetal 
Pain bill (HB2634, 2009) 
which would have required 
abortion centers to provide 
information concerning 
possibility that unborn chil-
dren feel pain. 

In politics, consistency 
is the result of being prin-
cipled. I do not believe a 
record like this, regardless 
of how ever many “right” 
votes there are, is one that 
is rooted in values that are 
unshakable and I find noth-
ing dishonest about disclos-
ing it to voters.

Terry Beatley,
Lancaster

Rebuttal 
to a response

February is declared as 
Black History Month.

Take a survey of the three 
schools in Lancaster County. 
You might be surprised at 
the extremely low number 
of black teachers here.

Let’s make a necessary 
change in Lancaster and 
hire more black teachers.

Let’s make every month 
in Lancaster County a Black 
History Month. A change 
needs to come.

Roseve Moody,
Kilmarnock

Time for a change

The Centennial Reagan 
Day Dinner, sponsored by the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club 
March 6, will feature some 
interesting items in its “silent 
auction.”

The dinner is $50 per 
person. For reservations, call 
Joan Blackstone at 435-6464.

Speakers will include Rep. 
Wittman, former Governor 
and U.S. Sen. George Allen, 
and Sen. Richard Stuart. 
Bishop E. W. Jackson will 
give the invocation.

For the auction, Rep. Witt-
man has donated a certificate 
for lunch and a tour of the 
U.S. Capitol. Sen. Stuart has 
given a lunch and a tour at the 
Virginia State Capitol, said 
Carol Dawson.

Media Services has donated 
a package including a choice 
of either a personal website 
including two or three pages, 
with the winner providing 

his own domain, a social 
media package, or a multi-
media website upgrade, said 
Dawson.

Another interesting item 
is a collection of political 
memorabilia from the Eisen-
hower era. There are “Ike” 
jewelry and campaign pins, as 
well as political lapel buttons, 
she said. Rare and collectible 
badges from one of the Eisen-
hower inaugurals are to be 
auctioned.

Also included are a signed 
copy of Decision Points, by 
George W. Bush, and a signed 
copy of America by Heart, by 
Sarah Palin.

Of special interest is a 
watercolor print of the Blue 
Room in the White House, a 
gift from the Reagans to their 
White House staff.

There are books on Ronald 
Reagan, Ronald Reagan 100 
years, a pictorial biography, 
and Rendezvous with Destiny 
by Craig Shirley.

Reagan Day Dinner
to include silent auction

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the March 3, 1911, 

issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Virginia Oysters
The oysters of the Chesapeake Bay 

are known to be the best in the world 
and men, women and children have 
been eating them to their comfort 
and enrichment for generations with-
out number. But “competition” has 
sprung up and in this thrifty age com-
petition often strives to be the death 
of trade. It balks at nothing that will 
injure the competitor. The assaults 
upon the character of the Virginia 
oyster are for revenue only. They are 
commercial and disreputable and such 
defamation ought to be actionable at 
law.

However, the Virginia oyster has 
nothing to fear about courts investi-
gation. It is above reproach and the 
inspectors, both State and National, 
who have but recently examined both 
the oyster and the waters which it 
inhabits have pronounced both to be 
pure and altogether beyond criticism.

But the slander has been industri-
ously circulated and the report of the 
experts should be advertised accord-
ingly.

Boat Notes
Following a quarrel on board the 

steamer Jacob Lukenbach, which was 
in dock in Baltimore, Anton Fuchs, 
an Austrian seaman, was shot and 
probably fatally wounded by Edward 
Keane, quartermaster of the vessel.

Take the free passenger steamers 
leaving White Stone wharf 7 a.m. 
next Friday (stopping at Irvington, 
Weems, Merry Point and Millenbeck) 
and go over to Urbanna to push the 
West Point railroad movement and 
learn something about the boys corn 
club enterprise. Governor Mann and 
other noted speakers will sure to be 
there. No lip-up on this, mark you.

White Stone
Captain James W. Gresham, the 

efficient first officer on steamer 
Lancaster, accompanied by his wife, 
spent last week with relatives near 
here. Mr. and Mrs. Gresham spent a 
few weeks sight seeing and with the 
latter’s relatives at the North before 
coming here.

Miss Lottie Bellows near here was 
indisposed a day or so the past week.

Miss Bettie Smith is visiting her 
niece, Mrs. D.H.B. Hubbard.

Andrew Mercer entertained several 

of his friends on Wednesday evening 
last.

Mrs. Trimbell spent several weeks 
with her sister, Mrs. John Woodward.

Ottoman
R.H. Chilton returned home this 

week after spending the winter in 
North Carolina with his daugh-
ters, Mrs. Geo. Gresham and Mrs. 
Dunaway. His many friends were 
delighted at his return to our vicinity.

Prof. O. V. Spedden made a flying 
trip to Baltimore this past week.

The past few days of good weather 
have started our farmers at active 
work, peas and potatoes being 
planted, some small seed sown and 
asparagus patches cleaned, ploughed 
and fertilized for the coming spring 
crop.

The entertainment held at the Otto-
man High School February 22nd, 
Washington’s birthday, was a fine 
success and was credit to the teachers 
and children in every respect.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Snead are the 
proud parents of a fine young son.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washing-
ton Museum and Library)

YOUR 
LETTERS

With all of the current 
discussion about short-term 
federal spending resolutions 
and potential gridlock in 
Congress, you might think 
we have lost the opportu-
nity for serious action on 
our longer-range deficits 
and debt. 

I remain convinced that 

Time for an adult discussion on deficits and debt
by U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner our country is at a criti-

cally important moment: 
we simply must seize this 
opportunity to get our fiscal 
house in order for the long 
term, and since last summer 
this has been one of my top 
priorities.

Partnering with my 
Republican colleague Sen. 
Saxby Chambliss of Geor-
gia, we are working to try to 
turn the recommendations 
of the President’s National 
Commission on Fiscal 
Responsibility and Reform 
into legislation.

Our current national debt 
stands at more than $14 tril-
lion. If adopted in full, the 
commission’s recommen-
dations would gradually 
reduce that debt by $4 tril-
lion over the next ten years.

 Unfortunately, the cur-
rent debate is centered on 
deep cuts in short-term, dis-
cretionary and nonmilitary 
spending, which only makes 
up about 12% of the overall 
federal budget.

The spending proposal 
recently adopted by the 
House of Representatives 
slashes funding for work-
force training programs that 
are so important to many 
people across southwest and 
southside.

It targeted federal sup-
port for the multi-state, 
multi-year Chesapeake 
Bay cleanup effort, and the 
House budget makes deep 
cuts in federal funding to 
Northern Virginia’s Metro 
mass transit system.

The simple fact is, dras-
tic and even painful cuts to 
these individual programs 
alone will not fix our larger 
structural budget problems.

 That’s why Sen. Chamb-
liss and I have been work-
ing with a growing number 
of our Senate colleagues to 
address these fiscal chal-
lenges in a more compre-
hensive and responsible 
way. We must work together 
to control government 
spending, simplify our tax 
code, and begin to gradually 
eliminate our deficits. 

That is the only way we 
will fix our nation’s balance 
sheet over the long term.

The deficit commission’s 
recommendations, while 
far from perfect, represent 
a courageous first step in 
tackling our national debt 
in ways that will make our 
nation competitive for the 
21st century:

• The commission laid out 
a plan to accelerate health-
care savings in Medicare 
and Medicaid, and it pro-
vides a responsible road-
map to strengthen Social 
Security for the next 75 
years. The commission’s 
plan protects Social Secu-
rity, and  does not use Social 
Security funds to balance 
the budget.

• It dramatically simpli-
fies a tax system in serious 
need of an overhaul. It pro-
poses closing loopholes and 
phasing out some deduc-
tions while lowering overall 
tax rates for individuals and 
corporations. 

• It puts everything on 
the table, including entitle-
ment programs and defense 
spending. We believe that 
this has to be part of the dis-
cussion, too. 

As you might imagine, 
various political opponents 

and special interests already 
are mobilizing to short-cir-
cuit our work on this legis-
lation, which demonstrates 
why this is such a difficult 
challenge. It also shows why 
Washington’s typical politi-
cal response has always 
been to kick this can down 
the road, and push the tough 
choices to another day:

• These choices do not get 
any easier simply by delay-
ing action. Every day that 
we put off these difficult 
decisions, an average $4 bil-
lion is added to the national 
debt.

• Every dollar that we 
spend simply paying the 
interest on our nation’s stag-
gering debt is disappearing 
into a fiscal sinkhole. These 
are resources that cannot 

be targeted toward creating 
jobs, expanding the U.S. 
economy or addressing any 
of our other shared priori-
ties. 

While there are plenty 
of recommendations in the 
commission’s plan that I 
would not have chosen, this 
much is crystal clear to me 
and the other members of 
our bipartisan coalition: 
we simply cannot postpone 
this difficult discussion any 
longer. 

 A Democrat, Sen. Mark 
Warner, a co-founder of 
Nextel and former Virginia 
governor, is a member of the 
Senate’s Banking, Budget, 
Commerce and Intelligence 
committees. He can be 
reached at warner.senate.
gov.
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30% off All In-Stock
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Kilmarnock VFD 
presents 2010 awards

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department recently held its annual banquet and 
awards ceremony at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club.  From left are president 
Tom Jones, chief Bennie Balderson, Fireman of the Year Mal Ransone and vice president 
Chris Crowther.

From left are Lin Spears, Roy Hall and Tom Jones. Capt. 
Hall was recognized for his golfing escapades, having 
finished the tournament somewhere behind Spears 
and Jones. For his “wanna be a better golfer prize,” he 
was presented an autographed cap and a photo by his 
mentors. Capt. Hall also was recognized by chief Bennie 
Balderson for responding to the most calls in 2010.

From left, Tom Jones recognizes Mike Christopher for 
20 years of service. Billy Hudson and Vickie Hinson also 
were recognized for 20 years of service.

From left, Tom Jones presents an 
appreciation award to Cundiff Simmons 
for his fund-raising efforts.

From left, Tom Jones presents an 
appreciation award to Carroll Lee 
Ashburn for his fund-raising efforts.

From left, Bennie Balderson presents 
the Chief ’s Award to Oliver Crane.

From left, Bennie Balderson presents 
the Junior Fireman of the Year Award to 
Mathew Smith.

Buddy Keyser received a 
President’s Award.

Ronnie Pouchot received a 
President’s Award.

Just a few months ago, many Chesa-
peake Bay advocates were hopeful Con-
gress would pass legislation to strengthen 
federal authority over the bay cleanup 
and provide billions of dollars to control 
pollution from stormwater and other 
sources of pollution. 

Instead of new authority or money, 
budget cuts and oversight hearings on 
existing regu-
lations seem 
more likely.

“It’s a little 
bit scary what 
could be going 
on in Congress,” said Rick Parrish, an 
attorney with the Southern Environmental 
Law Center. “It is clearly going to be hard 
to get additional money and certainly hard 
to get any additional authority.”

For example, Rep. Darrell Issa (R-CA), 
who chairs the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee, has 
promised to step up oversight of federal 
regulatory programs. He solicited the 
concerns of businesses across the coun-
try, and recently released nearly 2,000 
pages of letters and reports complaining 
about burdensome regulations.

A number specifically targeted the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s new 
“pollution diet” for the Chesapeake Bay. 
Formally known as a Total Maximum 
Daily Load, the diet sets strict limits on 
the amount of water-fouling nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and sediment that can enter 
the bay.

The Agricultural Retailers Association 
called the bay pollution goals “thor-
oughly unachievable” and said they were 
based on a flawed computer model. The 
National Alliance of Forest Owners said 
the rules would adversely affect forest 
owners and warned that the EPA will 
now “turn to other watersheds” such as 
the Mississippi to impose similar rules. 
It called for congressional oversight over 
such large watershed cleanup plans. 

Responsible Industry for a Sound 
Environment said the pollution diet has 
the potential to “arbitrarily take away 
people’s ability to maintain their home 
property values through unnecessary 
restrictions on pesticide and fertilizer 
products.”

It’s a far different atmosphere from 
last year, when three separate pieces of 
legislation that sought in various ways 
to strengthen bay restoration efforts 
were moving through Congress. A bill 
sponsored by Sen. Benjamin Cardin 
(D-MD) and championed by many bay 
advocates, would have provided the EPA 
more authorities for the cleanup. Another, 
introduced by Reps. Tim Holden (D-PA) 
and Bob Goodlatte (R-VA) would have 
given the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture a stronger role in overseeing the 
bay cleanup. The final one, a measure 
introduced by Rep. Rob Wittman (R-VA), 
would improve the accountability of the 
cleanup effort.

Wittman has reintroduced his bill, 
the Chesapeake Bay Accountability and 
Recovery Act. It would better integrate 
the role of various federal agencies 
involved in bay activities, and create 
more oversight, including establishing an 

Independent Evaluator to provide an out-
side analyses of program effectiveness.

Cardin and Holden are expected to 
reintroduce versions of their bills this 
year.

But Doug Siglin, a lobbyist for the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, said it’s 
unlikely any comprehensive bay bill, 
such as the one Cardin introduced last 
year, will pass the new Congress intact. 
He said  pieces of the legislation might 

win approval 
by being incor-
porated into 
other bills.

Rather than 
expanding its 

authority, many members of the House of 
Representatives have voiced support for 
reining in the EPA’s regulatory power and 
are targeting agency regulations, such as 
the new TMDL, for review.

Rep. Bob Gibbs (R-OH) was named 
chairman of the Subcommittee On 
Water Resources and Environment of 
the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure. The subcommittee has 
oversight of programs related to the 
Clean Water Act.

Gibbs, a former president of the Ohio 
Farm Bureau Federation, said that, “as 
chairman, it will be my responsibility to 
modernize, reform and cut waste in the 
programs and agencies we oversee while 
advocating for common sense policies 
that ease regulatory burdens.”

Among the regulatory burdens identi-
fied on the subcommittee’s website are 
the “extremely stringent and expensive 
total maximum daily loads and water 
quality standards on states, burden-
some wastewater discharge standards 
and stormwater requirements for local 
governments and utilities, and strict 
regulatory restrictions on farmers, forest-
ers, developers, power generators, water 
resource managers, mining operations, 
commercial vessels and others.”

Actually revoking regulations could be 
difficult. It would require the Senate and 
president to go along. But the new con-
gressional mood could dampen prospects 
for new federal stormwater and animal 
feedlot regulations.

Beyond regulatory issues, the Obama 
administration’s “new era of federal lead-
ership” on the bay may also be in jeop-
ardy. In response to an executive order 
calling for a stepped-up federal presence 
around the bay issued by the president in 
May 2009, multiple agencies developed 
a detailed strategy outlining far-reaching 
strategies to clean the bay and to restore 
habitats, protect land, increase public 
access, support fish and wildlife popula-
tions and strengthen science.

Obama’s proposed budget for the 
2011 fiscal year, which began October 
1, included $491 million to begin imple-
menting the strategy. That would be a 
huge increase over the average $291 mil-
lion a year spent on the bay from 2007 
through 2009.

“The health of the bay is really rely-
ing on Congress,” Sally Yozell, a senior 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration policy adviser said at a 
press briefing on the action plan in Sep-
tember. “It is contingent on Congress 
passing this very robust budget for all of 

Bay efforts may lag in new Congress

COMMENTARY

us to be successful.”
But Congress never passed appropria-

tions for 2011. Agencies are operating 
under a continuing resolution that main-
tains funding at last year’s levels until 
March.

With Republicans saying they’re looking 

to cut federal spending, most observers 
say the likelihood that the bay will see sig-
nificant increases is doubtful, and the best 
case might be holding spending at 2010 
levels.

Distributed by Bay Journal News Ser-
vice.

by Karl Blankenship


