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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Catching the breeze
The first “Wind for Schools” turbine in Virginia 
was erected last week at Northumberland Middle 
School. See the slideshow at RRecord.com.
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Northumberland County students last Friday became the first 
in the state to enjoy the benefits of having their own wind tur-

bine for studying the alternative energy form and gathering related 
weather data.

Four Virginia schools were awarded $20,000 federal “Wind for 
Schools” grants last year, but the local turbine is the first to be 
erected.

The federal program for K-12 schools was initiated in 2005 to 
raise awareness in rural America of alternative energy possibilities. 
There are 11 states participating, with Virginia joining in 2010. Nor-
thumberland technology and resource teacher Jenny Christman is 
credited with moving the application process forward last April. The 
grant followed in September.  

A four-man installation crew from Baker Renewable Energy Co., 
Bobby Eiseman, Dustin Simpson, Alexander Nicopoulos and Rich-
ard Wright, started working early Thursday at the middle school 
site. They attached the blades to the turbine mounted on the pole, 
which was laying on the ground Friday morning. 

A crane operated by Robert Knott of W.O. Brubb of Richmond 
arrived at 9 a.m. to lift the entire assembly skyward. Within minutes 
of being raised, the dangling, 55-foot-tall, silver Skystream 3.7 wind 
turbine was fastened to the bolts secured in the 5-foot-deep concrete 
foundation.   

The Northumberland High School Band was already playing in 
celebration of the new landmark, officially dedicated at 10 a.m. A 
curious crowd had gathered to witness the dawning of a new energy 
era for the county’s students and residents.  

 Russell Raymond and Jesse Fernandes from the Department of 
Energy, Ken Jurman of the Virginia Department of Mines Minerals 
and Energy, Jonathan Miles of the Virginia Center for Wind Energy 

at James Madison University, 
Northumberland school board vice 
chairman Myrtle Phillips, Chris 
Jones of Rep. Rob Wittman’s office 
and Jenny Christman of Del. Albert 
Pollard’s office joined school super-
intendent Clint Stables, administra-
tors, teachers and students to hear 
comments about the towering addi-
tion to the campus landscape.

Student poetry contest winners, 
sixth-graders Delia Ibanez and 
Ashley Warwick, seventh-grader 
Ethan Fisher, eighth-grader Kyndia 
Riley and ninth-grader Josh McKin-
ley, recited their poems about wind 
to start the program. Because his 
center facilitated the grant awards, 
Miles acted as the moderator. He 
introduced the other speakers after 
Stables’ opening remarks and the 
poetry readings.

“You are the future leaders of 
our country and it is important that 
you see this alternative energy in 
action,” said Fernandes.

“I am a believer that alternative 
energy will grow in importance and 
will need workers and supporters,” 
said Jurman. “Schools are where 
the seeds for the future are sown.”

“We are looking at the future,” 
said Jones.

“It is a real honor to work with 
you all on the first project in Vir-
ginia,” concluded Miles.

From left are resource teacher Jenny Christman, sixth-grade poetry winner Delia Ibanez, moderator 
Jon Miles, Department of Mines Minerals and Energy representative Ken Jurman, superintendent 
Clint Stables, school board vice chairman Myrtle Phillips and Rep. Rob Wittman’s representative 
Chris Jones.

Students line up for the dedication ceremony.

The wind turbine is erected. 
For more photos, visit RRecord.
com.

Sixth-graders sign a wind turbine blade to hang in their school. 

The first wind turbine
for a Virginia school
is raised in Claraville

Catching the breeze

by Starke Jett

KILMARNOCK—In a sur-
prise development, superintendent 
Susan Sciabbarrasi turned in her 
resignation to the Lancaster school 
board during a closed session last 
Monday.

 Sciabbarrasi, who had planned 
to retire at the end of her contract 
in three years, said she moved it up 
due to family and medical reasons. 
She will depart on June 30, 2011.

“This is a wonderful school dis-
trict. Everyone I worked with is 
so wonderful,” Sciabbarrasi said 
after the meeting.

School board chair Ella Davis 
expressed her shock and sorrow. 
“I am so sorry. She’s a wonder-
ful person. The school board will 
suffer a great loss,” she said. 

Sciabbarrasi spent most of her 
career teaching middle school 
science and math in Henrico 
and Chesterfield counties. She 
was superintendent of schools in 
Wrangell, Alaska, for six years 
before moving to Lancaster in July 
2007 to head the school district.  

When she arrived, the school 
board and previous superinten-
dent, Dr. Randolph Latimore, were 
embroiled in a dispute with county 
supervisors over improper alloca-
tion of school funds and overpay-
ment of benefits to Latimore. The 
county eventually filed a lawsuit 
against the school board and Lati-
more. After nearly three years, the 
lawsuit is still pending a judge’s 
decision whether it has merit to go 
to trial.

Sciabbarrasi is “one of the 
best, if not the best, managers of 
resources that I’ve ever known,” 
said Jack Larson, assistant county 
administrator. As the county’s 
chief budget planner and admis-
trator, Larson said Sciabbarrasi 
deserves praise for coming in and 
turning things around both in the 
school’s finances and with super-
visors. “She’s made all the differ-
ence in the world.”

“I’m absolutely so sorry to 
hear” she is leaving, said Wally 
Beauchamp, chairman of the 
board of supervisors. “She has 
been a breath of fresh air to us. In 
a relatively short period of time 
she turned things around. From 
the board’s perspective, we now 
have a tremendous amount of trust 
in the school and board—some-
thing we didn’t have before. She 
is highly respected by the board, 
schools, parents and community.” 

In the coming weeks, the Vir-
ginia School Board Association 
is expected to send a team to Lan-
caster to help the school board 
begin a search for a new superin-
tendent, said Davis.

LANCASTER—The trial of 
Steven W. Nixon of Montpelier on 
charges involving a fatal boat crash 
on July 5, 2010, is scheduled to begin 
in Lancaster County Circuit Court at 
9 a.m. today and continue on Friday, 
February 18.

A Lancaster County Circuit Court 
grand jury returned nine indictments 
against Nixon on October 22. The 
charges stem from Nixon’s alleged 
operation of a motor boat that crashed 
into a fixed channel marker in the 
Rappahannock River. A woman was 
thrown into the water and drowned. 
Nine other people were injured, some 
seriously. 

Charges against Nixon include one 
count of felony murder for causing 
a death while committing a felony; 
four counts of aggravated child 
abuse resulting in serious injury; 
three counts of aggravated wounding 
to one adult and two children while 
intoxicated; and one count of aggra-
vated involuntary manslaughter.

Also set to be heard this week is 
Nixon’s appeal of two misdemeanor 
convictions for operating a boat 
while intoxicated and reckless opera-
tion of a boat. On October 13, Nixon 
received two suspended six-month 
jail sentences from Lancaster County 
General District Court Judge Gordon 
Wilkins and was ordered to pay $500 
of a $2,500 fine. He also was barred 
from operating a boat for two years.

Other evidence at that trial included 
a report from Riverside Walter Reed 
Hospital in Gloucester that showed 
Nixon’s blood alcohol content a few 
hours after the crash was .14%. A 
person is considered legally intoxi-
cated when his blood alcohol level 
is .08%.

LIVELY—The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Department last Friday 
arrested a man in connection with the 
January 19 rape of an elderly woman 
in her Clover Lane home.

Sheriff Ronald D. Crockett said 
Calvin Alphoneson Tucker, 32, of 
the 1000 block of Griffins Landing 
Road in Lancaster was arrested at 
2:25 p.m. and charged with rape and 
residential burglary.

Tucker was released in January 
2009 from the state penitentiary after 
serving 11 years of a 12-year sen-
tence for a 1998 break-in, malicious 
wounding and larceny of a firearm in 
Lancaster, according to Larry Tray-
lor, public information officer for the 
Virginia Department of Corrections. 

As a result of the new charges, 
Tucker also was changed with parole 
violation, according to the sheriff’s 
report.

Sheriff Crockett said the arrest was 
made sooner than expected because 
of quick processing and analysis 
of DNA evidence by the Virginia 
Forensic Laboratory in Richmond. 
Deputies used cell phone pings off 
cell towers to triangulate Tucker’s 
location before making the arrest.

Tucker is being held without bond 
in Lancaster County jail. Juvenile 
and Domestic Court Judge Michael 
McKinney assigned Will Hubbard as 
his public defender. 

A preliminary hearing has been set 
for April 6 in Lancaster County Gen-
eral District Court.

Sheriff’s deputies from Northum-
berland and Richmond counties. 
assisted Lancaster investigators with 
the case

HEATHSVILLE—As expected, 
the defendants in a shooting case 
that occurred last July pleaded 
guilty at their trial February 10 in 
Northumberland County Circuit 
Court. Walter Lee Northern Jr., 
40, and John George Cullen, 52, 
both of Newman’s Neck Road, 
admitted their involvement in the 
shooting of Donald Feldman Jr., 
41, of Heathsville.

In a summary of the incident 
described by Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jane Wrightson, it was 
stated the three men had been 
drinking “a significant amount of 
alcohol” before an argument broke 
out in the early morning hours of 
July 28.

Northern and Cullen told inves-
tigators that they chased Feldman 
out of their house at 4062 New-
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man’s Neck Road because 
of the argument, reported 
Wrightson. 

At least one shot from a 
.22 caliber rifle was fired in 
the house, because a bullet 
with traces of Feldman’s 
DNA was recovered from a 
wall. It was consistent with 
a wound that Feldman had 
through his hand, she con-
tinued.

In the back yard Feldman 
was hit by shotgun fire that 
wounded him in his back 
and chest, according to the 
investigator’s reports on the 
incident. Feldman’s bloody 
clothes and shoes were 
recovered later at the house 
by Northumberland County 
investigators, as well as 
a large number of guns, 
including a shotgun and a 
.22 caliber rifle, according 
to Wrightson.

Northumberland fire 
department personnel were 
called to the area at about 
6 a.m. that morning in 
response to a reported brush 
fire. When they arrived they 
found a pickup truck also on 
fire in the field with a shot-
gun next to it, she said. The 
truck belonged to Feldman, 
it was later learned.  Fire-
fighters heard calls for help 
and started searching the 
area. They found Feldman 
“lying naked on the ground 
with a bullet wound to his 
hand and a large wound in 
his back and chest,” said 
Wrightson at the trial.

“He told them ‘Those 
guys shot me,’ pointing to 
the house,” said Wright-
son, quoting Feldman at the 
scene.

While firefighters and 
deputies were securing 
the scene and helping the 

LIVELY—Landowners 
Mark Clingan, J. Carter Fox 
and John Marsh are waiting 
this week to find out whether 
the Virginia House of Dele-
gates will pass a bill that could 
help them rebuild the dam 
across Blakemore Millpond in 
upper Lancaster County. 

The dam, which has held 
the large pond for over 200 
years, broke in October 2010 
under the pressure of some 17 
inches of rain during a 24-hour 
period. The pond drained over 
an old road and under Route 
201, leaving about 25 acres 
of dry ground. Several narrow 
streams of 
water still 
flow through 
the spongy 
black and 
gray bottom 
of the pond.

The pond 
and dam are 
both private 
property. David Lay of Weems 
is the primary owner of the 
dam. The pond spills into 
Little Branch off the Western 
Branch of the Corrottoman 
River.

According to Clingan, the 
historic pond was built during 
the Colonial era and was once 
used as an ice pond. An old 
gristmill was once at the site.

Clingan, who owns about 
72 acres adjacent to the pond, 
fought to maintain the dam on 
that stormy October 1 until 
about 10:30 p.m. 

“I tried to maintain it,” he 
said. “I kept coming down 
the hill and opening the flood 
gate with a big old pry bar but 
these huge logs were coming 
through the gates. I couldn’t 
hold it anymore. It was awful 
to watch.”

The ground beside the dam 
gave way under the water 
pressure, pulling down large 
chunks of the old road. A mas-
sive hole remains. 

“The dam itself wasn’t 
damaged. Just the property 
on the side was taken out. 
Water came over the top of the 
old road and started to erode 
the road. Water is a powerful 
thing,” said Marsh.

According to Lancaster 
County administrator William 
Pennell, the property owners 
have two years to rebuild the 
dam without needing any 
additional permits from the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
But Fox, Marsh and Clingan 
have found that rebuilding the 
dam isn’t quite that simple. 

The Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recre-
ation (DCR), which manages 
dam safety, requires that an 
engineering study be done, at 
a minimal cost of $30,000 to 
$40,000, said Marsh. 

The landowners have found 
local contractors to rebuild the 
dam for about $45,000. The 
cost of the study and what 
additional work it may require 
could cost several hundred 
thousand, said Marsh. 

“And we couldn’t do that. 
It would have to stay this way, 
empty,” he said.

Lay has told the adjacent 
landowners that they are wel-
come to rebuild the dam. He 
cannot. 

Ironically, Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle, R-Hanover, intro-
duced Senate Bill 1060 to the 
2011 session of the General 
Assembly. The bill would 
remove more than half of Vir-
ginia’s dams from regulation.   

McDougle worked with 
DCR on the legislation, which 
reverts to pre-2001 definitions 
of the size of dams that require 
certification. 

Dam-safety legislation in 
2001 required regulation of 
any dam that was 25 feet high 
or impounds 50 acre-feet of 

K I L M A R N O C K — A 
mother whose son was 
charged with a misdemeanor 
at Lancaster High School last 
year claims the presence of 
police on campus is a poor 
use of county taxes and turns 
students into criminals. 

Catherine Crabill appeared 
before the Lancaster school 

Shooting suspects plead guilty
continued from page A1

From left, Mark Clingan and John Marsh observe the dry bed of what used to be 
Blakemore Millpond. 

Legislature could decide the
fate of Blakemore Millpond

Ragged boards and chunks of concrete remain exposed 
where the dam at Blakemore Millpond broke during a 
storm in October 2010. 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

water. Prior 
to that, a dam 
had to meet 
both criteria to 
be regulated. 
Under the new 
r e g u l a t i o n , 
DCR would 
still regulate 
high-risk dams 

but not low-risk dams.
If the legislation passes, 

according to Marsh, the 
Blakemore dam would likely 
be considered a low-risk dam 
and not require an engineer-

ing study. 
The bill passed the Senate 

(40-0) on February 8 and had 
its first reading in the House 
on February 9 and was sent 
to Committee on Agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources.

So, for now, Fox, Clingan 
and Marsh wait. 

“I must have two or three 
people a week ask me what 
we’re going to do, when we’re 
going to rebuild the dam,” 
said Clingan. “All I say is I’m 
not sure.”

Parent urges school board to 
reconsider using resource officers

by Audrey Thomasson board Monday objecting to 
wasting taxpayers’ money 
on a full-time resource offi-
cer who issues citations to 
students for what she called 
“being kids.” 

She said the case against 
her son “was thrown out of 
court” after wasting a lot of 
people’s time including hers 
and her son’s, who made 
three trips to court, and sev-
eral students and teachers 
called to testify.

Court records show the 
misdemeaner charge of “abu-
sive language to another” 
went before Circuit Court 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III 
in April 2010 and was dis-
missed on a motion to strike 
by the boy’s attorney, James 
D. Thorson. 

Crabill said police actions 
at the high school are giving 
students criminal records that 
will be with them for the rest 
of their lives. 

“It’s a taxpayer burden to 
maintain a police presence 
every day at school, espe-

cially when the school is so 
close to the police depart-
ment,” she said. Crabill 
asked the board to remove 
the police presence and stop 
making “criminals out of the 
childish acts of children.”

While the board did not 
reply to her comments 
during the public forum, 
school superintendent Susan 
Sciabbarrasi later noted that 
having resource officers at 
middle and high schools is a 
common practice in the state 
according to an attorney for 
the Virginia School Board 
Association. She said other 
parents are asking for more 
and consistent discipline in 
the school system to stop dis-
ruptive students from inter-
fering with the education 
process. 

After a closed session, the 
board accepted the resigna-
tion of special education 
teacher Michael Toomey, 
who asked for early release 
from his contract. He will 
leave March 1.

victim, Cullen came out on 
the deck of the residence 
across the street and fired a 
.22 caliber rifle into the air, 
according to Wrightson. He 
and Northern, who both live 
at the address, were quickly 
taken into custody by Nor-
thumberland deputies. 

Cullen told investigators 
he fired the rifle because he 
thought Feldman or his bud-
dies were coming back to 
cause trouble, said Wright-
son. Northern later told 
investigators that he had 
gotten gas and set fire to the 
field and the truck, which he 
had sold to Feldman, but for 
which he had only been par-
tially paid. 

As the main perpetrator, 
Northern was convicted of 
attempted murder, mali-
cious wounding, use of a 
firearm in the commission 
of a felony and arson. Cullen 
was convicted of malicious 
wounding and an additional 
charge of attempted murder 
was null processed.

“I’m sorry,” said North-
ern quietly before he was 
sentenced. 

In accordance with the 
plea agreeent, Northern 
received a sentence of 10 
years for the attempted 
murder charge with eight 
suspended, 30 years for the 
wounding charge with 28 
suspended, a mandatory 
three years for the firearm 
charge and five years for the 
arson charge, with all of it 
suspended. 

His total active sentence is 
seven years with no chance 
for parole. He also will be 
on probation for five years 
after his release, during 
which he loses his fourth 
amendment rights to unrea-
sonable search and seizure. 
He must also comply with a 
substance abuse program, be 
of peace and good behavior 
for 40 years and pay court 
costs. Any non-compliance 
with these conditions results 
in his suspended sentence 
of the additional 41 years 
being reinstated.   

Cullen received a sentence 
of five years for the wound-
ing charge with three years, 
six months suspended. He 
will have an active sentence 
of one and a half years and 
be on probation for two 
years after his release, when 
he will also lose his fourth 
amendment rights. He must 
also enter and complete a 
substance abuse program, 
be of peace and good behav-
ior for 20 years and pay 
court costs.

Cullen made no comment 
when he was offered the 
chance.

“It is an unusual case,” 
was presiding Judge Harry 
Taliaferro III’s comment 
before concluding the trial.

“It is a very sad situation 
that ended about as well as 
it could for Mr. Northern,” 
said his defense lawyer, Pat-
rick O’Brien, who praised 
the investigators involved, 
John Beauchamp and Major 
Jim Bruce.

Cullen was represented 
by John Martin of Kilmar-
nock.
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We conduct Estate Sales
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We do appraisals
We buy and sell coins

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street (across from the school)

Kilmarnock, VA
www.virginia-antiques.com

804-435-1207 or 1-800-497-0083

March 5th and
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  Island & Bar Harbor.
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Adventure Travel
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Viewpoints 2011
Viewpoints 2011 is an eclectic seminar series sponsored by  
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury for our residents and  
the greater community. We welcome you to one or all of the  
11 a.m. lectures and invite you to be our guest for the luncheon 
following the presentation.

Theodore C. Delaney, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Chair, History Department

Washington & Lee University
Monday, March 7, 2011

Reservations accepted beginning February 21, 2011

Bill Gurley
Tidewater musician

Monday, April 4, 2011

Jeb Byers, Ph.D.
Headmaster, Christchurch School

Monday, May 2, 2011

Christopher Kilmartin, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology, University of Mary Washington

Monday, June 6, 2011

All Viewpoints presentations are followed by complimentary  
luncheon receptions. Reservations are required due to space  
limitations and will be taken separately for each event. A waiting 
list will be honored. Call 804-438-4000.
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Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against five individuals.
Felonies

Calvin A. Tucker, 32, of 
Griffins Landing Road was 
charged February 11 with 
the alleged residential bur-
glary and rape of an elderly 
Lively area woman.  Based 
on these charges, Tucker also 
was charged with violation 
of probation/parole granted 
on a May 8, 1998, convic-
tion of malicious wound-
ing, breaking and entering, 
and larceny of a firearm.  
On those charges Tucker 
was released on probation/
parole on January 12, 2009.  
Tucker was ordered held in 
jail without bond.

Ricky L. Bailey, 41, of 
Windmill Point Road was 
charged February 12 with  a 
probation violation.  
Misdemeanors

A James Jones Highway 
man, 26, was charged Feb-
ruary 8 with violation of a 
domestic protective order. 

A Crawfords Corner 
Road man, 35, was charged 
February 8 with brandishing 
a firearm (domestic related 
incident).

A Courthouse Road 
woman, 20, was charged 
February 13 with failure to 
appear in Richmond County 
court.
Activity report

Feb. 7: Staff responded 
to a suspicious person com-
plaint in the 3900 block of 
Merry Point Road and to a 
destruction of property com-
plaint on Chestnut Grove 
Lane ($200 damages). 

Feb. 8:   Staff received 
a walk-in report of identity 
theft, responded to a traf-
fic complaint on the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Bridge and 
responded with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a 
domestic disturbance in the 
1800 block of Weems Road. 

Feb. 9:   Staff responded 
to a prowler complaint on 

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks informa-
tion regarding the whereabouts of three individu-
als.

 Donnell Devon Carter, 27, is wanted for assault 
and batter. He is described as a black male with 
black eyes and brown hair, 6 feet 5 inches tall and 
weighing 225 pounds. His last known address was 
1548 Mount Olive Road, Heathsville.

Sharon Sue Evans, 48, is wanted for failure to 
appear in Lancaster County Circuit Court on Janu-
ary 29 for possession of drugs. She is described as 
a white female with brown hair and gray eyes, 5 
feet 4 inches tall and weighing 140 pounds. Her 
last known address was 1248 Ocran Road, White 
Stone.

 Sherwood Maurice Gray, 43, is wanted for failure 
to comply with a court order to pay child support. 
He is described as a black male with brown hair and 
brown eyes, 5 feet 10 inches tall and weighing 245 
pounds. His last known address was 2065 Morat-
tico Road, Lancaster.

 Report information on these individuals to Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers at 462-7463.You do 
not have to give your name or appear in court. If 
your information is useful to law enforcement, you 
could receive a reward up to $1,000.

K I L M A R N O C K — A 
teenage driver from Nutts-
ville suffered minor injuries 
after his parents’ 1996 Ford 
Escort crossed the median 
strip, two lanes of oncom-
ing traffic and plunged down 
a steep ravine on Mary Ball 
Highway near Kamps Mill 
Pond.

Virginia Trooper R.D. 
Ward said the juvenile, whose 
name was withheld because 
of his age, told him that he 
was driving east towards town 
when the engine died and the 
steering locked up, causing 
the vehicle to shoot across 
the median and the opposite 
lanes of the highway.

The car then barely missed 
a guard rail, instead follow-
ing a concrete drainage ditch 
to the bottom of the ravine, 
more than 30 feet below the 
road bed, reported Ward. 
Along the way it clipped a 
small tree, turning the car 
around so that it was facing 
the opposite direction. The 
car was totaled, he said.

“He is a very lucky man,” 
said Ward.

Kilmarnock emergency 
personnel transported the 
victim to Rappahannock 
General Hospital. The driver 
appeared to have only minor 

Car plunges down ravine
by Starke Jett

Emergency medical personnel transport a Nuttsville 
teenager by stretcher to a waiting rescue vehicle. His car 
is in the ravine in the background.

injuries and was talking 
before he left the scene, said 
Ward. Speed was not a factor 

in the accident, according to 
Ward, and no charges have 
been filed.

SHERIFFS’ REPORT

CRIME SOLVERS

Griffins Landing Road, to a 
possible fraud complaint on 
Jones Drive (civil incident 
involving internet sales), to 
a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint in the Lively area 
and to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint in the Rappahan-
nock Drive area.

Feb. 10:  Staff responded 
to a complaint of a pedes-
trian interfering with traffic 
on Black Stump Road and 
notified Middlesex authori-
ties of a medical emergency 
in the Waterview area. 

Feb. 11:  Staff responded 
to a traffic accident on River 
Road (boat in the back of a 
truck broke free and struck 
a vehicle), with VSP to a 
single-vehicle accident in 
the area of Kamps Mill 
Pond, to a trespass com-
plaint in the 6700 block of 
Mary Ball Road, to a possi-
ble residential burglary in 
the 1000 block of Griffins 
Landing Road and with 
the White Stone Police 
Department (WSPD) to a 
domestic disturbance on 
Scott Road. Staff checked 
on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program par-
ticipant after prearranged 
telephone contact could 
not be made. 

Feb. 12:  Staff responded 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a 
fight call at KC’s Crabs 
& Cues on Jessie DuPont 
Memorial Highway and to 
a disturbance call on Ring 
Farm Road. 

Feb. 13:   Staff responded 
with Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) to a medi-
cal emergency alarm on 
York Road. Staff responded 
to a prowler complaint in 
the area of Old Orchard 
Road and Colinbrook Way, 
to an unauthorized use of a 
vehicle complaint in the 200 
block of Nuttsville Road 
and to a domestic distur-

bance/juvenile behavioral 
complaint (father/juvenile 
daughter) on Devils Bottom 
Road. 

Feb. 14:  Staff responded 
to an E911 disconnect call 
on Chiltons Lane (no emer-
gency services needed) and 
with KPD to a disturbance 
call on North Main Street. 
Staff was involved in a deer 
strike accident near River 
Road and Belmont Drive 
and received a larceny 
report from Berrywood 
Lane.

Staff also conducted 
16 traffic stops during 
the week, issued six sum-
monses, assisted four 
motorists, reported six deer 
strikes, handled one call for 
traffic control, investigated 
one building alarm, logged 
two inmate transports and 
fielded two calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to traffic acci-
dents on Ditchley Road and 
Kamps Mill Pond, 

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a brush fire on 
Lovers Lane.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles A. 
Wilkins this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against 
four individuals.

A Wicomico Church 
woman, 26, was charged Feb-
ruary 7 with failure to have 
dog inoculated for rabies 
and failure to obtain a dog 
license.

A Farnham man, 27, was 
charged February 11 with 
telephone harassment.

A Callao man, 29, was 
charged February 11 on a 
Richmond County warrant 
with telephone harassment.

A Burgess man, 27, was 
charged February 12 with 
driving while intoxicated.

■ Patriot Award
Employer Support of 

the Guard and Reserve 
(ESGR) recently announced 
an expansion of the Patriot 
Award Program to include 
employers of Guard and 
Reserve members’ spouses. 
The award previously was 
presented only to employers 
of Guard and Reserve mem-
bers. 

 To nominate their employ-
ers, spouses can complete the 
nomination form at sgr.org/
PA. Each nominated super-
visor will receive a Depart-
ment of Defense Certificate 
of Appreciation, presented 
by the spouse employee or 
the local volunteer from the 
ESGR State Committee. 

NEWS 
BREAK

Rappahannock Record
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Q.
What bank is willing and able to make 

a business loan to your company?

A.
Union First Market Bank

1-800-990-4828  n  bankatunion.com

That’s right. Union is more committed than ever to making the business lending 
process go as smoothly and easily as possible. Where others can’t, we can.

Member
FDIC

Greg Gruner 
Vice President 

Warsaw Branch
(804) 313-2099

Rusty Brown 
Regional President 

Northern Neck Region
(804) 333-4066

Wayne Penick 
Senior Vice President 
White Stone Branch

(804) 435-2319

UFM-11054 Q-A Ad 6-625x12 BW   1 2/14/11   3:05:30 PM

URBANNA—Following two separate governmental 
reviews last year, Bay Aging has received reports critical of 
its administrative procedures as well as board oversight.

Bay Aging is a private, nonprofi t agency with facilities in 
14 counties from the Northern Neck to James City County. 
Employees and volunteers administer various services 
including assistance with meals, housing and transportation 
to help seniors live independently. In July 2009, the agency 
expanded into programs to serve low-income families of all 
ages. Some of the new services were funded with federal 
stimulus money and, therefore, are subject to different rules 
and tighter scrutiny by the government.

Agency records show the new programs helped push Bay 
Aging from handling resources of $10.3 million by the end 
of 2008 to $15.7 million in 2010.  

The audits were conducted during the second half of 2010 
by the Department of Social Services’ Offi ce of Commu-
nity Services (OCS) and the Department of Housing and 
Community Development. Copies were obtained under the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) along with Bay Aging 
president Allyn Gemerek’s written responses to the audits. 
Gemerek also consented to an interview about the reports. 

This fi rst part of a two-part series focuses on the OCS 
audit covering some $829,443 in state and federal money 
from a Community Services Block Grant, the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act and Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families.

Gemerek and board chairman Jimmy Carter presented the 
OCS audit to Bay Aging’s 15-member board of directors in a 
closed session January 27.  

“We routinely do audits,” said Dan Deane, one of two OCS 
auditors who reviewed Bay Aging. “This audit was an assess-
ment at the end of their fi rst year” of administering the new 
programs.

In the report, Deane acknowledges Bay Aging’s good 
work. He writes, “...the agency appears to be providing 
quality services and effective outcomes to...thousands of 
low-income Virginians who did not previously have access 
to these critical services. During this review, it was clear that 
Bay Aging’s board of directors and staff possess a genuine 
commitment to...the provision of high quality and effective 
services for its consumers, to revitalizing low-income com-
munities, and to empowering low-income individuals and 
families to become more fully self-suffi cient.”

Also, he said the agency has benefi ted from “the long 
tenure of an experienced professional and deeply committed 
president.”
Fiduciary responsibilities

Deane criticized the board for its lack of oversight. He 
suggested the members “develop a self-evaluation tool for 
its own performance” that would formally document if the 
board is meeting its fi duciary duties, and seek ways to more 
effectively govern. He recommended they get some training 
and become involved in reviewing and understanding agency 
fi nances. 

For example, he said board members should receive a 
summary report on the status of each program’s year-to-date 
expenditures, revenues and budget balances. He also recom-
mended the annual fi nance and compliance audit report be 
given to the full board.

Deane criticized the absence of a system to monitor and 
review the president’s use of agency credit cards and all out-
of-town travel expenses claimed by him, and suggested the 
board’s review process start with the 2009 records. 

In an inventory of company vehicles, he said the presi-
dent’s exclusive use of an agency car stood out from all the 
others because there was no log for the vehicle. And he listed 
the rules for using the vehicle, including commuting to and 
from work. Deane noted that Gemerek’s most recent (2009) 
W-2 form included $7,750 in reportable income on the car 
as a fringe benefi t. Still, he said the board must ensure the 
president is using the car for authorized business purposes, 
his reimbursements are for job-related uses only, out-of-town 
use is approved by the board and it is properly reported to the 
IRS as a fringe benefi t.

While acknowledging Bay Aging’s vast service area, 
Deane warned if the use of the vehicle is not accurately 
documented and reported, “it places both the president and 
agency in danger of potential IRS penalties and fi nes.” 
Response

Gemerek responded in a letter dated January 28: “While 
you did not require us to respond to ‘recommendations,’ 
I will say that we found them to be very helpful and sup-
portive. These recommendations were reviewed with our 
executive committee on January 19th and our full board on 
January 27th with the goal of strengthening our management 
practices.” 

Beginning November 16, 2010, the board chairman and 
treasurer started signing off on the president’s credit card 
statements, he said. Also, by the end of 2011, the agency will 
present for board approval a revised fi scal policy manual 
with “clearer guidance on separation of duties and compli-
ance with good fi nancial management practices.” 

During a recent interview, Gemerek said, “Maybe we 
should be tighter.” 

He raised the issue of his personal use of a new agency car, 
saying it was not reasonable to drive his own car from home 
to Urbanna to pick up a company vehicle and then head out 
to check on one of the facilities. He noted he uses it person-
ally, “but I don’t drive it across the country on vacations,” 
he said. He said he plans to cut down on personal use of the 
agency vehicle. 
Board oversight

Deane noted it is not OCS’s responsibility to determine 
appropriate levels of executive compensation. However, he 
indicated the governing board is responsible for overseeing 
the agency’s human resource system, including succession 
planning, an annual performance evaluation of its chief exec-
utive offi cer “for approving a staff salary/wage structure that 
is both competitive with similar organizations and...fair and 
equitable in how staff members are compensated.” Deane 
said Gemerek’s last documented evaluation was 18 years ago.

“While it appears the board has approved past salary 
increases for the president, it is not clear whether the board 
has reviewed (Gemerek’s) total compensation package in 
comparison to other CEO compensation packages and....
other Bay Aging staff salaries and wages,” Deane writes. He 
suggests they use a salary comparison study with the indus-
try, an agency-wide salary study and review the president’s 
entire compensation package. 

“Within the last year (the board) has authorized an addi-
tional $3,000 compensation for long-term care insurance 
and expressed its intention to authorize an annual bonus 
of $50,000 ‘for the purpose of funding a retirement plan 
established by him.’ When considered in combination with 
his base salary and other fringe benefi ts, (Gemerek’s) total 
compensation package would appear to exceed $200,000 

Bay Aging responds to two recent
state reports critical of the agency

Part 1 of a two-part series

by Audrey Thomasson

annually,” Deane writes.
Deane suggested the agency offer Gemerek a 403(b) 

retirement plan as it does for other employees, noting the 
plan is the standard practice for organizations. He warns of 
recent scrutinization by the IRS of excessive non-profi t exec-
utive compensations and how such pay could be perceived by 
the public.
Response

In Gemerek’s written response, he noted that the agency 
began discussions on succession planning in June 2009.  

On employee compensation, he stated the agency found 
employees prefer guaranteed pension and better health 
insurance “over base salary.” But he added agency funding 
has declined in recent years, “therefore, the cost of funding 
various studies needs to be weighed carefully in relation to 
funding available for mission-related services.” He promises 
a study will be conducted within the next fi ve years. 

Regarding the recommendation of an annual evaluation, 
Gemerek stated the board evaluates “the agency president 
on an ongoing basis” with the “last focused evaluation” 
conducted on June 25, 2009. He notes the system is up for 
review “since it seems to be of questionable value. However, 
unless the board decides to eliminate the annual evaluation 
system, the board will complete a written evaluation...by the 
end of 2011. The board conducted a complete review of the 
president’s compensation package in 2009,” he writes.

During the interview, Gemerek discussed agency fi nances 
and presented the agency’s 2009 tax form, which had not 
yet been fi led. He expressed surprise when Bay Aging chief 
fi nancial offi cer Diana Giles said his 2009 compensation 
package totaled $231,214.13. 

In Giles’ break out of his 2009 compensation, retirement 
plans included $9,540 for a 403(b) match, another $17,490 
for a 457(b) plan, and the $50,000 retirement bonus which 
was lumped into his base pay that year. Other fringe benefi ts 
included the $7,750 value from personal use of an agency 
vehicle. 

The compensation package was some $86,000 more than 
in the prior year, according to Bay Aging records.

Gemerek said his compensation came from private funds 
which he explained as profi ts from Medicaid and senior-
living apartments. He said the bonus came from an agency 
reserve account of about $800,000 which he built over the 33 
years of running the agency. 

Giles later clarifi ed that the source of 75 percent of Gemer-
ek’s base salary is spread across various taxpayer funded 

grants and 25 percent comes from “HUD senior housing 
program” income.

Gemerek explained the annual $50,000 retirement bonus 
was at the board’s discretion. The independent accounting 
fi rm of Robinson, Farmers, Cox Associates (RFC) con-
fi rmed the pay-out in its September 2009 audit, stating, the 
board “has committed...to a $50,000 retirement benefi t to 
(Gemerek) for fi ve years (through fi scal year 2013)” upon 
annual review and approval. 

The board approved another $50,000 in 2010, however, the 
money went into Gemerek’s 457(b) retirement account the 
second year, according to Giles.

Gemerek explained that independent auditor RFC also 
has been Bay Aging’s accountant for preparing tax returns 
since the 1980s. In response to an OCS recommendation 
to switch auditing fi rms every fi ve years, Gemerek said the 
audit is put out for bid “periodically” and RFC has been the 
low bidder. 

“Because they are very knowledgeable about the agency 
services, they should be in the best position to fi nd irregu-
larities: both factors are in the taxpayers’ interest,” Gemerek 
writes.

Gemerek did not respond to Deane’s specifi c suggestion of 
a compensation review. In the interview, he said an industry 
study conducted by Goodman Associates indicated his com-
pensation was excessive. However, RFC disagreed and con-
ducted a private study for the agency which, he said, justifi ed 
his compensation. 

Gemerek, 67, said his salary increase was not based on 
evaluations, but he requested the $50,000 based on more than 
three decades of building the agency without a retirement 
plan. He says he plans to retire at age 72.  

Over the past two years, Gemerek reported Bay Aging 
salaries have been frozen.

In a separate interview, Carter said he joined the board a 
year ago and recently became its chairman. “I’m still learn-
ing about the agency. OCS wants us to be a stronger board 
and that’s what we’re going to do,” he said.

“This is a wonderful agency that does great things for a 
lot of people in this community. I welcome these articles. It 
gives us an opportunity to look into the way things are done 
and do them better. The board wants to protect the public 
trust,” he said.  

Next week, look for a report on the August 2010 audit by 
the Department of Housing and Community Development, 
and Bay Aging’s responses.
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www.bankevb.com • (804) 443-4333 • 1-888-464-BANK (2265)
With 24 branches throughout Eastern Virginia, including Callao, Heathsville, and Urbanna

“  At EVB, they have an 
interest in seeing you 
succeed because they’re 
part of the community too.”

Charles Revere of Revere Gas knows the 
difference it makes when you bank with a 
locally-owned bank. For nearly 20 years, 
the Revere family has relied on EVB to 
understand their business needs. So when 
your business is ready for a bank that truly 
knows its customers and their fi nancial 
needs, stop by EVB and see how they can 
be part of your business success.

Carlton Revere, Charles Revere, and 
Craig Revere of Revere Gas

—Charles Revere

EVB® is a registered trademark of EVB in the United States.

The Lancaster Players  

Presents 

“Art”
By Yasmina Reza

March 3, 4, 5, 10, 11 & 12 
Evenings

7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

March 13 Matinee
2:00pm Social Hour - 3:00pm Curtain

$20 for Adults

At The Playhouse in White Stone

Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776

E-mail: office@lancasterplayers.org
Visit: lancasterplayers.org 

       Boutique

Fabulous Finds for you and your home

Monday - Saturday 10-5
538 Rappahannock Drive • White Stone • 436.8505

Joins us for Ladies Night 

TONIGHT!
Thursday, February 17 • Open til 8pm

Door Prizes • Light Refreshments

*It’s not too late to make reservations 
at White Stone Wine & Cheese 435-2000

LOTTSBURG—More 
than three dozen Northum-
berland teachers and their 
supporters attended the 
county school board meet-
ing on Valentine’s Day to 
emphasize their desire to 
receive pay raises after three 
years without even a cost of 
living increase.

Several spoke at the meet-
ing, which was held to take 
public comments on the 
2011-12 budget plans.

“Teachers are the life-
blood of the world,” said 
county supervisor James 
Long, a former teacher. “It 
is time for a raise.”

“Unless we hold our board 
of supervisors’ feet to the 
fire we are never going to 
get this done,” said teacher 
Jan Bates, a former co-pres-
ident of the Northumberland 
County Education Associa-
tion (NCEA).

“I don’t have a day go by 
when I don’t have a teacher 
ask me when we are going 
to get a pay raise,” said the 
current NCEA co-president 
and Spanish teacher Norma 
Hernandez. “Stop making 
us the sacrificial lambs.”

“Stop playing the blame 
game,” said teacher Sharon 
Base, a former co-president 
of the NCEA. “Stop pass-
ing the buck. You have not 
because you ask not. Put it 
in the numbers.”

Figures provided by 
NCEA co-president Jamie 

IRVINGTON—Citizens 
outraged over a move to 
reroute through-trucks around 
Kilmarnock told Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) representatives 
last week that they feared the 
trucks would divert through 
Irvington. 

The comments came during 
the public comment forum at 
a town council meeting.

“Detoured truck traffic 
from Kilmarnock will drive 
through Irvington. They won’t 
use Harris Road because 
it’s too narrow,” said Shirley 
McNeal. “We need a town 
cop...someone to enforce the 
laws.”

Referring to Chesapeake 
Academy, Rawleigh Sim-
mons suggested a posted 
“school zone” should help 
slow traffic, but residents 
replied that would only con-
trol certain hours of the day. 

The school would have to 
pay for the installation and 
materials, added VDOT rep-
resentative Cliff Balderson.

There is no reason con-
tainer trucks should be 
coming through the area, yet, 
“...at night five or six cross 
the bridge and come through 
White Stone,” said Richard 
Newland. He suggested they 
might be using Route 3 as a 
cut-through to avoid weigh 
stations or police.

“Logging trucks bring 
debris to town,” said Jim 
McQuoid. Posting local dep-
uties doesn’t help because 
they give their location away 
by leaving their parking lights 
on. “I don’t think they’re 
interested in giving a fine.”

David Headley said he had 
concerns about the safety of 
logging trucks. “I don’t know 
how well those logs are on 
there.” 

Several residents said speed 
violators are not limited to 
trucks but include automobile 
traffic. 

“Nobody slows down at 

Northumberland teachers seek pay raises

From left, Northumberland special education teachers Brian Hahn and Judy Haynie 
wear broken hearts at the school board meeting on Valentine’s Day to protest the lack 
of pay raises for the last three years.

by Starke Jett

Sabia, acquired from the 
Virginia Education Asso-
ciation, revealed that Nor-
thumberland teachers rank 
100 out of 130 school divi-
sions in salaries. A spring 
2009 poll conducted by the 
NCEA indicated that 82 
percent of county residents 
would support a tax increase 
to ensure quality education 
in Northumberland, accord-
ing to Sabia.   

“We will support you 
every inch of the way,” 
responded school board 

vice chairman Myrtle Phil-
lips, who was leading the 
meeting in the absence of 
chairman Lee Scripture. 
“We are working hard for 
you.” 

She had attended a 
national school board meet-
ing in Washington the pre-
vious week and met with 
all the local Congressional 
representatives to lobby for 
federal funding for educa-
tion, said Phillips. Her news 
was not encouraging. Cut-
ting costs across the board 

is the mantra in Congress, 
she said.   

The division is facing a 
projected loss of $858,000 
in state and federal fund-
ing next year, according to 
figures provided by super-
intendent Clint Stables. 
Since 2007, the total school 
budget has been reduced by 
$622,577.

Federal funding increased 
$399,276 and local funding 
increased $621,512 during 
that time period. State 
funding was reduced by 

$1,643,365. 
The 2010-11 budget is 

$15,008,932.
State funding for K-12 

education has steadily 
decreased as a percentage 
of the total state budget, 
according to Stables, from 
34.63 percent in 2009 to 
29.88 percent projected for 
next year.

“Not only has the pie 
gotten smaller, but we are 
getting a smaller piece of 
that pie,” said Stables.

 Northumberland’s prop-
erty tax rate of 40 cents per 
$100 of assessed value is 
“one of the lowest five in 
Virginia out of 136 political 
subdivisions,” said Stables. 
While state and federal 
funds are tightening, the 
only option to make up 
any shortfall is at the local 

level.
Stables will present his 

proposed budget to the 
school board at a special 
meeting February 28. The 
board will take more public 
comments March 14. The 
board will adopt a budget 
at a special meeting March 
28. All school board meet-
ings will be at 6 p.m. at the 
school administration build-
ing in Lottsburg.

A school budget must 
be forwarded to the board 
of supervisors by April 1. 
Supervisors must adopt a 
school budget by May 1. 
Long and Phillips urged 
teachers to attend supervi-
sors’ meetings February 17, 
March 10 and April 14 to 
voice their concerns. Super-
visors will make the fund-
ing decisions, they said. 

Irvington residents fear additional truck traffic
by Audrey Thomasson the flashing lights until they 

get to Dr. Westbrook’s (dental 
office),” said Mary Jane 
Allen.

“You’ve got to avoid 
pushing the low speed limit 
farther and farther out of 
town. It frustrates (drivers),” 
Simmons warned. “A lot of 
people are opposed to a stop 
sign, including me.”

Warning citizens the 
through-truck issue was not 
a “done deal yet,” Balder-
son said, “Don’t put the cart 
before the horse.” 

The issue is following “due 
process,” including a VDOT 
study, public hearings and a 
final decision by the Com-
monwealth Transportation 
Board, said resident adminis-
trator David Brown.

Brown’s report that Irving-
ton Road at King Carter Drive 
did not meet VDOT criteria 
for stop signs appeared to 
frustrate council members 
looking for ways to slow traf-
fic through town. 

“What can you do to assist 
us?” asked member Ed 
Sulick.

Brown suggested installing 
a roundabout where Irvington 
Road intersects with Steam-
boat Road and said he would 
research other solutions.

In the absence of the 
mayor, vice mayor Kathleen 
Pollard conducted the meet-
ing. She came under fire from 
resident Mary Headley who 
accused Pollard of improp-
erly conducting the meeting 
because citizen comments 
were taken at the beginning 
of the meeting and not after 
the VDOT report. She said it 
didn’t allow them to question 
VDOT properly.

Pollard reminded residents 
VDOT was invited to discuss 
the issue of stop signs and 
other traffic-calming alterna-
tives and was not there for the 
through-truck issue before 
county supervisors.

In other business, mem-
bers voted 4-2 to finance only 

$50,000 of the $140,000 price 
on remaining shares of the 
Thomas property on Chesa-
peake Drive. Dr. Robert 
Westbrook and Pollard were 
opposed, asking instead for a 
10-year loan for $100,000 in 
order to keep higher reserves 
for emergencies.

■ Healing
A Quantum Touch Inter-

active Video workshop will 
be offered from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. March 19 and 20 at the 
Callao Professional Build-
ing. The fee is $90, includ-
ing the Quantum-Touch 
Basic Course Credit & Cer-
tificate of Completion. 

There is a small kitchen 
on site for those who bring 
their lunch. A Dairy Freeze 
is within walking distance. 
Wear loose, comfortable 
clothing. No leather, except 
for shoes. Participants may 
want to bring a mat for some 
of the exercises. 

AREA 
EVENT
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Back in the “good old days” in Kil-
marnock, life was both simpler and 

more direct. For many of us, paying a 
monthly bill meant going in the place 
where it was due and handing someone 
a check. Such was our monthly rou-
tine. Both Vepco (now Dominion) and 
Tidewater Telephone (now after many 
transmogrifications Verizon) had walk-
in offices on Main Street, where the 
patrons of the companies came to know 
the employees on a personal basis.

At the telephone office at 52 South 
Main Street, the reception lobby was 
small, and the two ladies at the desks 
could answer practically any question 
one had, and on those exceptional occa-
sions when they could not, they could 
put the patron in contact with someone 
who could. They were excellent good-
will ambassadors, which any employer 
would be delighted to have as the faces 
and voices of and for a company.

They were Leah Pittman and Faye 
Bell. Leah lived only a couple of blocks 
away, and Faye drove down each day 
from Lyells, up near Warsaw. When 
dealing with the public nothing ever 
was too much trouble for those two 
ladies. In that pre-Facebook age, they 
made hundreds of real friends simply by 
doing their work efficiently, and being 

genuinely happy to see their regulars. 
During the academic year when I was 
teaching in Alabama, I missed visiting 
with them, as I had to resort to paying 
my bill by mail. When I got back in time 
to pay the June bill, we caught up and 
returned to the normal routine.

Leah ultimately took an early retire-
ment, and after one of the latter itera-
tions of the telephone company decided 
to close the office on an alleged econ-
omy measure designed to provide 

“better service,” Faye joined her in the 
fellowship of the Telephone Pioneers.  

In other words, she too retired, but her 
years in Kilmarnock had made too great 
an impression for her to keep away, and 
she often came down for lunch at Lee’s 
Restaurant, which she had patronized 
often in her working years a few doors 
away, and to shop in the stores, as well 
as to visit the doctor.

This week Faye died at what increas-
ingly seems to be the “young age” of 
78.  Her husband had predeceased her, 
and in recent years her trips to Kilmar-
nock were mainly health-related. I last 
saw her at the doctor’s office, and was 
surprised to observe that her health was 
not doing well. Her wonderful friendly 
demeanor was unchanged, and we chat-
ted for a few moments, not realizing that 
it would prove to be the last such con-
versation of many over a four-decade 
period. She appreciated the concern that 
anyone showed her, and never failed to 
come up with the right word in reply.

On Monday I was speaking with a 
friend in Richmond County, and when 
I mentioned her death, he immedi-
ately responded, “She was a really nice 
person.” His reaction was typical of 
what anyone who knew her would have 
said. She instinctively understood what 

to say in any given situation.  
We hardly ever spoke without her 

mentioning how much she had liked get-
ting to know my mother, whom she also 
knew from paying the monthly bill at the 
Kilmarnock office, but my mother had 
died in 1975, and was but one of count-
less patrons whom she served there. Her 
memory was incredible, and she used 
it as a vehicle for letting people know 
that she truly cared for them, not merely 
personally, but in the broader context of 
how their lives had unfolded. 

For those of us who have been around 
for a while, and can remember the 
office on South Main, how many times 
when telephone service has failed, 
and we have had to talk with repeti-
tive mechanical answering tapes, have 
we longed for that era when Faye and 
Leah could handle any matter in a flash 
of time? They made paying a bill a 
happy experience, one to be anticipated 
with joy because they were there. What 
better job approval rating could a dedi-
cated and resourceful employee hope to 
achieve?  In the arena of public service, 
they were capable, efficient and respon-
sive; in short, they were the best at what 
they did.

Faye Headley Bell, August 11, 1932 – 
February 12, 2011. R.I.P.

At the telephone office at 
52 South Main Street, the 
reception lobby was small, 
and the two ladies at the 
desks could answer prac-
tically any question one 
had, and on those excep-
tional occasions when 
they could not, they could 
put the patron in contact 
with someone who could.

Focal Point

Mid-winter bloom
Photo by Kathy Powell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Richard Stuart 

Crossover came and went at the 
General Assembly last week. The 
Senate and House also unveiled com-
peting spending plans.

The Senate and the House each 
approved their respective version of 
amendments to the 2010-12 budget. 
Both proposals also differ from Gov. 
Bob McDonnell’s. But this is the 
second year of the budget and we are 
only amending an existing budget, so 
the differences should not be so stark 
as to prevent reaching a compromise 
by the scheduled adjournment of Feb-
ruary 26.

The Senate and the House produced 
similar proposals on higher education 
funding, which is not entirely surpris-
ing since both approved the governor’s 
initiative to increase the number of 
Virginians who can attend state-sup-
ported colleges and universities. 

One big difference is related to the 
governor’s proposal to require state 
employees to contribute to their own 
retirement. The House endorsed it, the 
Senate did not. Expect it to be one of 
the larger stumbling blocks in reach-
ing a mutual decision.

I voted in favor of the Senate ver-
sion of amending the budget, although 
I will tell you there were quite a 
few things in the amendments that I 

objected to.
I voted against the budget last year 

because of the failure to adequately 
meet our obligations with regard to 
VRS. The legislature deferred $600 
million worth of payments to VRS in 
2011 and 2012. 

The amendments this year acceler-
ated a $100 million dollar payment 
to VRS.  This was a step in the right 
direction and is an improvement. 
While I would like to have seen an 
acceleration of all of our obligations to 
VRS, since this was an improvement, I 
supported the measure.

Several of my bills have now passed 
to the House. One of great interest to 
our area is my economic development/
jobs bill (Senate Bill 998).  It provides 
incentives for companies in Northern 
Virginia to locate satellite offices in our 
area so folks who commute to North-
ern Virginia would no longer have to 
do so.  Obviously, that improves the 
quality of life for those folks who are 
commuting an hour or more a day, and 
it takes people off the roads.  The bill 
is struggling in the House.

Senate Bill 997 which requires 
developers to leave their bonds or 
security letters of credit in place until 
all of their subdivision streets have 
been completed and taken into the state 

system had a tough fight in the Senate  
It is meeting severe resistance in the 
House due to the lobbying efforts of 
the Home Builders Association. I hope 
I can work this bill through the system. 
It is very important to ensure that tax-
payers don’t get stuck with cleaning 
up the mess of developers that do not 
honor their obligations.

This week we had a very divergent 
group of visitors. I was able to meet 
with some folks. Unfortunately, I am 
not able to meet with all. During the 
short session, we find ourselves almost 
always in a committee meeting, either 
presenting or hearing another legisla-
tor’s bill. For those of you that came 
and I couldn’t see you, I apologize 
and hope that we can do that another 
time.  For those that I was able to see, 
I always enjoy seeing folks from back 
home and I urge you to come up and 
visit.

It was my pleasure to have the 
Rappahannock High School Raiders 
2010 Baseball State Champions visit.  
I presented them with a Senate Joint 
Resolution commending them on their 
efforts and victory. Congratulations 
to Coach Larry Barker, his coaching 
staff, and his team for their sportsman-
ship, focus, and for the team’s 2010 
championship performance.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

In Washington, the critical discus-
sion on the economy and spending 
continues.

The Appropriations Committee 
began its work to craft legislation to 
continue the federal government’s 
operations after March 4, 2011, when 
the current law expires. As we see the 
proposals come out, there are tough 
decisions to be made within the next 
two weeks about what we need to do 
to get government spending under con-
trol.

Simply continuing at current levels 
is not acceptable. We are where we are 

today with the current deficit and the 
highest debt in U.S. history because of 
the bad policies in place.

However, as we move forward, we 
must be thoughtful but adamant that 
we not leave our children and grand-
children with burdensome debt, and 
that we dedicate the resources neces-
sary to defend our nation. That is our 
duty.

In the House Chamber, we considered 
legislation to foster economic growth 
by removing regulatory burdens and 
red tape that saddle businesses with 
extra costs to operate. The legislation 

passed by the House gives responsibil-
ity to the committees of the House to 
conduct strict oversight, review current 
policies and those being proposed, and 
looking for regulations that are already 
burdening businesses.

Reining in spending and creating 
more certainty for businesses big and 
small is key to getting our economy 
moving again. By breaking down bar-
riers for businesses, they are able to 
create jobs. And more jobs will give 
individuals and families an opportu-
nity for steady income while growing 
our overall economy.

YOUR LETTERS

Last week Del. Albert 
Pollard again sided with the 
pro-abortion/Planned Parent-
hood/NARAL industry in 
his vote against the Rights of 
Unborn Children bill number 
1440 and chose not to reflect 
the values of District 99.

The bill passed the House 
with a vote of 62 yeas/36 
nays, but no thanks to our del-
egate who takes nearly every 
opportunity to side with the 
multi-billion dollar death and 
promiscuity industry. Prepare 
yourself for another lame 
excuse why he couldn’t vote 
for legislation that helps pro-
tect unborn children like he 
did a year ago.

 In light of the recent 
Planned Parenthood scandal 
in Richmond and New Jersey 
exposing how it supports 
child trafficking, prostitution 
and usurpation of parental 
rights, it is worth revisiting 
my meeting with him.

On December 17, 2009, I 
met Del. Pollard at his office 
to query him on why he votes 
so many times for bills which 

Unborn babies
need protection

advance the Planned Parent-
hood social policy agenda of 
promiscuity, abortion, black 
genocide and erosion of 
parental rights. I cited his vote 
against parental consent on 
minors taking Plan B aborti-
facient- a highly toxic chemi-
cal concoction. Considering 
children cannot take Tylenol 
without parents’ permission, 
I witnessed a political pawn 
of the Democrat Party weakly 
try to defend his vote against 
parental rights without any 
remorse at all.

 If Albert Pollard is not will-
ing to protect children in the 
womb and out of the womb 
from Planned Parenthood’s 
agenda and if he doesn’t vote 
to protect parental rights, why 
does District 99 keep voting 
him back into office? 

Next November, it’s time 
to hold him accountable. 
The District should be repre-
sented by someone who will 
help defend not just our fish, 
but our faith and our families. 
Please help expose his voting 
record.

Terry Beatley,
Lancaster

Only recently have I 
come to realize that many 
new arrivals to our area 
are unaware of certain long 
known and accepted basic 
facts concerning the North-
ern Neck. It surprises me 
that this is unknown infor-
mation to some people 
which can cause a lack of 
understanding of the nature 
of the place.

First, the Northern Neck 
has traditionally always 
been considered to be com-
prised of the four counties 
of Lancaster, Northumber-
land, Richmond and West-
moreland.

Next, the peninsula’s 
first bridge opened in 1927 
at Tappahannock where 
the ferry had crossed to 
the Warsaw shore. In the 
‘Lower Neck’ we left only 
by ferry boat at White Stone 
(and earlier from Irving-
ton) to cross the Rappahan-
nock until the Norris Bridge 
opened in 1957. Before 
ferry boats, my grandpar-
ents’ generation left the 
‘Neck’ by steamboat.

The opening of the Norris 
Bridge came as a wonder-
ful advancement and wel-
comed change for the area. 
We all hope that now, after 
almost 54 years of service, 
the structure can continue 
to hold up to the challenges 
of heavy truck loads and 
rapidly paced vehicles that 
grow in numbers with each 
passing year.

Many look forward to a 
safe solution to the harrow-
ing (for most) bridge trip 
over the river before some 
horrific tragedy occurs on 
that narrow pathway.

Obviously, a trip back in 
time to ferry boat crossings 
would not be the answer.

Nancy Clark,
Kilmarnock

Neighborly
knowledge

Another Valentine’s Day 
has come and gone and 

here I am still without a 
sweetheart.

How many times have 
you heard me say that?

Don’t answer.
Let’s just say it’s been a 

while since I made a plea 
here for a female com-
panion to join me on life’s 
journey. 

I’m still in the slim down 
phase of the “lose the 
weight, find a mate” cam-
paign.

However, it’s best to keep 
all my options open.

The last time I penned a 
personals column, a regular 
reader suggested that I try a 
different approach. Instead 
of writing about what I’m 
seeking in a woman, maybe 
I should let them know 
what they will find in me. 
Instead of making fun of 
myself, or putting myself 
down, maybe I should 
stress my good points.

After giving it consider-
able attention, including 
sleepless nights and lengthy 
discussions among me, 
myself and I, we’ve reached 
the conclusion that it might 
be a good idea.

After all, a positive 
approach might lead to 
positive results, and I’ve got 
nothing to lose but the wait. 
(Pun intended.)

The challenge is to share 
the information in an inter-
esting way. I don’t want it 
to sound like I’m boasting, 
or come across as over-
whelming.

It’s the old how much is 
enough when too much is 
never enough dilemma at 
issue.  

It’s hard to be humble 
when I’m describing myself.

Quantity is not the only 
element in this equation. 
We must choose our words 
carefully.

I want to leave the right 
impression and not be mis-
leading.

The toughest part is 
overcoming the fact that no 
matter what I write, people 
will try to read into it what 
they will to suit them, and I 
can hardly please everyone.

Nearing the end of my 
allotted space this week, it 
occurs to me this will take 
a multi-column approach, 
maybe even a series.

I don’t want it to get too 
wordy, but this is a serious 
issue, at least for me and 
any potential single ladies 
who have been interested 
enough to read this far.

Bear with me as I search 
for the right words and 
phrases to attract the right 
woman.

Don’t rush me. Although 
I’m feeling a little pres-
sured, I’m not desperate. 
Believe me, it will be worth 
the weight. (Yeah, pun 
intended.)

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
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Heartfelt Thanks
   The employees of Farm & Home Supply wish to 
thank our customers and friends in helping make our 
fundraising efforts to help our friend and coworker, 
Andy Sexton, a big success. We appreciate all the 
help with our bake sale Feb. 12 and all the monetary 
donations. The love and generosity shown was over-
whelming.
   We also wish to thank the Rappahannock Record 
and Bay 101.7 for their help in advertising.
The Northern Neck is truly a community with a big 
heart. 
   May God bless each of you.

   The employees of Farm & Home Supply

LANCASTER COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

Lancaster County 
School Board Budget Hearing

Tuesday, March 8, 2011
6:30 p.m.

School Board Office Conference Room3t

Town of Irvington
Irvington Town Stickers $20.00

Motorcycle Tags $5.00
Golf Cart Decals $10.00

On Sale

February 15 - March 31

At the town office: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Required: Registration and Social Security 
Number for Drivers of Vehicles and Motor-
cycles, Proof of Insurance for Golf Carts.

Town Office Closed February 21, 2011
Feb. 10, 2-t

To our community of Friends,
There are no words to adequately express out gratitude for the outpouring of support we have experienced these past couple of weeks. From the moment we called 911 requesting help to put out the rapidly growing fire in our attic, we witnessed what it truly means to be part of a caring community. The response was overwhelming, and we are still in awe of the way so many of you knew just what was needed at a time when our world seemed to be crashing down around us.

We thank you for saving our home, for providing food, for providing shelter, for providing helpful information and for all the kindness displayed in so many different ways. We have been reminded constantly why we have chosen to make Lan-caster County our home and how precious life can be when we are surrounded with folks like you. 

We can’t begin to list all the neighbors, friends, and business-es that have been so supportive and kind, there has been so many. We do however want to say a special thank you to White Stone, Kilmarnock, Lively, and Middlesex Volunteer Fire De-partments. They literally saved our home by working so well together. Our Fire Departments are all volunteer and they need our support so they can help keep our communities safer places. Please consider donating to them. 

Again, thank you for all you have done for us in our time of need.

Bruce, Norma Jean, Brooke, Whitney, and Hunter Edwards

YOUR LETTERS

The Virginia Senate 
Courts of Justice Commit-
tee voted 12-3 to “pass by 
indefinitely” (or kill) Senate 
Bill #1381.

Virginia Attorney General 
Ken Cuccinelli requested 
the bill. His office is the 
lead counsel in the three 
civil suits filed against Vir-
ginia Tech and some of its 
employees and the bill was 
another attempt to derail the 
civil suit filed by the Pryde 
and Petersen families in 
connection with the April 
16, 2007, tragedy.

Cuccincelli’s actions 
appear to be blatant abuses 
of power. His three previ-
ous attempts to claim sov-
ereign immunity have been 
rejected by the courts. So 
what does he do?  He tries 
to change the law to fit his 
own purposes. If that isn’t 
an abuse of power, I don’t 
know what is.

Had the bill passed, it 
would have been a major 
departure from the state’s 
established appellate proce-
dure, could have suspended 
pending Supreme Court 
review, and added another 
year or more to the pro-
cess—and added consider-
ably to the plaintiffs’ litiga-
tion costs.

Lori Hass, whose daughter 
was wounded in the shoot-
ing, said the bill’s timing and 
the circumstances behind 
its proposal lends credence 
to the feelings of the Tech 
victims’ families that offi-
cials fear a trial might reveal 
how poorly the tragedy was 
handled.

The Attorney General also 
was silent when members 
of his party tried to delay 
the reappointment of Judge 
Alexander, the man who 
said there was enough evi-
dence of gross negligence 
for the Pryde/Petersen law-
suit to proceed.

The actions cited above 
are from an Attorney Gen-
eral whose sentences consist 
of three parts—a subject, a 
verb, and the word Christian. 
Since when is it a Chris-
tian virtue to abuse power 
and deny a day in court to 
families whose children 
have been slaughtered at the 
state’s largest university?

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Bill to derail
civil suits fails

I wonder what Dr. King 
would think about his 
famous words being twisted 
to support crime.   Contrary 
to what a letter writer wrote 
last week, Dr. King never 
said people should not be 
judged by outward superfi-
cial evidence.  What he said 
was that his four children 
should not be judged by the 
color of their skin.

And, I would really like 
to know what is superficial 
about 80 marijuana plants 
growing in a home.

President Lincoln said, 
“I have always found that 
mercy bears richer fruit 
than strict justice.”  He was 
preparing the U.S. for life 
after the Civil War. He was 
concerned with keeping the 
union together, not granting 
mercy on lawbreakers.

I agree that the Shifletts 
have done work in the com-
munity. So, do they get a 
pass when they break the 
law because they are volun-
teers?  How can the judge 
know their intent? They are 
the only ones who know 
that.

Justice and mercy is not 
a prize tendered only to the 
good-natured nor is it to be 
held from the ill bred.  All 
people deserve moral, fair 
and impartial treatment.

I never described their 
parties as elaborate. Elabo-
rate was the word used by 
the investigator to describe 
their marijuana growing 
operation.

The eminent organization 
may be satisfied because 
they were concerned 
about the doctor getting 
clean. They are leaving jus-
tice to the county.

Just because a writer says 
something is inaccurate 
doesn’t make it so.  People 
who know pot are very sur-
prised to learn that it lasts 
only six months because 
they know in practical 
terms, it is good way beyond 
that point. To say that pot 

Intent or letter
of the law?

loses potency over time is a 
throw-away comment. Over 
what time?  My contention 
is not that drugs don’t lose 
potency over time but that 
six months is not that point 
in time.

The use of the term lynch-
ing by one writer to describe 
justice is really an unfortu-
nate comment, when we 
consider our nation’s history. 
Is this an attempt to intimi-
date free speech?  Why is it 
that my letter is viewed as 
trying the case in the paper 
and others are not? 

 Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

In response to an article 
in the January 27 paper, and 
letters in the February 3 and 
10 papers, I have a serious 
issue.

 I don’t mind Judge Talia-
ferro making his decision 
and I really don’t mind him 
taking extra time to make 
it. What concerns me is the 
way that I have read things 
and the way others have been 
“attacked” for what they 
know is right and wrong. 
This does not show our chil-
dren very good morals. Or, 
do they not exist anymore?

I do not understand the 
reasoning for a prolonged 
ruling in the case concern-
ing Dr. and Mrs. Shifflett, 
but that is not for me to 
decipher.

However, I read that as 
long as you have proven 
yourself as “valuable and 
caring members of our com-
munity”... “a felony convic-
tion in this case would be 

Do the right thing

a travesty and a tragedy.” 
I further have read that the 
couple “have no criminal 
record.”

None of this matters to 
me. What matters is what 
is right and wrong.  There  
are no excuses for this type 
of behavior. What is every-
one worried about? “Under 
sentencing guidelines for 
first-time offenders, if found 
guilty the couple may not be 
facing any jail time.”

My concern is the impact 
that this has and will have on 
the children that read about 
it. It tells me that as long as 
you belong to the “right” 
places, you have the “right” 
job, and do the “right” 
things for the people of your 
community, you can do just 
about anything around here, 
and as long as you do it once 
it is alright.

I’m sorry to inform the 
community, but, most chil-
dren are not going to stop 
with a “first time offense.”  
If there are no consequences 
for the actions, the actions 
continue...you just learn 
to hide it a bit better in the 
future. 

I find this appalling and 
disgraceful. Is this actually 
what we want to instill in 
our youth? Is this the way 
that we are to allow our chil-
dren to be raised? 

I am trying to teach my 
children some dignity, integ-
rity,  and that there are con-
sequences for their actions. 
Our children need for our 
legal system to make the 
proper decision in this case.

Michelle Turner,
Weems

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 

17, 1911, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Merry Point

Misses Jennie Slater and 
Hestine Haynie have been 
visiting friends at Monaskin. 
While there Miss Haynie was 
taken violently ill and died 
before returning home.

Miss Lillie Ashburn of 
Brookvale has been visiting 
her aunt, Mrs. A. B. Slater, the 
past week.

Mrs. C. E. Thomas contin-
ues quite sick with the grip.

H. L. Rice and E. M. Dav-
enport of Lara were calling on 
friends around here recently.

If Dame Rumor be true 
wedding bells will be ringing 
around here in the near future.
Myers Creek

Lloyd Booker, Clinton 
Sadler and Maury Dutton of 
Matthews County are spend-
ing some time with H. H. 
Dodson.

Everett Dodson and wife 
spent Sunday with the for-
mer’s uncle, C. P. Dodson.

Miss Cerdie Dodson of 
Senora spent Sunday with 
Miss Linnie Wilcox.

The many friends of Mrs. 
H. P. Walker were sorry to 
hear of her death. We extend 
our sympathy to her friends.

G. C. Oliver is on the sick 
list at this time.
Ocran

Capt. J. F. Bellows and W. J. 
Cornelius are out after recent 
indispositions. Mrs. J. S. Long 
is quite sick at present.

E. R. Squires entertains 
friends tonight (Friday) at a 
Valentine party.
Pinkardsville

Dr. W. F. Dunaway is slowly 
improving from his long ill-
ness.

J. W. Lankford & Bros. 
expect to cut four hundred 
cords of wood this winter.
Irvington

F. G. Newbill was in court 
this week at Heathsville.

Miss Ida Lokey is visiting 
her sister Mrs. Carl Whaley, at 
Wicomico Church.

W. McDonald Lee is attend-
ing Grand Lodge of Masons 
in Richmond this week.

Wm. G. Foxwell of lower 
Lancaster was here Friday on 
insurance and other matters.

A six-weeks old calf shipped 
to I. Cook & Sons, Baltimore, 
last week, sold for $14.91.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Jasper Jett 
and daughter, Gertrude, were 
in Baltimore this week, the 
latter to have her eyes oper-
ated on.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The annual “Dining with 
the Dems” dinner and gather-
ing of the Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee will be 
held February 28 at the Great 
Fortune Restaurant in Kilmar-
nock. The guest speaker will 
be Gaylene Kanoyten, first 
vice chairman of the Demo-
cratic Party of Virginia, said 
committee member Donna 
Anderson.

Members and guests should 
send their check for $20 per 
person payable to LCDC, P. O. 
Box 318, Kilmarnock, VA 22482. Include name(s) for name 
tags.

A cash bar will open at 5:30 p.m., a buffet dinner will begin 
at 7 p.m. The $20 covers tax and tip for the dinner.

Democrats plan dinner

Gaylene Kanoyten

Former Governor and U.S. 
Sen. George Allen will speak 
at the Lancaster County 
Republican Committee’s 
“Centennial” Reagan Day 
Dinner March 6 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club 
near Kilmarnock. 

Rep. Rob Wittman will act 
as Master of Ceremonies. The 
dinner will commemorate 
President Ronald Reagan’s 
100th birthday on February 6. 

The fee is $50 per person. 
To make a reservation, send 
a check payable to the Lancaster County 
Republican Committee  at  P.O. Box 1215, 
Kilmarnock, VA  22482. 

Gov. Allen recently announced his inten-
tion to seek the Republican nomination for 
U.S. Senate in the 2012 election. Incum-
bent Sen. Jim Webb, a Democrat, last week 
announced he will not seek re-election.

First entering politics as a member of 

the General Assembly from the 
Charlottesville area, Allen was 
elected governor in 1994 and 
to the U.S. Senate in 2000. He 
describes himself as a “Common 
Sense Jeffersonian Conserva-
tive,” and serves as the Reagan 
Presidential scholar on the board 
of Young America’s Foundation. 
Allen and his wife, Susan, have 
three children.

“We are delighted to have such 
distinguished speakers as former 
Governor Allen and Congress-
man Wittman,” said committee 

chairman Joan Blackstone. “We welcome 
interested members of the public to attend 
this event and join us in celebrating the 
centennial of Ronald Reagan’s birthday.”

The event will feature a silent auction 
of political memorabilia that raises funds 
for the local Republican Party. Anyone 
wishing to donate such memorabilia may 
contact Blackstone at 435-6464.

George Allen

Allen to address
Reagan Day Dinner

WHITE STONE—Pete 
Geilich has announced he 
is a candidate for re-elec-
tion to the Lancaster board 
of supervisors in District 
3.

Geilich was first elected 
to the board of supervisors 
in 2004 and again in 2008. 
He served as board chair-
man from 2007 through 
2008.

The retired hospital 
executive serves on the 
financial affairs committee 
of the Historic Resources 
Committee.

Geilich is a graduate of 
Duke University with a 
major in political science 
and a minor in econom-
ics. He also completed the 
graduate program in hospi-
tal administration, a divi-
sion of Duke’s School of 
Medicine at that time.

His faculty appointments 
included a clinical assis-
tant professorship at the 
University of Texas South-
western Medical School 
and a guest lecturer at the 
Fugua School of Business 
at Duke. He also served 
on the Board of Visitors 
at Chowan University in 
Murfreesboro, N.C.

Geilich’s hospital man-
agement assignments have 
included Parkland Memo-
rial Hospital in Dallas, 
Texas. He was there as 
director of the outpatient 
clinics and responsible for 
press and public relations 

Geilich to seek re-election 
to Lancaster board of
supervisors in November

Pete Geilich

at the time of President 
Kennedy’s assassination in 
1963.

He also served at Tarpon 
Springs, Fla., and King 
Abdulaziz University 
Hospital in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia.

He completed his man-
agement career with 15 
years at Roanoke-Chowan 
Hospital in Ahoskie, N.C., 
and with that institution’s 
merger partner, Pitt Memo-
rial Hospital in Greenville, 
N.C.

In 1992 he bought a home 
at the Brightwaters near 
Windmill Point. He moved 
there full time in 2000.

He formed a consulting 
group at that time which 
was primarily active in med-
ical-legal issues. Geilich has 
been involved in more than 
200 legal cases as an expert 
witness.

The general election is set 
for November 8, 2011.
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ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
SPRING IS ARRIVING EARLY AT OUR THRIFT SHOP

COME JOIN US IN THE CELEBRATION OF

OUR FIRST ANNIVERSARY!
FEBRUARY 26TH 10 AM to 4 PM

75 S. Main Street, Kilmarnock • 435-0822
(The shop will be closed all day Friday, February 25 for our spring makeover)

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!
New spring merchandise

Light refreshments• Door Prizes

Join us Thursday, February 24th 
to help us celebrate our

1 year 
Anniversary!

Specials all day including:

T he Kilmarnock 
Entertainment Center

Call 435-7529 to book an event! 16 Town Center Drive, Kilmarnock

• per game bowling
• Hotdogs
• Fries
• Pizza Slices
• Soda & More!*e
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$1

Feel like you’re drowning 
in bills? Grab onto the  
flexible, always-there-when-
you-need-it EssexLifeLine Home Equity Line of Credit. 

Apply Today! Only at…

*Offer of credit is subject to credit approval. Property insurance is required.
  Certain limitations apply. Please see an Essex Bank representative for details.

*

Burgess  14598 Northumberland Hwy  453-4268
Callao  654 Northumberland Hwy   529-5546
West Point  Corner of Main and 16th   843-4347

The public is invited to 
join the staff and volun-
teers of the River Counties 
Chapter of the American 
Red Cross at 11:30 a.m. 
February 26 to kick off the 
2011 Heroes Campaign.

The celebration will  rec-
ognize the 2011 heroes and 
county co-chairmen Jenni-
fer Edwards of Essex, Shan-
non Matthews of Lancaster, 
Jim Tinney of Middlesex, 
Sandy Garretson of Rich-
mond County and Norman 
Dixon of Westmoreland 
County.

To become a hero, an 
individual or group com-
mits to collecting $1,000 to 
support the lifesaving work 
of the Red Cross, said exec-
utive director Julie Dudley.

“All individuals or groups 
that wish to participate are 
welcome,” said Dudley. 
“We are asking our commu-
nities to help us help others 
by supporting the Heroes 
Campaign throughout the 
month of March.”

March is designated as 
American Red Cross Month 
by a presidential proclama-
tion. The Red Cross pre-
pares for and responds to 
major disasters, financially 
assists and supports victims 
of house fires, trains others 
to save lives and assists mil-
itary family members with 
emergency communica-
tions.  The Red Cross also 
collects and provides half 
the nation’s blood supply 
through local blood drives.

“For more than 92 years, 
the River Counties Chapter 
volunteers have provided 
disaster relief and emer-
gency services to victims 
of disaster in the Northern 
Neck,” said Dudley.”We 
hope that everyone in our 
community will support 
the chapter so that we can  
be there whether it’s a hur-
ricane, house fire, or a call 
for blood.” 

“It is fair to say we do not 
receive national or govern-
ment funding for the major-
ity of the services provided 
by the River Counties Red 
Cross and we rely on local 
funding to serve residents 
of our community in times 
of need,” said board chair-
man Paul Sciacchitano. 

“We are pleased that 
many local businesses will 

Northumberland County 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross held a blood drive Feb-
ruary 8 at Henderson United 
Methodist Church in Callao, 
reported chairman Kitty 
Creeth.

“The church made us feel 
very welcome and we want 
to thank members of their 
staff for their hospitality,” said 
Creeth.

They include pastor Lou 
Ann Frederick and her help-
ers Elsie Newsome, Marjo-
rie Trignor, Anne Crowder, 
Margaret Beauchamp, Ruby 
Albrite, Jane Dawson, Bonnie 
Headley, Margaret Flannagan 
and Terri Leitem, she said.

“We would also like to 
thank our loyal volunteers,” 
said Creeth.

They include Rick Skel-
ton, Ann Le Candor, Gordon 
Page, Ellie Knight, Julie 
Pritchard, Dick Gertmiller, 
Zeke Hurst, Philip Smith, Bill 
Kirby, Sherry Fisher, Beverly 

Biddlecomb, Carlos Zelaya, 
Joan Clements, Northern 
Neck Bottling.

“We would also like to 
thank the Northumberland 
County Emergency Services 
who kindly announced the 
drive on their scanner,” said 
Creeth.

 Some 64 units were 
collected and 73 people 
attempted to donate. Three 
double reds were donated.  
Donors included Lynn Gill, 
Odessa J. Roane, Sarah Sin-
clair, Ray Smith, Leila Smith, 
Jim Schmalz, Michael Roe, 
Paula Reuter, Ray Reuter, 
Charles Buttler, Ola Nash, 
Barnard Coger, Vanessa 
Hummel, Stanley Norris, 
Miranda Payne, Robin McK-
enney, Ellen Muddiman, Bill 
Pyska, Kathy Pitts, Robert 
W. Hayes, Creeth, Michael 
Silaggi and Sandy Saxer.

Also, James Poore, Warren 
Haynie Jr., Stan Rembdz, 
Sandra Petty, Christopher 

Watkins, Stephen Tucker, 
Geroge M. Rew, Skelton, 
Ellen Lally, Jesse Bowman, 
Leonard Kroll, Pete Thrift, 
H.C. Ames, Joan Frik, Laurel 
Carner, Susan Lee, Saddie 
Piggott, W.W. Bryant, Clark 
Blackwell, Pamela Clark, 
Leah Fisher, Margaret Wil-
liams, James Pullman, Robin 
Hudnall and Pricilla Sutton.

Also, Amelia Dodson, 
Allen Dodson, Jessica Weicnt, 
Ruth Cooper, Terence Cooper, 
George Smoot, Willie Toul-
son, David Fine, M. McCloud, 
Susan Christopher, Jane E. 
Michie, William A. Bracker, 
William T. Lewis, Phillip L. 
Headley, Lee Self, Phillip D. 
Smith, Leonard Rock, Kris-
tina Ramsey, Howard Ray, 
Pam Ellis, Ronnie Douglas, 
Mark Cockrell and  Nancy 
Burgess

The next blood drive will 
be held April 5 at St. Ste-
phen’s Anglican Church in 
Heathsville.

HEATHSVILLE—The Recycling Net-
work of the Northern Neck (RNNN) recently 
met  at Northumberland Public Library in 
Heathsville.

Members from Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties explored new projects for the 
coming year and worked on improving ongo-
ing objectives, said acting chairman Tricia 
Mrzyglod. New projects include a website for 
the network and working with teachers in the 
schools and 4-H clubs.  

RNNN sponsors programs to raise aware-
ness of the benefits of recycling at home, 
at school, at work, within communities and 
natural environments, said Mrzyglod.

“If you visited the waste collection and 
recycling sites in Northumberland County 
this year, you saw our signs ‘Did You Recycle 

Today’,” she said.
Members also represented RNNN at the 

Heathsville Farmers Markets, Allison’s Cus-
tomer Appreciation Day, July 4 events and 
Northern Neck Electric Cooperative yearly 
meeting, said Mrzyglod.

“We were out in the community distribut-
ing and discussing our recycling brochures 
and flyers,” she said. “Through the RNNN’s 
efforts, more products are accepted for recy-
cling and the public is better informed about 
what can be recycled and the benefits of recy-
cling.”

The next meeting will be at 4 p.m. March 
2 at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Kil-
marnock. Meetings are open to anyone or any 
organization interested in advancing the recy-
cling effort in the Northern Neck.

Gary and Ann Wood  of 
the Glebe Point area recently 
were  elected to the Nor-
thumberland Preservation 
Inc. (NPI) board of direc-
tors, reported president Susan 
Cockrell following the organi-
zation’s February meeting.

A. Wood brings organiza-
tional skills to NPI, said Cock-
rell. She  is a retired teacher.

G. Wood has experience 
in restoration and renovation, 
and has retired from work in 
the fishery business, she said.

Both offer volunteer sup-
port to  NPI and especially 
for NPI’s two historic Shiloh 
Schools, built in 1884 and 
1906, said Cockrell.

From left are Audrey Brainard, Barbara Yinger, Judy Lang, Northumberland county 
administrator Kenny Eades and Tricia Mrzyglod. The Recycling Network of the 
Northern Neck members were distributing recycling information at the waste 
collection and recycling site in Horsehead.

Recycling network meets

Red Cross chapter conducts blood drive

Gary and Ann Wood

Woods join 
preservation
group board

Heroes Campaign
will begin Feb. 26

make it easy for citizens to 
support the Heroes Cam-
paign by placing a Fill-the-
Can receptacle or $1 dona-
tion cards in their place of 
business,” said Sciacchi-
tano. “We invite everyone to 
become a Red Cross Hero 
either by making a dona-
tion, volunteering to raise 
$1,000 or by volunteer-
ing to become a Disaster 
Relief Worker or a Health 
& Safety Instructor.”

During March, gift cer-
tificates for CPR and First 
Aid classes may be pur-
chased for the reduced rate 
of $60 and for the Citizen 
Hand-On CPR for $10, 
announced Sciacchitano.      

To join the celebration 
or become a hero, visit the 
chapter office  in the North-
ern Neck Family YMCA on 
Harris Road in Kilmarnock, 
or call 435-7669.  Citizens 
also are invited to mail a 
donation to River Counties 
Red Cross, P.O. Box 1151, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482.  


