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Darnell “Maurice” Rice moved up the 
Walmart corporate ladder from stocking 

shelves to store manager and has returned home 
to supervise the Kilmarnock store.

You advance “pretty much through hard work 
and dedication and learning the business,” said 
Rice, now 32, who started unloading night deliv-
ery trucks and stocking shelves at the Tappahan-
nock Walmart store right after graduating from 
Northumberland High School in 1996. 

He was named store manager in Kilmarnock 
in late November 2010 and in between held a 
myriad of jobs with the company. 

Rice, who is now living back in his hometown 
of Callao, worked at the Tappahannock store for 
five years and moved from stocker to depart-
ment manager in stationary, housewares and 
electronics. From there, he went to Chester and 
then to Mechanicsville where he was assistant 
store manager. He’s even taught the assistant 
manager training program. 

He was promoted to co-manager at the Mid-
lothian store and then moved to the only Wal-

mart in Richmond City at Forest Hill, where he 
also was a co-manager. He was at the Richmond 
store when the Kilmarnock job opened and he 
jumped at the opportunity to move back home 
to the Northern Neck. 

“My family is here, my children are here, 
everybody is down here. So I wanted to come 
back,” said Rice, who has four children, includ-
ing two in Essex County schools and one in 
Northumberland County schools.

Since taking over as manager in Kilmarnock, 
Rice has hired 50 full- and part-time employees, 
bringing the store’s total employee count up to 
233. 

“I was listening to what the customers had to 
say and we really needed more [employees],” he 
said. 

Rice oversees all aspects of the 156,000-plus 
square-foot store, which opened three years ago. 

“I oversee everything that happens,” said 
Rice. “I’m running the store, meeting the cus-
tomers, trying to find out what the customers 
want. What I want is for them to feel comfort-
able here. When they come in, I want them to 
feel at home.”

RICHMOND—Two oyster aquaculture bills 
are moving through the Senate, according to 
the legislative record. 

Senate Bill 963, sponsored by Sen. Ralph 
Northam of Norfolk, would remove the author-
ity of the Virginia Marine Resources Commis-
sion (VMRC) to establish commercial shellfish 
aquaculture opportunity zones in which tempo-
rary protective enclosures can be placed in the 
waters off the shores of the Northern Neck, the 
Middle Peninsula, and Tangier Island.

It in essence repeals a bill passed last year, 
sponsored by Del. Albert Pollard of Mollusk, 
authorizing VMRC to establish aquaculture 
zones.

Pollard said he had introduced the bill to 
encourage the economic opportunities afforded 
by oyster aquaculture, a growing trend in the 
area.

However, Sen. Richard Stuart of Montross 
said recently the legislation as adopted created 
more problems than opportunities.

“That thing had evolved into something that 
all the watermen I talked to were not happy 
with,” said Stuart.

Senate Bill 963 passed the Senate unani-
mously (38-0) on January 20. Following its first 
reading in the House February 7, it was referred 
to the Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources committee.

“I am opposed to it,” said Pollard early last 
week. “It makes me wonder what all the fuss 
is about.”

Doug McMimm and Irv Spurlock of Wake 
have been operating Chesapeake Bay Oyster 
Company, an aquaculture operation with 10 
employees, since 2003.

McMimm said he supported the repeal bill 
because the lease program already in place was 
“one of the pillars of our industry.”

“The repeal needs to go forward,” said 
McMimm. “We are the envy of the country 
because our lease program is so good. The 
aquaculture zone bill from last year takes out 
public input.” 

  Oyster distributor Tommy Kellum of W. 
Ellery Kellum Seafood in Weems said he has 
heard of another problem regarding the “well 
intentioned effort by Pollard.”

“From what I understand from watermen on 
the Eastern Shore that I have talked to, they 
are afraid the aquaculture zones could cause 
problems with people leaving cages out and 
not taking care of them, causing public rela-
tions problems,” said Kellum. “There were 
also zoning issues that came up with another 
bill in the assembly. But I want to go on record 
as saying that I don’t think Pollard had any of 
that in mind. I believe he wanted to create equal 

From left, new store manager Maurice Rice assists customer Jim Fidler of Ottoman at the 
Kilmarnock Walmart. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Store manager returns home
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

WHITE STONE—Business 
owner Richard Pleasants addressed 
the White Stone Town Council last 
Thursday.

He is a “just do-it kind of guy, 
willing to invest money and time” in 
a “green manufacturing business,” 
he told council.

The managing principal in Pleas-
ants Energy & Environmental Solu-
tions, Pleasants opened his business 
at 466 Rappahannock Drive January 
19. He and several of his employees 
attended the meeting. Focused on 
alternative energy, including solar 
panels,  Pleasants told the coun-
cil his business can help consum-
ers rely less on the utility grid and 
reduce utility bills. 

“I believe we need to bring light, 
green manufacturing to the county...
to create jobs,” he said. 

Pleasants also told the council his 
wife, Holly, plans to open a bakery 
in one side of the two-story build-
ing, which was formerly a consign-
ment store. One side will function 
as Pleasants’ office and sales center. 
Production of the panels will be at 
another site. 

“Welcome to town,” said Mayor 
Lloyd B. Hubbard. “We’re glad to 
have you.”

Pleasants also requested that a 
speed bump be placed on Rappa-
hannock Drive as cars enter the 
25-miles per hour zone within town 
limits.

However, Hubbard informed 
Pleasants that the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation would not 
allow that. 

In other business, members dis-
cussed concerns over several street 
lights that are being blown out or 
blinking on and off. Hubbard said 
he recently reported 10 street light 
outages to Virginia Power.

See business story on page C7.

LANCASTER—County super-
visors received a good report 
following an independent audit 
of financial activity during the 
2009-10 fiscal year.  

The report, released January 27 
by Robinson, Farmer, Cox Asso-
ciates (RFC) of Richmond, shows 
the county finished the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2010, with gen-
eral fund revenue of $23.4 million 
and expenditures of $25.8 mil-
lion. 

However, with the transfer of 
$3.65 million in funds primarily 
related to construction of the Judi-
cial Center, revenue and transfer 
exceeded expenditures by $1.2 
million, according to assistant 
county administer Jack Larson. 
As a result, the county’s unre-
served fund balance ended the 
year at $4.7 million. It was $3.47 
million the year before.

While supervisors last year 
reduced the real estate tax by two 
cents, taking the rate to $0.40 
per $100 of assessed value, Ann 
Wall, a partner with RFC, said the 
county’s “good collection record 
of 96 to 97 percent of the tax levy 
speaks well of collections. It’s 

why you are where you are.” 
She lauded the continuing work 

of county departments in decreas-
ing expenditures by cost cutting 
and increased efficiencies. 

One stand-out in the report is 
the school district which spent 
$346,798 less than budgeted at 
$9.767 million.

Additionally, the district’s effort 
at operating cafeteria services 
showed vast improvement over 
outsourcing to a private company, 
registering a profit of $20,628, 
even after purchasing new equip-
ment, according to superintendent 
Susan Sciabbarrasi.

Under the prior arrangement, 
the school had shortfalls averag-
ing $105,000 a year in cafeteria 
service, said finance director Sue 
Salg.  

Revenue from the Common-
wealth was off $798,772 at $3.66 
million, reflecting a continued 
decline in sales tax receipts and 
cutbacks in shared expenses. The 
county is having to fund a larger 
portion of salaries for constitu-
tional officers, Larson said. 

The county garnered some 
stimulus money, which increased 
revenue from the federal govern-
ment by $216,964.

Lancaster County
receives favorable
2009-10 fiscal audit

by Audrey Thomasson

Irv Spurlock (left), a partner/owner in the Chesapeake bay Oyster Company in Wake, culls oysters from an aquaculture cage.  Spurlock 
(right) pulls cages from from the Rappahannock River.  Photos ccourtesy of Chesapeake Bay Oyster Company

Aquaculture bills move through the legislature
by Starke Jett

AQUACULTURE, continued on page A2

New ‘green’
manufacturing 
business locates
in White Stone

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

HEATHSVILLE—Two suspects 
arrested following a shooting inci-
dent last July are expected to plead 
guilty at their trial today, accord-
ing to Northumberland Common-
wealth’s Attorney Jane Wrightson. 

Walter Lee Northern Jr., 39, of 

Two shooting suspects
will plead guilty at trial

by Starke Jett Newman’s Neck Road was charged 
with attempted murder, use of a 
firearm to commit a felony, arson, 
malicious wounding and insurance 
fraud in the shooting of Donald 
Feldman Jr., 41, of Heathsville. 
Also arrested was John George 

SHOOTING, continued on page A3
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The Lancaster Players  

Presents 

“Art”
By Yasmina Reza

March 3, 4, 5, 10, 11 & 12 
Evenings

7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

March 13 Matinee
2:00pm Social Hour - 3:00pm Curtain

$20 for Adults

At The Playhouse in White Stone

Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776

E-mail: office@lancasterplayers.org
Visit: lancasterplayers.org 
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opportunities for people.”
The zoning issues Kellum 

mentioned were raised by 
Senate Bill 1190, sponsored 
by Sen. Thomas Norment 
of Williamsburg. As origi-
nally written it would have 
allowed oyster aquaculture 
even in residential zones. 
That aspect had residents 
and county authorities wor-
ried about it superceding 
local zoning authority.

Northumberland County 

GLOUCESTER—Those 
familiar with the Chesa-
peake Bay know that its 
once-vast oyster population 
stands at a tiny fraction of 
its historical abundance. A 
new study by an interna-
tional team including pro-
fessor Mark Luckenbach 
of the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science shows the 
decline of oyster reefs is 
not just a local problem.

The team’s global com-
parison of oyster reefs past 
and present shows that 
oyster reefs are at less than 
10 percent of their prior 
abundance in 70 percent 
of the 144 bays studied, 
ranging from China to Eng-
land to Australia to Brazil. 
Overall, they estimate that 
85 percent of the Earth’s 
oyster reefs have been lost, 
typically due to overhar-
vesting, habitat degradation 
and disease.

“The most striking thing 
about our analysis is that it 
shows that oyster reefs are 
the most threatened of all 
shallow-water, structured 
habitats—more so than 
coral reefs, mangroves, or 
wetlands,” said Lucken-
bach.

Luckenbach and co-
authors from California, 
China, Florida, Italy, New 
Jersey, Rhode Island, Tas-
mania, Uruguay and Wash-
ington, D.C., hope the 
results of the their study 
will help overcome what 
they see as one of the most 
pervasive obstacles to suc-
cessful management of 
oyster reefs: “the percep-
tion among managers and 
stakeholders that no major 

Aquaculture bills move through Virginia General Assembly
continued from page A1

administrator Kenny Eades 
said the Virginia Association 
of Counties (VACo) offi-
cially opposed the legislation 
as it was submitted.

“It would be a way the state 
could take away our zoning 
authority.” said Eades.

Pollard watched the bill’s 
progress in the Senate agri-
culture committee and 
said that he felt it would be 
defeated or substantially 
changed.   

“A bill is said to ‘have a 
fever’ before it dies,” said 
Pollard on January 31, while 
the bill was being considered 
in the Senate committee. 
“It is my understanding that 
Senate Bill 1190 has already 
been gutted and is supposed 
to be rewritten. I don’t think 
it has a chance of being 
passed as it was originally 
proposed. It will probably be 
amended or defeated. It said 
that a locality cannot restrict 
aquaculture in a residential 
zone. Somebody could set 
up an operation right next 

to the Tides Inn. That just 
wouldn’t be right.”

Sen. Stuart agreed. Last 
week, he said the bill was 
“creating consternation with 
local governments.” As a 
member of the agriculture 
committee he has had a front 
row seat to the bill’s evolu-
tion. He confirmed it was 
rewritten.

According to the sub-

stitute bill’s summary, it 
expands the definition of 
agricultural production 
activities in the “Right to 
Farm Act” to include the 
practice of aquaculture. In 
areas zoned agricultural or 
silvicultural, no special use 
permit shall be required for 
such activities. Localities 
are restricted from regulat-
ing the aquaculture produc-

tion activities of riparian 
landowners on their own 
land and piers. Those piers 
placed for noncommercial 
purposes and exempt from 
regulation from the Marine 
Resources Commission 
may retain such status even 
if the private pier is used by 
its owner for certain aqua-
culture activities.

Both the substitute and the 
original bill were reconsid-
ered by the Senate commit-
tee February 7, according to 
Norment’s legislative aide, 
Casey Werderman. It was 
the last chance either ver-
sion of the bill had to get out 
of committee and reach the 
Senate floor before cross-
over day February 8.

The substitute bill even-
tually passed the committee 
by a 9-6 vote, according to 
the legislative record. Stuart 
said it would be considered 
by the Senate before cross-
over occurred and that he 
would support it. 

“I think it is a good bill 
now,” said Stuart. “It has 
had major changes. There 
is nothing in the bill now to 
override counties.”

McMimm said he would 
also support the rewritten 
bill.

“I support it in its substi-
tute form,” said McMimm. 
“We are basically farmers. 
Hopefully it highlights some 
of the important aspects of 
the industry.”

Loss of oyster reefs is a global 
problem; recovery is possible

problems exist,” he said.
Solutions

The study also shows that 
recovery is possible, and 
suggests several manage-
ment approaches that can 
aid restoration of oyster 
populations and the eco-
nomic and ecological ser-
vices they provide. Oysters 
filter water; offer food and 
habitat to fish, crabs, and 
birds; stabilize the shore-
line; and have traditionally 
supported commercial fish-
eries.

The researchers note 
many of the countries in 
which oyster reefs remain 
most abundant have com-
paratively strong marine 
management policies. They 
suggest this link offers 
“a real, albeit unrealized, 
opportunity for reef recov-
ery and conservation.”

They further note the 
few oyster reefs that have 
been protected, such as the 
“sanctuary reefs” in Ches-
apeake Bay, are showing 
signs of success. “These 
examples indicate that pro-
tected areas are useful tools 
for oyster reef conservation 
and should be expanded,” 
they write.

Their other suggestions 
for improved oyster man-
agement include:

• The prohibition of har-
vests where oyster popula-
tions constitute less than 
10 percent of their prior 
abundances, unless it can 
be shown that dredging and 
other harvest methods do 
not substantially limit reef 
recovery.

• New thinking and 
approaches to ensure that 
oyster reefs are managed 
not only for fisheries pro-
duction but also as funda-
mental ecological compo-
nents of bays and coasts 
that provide invaluable 
ecosystem services.

• Steps to ensure that 
harvests, particularly those 
carried out by dredging, do 
not damage the remaining 
reefs.

• Regular monitoring of 
reef conditions.

The researchers say 
their results also provide a 
useful yardstick for identi-
fying reasonable goals for 
restoration and recovery, 
thus enhancing the chances 
for successful conservation 
and management.

They suggest, for 
instance, that restoration 
and recovery goals should 
require raising reef abun-
dance and health to at least 
10 percent of historical 
levels. That would equal a 
shift from “poor” to “fair” 
in the researcher’s ranking 
scheme, which categorized 
the health of oyster reefs 
as “good” (less than 50 
percent lost), “fair” (50 
percent to 89 percent lost), 
“poor” (90 percent to 99 
percent lost), and “func-
tionally extinct” (more 
than 99 percent lost). They 
calculated the “percentage 
lost” by comparing current 
and historical oyster popu-
lations, with the historic 

records gathered anywhere 
from 20 to 130 years ago.

The researchers placed 
Chesapeake Bay in the 
“poor” category, with har-
vests continuing at approx-
imately 1 percent of their 
peak levels (an annual har-
vest of 25,000 metric tons in 
the Virginian “ecoregion” 
today compared to harvests 
of 800,000 metric tons per 
year around 1890.)

They also call for more 
widespread mapping of 
reefs, noting that in many 
places the distribution of 
oyster habitat was better 
documented 100 years ago 
than it is today. They say the 
availability and relatively 
low cost of side-scan sonar, 
LIDAR, and other modern 
mapping techniques would 
facilitate this effort.
Funding & return 

The research team notes 
current funding for oyster 
restoration is directed 
mainly toward enhanc-
ing oyster fisheries (and 
regaining fishery produc-
tion following hurricanes), 
with the “return on invest-
ment” measured mostly by 
near-term harvest values.

A better approach, they 
say, would be to measure 
the long-term value of the 
reef ’s ecosystem services, 
which can easily exceed the 
value of the harvested oys-
ters. “The desired invest-
ment outcomes,” they write, 
“should include rebuilding 
the natural capital of reefs 
for long-term sustainable 
harvests and greater resil-
ience to storms.”

“We have to recognize 
oysters for the reef habi-
tat they provide,” said 
Luckenbach. “We need 
to work with regulators 
and resource managers 
to ensure that oyster con-
servation and restoration 
efforts are designed not just 
to sustain a fishery, but to 
provide a vibrant reef and 
the ecosystems services if 
offers.”

The study, Oyster Reefs 
at Risk and Recommen-
dations for Conservation, 
Restoration, and Manage-
ment, appears in the Febru-
ary 2011 issue of BioSci-
ence.

Team members are 
Michael Beck (Univer-
sity of California, Santa 
Cruz), Robert Brumbaugh 
(The Nature Conservancy), 
Laura Airoldi (Università 
di Bologna), Alvar Car-
ranza and Omar Defeo 
(Montevideo, Uruguay),  
Loren Coen (Sanibel-Cap-
tiva Conservation Founda-
tion Marine Laboratory) 
Christine Crawford and 
Graham Edgar (University 
of Tasmania), Boze Han-
cock (University of Rhode 
Island), Matthew Kay and 
Hunter Lenihan (Univer-
sity of California, Santa 
Barbara), Caitlyn Toropova 
(International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature), 
Guofan Zhang (Chinese 
Academy of Sciences), and 
Ximing Guo (Rutgers Uni-
versity).
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Need to downsize?
Have items to sell? 

We have “all the ways” to help!

Consignment (quality)

Estate Sales (conducted)

Buying items (directly from you)

Booth Rental (Stop in for details)

We buy and sell Silver of all kinds! 
+ Coins bought and sold!

Kilmarnock 
Antique Gallery

 144 School Street 
(across from the school)

Kilmarnock, VA
www.virginia-antiques.com

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

September 6-18, 2011
Ready to see Alaska--now is the time. Travel 

from Fairbanks to Denali to Anchorage aboard 
the McKinley Explorer train before boarding 
your 5 star cruise liner, Holland America’s ms 
Zaandam. See bears, pan for gold, marvel at 

the glaciers in this “Great Land”. This beauti-
ful and pristine wilderness will capture a 13 

day vacation you will never forget. 
Prices start at only $2100!

Special $50 per person 
discount if booked by 2/11

                   www.burkesjewelers.com

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302. 

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges 
against 10 individuals.
Felonies

Tiawanda M. Rich, 31, of Chestnut 
Grove Lane was charged February 2 
with two counts of forgery and one count 
of grand larceny (all felonies) in Middle-
sex County.

Korey S. Witherspoon, 24, of Magno-
lia Circle was charged February 2 with 
unlawful wounding in commission of a 
felony and possession of a firearm by a 
convicted felon (both felonies) in con-
nection with the homicide of Shayna B. 
Harding. 

Megan C. Hill, 20, of Irvington Road 
was charged February 3 with two counts 
of grand larceny (felonies) in Northum-
berland County.

Clinton R. Chewning, 47, of Gaskins 
Road was arrested by Virginia State 
Police (VSP) for being a fugitive from 
justice (probation violation related to an 
illegal drug conviction) in Louisiana. 
Misdemeanors

A Greentown Road man, 25, was 
charged February 2 with contempt of 
court.

A Bright Waters Drive man, 75, was 
charged February 3 for domestic assault 
and battery.

A White Chapel Road woman, 19, 
was charged February 3 with contempt 
of court.

A Pinckardsville Road woman, 52, 
was charged February 3 with failure to 
comply with VASAP as ordered by a 
Gloucester County court.  

A Reedville man, 31, was charged 
February 5 with contempt of Henrico 
court.

A Meadowlark Lane man, 36, was 
charged February 7 with domestic assault 
and battery, possession of marijuana and 
public drunkenness.
Activity report

January 31:  Staff received a resi-
dential burglary and larceny report from 
Lancaster Creek Drive (assorted coins, 
X-box game, speakers, lawn mower, 
10 bottles of assorted liquors, property 
damage from forced entry, $670 loss) 
and a threatening telephone call report 
from Black Stump Road. Staff checked 
on the well-being of a Keep Safe pro-
gram participant after prearranged tele-
phone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), responded 
to a traffic complaint on Fleets Bay 
Road, responded to a possible domestic 
disturbance on White Chapel Road and  
removed a large animal carcass that a 
was traffic hazard on White Chapel 
Road.

February 1:  Staff investigated an 
unattended vehicle parked on Clover 
Lane. Staff responded to Lancaster 
High School on a staff member’s report 
of a student possibly in possession of 
drugs (unfounded incident), responded 
to a complaint from the Department of 
Social Services of possible elder abuse, 
to a domestic assault (father/son) on 
Merry Point Road and to a domestic 
disturbance (husband/wife) on Bright-

waters Drive. Staff received a walk-in 
complaint of abusive language over the 
telephone and investigated an open door 
to a commercial business during routine 
late night business checks (no burglary 
involved). 

February 2:    Staff responded to 
a domestic disturbance (husband/wife) 
on Brightwaters Drive, to a possible 
domestic assault in Kilmarnock, with 
the Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a domestic disturbance (hus-
band/wife) on Dogwood Lane, to an 
E911 disconnect call in the 1400 block 
of Lara Road (no emergency services 
needed; elderly complainant was trans-
ported to a family member’s home for 
the night), with KPD to a domestic 
assault (stepfather/stepson) on Chase 
Street and with KPD to a suspicious 
person complaint on Irvington Road. 
Staff received an attempted fraud com-
plaint from an Irvington Road resi-
dent, advising that she had received a 
call from a person purporting to be 
her grandson in need of $2,800 to be 
sent to him so he could be released 
from jail in Canada (the complainant 
asked pertinent questions, determined 
the caller was not her grandson, and 
notified legitimate family members to 
be aware of the attempted fraud in case 
they received a similar call). 

February 3: Staff received a larceny 
report from the 3900 block of Weems 
Road (10 pieces assorted silver flatware, 
$675 loss), responded to River and Mor-
attico roads on a verbal dispute involving 
the destruction of property and received 
information about a larceny on Gaskins 
Road. 

February 4:  Staff responded with 
VSP to a domestic disturbance (adult 
siblings) on Gaskins Road, to a civil 

complaint on Little Bay Road, to a juve-
nile behavioral complaint on Lara Road 
and to a domestic assault complaint (hus-
band/wife) in the 12200 block of Mary 
Ball Road. 

February 5:   Staff responded to a 
noise violation complaint in the 3100 
block of White Chapel Road, to a sus-
picious vehicle/persons complaint on 
Iberis Road, to a single-vehicle accident 
near River and Ottoman Ferry roads 
involving a vehicle that was hit by a fall-
ing tree, and with KPD to a drunk and 
disorderly person complaint on Towne 
Center Drive. 

February 6:  Staff responded with 
KPD to a domestic assault (boyfriend/
girlfriend) on East Church Street (inci-
dent determined to have occurred in 
Northumberland County), with KPD to 
a shoplifting complaint on North Main 
Street (incident handled by KPD), to a 
noise violation complaint in the 3100 
block of White Chapel Road, and to a 
domestic assault (husband/wife) com-
plaint in the 1800 block of Crawfords 
Corner Road. 

February 7:   Staff received a fraud 
report from Harris Road.

Staff also conducted 15 traffic stops, 
issued four summonses, assisted six 
motorists, reported two deer strikes, 
investigated two building alarms, logged 
two inmate transports and fielded two 
calls for animal control service.
 Fire calls

The Kilmarnock and White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Departments responded to a 
brush fire on Fleets Bay Road, a com-
mercial kitchen fire on North Main Street 
and a kitchen fire on Gunther Lane.

The Kilmarnock VFD also responded 
to a fire on Sparrow Drive.

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a carbon mon-
oxide alarm on Hickory Road and a 
traffic accident near River and Ottoman 
Ferry roads.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
charges against seven individuals.
Felonies

Kevin Wayne Stevens, 19, of Callao 
was charged January 31 with grand lar-
ceny as well as a misdemeanor count 
of larceny and three counts of entering 
property with the intent to damage.

Matthew Pierce Neal, 25, of Warsaw 
was charged January 31 with grand lar-
ceny.

Jerry Eugene Morris, 31, of Kilmar-
nock was charged February 1 with pos-
session of stolen property valued at $200 
or more with the intent to sell.

Megan Cierra Hill, 20, of Kilmarnock 
was charged February 2 with two counts 
of grand larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Callao woman, 48, was charged 
January 31 with petit larceny and enter-
ing property with intent to damage.

A Heathsville man, 27, was charged 
February 1 with assault and battery.

A Reedville man, 67, was charged 
February 6 with driving while intoxi-
cated.

Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers is seeking information about a 
recent incident in Kilmarnock.

Between 7 p.m. and midnight 
February 2, a person or persons 
entered the property of A&M Auto 
Repair on North Main Street and 
removed radios from seven cars.

Also, sometime between Janu-
ary 19 and 31, a person or persons 
entered the property at 404 Lan-
caster Creek Drive in Morattico 
and removed a jar of coins, and 
older model black x-box, a  gray 
box speaker, and a weed eater push 
lawn mower. Entry was made by 
destroying the glass door.

Report any information related to 
these incidents to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.

Phone calls to this number are 
not recorded. Callers could recieve 
a reward up to $1,000, if the infor-
mation is useful to law enforce-
men. Callers do not have to give 
their name or appear in court.  

WARSAW—A man is dead following 
a motor vehicle crash early last Satur-
day. 

At 1:22 a.m. February 5, Virginia State 
Police Senior Trooper O. B. Moody was 
called to the scene on Richmond High-
way, 1/10 of a mile west of Millpond 
Road.    

A 2000 Ford Explorer was traveling 
westbound on Route 360 when the driver 
ran off the right side of the roadway and 

struck a tree, said Trooper Moody. The 
driver, Octavio Ramos, 28, of Callao, 
suffered serious nonlife-threatening inju-
ries and was transported by ambulance 
to Riverside Regional Medical Center.  
Ramos was not wearing his safety belt.

The passenger, Pedro Gonzales, 24, of 
Callao, suffered serious life-threatening 
injuries and was transported by ambu-
lance to Memorial Regional Medical 
Center where he later died, said Trooper 

Moody.  Gonzales was not wearing his 
safety belt. 

Ramos was charged with driving 
under the influence, reckless driving, no 
valid driver’s license, and failing to wear 
his safety belt, said Trooper Moody. Fur-
ther charges are pending against Ramos. 

The Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office, Emergency Medical Services 
and Fire Department were on the scene 
of the crash, he said. 

Passenger dies following vehicle accident

SHERIFFS’ REPORT

CRIME SOLVERS

Cullen, 51, of Newman’s 
Neck Road. He was charged 
with attempted murder and 
use of a firearm to commit 
a felony.

The trial is scheduled to 
begin at 9 a.m. in the Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court.

“There is a plea agree-
ment,” said Wrightson. 
“Northern will plead guilty 
to all the charges against 
him. He will be sentenced 
to seven years in prison with 
some additional suspended 

time and probation when he 
gets out. Cullen will plead 
guilty to an amended charge 
of using a firearm to commit 
a felony. He will serve a year 
and a half with additional 
suspended time, followed by 
probation.”   

 Northern and Cullen were 
arrested in connection with 
an incident that occurred on 
Wednesday, July 28. At 5:50 
a.m., the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Department 
and Callao Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a 

Shooting suspects to plead guilty
continued from page A1

reported brush fire on Poto-
mac Drive in the Newman 
Neck area, according to 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins. 

The first units arriving 
found an approximately 
100-square-yard area of grass 
and brush burning. Closer 
examination revealed the 
remains of a Nissan pickup 
that was also on fire, reported 
Wilkins at the time. After 
the fire was extinguished, a 
shotgun was found on the 
ground beside the truck, he 
said. Officers started search-
ing the surrounding area for 
the possible occupants of the 
truck.

Shortly before 7 a.m. 
Feldman was found behind 
a privacy fence across the 
road from the fire, suffering 
from a gunshot wound to the 
chest, said Wilkins. Feldman 
was flown to MCV Hospital 
by LifeEvac 3 helicopter.

Wrightson said the men 
gave a variety of statements 
about why the incident hap-
pened, but the main reason 
seemed to be alcohol con-
sumption.

“All of them had been 
drinking all day and an argu-
ment broke out,” said Wright-
son. “They said Feldman 
aggravated them too much.”

Northern is represented by 
Patrick O’Brien of Lottsburg 
and Cullen is represented by 
John Martin of Kilmarnock.

Give a Valentine’s Day Gift they’ll really LOVE!

AND . . . this one is CALORIE FREE!

Online Subscriptions
 435-1701 ext. 19, KC Troise

Spread the

Love
Adver t i se  wi th  us !

435-1701
www.RRecord.com

Now Accepting
Early Spring Consignment

Homegoods, Clothing,
Shoes & Accessories

Wicker • Artwork • Furniture 
Jewelry • Houswares

Tuesday thru Saturday 10-5
72 N. Main St., Kilmarnock
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MARCH 2011

1 - 12 - Rappahannock Art League
Exhibit – Visual Arts Students of Marilyn Sprouse
Monday through Saturday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
 www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12 - The Lancaster Players
7:00 pm Social Hour, 8:00 pm Curtain - “Art” 
Seats $20
361 Chesapeake Dr., White Stone, VA 22578
www.lancasterplayers.org (804) 435-3776

Through March 6 - The Westmoreland Players
“All My Sons”
16217 Richmond Rd., Callao, VA 22435
Ticket information: www.westmorelandplayers.org
(804) 529-9345

5 - RFA “On Stage”
7:30 pm - Eric Kearns, Voices of Legends
Tickets $28
191 School St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482   
 www.rappahannockfoundation.org  (804) 435-0292 

13 - The Lancaster Players
2:00 pm Social Hour, 3:00 pm Curtain - “Art”
Seats $20
361 Chesapeake Dr., White Stone, VA 22578
www.lancasterplayers.org (804) 435-3776

13 - The Westmoreland Players
3:00 pm - Mardi Gras Jazz Concert
16217 Richmond Rd., Callao, VA 22435
Ticket information: www.westmorelandplayers.org 
(804) 529-9345

15 - 26 - Rappahannock Art League
Exhibit – Christ Church School Student Table Displays
Monday through Saturday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
 www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

19 - Chesapeake Academy PALS
9:30 - 11:00 am - Discovery Day (Ages 4 - 7)
Free and open to the public
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-5575

20 - RFA “On Stage”
2:30 pm - Virginia Symphony Orchestra
Tickets $28
191 School St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482   
 www.rappahannockfoundation.org  (804) 435-0292 

23 - Chesapeake Academy PALS
9:30 am - Arithmetickles (K -Grade 4)
10:30 am - Arithmetickles (Grades 5-8)
Free - Advance reservations required
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-557

27 - Rappahannock Concert Association
3:00 pm - Crosswinds Trio
Tickets $20
Rt. 360 and Academic Lane, Heathsville, VA  22473
www.rappahannockconcerts.org (804) 493-9522 

28 - Rappahannock Art League
1:00 pm – RAL Forum: Raku Ceramics 
Video and discussion
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

APRIL 2011  

1 - 30 - Rappahannock Art League
Exhibit – Rose Nygaard and Ed Ramsey
Monday through Saturday, 10 am - 4:00 pm 
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

14 - The Westmoreland Players
3:00 pm - “Love Gone Wrong”
16217 Richmond Rd., Callao, VA 22435
Ticket information: www.westmorelandplayers.org
(804) 529-9345

20 - Chesapeake Academy PALS
9:30 am - “Stuart Little” (Pre School - Grade 4)
Free - Advance reservations required 
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480 
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-5575

25 - Rappahannock Art League
1:00 pm – RAL Forum: Elements and 
Principles of Design 
Video and discussion
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

29 - Northern Neck Orchestra 
7:30 pm - Spring Concert - “Something Fun for Everyone”
Tickets $20 adult, $10 student
191 School St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.nnorchestra.org (804)435-9833

MAY 2011

1 - Northern Neck Orchestra 
3:00 pm - Spring Concert - “Something Fun for 
Everyone”
Tickets $20 adult $10 student
Northumberland High School 
www.nnorchestra.org (804) 435-9833

1 through October - Morattico Waterfront Museum
Open to the public for 2011 season 
12:00 - 4:00 pm Saturday, 1:00 - 4:00 pm Sunday
www.moratticowaterfrontmuseum.org
moratticowaterfrontmuseum@yahoo.com

6 - Rappahannock Concert Association 
7:30 pm - Butterbean Jazz Quartet
Tickets $20
Rt. 360 and Academic Lane, Heathsville, VA  22473
www.rappahannockconcerts.org (804) 493-9522

6- 22 - The Westmoreland Players
“The Government Inspector”
16217 Richmond Rd., Callao, VA 22435
Ticket information: www.westmorelandplayers.org
(804) 529-9345

6 - June 3 - Rappahannock Art League
Virginia Watercolor Society’s 32nd Annual Exhibit
Monday through Saturday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

23 - Rappahannock Art League
1:00 pm – RAL Forum: Why is that Art? 
Speaker – Emily Smith, VMFA
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

Lancaster
Players

Rappahanock
Foundation for 
the Arts

Your Community Arts Calendar 
presented by

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts

Cut here to save.

CHARLOTTESVILLE—
The Commonwealth’s 4 
p.m. Burning Law goes into 
effect February 15, the start 
of spring fire season in Vir-
ginia. 

The law prohibits burn-
ing before 4 p.m. each day 
through April 30 if the fire 
is in, or within 300 feet of, 
woodland, brushland or 
fields containing dry grass 
or other flammable materi-
als.

“This law is one of the 
most effective tools we have 
in the prevention of wild-
fires,” said Virginia Depart-
ment of Forestry (VDOF) 

HEATHSVILLE—As a 
result of last week’s huge 
winter storm, the Ameri-
can Red Cross provided 
food and a warm place to 
stay to stranded travelers 
and those without power, 
according to Northumber-
land Red Cross public-
ity chairman Joan Kroll. 
It was reported that there 
were 82 shelters open in 
eight states affected by the 
storm.

In addition, the Red Cross 
is seeking help in the form 
of blood donations to make 
up for thousands of dona-
tions lost because of the 
massive storm, said Kroll.  
The number of blood dona-
tions gone uncollected due 
to severe winter weather 
rose to more than 28,000, 
due to blood drive cancel-
lations.

Anyone eligible to 

donate is urged to attend a 
local blood drive. You also 
can schedule a donation by 
calling 1-800-733-2767, or 
visiting redcrossblood.org.  
All blood types are needed 
with a special need for 
donors with O-Negative, 
A-Negative and B-Nega-
tive blood, said Kroll. 

To help people affected 
by the recent winter storms 
and thousands of other 
disasters in this coun-
try and around the world, 
please consider a financial 
donation of any size which 
can be made to  American 
Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, 
Washington, DC 20013; 
or to a local chapter, Nor-
thumberland Red Cross, 
P.O. Box 103, Heathsville, 
VA 22473, or River Coun-
ties Red Cross, 39 Harris 
Road, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482.   

KILMARNOCK—Robert Smart 
was appointed to the Lancaster school 
board during a special session on Feb-
ruary 7.

Smart will serve as the District 1 rep-
resentative, replacing Carl Failmezger 
who resigned to become a magistrate 
for the region.  In November, voters 
will elect a permanent representative 
to serve out the remainder of the term 
ending in 2013.  

Smart also represents District 1 on 
the Lancaster County Planning Com-
mission. 

A 1966 graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy, Smart said he served two 

tours in Vietnam before transferring 
his commission to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA). He was based in Norfolk, 
Seattle, and NOAA headquarters in 
Silver Spring, Md. 

During his 30 years with NOAA, 
Smart commanded four ships “...from 
the Antarctic to above the Arctic Circle 
doing scientific research and nautical 
charting for ships. I commanded the 
ship that put out the initial array of 
buoys in the Pacific Ocean to moni-
tor the oscillation of El Niño and La 
Nina,” he said.

Smart retired to the Northern Neck 
and taught in Lancaster schools for 13 
years as a substitute teacher.

The Agenda

Local Government News

IRVINGTON—The Irvington Town Council will 
meet at 7:30 p.m. tonight (February 10) in the town hall on 
Steamboat Road.

The council members will discuss the appointment of a 
new member to the planning commission. 

Council also will consider a contribution request from 
Northern Neck Tourism; membership renewal with Lan-
caster County Chamber of Commerce; a Christmas lights, 
banners and flags contract; and proposals to calm traffic 
flow through town. 

Under old business, members will vote on permanent 
financing of the Thomas property and plans for the Thomas 
house. 

Located on Chesapeake Drive, a portion of the property 
was willed to the town in the 1970s. The town recently won 
a judgement to purchase shares from others who held par-
tial ownership

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, February 14, in the media room 
at Lancaster Middle School on School Street. 

The Virginia School Board Association will recognize 
board members, the clerk, and past board member from 
District 1, Carl Failmezger, for their service during School 
Board Recognition Month.

Superintendent Susan Sciabbarrasi will report on the 
fiscal year 2010 audit and fiscal year 2012 budget.

She also will discuss federal changes to the annual mea-
surable objectives for Standards of Learning testing.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, February 14, at the 
administration building in Lottsburg. The primary matter 
on the agenda is getting public input on next year’s budget, 
according to superintendent Clint Stables.

“The main thing we will be doing is taking public input 
on the budget,” said Stables. “We will also present a history 
of the budget from the last four years. Those are the two 
things that will take up the bulk of the meeting.”

On February 28, Stables will present a preliminary 
budget proposal that includes the public comments. A 
public hearing on the proposed school budget will follow 
March 14 and the school board will vote on a proposed 
budget March 28. All meetings are at 6 p.m.  

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board 
of supervisors will convene at 5 p.m. Thursday,  
February 17, in the General District courtroom at the 
courts building, 39 Judicial Place, in Heathsville.

Virginia Department of Transportation residency 
administrator David Brown, school superintendent 
Clint Stables and county administrator Kenny Eades 
will present progress reports. Paul Lee of Robinson, 
Farmer and Cox of Richmond will present the county 
audit for the 2010 fiscal year ending last July.

Eades said the board also will likely review the six 
proposals from firms bidding to consult on the Bluff 
Point planned unit development.

A public hearing at 7 p.m. will address proposed 
rate increases for the Reedville sanitation district over 
the next three years. 

Monthly residential rates will increase to a mini-
mum of $20 beginning next month, $30 beginning 
March 1, 2012, and $37 beginning March 1, 2013, 
said Eades. 

All commercial fees will increase proportionally, 
connection fees will increase and billing will be bi-
monthly instead of quarterly, he said. Discounts will 
be available for automatic and annual payments.

These provisions will apply to Reedville, Black-
berry and Twin Harbors, but do not affect the Fleeton 
or Callao systems, added Eades.

Smart appointed to school board
by Audrey Thomasson

Robert  Smart

Outdoor fires are unlawful prior to 4 p.m.
To report wildfires, call 911.
director of resource pro-
tection John Miller. “Each 
late winter and early spring, 
downed trees, branches and 
leaves become ‘forest fuels’ 
that increase the danger of a 
forest fire. By adhering to the 
law and not burning before 
4 p.m., people are less likely 
to start a fire that threatens 
them, their property and the 
forests of Virginia.”

A violation of this law 
is a Class 3 misdemeanor 
punishable by up to a $500 

fine, he said. In addition to 
the criminal violation, those 
who allow a fire to escape 
are liable for the cost of 
suppressing the fire as well 
as any damage caused to 
others’ property.

In 2010, there were 897 
wildfires that burned 8,485 
acres of forestland in the 
Commonwealth. This was 
a seven percent increase in 
the number of wildland fires 
compared to the 837 fires in 
2009. Similarly, the amount 
of acreage burned increased 
13 percent when compared 
to 7,494 acres that burned 
in 2009.

“At this time, the long-
range forecasts are for a 

normal to slightly drier 
spring, with normal to 
slightly above normal tem-
peratures,” said Miller. 
“We can generally count 
on a couple of passing dry 
cold fronts in the spring 
that bring strong winds on 
the heels of zero precipita-
tion. Under these weather 
conditions, and drought 
conditions on the ground, 
we could potentially see 
increased fire risk.”

Virginia Department of 
Forestry personnel serving 
Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties include Mike 
Aheroon and Rich Steensma. 
They can be reached at 
435-1831, or mike.aherron@
dof.virginia.gov.

“If anyone sees a wildfire, 
they should immediately 
call 911,” said Aherron.

Winter storms affect
Red Cross resources
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www.bankevb.com • (804) 443-4333 • 1-888-464-BANK (2265)
With 24 branches throughout Eastern Virginia, including Callao, Heathsville, and Urbanna

“ EVB is not only a friendly, 
 personal bank, it’s available 
 and accessible. We’re 
 always ready to recommend 
 EVB to our family and friends.”

The Morris family has banked with EVB® for over 
40 years. From business loans to checking and 
savings accounts, EVB has provided the Morris 
family with the services they need. For more 
than 100 years, EVB has provided the personal 
service that people value. Stop by and see how 
EVB can be part of your family’s fi nancial future.

Eleanor, Jeremiah, Mabel, George, and Reverend T. W. Morris

—George Morris

EVB® is a registered trademark of EVB in the United States.

DINWIDDIE—Virginia 
State Police and the Din-
widdie County Sheriff’s 
Office are seeking informa-
tion on the whereabouts of 
Brandon L. Pegram, 22, of 
Dinwiddie County.

Pegram is discribed as a 
black male with black hair 
and brown eyes. He is 6 feet 
2 inches tall and weighs 180 
pounds.

Pegram has several war-
rants for his arrest includ-
ing felony strong armed 
robbery and threatening 
to burn a structure, as well 
as misdemeanor domestic 
assault and battery. Pegram 

is considered dangerous, 
according to authorities.

He may be in the Rich-
mond area and traveling in 
a light green Ford Taurus. 
The Taurus is a Dinwiddie 
County vehicle with public 
use license plates and C23 
on the left bumper.

Report any related infor-
mation to the Virginia State 
Police Division I Dispatch 
Center at 804-553-3445, the 
Dinwiddie County Sheriff’s 
Office at 804-469-3755, 
or Petersburg/Dinwid-
die Crime Solvers at 
804-861-1212. All informa-
tion is confidential. 

SALUDA—National Alliance for the Mentally Ill 
(NAMI) Mid-Tidewater Chapter president Sandy Mottes-
hear recently presented Middle Peninsula Northern Neck 
Community Services Board (CSN) executive director 
Charles R. Walsh Jr., LCSW, a $1,800 donation.

The donation will help provide housing and housing sup-
ports for seriously mentally ill individuals served by the 
board, said CSB administrative secretary Reida M. Avery.

The NAMI Mid-Tidewater Chapter is a family and con-
sumer self help support and advocacy organization dedi-
cated to improving the lives of persons with severe mental 
illness.

The Mid-Tidewater chapter is a local affiliate of the 
National Alliance of the Mentally Ill. The group meets the 
third Monday of each month at Urbanna Baptist Church at 
7 p.m.

Work is progressing on a Lancaster-
Northumberland Habitat for Human-

ity Home on Greenwood Court, according to 
president John O’Keefe.

The project is a “Seven-church Apostle 
Build,” said O’Keefe.

Builder Chip Hudnall recently dug and 
poured the cement for the foundation, he 
said. Several brick masons followed with the 
block work.

All of the work was donated by those vol-
unteering their time, he added.

The crew included Norris Parker of 
Parker’s Masonry LLC, Roy Sutton, Franklin 
Fisher, James Fisher, Curtis Patton of Patton 
Construction, Brendan Walker of Northern 
Neck Masonry, Robert Wilkins Jr. of J. 
Robert Wilkins Jr. Masonry, and Joe Carano, 
Jeremy Henderickson and William Cooke of 
Henderickson Stone Works.

RICHMOND— Keep 
Virginia Beautiful (KVB) 
recently launched a new 
social networking website 
to promote environmental 
activism, discussion and 
social involvement through-
out the Commonwealth.

KVB was founded in 
1953 and re-launched in 
2009, according to execu-
tive director Mike Baum.  
Since the re-launch, KVB 
has made a strong effort to 
engage residents and those 
concerned about Virginia 
environmental issues across 
all social media outlets. 

Bolstered by the strong 
response on existing social 
networks, KVB is taking 
the next step by launching 
a totally new social plat-
form tailored to facilitate 
further action, discussion, 
and interaction with blogs, 
groups and affiliates, said 
Baum.

 KVB also announced a 
30 Grants in 30 Days cam-
paign, he said. Virginia 
organizations will have an 
opportunity to apply for one 
of 30, $1,000 grants across 
three general categories to 
be awarded during April 
2011: Cigarette Litter Pre-
vention, Plastic Shopping 
Bag Litter and Prevention, 
and Beautification and 
Community Greening.

The “30 in 30” initiative 
is co-sponsored by KVB, 
Wal-Mart, and Waste Man-
agement, said Baum.

Registration for the new 
KVB social site is free and 
open to anyone interested. 
Register at keepvirgini-
abeautiful.org.

KILMARNOCK—Author and victims’ rights advocate 
David Cariens of Kilmarnock will speak February 23 at Kean 
University in Union, N.J.  Michael Pohle, whose son was killed 
at Virginia Tech, will join Cariens, who lost the mother of his 
oldest grandchild in the Appalachian School of Law shooting.

They will speak to classes on “Death in Perspective.”  Under 
the title “Lies of Omission,” they will cite specific examples of 
high-level elected state officials, school administration person-
nel, and members of law enforcement refusing to cooperate 
with the victims’ families, said Cariens.

The two also will hold talks with campus security, he said. 
They are working on a book about the Tech tragedy from the 

perspective of the victims and their families, he said.

KILMARNOCK—Kha-
lia V. Harding, 9, of Weems, 
a third-grader at Lancaster 
Primary School, recently 
was named February Youth 
of the Month by the Boys 
& Girls Club of the North-
ern Neck, according to unit 
director Wardell Carter.

A two-year member, 
Harding is involved in the 
Success Dance Team and 
cheerleading. At school, she 
participates in the chorus. 

Harding was recognized 
because she has a positive 
attitude, a good attendance 
record, and is willing to 
assist staff and members, 

Going to market
From left, Artisan Bread Co. owner Alexander Strugatsky 
sells fresh bread to Debbie Pyska. More than 30 vendors 
participated in a winter market February 5 at Festival 
Halle in Reedville.  Some 340 folks attended the market.  
Proceeds benefit the preservation of the historic Festival 
Halle.  The next Winter Market will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. March 19.  Vendors may call 453-6529.

Local youth join retreat
Coan Baptist Church and Irvington Baptist Church youth groups attended the Smoky 
Mountain Bible Conference in January. The theme of the conference was “Tug” - One 
Tug, One Call, One Life.  The youth enjoyed the conference and concert with Casting 
Crowns, along with 8,000 other youth, said Sheri Kent of Coan Baptist Church.

From left are Norris Parker, Roy Sutton, Franklin Fisher, Curtis Patton, Brendon 
Walker, Robert Wilkins Jr., Joe Carano, Jeremy Hendrickson and William Cooke.

Pros lay foundation for Habitat home

Foundation 
launches a
new website

Cariens to speak at Kean

Club honors Harding

Khalia V. Harding

said Carter. Her goal is to 
become a famous singer and 
fashion designer.

Authorities seek help
locating Dinwiddie man

From left are Charles R. Walsh Jr., LCSW, and Sandy 
Motteshear.

Advocacy group supports 
housing for mentally ill

On average, $400 million in domestically produced 
cut flowers and $24 million in domestically produced cut 
roses are sold every year for Valentine’s Day.

There are roughly 20,000 florists in the U.S., many of 
which are very busy delivering and selling flowers for Val-
entine’s Day. (Metro News Service)

Did you know?



CommunityForum February 10, 2011
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A6

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

The four Sunday evenings of January my 
good wife and I spent watching the PBS 

broadcast of the BBC Masterpiece Classic, 
“Downton Abbey.”  For those who have not 
seen the program, it is an enjoyable and insight-
ful view into the manners of the English aris-
tocracy and their servants from the sinking of 
R.M.S. Titanic in 1912 until the outbreak of the 
First World War in 1914.

This first season was a short series of only 
the four episodes, but each was consuming in 
its ability to generate images of that England 
of long ago. The final piece closed with the 
announcement that a second season is in pro-
duction. Friends who have watched the British 
version have told me that it is somewhat longer, 
but not available in this country.  

The recently concluded series left the audi-
ence with a myriad of questions as to who will 
do what, what will happen, and how the lives 
of the personages will unfold in future shows. 
Without wishing to ruin the expectation for 
those who have or have not seen those sections 
already broadcast, I venture to make some 
prognostications.

As Lord Grantham has no sons, but only 
three eligible daughters, and as his wife has 
miscarried a son, the big question is whether 
Mary, the eldest, will marry her third cousin, 
Robert, who one day will inherit Downton, that 
day being when her father dies.

The estate is tied up in an entail, a vestige 
of medieval laws of primogeniture whereby 
the eldest male child inherits everything, leav-
ing younger sons the prospect of entering the 
church, and daughters the task of finding rich, 
landed husbands.

As to predictions, I venture to surmise that 
future episodes will see O’Brien, the personal 

maid of the Countess, enter a cloistered convent 
in order to atone for her culpability in causing 
her mistress to fall in the bathroom, thereby 
causing the miscarriage. Further, after several 
more romantic escapades, the family’s eldest 
daughter, Mary, will convert and enter the 
same convent where O’Brien will have become 
Mother Superior, all in the name of trying to 
find meaning in her wasteful life.

Branson, the young Irish socialist chauffeur, 
will distinguish himself in battle in the forth-
coming war, returning a hero, which will lead 
to his marrying the Earl’s youngest daughter, 
Sybil, who will share in his socialist agenda for 
dividing the wealth. He will stand for election 
to become a Labour Party member of Parlia-
ment, and join in Ramsay McDonald’s first 
Labour government.

Robert Crawley, the heir presumptive to 
Downton Abbey, also will have illustrious war-
time service, leading to his being knighted by 
King George V.  He will remain the elusive 
bachelor for numerous programs, finally tying 
the knot with Lady Edith, the Earl’s middle 
daughter, who will have overcome her homeli-
ness and become quite the “femme fatale.”

Downstairs, the clear, obvious course will 
be for Mr. Bates, the Earl’s valet, to experience 
vindication from the charges of having stolen 
during his military service in the Boer War, 
leading to his and Anna’s ultimate marriage, 
Anna being the chief housemaid. Similarly, 
Gwen, an assistant housemaid, who secretly 
has trained in typewriting and shorthand, and 
is leaving Downton to become secretary to the 
rising son of a housemaid himself, who is in the 
new telephone business, ultimately will marry 
her new boss. As he is in the vanguard of the 
communication revolution of their era, he will 
become a very wealthy captain of commerce.  
Much later in the series I see him making the 
impoverished Earl a loan in order for the family 
to be able to continue to live in Downton.

Thomas, the stealing footman, who is leav-
ing the lord’s employ to enter the military in the 
capacity of a medic, will find himself caught, 
and given his long overdue just desserts. Wil-
liam, on the other hand, the nice, polite foot-
man, will transfer to being a groom, and will 
marry Daisy, the assistant in the kitchen.  
Together they will spend their lives in domestic 
service. He will train a large stable of winning 
racehorses, and she will emerge as the chief 
cook.

The younger B.E., who did not join us in 
watching the episodes, has referred to the pro-
gram as sounding as if it is a soap opera, and 
to some extent I agree. Never having watched 
daily soaps, perhaps I am not the best person 
to judge whether “Downton Abbey” meets the 
definition or not. It is a beautifully staged sce-
nario depicting a period and style now almost 
a century old, one that did not survive into 
modern times. Rather than a soap, I should call 
it a touch of Jane Austen revisited.

The recently concluded 
series left the audience with 
a myriad of questions as to 
who will do what, what will 
happen, and how the lives of 
the personages will unfold in 
future shows.

Focal Point

Swans on ice
Photo by Sharon Fine

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Waterfront 
Giveaway

There is a country music 
song that talks about 
“oceanfront” property in 
Arizona as a metaphor for 
someone being a fool:

“I got some ocean front 
property in Arizona.

From my front porch you 
can see the sea.

I got some ocean front 
property in Arizona

If you’ll buy that, I’ll 
throw the golden gate in 
free.”

 But in Virginia, the citi-
zens of the Commonwealth 
could be played the fool 
under HB2310.

It would give away cre-
ated waterfront land to the 
upland owner.   Put another 
way, if you legally fill in 
over top of state bottom-
land, you get the new water-
front property for free. 

Contrast this to existing 
law, which requires you pay 
a quarter of the assessed 
value of the waterfront 
property. Pretty good bar-

YOUR LETTERS

Responding to the recent 
letter, “Why wait for jus-
tice?”, I commend Judge 
Taliaferro for delaying the 
verdict in the case of Dr. 
Matthew and Caroline Shif-
flett.  

I believe he is pursuing a 
course of rational and rea-
soned justice. He is following 
the intent of the law, not the 
letter of the law. This is why 
justice is handled by lawyers 
and judges who have years 
of schooling and experience 
rather than verdicts being 
decided by computers.

I believe, as did Martin 
Luther King Jr., that people 
should be judged not by out-
ward superficial evidence 
but by “the content of their 
character.”   

The Shiffletts have proven 
themselves to be valuable 
and caring members of our 
community. Through count-
less hours of volunteer 
service, both with several 
non-profit agencies, and on 
their own they have served 
all citizens of this commu-
nity regardless of race, age 
or financial standing. They 
have volunteered their time, 
their resources and their tal-
ents.

As far as the felony charge 
of “intent to distribute” that 
Dr. Matt is facing, one can 
only wonder that if indeed 
there was a large scale opera-
tion in effect, where is all the 
money? Where is the fancy 
house, the cars, the baggies 
for selling the product and 
the wads of money always 

Justice takes more
than a few hours The  February 3  edition 

contained  a letter to the 
editor entitled, “Legislating 
Special Privileges.”

According to the writer, 
the Tea Party is corrupt 
because a “Tea Party affli-
ated State Senator” has 
introduced a bill with which 
the writer does not agree. 
It is not a bill endorsed by 
the Tea Party, it is just a bill 
introduced by a legislator 
who is somehow associated 
with the Tea Party.

Although this is a pretty 
vague connection, it is suf-
ficient for the writer to 
conclude, “...the Tea Party 
appears to be as bad or worse 
than anything involving the 
Republicans or Democrats.”  
Such a  leap in logic can be 
fueled only by such  intense 
hatred for the Tea Party that  
all logic, rationality and 
cause and effect tests are 
ignored.      

Garey L. Conrad,
Urbanna

A leap in logic

gain already, but one that 
takes in to account the work 
the upland owner has done 
to add value.

House Bill 2310 is offen-
sive on several levels, the 
least of which is that it 
appears the country music 
songwriter understands jus 
publicum, the bundle of 
public trust rights which 
have been part of English 
common law for thousands 
of years.

Jus publicum is the 
bundle of trust rights the 
public has to fully use 
and enjoy for commerce, 
navigation and fishing of 
the public trust lands.  And 
what is a public trust land?  
Very simply, it includes, but 
is not limited to, the waters 
and bottomland of the 
Commonwealth.

The Public Trust Doc-
trine simply provides that 
lands, waters and living 
resources in a state are held 
by that state in trust for the 
benefit of all of the people, 
and not just the upland 
owners.  The trust is a real 
trust in the legal sense of 
the word. 

Waterfront property 
own-ers don’t get to build a 
dock because they own the 
bottomland in front of their 
property, but in spite of that 
fact. Thus, HB2310 gives 
away the very land that you 
and I own.

What makes this measure 
even more egregious is the 
fact that we are giving away 
state owned land to those 
who are most able to afford 
it—waterfront property 
owners.  And, evidently, in 
some cases the property 
being given away is com-
mercial in nature.  In other 
words, if a developer of a 
waterfront condominium 
complex legally fills in 
bottomland, then he can 
merely petition the state to 
have that bottomland given 
to him.

Under the Public Trust 
Doctrine, the trustees are 
I and my peers—state leg-
islators who can delegate 
our authority to the execu-
tive branch.  Maybe if we 
believe giving away the 
bottomland for free is good 
policy, we might just get a 
bridge thrown in for free.

associated with such things?
The prosecution’s expert 

testified there was no evi-
dence of this and the antique 
scale that was found in the 
bedroom was not viable for 
a sales operation. And, as the 
letter from last week states, 
if the Shiffletts were throw-
ing elaborate pot parties 
why was their use of mari-
juana for medical reasons a 
total surprise to their closest 
friends?

I have been to the home on 
numerous occasions before 
the indictment and never 
heard, smelled, saw or was 
offered any marijuana. If 
there is no evidence of sales 
distribution then the verdict 
is untenable.

A felony conviction in 
this case would be a travesty 
and a tragedy. Dr. Shifflett 
voluntarily entered a medi-
cally based rehabilitation 
program that satisfies the 
strict requirements of the 
Virginia Board of Medicine 
in order to retain his chiro-
practic license. If this emi-
nent organization is satisfied, 
why should we deprive Dr. 
Matt of his ability to support 
his family? This program 
includes strictly monitored 
drug testing so there is no 
wiggle room. The usage has 
stopped and the selling never 
happened.

Judge Taliaferro realizes 
that sometimes justice takes 
more than a few hours. As 
Abraham Lincoln once said, 
“I have always found that 
mercy bears richer fruits 
than strict justice.”

Kelli A. Barnhardt,
Gloucester

The February 3 edition 
carried a letter, “Legislating 
Special Privileges” attacking 
State Sen. Bill Stanley (19th 
District) for introducing a bill 
to protect the president and 
executive vice president of 
Virginia Tech from a lawsuit. 

The writer alleges Sen. 
Stanley has some (unspeci-
fied) “affiliation” with the 
Tea Party and his bill con-
tains an implied threat to the 
state Supreme Court. In the 
writer’s words, “Play ball 
with me if you want to keep 
your job. [or] I’ll organize 

What Tea Party?

the Tea Party against you.” 
Finally, he links these asser-
tions to claim the Tea Party is 
corrupt.

The bill, HB1381, amends 
existing law to allow that if 
a circuit court has entered 
in any pending civil action 
an order denying a plea of 
sovereign immunity made 
by the Commonwealth or 
any agency, instrumentality, 
political subdivision, or agent 
or employee, that the party 
seeking sovereign immunity 
can appeal the ruling to the 
state Supreme Court.

Possibly the situation of 
the Virginia Tech officers 
prompted Sen. Stanley, but 
what is relevant is the actual 
content of the bill. The writer 
is wrong in claiming the bill 
will protect these officials. It 
merely allows an appeal.

Nothing in the bill threat-
ens justices’ jobs. The writer 
has simply put his own words 
into Sen. Stanley’s mouth.

There is no “Tea Party.” 
Tea Parties are independent 
grass roots organizations. 
Groups like the Virginia Tea 
Party Patriots Federation 
foster cooperation, but they 
neither sponsored HB1381, 
or recommended Tea Parties 
support it.

In my view, an unlim-
ited right to bring civil suits 
against officials does little 
for accountability but much 
to paralyze officials into 
ineffectiveness, so HB1381 
seems reasonable. Perhaps 
I’m wrong – but that doesn’t 
make me corrupt. What is 
corrupting is calumny.

Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

Rappahannock Record
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Like many young men 
of the south coming 

along in the 70s, I took these 
immortal words of the late 
Steve Gaines, made popular 
by Lynard Skynard, as my 
motto: 

“I know a little ‘bout love, 
Baby I can guess the rest.”

Was that ever a mistake.
Don’t ever leave love to 

guesswork. I’m still sorting 
it out.

Valentine’s Day is Monday 
and even if Cupid’s arrow 
finds a target on my butt, 
left to my own devices I still 
probably wouldn’t get it.

Thanks to Senior Pastor 
Jim Jackson at the White 
Stone Church of the Naza-
rene, I’m beginning to catch 
on.

Yeah, it’s about time. With 
one failed marriage and 
numerous busted relation-
ships and broken hearts, 
including my own, you’d 
think I would have figured it 
out, even the hard way.

But, “I was lookin’ for love 
in all the wrong places.”

How many times have you 
heard that one by Johnny 
Lee, and other artists?

Or, “Looking for a love to 
call my own,” written by J.W.  
Alexander and Zelda Samu-
els and recorded in 1971 by 
the J. Geils Band?

I should have looked in the 
Bible.

Last Sunday, Pastor Jim 
delivered the first installment 
in his four-part “WiiFit” 
series, exploring relation-
ships, together overcoming 
loneliness.

Can we stay together for-
ever?

We can if our relation-
ships are built on respect, 
encouragement, comfort, 
security, support, acceptance, 
approval, appreciation, atten-
tion and affection.

From the very beginning, 
we find that man is not meant 
to be alone. In Genesis 2:18 
God said, “It is not good for 
the man to be alone...” and he 
introduced the animals and 
birds and eventually woman.

Genesis 2:24 reads: 
“Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his 
wife: and they shall be one 
flesh.”

Choosing the right person 
is important. Learning to be 
and become the right person 
also is important, advises 
Pastor Jim.

And “What about love?” 
Released in June 1985, it 
became a hit single for Heart.

It’s easy to fall in love. 
Buddy Holly and the Crick-
ets sang it in 1958 and Linda 
Ronstadt covered it in 1977, 
“It’s so easy to fall in love.”

Staying in love is the goal. 
Pastor Jim directs us to John 
13:34 where Jesus says, “A 
new commandment I give 
unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one 
another.”

There it is. The foundation 
for staying in love is to make 
love a verb, says Pastor Jim.

It is possible to fall in love 
and stay in love forever when 
you make love a verb, he 
said.

Turning to Ephesians 
5:21-33, we read of mutual 
submission, of wives submit-
ting to their own husbands, 
of husbands loving their 
wives as “Christ also loved 
the church, and gave himself 
unto it,” of husbands loving 
their wives as they love their 
own bodies.

The series continues at 
10:45 a.m. Sundays through-
out February.

Meanwhile, with Valen-
tine’s Day coming up, do 
your homework. It’s the per-
fect time to read the greatest 
love story ever told.

The Song of Solomon is 
a love story between a man 
and a woman. It’s about 
romance, passion, love and 
sex. It describes their court-
ship, wedding and marriage.

It’s a how-to manual for 
husband and wife, a field 
guide for including God in 
your relationship.

Remember this one by 
Minnie Riperton from 1974: 
“Lovin’ you is easy cause 
you’re beautiful.” 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
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Introducing the Rappahannock Record’s
Northern Neck Business Locator

Submit your business information and be included in this brand new feature FREE for one year!
Submissions after May 1, 2011 wil be charged $50 per year

Renewal membership is $50 per year.

Submit your business at
www.rrecord.com

$

DAVIS 
Auto Sales, Inc., Kilmarnock, VA

(804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Oil Change Special

$29.95
Up to 5 qts of API oil and filter, top off fluids. 

Synthetic oil slightly higher. 
Clip & Save & bring in

Free Tire Rotation & Balance
Prices good thru 2/28/2011

Winterize Special
$34.95

Includes check hoses, belts, new antifreeze. 
Some SUV’s and trucks slightly higher
Free Tire Rotation & Balance

Prices good thru 2/28/2011

Ann’s Retiring!
On Valentine’s Day, 

Monday, February 14, 
please stop by the

Rappahannock Record 
and bid a sweet
farewell to Ann 

Shelton! For many, 
Ann has been

the “face and voice” 
of the Record as the 

front offi ce and classifi eds
manager — for 27 years!! Come in 

throughout the day, spend some time 
reminiscing, have some refreshments, or 

place a fi nal classifi ed with Ann!

On Valentine’s Day, 
Monday, February 14, 

Rappahannock Record 

Shelton! For many, 

the “face and voice” 
of the Record as the 

front offi ce and classifi eds

State Senate Report
by Sen. Richard H. Stuart

Inside the Capitol, daily floor ses-
sions get longer as legislators work 

toward Crossover on February 8. On 
that day, the Senate has to finish its 
work on bills filed by senators and 
the House has to finish its work on 
bills filed by delegates.  After that 
day, the Senate begins to consider 
bills approved by the House and 
the House begins to consider bills 
approved by the Senate.

Deadlines like these make it pos-
sible for the General Assembly to 
consider the more than 2,000 pieces 
of legislation this year alone. While 
it may seem to be an astounding 
task, the committee system and the 
deadlines provide a winnowing pro-
cess to ensure multiple checks.

Much of the attention will return 
to proposed changes to the biennial 
budget.  Gov. McDonnell previewed 
his proposed amendments to the 
2010-2012 Budget in December.
That was the first step in a four-stage 
process. We are now about to enter 
the second stage.

In the week ahead, the Senate 
and House will debate and approve 
their respective versions of budget 
amendments. In all likelihood, nei-
ther version will be identical to the 
governor’s. Both legislative bodies, 
led by the Finance Committee in the 
Senate and Appropriations Commit-
tee in the House, will have versions 
of the budget that differ on several 
key points.

After both chambers approve their 
respective packages of amendments 
to the budget, the process will move 
into its third stage, negotiations. 
Representatives from the Senate 
Finance and House Appropriations 
Committees will work out the dif-
ferences between their versions of 
amendments to the budget. Those 

legislators have to reach agreement 
on a single version of the budget 
that can win approval in the Senate 
and the House prior to our scheduled 
adjournment February 26.

For the final stage of the process, 
the budget amendments approved by 
the General Assembly are sent back 
to the governor. He then gets a final 
opportunity to suggest changes to 
the General Assembly’s plan. Legis-
lators vote on his recommendations 
during the one-day Reconvened Ses-
sion on April 6.

The entire process creates five dif-
ferent versions of the budget before 
the sixth and final one is signed by 
the governor sometime after April 6. 
They are, in order, one introduced 
by the governor, one approved by 
the House and one approved by 
the Senate, one agreed upon by the 
House and Senate, and one agreed 
upon by the House and Senate with 
the governor’s recommendation.

Virginia’s budget process is very 
thorough.

As we head toward Crossover, 
some of my bills have made it to the 
Senate floor and passed. The Senate 
approved my economic develop-
ment bill, SB998. The bill gives 
incentives to a business to locate in 
areas where the population is under 
200,000 people, which  is all of 
District 28. The bill also eases the 
congestion in the more populated 
areas and the folks who have to 
commute to Northern Virginia now 
have a much improved quality of life 
because they don’t have to drive up 
north. The bill also gives incentives 
to open up satellite facilities in the 
areas where the employees actually 
work.

 SB868 will streamline the pro-
cess for farmers to be able to shoot 

deer that are destroying their crops.
SB870 provides for the establish-

ment of a Blue Alert Program to be 
administered by the Department of 
State Police when a suspect for a 
crime involving the death or serious 
injury of a law-enforcement officer 
has not been apprehended and is a 
serious threat to the public or when 
a law-enforcement officer is missing 
while on the line of duty under sus-
picious circumstances.

SB874 adds Stafford County as a 
participating locality to the George 
Washington Toll Road Author-
ity. It also makes it easier to make 
improvements to roads in Stafford 
County and the Fredericksburg 
region and eliminates some restric-
tions on where improvements can be 
made so we can deal with some of 
the parts of Route 3 and the bridges 
that cross the Rappahannock.

SB991 changes the requirements 
for acquiring title to abandoned 
vessels.  This bill essentially con-
forms the notification procedures 
to comply with the weekly newspa-
pers, which are generally the paper 
of general circulation as opposed to 
the daily papers. 

SB995 creates an additional 
option for fishing license. As many 
people know, the freshwater/saltwa-
ter fall line on the Rappahannock is 
the bridge at Tappahannock. If you 
fish on one side of the bridge, you 
must have one kind of license. If you 
fish on the other side of the bridge, 
you have to have a different license 
and one side of the bridge does not 
allow a boat license. This bill creates 
an option so that you can purchase 
a license to fish anywhere in tidal 
waters of Virginia, anyone on your 
boat is covered, and the license is 
transferrable to any boat you own.   

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster County Repub-
lican Committee recently 
announced its “Centennial” 
Reagan Day Dinner will 
be held March 6 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country 
Club near Kilmarnock.

This will be the 14th 
annual dinner honoring 
Reagan sponsored by the 
Lancaster Republican Party. 
The event will begin with a 
social hour at 5:30 p.m. A 
buffet dinner will be served 
at 7 p.m.

Rep. Rob Wittman will 
head the list of featured 
speakers as Master of Cer-
emonies. 

The event will be “spe-
cial” since it coincides with 
the celebration of President 
Ronald Reagan’s 100th 
birthday, said chairman 
Joan Blackstone. President 
Reagan was born Feb. 6, 
1911.

“We hope that Republi-
cans from throughout the 
Northern Neck, as well as 
other interested citizens, 
will join us on March 6 for 

‘Centennial’ Reagan Day
Dinner slated for March 6

Rep. Rob Wittman

an evening of good food, 
good fellowship and great 
speeches,” said Blackstone.

Activities will include 
a silent auction of politi-
cal memorabilia to raise 
funds for the local Republi-
can Party. Donors may call 
Blackstone at 435-6464.

The cost of the dinner is 
$50 per person. To make a 
reservation, send a check 
payable to the Lancaster 
County Republican Com-
mittee to Lancaster County 
Republican Committee, P.O. 
Box 1215, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482.   

YOUR LETTERS

It is the reach of God’s 
grace to heal us in recovery 
of our bondage relation-
ships. 

The healing power of 
God will rescue us from a 
spiritual war zone of dark 
destruction.

The attackers of our 
brethren will most insensi-
tively spew hatred and con-
demnation at one another. 
Again, it is the enemy trying 
to contain our hearts and 
minds. The divine, merciful 
release from bondage will 
only come from our per-
sonal peace with God!

For well over 30 years I 
have carried in my wallet 
this message which God 
proudly wants me to share 
with each of you.

It is the “Definition Of A 
Real Man,” by R. Nelson 
Valentine, and it is God’s 
valentine to all.

One who has self-confi-
dence but does not show it.

One who can be courteous 
in the face of discourtesy.

One who keeps his word, 
his temper and his friends.

One who wins respect 
by being respectable and 
respectful.

One who has a steady 
eye, a steady nerve, a steady 
tongue and steady habits.

One who is silent when he 
has nothing to say.

One who is calm when he 
judges, and humble when he 
misjudges.

Douglas Gerald Cook,
White Stone

Inner peace

Here we go again with the 
Republicans using slogans 
like “job killing,” death 
penalties” and “unconsti-
tutional” trying to repeal 
health care reform. Oppo-
nents are far more inter-
ested in undoing anything 
Obama has accomplished 
rather than creating jobs to 
help our economy.

How can citizens call 
themselves free if well 
crafted fear-mongering 
has such influence on their 
decisions? Freedom and 
independent judgment go 
hand in hand.

People are beginning 
to see things they like in 
the health plan; insurance 
companies cannot drop 
you when you get sick and 
prohibit denial for pre-
existing conditions. Young 
adults can stay on their 
parents insurance until age 
26. People who fall in the 
donut hole for prescription 
drugs will get help. More 
provisions to help consum-
ers afford health insurance 
are coming in the pipe line.

Our emergency rooms 

Cause for 
suspicion

are overused by people who 
do not have insurance and 
are costing us all money. 
Many have chronic ali-
ments that would be better 
treated with a primary care 
physician. These people are 
our workers. Healthy work-
ers are productive workers. 
Healthy children are a vital 
natural resource.

The health care reform 
bill is very close to that 
done by Romney in Mas-
sachusetts and what other 
Republicans once wanted. 
This is not a totally federal 
program like Medicare. 
There is a lot in it for the 
insurance companies. But 
companies want complete 
domination over consum-
ers as well as their money. 
They are pouring money 
into congress to try to get 
what they want.

I haven’t noticed any con-
gressional opponents will-
ing to give up their federally 
funded insurance benefits. 
Until I do, I am very suspi-
cious of any honest concern 
for other Americans on this 
issue. 

Mary L. Lay,
Kilmarnock

The price of a gallon of 
gasoline at the pump is deter-
mined by the market forces 
at work in the area where 
the pump is located. If that 
area happens to straddle the 
boundary between two states 
with different gas tax rates, the 
price at pumps on either side 
of the line in such a market 
area will be nearly the same. 
The gallon sold in the lower 
tax side simply provides a 
higher profit to the oil com-
pany than the gallon sold on 
the higher tax side.

According to the American 
Petroleum Institute, gas tax 
rates in Kentucky, West Vir-
ginia, and North Carolina are, 
respectively, 22.3, 32.2, and 
32.8 cents per gallon. Virgin-
ia’s is 17.5 cents per gallon.

Every gallon of gasoline 
purchased in Virginia donates 
between 5 and 15 cents per 
gallon more to oil company 
profits than  a gallon purchased 
in  surrounding states. That 
adds up to millions of dollars 
per year that could be going to 
pay for Virginia’s transporta-
tion infrastructure needs.

Virginia could raise its gas 
tax rate by at least 10 cents 
without raising the price at 
the pump, and thereby ease 
the squeeze on the Common-
wealth’s transportation budget. 
The question to ask every can-
didate for the House of Del-
egates this year is: Will you let 
the “No Tax” pledge outweigh 
common sense when voting 
on raising the gas tax?

 Bob Lindsey,
Callao

Raise the gas tax

I want to share an experi-
ence I was fortunate to have 
several weeks ago at the 
Lancaster Middle School. 
The Rappahannock Foun-
dation for the Arts funded a 
wonderful performance by 
the Northern Neck Orches-
tra of “Peter and the Wolf.” 

Lower elementary stu-
dents from area schools 
were invited to attend this 
special performance. The 
theater was full of young 
students enjoying the per-
formance.

They knew when to clap, 
they learned or for many 
of them already knew the 
instruments in the orches-
tra and, responded when 
each instrument which 
represented a character in 
the story was heard. It was 
an excellent learning and 
enjoyable experience for 
these children in our com-
munity. 

All this happened within 
the “Arts” category where 
we seem not to have the 
funds in our public schools 
to offer. 

Shelia McGuill,
Lancaster

Experiencing
‘Arts’ in school

Drivers are responsible 
for avoiding collisions with 
unexpected pedestrians, 
bicyclists, farms machin-
ery, or stalled cars on the 
road.  Or are they not?  In 
the tragic case of the pedes-
trian killed in Fairport 
(Rappahannock Record, 
February 3, 2011) State 
Police Trooper Lewis laid 
the blame on the victim for 
“walking the wrong way, 
with the flow of traffic.”

If the pedestrian had been 
a bicyclist in the same spot, 
riding as required with the 
flow of traffic, the bicyclist 
would have been struck. Or 
even if the pedestrian had 
been in that spot walking 
against traffic, she likely 
would have been killed. It 
could have been a stalled 
car in that spot.  

The bottom line is that 
drivers are required to be 
alert to obstructions and 
adjust their speed, espe-
cially on a curve or in situ-
ations with limited visibil-
ity.  As a frequent bicyclist 
on county roads, the impli-
cation that it is excusable 
to hit someone in your lane 
if you are coming around a 
curve is a shameful state-
ment.

Robert Weekley,
Lancaster

Is hitting a
pedestrian
excusable? 

Spread the

Love
Adver t i se  wi th  us !

435-1701

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com
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50 % 
OFF

STOREWIDE SALE
SPRING CLEANING!

  EXCLUDES- - - -   SALSA,
AWL T-SHIRTS AND BOOKS

Items of $1.00 or less 
will not be discounted.

(A few other exceptions may apply)

Sale Dates:
February 10th thru February 24th

Animal Welfare League
75 So. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-0822
10am-4pm Monday-Saturday

Real . Local . Radio

The Weather Phone
443-4400

Sponsored by King’s Cleaning Service

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

My week started with a trip to the USS GEORGE H.W. 
BUSH (CVN 77), the Navy’s newest nuclear powered 

aircraft carrier, and a true modern marvel.
I flew down to the ship as a guest of Admiral Kirkland 

Donald, the director of Naval Nuclear Propulsion. We flew 
from Washington, D.C,, to Mayport, Fla., where we boarded 
an aircraft flown by the pilots from the BUSH where she was 
conducting operations off the coast of Florida.

We landed on the deck of the BUSH going from 105 mph 
to 0 in two seconds to land on the carrier, which really showed 
the impressive capabilities of our military aircraft. From there 
we visited the ship and toured the engineering spaces, propul-
sion systems and met many young Sailors. We saw them main-
taining and operating the nuclear power plant and auxiliary 
systems. It was an awesome experience. 

I visited the flight deck to observe crew operations. It is the 
most precisely executed military maneuver I have ever seen. 
The flight deck is one of the most dangerous places in the 
world, manned by professionals, who communicate, plan, and 
perform the most detailed operations in the U.S. Navy.

From the flight deck there are crews staging, storing, arming 
and refueling aircraft, and the pilots landing and being cata-
pulted off the ship; it was the essence of teamwork. Every 
Sailor on the ship is doing a job that supports the ship and their 
shipmates. The crew is performing outstandingly at sea while 
training in preparation for deployment to the Middle East this 

spring. America should be proud of her Sailors in the U.S. 
Navy.  

Back in the First District, I stopped by a restaurant in Fred-
ericksburg on Tuesday. It was a great opportunity to speak 
with the owner, and the employees who work hard each day 
to support their families. Like any small business, they are 
focused on growth and are affected by the national economic 
mood. Congress must do everything in its power to create 
more certainty for our economy to grow. We can start with 
cutting the out-of-control spending, and enacting a Balanced 
Budget Amendment to ensure Congress is accountable in their 
spending.

On Thursday, I provided the Williamsburg Kiwanis Club 
with an update on the work in Washington and issues within 
the district. The top issue raised at the meeting was federal 
spending. They expressed concerns about current spending 
levels being unsustainable and that we must be on track to bal-
ance the federal budget. I couldn’t agree more.

Another issue in the forefront for Congress is health care. I 
made a home health care visit in Newport News to learn more 
about the medical services received from a provider that goes 
to the patient. This experience offered an additional perspective 
as we take a broad look at how we can reform health care fol-
lowing the health overhaul law enacted last year. I still believe 
there is much more work to be done to rein in costs, and make 
health care more accessible and ensure better quality of care.

YOUR LETTERS

In response to a letter last 
week, “Why wait for justice?”,  
some of the writer’s informa-
tion is inaccurate. Did the 
writer read the article in the 
previous week’s edition?

Where did he get his infor-
mation regarding marijuana 
getting better with age? Mari-

Let justice
take its course

juana is not like a fine wine; it 
does not get better with age, 
according to the state’s expert 
witness J. C. Robinson; mari-
juana loses potency over time.

The 10-year supply he 
refers to is based on an esti-
mate, not real amounts. The 
writer seems to feel justice 
should be administered in a 
much swifter manner, such as 
perhaps say, a lynching.

The writer needs to step 
back and let the justice 
system take its course. I 
feel the judge is being very 
prudent and exercising his 
discretion in waiting until 
he has all the evidence and 
information before reaching 
a decision. He is to review the 
intent of the accused and their 
value as productive members 
of society and other positive 
aspects of their lives, such as 
their volunteerism. 

I would ask that the writer 
let this case be tried in the 
court system where it should 
be done and not in the “Let-
ters to the Editor” section of 
the Rappahannock Record.

Greg Stevens,
Lively

Parents have been warned about the dangers and risks 
to which children can be exposed while using the internet. 
However, while most parents discuss their concerns with their 
children, and while some parents may use programs to block 
some materials, they might overlook some less obvious ways 
in which their children can 
be exposed to questionable 
materials.

Since the web contains 
so much information on 
so many subjects, it can 
be hard to protect against false information from some very 
professional-looking sites. And there is always the chance 
that inappropriate materials might be hidden in previously 
approved websites.

Monitoring children’s use of the internet at home allows par-
ents to offer advice and guidance about the honesty of people 
online and to determine if children are being bullied or are 
bullying someone else, or are giving out personal information 
about themselves or other family members. Too much time on 
the internet also can lead to internet addiction, according to the 
Archives of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine.

To avoid some of these problems, parents should keep 
computers in public parts of their homes and learn about the 
Internet, especially the Websites their children visit.  They also 
can ask questions regarding with whom the children are com-
municating, the materials they are reading, and what they are 
learning.  Setting time limits on computer time encourages 
children to engage in other activities, such as hobbies, sports 
and time with family and friends.

The computer is a wonderful tool that can enhance learn-
ing and facilitate sharing with distant family members and 
friends.  However, parents can keep the computer from taking 
over their household by setting some rules of use for all house-
hold members.  They can even set a good example by limiting 
their own time on the computer.

Nancy Lee is the Faith Community Nurse at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church in Kilmarnock. Her article appears in 
the February issue of the church’s Family Ministry Messenger 
newsletter.

Internet safety: 
Parents can keep computers 
from taking over the household

by Nancy Lee, R.N.

Community 
Comments

The watermen of the 
Northern Neck continue to 
challenge the boundaries, 
dates and depth of water of 
new Bay Crab Sanctuary 
Regulations for the Upper 
Western portion of the Chesa-
peake Bay in Virginia. We are 
not opposed to the sanctuary 
or to bay conservation as long 
as laws are fair and regulated 
fairly for all.

Last May, local crabbers 
and Maryland crabbers were 
given citations by the Virginia 
Marine Police under new 
regulations. The date of the 
Virginia Crab Sanctuary was 
changed from June to May, 
new boundaries were set, and 
the bottom contour-or depth 
of sanctuary went from 30 
feet to 9 feet in some of our 
waters.

We had not received any 
notification of regulatory 
changes adopted in April 2008 
and not enforced in 2009.

The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
(VMRC) stated because of 
limited budgets, they are not 
required to notify licensed 
watermen of regulations or 
regulatory changes.

We appeared before VMRC 
in November with our con-
cerns and request for fair reg-
ulation of the sanctuary. We 
appeared before the VMRC 
Crab Advisory Committee 
January 31. We have written 
to Gov. McDonnell, Attor-
ney General Cuccinelli, Vir-
ginia Secretary of the Interior 
Douglas Domench, and Del-
egates. Congressmen and Del. 
Harvey Morgan and Rep. Rob 
Wittman have been very sup-
portive of our efforts.

The committee showed us a 
chart with addtional boundary 
line adjustments developed 
by staff. It seemed like a fair 
solution. Then Dr. Lipcus of 

Support your 
local watermen

VIMS wanted to encroach 
Gaskins Pond and Dameron 
Marsh. This is very unaccept-
able and will further eliminate 
a local spring crabbing season 
for market crabs. 

Giving us May back is still 
in question. Licensed crabbers 
in the Southern and Middle 
Bay have six weeks of spring 
crabbing—we have none.

In November, we were told 
we would hear a decision by 
the end of February. Now it is 
going to be the end of April—
after we have made a sizable 
investment and set our pots, 
and after we have paid reg-
istration fees and licensing 
fees.

Support your local water-
men in their efforts to have 
some spring crabbing—the 
only good crabbing market 
of the year. We want all of 
May back, the boundary lines 
recently developed by staff, 
a 30-foot bottom contour for 
depth control. Most of all, 
we request yearly regulations 
and notification of regulatory 
changes from VMRC.

Contact Jack Travelstead, 
Rob O’Reilly, Steve Bowman, 
and Rick Robbins at VMRC 
at 757-247-2200 to support 
our requests, and urge VMRC 
to make a quick resolution  of 
these problems so our water-
men and women can begin to 
earn incomes for their families 
and for the economy of our 
counties.

Cynthia A. Smith,
Sunnybank

With today’s growing interest in health, nutrition and fi tness, Bay HealthStyles is a 
great opportunity for businesses to let 15,200 potential customers know about their 
products and services that can lead to a better quality of life. Bay HealthStyles is a 

supplement that will be inserted in the Southside Sentinel and the Rappahannock Record.

HealthStyl� lBAY

A guide to healthy living in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula      2011
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