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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Fighting a fire
Some 50 volunteer firefighters battled a house 
fire Sunday near White Stone. See more photos at 
RRecord.com.
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MOSQUITO POINT—An electrical fire in the 
attic is the likely source of a fire Sunday evening that 
caused major damage to a home on Mosquito Beach 
Lane, according to chief Steve Pittman of the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department. 

Firefighters were called to the home about 6 
p.m. Sunday by 
the owners, Bruce 
and Norma Jean 
Edwards. All four 
residents escaped 
with no injuries.

“The tube lights 
were flickering, 
which they’d never 
done before,” said 
Norma Jean Edwards. She went to the attic to check 
the lights and discovered the smoke. Before evacuat-
ing the house, they closed the doors to all the rooms 
and moved their cars and gas cans out of the attached 
garage. 

“They did exactly what they needed to do. It was 
an excellent job,” Pittman said.

The fire caused substantial damage to the 7-year-
old home, partially destroying the roof. Addition-
ally, there was extensive water damage to the inte-
rior because firefighters had difficulty reaching the 

source of the fire, Pittman said.
A narrow roadway and large trees prevented a 

ladder truck and other fire trucks from getting close 
to the home. Only White Stone’s equipment truck 
reached the driveway while a pump truck sat on the 
front lawn near the road. 

Trucks from the White Stone, Upper Lancaster 
and Kilmarnock volunteer fire departments lined the 

lane, unable to get 
close to the home. 
Four tankers con-
tinued to make trips 
to the site to unload 
water into a dump 
tank, which was then 
pumped to hoses. 

Approximately 50 
volunteer firefighters 

worked to extinguish the blaze and the three depart-
ments cleared the scene at 10:30 p.m., according to 
Pittman. The fire chief returned two hours later to 
check on the house.

“I was very pleased with the kind of turnout 
we had and the knock-down time,” Pittman said, 
expressing his thanks to the responders from the 
three fire departments and to the Hartfield Volunteer 
Fire Department and the Fairfields Volunteer Fire 
Department who were on standby. “We had that fire 
out very quickly and were able to save the house.”

FAIRPORT—A pedestrian was killed January 28 when 
she was hit by a minor driving to school, according to Vir-
ginia State Police Senior Trooper J. L. Lewis, who worked 
the accident.

Ashley Montgomery, 24, of Richmond County and her 
friend Daniel Stokes, 22, of Fairport were walking with 
the traffic on Northumberland Highway at the intersection 
of Fairport Road at about 7:50 a.m. when Montgomery, 
who was walking in the roadway, was struck by a 1998 
Honda Civic, according to Lewis. The name of the driver 
of the Civic is being withheld because she is a minor, said 
Lewis.

Montgomery was pronounced dead at the scene by Fair-
fields emergency personnel. She died from head trauma 
after being thrown against the windshield of the car, said 
Lewis. Traffic was diverted around the scene for over two 
hours until Montgomery’s body was loaded into the state 
medical examiner’s van. 

Lewis said it is routine for a traffic fatality to be taken to 
the state medical examiner’s office in Richmond. He said 
the investigation is ongoing and no charges have been filed 
yet against the driver.

“She was coming around that curve and didn’t see them,” 
said Lewis. “They were walking the wrong way, with the 
flow of traffic. They should have been on the other side of 
the road and out of the roadway.”

RICHMOND—By a 15-1 vote, Sen. 
Ralph S. Northam’s bill to move the manage-
ment of the menhaden industry in Reedville 
from the legislature and governor’s office to 
the Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
was defeated in committee on Monday, Janu-
ary 31.

Only Northam voted for the measure, said 
Sen. Richard H. Stuart of Montross.

Stuart led the effort to defeat the same bill 
last year and had vowed to defeat it again, a 
promise he made good on.

Senate bill 765, introduced by Northam 
of Virginia Beach, would have directed the 
Virginia Marine Resources Commission to 

adopt regulations to implement the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Men-
haden. The bill would have also required that 

any moratorium on the fishery be subject to 
legislative review and repealed the governor’s 
authority to implement menhaden manage-
ment measures by proclamation. 

Northam’s bill was proposed as an “issue 
of good government and accountability” 
according to his legislative aide, Matt Strick-
ler.

“They [VMRC] manage every other fish-
ery except menhaden,” he said before the bill 
was defeated. “It makes no sense. It is just 
more efficient to have people with the exper-
tise managing menhaden. We didn’t get it 
passed last year, but we wanted to try again.”

But both Del. Albert Pollard of Mollusk 
and Sen. Stuart viewed the bill as an “end 
run” to put the industry’s management in the 

hands of an agency that they contend is more 
supportive of recreational fishing, a special 
interest group that has opposed the menha-
den industry in the past.

The last menhaden reduction plant on 
the East Coast is in Reedville and is owned 
by Omega Protein Inc., a company based 
in Houston, Texas. The plant in Reedville 
employs more than 300 people and is one of 
the largest industries in the Northern Neck, 
according to plant manger Monty Deihl.

Omega has denied allegations of overfish-
ing, a position supported by the best avail-
able science and the latest population data 
gathered by the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, the federal agency 
that oversees commercial fisheries.

LANCASTER—A through-
truck restriction for Main Street 
in Kilmarnock was adopted by 
the board of supervisors last 
week on the assurance the mea-
sure must pass a safety study 
by the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT). Final 
approval is based on a decision 
by the Commonwealth Transpor-
tation Board, a process that could 
take six months.

The motion by Jack Russell 
passed 3-0 with supervisors Butch 
Jenkins and Ernest Palin abstain-
ing. It specifies the proposed 
restrictions would not apply to 
local deliveries or through trucks 
on Irvington Road, East Church 
Street or Waverly Avenue. It 
would only apply to vehicles with 
three or more axels. 

“The town agrees to take on 
enforcement of the regulation,” 
said town manager Tom Saun-
ders. He said a grace period 
would be set to notify truck driv-
ers of the new restrictions. After 
that, police would do spot checks 
calculating the amount of time it 
takes a truck from entry to exit 
Kilmarnock using Main Street 
only.

Supervisor Pete Geilich asked 
if VDOT should be handling the 
request and not the county.

“Yes, but they want to know 
how local governments feel 
before starting a study,” said 
county administrator Bill Pen-
nell.

One citizen, Roger Failmezger, 
said he is a civil engineer with 
concerns that the proposed bypass 
route, James Jones Memorial 
Highway/Harris Road, consists 
of secondary roads which would 
require significant upgrades to 
support heavy truck traffic since 
trucks weigh 20 times more than 
a car. 

“The proposed route is narrow 
with a lot of curves. I don’t 
think its suitable for trucks,” 
Failmezger said. He suggested 
the creation of a four-lane bypass 
on the east side of town connect-
ing to East Church Street. “You 
wouldn’t have to enforce it and 
trucks would want to take it. 
Harris Road is voluntary. There’s 
a reason trucks don’t take it.”

Chairman Wally Beauchamp 
said an eastern bypass was pro-
posed some years ago. “In this 
economy, you’ll see elephants 
fly” before an eastern route is 
considered, he said.

VDOT representative Sean 
Trapani assured supervisors the 
transportation study will look at 
all issues. 

“We have narrow roads all 
over the place and those trucks 
maneuver on them,” said Charlie 
Costello. “It’s a small detour, and 
well worth it for the town.”

Northumberland County 
supervisor Thomas Tomlin said 
their board has not taken a posi-
tion; however, they had concerns 
about the impact on trucks going 

Firemen climb onto the roof to fight the fire. Some 50 volunteer fire fighters responded to the call.  View 
slides from the scene at RRecord.com.  Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Fire causes major damage
to Mosquito Point residence

by Audrey Thomasson

Struck by car, pedestrian dies at accident scene

Virginia State Police Senior Troopers J.L. Lewis and William Joyner stand by the car as Fairfields emergency 
personnel lift Montgomery’s body into the state medical examiners van.

by Starke Jett

“I was very pleased with the kind of turnout 
we had and the knock-down time. ...We had 
that fire out very quickly and were able to 
save the house.”               —Chief Steve Pittman, 

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 

Supervisors send
Kilmarnock’s truck 
restriction plan to 
transportation board
Proposal would exclude those 
traveling Irvington Road, East
Church Street, Waverly Avenue

by Audrey Thomasson

Bill threatening menhaden industry is defeated
by Starke Jett

TRUCK, continued on page A2



RICHMOND—Taking 13- and 
14-year-olds away from home and 
their electronic “social network” 
and releasing them in a room 
full of politicians for two months 
sounds like a recipe for disaster.

With training, and even lessons 
in etiquette, a select group of 39 
teens serving as Virginia Senate 
pages at the General Assembly 
could find it to be “life changing.”

When the teen pages arrive in 
Richmond, they immediately are 
taught skills to help them survive 
their new world, said Senate Clerk 
Susan Schaar. Time management, 
budget planning, and speaking in 
front of a group are just a few of 
the lessons added to their curricu-
lum to prepare them for a recep-
tion with the governor and speak-
ing to visiting organizations. 

They’ve met all the senators 
and spend weekdays running mes-
sages for them in the State Senate 
chamber during the introduc-
tion of bills, resolutions, lengthy 
debates and votes on new laws, 
said Schaar.

This year, an outside speaker 
was added to the teens’ weekly 
lesson: Schaar invited Ginger 
Philbrick of White Stone to speak 
on etiquette. 

Schaar picked up Philbrick’s 
book, Ball caps, networking, and 
the opposite sex—manners for 
teens, with a touch of grandmoth-
ers’ wisdom, when she stopped 
at a shop in White Stone during 
a weekend stay in the Northern 
Neck. “I liked that it was from a 
grandmother’s perspective,” she 
said.

Schaar invited Philbrick to speak 
to the pages, and ordered enough 
copies of her book to give one to 
each boy and girl.

“We had talked to the pages for 
some time on etiquette...holding 
doors open, being polite. Every-
thing she taught them underscored 
everything we were emphasizing,” 
Schaar said. “It helped that it was 
coming from someone else.  

“I was surprised at what the kids 
focused on,” Schaar said, “such as 
the importance of a smile and that 
a first impression is made in the 
first 10 seconds... She also focused 
on being neat and pressed, and 
table manners during meals.” 

Page coordinator Gwen Bailey 
agreed. “It was received quite 

well—especially how to use the 
fork and knife and where to place 
the silverware. I’ve heard them 
discuss it when they’re having 
meals,” she said. “How to make 
introductions was also put into 
practice. They were very enthusi-
astic.” 

For most of the pages, it’s the 
first time away from their homes 
and communities and meeting 
and speaking with legislators, 
Bailey said. “It stretches them. It’s 
rewarding to watch. They come 
in very shy and unsure of them-
selves. We like to say they leave as 
owning Capital Square.”

Schaar noted that after only two 
weeks, one participant said the 
experience is “already life chang-
ing.”

Philbrick finds working with 
teenagers rewarding because “they 
are on the cusp of new involve-
ments beginning with summer 
jobs. Their whole world is about to 
change, requiring social skills. If I 
can teach them even just one skill 
that makes their life more comfort-
able and successful, then I feel 
we’ve accomplished something 

good.”
Philbrick began her White 

Stone-based business, Social 
Graces, in 1993. She specializes 
in manners education for school 
children.

“I’ve worked with public schools 
in Connecticut and New Jersey as 
well as community groups, youth 
clubs, inns and restaurants,” she 
said. “Also, the West Point public 
schools commissioned me to write 
the K-12 manners curriculum that 
is given to all of their teachers at 
the beginning of each school year.” 

She said many other cultures are 
ahead of the U.S. in incorporating 
manners into public school educa-
tion and business. For example, 
concern in China over a deteriora-
tion in values, courteous language, 
obeying rules and respect resulted 
in the government mandating 
classes ranging from basic table 
manners to holding conversa-
tions and delivering speeches, she 
said. In a school in Baghdad, Iraq, 
educators believe war has led to 
the loss of good manners so they 
specialize in manners and music to 
give children the chance to forget 
about the violence around them.

“Almost all rules of etiquette 
come down to the value of respect 
for self and others. Respect for self 
builds confidence,” said Philbrick. 
“I’m concerned, as are many 
adults who love and work with 
teens, about the growing lack of 
respect between generations that 
we see in society generally. Parents 
not respecting their children and 
vice versa. I think it goes deeper 

than what we used to explain away 
as “Oh, he’s a teenager and you 
know how they are.’  I think it is 
worth addressing in every arena 
possible: church, school, clubs, 
and home.

“A lot of adults think giving 
their children everything is 
respecting them. But giving and 
respecting are distant relatives, if 
related at all,” she said. 

“Becoming a teenager is diffi-
cult enough, but if you enter those 
years without the social skills that 
make you confident and make 
others want to be around you, it 
can be overwhelming,” continued 
Philbrick.

These are especially tough times 
for kids, she said. “They are bom-
barded with rudeness. I believe 
we can still change things for the 
good. When I see the positives 
that occur in young people who 
are receiving the benefits of coop-
erative efforts such as the Page 
Program and at our own Boys and 
Girls Club, I know that civility is 
still teachable and, therefore, pos-
sible for the broader society.”

Philbrick stands by the phi-
losophy of “What we teach our 
children and teens today will be 
used by most for the rest of their 
lives.”

It was the same message deliv-
ered last month by President 
Barack Obama in the aftermath 
of the shooting in Arizona: “We 
may not be able to stop all evil in 
the world, but I know that how we 
treat one another is entirely up to 
us,” he said.
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to and from Northumber-
land through Kilmarnock.

“If we are not going to 
be impacted, (Kilmarnock 
police) chief Bedell has 
to sit on Route 200,” said 
Tomlin. “If he isn’t, how 
can he tell where a truck is 
coming from?” 

Tomlin suggested signs 
stating the restriction 
doesn’t apply to trucks 
using Route 200 (East 
Church Street). “We need 
clarification on trucks 
going on Route 200. If 
it doesn’t impact us, I’m 
happy.”

State Senate pages learning social graces

From left, Ginger Philbrick teaches this year’s crop of Virginia Senate pages the art of the introduction. The 
lesson helped build their confidence for working in the Senate during the current session.

by Audrey Thomasson

As a merchant and 
member of the committee 
to improve Main Street, 
Jackie Brown said the 
town spent a “lot of money 
on traffic calming” pro-
cedures to make the town 
safe for pedestrians. “I’ve 
observed a lot of damage 
caused by trucks speeding 
through town...our win-
dows shake in our shops 
when trucks pass. I’ve seen 
many rip through, tearing 
up the street.”

Kilmarnock Town Coun-
cil member and merchant 
Shawn Donahue told super-
visors both the street com-
mittee and town council 
voted unanimously for the 
restriction. “We can’t have 
the ambiance...with truck 
traffic roaring through.”

“It’s a no-brainer,” said 
Dana Gilmour. “It should 
have been done a long 
time ago. Let’s support the 
town.”

Russell agreed. “I sup-
port commerce and safety, 
but its time to support 
the town of Kilmarnock.” 
Referring to the study, 
he said “I have faith in 
VDOT. It’s been done other 
places.”

Geilich noted some 
safety issues, but added, 
“The VDOT study will 
alleviate concerns.”

While expressing sym-
pathy for town merchants 
and the investment in 
improving Main Street, 
Jenkins said he doesn’t 
think the proposed bypass 
is viable, not only on 

safety issues, but because 
“it only passes half of the 
town. I’ll have to abstain.”

“We have issues we 
don’t have a lot of answers 
for,” Beauchamp said. 

“Is it possible we could 
pass a resolution and 
(VDOT) would not approve 
it?” asked Russell.  

“Yes,” Trapani replied. 

He said the trucking asso-
ciation would be notified 
as part of the process, 
which takes six months 
including going before 
the transportation board. 
“I’ll have to check on the 
viability of changing the 
signs” to incorporate the 
exclusion of Route 200, 
he added.

Truck detour gains support from three supervisors
continued from page A1

NEWPORT NEWS—By a 
7-0 vote, the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission on 
January 25 tabled a proposal 
to create oyster aquaculture 
opportunity  zones while the 
General Assembly considers a 
bill to repeal the law requiring 
the commission to establish 
the zones.

The proposal before the 
commission would have 
established the zones off the 
shores of the Northern Neck, 
Middle Peninsula and Tangier 
Island, including three zones 
in the Rappahannock River. 
However, the commission put 
the zones on hold until at least 
the end of the current session.

Aquaculture
zones on hold
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SPECIALIZING IN GOLD AND SILVER COINS
RARE COINS 

STERLING SILVER
ANTIQUE JEWELRY

DIAMONDS 

WE ARE CURRENTLY INTERESTED 
IN PURCHASING COIN COLLECTIONS 

CONSISTING OF:
SILVER COINS, GOLD COINS, ANCIENT OR RO-

MAN COINS.
INDIAN HEAD PENNIES.

SILVER DOLLARS, FIFTY CENT PIECES, DIMES, 
NICKELS. ALL SILVER CURRENCY PRE 1964.

15X THE FACE VALUE
PAPER CURRENCY FROM 1800s INCLUDING 

CONFEDERATE MONEY.

WE ALSO BUY SCRAP GOLD, PLATINUM AND 
SILVER!!!

WE WILL TEST YOUR DIAMONDS AND OTHER 
PRECIOUS STONES AT NO CHARGE!

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY
10AM - 5PM 804-435-8722

PRIVATE CONSULTATIONS AVAILABLE
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

Kilmarnock Inn 
Valentines Day Dinner

Saturday, Sunday and Monday 

Fixed price menu $35.00 per person

First Term The Repeal of Prohibition Start with a glass of Bubbly

Second Term Choice of Appetizer:
Shrimptini Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail Or Grilled Chesapeake Crab Balls with Dipping 

Sauce Or Mozzarella and Tomato Crostini

Third Term 
House Salad topped with Feta cheese, dried cranberries, pecans 
& vinaigrette dressing Or Homemade Butternut Squash Soup

Fourth Term All Entrée’s served with fresh baked rolls and bread

First Family’s Flame Grilled Steak with Demi-Glace & Sautéed Mushrooms served 
with Parmesan Mashed Potatoes & Vegetables

Monroe’s Mahi Mahi with Mango Salsa served with Parsleyed Rice and Vegetables

Pan Seared Shrimp and Scallops with Parmesan Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables

Prime Ministers cut of Prime Rib with Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables

Jumbo Filled Ravioli’s topped with LaRussa family red sauce

President’s Choice Flame Grilled Steak with Shrimp, Scallops & Crab Served 
with Parmesan Mashed Potatoes & Vegetables

Fifth Term
Hand Dipped Chocolate Strawberry Or White Chocolate Raspberry Ice Cream Truffle

Or George Washington’s Flambéed Cherry Jubilee

435-0034 • 34 E. Church St. • www.kilmarnockinn.com

Traveling Piano Teacher
Take the worry out of traveling.
Have the teacher come to you.

Two Masters Degrees in Music • 10 Years of Experience
All Ages

Dennis L. Tucker, M.M., M.S.M.
804-453-5907

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office recently alerted the 
public to a scam involving 
fraudulent calls  to obtain 
personal identity and credit 
card information.  While 
this has not been reported in 
Lancaster County, the sher-
iff wants folks to be aware of 
the scam so that they might 
protect themselves.

The caller claims to be a 
jury  duty  coordinator. When 
a resident claims he/she has 
never received a summons 
for jury duty, the scammer 
asks for a Social Security 
number and date of birth to 
verify the information and 

cancel the arrest warrant. 
Giving out such information 
could result in identity theft, 
reported the sheriff’s office.  

The fraud has been 
reported in 11 states, includ-
ing Oklahoma,  Illinois, 
Colorada,  Arizona and Vir-
ginia. This  scam is particu-
larly insidious because they 
use intimidation over the 
phone to try to bully people 
into giving information by 
pretending they are with the 
court system.

The FBI and the federal 
court system have issued 
nationwide alerts on their 
websites, warning consum-
ers about the fraud.

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against eight individuals.
Felonies

Ashby Marek, 56, of 
Sage Hill Road was charged 
January 25 with for two 
counts each of burglary and 
grand larceny, all felonies 
(burglary and larceny of 
household goods from a 
Long Lane Farm residence, 
$5,920 property loss; bur-
glary and larceny from 
a residence in the 10400 
block of River Road, $220 
property loss).

Richard K. Lally, 23, of 
the 10000 block of River 
Road was charged with two 
counts of manufacture/sale/
possession of illegal nar-
cotics (felonies). 
Misdemeanors

A Lancaster area man, 
32, was charged January 25 
with contempt of court.

A Newport News man, 
36, was  charged January 
25 with contempt of court.

A Highland Springs 
woman, 25, was charged 
January 25 with contempt 
of court. 

A Taylors Creek Road 
woman, 40, was charged 
January 27 with domestic 
assault and battery.

A Josh Lane man, 49, was 
charged January 27 with an 
overtime parking violation 
in Williamsburg.

A Courthouse Road man, 
28, was charged January 27 
with contempt of court. 
Activity report

Jan. 24: Staff received 
a sexual assault report 
and responded to a cellu-
lar E911 disconnect call 
from Paynes Creek Road 
(domestic argument involv-
ing intoxicated subject). 

Jan. 25 : Staff responded 
to a traffic complaint on 
Chesapeake Drive involving 
a juvenile driving an orange 
dirt bike on the highway, to 
the local emergency room 
on an assault complaint and 
to a prowler complaint on 
Clover Lane. 

Jan. 26: Staff responded 
to an E911 disconnect 
call on Kelley Neck Road 
(no emergency services 
needed), with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department 
(KPD) to a disorderly con-
duct complaint on North 
Main Street, and to a lar-
ceny complaint on Peake 
Road (no larceny; subject 
misplaced items). Staff 
received a walk-in com-
plaint of a larceny from a 
vehicle left for repairs in 
Kilmarnock, a credit card 
fraud report from an Edge-
field Lane resident ($294 
loss) and investigated a sus-
picious person complaint 
in the Lively Oaks subdi-
vision (legitimate subject 
involved). 

Jan. 27: Staff received 
a walk-in report of check 
fraud and checked on the 
well-being of a Hunton 
Lane resident at the request 
of a concerned citizen 
(no emergency services 
needed). Staff responded 
to a destruction of property 
complaint on Greentown 
Road, to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Mos-
quito Point Road (matter 
turned over to juvenile 
probation officer), with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) 
to a single-vehicle accident 
on Devils Bottom Road and 
to a domestic disturbance 
(boyfriend/girlfriend) on 
Black Stump Road.  

Jan. 28: Staff received a 

LANCASTER—In sepa-
rate cases, a Lancaster 
County Circuit Court grand 
jury last week found prob-
able cause and issued true 
bills in homicide charges 
against Brent Phillip Snyder 
and Korey Steil Wither-
spoon.

Snyder, 19, of Windmill 
Point Road is charged with 
the September 15 homi-
cide and child neglect of a 
5-month-old infant left in 
his care by his live-in girl-
friend.

Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 
III appointed defense attor-
ney John Hamilton to repre-
sent Snyder. The case is set 
for trial at 11 a.m. Monday, 
April 11. 

Witherspoon, 29, of Mag-
nolia Circle in Kilmarnock, 
is charged with first degree 
murder in the Thanksgiving 
eve shooting of his live-in 
girlfriend, Shayna Harding, 
on West Point Road near 
Merry Point.

WHITE STONE—A 
Kilmarnock teenager suf-
fered serious but non-life-
threatening injuries January 
23, when the vehicle he was 
driving crossed the center-
line and hit a tractor-trailor 
truck on Mary Ball Road.

The accident occurred at 
4:30 a.m. about a quarter-
mile west of James Wharf 
Road, reported Virginia 
State Police Sgt. Thomas 
Molnar.

Malcolm O. Carter Jr., 
19, was transported by med-
flight to Riverside Regional 
Medical Center in New-
port News and underwent 
surgery. According to his 
father, Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Department master deputy 
Malcolm O. Carter Sr., doc-
tors repaired several frac-
tures to his femur and a 
fractured pelvis.

Carter was driving west-
bound when his 1991 Honda 
Accord crossed the double 
yellow lines striking the 
eastbound 1996 Freightliner, 
running it off the left side 
of the roadway and caus-
ing the trailer to overturn, 
said Sgt. Molnar. The truck 
driver, Larry R. Napier, 64, 
of Richmond, along with an 
unnamed adult male passen-
ger, were not injured in the 
crash. Both were wearing 
seat belts. It was not deter-
mined whether Carter was 
wearing his safety belt.

Lancaster sheriff ’s depu-
ties assisted Virginia State 
Trooper R. D. Ward in 
responding to the accident. 
An investigation by state 
police is ongoing.

Against the law
Each year about this time the Northumberland Animal 
Shelter is confronted with large numbers of dogs, said head 
of volunteers Fran Warren.  Near starvation, like the one 
above, these dogs are either lost or abandoned by their 
owners and people need to understand that it is against 
the law to intentionally abandon a dog, said Warren. She 
urged folks who witness an owner intentionally abandoning 
a dog  to report it to the sheriff ’s office. 

Sheriff ’s office issues an 
alert regarding phone scam

The Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Office does not ask for 
any personal identifying 
information when calling 
about jury duty.  Jurors will 
receive information by mail, 
and may expect telephone 
calls to advise them of the 

date and time to report for 
duty and of any jury cancel-
lations. 

Again, the Sheriff’s 
Office will not ask for per-
sonal identifying informa-
tion when calling about jury 
duty.

Grand jury certifies
two homicide charges

by Audrey Thomasson The grand jury issued true 
bills on four felony charges 
and a misdemeaner in con-
nection with the case.

The defendant is repre-
sented by Patrick O’Brien. 
Judge Taliaferro set a trial 
date of 9 a.m. Friday, May 
6.

Both cases will be heard 
in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court.

Teen driver 
suffers several 
broken bones
in auto crash

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORT

SELF
Crane Service, Inc.
CRANE RENTAL • RIGGING

Operated by Herbert Blake “Big Boy”

60-Ton Crane • 110 ft. Reach • Tree Removal
 P.O. Box 12   Phone: 804-462-7912
 Lively, VA 22507 Fax: 804-462-7037

larceny report from the area 
of Duntons Millpond (scrap 
metal, value unknown) and 
an attempted fraud com-
plaint from a Black Stump 
Road resident (telephone 
caller told the complainant 
that he/she had won a TV 
and wanted to know when 
he/she would be home to 
receive it; complainant 
believes this was an attempt 
to determine his/her sched-
ule to commit a burglary or 
to obtain his/her personal 
identifying information). 
Staff responded to an E911 
disconnect call on Kelley 
Neck Road (no emergency 
services needed), with KPD 
to a disorderly conduct 
complaint on Town Centre 
Drive, with Northumber-
land authorities to a fight 
call with shots fired on 
Folly Road and with KPD 
to Rappahannock General 
Hospital for crowd control 
as a result of the fight call 
on Folly Road. 

Jan. 29:  Staff responded 
to an unknown problem 
call on Wilson Lane (anon-
ymous complainant alleged 
non-specific illegal activ-
ity; no criminal violations 
found), to an assault com-
plaint on Ring Farm Road, 
to a trespass and assault 
complaint in the 3300 block 
of White Chapel Road, to an 
attempted burglary in the 
3700 block of Merry Point 
Road, and with the White 
Stone Police Department 
(WSPD) to a man with a 
gun complaint on Butter-
cup Lane. Staff checked 
on the well-being of an 
Ocran Road resident at the 
request of a concerned citi-
zen (no emergency services 
needed). 

Jan. 30:  Staff responded 
to an abandoned/trespass-
ing vehicle complaint 
on Highbank Road, to a 
domestic disturbance on 
Black Stump Road (boy-
friend/girlfriend), to a 
vehicle fire at Chinns Mill 
and to a trespass complaint 
on Nuttsville Road. Staff 
received a larceny report 
from Crescent Cove Lane 
(2 cubic yards gravel, $70 
loss) and attempted to 
locate a missing person 
in the Nuttsville area as 
requested by Gloucester 
authorities. 

Jan. 31: Staff received a 
complaint of threats com-
municated by computer.

Staff also conducted 
10 traffic stops, issued 
four summonses, assisted 
seven motorists, reported 
four deer strikes, answered 
one call for traffic control, 
investigated two build-
ing alarms, completed 
five inmate transports and 
fielded one call for animal 
control.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a carbon diox-
ide alarm on Hickory Road, 
a traffic accident on Devils 
Bottom Road, a vehicle fire 
on Chinns Mill Road and 

assisted the White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department 
with structure fire on Mos-
quito Point Lane.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to an electrical fire in the 
600 block of North Main 
Street and assisted White 
Stone with the fire on Mos-
quito Point Lane.

The White Stone VFD 
also responded to a gas 
leak on Blueberry Point 
Road and a smoke report 
on King Carter Drive. 

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 11 
individuals.
Felonies

Samuel C. Noel, 43, of 
Heathsville was charged 
January 25 with failure 
to appear in the Circuit 
Court.

Amelia Grigsby, 37, of 
King George was charged 
January 25 with embezzle-
ment.

Roger Nicolas Powell 
Roberts, 20, of Callao was 
charged January 26 with 
destruction of property 
valued at more than $1,000 
as well as two misdemeanor 
charges of assault and bat-
tery.

Michael Lynn Hayden, 
29, of Callao was charged 
January 27 on grand jury 
indictments with felony 
child abuse/neglect as well 
as a misdemeanor assault 
and battery.

Jamone Norris, 33, of 
Kilmarnock was charged 
January 30 with shooting 
at an occupied vehicle, 
possession of a firearm 
after being convicted of a 
felony, and three counts of 
assaulting a law enforce-
ment officer. He also was 
charged with misdemeanor 
counts of brandishing a 
firearm, reckless handling 
of a firearm and obstruc-
tion of justice.
Misdemeanors

 A Callao woman, 26, 
was charged January 24 
with two counts each of 
failing to get rabies inocu-
lations for two animals as 
well as failure to get dog 
licenses.

A White Stone man, 51, 
was charged January 25 on 
a Lancaster County war-
rant with shoplifting.

A Heathsville woman, 
22, was charged January 
27 on a Richmond County 
warrant with shoplifting 
from a Warsaw area busi-
ness. The accused has been 
convicted once previously 
of a larceny charge.

A Callao man, 22, was 
charged January 27 on a 
Richmond County warrant 
with failure to appear in 
the General District Court.

A Burgess man, 52, was 
charged January 28 with 
disorderly conduct.

A Burgess man, 21, was 
charged January 28 with 
driving while intoxicated 
and refusal to submit to a 
blood-alcohol breath test.
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Heads Up 
Hairworks

(804) 435-7507
80 North Main Street,
Kilmarnock, Virginia

10% discount on all chemical services 
and 10% off all facials

(Offer valid Feb. 1 - 28)

Celebrate our 16th Anniversary!

 Wade Cameron, a 
member of Area 10 Faith 
Community in Richmond, 
shared experiences of his 
July mission trip to Haiti 
with the  Northern Neck 
Rotary Club at a  recent 
club meeting. He is the 
son of club member Roy 
Cameron.

 Guest speaker Cameron 
briefly outlined Haiti’s 
troubled history because 
as he put it you must 
understand Haiti’s history 
in order to understand 
Haiti’s present.  In 1697, 
Haiti became a French 
colony when France 
bought 1/3 of  Hispaniola 
island from the Spanish, 
said Cameron.

The local population 
drove out the French in 
1804 only to have them 
return with a fleet to 
demand reperations in the 
amount of 150,000,000 
Francs, an amount requir-
ing 123 years to repay and 
setting them on a path to 
destitution, he said.  Since 
becoming an independent 
nation, Haiti has endured 
33 coupes.

Haiti suffers from health 
woes due mainly to the 
lack of clean water and 
access to sanitation facili-
ties, said Cameron.  Some 
100,000  plus  Hatians 
are affected by Cholera 
and half of all deaths of 
children under age 5 are 
caused by respiratory 
infections and/or diar-
rhea.  Only 12 percent of 
the rural population have 
access to improved santa-
tion facilities.

The 16-member team, 
including Cameron, 
worked in a mountain vil-
lage on the north side of 
Petit Bourg de Borgne, 
where a private school 
taught some 600 children.  
Education in Haiti  is 
very inconsistent. The 
government would pro-
vide a building and teach-
ers; however, they ran for 
short periods and then 
restarted mainly due to 
budget  constraints.

Teachers were prom-
ised pay and then not 
paid.  Private schools 
filled some of the gap 

that resulted. Students 
there paid approximately 
$100 per year, said Cam-
eron. The average wage is 
some $750 per year and 
many families have many 
children.

While there, the team 
bathed by using pots of 
cold water.  The team 
installed nine toilets, six 
showers, and five sinks in 
new restrooms they built 
at the school.  Prior to 
that, the closest facilities 
were a five minute walk.

 The team had with 
them a three-person medi-
cal team consisting of a 
fourth-year medical stu-
dent, dental student and 
EMT who were joined by 
a Haitian dentist, pediatri-
cian, two Haitain nurses 
and an assistant who took 
blood pressure.  In three 
and a half days, the medical 
clinic saw more than 700  
patients and delivered three 
babies, said Cameron.

The first patient was 
a woman in labor who 
had been carried for five 
hours in the darkness to 
arrive at the clinic at 7 
a.m. She delivered a baby 
by 10 a.m.  Had they not 
been there she would, in 
all likelyhood, have died, 
said Cameron.  Only one 
in four women have a 
health professional pres-
ent when they deliver, and 
death during childbirth 
is common.  Additional 
patients could have been 
seen had not the team 
exhausted its supply of 
medicines.

 The team also taught 
health education to as 
many as 90 children, 
sharing the importance of 
washing hands, brushing 
teeth and hydration. They 
tried to promote a positive 
self-image for each child, 
said Cameron.

 For a more extensive 
narative of the team’s trip, 
visit area10global.com.  
The church is already plan-
ning to send two teams to 
Haiti next year, as well as a 
team to Viet Nam. 

 The Northern Neck 
Rotary Club meets Wednes-
days at 7:30 a.m. at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.

From left are Wade Cameron and Roy Cameron.

Rotary Club News
by Roy Cameron 

With the popularity of 
digital cameras and home 
printers, many people may 
think of photos as just ink 
and paper.

However, traditional 
“developed” photographic 
materials, ranging from 
mid 19th-century daguerre-
otypes and tintypes to late 
20th-century Kodak prints 
from 35mm film, are actu-
ally comprised of three 
main components: a final 
image material, a binder 
layer, and a primary sup-
port. The final image mate-
rial makes up the positive 
or negative image we see.

Silver, platinum, organic 
dyes, or pigments are com-
monly used.  The binder layer 
is a transparent substance 
such as albumen, collodion, 
or gelatin in which the final 
image layer is suspended.  
The binder and final image 
material are applied to a pri-
mary support, usually paper, 
glass, metal or plastic. Some 
photographs have additional 
components such as hand-
coloring, original frames, or 
cases which should be con-
sidered part of the object.   

The three greatest ene-
mies of photographs are 
humidity, temperature, 
and light. The worst stor-
age locations are attics and 
basements. 

The Library of Congress 
and the American Institute 
of Conservation advise 
stable conditions of about 
68 degrees Fahrenheit 
and 30 to 40 percent rela-
tive humidity for storing 
most photographs.  Cooler 
environments of 30 to 40 
degrees  Fahrenheit are 
suggested for film-based 
negatives and contempo-
rary color photos.

High humidity or direct 
exposure to liquids can 
cause photographs to stick 
to glass frames or plas-
tic enclosures, creating a 
very damaging situation 
that is difficult even for 
professional conservators 
to resolve. Photographs 
should also be protected 
from exposure to both vis-
ible and ultraviolet light.  
Framed objects should be 
protected with UV-filter-
ing glass or plexiglass and 
extended display is not rec-
ommended. 

To handle photos, wear 

Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library Notes
by Karen Hart, executive director 

clean white cotton gloves 
or use clean hands to avoid 
fingerprints or perspiration 
stains.  Try to touch only 
the edges or back of the 
object, but provide neces-
sary support to prevent 
bending or tearing. 

Appropriate storage 
options for prints, nega-
tives, and other photo-
graphic materials are 
paper or plastic archival 
envelopes, sleeves, boxes, 
or album pages.  Paper 
enclosures should be acid-
free, lignin-free, and Pho-
tographic Activity Test 
(PAT) approved.  Safe plas-
tic containers are made of 
polyester, polypropylene, 
or polyethylene.

Film-based negatives can 
produce acidic gasses as they 
age and should be stored 
separately from other items.  
Glass-plate, nitrate, or ace-
tate-based negatives must not 
be stored in plastic.

Photographs in origi-
nal cases, frames, or 
albums should be housed 
in individual protective 
boxes. Vintage albums can 
be wonderful sources of 
historical and genealogical 
information, but can also 
present preservation chal-
lenges if made of mixed 

materials. Try to keep the 
album intact, but consider 
removing items like acidic 
paper, cardboard, rubber 
bands, and paper clips if 
possible without causing 
damage.  If creating your 
own new albums, mount 
items with non-damaging 
“photo corners” instead of 
tape or rubber cement, or 
use slip-in pocket pages.  
Never use PVC plastic or 
self-adhesive albums.  If 
you have photos that have 
become permanently stuck 
to old sticky pages, you may 
need to consult a conserva-
tor to safely remove them. 

To label or identify a 
photograph, it is preferred 
museum practice to write 
on the storage enclosure or 
a paper insert rather than on 
the object itself.   Pencil is 
best on paper while certain 
archival pens are designed 
to write on poly-plastic.  If 
you really must mark on the 
photograph, write lightly 
with a soft-leaded pencil 
on the reverse of the image. 
Pencil is favored because 
graphite marks can last for 
centuries and can also be 
changed or removed. Ink 
pens pose the risk of bleed-
ing, smearing, fading, and 
indenting the surface of the 

object.  There are pens on 
the market now described as 
“photo-safe” and endorsed 
by many scrapbookers and 
other users on the internet, 
but I cannot comment on 
products I have not used.

 The verdict is out among 
the museum field, but the 
features I would look for in 
archival-quality ink would 
be pigment-type, acid-free, 
lightfast, waterproof, fade-
proof, non-bleeding, odor-
less, and smear-proof.  Test 
it before you use it on your 
family heirlooms.  

The American Institute 
for Conservation’s  website, 
www.conservation-us.org, 
has a searchable, geograph-
ical list of professional con-
servators to help you find 
qualified experts in many 
specialties.     

Photo preservation
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Opening Saturday, February 5th

The General Store
684 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

Route 200  •  Burgess, Va.

Formal and Country Antique Furniture, Pottery, Glassware, 
China, Rose Medallion, Flow Blue, Fine Jewelry, Linens, 

Antique Dolls, Paintings, Prints, and Collectibles

Come and meet the dealers on Saturday

804-453-3066
Open 5 days Thursday through Monday  10 am to 5 pm

The Lancaster Players  

Presents 

“Art”
By Yasmina Reza

March 3, 4, 5, 10, 11 & 12 
Evenings

7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

March 13 Matinee
2:00pm Social Hour - 3:00pm Curtain

$20 for Adults

At The Playhouse in White Stone

Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776

E-mail: office@lancasterplayers.org
Visit: lancasterplayers.org 

Rocking at Winterstack
The Winterstack Concert January 29 at Festival Halle in Reedville was a rare 
meeting of the young and old, with a capacity crowd of 20-somethings mixing it up 
with baby boomers. Throwin’ Wake included (above, from left) bass guitarist Whitney 
Jett, drummer Joe Jones, lead singer Justin Fulcher and lead guitarist Mike Painter. 
Nightshift included (below, from left) guitarists Eric Deihl, Kenneth Hurst, special guest 
Will Pittman, his father Kevin Pittman and drummer Kim Haynie. Sponsored by the 
Save the Stack committee and the Greater Reedville Association, event spokesperson 
Blaine Altaffer said ticket sales exceeded expectations with 300 people attending, 
raising over $6,000 including food and beverage sales for the smokestack restoration 
project. The success of the show and the summer Woodstack Concert has led to talks 
of making the events annual fund-raisers. Photos by Starke Jett      

AAA Tidewater Virginia 
recently posted winter 
weather driving tips.

“Being prepared for the 
storm and knowing how 
to drive properly on slick 
roads makes all the differ-
ence in the world when the 
precipitation starts to fall,” 
said public relations vice 
president Georjeane Blum-
ling.

AAA urges motorists to 
have a winter weather kit 
in their car to free the vehi-
cle which may be stuck in 
the snow and to warn other 
motorists and keep the 
driver and passengers safe 
and warm, said Blumling.

 Driving kits should 
include a blanket, ice 
scraper, flares/reflective tri-
angles, flash light, extra bat-
teries, jumper cables, a bag 
of abrasive material such 
as cat litter, shovel, cloth 
or paper towels and a cell 
phone with a full charge.

Drivers are urged to heed 
the following tips:

• Buckle up.
• Recover from a skid 

without panicking. If you 
start to skid, stay off the 
brakes and accelerator and 
don’t shift gears. Look and 
steer in the direction you 
want the car to go. When 
the skid is over you’ll be 
better able to move the car 

Helen Marion McNeely 
Brown of Hanover County 
recently presented an 1857 
quilt face to the King and 
Queen County Historical 
Society.  Each of the 36 
squares has been individu-
ally made, most have been 
signed and dated by hand, 
and then sewn together.

The quilt face is con-
nected to the county 
through ownership and the 
names signed on the quilt, 
reported society public 
relations chairman Velma 
Gray. 

Brown is the widow of 
Randolph Pendleton Brown 
of Hanover County, the 
grandson of Mary Pendle-
ton Taylor who was born at 
Green Mount in King and 
Queen County in 1845, 
said Gray.

Although some of the 
signatures have faded, 
they include many King 
and Queen names: Martha 
Fleet, 1857; Sallie B. 
Ryland, 1858; Sarah 

Driving tips offered for slippery roads

Museum to display heirloom

Helen Marion Brown presents an antique quilt face to 
King and Queen County Historical Society. It will be 
displayed in the King and Queen Courthouse Tavern 
Museum.

Haynes;  Mattie Fleet; M. 
E. Haynes; L. M. Bartlett, 
Ala. Oct. 1859; Susan F. 
Ryland, 1858; Sarah R. 
Clark; and Dorothea F. 
Walker, 1859, Society 
Hill, she said. 

Society president Page 
McLemore and museum 
council chairman Jack 

Spain accepted the quilt 
face at a recent meeting, 
said Gray. They noted it 
will significantly add to 
the collection of the King 
and Queen Courthouse 
Tavern Museum.

Closed for the winter 
season, the museum will 
reopen in March.

to a safe spot and calm 
down before resuming 
your trip. Never accelerate 
during a spin.

• Focus. Eliminate all 
distractions.

• Make sure tires have 
the proper air pressure and 
good tread. 

• Clear all windows and 
outside mirrors, turn on 
headlights to low beam.

• Search for hazards far 
down the road to spot traf-
fic tie-ups, slippery hills or 
other situations you may 
want to begin stopping for 
early, or steering around.

• Make smooth moves. 
Slow way down, leave at 
least six to eight seconds 
following distance on slip-
pery roads, and leave an 
“out” to one side. Acceler-
ate, brake and steer slowly 
and smoothly. 

• Apply steady brak-
ing. In vehicles without 
antilock brakes, do not 
pump the brakes. Keep 
steady pressure on unless 
the wheels lock, then ease 
up on the pedal just enough 
to regain traction. Rolling 

wheels have more traction 
than locked wheels.

In vehicles with antilock 
brake systems, keep press-
ing the pedal firmly and 
steadily. The antilock 
system should handle 
the rest- do not pump the 
brakes. Pumping antilock 
brakes will remove any 
benefits they provide.

• Drive in cleared lanes. 
• Beware of bridges and 

overpasses. Bridges, areas 
under them and overpasses 
freeze faster than other 
road surfaces.

• No cruising. Don’t use 
cruise control in precipita-
tion and freezing tempera-
tures.

• Guard against SUV 
overconfidence. SUVs have 
the same difficulty keeping 
control and stopping as 
other vehicles.

• If you don’t have to 
drive, don’t.

AAA Tidewater Vir-
ginia provides more than 
325,000 members with 
travel, insurance, financial 
and automotive-related 
services. 

Did you know?
It may seem like most 

neighborhoods across the 
country are the coldest 
places on earth come the 
winter months. However, 
Antarctica’s Vostok Sta-
tion officially holds this 
distinction.

The “official” record 
for the coldest tempera-
ture ever recorded was 
obtained there on July 
21, 1983. The mercury 
dropped to -129 F (-89.4 
C).

In 1997, Vostok pur-
portedly broke its own 
record, reaching -132 F, 
which is colder than dry 
ice, but it hasn’t been 
officially confirmed.

Vostok is a Russian 
research station that 
opened on the continent 
of Antarctica in 1957.

During the winter 
months of the year in 
July and August (remem-
ber Antarctica is in the 
southern hemisphere), 
record-cold temperatures 
have been recorded at the 
station.

Even in the summer 
months, temperatures dip 
to well below freezing 
in this area of the world.  
(Metro News Service)

www.RRecord.com
really, it’s a great source

804.435.1701
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

My father was born at the end of the 
19th century, and over the course 

of his life he often made references to 
old expressions, adages that he thought 
uniquely described a given situation. 
Many of them came from my grand-
father who was born a year before the 
War Between the States began. Others 
came as a result of the half-century he 
spent in the legal profession, which led 
him to the conclusion that not always 
is life perfect. His comments have lived 
on with me all my life and now I have 
been passing them along to the next 
generation of his progeny.

About a person who appeared to my 
father to have been left unfulfilled in his 
or her life calling, he would say that the 
individual was “like the cow that gives 
a pail of good milk, and then kicks it 
over.” He used it so frequently that one 
conjures the image of streets overflow-
ing with spilt milk.

For someone who repetitively acted in 
a silly or ridiculous manner, he would 
say that, “you can’t lose him.” The Lord 
said that the poor we have always with 
us; for my father we also have the fool-
ish ever-present in our midst. Again, his 
universe comprised a host of lost folks, 
standing out in the crowds, but not in 
ways that were what they envisioned. 

Specifically, the reasons for their recog-
nition were not what they intended.

For those unpleasant circumstances in 
which we all sometimes find ourselves, 
my father’s advice would come in the 
expression, “when you wake up in a pig 
sty, don’t wait for the pig to leave.” In 
other words, when the situation is such 
that you cannot change it, move on 
before it gets even worse. This expres-
sion was perhaps the most difficult for 
me to associate with him, for during that 
memorable time in my childhood when 
we raised five little pigs, he truly was 
their loving protector, and sold them off 
rather than having them slaughtered for 
our consumption.

For the seemingly born loser who 
always surprised the world by coming 

out on top, my father would say he was 
like “the guy who fell in a privy and 
came out wearing a gold crown.” For 
many of us who have observed such 
apparently unfair reversals of fortune, 
we should learn from their experiences, 
and perhaps begin to invest in prospect-
ing companies that mine privies.

For the many times that he, as indeed 
all of us have, heard well-versed folks 
speak inanely, my father’s answer 
would be, “you can educate a fool.” 
He separated learning from common 
sense, and on occasion found too little 
of the latter in people who had excelled 
in the former. The corollary, or in more 
modern terminology, “flip side,” to 
this particular gem of wisdom, was his 
admonition that “if you are going to 
argue with an idiot, you are going to 
start out as the loser.” He did not mean 
that idiots are smarter than other folks, 
but that to engage them in debate was 
futile, and a waste of time.

For people who asked his legal advice 
before acting in a manner that he con-
sidered precipitous, he would counsel, 
“don’t get undressed until you are ready 
to go to bed.” He saw too much reck-
lessness in his lifetime, most of which 
he attributed to individuals undertak-
ing projects before they were ready, or 

before they had seen the possible con-
sequences. As advised in the Scriptures, 
there is a time and a place for every-
thing, and he thought we had to recog-
nize it at each stage in our own lives.

For all business transactions, he was 
concerned primarily in understanding 
the nature of the party who would be 
on the other side of the table. In these 
instances he would modify his earlier 
admonition, albeit very slightly, and 
say, “if you are going to deal with that 
person, you are not going to come out 
the winner.” In other words, give up 
on this idea, and pass along to a more 
promising venture.

For many years he passed his lunch 
hour at The National Gallery of Art, a 
block away from the Federal Courthouse 
where he spent his career. He became a 
self-taught art critic, and delighted in 
looking at great masterpieces from pre-
vious centuries, but had no understand-
ing at all of modern art, which he said, 
“looked as if a chicken with muddy feet 
had walked across the canvas.” 

Over three decades after he died, his 
aphorisms remain a part of my vocabu-
lary, but I must confess I have attempted 
to eschew spending my own time look-
ing for that proverbial “gold crown” he 
described.

For the seemingly born 
loser who always surprised 
the world by coming out on 
top, my father would say 
he was like “the guy who 
fell in a privy and came out 
wearing a gold crown.”

Focal Point

Winter on the Cove

Photo by Richard Bennett

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact  from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr. 

Love lines.
Valentine’s Day is almost here and I don’t want to come 

across as the anti-Cupid, but beware of the over-used words 
you might hear, even from those you consider dear.

Like they say, Love is blind.
Don’t be fooled by the cliches. If you must use them, do so 

sparingly and only if you mean it.
For example, when she says, “I want to spend the rest of my 

life with you,” ask yourself if she really means, “I’ll hang with 
you until I’m financially on better footing, or you get on my 
last nerve, whichever comes first.”

Have her explain what she really means, so you’re both 
floating on the same cloud. The “rest of my life” is usually 
about three years, give or take a month.

Just to be politically correct and gender fair, where you see 
she, you may insert he, or her for him, if it makes you feel 
better.

When she says, “I’ll love you forever,” ask yourself if she 
really means, “I’ll love you until the money runs out, you put 
on too much weight, your hair turns gray or you get diabetes, 
whichever comes first.”

Ask her to define it. “Forever” is usually about seven years, 
give or take a month.

When she says “You are my one and only,” or any variation 
thereof, ask yourself if she really means, “You are my one and 
only until I find somebody better.” Ask her “Only what?” In 
reality, the answer could be a stepping stone.

When she says, “I really love my cat, ... my dog, ....my 
horse,” .... or any mammal-like creature, just know what she’s 
really trying to tell you is, “If you have any reservations when 
it comes to snuggling up with me and something fury, you best 
make other sleeping accommodations right now.”

And if she says, “I really love my snake,” or any other 
reptile-like creature, you don’t even want to know what she’s 
really trying to tell you. If slime isn’t your thing, you don’t 
even want to go there.

When she starts talking about baggage, put down the tele-
vision remote and listen up because she ain’t talking about 
luggage. I know what you’re thinking. Everybody’s got a little 
baggage.

My advice here is to weigh it. If all that baggage combined 
weighs more than you do, a long-term relationship is not going 
to make it any lighter.

When she uses the term “soul mates” to describe your rela-
tionship, ask her to spell it. Fall into this trap and you could 
come out a “sole” mate. 

Watch for the warning signs. When she starts saying things 
like, “Don’t you think it’s time you got rid of that four-wheel 
drive vehicle. I don’t like the way I look bouncing around in 
it,” things might be getting a little shaky.

When she suggests you cut your hair, trim your beard or 
generally change anything about your physical appearance, 
wake up. Unless she’s willing to go through a make-over too, 
maybe the two of you aren’t that compatible. Maybe you aren’t 
the man she wants you to be. Maybe you never will be, no 
mater how much you try, or how much she tries to change you.

Then again, maybe she really cares a great deal about you 
and is only looking out for your best interest. Maybe she wants 
you to be the best that you can be.

Pay attention. When you open the closet door and you don’t 
recognize anything about your wardrobe, it may be too late.

If you’re feeling like you are a changed man, if you look in 
the mirror and don’t recognize who you are, if you’re thinking 
you aren’t yourself, if you’re not comfortable with who you’ve 
become, don’t panic.

Maybe she didn’t really love you at all. Maybe she was just 
in love with the concept of loving you. When she said she was 
“crazy for you,” maybe she really was “crazy.”

Listen up for “You never have time for me when the game 
is on,” or “You never want to go shopping with me anymore,” 
or “Fishing really ain’t that much fun,” or “Why don’t you take 
me hunting?” These are trouble ahead signals.

Statements like “He’s nobody,” “Maybe we should see a 
counselor,” and “What do you mean where was I all night—
don’t you trust me?” are warning signs. 

I don’t even have to tell you what it means to hear “Let’s 
slow down,” “Let’s cool it for a while,” or “Let’s be friends.” 
It’s over.

And when she says “I need more freedom,” just point to the 
door and say, “You can find all the freedom you want on the 

other side.” When your ears 
quit ringing from the slam, change the locks and count your 
blessings.

Think of it in poker terms. Sometimes you’re dealt a bad 
hand. Sometimes you misplay a good hand. It’s winner take 
all, and there is always the risk you’ll lose everything. Reshuf-
fle. Deal ‘em again. Get over it. Life goes on.

Bitter? I’m not bitter. Love hurts. Share my pain.
Don’t give up on love. Some things you hear are true.
Maybe it was your fault. Maybe there was something you 

could have done. Maybe you could have tried harder.
You’ll know she’s really committed when you offer to pay 

for her next tattoo and she agrees to add your name to the 
design in a contrasting color.

That’s a little much to ask, don’t you think? I mean, you 
shouldn’t have to brand them. True love is not conditional.

You’ll know it’s true love when you hear her say something 
meaningful, something that measures up by comparison like “I 
love you like a hog loves slop.” 

If she’s not one to put it in words, don’t fret. You’ll know it’s 
true love if she sticks to you like duct tape.

Love is never easy. It takes two people working together to 
make it happen, make it last, make it mean something, make it 
more than just another love line.

It won’t hurt to let her know how much you feel for her. 
This Valentine’s Day, the Record offers the perfect opportunity. 
We’ll be publishing Valentine’s Day personals February 10. 
You can put it in 15 words or less for $5, or 25 words or less 
for $8.

To submit your message, call 435-1701, stop by the office, 
or visit RRecord.com.

Be creative. Let your love flow from the heart. You can use 
first names, initials, or nicknames. Go public. Say it like you 
mean it. Send her those words she wants to hear.

Nothing says “I Love You, Sweetheart” like seeing it in print. 
And she needs to see it from you. Call by Monday, February 7.

If you need help expressing your feelings, we have a sales 
staff experienced in love to help you put those words on paper. 
It worked for Hallmark and it’ll work for you.

Love is not cheap, but this is.

General Assembly committee meetings are starting 
around 7 a.m. and going late into the night. Bills 

are getting amended, passed and killed.
This time of year I am always frustrated in my role as 

a generalist. No matter how much homework I do, the 
best I can hope to do is become reasonably conversant 
in an issue before I am pulled into the next.  And, hon-
estly, the real challenge is not to get jaded.

My measures which have been defeated were the 
“big picture” bills.  HB1736 would have rolled back 
future rate increases for utilities, like Dominion Vir-
ginia Power, which were granted in 2007.  It would 
have stricken an extra two percent they get for building 
coal, renewable energy or nuclear power plants on top 
of their 10 percent or so guaranteed return.

HB1938 would have moved Virginia from a two-year 
budget to an annual budget.  I believe a biennial budget 
leads to a lack of transparency and, thus, accountabil-
ity.

While I am disappointed that both of these measures 
failed, I am not surprised.  They were both meant to 
“push the envelope” on an institution that can become 
stale or complacent. 

I had six bills pass the House, from HB1735 that 
designates the entire length of Route 3 in Lancaster 
County as a Blue Star Memorial Highway to HB 2389 
which allows the Virginia Resources Authority to lend 
money to local governments for the purpose of generat-
ing renewable energy. 

Others included a bill inspired by vendors at the 

King George Farmers Market. Several egg sellers there 
discovered that Virginia requires them to pay a litter 
tax of $25 and remit a sales tax even if they only sell 
a $100 in product a year.  Ironically, the litter tax is 
f iercely protected by the bottling lobby which would 
prefer to pay $25 a year rather than have a bottle bill. 
Thus, powerful industry lobbyists were opposed to my 
measure cutting taxes on the little guy.

Market manager DeLaura Padovan and vendor Amy 
Robie “turned” the committee just as things were lean-
ing toward the industry lobbyists.  There is nothing like 
a mom selling $300 worth of eggs a year to get a bunch 
of jaded politicians to think about what the laws of the 
Commonwealth are actually doing to real people. 

Thank goodness.  

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

I am extremely disappointed that the judge 
did not make a ruling in the Shiflett trial.

He said there is enough evidence to find 
them guilty, and then added “…but not today.”  
So it begs the question, if there is enough evi-
dence today, then why the wait?  Will more 
evidence come in later? 

The prosecutor says the judge needs addi-
tional time to look at the evidence some more. 
The defense’s view is the law is not clear in 
these cases. My view is that it is abundantly 
clear to me that Virginia laws don’t allow 
growing of pot for medicinal or personal pur-
poses.   

The Shifletts testified they shared pot with 
at least two other people. Isn’t that a felony?  
Pot shelf life is also greater than six months.  
Some say it gets better with time.

The Shifletts had a 10-year supply of pot 
and marijuana was found in jars throughout 
the home. So, are we to believe that when they 
throw a party for their closest friends, they are 
told to bring your own pot (BYOP)?

Are we to believe that the Shifletts have a 
modest size home with an elaborate pot grow-
ing operation in the basement, jars of pot all 
around the house, pot in the attic drying and 
only one person in the house is involved?

So, why are there scales in the nightstand? 
Users don’t weigh their personal dope and 
baking utensils are not usually stored there.

I believed the prosecutor, investigators and 
expert witness presented a strong enough case 
for felony convictions.

Does laughing and joking indicate that they 
know the deal in our county?

The evidence cries out for fair and equal 
justice.  Anything less is a travesty of justice.

Lloyd N. Hill, president,
Lancaster County NAACP, Weems

Why wait for justice?

Northumberland County Republicans 
will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, February 3, 
in the meeting room at the Northumber-
land County Public Library in Heathsville. 
Coffee will be served at 6:30 p.m.

The agenda will include a forum for the 
candidates seeking the Republican nomina-
tion for delegate in District 99.

Anyone interested in local political activ-
ities are welcome, said committee member 
Helen M. Dillon.

Northumberland 
Republicans will meet 



Kilmarnock • Virginia       RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD  February 3, 2011 •  A7

Love’s not cheap.

But this is.

Valentine personals printed February 10.

Submit your form at RRecord.com, 
call 435-1701 or stop by our office.

Valentines starting at $5. 

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

   Amethysts are a variety of quartz. No other 
stone can match the rich, deep purple of this 
fine stone, the birthstone for those born in 
the month of February. It was once believed 
to preserve its owner from alcohol addiction 
and drunkeness.
   We believe that you’ll be delighted with 
birthstones, diamonds and gold jewelry from 
our large selection. Stop in, let us show you 
what is available and answer any of your 
questions. Competitive prices, too!

We conduct Estate Sales
We take quality consignment

We do appraisals
We buy and sell coins

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street (across from the school)

Kilmarnock, VA
www.virginia-antiques.com

804-435-1207 or 1-800-497-0083

A Tea Party-affiliated 
Republican is making Vir-
ginia ripe for a Tucson-
style or Tech-type shoot-
ing.  State Sen. Bill Stan-
ley has introduced a bill 
to protect Virginia Tech 
President Charles Steger 
and former school Execu-
tive Vice President James 
Hyatt from lawsuits. The 
issue is sovereign immu-
nity.  

Stanley wants special 
privileges for the two 
men―an immediate appeal 
to the Virginia Supreme 
Court over earlier lower-
court rulings. (Special 
privileges for two men―
can all Virginians get 
that?) The senator’s action 
follows the Department 
of Education’s finding 
that Tech broke the law 
on April 16, 2007, in not 
warning the campus, and a 
judge’s ruling that there is 
enough evidence of gross 
negligence for a lawsuit 
against Steger and Hyatt 
to go forward. 

Steger and Hyatt lost 
three previous lower court 
appeals in which they 
claimed sovereign immu-
nity. The last loss opened 
the door for the lawsuit 
by the Pryde and Peterson 
families to go forward. 
Having exhausted all legal 
options, Sen. Stanley 
has tailored a bill to pro-
tect the two men. Under 
Senate Bill Number 1381, 
the two would be granted 
an immediate and auto-
matic appeal to the Vir-
ginia Supreme Court. 

The lawsuit is abso-
lutely essential to holding 
people accountable for 
their actions. Virginia can 
spend millions on school 
security systems, but if 
the people in charge are 
negligent, the money is a 
complete waste. Without 
accountability, there can 
be no safety.

Stanley’s bill also has 
an implied threat. In Vir-
ginia, judges are elected 
by the legislature. Stanley 
seems to be saying to the 
Virginia Supreme Court 
justices, “Play ball with 
me, if you want to keep 
your job. If you don’t, I 
will organize the Tea Party 
against you.” 

Corruption in the Tea 
Party appears to be as bad 
or worse than anything 
involving the Republicans 
or Democrats.

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Legislating 
special privileges

My wife June and  I moved 
to Virginia from New York 
City over 30 years ago and 
we love it here.

There is, however, one 
thing unavailable that I 
sorely miss—something 
that was readily available 
anywhere in   New York. It 
is a delightful concoction 
called cheese Danish.

I kept searching for it in 
vain in Virginia until one 
day coffe and Danish were 
being served at the bank 
and lo and behold, among 
the lesser pastries  was a 
lone, solitary cheese Danish 
which, in my zeal,  I fool-
ishly cried out to my fellow 
depositors.

A good piece of salesman-
ship—for as I reached for it, 
a woman standing next to 
me beat me to it!

Now, according to the 
laws of supply and demand, 
the yearning for cheese 
Danish  so increased, that it 
might require a trip to New 
York.

Bernard Nadel,
Irvington

Cravings for
cheese Danish

YOUR 
LETTERS

YESTERYEAR

President Obama last week deliv-
ered the annual State of the Union 

Address. I had hoped to hear the ways 
that Washington would trim its waistline 
to cut the deficit. However, the president 
suggested more deficit spending to fix 
our economy. 

He proposed a partial freeze of the 
current out-of-control spending levels in 
the federal government. We cannot con-
tinue the spending habits that got us to 
the point of record deficits and national 
debt. The projected deficit for 2011 is 1.5 
trillion dollars which is  unsustainable, 
having amassed the highest debt level in 
U.S. history. 

I supported legislation January 25 to 
cut spending levels back to fiscal year 
2008 levels.

Members also honored our colleague, 
Gabrielle Giffords, and the victims and 
those wounded in the tragedy in Arizona. 
We sat among heroes as the First Lady 

hosted members of the medical team 
and folks first at the scene of the tragedy. 
It was humbling to be joined by these 
heroes and the families who have suf-
fered because of senseless violence.

The House Armed Services Committee 
continued its look into Secretary Gates’ 
“Efficiency Initiatives” at the Department 
of Defense and the effects on our mili-
tary and the defense of this country. We 
must be strategic first in the defense of 
this country, while at the same time being 
prudent in our use of taxpayer dollars. 

Heading home from Washington 
Wednesday, I was caught in the snow-
storm. Many individuals were stuck on 
the roads for hours. My commute to 
Montross lasted about seven hours. It is 
important to look for alternate solutions 
to prevent this kind of commute for fed-
eral workers in the First Disrict. Telework 
can play a role in easing congestion and  
provide workplace flexibility.

(Reprints from the February 3, 1911, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)
Va. Oyster Wronged:
Misleading Reports About Mollusks 
Cause Losses Reaching Thousands

On account of unscrupulous and false 
reports that the Virginia oysters were dis-
eased, the packers have suffered a fearful 
loss in the past ten days said Fish Commis-
sioner McDonald Lee, who came to Rich-
mond Saturday morning. Mr. Lee says the 
supposition is that the rumors have been 
spread through New York by competitors 
from Northern oyster fields, whose oysters 
are far inferior to the Virginia production.

Mr. Lee is in Richmond for the purpose 
of laying the matter before Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Williams and Mr. Saunders, the 
pure food commissioner.

A plan will be decided at once to fight 
the false rumors. Mr. Lee says there is abso-
lutely no foundation for the report and that 
on the contrary, he never saw the oysters in 
better condition. The Virginia dealers were 
getting the bulk of the New York business, 
and it is thought for this reason the competi-
tors circulated the reports.

Mr. Lee says the loss is very heavy, and 
that the business has been seriously injured. 
Many of the owners have laid off hundreds 
of hands on account of cancelled orders and 
the cut in business.

Mr. Lee may go to New York in the inter-
est of the Virginia oyster, and he will do all 
in his power to correct the false reports.
Oh, For a Railroad

Just about this time we want the new 
railroad worse than ever. The failure to get 
daily papers for ten days at a time in this 
enlightened age is an outrage and a shame. 
The Northern Neck is not the backwoods of 
the world. It is a section naturally rich and 
blessed above all others; the garden spot of 
the world in fact. Its people are as intelli-
gent, as up-to-date as any people anywhere. 
Of course we have the usual small propor-

tion of moss-backs and hayseeds, but taken 
by and large, our people are progressive. 
All we need is capital from the outside, and 
outside capital is very blind indeed not to 
see the possibilities which beckon to invest-
ment in improving the transportation and 
mail facilities of “God’s Country.”
Irvington

Messrs. L. E. Mumford and Jno. R. Saun-
ders, prominent bankers of this section, 
were in our town Wednesday.

Directors of the Lancaster National Bank 
and stockholders of the Northern Neck 
Mutual Fire Association meet here today.

Miss Ruth Richardson, teacher at Otto-
man, spent from Friday until Monday here 
with her sister, Miss Bettie T. Richardson.

Mrs. F. C. Sadler of Nuttsville and Mrs. A. 
Spicer Mitchell of Boer spent from Friday 
until Sunday with Mrs. R. S. Mitchell.

Joseph Herman’s High Standard Moving 
Pictures will be at the Opera House for one 
week commencing Monday, February 6. 
The subjects consist of Dramas and Com-
edies of superior excellence. Admission is 
10 cents. “How is that?”
Bertrand

Mrs. Sarah Lewis and Mrs. Levica Walker 
of Senora were the pleasant guests of Mrs. 
Elie Reynolds on Friday last.

Mrs. Mary Potter, who has been sick for 
some time, is slowly improving.

Miss Nonie Carter has returned home 
after a pleasant visit with her aunt, Mrs. R. 
C. Barrack, at Nuttsville.

J. E. Walker has purchased a fine horse 
from T. I. Ratcliffe.

Thos. Berry is visiting friends and rela-
tives in Gloucester.

Mrs. J. W. Chowning was a guest of Mrs. 
Mollie Ewell Sunday.

Mrs. Joe Courtney of Ottoman spent 
Sunday with Mrs. Charles Pritchard.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

How do you stay healthy, wealthy and wise? 
Send us your best tips for staying healthy and 
happy. 

What are your home remedies for the common 
cold, body aches, or fending off illness? How do 
you burn calories, stay fit and trim? What’s that 
one vitamin, supplement, health food or drink you 
can’t live without? 

Drop us a line or two, with your advice. Your 
tip may appear in the Bay Healthstyles supple-
ment to be published February 24.

Include your first and last name and place of 
residence. Send your e-mail to mail@rrecord.
com, or deliver it to the Rappahannock Record or 
Southside Sentinel by February 11. 

Send us your health tips! 

Give a Valentine’s Day Gift they’ll really LOVE!

AND . . . this one is CALORIE FREE!

Online Subscriptions
 435-1701 ext. 19, KC Troise

Rappahannock Record
Deadlines

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

Classified Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

GLOUCESTER—For 
the second year in a row, the 
Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic (NNFHC) will help 
sponsor a one-weekend event 
to provide free dental care to 
area residents.

The Missions of Mercy 
(MOM) project, organized 
by the Virginia Dental Asso-
ciation Foundation, will be 
held February 19 and 20 at 
Gloucester High School. The 
first MOM project for the area 
was held last year, when 501 
individuals received $323,827 
worth of dental care.

While the NNFHC contin-
ues operating its Dental Clinic 
in Kilmarnock on Wednes-
days through Fridays every 
week, it is pleased to join the 
dental association and other 
clinics in this regional effort to 
reach those who need dental 
care, said NNFHC executive 
director Jean Nelson. 

This year’s MOM project, 
which brings dentists from all 
over the state to address major 
dental concerns, will be held 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Febru-
ary 19 and 7 a.m. to noon Feb-
ruary 20 at Gloucester High, 

Free dental clinic slated Feb. 19-20
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 

Pre-screenings will be 
available for the first 150 who 
call to register, beginning at 10 
a.m. February 11. These call-
ers will need to be at Glouc-
ester High School at 3 p.m. 
February 18 for triaging, and 
then return at 6 a.m. February 
19 to be the first patients seen, 
beginning at 7 a.m.

All patients must have a 
photo ID. While the project is 
designed for low income indi-
viduals, there is no financial 
screening, and all are welcome 
regardless of income or where 
they live. 

Partial funding for the event 
is provided by the NNFHC, 
the Gloucester-Mathews Free 
Clinic and Peninsula United 
Way.  The heart is one of the essential components of human 

life. It was once also believed to be the center from 
where love and other emotions emanated.

Many feel a heart can break and that it can know no 
bounds of love.

Dr. Seuss’s “The Grinch” was said to be nasty because 
his heart was “two sizes too small.”

Although there is mystery surrounding matters of the 
heart, there is much known about the physical makeup of 
the human heart.

Here are seven facts about the human heart:
• Heart attacks and heart disease may be viewed as an ill-

ness that primarly affects men. However, women have more 
cases of heart-related illnesses than men, and heart disease 
kills 500,000 American women, which is 50,000 more 
women than men.

• A bigger heart isn’t necessarily a sign that a person is 
more inclined toward love. An enlarged heart is actually a 
medical condition, which can lead to heart failure.

• A hearty laugh is good for the heart. This laugh attack 
can actually cause the lining of blood vessels to relax, 
enabling more blood to flow through for at least 45 minutes 
afterward.

• Romantic endeavors in the bedroom can be as good 
for the heart as a brisk 15-minute walk. Intimate acts can 
burn up to 200 calories and be the cardiovascular exercise a 
person needs.

• A glass of wine can be good for the heart because of the 
antioxidant properties in grapes. Alcohol also can thin the 
blood, enabling better flow. Stick to one or two drinks per 
day. Over-indulgence won’t make the heart healthier.

• The heart is a fist-sized muscle that can beat an average 
of 100,000 times every day. In under a minute the heart can 
deliver oxygen-rich blood to every cell in the body.

• A woman’s heart beats faster than a man’s. In some 
cases doctors are able to predict the gender of a fetus by the 
baby’s heart rate.  (Metro News Service)

Valentine’s Day is prime time
to get to know the human heart



A8  •   February 3, 2011         RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD       Kilmarnock•Virginia

T he Kilmarnock 
Entertainment Center
36,000 square feet of fun, food & entertainment!

Four 24 foot projection screen tv’s, 
over 50 flat screen tv’s!

Open Bowling 7 days a week 11am to closing

League Bowling Monday to Friday

Special Fusion Light show every Saturday Night

NEW! LASER TAG 
3000 SQUARE FOOT ARENA

Thursday Night Karaoke 8:30pm to 11:30pm

Friday Night DJ 9PM to Midnight

A Tribute to the Beatles by Legacy & open mic 
Saturday, February 5th 

8PM to 11PM  NO COVER CHARGE!

Indoor Cornhole & Ping Pong!

NOW forming senior leagues 
for Thursday afternoons

Call 435-7529 to book an event! 16 Town Center Dr. • Kilmarnock

With today’s growing interest in health, nutrition and fi tness, Bay HealthStyles is a 
great opportunity for businesses to let 15,200 potential customers know about their 
products and services that can lead to a better quality of life. Bay HealthStyles is a 
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HealthStyl� lBAY

A guide to healthy living in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula      2011

Advertising Deadline: Friday, February 11  |  Publishing: Thursday, February 24

Call Maeghaen or Wendy at the Southside Sentinel 758-2328 or email mgoss@ssentinel.com

Call Sara, Marilyn or Joanna at the Rappahannock Record 435-1701 or email mail@rrecord.com

Basket-making
The Morattico Waterfront Museum recently hosted 
a basket-making class with museum board member 
Jean Poythress Koon. The seven students used locally 
gathered marsh grass (spartina or cordgrass), long leaf 
pine needles and an oyster shell to craft an oval basket.  
Participants also enjoyed lunch at the museum, housed 
in the 1901 Morattico General Store building. From left 
are Judy Cablk, Carol Hutton, Arlene Cooper, Marsha 
Sitnik, Barbara Benson, Mag Petersen, Koon and Bobby 
Sorenson.

A special ticket for 
homeschool families will 
be available February 26 
through March 5 for admis-
sion to Jamestown Settle-
ment, a museum of 17th-
century Virginia, and the 
Yorktown Victory Center, 
a museum of the American 
Revolution. The two muse-
ums are administered by 
the Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation, an agency of 
the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia.

At $10.50 per family 
member, the ticket pro-
vides unlimited admission 
to both museums and the 
opportunity to pre-register 
at no additional cost for 
optional student class-
room programs and family 
guided tours of the muse-
ums’ outdoor living-history 
areas.

Classroom programs last 
an hour and address Vir-
ginia and U.S. standards 
of learning for history and 
social studies. Students 
can enroll in one of three 
programs at each museum, 
according to grade level. 
The following programs 
are available:

• Pre-Kindergarten 
through grade 2, Febru-
ary 28, March 2 and 3: In 
“Powhatan Indian World” 
at Jamestown Settlement, 
students handle and ana-
lyze clothing, bone tools 
and pottery of the Pow-
hatan Indian culture. Pro-
grams begin at 10:30 a.m. , 
1:15 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.

And March 1, 2 and 4: 
In “Colonial Life” at York-
town Victory Center, stu-
dents examine tools and 
materials used on a small 
Virginia farm to explore 
life of a typical Tidewater 
farming family. Programs 
begin at 10:30 a.m., 1:15 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m.

• Grades 3-6, Febru-
ary 28, March 2 and 3: In 
“Cultures at Jamestown” at 

Jamestown settlement, stu-
dents compare and contrast 
the Powhatan Indian, Eng-
lish and African cultures 
in contact during the 17th 
century. Programs begin at 
10:30 a.m., 1:15 p.m. and 
2:30 p.m.

And March 1, 2 and 4: In 
“Revolutionary Virginia” 
at the Yorktown Victory 
Center, students analyze pri-
mary sources and reproduc-
tion artifacts to learn about 
lives of ordinary 18th-cen-
tury Virginians. Programs 
begin at 10:30 a.m., 1:15 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m.

• Grades 7-12, Febru-
ary 28, March 2 and 3: 
In “Voyage to Virginia” 
at Jamestown Settlement, 
students learn about the 
1607 voyage to  Virginia 
by exploring period navi-
gational tools. Programs 
begin at 10:30 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m.

And, March 1, 2 and 4: 
In “Life of a Private” at the 
Yorktown Victory Center, 
students explore a Conti-
nental soldier’s haversack, 
clothing and weapons to 
relate to the experiences of 
people during the Ameri-
can Revolution. Programs 
begin at 10:30 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m.

• Family Guided Tours 
February 28, March 2 and 
3: A two-hour, hands-on 
history tour of Jamestown 
Settlement includes visits 
to outdoor re-creations of 
a Powhatan Indian village, 
three 1607 ships and colo-
nial fort, and a riverfront 
discovery area. Tours begin 
at 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and 2 
p.m.

And, March 1, 2 and 4: A 
two hour, hands-on history 
tour of the Yorktown Vic-
tory Center includes visits 
to outdoor re-creations of a 
Continental Army encamp-
ment and 1780s farm. 
Tours begin at 10 a.m., 11 
a.m. and 2 p.m.

Jackie Ferriter recently 
passed the mantle of presi-
dent to Sharon Stieber, who 
will lead the Northern Neck 
Master Gardeners through 
2013.

Janice Mahoney will serve 
as vice president, Darlene 
Nelson will serve as secre-
tary and Pat Brownell will 
continue to serve as trea-
surer.

“I am pleased to guide this 
group of dedicated North-
ern Neck Master Gardeners 
as we fulfill our educational 
mission,” said Stieber. “We 

work with residents and local 
leaders to provide commu-
nity-based horticultural pro-
grams focused on the fragile 
balance between responsible 
gardening and water quality 
of the Chesapeake Bay.”

Master Gardeners serve 
Lancaster, Northumberland, 
Richmond and Westmore-
land counties through Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension.

According to Stieber, a 
dedicated cadre of 64 Master 
Gardeners contributed 9,798 
hours of voluntary service 
to residents of the Northern 

Neck in 2010.  A class of 27 
interns, participating in train-
ing course, will soon help 
deliver the organization’s 
educational agenda.  

The annual Gardening in 
the Northern Neck Semi-
nar, Survival! New Garden-
ing Realities, will focus on 
native plants. The seminar 
will be held April 2 at the 
White Stone Church of the 
Nazarene.

University of  Delaware 
entomology and wildlife 
department chairman Dr. 
Douglas Tallamy will speak.

Museums offer special admission
and programs for homeschoolers

From left are Janice Mahoney,  Sharon Stieber, Jackie Ferriter and  Pat Brownell.

Master Gardeners elect
officers and plan seminar

The deadline to register 
for classroom programs 
and guided tours is 5 p.m. 
three business days prior 
to the program or tour. To 
register, contact group res-
ervations at 757-253-4939, 
888-868-7593, or group.
reservations@jyf.virginia.
gov.

Jamestown Settlement is 
on Route 31 South, adja-
cent to Historic Jamestown 
and southwest of Williams-
burg. The Yorktown Victory 
Center is on Route 1020 in 
Yorktown, near Yorktown 
Battlefield.

Every person from Virginia who joins 
the Arbor Day Foundation in February 
2011 will receive 10 free eastern redbud 
trees.

“Redbuds will add beauty to land-
scapes across Virginia for years to 
come,” said Arbor Day Foundation chief 
executive John Rosenow. “They will 
also add to the proud heritage of Virgin-
ia’s 54 Tree City USA communities. For 
more than 30 years, Tree City USA has 
supported community forestry across 
Virginia, and planting these lovely 
redbuds will add to this important tree-
planting tradition.”

The trees will be shipped postpaid 

between March 1 and May 31, with 
enclosed planting instructions, said 
Rosenow. 

The 6- to 12-inch trees are guaranteed 
to grow, or they will be replaced free.

Arbor Day Foundation members also 
receive a subscription to the founda-
tion’s bimonthly publication, Arbor Day, 
and The Tree Book with information 
about tree planting and care.

To join, send a $10 contribution 
to TEN FREE EASTERN REDBUD 
TREES, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 
Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 
68410, by February 28, or visit arbor-
day.org/February.

Receive trees for joining foundation


