
NORFOLK—The Rappahannock Record in Kilmarnock 
claimed the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation’s (VFBF) 
second annual Ishee-Quann Award for Media Excellence 
November 29. This is the organization’s top award for com-
prehensive coverage of agriculture. It was presented during 
the VFBF’s 2011 Annual Convention in Norfolk.

“The Ishee-Quann 
Award represents the 
best of the best of all 
Journalism Award 
recipients,” said VFBF 
president Wayne F. 
Pryor.

The Record wowed 
the judging panel 
with its in-depth cov-
erage of Chesapeake 
Bay issues, including 
a comparison of U.S. 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture computer models 
that assess nutrient 
loads and environmen-
tal measures applied to 
the bay.

The newspaper also 
reported on bay stud-
ies and Farm Bureau’s 
stance on improving 
water quality in the 
bay, analyzed ramifica-
tions of the 2012 Farm 
Bill and covered zoning 
issues that affect farm-
ing.

“No other non-daily 
newspaper keeps its 
readers as informed of national, state and local farming 
issues as the Record,” the judges noted.

The Record also reported on where to find locally grown 
foods, the benefits of agritourism and a local meat process-
ing facility that helps supply nutritious venison for citizens 
through the Hunters for the Hungry program.

They covered the state’s annual agricultural trade confer-
ence and published a feature on the only dairy farm family 
remaining in a six-county area.

“The Record staff seems to understand the importance of 
farming and farming issues in this Northern Neck region. 

And they relay this information to its readers in an objec-
tive fashion,” the judges added.

Staff members contributing to the entry included general 
assignment reporters Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi, Audrey Thom-
asson, Shannon Rice, the late Starke Jett and editor Robert 
Mason Jr. The entry consisted of a combination of staff pro-

duced news, features 
and photos as well as 
press releases related 
to agriculture..

The Ishee-Quann 
Award is named in 
part for Jeff Ishee, the 
near-legendary host 
of Virginia Farming, 
which airs in Har-
risonburg, Roanoke, 
Richmond and nation-
wide on RFD-TV. 
Ishee also operates 
“On the Farm,” a daily 
Web-based farm news 
service.

The late Homer 
Quann was WSVA 
radio’s farm news 
director for several 
decades and was 
known as the most 
dedicated agricultural 
reporter in Virginia. He 
constantly reminded 
listeners that the sta-
tion’s call letters stood 
for “Serving Virginia 
Agriculture.”

The Record also was 
co-winner of VFBF’s 
non-daily newspaper 

category, sharing the honor with the Culpeper Times.
The 2011 awards marked the Rappahannock Record’s 

seventh consecutive win in the non-daily newspaper cat-
egory, and the Culpeper Times’ second consecutive award. 
They were co-winners in 2010 as well.

With more than 150,000 members in 88 county Farm 
Bureaus, VFBF is Virginia’s largest farmers’ advocacy 
group. Farm Bureau is a nongovernmental, nonpartisan, 
voluntary organization committed to protecting Virginia’s 
farms and ensuring a safe, fresh and locally grown food 
supply.
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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
‘Tis the Christmas season
The Record’s roving reporters share photographs from their 
coverage of holiday-related activities at RRecord.com.
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The 33rd annual Kilmarnock Lighted Christmas 
Parade will begin at 7 p.m. Friday, December 

9. The theme will be “Sights and Sounds of Christ-
mas.”

The parade will begin at Chesapeake Commons 
Shopping Center and proceed along Main Street to 
Irvington Road and end on School Street, said assis-
tant town manager/community development Susan T. 
Cockrell.

Pre-parade activities will be held throughout the 
Steptoe’s District and Santa will visit with children 
at the Kilmarnock firehouse on School Street from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

The parade is sponsored by Dominion Virginia 
Power and the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of 
Commerce.

Robert Mason Steptoe III of Morgantown, W.Va., 
will represent the Steptoe family as grand marshal. 
Former Lancaster County administrator William 
“Bill” Pennell will serve as honorary grand marshal.

Cockrell also announced the parade lineup. Some 
88 units will participate in the parade. The entries 
are listed in order (as of December 6):
1 Parade Banner
2 Proud Partner banner
3 Dominion VA Power bucket truck
4 American Legion #327 Honor Guard
5 Town of Kilmarnock Police Chief Mike Bedel
6 Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
7 Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins
8 VA State Police parade motorcade
9 Kilmarnock Mayor Raymond Booth & Mrs. Booth 
10 Grand Marshal Rob Steptoe and Family
11 Honorary Grand Marshall Bill Pennell
12 Judges 
13 Donniker Brothers Calliope
14 Ronald McDonald 
15 Equestrian Kristy Abrams 
16 Equestrian Cheryl Gallagher 
17 Equestrian Sally Cheatum
18 Brook Rowe’s Equestrian Unit 
19 Equine Sanitation Unit 1: Official Pooper Scooper 
of the Parade
20 Marching Elites
21 Boy Scouts #235
22 Rappahannock General Hospital & Chesapeake 
Medical Group 
23 Cub Scouts #222 
24 Girl Scouts Lancaster District
25 Cub Scouts #215
26 Islanderettes 
27 Knights of Columbus 
28 Cub Scouts #242 
29 Boys and Girls Club 
30 Chesapeake Academy
31 YMCA-Child Care Center
32 Lancaster Middle School Band 
33 Shaolindragons Kung Fu 
34 Hair Design Studio’s Equestrian Unit 
35 Little Wonder Horse Farm    
36 Chesapeake Bank    
37 Equine Sanitation Unit 2  
38 Memory Lane Car Club     
39 Oldies and Goodies Car Club    
40 NN Military Museum Vehicles 
41 Triangle Trolley
42 Lions Club/Leo Club
43 Bank of Lancaster  
44 Northumberland HS Band
45 Brentwood  VFD 1: ‘67  
46 Brentwood  VFD 2: ‘85
47 Brentwood  VFD 3: ‘84
48 Chesapeake Boat Basin 
49 Fairfields VFD mini
50 Fairfields VFD truck
51 Country Cottage
52 Callao Volunteer Fire Department
53 Davis Auto Sales
54 Focus Group Corp
55 Lancaster County EMS 1
56 Friends of the Rappahannock
57 Kilmarnock Lettering & Moubray & Co.
58 Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department
59 Northern Neck Shrine Club Gators
60 Crawford Moving and Storage
61 MD Associates 
62 Revere Gas Truck 
63 White Stone VFD truck
64 Tides Inn
65 Cople District Volunteer Fire Department
66 Two Rivers Communication
67 Union First Market Bank
68 US Coast Guard Auxiliary
69 Whelan’s Marina 
70 Steve Garcia Cadillac
71 Blues Brothers
72 Mayberry RFD
73 General Lee 
74 1969 Charger
75 Visiting Angels 
76 Rapid Lube of the Bay
77 Southern Electronics/Radio Shack
78 Walgreen’s  
79 Callao Ruritan Tractors 
80 Kilmarnock  Volunteer Fire Department Pumper 
Truck 
81 Peggy Shelton: Parade theme contest 3rd place
82 Haley Smith: Parade theme contest 2nd place
83 Reily Haydon: Parade theme contest winner 
84 Color guard Lancaster High School Jr. ROTC
85 Lancaster High School Band
86 Kilmarnock-Lancaster Rescue Squad 
87 Santa
88 Kilmarnock Police Department 

The Rappahannock Record will 
continue a long-standing holi-

day tradition by publishing letters to 
Santa in the December 22 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record office 
by Wednesday, December 14, in 
order to appear in the special sec-
tion. If letters are written as a class 
project, teachers are urged to submit 
them by Friday, December 9.

Letters should be written with a 
dark pencil or ink and include the 
child’s name, age and hometown. 
Parents, teachers and others are 
asked to make certain the letters are 

legible. Please include the teacher’s 
first and last names with class sub-
missions.

The Rappahannock Record mail-
ing address is P.O. Box 400, Kilmar-
nock, VA 22482. Letters also may be 
faxed to 435-2632, emailed to mail@
rrecord.com, or dropped through the 
front door slot at 27 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock.

The December 22 issue also will 
include holiday greetings from area 
merchants and others. The deadline 
for these advertising messages is 
December 15.

WHITE STONE—The town council 
will seek public input next month on 
a proposed 15¢cigarette tax in White 
Stone. 

Council voted unanimously, 5-0, last 
Thursday to use reserve funds to pay off 
the mortgage on the town hall and enact 
a cigarette tax to rebuild the reserve, 
depending upon the public’s input.

Scott Hudson made the motion and Jen-
nifer Hodges seconded it. Voting in favor 
of the motion were Hudson, Hodges, Joe 
Sliakis, Randy Reeves and David Jones. 
Absent were Tina Davis and Irving Brit-
tingham. 

Council will hold a public hearing on 
the cigarette tax at its January 5 meet-
ing. 

The payoff and possible tax were rec-
ommended by the finance committee fol-
lowing a special meeting two weeks ago. 
The combination should allow the coun-
cil to finally balance the fiscal year 2012 
budget, which was projected to include a 
$23,000 deficit. 

Money from town certificates of 
deposit will be used to pay the remaining 
principal of some $111,589 on the town 
hall mortgage. Paying that off would still 
leave the town $260,000 in reserves, said 
town manager Patrick Frere.

Imposing a cigarette tax of 15 cents per 
pack based on an estimated 4,000 packs 
per week sold in White Stone could yield 
the town an estimated $31,200 per year, 
said Frere. After an estimated $4,704 in 
administrative fees, the town could net 
$26,495. 

At that rate, said Frere, it would take 
the town just over four years to restore 

Kilmarnock parade
and related activities
are scheduled Friday

Trevor Pittman holds his composure while grandpa Ed tries to comfort 
McKenzie on her first visit with Santa. The Pittmans were among many 
families visiting Santa at last Friday at the Northern Neck Rotary Club 
Christmas Tree Lot on Main Street in Kilmarnock. Photo by Shannon Rice

Santa letters are due

Town sets
hearing on
proposed
cigarette tax

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

TOWN SETS, continued on page A2

Record news team wins top state award
for comprehensive agriculture coverage

From left, editor Robert Mason Jr. and general assignment reporters 
Audrey Thomasson, Shannon Rice and Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi display 
their awards on a recent field trip to the Dog and Oyster Vineyard 
in Irvington.

Northumberland farmer Robert Hall
is recognized by Virginia Farm Bureau

Story and photo appear on page C8



InsideNews    December 8, 2011
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!
For papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,

Northumberland, Richmond,  
Westmoreland and Middlesex counties:

 $25.00 per year      $19.00 per 6 months

For papers mailed to other areas:

 $36.00 per year     $28.00 per 6 months

Student subscription:  $20.00 for 9 months

 $35.00 per year     $24.00 per 6 months

 Payment enclosed     New   Renewal 

      

Name:______________________________________

Address:____________________________________

City:________________________________________ 

State:____ Zip:__________Phone: _____________

Credit Card No.: ___________________________
Expiration Date: ___________________________

Signature: _________________________________

 Charge to             or       fad- Bill me 

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Phone 804-435-1701, ext. 16, or email circulation@rrecord.com

OR: Order an Internet subscription 
and download a PDF version of the 

entire Rappahannock Record on 
your computer! Get it Wednesdays!

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@RRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@RRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, athomasson@RRecord.com
Shannon Rice

extension 28, srice@RRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, sara.amiss@RRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, mail@RRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, marilyn@RRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, troy@RRecord.com

Classified Advertising:
classifieds@RRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, wayne@RRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, ssimmons@RRecord.com

Sarah Bowis
extension 17, sarah@RRecord.com

Gloria Bosher, 
extension 17, gloria@RRecord.com

Brenda Burtner, 
extension 24. mail@RRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, fgaskins@RRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business manager

extension 21, koliver@RRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager

extension 14, lbishoff@RRecord.com
Angela Garrett, Accounts manager
extension 12, agarrett@RRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@RRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $25 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $36 per year elsewhere. 
Single copy: $.75.

appahannock
 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and 
then the employee’s extension when 
prompted, or use the e-mail address.
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Ad sponsored by Hometown Rentals
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120 Old Fairgrounds Way
Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-3424

Hi, I’m ‘PINKIE’
Yep, Pinkie and I’m look-
ing for a very good home. 
My foster Mom and Dad 
have been wonderful to 

me, I’ve gotten just a 
little spoiled.  Hey, aren’t 
we supposed to be? I’m 
a very special dog I’m 

told and it’s going to be 
very hard to give me up, 
but I must move on and 
into my ‘forever’ home. I 
like other dogs, I’m very 

affectionate and very people oriented. And of 
course, very smart.  I’m housebroken, up to 

date on all my shots and I have been spayed.  
I’m an indoor companion, but do love to play 

outside too.  I love to walk and do right well on 
leash. I can come visit you and we can see how 

we like each other.  
No strings attached. I was found just wander-

ing around and had no idea where I was. Thank 
goodness one of the AWL volunteers was 

called.  I was full of fl eas and ticks and broken 
footpads and I was bleeding and so skinny. 
Next thing I knew I saw this doctor standing 

over me and all of a sudden I felt calm and safe 
and knew all was going to be ok. I really am a 
good girl. If you would like to meet, please call 

my foster Mom & Dad at (703) 408-4517 or (703) 
408-4519 or email saraford@kaballero.com and 
they can tell you much, much more about me.

I’m here in Lancaster, VA!

WEEMS—Lancaster/
Northumberland Habi-
tat for Humanity recently 
announced the completion 
of its 13th house. 

The house on Greenwood 
Court in Weems is being 
purchased by Kilmarnock 
police officer Toni Cox. A 
dedication ceremony will 
be held at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
December 11. The Rev. 
Tom Coye of St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church will 
deliver a blessing, dedi-
catory remarks, and lead 
guests in prayer.

 John O’Keefe, president 
of Lancaster/Northumber-
land Habitat for Humanity 
will present keys and a gift 
Bible to home buyer Toni 
Cox. The public is invited 
to share in this celebration 
of joy and gratitude.

“This is a very special 
house,” said board member 
Nancy Brown. “This home 
is the product of our affili-
ate’s first ever Apostle 
Build.” 

An Apostle Build is when 
local churches join Habi-
tat, providing funds and 
supplementing the regular, 

loyal volunteer builders 
with volunteers from their 
congregations, to create a 
house together with one of 
our partner families.  “The 
response from our commu-
nity has been just terrific 
and very heartwarming,” 
said Brown. 

Ten churches participated 
along with a number of spe-
cial work groups from vari-
ous local businesses and 
civic organizations. 

“This was a real commu-
nity effort. The house was 
built in record time, and the 
Kilmarnock Garden Club 
outdid themselves, creating 
one of the prettiest land-
scapes to date,” said build-
ing committee chairman 
Duane Bushey.

Board member Bushey 
has been charged with dou-
bling the building rate for 
the affiliate.

“The community 
response has been very 
encouraging,” he said. “It 
is clear that in these hard 
economic times, our neigh-
bors in need can count on 
partners in our community 
to help create safe, decent, 

affordable housing.”
Special thanks goes to the 

congregations of Bethel/ 
Emanuel United Methodist 
churches, Campbell Memo-
rial Presbyterian Church, 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
Kanata  United Church, Kil-
marnock Baptist Church, 
Macedonia Baptist Church, 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, St Mary’s White 
Chapel, and Trinity Episco-
pal Church, who provided 
financial and labor support 
during this project, said 
Brown.

This home is the second 
home built by Habitat in 
accordance with “green 
building” standards, 
making them eligible for 
grant money through Habi-
tat Virginia’s “Better by 
Design” green building 
program. Habitat is seeking 
designation as a “Platinum 
Builder,” which will make 
the affiliate eligible for 
additional grant funds.

To contribute time, build-
ing materials, or money, 
call at 435-3461, or mail P. 
O. Box 908, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482.

the depleted reserve fund. 
Frere has been consulting 

with town officials in Kilmar-
nock, where a cigarette tax is 
already in place. 

“Kilmarnock has been 
great to deal with,” said Frere, 
“and I imagine our ordinance 
will be mirrored after theirs.”

After the public hearing in 
January, the town could pass 
an ordinance and have the 
tax in effect by March, said 
Frere. 

 Chairmanship
Virginia Governor Bob 

McDonnell recently was 
elected chairman of the 
Republican Governors 
Association at a quarterly 
meeting in Orlando, Fla.  

He will continue to serve 
as head of the organiza-
tion. 

The 99th District Tea Party 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 13, at the Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department firehouse at 5170 
Mary Ball Road in Lively

Tim Donner, a candidate for 
the Republican nomination for 
U.S. Senate, will speak.

Donner is a businessman, 
entrepreneur, philanthropist 
and longtime conservative 
public policy advocate and 
broadcast journalist, said Tea 
Party communications chair-
man Lyn Neira. A graduate 
of Syracuse University and 
resident of Fairfax County, 
he established Horizons Tele-
vision Inc., a media produc-
tion company, and founded 
One Generation Away, a free-
market education and public 
policy organization. 

He is expected to discuss the 
issues of government spend-
ing and debt, taxes, education, 
jobs and employment, immi-
gration, foreign policy, health 
care, energy, entitlements and 
the Second Amendment. 

NEWS 
BREAK

Zoni and Toni Cox decorate their new home on Greenwood Court in Weems.

Habitat to dedicate house
number 13 on December 11

Reeves said he wanted 
to convey to future coun-
cils, which may or may not 
include current members, that 
“this council would like to get 
rid of the cigarette tax” when 
the reserve is re-established. 
Town attorney Matson Terry 
assured Reeves that senti-
ment could be included.  

In other business, council 
decided by consensus to table 
a decision on the Metrocast 
cable TV franchise renewal. 

Frere reported that he and 
Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard 
met with Lancaster County 
administrator Frank Pleva, 
assistant county administra-
tor Jack Larson and District 5 
supervisor Wally Beauchamp 
regarding the process of bor-
derline adjustment. The idea 
of extending White Stone’s 
boundaries has come before 
the council dozens of times in 
the last 10 years.

Initially, the thought was to 
extend the boundaries to bring 
in more school-age children 
and thus more revenue into 
the town, said Hubbard. 

He said the meeting was a 
way of “starting to break the 
ice” on the process. 

Frere also reported that 
White Stone’s Neighborhood 
Watch program has held sev-
eral meetings and will have 
a work detail to install signs 
this Saturday. All interested 
citizens are urged to attend. 
Volunteers will meet at the 
town hall at 9 a.m. 

The Neighborhood Watch 
program is sponsored by the 
town council’s public safety 
and patrol committee, the 
town police department and 
the Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Office. 

In his report, Police Chief 
William Webb said $1,414 in 
fines were issued in the town 
last month. With 16 calls for 
service, Webb said, “it’s one 
of the biggest months we 
have had for calls.”

Town sets hearing
continued from page A1

Tea Party
to meet
on Tuesday
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Looking for the 

Perfect Holiday Gift?
Give the gift of travel

for memories that last a

LIFETIME
Gift certificates available

                   www.burkesjewelers.com
~ Life’s Short Love Now ~

86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
reported charges against 
four people during the past 
week.
Felonies

Carroll H. Laws Sr., 71, 
of Jessie Dupont Memo-
rial Highway was charged 
November 29 on Middlesex 
County warrants with reck-
less driving and (felony) hit-
and-run in a traffic crash.

Tyrel M. Dorrough, 29, of 
Newport News was charged 
December 1 with forg-
ery/uttering and obtaining 
money by false pretenses 
(both felonies).
Misdemeanors

Two Folly Road women, 
23 and 18, were each 
charged December 3 with 
petit larceny.  
Activity Report

November 29:  Staff 
responded with the Kil-
marnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a shoplifting 
complaint on North Main 
Street. 

November 30:  Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
fight call on Irvington Road, 
with KPD to a fight call/
assault by threat complaint 
in the 16500 block of Mary 
Ball Road and to a domestic 
disturbance (husband/wife) 
and destruction of property 
complaint on Churchfields 
Lane (victim declined to 
prosecute). 

December 1:  Staff 
attempted to intercept a 
reported drunk driver in the 
White Stone-Kilmarnock 
area, responded to Lancaster 
High School on a juvenile 
behavioral complaint, to a 
possible residential burglary 
on Goodluck Road (no crim-
inal incident), and  received 
a larceny report from Blue 
Heron Lane (14 carat white 
gold bracelet w/5.45 carats 
of diamonds, $11,800 loss). 

December 2:  Staff 
received a report of the 
theft of property from a 
motor vehicle on Mosquito 
Point Road (credit cards, 
debit cards, Verizon cell 
phone, woman’s purses, 
wallet, Social Security card, 
Virginia Driver’s license, 
Medicaid card, Medicaid 
pharmacy card, checkbook, 
$475 loss). Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Wind-
mill Point Road resident at 
the request of a concerned 

Lancaster County Crime Solvers is seeking infor-
mation related to three recent equipment thefts.

Between November 18 and 19, a black, 20-foot 
flat-bed utility trailer was taken from D&L Con-
struction at 350 Little Oyster Lane in White Stone. 
At the time of the theft, the trailer was carrying  20, 
2 x 6 wooden roughs lumber.

Between November 18 and 20, a tan 20 KW 
Generac Generator was taken from a house under 
construction at 70 Starfish Lane in White Stone. 
The generator had been installed at the residence 
and power and gas lines were cut during the theft.

 Between November 4 and 7, a black, homemade 
trailer with metal gate on the side and back for 
easy loading was taken from 288 Little Bay Road 
in White Stone. At the time of the theft, the trailer 
carried license tags with the number 256649.

 Report information on any of the stolen items 
or anyone suspicious on the properties during 
these times to Lancaster County Crime Solvers at 
462-7463, or Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office at 
462-5111.

If your information is useful to law enforcement, 
you could receive a reward up to $1,000.

BURGESS—At 4:30 
p.m. November 29, Virginia 
State Police responded to a 
two-vehicle crash on Jessie 
Dupont Memorial Highway, 
a quarter-mile south of Old 
Glebe Point Road in Nor-
thumberland County. 

 The crash occurred when 
the driver of a 2011 Chevrolet 
Malibu, traveling northbound 
on Route 200, crossed over 

into the southbound lane and 
struck a 1994 Toyota Pickup 
head-on, reported Virginia 
State Police Sgt. Thomas J. 
Molnar.

The driver of the Chevro-
let, Howard S. Jones, 20, of 
Richmond, and a 20-year-old 
male passenger, were both 
wearing their safety belts 
and were not injured in the 
crash.  Jones was charged 

with reckless driving, said 
Sgt. Molnar.

 The driver of the Toyota, 
Herman L. Carter Jr., 53, of 
Heathsville, suffered serious 
life-threatening injuries and 
was transported by ambu-
lance to Rappahannock 
General Hospital where he 
later died, he said.  Carter 
was not wearing his safety 
belt. 

Smith Point Sea 
Rescue board member 
Capt. Andy Kauders 
recently reported Rescue I, 
II and III crews responded 
to a variety of calls for assis-
tance in November.
Assistance calls  

November 18: Rescue 
I responded to a 30-foot 
cuddy cabin cruiser with two 
aboard with engine failure. 
The boat was towed from 
Bridge Creek to Jennings 
Boatyard in Reedville. Time 
on call, 3 hours.

November 19: Rescue 
III responded to a call for an 
18-foot Carolina skiff with 
three aboard whose engine 
quit.  The boat was towed 
from Cornfield Harbor to 
the Coan River Marina.  
The captain was driven by 
car to Bay Shore Quarters 
where he picked up his 
trailer.  The remaining two 
passengers were kept warm 
on Rescue III. Time on call, 
2.75 hours.

November 20: Rescue 
I responded to a 40-foot 
sailboat that called on the 
radio for TowBoat US with 
a net in their propeller off 
of the entrance of the Great 
Wicomico River, as Tow-
Boat US did not respond.  
The captain refused assis-
tance and Rescue I returned 
to the boathouse.  Time on 
call, 1 hour.

November 25: Sea 
Rescue responded to a 
20-foot Sea Pro with elec-
tronic ignition failure north 
of Smith Point light.  The 
boat with two aboard was 
towed to Shell Landing. 
Time on call, 2.25 hours.

December 2: Rescue I 
responded to a 42-foot dead-
rise  with four aboard that 
experienced engine failure.  
The boat was towed from 
the GW1 mark to the own-
er’s dock on Crane’s Creek.  
Time on call, 1.75 hours.

December 5: Rescue 
III towed a 30-foot sailboat 
from the owner’s dock to the 
Lewisetta Marina.  Time on 
call, 15 minutes.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
can be reached on channel 
16 or by calling 911. Rescue 
I and Rescue II are based on 
the Great Wicomico River 
and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off of the Yeocomico 
River.

MONTROSS—At 7:30 
a.m., December 2, Virginia 
State Police responded to a 
two-vehicle crash on Route 
3 at the intersection of Opal 
Lane in the Town of Mon-
tross.

The crash occurred when 
the driver of Westmor-
land County school bus 
#20  was attempting to make 
a left  turn onto westbound 
Route 3 from Opal Lane and 
was  struck by a 1991 Chevro-
let S-10  pickup, reported Sgt. 
Thomas J. Molnar. The driver 
of the school  bus failed to 
yield the right of way at a stop 
as the Chevrolet was traveling 
eastbound on Route 3.

The driver of the Chevro-
let, Matthew Ingram, 34, of 
Montross and two passengers, 
under age 8, were all wearing 
their safety belts and were not 
injured in the crash, said Sgt. 
Molnar.

The driver of the school bus, 
Teresa Edwards, 50, of Hague 
was not injured in the crash 
and was wearing her safety 
belt.  Edwards was charged 
with failure to yield the right 
of way, said Sgt. Molnar.

None of the 32 students on 
board the bus were injured, 
he said.  The students were 
loaded onto another bus and 
transported to school.

Woodstoves, Gas 
Logs, Hot Tubs, 
Patio Furniture

702 Church Ln.
Tappahannock Va.
804-445-0026

fax 443-0270

The

PlacePATIO & FIRE

thepatioandfireplace.com

The Choice is Yours !
Stop by Today to take 
advantage of the (up to $300) Tax 
Credit you will get when you buy a 
new high efficiency woodstove by 
December 31. Insert or freestanding 
your choice.

OR
The Convenience of a new
Vent-Free Gas Fireplace or Gas 
Logs is a great way to save on 
heating your home. At 99.9% 
efficient, none of your heating 
dollar is wasted. 
Stop by today and feel the heat !

SEA 
RESCUE
REPORT

Head-on collision claims man’s life
Jessie Dupont Memo-

rial Highway was closed for 
approximately 90 minutes 
and motorists were detoured 
along Old Glebe Point Road 
around the crash scene, said 
Sgt. Molnar.

The Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office 
assisted in the on-going state 
police investigation.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME SOLVERS

citizen (no emergency ser-
vices needed), responded to 
a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint on Covewoods Drive 
and responded to a possible 
residential burglary in prog-
ress on Windjammer Lane 
(no criminal incident). 

December 3:  Staff 
responded to a disturbance 
call in the 3900 block of 
White Chapel Road, to the 
local emergency room on a 
report of an assault victim 
seeking medical care (victim 
declined to prosecute) and 
to an E911 disconnect call 
on Lovers Lane (no emer-
gency services needed, 
children playing on the 
phone, parents so advised). 
Staff responded with the 
state game warden to a deer 
poaching complaint and 
assault in the 1800 block of 
Iberis Road, with KPD to a 
disturbance by a customer 
at a North Main Street busi-
ness, to a motorist’s com-
plaint of a pedestrian inter-
fering with traffic on Black 
Stump Road, with KPD to 
a shoplifting complaint at 
Walmart (subject vehicle 
intercepted by Northum-
berland authorities, arrests 
reported above) and to a 
suspicious vehicle com-
plaint at the Department of 
Social Services (disabled 
vehicle). Staff notified the 
water company of a leak 
causing a large pothole in 
the 3100 block of White 
Chapel Road. 

December 4:  Staff 
responded to an animal 
control complaint on Boys 
Camp Road and to a domes-
tic assault (boyfriend/girl-
friend) in the 3200 block of 
Weems Road. 

December 5:  Staff 
received a report of the theft 
of an air conditioner unit 
from First Street.

Also during the week, 
the sheriff ’s staff con-
ducted nine traffic stops, 
issued three summonses, 
assisted three motorists, 
reported five deer strikes, 

handled four requests for 
traffic control, investigated 
one building alarm, logged 
two inmate transports and 
fielded two calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volun-
teer Fire Department 
last week responded to a 
traffic crash on Irvington 
Road (later cancelled), a 
traffic crash on North Main 
Street and a fire alarm on 
Harris Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins reported 
charges against nine indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Tomas Ignacio Castillo-
Gordon, 53, of Reedville 
was charged November 
28 with driving while his 
license was revoked.

Tanya Michelle Stokes, 
30, of Wicomico Church 
was charged December 
1 with obtaining money 
under false pretense as well 
as a misdemeanor charge of 
giving a false report to an 
officer.
Misdemeanors

A Reedville man, 78, was 
charged November 28 with 
assault and battery.

Richmond man, 76, was 
charged November 28 with 
trespassing.

A Callao man, 24, was 
charged December 1 on a 
Richmond County warrant 
with failure to appear in the 
General District Court.

A Burgess man, 50, was 
charged December 2 with 
appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A Heathsville woman, 23, 
was charged December 3 on 
a Lancaster County warrant 
with petit larceny.

A Heathsville woman, 18, 
was charged December 3 on 
a Lancaster County warrant 
with petit larceny.

A  Callao man, 27, was 
charged December 4 with 
driving while intoxicated.

School bus 
driver is
charged in
bus crash
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KILMARNOCKS
33RD ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS PARADE
FRIDAY, DEC. 9TH  7:00 P.M.

Dixie Deli

1281 Good Luck Rd. 
Kilmarnock

“Quality is our Business”
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

ALL LINES OF

INSURANCE

435-1677
KILMARNOCK

ESTABLISHED

IN 1959

Experience a 
Kilmarnock Tradition 

33 years strong

No parking on Main Street after 6pm
Sponsored by                         & Dominion VA Power

C

Sales & Installation

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE 
THROUGHOUT 2011.

CELEBRATING OUR 26TH YEAR!

bankofl ancaster.com
Burgess • Callao

Colonial Beach • Heathsville 
Kilmarnock • Montross 
Warsaw • White Stone

Member FDIC

WANTED: PART TIME JOURNALIST                          
 
•         Do you have writing or journalism experience?

•         Do you have an interest in events and issues 
 affecting  the Northern Neck?

•         Are you interested in part time work?

We may have the ideal job for you!
Here at MiddleneckNews.com, we are seeking 
Mobile journalists.
You would cover community events or meetings, then file 
reports to Middlenecknews.com.
For more information, please call or e-mail:
 
  Dennis Burchill
  Two Rivers Communications, Inc.
  (804)435-1414
  dburchill@tworivers.net

www.rappahannockhangups.com

Rappahannock Hang Ups 
& Gallery

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2
74A S. Main Street, Kilmarnock • (804) 435-6669

NOTICE
CHRISTMAS Framing Cut-Off

December 15, 2011
We are closing December 23, 2011 

and are Reopening January 19, 2012
Please Plan Ahead

Thank you,
Cindy, Carolyn, Ida

Since 1981

International performers
Children ages 7 to 11 entertained audiences in Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties last weekend with traditional African song and dance. The African Children’s 
Choir performed for Lancaster Middle and Northumberland Elementary school 
students on Friday and presented “Journey of Hope” for the public on Saturday at 
the Northumberland High School Auditorium in Claraville. The performances were 
sponsored by the Virginia Northern Neck Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority in collaboration with the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts, River 
Counties Community Foundation and various churches, businesses and organizations. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

The Agenda
Local Government News

IRVINGTON—Town 
council members will 
hear updates from zoning 
administrator Bob Hard-
esty on demolition of the 
Thomas house on Chesa-
peake Drive tonight, 
December 8. The meeting 
will begin at 7:30 p.m. in 
the town hall.

Hardesty will report on 
the progress of the demo-
lition by Lively Timber, 
which won the bid to 
demolish the house.

He also will give an 
update on the request for 
a pump and haul sewage 
permit by Dudley Patteson 
for the Dog and Oyster 
Vineyard shop. 

Members will continue 

H E A T H S V I L L E —
The Northumberland 
board of supervisors 
will meet at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, December 8, in the 
courts building at 39 Judi-
cial Place in Heathsville.

A public hearing will 
be held at 7 p.m. to con-
sider an amendment to the 
zoning ordinance to re-
define “tourist home” as 
an owner-occupied dwell-
ing having rooms for lease 
on a temporary basis and 
which may provide meals 
to its transient guests.

Other applications set 
for hearings include a 
request from Ryan Hunter 
Crandol to allow an estab-
lished hunting club at 632 
Georgetown Road and a 
request from Mark Scerbo 
and Edward von Bergen 
to establish a ferry port 
at 369 Church Lane in 
Lewisetta. The port would 
serve a proposed ferry 
between Lewisetta and St. 

Mary’s County, Md.
The board also will 

hear reports on county 
roadways and schools. A 
closed session is sched-
uled for 5:55 p.m. to dis-
cuss a contractual matter.

discussion of a request 
by Bruce Sanders for the 
Department of Transpor-
tation to vacate the end 
of Route 633 as it enters 
Irvington Marina. Sanders 
wants to change the eleva-
tion of the roadway.

An Aqua Virginia rep-
resentative is expected to 
report on the company’s 
progress in replacing town 
water lines.

KILMARNOCK—The 
planning commission 
will discuss plans for an 
expansion of the Technology 
Park during their next meet-
ing on Monday, December 
12. The session begins at 6 
p.m. in the town hall.

Also on the agenda is for-
mulating a year-end review 
of commission accomplish-
ments.

GOT THE  I TC H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com

RRecord.com
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We buy
gold
silver

& coins

Free estimate,
instant payment

                   www.burkesjewelers.com

©
20

11

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock

804-435-1302 

Museum holds open house
A holiday open house at Mary Ball Washington Museum Saturday featured a display of 
19th-century wedding dresses made by local dressmakers. Above, Robert McKenney 
notes some of the features of a dress made for his ancestor, Edna Earl Sanders, for her 
January 23, 1898, marriage to Dr. Benjamin Henry Bascombe Hubbard. From left are 
Robin Perks, McKenney and Gloria Romaine. The gown was made in White Stone, said 
McKenney. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

The Agenda
Local Government News

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster County School 
Board will recognize teacher 
and former assistant princi-
pal Carl Oliver on Monday, 
December 12. The meeting 
will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the 
media center at Lancaster 
Middle School (LMS).

Also on the agenda, LMS 
principal Kim Hammond 
will give a presentation on 
the progress of the school’s 
new discipline program, 
Positive Behavior Interven-
tion System/Essential School 
Discipline.

Other presentations will 
be made by Merle Stables 
on the division reading pro-
gram, Sandy Herdle on the 
gifted and talented program, 
Alicia Carter on federal and 
state programs and Sheila 
Cooper on school improve-
ment.

L OT T S B U R G — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board will meet 6 p.m.  
Monday, December 12, 
at 2172 Northumberland 
Highway in Lottsburg.

Board members will be 
recognized for their years 
of service and tentative 
dates will be set for 2012-13 
budget meetings.

gift idea?
Rappahannock

Record 
Online

fast.
affordable.

 easy.

804.435.1701 ex. 16

Bay & River
Home Decor

Furniture
   & Gifts

804.436.1900   Fax: 804.436.1901
2 N. Main Street, P.O. Box 2255

Kilmarnock, VA 22482
E-mail: bayandriver@nnwifi.com

Terry Elbourn & Sandra Hudson
Tervis Tumblers, Yankee Candle, Willow Tree, Lolida

10% off everyday

Specialty Shops, Antiques & Treasures

Carrot Cottage
Down Home Country Shopping

30% off Coupon for 6 Items DAILY!!
Flags, Tervis Tumblers, Jim Shore, 

Willow Tree, crocs, Jewelry 
& Free Gift Wrapping.

804-493-1320
Courthouse Square, Montross, VA

Jean’s Bargain
Center

“Why Buy New When Used Will Do”

Christmas Trees, Decorations & Sweaters
Name Brand Clothing for your family

Perfect for the Holidays!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat: 9-5 • 804-580-2850
Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

BURGESS HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

HOURS: TUES. thru SAT. 10:30-4:30 PM
Check us out on Facebook

Burgess, VA  (804) 453-5900 

Just In Time For The Holidays
Big SALE! 10-40% off

Old, New & In-between

The General Store
Antiques & Collectibles

Antiques, Country Formal, Primitives
Orientals, Silver, Paintings & Jewelry

Something for Everyone . . .

684 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

Antiques & Collectibles

HOLIDAY SALE 
20% off Storewide

Warsaw • 804-313-1876

A Multi-Dealer Mall located in
Essex Square Shopping Center

Come browse our store for furniture, glassware,
jewelry, coins, trains and lots more!

Open 7 Days a Week ‘til Christmas

Ann’s Treasures
& Collectibles
(next to Irvin’s Marine Service)

Great Selection of Gifts for Christmas!

Open Thurs.-Sat. 10-4
804-761-7177

2535 Northumberland Hwy.
Lottsburg, VA 22511

5757 Richmond Rd. • Warsaw • 804-333-0581
Mon.-Sat. 10 AM-5 PM • Sun. 12-5 PM

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

Murphy Seed Service
Tervis Tumblers, Flags, Bird Feeders, Lang 
Cards, McCutcheons Jellies, Preserves & 
Leanin’ Tree Cards, Hunting Supplies

Bring this ad in for an additional

Material Girl
Quilt Shop

Supplies for Quilting
Punch Needle & 

Rug Hooking Classes
                    (804) 453-6003

www.materialgirlnn.com

Thursday 12/8 thru Sunday 12/11

20% off  Tervis Tumblers, Splatterware,
Gourmet Food and Flags

For the BOATER on your list:
Boating Supplies, Nautical Gifts,

All supplies needed to
winterize your boat:

Antifreeze, Fogging Oil, Fuel Stabilizer

on lot available.

Open 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Saturday

and Sundays 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

538 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone • 436-8505

Fabulous Finds for all ages & Gift Certificates

Inflatable Boats

          Ladies Boutique

804-333-6600
5445 Richmond Rd. • Warsaw, VA

Specials
Monday-Saturday 10-5 • Sunday 1-5

804-435-1955

10% off Chesapeake Bay Candles, 
Naked Bee Products & Selected Scarves

Tues. - Sat. 10 - 5 • Open Sun. Noon - 4 until Christmas
72 N. Main St., Kilmarnock ‘In the yellow house’

Please bring this coupon for

Don’t know what they want or 
need? An ACE Gift Card is

always the right color & size.
Open 7:30-5:00 M/F 7:30-4:00 Sat

3010 Northumberland Hwy
Lottsburg, VA  ~ allisonsacehardware.com

Plum Summer
Jewelry, Gifts, Furniture

Crying Shame
Custom Picture Framing, 

Art, Home Decor and Gifts

www.cryingshameframeshop.com

We’re here to keep you going . . .
Tires, Inspections, Oil Changes,

Front End Alignments, Custom Wheels
and more.

804-333-4635                   804-435-6338
Warsaw, VA                      Kilmarnock, VA
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Earl Whittaker was a quiet man, who, 
like his gregarious father, Dan, had a 

spirit of kindness and generosity about his 
personality that pervaded all that he did. 
After finishing school he worked in the 
exterminating business, and then joined 
his father and cousin, Robert, in build-
ing and remodeling houses. I have writ-
ten about Dan in previous items, as he 
was a living repository of knowledge and 
insight about the Northern Neck as well 
as life in general.

Dan was a fount of humor, replete 
with witty repartees about any topic that 
arose in a conversation. He could sit 
down and calculate the number of pieces 
of lumber he would need in any project, 
and estimate within a few dollars of what 
his costs would be. When they worked 
together, father and son made a great 
team, each understanding what the other 
would do without needing to verbalize 
their thoughts.

On September 28, 1975, Dan died sud-
denly in his home at the age of 65. There-
after, Robert and Earl worked together 
for a while, then each went to do his own 
projects. Robert died in an automobile 
accident in 1975, and Earl continued car-
pentering until his health declined. 

Earl was a lifelong bachelor, who lived 
at Mila in the house his father had built 

after marrying his mother, Otelia Dam-
eron. The house was constructed from 
materials Dan had assembled from an 
older building he had razed. Otelia taught 
school and kept the books on “the boys’” 
building projects. 

Their daughter, Carolyn, married Kenny 
Clegg, whose parents operated the phe-
nomenal restaurant at Wicomico Church, 
where the usual waiting time for a table 
on Friday and Saturday nights was over 
an hour. The Whittaker/Dameron/Clegg 
family all revolved around Wicomico 
Church, although Dan had been an import 
from Merry Point. 

Earl was born with a streak of genuine 
kindness that remained a personality trait 
throughout his life. One evening in 1974, 
long after dark, my mother fell coming up 
the steps into the kitchen. She briefly lost 

consciousness, and we called the rescue 
squad to take her to the hospital in Tappa-
hannock, which back in those days was 
the closest medical facility.

The doctors checked her out, told us she 
had no serious damage, and let us bring 
her home. We got home quite late, and 
within a couple of minutes of our arrival, 
Earl arrived, having learned about the 
incident from the scanner. He remained 
well past midnight to be certain that we 
were all right and did not need for him to 
do anything, knowing that he would have 
to rise early the following morning to go 
to work. 

His visit was typical of his level of 
concern. Over the years when we would 
meet in the grocery store, he would tell 
me about mutual friends and any news he 
had learned about their health. He cared 
about everyone, and wanted to do his 
utmost to help those in need. He followed 
local children’s progress through school, 
and would let them know he was happy 
for their achievements. For Earl, nothing 
was too much trouble when he could be of 
assistance to someone else.

Dan and Earl came to be known across 
the area for the garden they raised each 
year on Dan’s grandfather’s farm at Merry 
Point. Their concept of planting was on 
a scale that was truly heroic. They put 

in more rows of butter beans than most 
people plant of all species of vegetables. 
They liked to pick the fruits of their labors, 
fill the products, or should I say “pro-
duce”?, into the back of their pickup, and 
drive through the area giving its bounty to 
their friends. 

We met over 40 years ago during the first 
summer we lived on our farm, when Dan 
pulled into the driveway to give us some of 
that day’s pickings. He liked to say, “The 
Good Book says to ‘Feed the Poor,’ and 
that is what I am doing, whether you are 
poor or not.” Earl would join his father in 
the operation, both of them delighting in 
being able to give away their vegetables. 

They invited our family to come to see 
the garden, which was utterly awesome 
in size and scope. No uninformed person 
could go there without thinking it must 
have been a large commercial operation, 
not to mention that it was the free-time 
hobby of two hard-working carpenters.

Earl died this past Sunday, a few days 
short of his seventieth birthday. He had 
been in poor health for several years, no 
longer working or gardening, but remain-
ing the quintessentially kind gentleman 
he had been all his life. He found his plea-
sure in life doing good for others.

Earl Daniel Whittaker Jr., December 
23, 1941 – December 4, 2011. R.I.P.

Their concept of planting 
was on a scale that was 
truly heroic. They put in 
more rows of butter beans 
than most people plant of 
all species of vegetables.

Focal Point

Mother Nature paints an autumn rainbow over the 
Great Wicomico River.

Photo by Ilona Duncan

Submit your interesting photos capturing life and 
times in the Northern Neck to editor@RRecord.com, 
subject line Focal Point. 

(Reprints from the 
December 8, 1911, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)
Crisp News

John D. Rockefeller has 
resigned as president of the 
Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey. William Rock-
efeller, his brother, also 
resigned as director. Thus 
the career of the “will trust” 
officially came to an end 
Thursday of last week when 
the greatest of all corpora-
tions, sometimes called the 
Father of Trusts, was dis-
solved under mandate.

There was organized 
in New York last week a 
national association to 
oppose woman suffrage.

The University of Vir-
ginia football team beat the 
University of North Caro-
lina in Richmond Thanks-
giving day by a score of 
28 to 0. Twelve thousand 
people witnessed the game. 
V.P.I. (Virginia Tech), of 
Blacksburg, defeated the A. 
& M. team of North Caro-
lina, the same day in Nor-
folk.
Torpedo Afloat

The United States scout 
cruiser Salem, left Hamp-
ton Roads Monday for the 
mouth of the Rappahannock 
River to search for a miss-
ing torpedo. The destruc-
tive little missile has been 
lost for several days and the 
Navy department directed 
the Salem to search for the 
torpedo. It is said that the 
torpedo is a “live” one, but 
the naval authorities do not 
fear any serious result from 
it.
Letters To Santa

My Dear Santa: I am a 
little boy seven years old, 

and have been such a good 
child that I think I deserve 
a big treat for Xmas, but 
will not too much of you.   I 
want only a nice wagon and 
a nice lot of candy. Be sure 
and stop by my house-my 
stocking will be hanging by 
the chimney. 

Your little boy,
Tommy Christopher

 Hardings
Dear Santa: I want you to 

bring me an automobile that 
will run, an express wagon, 
an airship that will fly, and 
a five hundred shot air rifle, 
a pound of shot, and a pair 
of rubber boots. I think this 
is about all you can bring 
me so good-bye.

Cecil Ball
Ditchley

White Stone
Jas. R. Gresham leaves 

today for Baltimore to 
receive medical treatment.

Mr. and Mrs. Hilliard 
and children, of Urbanna, 
spent several days last week 
at the home of Mrs. R. R. 
Dunaway.

The teachers in our school 
attended the Conference in 
Norfolk last week.

The City Developing Club 
recently met and decided 
to have an entertainment 
on Thurs., December 14th.   
“His Old Sweethearts” 
and “Her Old Sweethearts’ 
will be played, and supper 
and refreshments will be 
served.

Emory Currell and 
Leland Squires are board-
ing with Mrs. Adams and 
attending school.

(Transcribed by Stephen 
A. Redd, volunteer of the 
Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

In the “Do you remem-
ber?” picture on page A6 in 
the December 1 issue of the 
Rappahannock Record, one of 
the women seated on the float 
pictured was identified as “an 
unidentified lady.”

While the person in ques-
tion was definitely a “lady,” 
she is certainly not “unidenti-
fied.” The lady seated next to 
Nancy Hubbard McGinnes 
was my mother, Ruth Mitchell 
Crowther.

The second daughter of 
David T. and Maebelle Mitch-
ell, she was born in Norfolk. 
Around 1920 her father moved 
his young family to Irvington 
while their home in Reedville 
was being built. The family 
grew to four daughters, who 
became teenagers in Reedville 
and graduated from Reedville 
High School, directly across 
the street from which they 
lived.

By 1936, my mother and 
father, Robert E. Crowther 
Jr., had married. They moved 
to Kilmarnock with my older 
brother Bobby, and I think in 
1946, when I was one year 
old, they purchased a home on 
Main Street. My mother raised 
her family (four boys-20 years 
from oldest to youngest) there 
and remained in that house 
until illness made it necessary 
for her to leave. She passed 
away several years later at the 
age of 93.

I recently found in my 

Mystery solved

Regarding last week’s arti-
cle, “Mayor issues call for 
harmony following conten-
tious meeting:”   

We can’t change spots on 
the leopard or pervasive atti-
tudes of some member(s) 
of the town’s mayor-council 
team those who keep fires of 
disrepute blazing. Perhaps the 
point of view in your articles 
could be adjusted to remove 
the negativity and pettiness 
borne by those petulant atti-
tudes. This is just an idea for 
consideration as the paper’s 
reporting is award worthy.

The paper’s coverage pres-
ents facts, but many articles 
include all the parody, pathos 
and satire of the “he said-she 
said” point of view from the 
comic-tragic drama at our 
public meetings. The articles 
relay truth, but also spotlight 

Ignore the drama

the soap opera. This may not 
be in the town’s best interest, 
but may generate angst and 
side taking, perpetuating ridi-
cule and shame for our town.

This point of view works 
for performing arts, but 
removing it from articles may 
take the spotlight off negative 
qualities of the protagonist. 
“One bad apple spoils the 
whole barrel,” it is said.

Honorable qualities of a 
mayor and council  honesty, 
integrity, flexibility, respecting 
opinions, working together, 
focusing on the citizens and 
humbleness in knowing when 
to back down. The mayor, 
as official ceremonial head, 
must set this precedent by 
action and behavior.

These qualities are rarely 
given spotlight in the reported 
discourse between the mayor 
and council members. I know 
these qualities are present in 
many members, especially 
those known since childhood 
or through church and other 
social relationships. 

The mayor-council team 
should not take sides or slam 
each other, but should possess 
a respectful give-take rapport, 
honor differing opinions, and 
focus on the best interests of 
the citizens, not on any indi-
vidual, ego or platform.  

Townspeople, please focus 
on these qualities in the next 
election.

Sonja Headley,
Kilmarnock

mother’s belongings and 
passed along to the Kilmar-
nock Museum a similar pic-
ture, snapped just a second 
or two later. It showed Mrs. 
Bob Conley standing in the 
doorway of the old post office 
viewing the parade. Her hus-
band, as I recall, was the first, 
and for a number of years the 
only, state trooper in the lower 
Northern Neck. Different 
times! 

So, mystery solved - the 
lady is identified!

David Crowther,
Lancaster

150 Years Ago: December 1861
Northern Neck units

The 40th Virginia Infantry, organized in 
May 1861, was made up of nine local com-
panies: Companies A, C, G, and K from 
Northumberland County; Company B from 
Richmond and Lancaster counties; Compa-
nies D, E and F representing multiple area 
counties; and Companies H and I from Lan-
caster County.

The backgrounds of the men who served 
in the 40th in 1861 reflected the makeup of 
the general population. Of 384 soldiers with 
known occupations, 179 were farmers and 
52 were sailors, watermen or oystermen. 
There also were 24 mechanics, 16 students, 
15 laborers, 12 carpenters, 10 merchants, 
10 physicians, 8 lawyers, 8 clerks, 5 black-
smiths, 5 coachmakers, 4 saddlers, 4 paint-
ers, and 3 preachers.  More than a quarter of 
the men were older than age 40, slightly less 
than a quarter were younger than age 20, the 
average age was 25.   

As November 1861 ended, the 40th Vir-
ginia Infantry had been camped at various 
sites in King George County.  There the 
men enjoyed dinners of oysters, ham, beef, 
and wild duck as they prepared for winter 
camp.  On December 17, the 40th moved 
into winter quarters at Marlboro Point.

However, several days later they were 
ordered to march to Northumberland 
County. Starting out early on December 20, 
they crossed Potomac Creek and marched 
14 miles to St. Paul’s Church in King 
George County. They rested on December 
21, and then marched six miles on Decem-
ber 22. They arrived around 3 p.m. at Beth-
lehem Church, where they spent the next 
few days, including Christmas.

On December 27, they marched twelve 
miles to the Hop Yard where they boarded 
a steamer. Sailing all the next day, they 
disembarked some 55 miles down river 
in Richmond County, possibly at Union 
Wharf.  In the afternoon of December 29, 
they marched to Farnham Church where 
they camped for the night.

The next morning, they left on the march 
to Northumberland County.  En route they 
passed the homes of many of the soldiers 
and were showered with the shouts and 
cheers of families and friends. The 40th Vir-
ginia Infantry remained in Northumberland 
until March 1862.

Meanwhile, on December 18, 1861, 
various local militia units, including the 
Lancaster Cavalry, were reorganized into 
the 9th Virginia Cavalry commanded by 
Col. John E. Johnson. The 9th was made 
up of 10 companies including  Company 
A, Stafford Rangers; Company B, Caro-
line Light Dragoons; Company C, Lee’s 
Light Horse of Westmoreland; Company 
D, Lancaster Cavalry; Company E, Mercer 
Cavalry of Spotsylvania; Company F, Essex 
Light Dragoons; Company G, Lunenburg 
Light Dragoons; Company H, Lee’s Rang-
ers of King William; Company I, Potomac 
Cavalry of King George; and Company K, 
Richmond County Cavalry. 

Most of these companies had already 
seen action as militia units. The Lancaster 
Cavalry, for instance, had repelled a Union 
gunboat attack at Mathias Point in June.  
During the winter, the different companies 
of the 9th were posted at various locations 
around Fredericksburg where they repulsed 
minor attacks and kept an eye out for the 
enemy. 

The men of the 9th Virginia Cavalry in 
1861 were mostly farmers, or too young to 
have established occupations.  Of 309 with 
known occupations, there were 164 farm-
ers, 33 physicians, 33 students, 12 lawyers, 
12 merchants, 12 clerks, 11 mechanics, 10 
teachers, 6 carpenters, and 3 sailors.  The 
average age at enlistment was 26.  The 
youngest members were three 15-year-old 
boys and the oldest were three men older 
than age 50. 

This article is provided by the Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee and Mary Ball Washington Museum 
& Library with assistance from Ed Trexler, 
author of Civil War Northern Neck. 

Civil War Sesquicentennial

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
With some 18 days to 

Christmas, the shopping 
frenzy is at high tide. 

Chances are there’s a riv-
erneck on your shopping list. 
In case that creates a quan-
dary, I offer here a list of sug-
gested gifts for the riverneck. 

Prices and availability 
vary. There is no guarantee 
anything on the list will be 
suitable.

Of course, there’s always 
beer. You can’t go wrong with 
a nice domestic beer.

If you are having trouble 
selecting a particular brand, 
go for a membership in a 
beer-of-the-month club. 

Even if you riverneck is not 
a drinker, his friends are. And 
they will appreciate the offer.

If your riverneck is a 
do-it-yourselfer, you might 
consider a brew-your-own 
beer kit.

Beyond beer, there’s 
always:

hanging wire.

-the-month club.

snorting tobacco.

or fishing club.
-

ing, boating, hunting, car, 
truck, motorcycle or tractor 
magazine.

fish, big game, boats, cars, 
trucks, motorcycles, tractors.

-
cializing in any or all of the 
following pursuits: fishing, 
boating, hunting, cars, trucks, 
motorcycles, or tractors.

tournament.

knife.

race, or rodeo.

specializing in home cooking, 
steaks, seafood, burgers, or 
anything fried.

-
dermist.

DVDs by any redneck come-
dian.

comedian performance.

music CDs or tickets.

-
ing, or auto racing getaway.

-
ing kit.
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Happy Holidays from

Serving the boating community for over 20 years

Visit us at two convenient locations:

Present this ad for a 10% 
discount on all orders over 
$500 for Spring delivery

17693 Gen. Puller Hwy.
Deltaville

(804) 776-7044

818 Rappahannock Dr.
White Stone

(804) 435-7229

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
Sports Centre has a large 
inventory of quality tuxedos to serve the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula. 
Sports Centre looks forward to making you 
look your best. Our competitive prices and 
experienced staff will assure you the 
highest quality at the best price.

SPORTS
C E N T R E

804-435-1211

NOBLETT APPLIANCE & PROPANE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1939 
Main & Augusta Streets, Kilmarnock

www.noblett.com

FREE DELIVERY

Microwaves
  Advantium Ovens
    Dishwashers
      Wine Coolers
        Bedding 
          Beverage Centers
              Refrigerators
                Ranges
                  Laundry

Open Friday, Dec. 9 
till 7pm

    $649

GE® 30” Free-
Standing Gas 
Range
• 6.6 cu. ft. total oven 
   capacity
• Self-clean oven
• Convection Bake
• 9/12 Dual element
• Warming zone (Fifth 
   element warming zone)

GE Profile Deluxe 
Wine Center
• 29 bottle wine cooler
• Adjustable Temperature   
   Control with Digital 
   Temperature Readout
• Pull Out, Chrome Racks
• Multiple Shelf Positions
• Interior Light with Timer

    $999
GSH25GGCWW

GE® 25.3 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator

GE® Dishwasher

• 5-stage filtration with Piranha  
   hard food disposer
• Dedicated silverware jets
• Steam PreWash
• Auto wash cycle
• Natural convection heated dry  
   option

GLD7708VBB

• ClimateGuard 
   system
• External temperature 
   controls with child  
   lock and 
   UltraFlow64
• Sealed crisper   
   drawers
• Snack drawer
• Gallon door bins

JGB281DERWW

    

$499

 $499

GE® Spacemaker® 1.5 Cu. Ft. 
Over-the-Range 
Microwave Oven

• 1.5 cu. ft. capacity -  
   950 watts (IEC-705 test  
   procedure)
• Convenience cooking  
   controls
• Auto & time defrost
• Turntable on/off
• Two-speed, 300-CFM  
   venting system

JVM1540DPWW
 $199

PWR04FANBS

    $549
JB400DPWW

GE® 30” Free-Standing 
Electric Range

• Steam Clean Cycle
• Hidden bake oven 
   interior
• Super-Large 5.3 Cu. Ft. 
   Oven Capacity
• 6”/9” PowerBoil 
   Element
• TrueTemp oven system

MONTHS
NO INTEREST

NO DOWN PAYMENT
See store for details.

Free Delivery
Professional installation available

I appreciate the recent 
attention given to the 
alarming dropout rate 
among public high school 
students, and I applaud 
the fact school personnel 
met to discuss the issue at 
a forum hosted by Rappa-
hannock Community 
College (Rappahannock 
Record, 12/01/11).

According to the article, 
Dr. Robert Lynn Canaday, 
professor emeritus at the 
University of Virginia, 
advised a group of super-
intendents, principals and 
guidance counselors that 
“many students abandon 
their high school educa-
tion with less than two 
years to go.” This is dis-
turbing news.

There is a conspicuous 
reason for the disturbing 
dropout statistics, which 
was not covered in the 

article, and I doubt it was 
necessary to fly in cur-
riculum specialist Jamie 
Delaney or the educa-
tional consultants from 
Edvantia, Inc. to opine 
about the need for “family 
engagement and excellent 
classroom instruction.”

In much of the 20th cen-
tury, high school students 
understood that in order to 
have better housing, cloth-
ing, food, healthcare and 
technology, they needed 
to have the money to buy 
these things. This money, 
in turn, was linked to a 
quality education. Stu-
dents who dropped out of 
school prior to graduation 
often had “corrective emo-
tional experiences” and 
returned to the classroom 
to shore up academic defi-
ciencies. They sometimes 
brought new enthusiasm 

to their studies.
In the 21st century, how-

ever, many high school 
students may believe that 
they can drop out of school 
and enjoy things that were 
once linked to hard work 
and are now linked to a 
matrix of well-intentioned 
programs/charities pro-
viding or subsidizing: 
housing, food, health-
care, fuel, free breakfast/
lunch at school, Christmas 
presents, school supplies, 
daycare, cell phones, club 
memberships and public 
transportation.

If we want students 
to remain in school and 
behave well and work hard 
while they are there, per-
haps we should provide 
fewer incentives for them 
to drop out.

Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

Drop incentives to reduce dropout rate

Do you remember?
Do you remember the 1958 Kilmarnock Christmas Parade? Can you pick your face 
out of the crowd that flocked to Santa’s convertible as it passed Lee’s Restaurant 
on Main Street? That’s Sgt. Bill Harriman escorting Santa, according to Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service 
of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com

In the spirit of the holiday 
season, many charities use this 
time of the year to raise funds. 
With economic challenges lin-
gering, Virginians can expect 
increased competition for each 
and every charitable dollar.

With this in mind, the Vir-
ginia State Police Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation offers 
the following tips to help Vir-
ginians protect themselves by 
ensuring their donations go to 
organizations and individuals 
truly in need, and not to scams 
or fraudulent organizations.

Knowing a charity takes the 
guess work out of giving. If the 
charity is new, then research 
its cause, needs, and plan for 
spending  donations.  

It is unlikely that a legitimate 
charity will say they must have 
the money “now or never.” 
Request the caller or online 
solicitation to mail informa-
tion about the charity. Read 
provided literature, or research 
the information online, or at a 
public library. Information 
on many charities is available 
through the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services at cvc.vipnet.
org/charities.htm. 

person requesting a dona-
tion what the charity does 
with raised funds. What is the 
division between administra-
tive costs and actual money 
received by the intended recip-
ients? Will the charity re-sell 
your information to unknown 

State Police offer tips on charitable giving
organizations? If personal 
information is provided, how 
is it secured within the orga-
nization’s record-keeping sys-
tems?

-
table?

If seeking a tax deduction 
for contributions, ensure the 
charity qualifies under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Service Code. Always 
request and keep a receipt as a 
record of the contribution.

and internet solicitations.
Do not give credit card, 

debit card or bank informa-
tion over the phone. Request 
the charity mail information 
to read and research.

For internet donations, 
give to charities that provide 
encryption technology to pro-
tect personal and credit card 
information. Look for “https” 
in the internet address; the “s” 
indicates “secure.” The usual 
“http” does not provide online 
security protection. In addi-
tion to the “https,” look for 
a padlock or unbroken key 
symbol as a sign of informa-
tion security.
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Rebecca Tebbs Nunn 
(above) of Kilmarnock 
admires a Santa-themed 
tree donated by Northern 
Neck Insurance Company 
during the Lighting of the 
Trees party last Friday 
at the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA. It was one 
of 63 exhibits in a silent 
auction. The festival raised 
$16,600 to help pay for 
YMCA programs for 
needy children. A colorful 
chandelier (right), donated 
by the Lancaster Middle 
School Art Classes, was a 
favorite at the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA’s 
Festival of the Trees. Photos 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Brand name ladies apparel
& accessories

White Stone
(Next to Bank of Lancaster in Ice House Field)

 (804) 436-1701
open tuesday - saturday 11-5

Maggie’s
Fabulous

Consignments
Holiday Party

Refreshments Served

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Winter Wonderland
Collection

One bracelet with
 interchangeable clasps!

Look for this trademark
Made in the USA

All designs copyrighted © LeStage Manufacturing Co. 2005

The Christmas Carts & Carols Parade was held 
last Friday in Irvington. Some 20 golf carts par-

ticipated in the event, reported Diane Cook-Tench. 
Entries ranged from the sublimely simple to the 
extravagantly outrageous, from the gingerbread man 
to the reindeer float.

The parade started at Chesapeake Academy, stopped 
off at the Irvington Christmas Tree Lighting Cer-
emony and continued down King Carter Drive to the 
Tides Inn, where a celebratory award ceremony and 
marshmallow roast were enjoyed near a massive cedar 
Christmas Tree. Everyone is already planning their 
entry for next year’s parade, said Cook-Tench.

The grand prize winner was a cart entitled “Blue 
Christmas” with Santa Claus and Elvis Presley. Klaus 
Schaschek portrayed Santa and Elvis was Robert 
McKay.

Second place was a float entitled “The Mouse” by 
Glenn Tignor.

Third place was a float entitled “Tropical Christ-
mas” by Keith Kopcsak.

Prizes included a sunset river cruise by On The 
Waters operated by Gene Edmonds, and a one-night 
stay at the Tides Inn with dinner and breakfast for 
two. 

Key volunteers who helped organize the event were 
Bonnie Schaschek, Fran Westbrook, Larry Worth, Tom 
Chapman, Gordon Slatford, Diane Cook-Tench and 
Lin Hurley.

K I L M A R N O C K —
The year 2011 was a very 
good one for the Lancaster 
County branch of the 
NAACP, thanks to growth 
in numbers and increased 
participation by members, 
according to president 
Lloyd Hill.

At the November meet-
ing, Hill noted membership 
increased four times over 
2010 numbers and meeting 
attendance is up 400 per-
cent.   

A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
included reminding the 
county leadership to follow 
federal laws governing 
redistricting which require 
using the population num-
bers of all minority citi-
zens of voting age versus 
total minority population 
in an area to ensure some 
majority minority voting 
districts.

The branch also spon-
sored several voter regis-
tration drives and aided 
citizens  alleging discrimi-
nation in housing and 
employment.  

Hill said the branch 
awarded two college schol-
arships; featured speakers 
on health, voting, and edu-
cation topics at monthly 
meetings; and sent a repre-
sentative to meet monthly 
with the Lancaster schools 
superintendent.

Goals for 2012 include 
encouraging voter registra-
tion, sponsoring a Black 
History program, establish-
ing a veterans committee, 
pushing for more diversity 
in the Lancaster schools 
teaching staff, conducting a 
health fair, fostering work-
ing relationships with more 
local churches, and spon-
soring a king and queen 
pageant.  

In other business, branch 

MERRY POINT—Retired 
U.S. Army Major  Lloyd Hill 
served as guest speaker for 
a Veterans Day celebration  
sponsored by the Derrick  B. 
Spencer Memorial Founda-
tion at Holy Tabernacle.

His introductory speech 
captured the audience and 
kept them sitting on the 
edge of their seats, reported 
Arlene Spencer. There were 
many requests for him to 
return.

Other guests who honored 
the veterans were the Joyful 
Praise Dancers; Jonathan 
Smith; Crystal, Derrick and 
Desire Parker; and Pearl 
Webb-Ross, said Spencer.

“We are grateful for all 
who attended from far and 
near who helped to make 
this service a success,” she 
said.

KILMARNOCK—The 
Northern Neck Chapter of the 
Military Officers Association 
of America recently presented 
the national MOAA Leadership 
Award to retired U.S. Army Col. 
William F. Kelly to recognize 
his outstanding contributions to 
the Northern Neck Chapter and 
community.

Col. Kelly has been an active 
member of the chapter for the 
past five years as the treasurer 
and three years as treasurer 
of the Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps Scholarship 
Fund, reported communications 
director retired U.S. Air Force 
Reserve Lt. Col. Michael C. 
Hall.

As a result of his tenacious 
stewardship of the scholarship 
fund, Col. Kelly was the key 
proponent in raising the fund 
balance to provide an increase 
in annual awards of $1,500 each 
to two students from Lancaster 
and Northumberland high 
schools, said Lt. Col. Hall.

Most notably, Col. Kelly has 
maintained a constant, positive 
cash balance in the chapter’s 
operating account through a 
series of investments in money 
market funds and short-term 
CDs, while implementing 
innovative cost reductions and 
financial management controls, 

Santa lands on the rooftop of the Bugg family cart. Photo 
by Audrey Thomasson

Carts & Carols parade
winners are announced

Lloyd Hill speaks at
veterans celebration

Lloyd Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Henderson also were hon-
ored by the foundation as 
they celebrated their 70th 
anniversary, added Spen-
cer. Many of their  children, 
family  and friends came to 
celebrate the occasion. 

NAACP president notes growth
by JoanMcbride member and 18-year vet-

eran nurse Tonia Waddy 
outlined the newest CPR 
guidelines.

Waddy stressed the 
importance of beginning 
chest compressions within 
10 seconds after someone 
experiences cardiac arrest.  
She said the highest survival 
rates result when there is a 
witness to the attack who 
can begin CPR promptly  
while summoning and 
using a portable defibrilla-
tor available at many stores 
and other public locations 
until EMTs arrive. 

The most recent CPR 
guidelines stress giving at 
least 100 chest compres-
sions per minute, according 
to Waddy.

Hill reminded members 
the next monthly meeting 
of the branch will be the 
third Tuesday of January 
2012 at Bank of Lancaster 
northside branch in Kil-
marnock.

Festival brightens YMCA

From left are retired U.S. Air Force Reserve Lt. Col. Paul 
W. Lassanske, retired U.S. Army Col. William F. Kelly, 
retired U.S. Army Col. Jackson C. Reavill and retired U.S. 
Air Force Brig. Gen. Frank K. Martin. 

Kelly is recognized
by officers association

he said.
Col. Kelly’s leadership skills 

are also put to good use within 
the community. For the past 
several years, he has been the 
treasurer of the county’s Court 
Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) program, treasurer of 
his homeowners’ associations 
in Kilmarnock and Park City, 
Utah, and provided financial 
oversight assistance and pub-
lished an employee handbook 
for the Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic.

The award was presented by 
chapter officers, immediate past 
president retired U.S. Army Col. 
Jackson C. Reavill, president 
retired U.S. Air Force Reserve 
Lt. Col. Paul W. Lassanske 
and past president retired U.S. 
Air Force Brig. Gen. Frank K. 
Martin.

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!

NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake 

Commons Parking Lots Will Be Closed
Next Friday, Dec. 9, at 6:45pm

No Entrance/Exit To Main Street Until 
8:00pm For Christmas Parade

 


