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Kilmarnock council
approves war memorial;
location to be decided

Record takes
next week off
KILMARNOCK—This is the
ﬁnal issue of the Rappahannock
Record for 2011. The Record
does not publish during the week
between Christmas and New Year’s
Day and the ofﬁce will be closed
for the holidays December 22
through January 1.
The ofﬁce will reopen at 9 a.m.
Monday, January 2, and the ﬁrst
issue of 2012 will appear on Thursday, January 5. The regular deadlines for this issue apply—5 p.m.
Monday, January 2, for display ads;
and noon Tuesday, January 3, for
classiﬁed ads and news items.
Around the clock, news items
may be submitted to editor@RRecord.com and display and classiﬁed advertisements may be sent to
mail@RRecord.com.
Send postal mail to P. O. Box
400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482; fax
items to 435-2632, or submit them
by hand through the mail slot on
the front door at 27 North Main
Street, Kilmarnock.
Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year to all of our readers,
advertisers and friends.

by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Council
member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn
wants to honor Kilmarnock men
and women who died in service to
their country.
On Monday, she introduced a
motion to erect a war memorial in
town, promising to raise the money
for the project strictly from donations and not ask the town for any
taxpayer funding.
The motion eventually passed,
6-0.
Nunn said a council committee
has discussed the potential for a war
memorial on the Town Centre lot
or in some other appropriate location to honor veterans. The intent
is to inscribe on the monument the
names of Kilmarnock residents who
died in action since World War I,
but that the memorial would honor
all veterans.
Committee members include
Nunn, Denis Bouslough and chairman Paul Jones.
Mayor Raymond Booth reminded
Nunn that when she organized fundraising for a dog park she promised
all the funding would come from
donations.
“There are costs associated with
the dog park. We have maintenance
people changing dog bags...mowing
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grabbed the microphone and sang
you an impromptu, romantic
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unexpected moment? The Rappahannock Record readers want to
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the lawn,” said Booth.
Nunn said she raised all the
money for park fencing and other
materials associated with the project. “The town would have to mow
the lawn whether the park was there
or not,” she said.
After the meeting she said “800
poop bags have been used since
summer which shows the dog park
is popular, is being utilized, and is
even bringing people to town.”
“I think we are a little pre-mature
in doing (a war memorial),” said
Shawn Donahue. He suggested
council wait until a decision is
made on the use of the town property “before we decide to put a town
marker there.”
When the discussion between
Booth and Nunn started to heat up,
Donahue asked to table the motion
until January to avoid an argument “in the interest of the holiday
season.”
Vice mayor William Smith asked
Nunn to clarify if the motion designated a location for the memorial.
Nunn replied it did not. A location
could be selected later, she said.
Smith seconded her motion and it
passed on a 6-0 vote.
Following other business, Mayor
Booth closed the meeting by expressing his wishes to council and citizens
for a happy holiday season.

Light of the world
A full moon rises over the cross and Christmas tree at the labyrinth
at St. Mary’s Whitechapel Episcopal Church. As Christmas Day
approaches Christians throughout the community plan their annual
observances of the birth of Jesus Christ. Several area churches have
slated special services for Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24,
and many will worship on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25.
Photo by Marilyn and Bob Hedges

Christmas light show
This technicolor nativity scene displayed by Booth’s Landscaping
on Main Street in Kilmarnock is impressive by day or night.
Photos of the town’s 2011 holiday lighting contest winners
appear on page C7. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Homeless case exposes program shortcomings
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Charles Towles is
homeless. He moved out of his Ottoman
home in early September so the county
could demolish his dilapidated house and
build a new one in its place under a government assistance program designed to
help families living in desperate conditions. Had all gone according to plan, he
should have been in his new home within
three months.
But when December arrived, nothing
had started. The 76-year-old man, who has
been sleeping in his car, said it was too cold
and he needed help.
Towles’ daughter and her four children,
who lived in the home with him, are temporarily staying with relatives. When Towles
ﬁrst moved out of his house, he bounced
around from place to place until he ran out
of options. But with no movement on his
property and no where else to go, he took
his story to the Rappahannock Record.
After a call to the county, supervisors
sprang into action, making inquiries about
the delays and lighting a few ﬁres to get
things moving again.
At the same time, Bay Aging president
Kathey Vesley-Massey checked into homeless shelters, but the closest are in Richmond and Fredericksburg. Towles said they
weren’t an option because he needs to stay
close to home to feed his cats and watch
over his property. Several anonymous
donors and organizations have since helped
Towles ﬁnd temporary accommodations in
the area.
In most situations, families being assisted
under the government’s Indoor Plumbing/
Rehabilitation (IPR) program can remain
in their home while a new house is under
construction, said Lancaster housing director Marilyn Hollingsworth. In Towles’ case,
the size of the property would not accommodate a second building and the family
was forced to vacate.
Hollingsworth said the program provides
$1,000 to relocate someone or pay for storing furniture and belongings. In Towles’
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to see Towles put off any longer and hopes
to have him and his family in a new home
by early March—weather permitting.
For Towles, who suffers from depression,
it has been a long ordeal. He is coping with
the temporary living arrangements and
continues to check progress on his property each day when he feeds his cats. He
is satisﬁed that something is ﬁnally happening.
“I am very thankful for the help,” he
said.
“Most of the people are appreciative and
most take good care of the property,” said
Hollingsworth. “There are some people
who expect everything will be given to
them and that’s not going to be the case.”
They must take some responsibility, she
said.
IPR is a program of need, not want.
“Since 1998, over 200 houses have been
completed in the county. People are
expected to pay back according to their
ability to pay,” said Hollingsworth.
A government assistance program to put Charles Towles (above) in a new home stalled
To qualify, a homeowner with low
and left him sleeping in his car. A push from community leaders has given the project a income must hold clear title to the propjump start and anonymous donors have helped Towles with temporary shelter.
erty. The property must have a failing well
or septic system and/or lack of indoor
case, the money was used to store his builder was ready to start in late August, plumbing. Each county has a set level of
but waited for Towles to ﬁnd a place to combined family income to qualify.
household items.
Once the home is completed, there is a
“That’s a problem with the program,” stay. Curtis, who lives in Maryland and
said Vesley-Massey. “People cannot be left has tried to assist long-distance, said there 10-year loan and repayment is based on
homeless. We need to follow up on them.” were problems getting power lines moved, ability to pay. In most cases, Bay Aging
Bay Aging oversees the IPR program then her brother would not clear personal holds the deed of trust on the home. When
for 10 counties, except Lancaster County, belongings from the property in order for recipients pay back into the program, the
where Hollingsworth qualiﬁes recipients the builder to move in heavy equipment. money is used to ﬁnance another home.
“There are many misconceptions about
and monitors the program. Bay Aging is And while he has several cats, she said the
the program,” said Vesley-Massey. “One is
contracted to oversee construction. While neighbor offered to feed them.
In mid-November, Curtis raised enough that they will get a new home and can sell
the agency made several visits to the property, the lack of progress in clearing the money to pay the builder to move the vehi- it for a proﬁt. No, you do have to repay full
grounds prevented the start of demolition cles and haul away the debris. She sent the value of the home” if you sell, she said.
Hollingsworth said she’s only had one
money to Kerry McGirt of McGirt Brothand construction.
Bay Aging personnel were not aware ers in Essex County. When Curtis was told family skip out on a home. “They left a
Towles had nowhere to live and Holling- the site was never cleared, she called the $150 house payment and rented a home in
sworth said she has struggled to get his builder and was told they needed permis- Northumberland County for $500 a month.
cooperation in removing vehicles and other sion to move the vehicles. She gave them Their house was sold at auction.”
Towles may be one of the lucky ones.
the go-ahead and the builder arrived at the
personal property from the site.
Many families have been waiting for years
The stumbling block appeared to come site with his equipment the following day.
While most builders don’t start a project to get new homes with indoor plumbing or
full-circle back to Towles.
According to his sister, Mary Curtis, the in winter, McGirt told Curtis he didn’t want
HOMELESS, continued on page A2
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Northumberland High School Band will
perform in Chick-Fil-A Bowl December 31
by Shannon Rice
CLARAVILLE—Members of the Northumberland
High School Band will travel
to Atlanta over the holidays
to perform in the Georgia
Dome during the Chick-FilA Bowl.
The band gained inclusion
in the event through event
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co-coordinator Brightspark,
which supplies the half-time
and pregame shows and handles all lodging needs of the
bands.
The Marching Indians’ participation in the bowl may be
news to many people, but it’s
something that’s been in the
works for a while, said band
director Walt Mallorie.
“It has been in the planning stages for the past three
years,” he said.
Participating
students
earned money for their individual accounts through
fundraising projects including Virginia Diner sales in the
fall and selling Krispy Kreme
donuts in the spring.
The
Northumberland
Band Boosters program
also has played a critical
role in fundraising efforts,
said Mallorie. The boosters
host a spaghetti dinner fund-

raiser before the winter and
spring concerts and have an
annual band calendar sale
featuring pictures of the previous year’s bands.
As a group, the boosters
donated several thousand dollars to help defray the cost of
the trip.
Students traveling to
Atlanta include 31 members
of the 50-piece band and three
members of the ﬂag line.
Prior to the bowl, the Indians will compete three times...
performing as a concert band,
in a marching band ﬁeld show
and in the parade preceding
the game.
On game day, Northumberland will be part of a mass
band pregame and half-time
show with close to 1,000 high
school students and the college bands from Auburn and
the University of Virginia.
The pregame features a

patriotic medley and the halftime show features the songs
of Lady Gaga, including
“Born This Way” and “Poker
Face.”
There will be plenty of fun
activities for the band as well.
The trip includes a visit to the
Aquarium, lunch in the CNN
lobby, shopping in the Atlanta
Underground and dinner and
bowling at Damon and Busters.
There also will be a formal
dinner and dance with an
awards ceremony, an afternoon of mass band rehearsal
and FanFest prior to the
game.
“It’s going to be a busy four
days,” said Mallorie.
The Chick-ﬁl-A Bowl,
featuring Auburn against Virginia, will be played at 7:30
p.m. New Year’s Eve, December 31, and air nationally on
ESPN.

by Audrey Thomasson
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KILMARNOCK—Vice mayor William
Smith on Monday reported the town’s revenues and expenses are on track ﬁve months
into the budget year, although expenses are
higher than a year ago.
A review of accounts for the ﬁve-month
period from July 1 to November 30 shows
revenues totaling $1,242,427 and expenditures of $1,298,780, leaving a year-to-date
deﬁcit of $58,353. Smith cautioned council
that due to the timing of the report it does
not reﬂect some revenue streams to appear
later such as the Business, Professional,
Occupational License (BPOL) tax and bank
stock tax.
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Smith noted cigarette tax receipts are
up $10,000 or some 20% while meals tax
receipts are up nearly $12,000 or 5% over
a year ago. However, sales tax receipts are
nearly ﬂat, down $291 or 0.4%, and lodging taxes continue downward, off $1,687 or
3.3% from a year ago.
“We’re sitting well as far as the town
budget,” Smith said.
In a report on ﬁndings from the Virginia
Municipal League’s Finance Forum, Smith
said economists are ﬁnding that three measures of economic growth—sales tax, state
estimated tax payments and state withholding tax—are showing positive trends of slow
to moderate growth. However, real estate
values continue to lag at a 5 to 10% decline.

Homeless case

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor
extension 25, editor@RRecord.com

continued from page A1

Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
extension 23, lvaldrighi@RRecord.com

have their homes rehabilitated.
A sad reﬂection of the
economy can be seen in the
Greentown/Gaskins roads
area where several IPR projects are on hold for lack of
government funding. Hollingsworth said she’s contacted all the congressmen
and state representatives for
the area. Only Sen. Mark
Warner responded, saying
Congress is working on
balancing the budget and
he couldn’t say when funding will be available.
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A “last hope” effort by
the county was an application for grant money from
the Virginia Department
of Rural Development. If
the county could ﬁnd funding for a community septic
system in the Greentown
area, Hollingsworth hoped
to complete projects for
some 30 families who’ve
been in limbo for several
years.
“We would absolutely
love to help this community.
It’s a wonderful community
that really needs help,” said

Tara Delaney, area specialist for Rural Development.
While Lancaster has been
lucky compared to other
counties in receiving grants
from the agency, she noted
most of the funding has
suddenly dried up.
Although Delaney holds
some hope the agency will
be able to help the Greentown families in 2012,
she’s not sure what kind
of funding Congress will
approve.
“I wish I had a crystal
ball on Congress,” she said.

VDOT crews repair Milford Haven Bridge
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GWYNN’S ISLAND—
Repairs recently were completed on a bridge over Milford Haven on Cricket Hill
Road in Mathews County,
raising the weight limit for
vehicles that can cross the
structure. The bridge is the
only roadway crossing to
Gwynn’s Island.
The new weight limit is 21
tons for single-unit trucks
or vehicles, and 25 tons for
tractor-trailers, according
to the Virginia Department
of Transportation. Related

Gloria Bosher,
extension 17, gloria@RRecord.com

Brenda Burtner,
extension 24. mail@RRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President
extension 20, fgaskins@RRecord.com

Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer
extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com

Kate Oliver, CPA, Business manager
extension 21, koliver@RRecord.com

Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager
extension 14, lbishoff@RRecord.com

Angela Garrett, Accounts manager
extension 12, agarrett@RRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation manager
extension 16, circulation@RRecord.com

signs have been posted at
the bridge.
During the recent repairs,
steel beams were strengthened on the bridge with
additional support, allowing
heavier vehicles to cross.
A permanent repair to the
bridge will be advertised
for construction in September 2012. The work would
begin in early 2013, and
would conclude in 2014.
The permanent repair will
allow vehicles with blanket and overload permits to

cross the bridge.
Earlier this year, a scheduled annual inspection of
the bridge showed evidence
of deterioration among
steel beams that support the
bridge’s grid deck.
A weight restriction
for vehicles and trucks
on the bridge was posted
on October 21 at 10 tons
for single-unit trucks or
vehicles, and 15 tons for
tractor-trailers. The repair
work by VDOT crews
raised the limits.
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ANIMAL WELFARE
LEAGUE
of the NORTHERN NECK
The Animal Welfare League and
all the animals you helped through your
generosity and caring this year want to
wish you and yours
the happiest of holidays.
Because of you and all your support, many
animals are alive and living better lives.
Thank you for the conﬁdence you have
placed in us to use your donations wisely.
We have and always will.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from all the
Animal Welfare League Volunteers
and the Critters we serve!
Ad sponsored by Hometown Rentals
through The Animal Welfare League, 435-0822

120 Old Fairgrounds Way
Kilmarnock, VA
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Christmas donations
The Fleet’s Island COW recently awarded donations
to the Northern Neck Food Bank, the Animal Welfare
League and The Haven. From left (above) are Tom
Rohacek, Cyndy Radcliffe, Bob Radcliffe, food bank
director Lance Barton and Cathie Ward. From left
(below), are Cathie Ward, Joyce Page of the Animal
Welfare League and Cyndy Radcliffe.

Hors d’oeuvres include:
Bacon Wrapped Scallops, Hot Crab Dip,
Cold Cream Cheese Crab Dip,
Mini Oyster Po’ Boys, Chicken Cordon
Bleu Bits, Spring Rolls with Sweet & Sour
Sauce & Peanut Sauce, Frijoles Charros
Dip, Shrimp Cocktail, Fruit Tray,
Cheese Tray & Veggie Tray
Cash Bar
Cost:$80 per couple for Members & $100
per couple for Non-Members
Black Tie Optional
We will be open for dinner with a special menu from 6–8
p.m. for those of you who would like to have dinner
Reservations required for NYE Party and/or Dinner
Call and make your reservation today – Space is limited!!
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Consortium launches specialized
foster care to serve Northern Neck
HEATHSVILLE—One
of the most important functions of a local Department
of Social Services is to
obtain custody of children
and care for them through
foster care when the circumstances of that child’s
life necessitate it for their
safety and well-being.
Placement in a foster
home is considered one of
the least restrictive environments because the child is
living with a foster family
who has received training
on how to become a foster
parent, said Northern Neck
Foster Parent Program coordinator Georgia Sprague.
It is in the child’s best
interest to go to a homelike environment whenever
possible, although group
homes and residential facilities are sometimes necessary to meet their needs,
said Sprague. The goal of
the new project is to provide that local, home-like
environment for as many of
these children as possible,
even when they have special needs.

SHERIFF’S
REPORT
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles A.
Wilkins this week reported
charges against eight individuals.

Felonies
James Michael Hayden,
43, of Lottsburg was charged
December 15 with malicious
wounding of a family or household member.
Marcus Renard Crawley, 20,
of Callao was charged December 15 with possession of more
than one-half ounce but less
than ﬁve pounds of marijuana
with intent to distribute.
Nicolas Zaraco-Ramirez,
26, of Lottsburg was charged
December 16 with grand larceny.
Christopher Michael Sydnor,
20, of Warsaw was charged
December 16 with malicious
wounding.
James Michael Hayden,
43, of Lottsburg was charged
December 16 with malicious
wounding.

Misdemeanors
A Lottsburg man, 43, was
charged December 13 with
assault and battery of a family
member and telephone harassment.
A Burgess female, 26, was
charged December 14 on a
Lancaster County warrant with
writing two bad checks in the
amounts of $70.01 and $71.38
to a Kilmarnock area business.
A Callao man, 26, was
charged December 15 with
possession of marijuana.
An Alberta man, 47, was
charged December 16 with
appearing intoxicated in public
and failure to appear in the
Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.

a foster child into their
home who has these special
needs, she explained. Without the intervention of specialized foster parents, the
majority of these children
would go into more restrictive settings outside of their
home areas.
It is the goal of this consortium among Essex, Lancaster,
Northumberland,
Richmond and Westmoreland counties and the CSB
to provide therapeuticallyoriented ongoing training
to foster parents willing to
become “specialized,” she
continued. Clinical support
will be provided by therapists with the CSB and case
management will be a joint
effort of the DSS social
worker and the CSB clinician assigned to that case.
Recently, the state of
Virginia began utilizing
Virginia’s Enhanced Maintenance Assessment Tool
(VEMAT) which looks at
most of the life functions of
a foster child, said Sprague.
Through the administration
of this tool, in situations

“Sometimes the children
who are placed in our custody have psychological
and psychiatric issues that
have in the past frequently
necessitated their leaving
their home areas to enter
group treatment programs,”
said Sprague. “To provide
a local, therapeuticallyoriented home environment
for these children, whenever possible, the Northern
Neck/Essex Foster Parent
Consortium, consisting of
the ﬁve local Departments
of Social Services, and the
Middle Peninsula/Northern
Neck Community Services
Board have begun a partnership to develop ‘Specialized Foster Parents’.”
These are foster parents
who have gone through all
of the standard training,
had the criminal history
background checks completed, and are willing to
obtain additional training
and work closely with a
therapist from the Middle
Peninsula Northern Neck
Community Services Board
(CSB) to be able to accept

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—County supervisors will conduct
three public hearings during the ﬁnal board meeting of
the year on December 29. The meeting will begin at
7 p.m. in the board room at the county administration
building in Lancaster.
Hearings will be held on:
s 2ELOCATING THE OFlCES OF THE REGISTRAR ELECTORAL
board and central absentee voting district polling place.
As proposed, the ofﬁces and polling place will relocate
from 8694 Mary Ball Road to the county administration building at 8300 Mary Ball Road.
s !N APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY -ICHAEL * AND 'LORIA
R. Engle to operate a commercial animal and poultry
husbandry at 519 White Hall Road. The property is
zoned general residential.
s !N APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY THE ,ANCASTER -OOSE
Lodge 2527 to expand an existing structure on a
0.59-acre parcel at 2108 River Road. The property is
zoned commercial.
WHITE STONE—The town council will seek
input during three public hearings January 5.
Beginning at 7 p.m. in the town ofﬁce, there will
be a hearing on a proposed ordinance that would
allow the town to tax the sale of cigarettes sold
within town limits. A separate hearing will be held
regarding a proposed tax of 15 cents per pack.
Another hearing will be held on renewing the
existing franchise with Gans Communications L.P.,
which does business as MetroCast Communications.
Although the existing contract automatically renews
for ﬁve years, the town would like public comment
on current and future cable television services.
KILMARNOCK—A public hearing on rezoning property adjacent to the town’s Technology Park
will be conducted by the planning commission on
Monday, January 9. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m.
To expand the Technology Park, the town wants
to rezone three parcels totaling 56 acres from low
density residential to industrial. The property is east
of the current Technology Park boundary and north
of Grace Hill development off Harris Road.
LANCASTER—The board of zoning appeals
will hold a public hearing January 9 to consider an
appeal. The board will convene at 9:30 a.m. at the
county administration building at 8311 Mary Ball
Road in Lancaster.
Robert and Clair Harrington of Mechanicsville
are seeking a variance to the residential setback
requirements found in the county zoning ordinance.
They are seeking authorization to construct a garage
on Chiltons Lane.

‘Tis the Season!
Tyrell Maurice Crockett

CRIME
SOLVERS
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information
regarding the whereabouts of
Tyrell Maurice Crockett. He is
wanted for credit card fraud.
Crockett, 30, is described as
a black male with black hair,
brown eyes, tattoos on both
arms and his back, facial hair
and goatee. He is of medium
build, 6 feet 2 inches tall and
weighs 180 pounds. His last
known address was 115 Claybrook Avenue, Kilmarnock
and 10688 River Road, Mollusk.
Report related information
to Lancaster County Crime
Solvers at 462-7463, or investigator Ronald Hudson at the
Lancaster County Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce, 462-5111.
If your information is useful
to law enforcement, you could
receive a reward up to $1,000.
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THE DANDELION
Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts
––– Irvington, Virginia –––
-ONDAY THRU 3ATURDAY s  TO  s  
www.thedandelion.com

such as this, foster parents
will be eligible to receive an
enhanced payment for the
foster child they have based
on the needs of the child indicated in the VEMAT. While
all foster parents receive
compensation when they
have a foster child, a specialized foster parent would
be able to receive additional
payment because the child
has identiﬁed issues which
require additional time and
skill in addressing.
“Members of the foster
parent consortium and the
CSB are very excited to be
able to create this new service for our foster children,”
said Sprague. “It will help
keep our foster children in
their home communities
where they will have access
to their natural support
systems (friends, family,
schools, etc.) and hopefully
prevent them from having
to go into a group home or
residential treatment facility.”
Specialized Foster Parent
applications are available;
call Sprague at 580-3477.

AAA predicts
increase in
holiday travel
nationwide
VIRGINIA BEACH—
AAA forecasts 91.9 million
Americans will travel 50
miles or more from home
during the 2011-12 year-end
holiday travel season. That
represents a 1.4% increase
over the 90.7 million people
who traveled one year ago.
This expected volume
represents the second highest in the past decade, as
well as 30% of the total
U.S. population. The 11-day
year-end holiday period,
from December 23 to January 2, is the longest holiday
travel season of the year.
“It’s a positive sign for the
travel industry that so many
Americans are planning to
travel this holiday season,
collectively contributing to
the second-highest year-end
holiday travel volume in the
past ten years,” said Georjeane Blumling, vice president of public relations for
AAA Tidewater Virginia.
“As our lives get busier, it
is so important to create
opportunities for the rest
and rejuvenation that result
from vacation travel and
connecting with family and
friends, especially during
the holidays.”
In the Commonwealth,
overall travel during the
holiday is expected to make
a modest increase of 1%,
with the total travelers being
approximately 2.7 million
Virginians.
AAA’s projections are
based on economic forecasting and research by IHS
Global Insight. To view
the complete forecast, visit
NewsRoom.AAA.com.

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with
a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
paper and online
SUBSCRIPTIONS s  

Merry Christmas
Closing Dec. ľŀ
Reopening Dec. ľŃ
Tues. - Sat. ĽĽam - Łpm • ŀłľ-łľłļ • Lively

BURGESS HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

Annual Inventory
Reduction Sale
Everything on Sale!
HOURS: TUES, WED,

FRI. & SAT 10-5 PM

80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
Burgess, VA (804) 453-5900

It’s “inventory time” and
we’d rather
than

sell it
count it !

2 Days Only !
Monday, December 26 9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday, December 27 9 am - 5 pm

STOREWIDE

20% to 50% off
You don’t want to
miss this SALE !
5IF4UBGGPG

3PTT±T3JOHT5IJOHT
Wishes Everyone A
Joyous Holiday Season !
We’ll be closed Dec. 28 through Jan. 1
and reopen Monday, Jan. 2.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
 )RVINGTON 2D s +ILMARNOCK s  
-ONDAY &RIDAY   s 3ATURDAY  
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Worthy goals

fewer school dropouts, and
In
the
December they have role models. Of
8 Record, I read the course, not all two-parent
NAACP’s goals for 2012. families are perfect.
by Robert Mason Jr.
Voter registration, Black
The NAACP has done
With the Civil War SesHistory programs and a wonderful things, even to
quicentennial upon us, let
king and queen pageant the point of having a black
us recall the words of Henry
are nice goals to have. I president of the U.S. Keep
Wadsworth Longfellow.
would have liked to have up the good work and perChristmas Bells
seen goals more in line haps consider these examI heard the bells on
with the “advancement ples of worthy goals in the
Christmas Day
of colored people” as future.
The old familiar carols play,
Suzanne A. Norman,
the organization’s name
And wild and sweet,
Lancaster
implies.
The words repeat
A
far
more
worthy
goal
Pollard will
Of peace on earth, goodwould be to mentor young
will to men.
people on the importance be missed
And thought how, as the
of staying in school, workAlbert C. Pollard Jr. will
day had come,
ing hard and getting a retire in January as District
The belfries of all
good education. There are 99 Delegate to Virginia’s
“Calm Day on The Bay”
Christendom
a lot of scholarships for General Assembly.
Had rolled along
kids with good grades to
Along with others, we
Photo by Andrea Levine
The unbroken song
enter college.
will miss his gifts of talent
Of peace on earth, goodEven if they decide not and time given to beneﬁt
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
will to men.
to attend college, learn- Virginia and our district. His
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.
ing a good trade would combination of straight talk
Till, ringing, singing
land them a good paying and independent thinking is
on its way,
job. We have a wonderful unusual in these contentious
The world revolved from
trade school in Warsaw times.
night to day,
and I understand there is a
Albert Pollard does not
A voice, a chime
this city high school into a regionally oper- shortage of “skilled” work- begin with a pre-conceived
by Sen. Jim Webb, Sen. Mark Warner,
A chant sublime
ated, high-tech high school for the top
Rep. Eric Cantor, Gov. Bob McDonnell,
ers in the U.S. As another political stand, but lisOf peace on earth, goodThe Honorable George Allen and The Hon- students in central Virginia, this could tech- letter
writer
recently tens to the opposition and
will to men.
nically be seen as a “new” use. The IRS
orable Tim Kaine
stated, “If we want stu- understands the legal ramiThen from each black,
agreed. Using the 1986 law, this formerly
dents to remain in school ﬁcations of the issues, and
accursed mouth
run-down school is now home to one of the and behave well and work wisely, only then, makes
America’s economic recovery continues
The cannon thundered in
highest-ranked U.S. public high schools.
to pose tough challenges. Our citizens
hard while they are there, difﬁcult decisions.
the south;
With that in mind, we all support the
need good jobs, and our students need the
perhaps we should provide
At the General AssemAnd with that sound
skills to compete for those jobs in the years Rehabilitation of Historic Schools Act, leg- fewer incentives for them bly, when Albert Pollard
The carols drowned
islation that would eliminate this roadblock to drop out.”
ahead. During a time of economic uncerannounced his retirement,
Of peace on earth, goodAnother worthy goal Republicans and Democrats,
tainty, we need to work together on creative to school renovation and allow local govwill to men.
ernments to use the historic building reha- would be to mentor young alike, gave him a standing
ideas that confront these challenges in an
It was as if an
bilitation tax credit. The legislation isn’t
girls not to get pregnant ovation.
innovative manner. With divided governJane and Sibley Towner,
earthquake rent
before marriage. A young
ment in Washington, we need solutions that a silver bullet. But it is the only proposal
Kilmarnock
The hearthstones of
before Congress to leverage private capital single mother is often on a
both parties can support. Here’s one:
a continent,
to help modernize our public schools.
one-way street to welfare.
Republicans and Democrats agreed in
And made forlorn
The national interest—not to menOnce on welfare, it’s hard
1986 on a private capital approach to modThe household born
tion the best interests of parents, children
to get off welfare.
ernize America’s oldest buildings. ConOf peace on earth, goodand teachers—is not served by allowing
Another would be to
gress authorized a federal rehabilitation
will to men.
obscure provisions of current law to cost
mentor young adults on
tax credit, worth up to 20 percent of conjobs and opportunities for students and pri- the importance of a twostruction costs, for rehabilitating historic
And in despair I bowed
vate investors. This is a bipartisan jobs bill parent family. It’s been
buildings. This policy has proved successmy head,
that could help make America more comproven that in households
ful,
except
in
one
crucial
category—older
“There is no peace on
petitive while also expanding our economy. with a married mother
school buildings.
earth,” I said,
We hope our colleagues and the White
and father the children do Rappahannock Record
Because of a limitation on using the tax
“For hate is strong
House
agree.
better in school, there are
credits
for
tax-exempt
property,
public
An mocks the song
schools cannot generally beneﬁt from this.
Of peace on earth, goodIn addition, an Internal Revenue Service
will to men.”
rule, known as “prior use,” generally proThen pealed the bells more hibits private investors from earning this
loud and deep:
The 20th Anniversary of the end operations or died from accidents makes AMVETS unique among
credit if they renovate an older school into
“God is not dead, nor doth a more modern public educational facility. of the Cold War—the day the Soviet while helping the U.S. ‘show the Veteran Service Organizations.
he sleep;
“These forgotten Cold War vets
This means that if a local school building Union formally dissolved—will be ﬂag’ in overseas deployments.”
The Wrong shall fail,
is turned into a luxury condo, developers
marked on December 26.
Full said, “Most veterans of the and the nation are beginning to
The Right prevail,
are eligible for federal tax credits. But if
Although Virginia AMVETS period spent countless, unheralded understand their services. Time has
With peace on earth, good- private interests invest to modernize an old (American Veterans) will not hold nights ‘on watch’ in nuclear mis- provided historical context illustratwill to men.”
school, the IRS says these tax credits are
a formal ceremony, the day is sile ﬁelds, on ships at sea, on Com- ing the importance of ‘holding the
not available.
remembered by them as a ‘victory’ munist borders in Korea, Germany line’ against Soviet threats.
Longfellow wrote this
Indeed, the limitations in current law
in a 46-year confrontation between and other locations. The bottom
“Many Cold War veterans did
poem on Christmas Day in
effectively force localities to use the
the Communist East, dominated by line is that they all served and they everything but pull the proverbial
1864, still reeling from per“borrow to build” approach—based on
the Soviet Union, and the democra- all demonstrated America’s will to trigger as they remained on high
sonal tragedies.
cies in the West led by the U.S.
ﬁght should it become necessary.” states of alert for long periods of
On April 12, 1861, his wife federally subsidized local government
bonds. We have an important tradition of
In 1947, Bernard Baruch, an
The impact of the Cold War ‘vic- time. Their collective services and
Frances was fatally burned
local control of education, but by denying
advisor to President Harry Truman, tory’ has been signiﬁcant. It led to sacriﬁce helped liberate Eastern
in an accidental ﬁre in their
local schools access to private capital to
coined the phrase stating, “we are the creation of democracies in East- Europe and gave smaller nations in
home in Cambridge, Mass.
rejuvenate older buildings, we are increas- today in the midst of a cold war” ern Europe which, free of socialist Asia and Europe the time needed
That same day, Confederate
Gen. Pierre G. T. Beauregard ing local costs. Those increased costs mean effectively characterizing a global police-states, have established free- to establish democratic-republican
geo-political conﬂict without direct market economies and represen- and free market institutions. It was
ﬁred the opening shots of the fewer local education dollars are available to improve classroom instruction and
confrontation between the belliger- tational governments. Many are the American military’s ‘longest
Civil War.
ents; one that would be played out allies today and part of the North campaign,’ yet no campaign medal
In November 1863, Long- ensure our children have the educational
on the international stage, ofﬁcially Atlantic Treaty Organization. They has been authorized.”
fellow’s oldest son, Charles, a resources they need.
These restrictions are preventing
lasting from September 2, 1945, have actively supported operations
“Part of the new awareness of
lieutenant in the Union Army,
major—and much needed—renovations
through December 26, 1991.
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Most Cold War service is the result of the
was severely wounded in the
at a time when the average K-12 facility
“It was neither a bloodless vic- notable has been Poland which current wars which have created a
Battle of New Hope Church
is considered obsolete, built for a 20thtory nor one without sacriﬁce,” says commanded one of the three major greater public understanding in the
in Orange County, Virginia.
century curriculum when our children need AMVETS Department of Virginia Corps areas in Iraq and, in Afghani- need for military service and a susThe poem should ring a
a 21st-century education. It is time we
Commander Gene Full of Roa- stan, provides several thousand tainable defense. People are recogbell.
improve those schools by ﬁxing this policy. noke. “The wars in Korea and Viet- troops to include special operations nizing George Washington’s advice
John Baptiste Calkin in
In Virginia, we’ve seen ﬁrsthand what this
nam were ‘hot’ conﬂicts in a longer forces.
that the best way to prevent war is
1872 dropped a couple stanchange can do.
ideological confrontation that
“We are seeing a re-awakening to be prepared for war. In the Cold
zas, set it to music and the
A few years ago, Richmond couldn’t
included many tense moments in among Cold War veterans,” said War, we were prepared and the
carol “I Heard the Bells on
afford to borrow the money to turn a deteBerlin, Cuba and other places. We AMVETS Historian Greg Eanes. Soviet leadership knew it.”
Christmas Day” evolved.
riorated, Depression-era high school into a also lost many people in peacetime “Many AMVETS members are
“Our Cold War veterans will
Various lines also have
modern K-12 facility. But local leaders and operations who were supporting Cold War veterans and, of course, always hold a special place in
been referenced by scholars
and preachers to Bible verses. the Richmond City Council devised a novel U.S. strategic nuclear operations, we welcome all veterans regardless AMVETS and in American hissolution. If the private sector rehabilitated
engaged in sensitive intelligence of place or period of service. This tory,” concluded Eanes.
Merry Christmas.

Let’s update tax policy to help rebuild schools

Happy Holidays!

From our
Family
to yours!

AMVETS remember end of Cold War

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

W

hen I was a small boy, my parents
patronized an old country store
about a mile from our home, which itself
was a small farm near Spencerville, Maryland. Those were the days before gentriﬁcation, when the term “country” connoted
something authentic, rather than something cutesy, as it does in today’s parlance.
The store, which still stands, had the then
typical ugly Bricktex siding and a large
open porch. Today it has a modern, vinyl
covering.
In the center of the store was a woodstove, which roared with heat from October through April. The locals, be they
lawyers, ﬁremen, farmers or dentists, congregated before it each evening to review
the day’s events. Everyone knew everyone
else, and enjoyed each other’s company.
One year late on Christmas Eve, my
father went to the store to get some milk
and other provisions. He was wearing a
huge coat, the interior of which was thick
sheepskin. The two side pockets were also
sheepskin. Wearing it, one was impervious
to whatever blizzard conditions existed
beyond the outer surface of the coat. It
also weighed a ton.
The weather was frigid that Christmas
Eve, and a heavy blanket of snow lay

Each Christmas Eve I
think of Blinky, and the
great chum he had been
in my formative years.
I attribute my lifelong
fascination with animals
in large part to the childhood indoctrination I
received from him.
on the ground. My father took a while,
causing my mother to worry. Finally he
returned, carrying the grocery bag, but
with a bulge in the right pocket of the
great coat. He came into the kitchen, put
the bag on the table, and with that, a walnut-size head stuck itself out of the bulging pocket. It belonged to a small, blackand-white puppy that my father lifted on
to the ﬂoor. The puppy immediately sidled
over to me, and for the next two years we
were inseparable.
I named him Blinky, for whatever

reason I do not remember, but he was perhaps the happiest animal I ever knew. He
loved people, was very obedient, and went
everywhere with us. When we came down
to the family home at Colonial Beach, he
was always by my side on the back seat of
the car. He had no interest in other dogs or
animals, always preferring the company of
humans.
Blinky was very smart, avoiding trouble, never biting or chewing on shoes or
furniture. How I wish he could be here to
assist in training our current puppy. Even
my mother, who thought dogs were more
to be seen than cradled, delighted in his
companionship. In short, he was the perfect dog for our family.
We also had a Dalmatian, Kerry, a ﬁne
dog in his own right, a cat, duck, chickens,
ﬁve pigs, and three heifers. Blinky slept in
a doghouse with Kerry, between our home
and a rental house on the property. They
got along quite well together, and Kerry,
despite his larger size, never resented
being “second dog” to Blinky. It was an
idyllic situation.
Nearly two years later, late one night
we heard noise in the yard, but assumed a
strange animal had come on the property.
The next morning all was in order, except

for the absence of Blinky. We searched
for him in every corner of the farm and
beyond, but were not hopeful, as he never
strayed away. We never found him, and to
this day do not know his fate.
At the time, an article in the newspaper
spoke of a syndicate stealing animals that it
then sold for medical research. As an adult
dog, Blinky remained small, not reaching
even ten pounds. He would have been easy
to transport, and given his docile nature,
would not have put up a ﬁght. I prefer to
think he fell victim to some animal predator, but all these decades later, the mystery
will continue to remain unsolved.
Each Christmas Eve I think of Blinky,
and the great chum he had been in my formative years. I attribute my lifelong fascination with animals in large part to the
childhood indoctrination I received from
him. Whether as a religious experience
with the manger in the stable ﬁlled with
peering animals, or the reindeer pulling
the sleigh, or the partridge in the pear tree,
animals play an important part of Christmas. May they ever receive the love and
kindness they exude for us humans, for
they deserve it in bucketsful.
Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and
Godspeed for the New Year to All!
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Letter cried wolf

Do you remember?
The Kilmarnock Town Christmas Tree of 1967 could be
the town’s tallest Christmas tree. It stood at the corner
of West Church and Main streets, next to the Bay Trust
building, which was then the Chesapeake Bank building,
said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn.
“Do you remember?” is a community service of the
museum.

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!

I read with interest the
recent diatribe from a writer
running wildly amok with
only a small portion of the
facts.
She’s taken a video showing Sen. Paul Rand prophesying the beginning of Gestapo
Amerika if the National
Defense Appropriations Act
(S1867) is reconciled. In her
usual temperate and moderate
way, she describes the act as
“a treasonous piece of trash,”
and “the most egregious rape
of Constitutional protections
in history.” Oh my!
If it were true, she might
even be right. If . . . but, it
turns out that it’s not quite
true.
According to Section
1032 of the 926-page bill, on
“Requirement for Military
Custody” for instance, “the
requirement to detain a person
in military custody under this
section does not apply to citizens of the United States.”
And Section 1031, which
relates to the use of the
armed forces to detain covered people “pursuant to the
Authorization for Use of
Military Force,” has a very
narrow purpose of describing detention “under the
law of war” of people who
either participated in the terrorist attacks of September
11, 2001, or is a member
or “substantial supporter”
of al-Qaida, the Taliban, or
“associated forces that are
engaged in hostilities against
the United States or its coalition partners.”
Don’t take my word for it,
check it out yourself at www.
dailyinterlake.com/opinion/
editorials/article_7323c4502155-11e1-8154001871e3ce6c.html.
There are things that are (or
aren’t) happening in Washington that really should concern us. However, this isn’t
among them. We need to
be concentrating on the real
issues and ignoring distractions such as this.

PAPER AND ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS s  

Ernie Greene,
Mollusk

Home for the Holidays?
Use your visit to tell if a loved one needs help
by Frank McCarthy
Are you visiting your
senior family members for
the holidays?
If you are, in addition to
celebrating take a moment
to make sure your loved ones
are still capable of managing their daily lives on their
own. Often older adults need
some help to stay safe and
healthy, but have difﬁculty
addressing the situation.
To help determine if our
seniors need help to stay
at home, Visiting Angels
has developed this simple
checklist.
Check their appearance:
s !RE THEY WEARING APPROpriate clothing?
s )S THERE A DRASTIC CHANGE
in their clothing choices?
s !RE THEIR CLOTHES CLEAN
s !RE THERE SIGNS THAT INDIcate difﬁculty with bathing,
washing their hair or brushing their teeth?
s (AVE THEY MADE ANY
drastic changes to their
appearance – wearing more
or less makeup, not wearing
dentures?
Appearance is an immediate clue that the activities of
daily living may be becoming more difﬁcult. It’s also a
potential indicator of deteriorating vision and possibly
changes in mental acuity.
Look around the home:
s )S THE REFRIGERATOR APPROpriately stocked?
s )S THE HOUSE AT ITS USUAL
level of tidiness or is there a
change?
s !RE DISHES AND LAUNDRY
being taken care of in a
timely manner?
s )S THERE EXPIRED FOOD IN
the pantry?
s !SK ABOUT MEALSARE
they eating enough? What

about water intake?
s !RE MEDICATIONS ORGAnized or are there expired
medications or bottles all
over the house?
s !RE THERE SIGNS THAT
medications are not being
taken or indications of overdosing? Compare the issue
date and number of pills
issued to the number of
pills remaining.
A change in housekeeping, food choices, or medication management
can
indicate additional support
is needed.
Talk about their routine:
s !SK ABOUT ACTIVITIES
and friends—are they still
participating in things they
enjoy? Are they able to get
themselves to where they
want to go?
s !SK ABOUT THEIR DOCTOR
appointments—do
they
understand their medications? Have they skipped or
missed appointments?
s #HECK ON THE BILLSARE
they paying bills on time, or
is the mail being ignored?
Giving up activities,
missing appointments and
ignoring the mail are all
signs that an older person
may need help. They’re also
signs of possible depression, an issue that affects
older Americans at alarming
rates. If you notice a change
in interests or participation
in activities, you may want
to speak with their doctor
to rule out medical issues,
and look into assistance for
them.
Staying in their home is
typically the goal of most
seniors, especially those in
our area. But the reality may
be that caring for the home
and managing the activities

Corrections
Two names were misspelled in a recent cutline accompanying a “Do you remember?” photo. The correct spellings
are Sue Luckett Haynie and Louise Harvey.
Another “Do you remember?” cutline indicated the photo
showed the ﬁrst Christmas lights being installed by the town
when in fact it should have indicated the photo showed the
ﬁrst Christmas decorations installed by the town. Lights
have been strung by the town since before 1950.

of daily living can become
increasingly difﬁcult as
we age. Many seniors are
reluctant to admit that reality because they fear losing
their independence or burdening their family with the
need for help.
A Christmas holiday visit
represents an ideal opportunity for adult children
to assess their loved one’s
living situations and see if
home care could help them.
Frank McCarthy is the
owner/director of Visiting
Angels of the NNMP. The
agency is headquartered in
Kilmarnock.
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Rappahannock
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instant payment
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Local Tea Parties dispute endorsement
LANCASTER—The
recent
announcement of broad Tea Party
support by George Allen’s Senate
campaign is being challenged by local
Tea Party ofﬁcials.
The race for the U. S. Senate seat
being vacated by Sen. Jim Webb has
attracted former Gov. and Sen. Allen,
former Gov. Tim Kaine and at least
four other candidates. Recent press
releases by the Allen campaign have
either stated or implied endorsement
by the Virginia Tea Party Patriots, a
coalition of more than 50 Tea Party
groups statewide.
Edgar Doleman, chairman of the

99th District Tea Party, which includes
Lancaster and Northumberland counties and parts of other counties, has
stated that the 99th District Tea Party
has not endorsed Allen or any other
candidate as that is contrary to the
local chapter’s By-Laws.
The confusion has arisen because
a number of Tea Party ofﬁcials have
personally endorsed Allen, but not
as representatives of their organizations, explained board member Matthew L. Wood. The Allen campaign
has appeared to take these personal
endorsements as coming from the Tea
Party organizations and have publi-

cized them as such, he said.
While some local Tea Parties have
endorsed a candidate such as the
Richmond Tea Party’s support for
Jamie Radtke, most groups do not
make ofﬁcial endorsements, said
Wood. The Tea Party is committed to
conservative principles which include
a limited federal government, lower
taxes, reduced government spending,
and strict adherence to the Constitution.
Tea Party members can be expected
to support and vote for candidates
who most fully exemplify these ideals,
Doleman said.

Transportation brigade prepares for severe weather
RICHMOND — Ready
for another season of extreme
winter weather? Last winter
Virginia had only ﬁve days
without snow somewhere in
the state. To that end the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has been
prepping for snow and ice
since summer to ensure that
state-maintained roads remain
passable.
“Severe
weather
has
become the new normal in
recent years, and we urge
residents and motorists to be
prepared for rapidly changing
weather conditions. Have a
plan. And most importantly,
be where you need to be
before the weather gets bad,”
said VDOT Commissioner
Greg Whirley.

Numbers
This year, VDOT has a
statewide snow removal
budget of $126 million, a
$20 million increase over last
year’s budget. The Commonwealth spent $207.9 million
on snow operations during the
winter of 2010-11, and $266.8
million during the winter of
2009-10.
The Fredericksburg District has 745 pieces of state
and hired equipment to clear
roads and a related budget
for snow and ice removal of
$6,638,000.
VDOT has a total of 6,729
state and hired pieces of
equipment. About 91,000 tons
of sand and 307,000 tons of
salt, 401,000 gallons of liquid
calcium chloride and 150,000
gallons of liquid magnesium
chloride are in stock and will
be replenished as they are
used.

Strategy
When snow or ice is forecast, crews pre-treat trouble
spots on interstates and other
high-volume roads with antiicing chemicals including salt
brine, magnesium-chloride
and calcium-chloride, said
Whitley. These chemicals
help prepare the pavement
and prevent a bond from
forming between the roadway
and snow and ice.
VDOT’s goal is to have
all roads passable within 48
hours after the storm ends, he
said. Crews begin by clearing
interstates, primary roads and
major secondary roads that
connect localities, ﬁre stations, employment hubs, military posts, schools, hospitals
and other important public
facilities.
Secondary roads and subdivision streets will be treated if
multi-day storms hit the Commonwealth, but crews will
focus efforts on those roads
that carry the most trafﬁc.
A statewide network of 77
weather sensors in roadways
and bridges, plus 16 mobile
video data platforms, allows
crews to quickly identify
when and where road surfaces
might be freezing.

Safety tips
s !VOID UNNECESSARY TRAVEL
If it is not a life safety issue,
stay off the roads.
s 4HE SAFEST PLACE DURING
a winter storm is indoors.
About 70% of deaths related
to ice and snow occur in automobiles.
s 3TAY AT THE OFlCE AN EXTRA
hour, or leave early, to avoid
travel during a winter storm.
s )F RESIDENTS STAY OFF THE

Election offices to
relocate by Jan. 2
LANCASTER—The Lancaster voter registration ofﬁce,
the electoral board ofﬁce and the central absentee voting
precinct are in the process of moving from 8694 Mary Ball
Road to the ﬁrst ﬂoor of the county administration building
at 8311 Mary Ball Road.
The new move will be completed by January 3, said voter
registrar Peggy Harding.
The relocation of the ofﬁce will provide more space,
enhanced accessibility for disabled and handicapped voters,
greater security and better parking, said Harding.
Registered voters can expect to receive a new voter card
with this information in the mail within the next few weeks,
she said.

roads during a storm, transportation workers and public
safety ofﬁcials are better able
to clear roadways and respond
to emergency needs quicker.
s (AVE AN EMERGENCY SUPPLY
kit in your ofﬁce and car.
s 0UBLIC SAFETY AND EMERgency management ofﬁcials,
along with National Weather
Service meteorologists, base
travel advisories and guidance
on weather forecasts. Heed
their advice.
s ,ISTEN TO LOCAL RADIO46
weather forecasts; monitor
social media.
s 3IGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS FROM
local government.
s 3IGN UP FOR WEATHER
alerts from NOAA/National
Weather Service, including
RSS feeds of forecast and
weather watches/warnings.
s 0URCHASE A ./!! WEATHER
radio for home and ofﬁce.
NOAA Weather Radio is the
prime alerting and critical
information delivery system
of the National Weather Service (NWS). NOAA Weather
Radio broadcasts warnings,
watches, forecasts, and other
hazard information 24 hours
a day.

Trapped
If trapped by a blizzard
while in the car, keep these
guidelines in mind:
s 0ULL OFF THE HIGHWAY 4URN
on hazard lights and hang a
distress ﬂag from the radio
antenna or window.
s "E VISIBLE TO RESCUERS
Turn on the dome light at night
when running engine. Tie a
colored cloth (preferably red)
to your antenna or door. Raise
the hood indicating trouble
after snow stops falling.
s 2EMAIN IN VEHICLE WHERE
rescuers are most likely to
look. Do not set out on foot
unless a building is visible and
within walking distance. Be
careful; distances are distorted
by blowing snow. A building
may seem close, but be too far
to walk to in deep snow.
s 2UN THE ENGINE AND HEATER
about 10 minutes each hour to
keep warm. When the engine
is running, open an upwind
window slightly for ventila-

tion. This will protect occupants from possible carbon
monoxide poisoning. Periodically clear snow from the
exhaust pipe.
s %XERCISE TO MAINTAIN BODY
heat, but avoid overexertion.
Vigorously move your arms,
legs, ﬁngers and toes to keep
blood circulating and to keep
warm.
s )N EXTREME COLD USE ROAD
maps, seat covers, and ﬂoor
mats for insulation. Huddle
with passengers and use your
coat for a blanket.
s 4AKE TURNS SLEEPING /NE
person should be awake at
all times to look for rescue
crews.
s $RINK mUIDS TO AVOID DEHYdration.
s "E CAREFUL NOT TO WASTE
battery power. Balance electrical energy needs—the use of
lights, heat and radio—with
supply.
s 4URN ON THE INSIDE LIGHT AT
night so work crews or rescuers can see you.
s )F STRANDED IN A REMOTE
area, stomp large block letters
in an open area spelling out
HELP or SOS and line with
rocks or tree limbs to attract
the attention of rescue personnel who may be surveying the
area by airplane.
s ,EAVE THE CAR AND PROCEED
on foot—if necessary— after
the blizzard passes.

Fabulous Finds for all ages & Gift Certificates

30% off
after Christmas Sale
Everything on Sale
50% off Christmas Decor
Mon. Dec 26 through Sat. Dec. 31
*some restrictions may apply*

Merry Christmas
Thank you for a great year!
Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
538 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone • 436-8505

WINE & CHEESE COMPANY
Wishes all a

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
Friday, December 23
Acoustical Sounds by
Ron Courtney & Dave Dunville

– RIVER ROCK –
Christmas Eve Dinner

Accepting reservations until 7:30 pm
Join Us!

Wine Specials & Gift Certificates
Available
527 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va

804-435-2000
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2 Locations to serve you
Your 2 Stop Shop
The management and staff would like to thank our loyal
customers for their support over the past year. Thanks to
your generosity we were able to support many local
organizations in our community.
From our family to yours we wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Thank you,
William A. Crowther, President
HOLIDAY HOURS
HOME CENTER

MAIN PLANT

15115 Northumberland Hwy.
Burgess, VA 22432
804-453-4911

1807 Brickyard Road
Burgess, VA 22432
804-453-4511

December 24 - Close 3 pm
December 26 - Closed
December 31 - Close 3 pm

December 24 & 26 - Closed
December 31 - Closed

