
6 56525 10491 6

Business ...............C7-8
Calendar .................. B2
Churches ..............B6-8
Classified .............D2-5

Directory ................D7
Notices ................D4-6
Obituaries ................B7
Opinion ................A6-8

Police ........................ A2
Schools ................ C5-6
Sports .................. C1-4
Upcoming ....................B1-5

Wednesday,  November 23, 2011  

   The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

Rappahannock Record
www.RRecord.com75¢   Volume 95 No. 8

LANCASTER—As the county 
approaches the expiration of its 
five-year comprehensive plan 
in 2012, planning commis-
sion members last week began 
the process of taking stock of 
accomplishments and reviewing 
the county’s vision for the next 
five years.

“Given the fact that the econ-
omy has been stagnant, at best, 
since adoption of the 2007 plan, 
staff feels that many of the issues 
raised during the last update 

are still applicable today and an 
exhaustive revision is not neces-
sary at this time,” said land use 
director Don Gill.

Since only minor revisions 
are expected this time, Gill sug-
gested proceeding without hiring 
an outside consulting firm as was 
done for the extensive reviews in 
2000 and 2006.

Chairman David Jones agreed; 
however, he welcomed the con-
tinued participation of commu-
nity organizations and the public 
when planning sessions are held 
to review and update each of the 

five chapters. Public input is cru-
cial to creating a well-planned 
community, he said.  

The comprehensive plan is a 
land-use guide which spells out 
the county’s vision for the future. 
The Code of Virginia mandates 
that local governments update 
their plans every five years. 

During the last update, the 
county spent approximately 
$90,000 on consultants, Gill said. 

Planners are expected to tackle 
chapter 1 in January. This chap-
ter covers the county’s history, 
recent developments and trends.  

In the following months, com-
mission members and land use 
staff will address chapter 2, suit-
ability of land for development; 
chapter 3, protection of potable 
water supply; chapter 4, shore-
line protection; chapter 5, access 
to state waters; chapter 6, public 
facilities, infrastructure and ser-
vices; and chapter 7, land use 
and the economy.

Gill expects the final recom-
mendations to go before public 
hearings and be incorporated 
into the plan before the end of 
2012.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion ended a busy year with rec-
ommendations on zoning ordi-
nance amendments and the defini-
tion of a tourist home.

In a motion made by Bill Kling 
and seconded by Chris Cralle, the 
commission decided to leave the 
definition of a tourist home as is.

At last month’s meeting, several 
citizens expressed their opposition 
to a proposed new definition of 
tourist home that would redefine it 
as “ an owner-occupied dwelling 
having rooms for lease on a tem-
porary basis and which might pro-
vide meals to its transient guests.” 
Most of the opposition was rooted 
in the proposed definition’s lack 
of a time frame and the impact it 
may have on various residential 
communities.

“Having reviewed all the mate-
rial we’ve received so far, I think 
we’re probably premature to 
amend one ordinance that defines 
an activity without putting in how 
it impacts up and down the chain,” 
said chairman George Kranda. 
He said the commission should 
include the bed and breakfast def-
inition in a more comprehensive 
review “so they all fit together.”

In another matter, following a 
motion by Kevin Elmore and sec-
onded by Kling, the commission 
decided to review proposed zoning 
ordinance amendments regarding 
15 additional regulations.

“The major portion that’s being 
changed is the lighting section,” 
said assistant county administra-
tor Luttrell Tadlock.

Among the proposed additions 
regarding lighting are:

parking areas shall be so arranged 
as to reflect lights away from 
adjoining premises.

located, fully shielded and 
arranged so as not to direct glare 
on adjoining streets or properties.

needed for security purposes shall 
be set on a timer system that shuts 
off all but security lighting by 11 
p.m.

-
ments are roadway and airport light-
ing, lighting activated by motion 
sensor devices, temporary circus, 
fair, carnival or civic uses, construc-
tion or emergency lighting, tempo-
rary lighting and lighting associated 
with agricultural pursuits.

Bill Pyska of Ophelia said he is 
concerned with lighting on houses 
and docks.

“We live in an area with a large 
amount of weekend people. Basi-
cally, they light up their whole yard, 
the creek, everything with big, huge 
lights and they’re gone for two, 
three weeks at a time,” said Pyska.

Kranda said the proposed defi-
nitions and amendments to the 
zoning ordinance would address 
these concerns. 

However, Charles Williams 
noted, “It’s understood that what-
ever we come up with regarding 
this lighting situation, whatever is 
there now has a right to stay there, 
taking over grandfather clauses.”

Tadlock reminded the commis-
sioners that these amendments 
are not yet ready to move on to 
the board of supervisors but are 
merely being added to the com-
mission’s review of the zoning 
ordinance.

The commission decided not 
to hold a meeting in December as 
there are no public hearings pend-
ing and the staff has been working 
on other things including implica-
tions of the proposed Bluff Point 
planned unit development.

The next meeting of the com-
mission will be on January 19.

The following churches 
notified the Rappahan-
nock Record of special 
Thanksgiving Eve ser-
vices on Wednesday, 
November 23:

Claybrook Baptist 
Church, Weems, 7 p.m.

Historic White Marsh 
Church, Brookvale, 7 p.m. 

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, Callao, 
7 p.m. 

What are you thankful
for this Thanksgiving?
We asked the county supervisors in Lancaster and Northumberland what they are 
thankful for this Thanksgiving. Here are their responses.

“I’m grateful for good friends, a 
good county to live in and for our 
free land.”

—Butch Jenkins, District 1

“I’m thankful to be able to serve 
and in a capacity to serve and that 
I’m in a position to help our youth. 
I’m thankful for the support I have 
in order to help them and for the 
support of parents, community 
and the school system. Thirdly, 
I’m thankful that I have a relation-
ship with my heavenly father, God 
Almighty. And I’m thankful that 
God has blessed me with a sup-
portive wife and two wonderful 
daughters.”

—Ernest Palin, District 2 

“Every day I am so grateful to 
have been born in America. I have 
been in 42 different countries and 
seen a lot of things—other govern-
ments and cultures—and nothing 
comes close to America.”

—Pete Geilich, District 3

“I’m grateful that we have so 
many people in the county who 
are concerned about the total 
community and are volunteering 
to improve the lives of others. I’m 
grateful that our political system 
works, no matter what your 
beliefs.”

—Jack Russell, District 4

“Until we hear from the state, 
I’m grateful the county is in good 
financial condition. I’m thank-
ful for wonderful family and that 
everyone is in good health.”

—Wally Beauchamp, District 5

“I wish everyone good health, a 
safe and Happy Thanksgiving.”

—Joe Self, District 1

“I am thankful for the wonderful 
citizens we have in the county who 
speak their minds for or against a 
given issue. This helps me to make 
decisions that will benefit the over-
all well-being of the county. I am 
thankful for the wonderful school 
board and county employees with 
whom we work, especially at 
budget time when we must deal 
with federal and state shortfalls. 
These folks always work hard with 
the board to meet these challenges. 
Happy Thanksgiving!”

—Richard Haynie, District 2

“I’m thankful for good health. 
I’m thankful that some of armed 
forces men are coming home and 
thankful for their protection. I’m 
thankful for a county who is will-
ing to work together on certain 
issues for the benefit of our chil-
dren. I am also thankful for my 
children and grandchildren.”

—James Long, District 3

“I am thankful for my family, 
immediate and extended, the 
county in which we live and 
those who gave us the freedom 
to agree and disagree, bought for 
us through their blood, lives and 
love of freedoms,  my friends and 
the gift of salvation given to us by 
God through his Son.”

—Tommy Tomlin, District 4

“I’m thankful for everything 
we’ve still got and are going to 
get. You better be thankful for 
everything right now and your sur-
roundings.”

—Ronnie Jett, District 5

Northumberland County

Lancaster County 

Bed of leaves
Fluffed up leaves and pine needles make a warm, comfy bed for 
Raven, a border collie mix. Many trees that lined area roads and 
colored lawns are bare this week after last Thursday’s windy, 
rainy weather stripped the limbs. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi   

Planning commission 
decides to leave tourist 
home definition intact

by Shannon Rice

Lancaster begins comprehenisve plan review
by Audrey Thomasson

Thanksgiving
Eve Services

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Order the Internet version of the Rappahannock Record and 
receive the entire newspaper page by page in PDF format every 
Wednesday. Visit RRecord.com, or call 435-1701, ext. 16.
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BETHEL-EMMANUEL
UNITED METHODIST MEN

Present the 17th Annual

ROCKFISH DERBY
Friday and Saturday

November 25 & 26, 2011

ENTRY FEE $25.00 per person
FISHING TIME 

Friday & Saturday 6:30 am till 4:00 pm
AWARDS CEREMONY

Saturday after rockfish weigh in
Refreshments served

Located at Greenvale Creek Marina
Mollusk, VA • greenvalecreekmarina.com

For more information call:
804-462-5790 or 804-462-0646

or visit beumm.org

Doug Wilt 
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Christopher W. Wright, 
20, of Level Green Road 
was charged November 16 
with breaking and entering 
(felony), entering property 
with the intent to damage, 
and petit larceny, all in con-
nection with a residential 
burglary on Coleman Lane.

Randy Lee Mauck, 46, 
of Roseneath Avenue was 
charged November 16 on 
Northumberland County 
warrants with obtaining 
money by false pretenses 
and grand larceny (both 
felonies), and possession 
of drug paraphernalia at the 
time of arrest.

Hope R. Lyon, 34, of 
Roseneath Avenue was 
charged November 16 on 
Northumberland County 
warrants with receiv-
ing stolen property and 
obtaining money by false 
pretenses (both felonies), 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia at the time of 
arrest.
Misdemeanors

An Eagle Trace man, 35, 
was charged November 14 
with nonpayment of court 
fi nes/costs.

A Kilmarnock area 
woman was charged 
November 14 with con-
tempt of court. 

A Kilmarnock area man, 
45, was charged November 
16 on Essex County war-
rants with contributing to 

and domestic assault and 
battery.

A Taylors Creek Road 
man, 20, was charged 
November 17 with domes-
tic destruction of property 
and contempt of court. 
The charges came follow-
ing a foot pursuit from 
Weems Road to Gaskins 
Road. Additional offi cers 
responded to the area, along 
with a police canine team. 
Citizens offered reports of 
the direction the suspect 
had taken. The man surren-
dered without further inci-
dent shortly after the canine 
arrived.

A Locust Hill woman, 
29, was charged November 
17 with contempt of court. 

A Weems Road man, 47, 
was charged November 18 
with brandishing a fi rearm.

A Wildfl ower Lane 
woman, 49, was charged 
November 18 with failure 
to appear in court.

A 24-year-old Little Bay 
Road man was charged 
November 18 with fail-
ure to complete substance 
abuse treatment as ordered. 
Activity report

November 14: Staff 
received a destruction of 
property report from Kelley 
Neck Road (shots fi red 
into vessel, $1,500 dam-
ages) and a missing child 

complaint from School 
Street (middle school stu-
dent located safely by 
parent within 10 minutes 
of report). Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance 
(adult males related) on 
Christ Church Road and to 
a prowler complaint on Gill 
Road (no suspect located). 

November 15:  Staff 
responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Weems 
Road (telephone line prob-
lem) and to a domestic dis-
turbance (adult siblings) on 

November 16:  Staff 
responded with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a 
single-vehicle traffi c crash 
in the 1300 block of Irving-
ton Road, to a suspicious 
person/vehicle complaint 
in the area of Waddeytown 
Road, to a domestic destruc-
tion of property complaint 
on Taylors Creek Road, 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a 
fi ght call on Town Centre 
Drive and with VSP to a 
single-vehicle traffi c crash 
on River Road between 
Litwalton and Chinns Mill. 
Staff  executed a search war-
rant on Roseneath Avenue 
in connection with a Nor-
thumberland County case, 
received a credit card fraud 
report from a White Stone 
area resident ($137 loss) 
and received a complaint 
of the unauthorized use of a 
vehicle from a River Road 
resident (vehicle recovered 
by owner who declined to 
prosecute). 

November 17:  Staff 
responded to an E911 dis-
connect call in the 11500 
block of Mary Ball Road 
(telephone line problem), 
responded to a suspicious 
persons complaint in the 
400 block of Johns Neck 
Road and received an E911 
disconnect call from Colin-
brook Way (child playing 
on the phone). 

November 18:  Staff 
received an assault by threat 
complaint from a James 
Wharf Road resident. 

November 19:  Staff 
responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Riverwood 
Drive (telephone line prob-
lem), to a larceny complaint 
on Campbell Road (civil 
matter, no criminal inci-
dent), to a suspicious vehi-
cle complaint on Clover 
Lane, to a suspicious vehi-
cles complaint at Morat-
tico Road and Church Lane 

(vehicle being offl oaded 
for delivery) and received 
a larceny report from Little 
Oyster Lane (20 ft. fl atbed 
utility trailer, black in color, 
and 20 pieces of 16 ft. 2 x6 
lumber; $5,300 loss). 

November 20: Staff 
responded to an unattended 
death on Windmill Point 
Road, to a disturbance call 
in the 10800 block of River 
Road (civil eviction), to an 
E911 disconnect call on 
Goodluck Road (no emer-
gency services needed), 
with KPD to a drunk/dis-
orderly conduct complaint 
in the 600 block of North 
Main Street and received a 
residential burglary report 
from Crystal Lane (cloth-
ing, recordings, Direct TV 
receiver, DVDs, pictures, 
carpet cleaner, dishes/
glasses, vacuum cleaner, 
Emerson, Phillips and GPX 
dvd players, surround sound 
entertainment center with 
speakers; $6,015 loss). 

The sheriff ’s staff also 
conducted 10 traffi c stops, 
issued seven summonses, 
assisted one motorist, 
reported seven deer strikes, 
handled six calls for traf-
fi c control, investigated 10 
building alarms, logged 
four inmate transports and 
fi elded one call for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a fi re alarm on 
Riverside Drive.

The Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffi c crash 
on River Road and a fi re 
alarm on the 400 block of 
South Main Street.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 15 
individuals.
Felonies

Hope Renne Lyon, 34, of 
Kilmarnock was charged 
November 16 with obtain-
ing money under false pre-
tense.

Randy Lee Mauck, 46, 
of Kilmarnock was charged 
November 16 with obtain-
ing money under false pre-
tense.

Amy M. Jones, 32, of 
Richmond was charged 
November 18 with writing 
two or more bad checks 
within 90 days with an 
aggregate amount of greater 

Callao area business.
Misdemeanors

A Warsaw man, 26, was 
charged November 14 
with assault and battery 
of a family or household 
member.

A Reedville woman, 26, 
was charged November 16 
with two counts of posses-
sion of a Schedule IV con-
trolled substance.

A Heathsville man, 50, 
was charged November 16 
with appearing intoxicated 
in public.

A Burgess man, 21, was 
charged November 16 with 
animal cruelty by depriv-
ing an animal of necessary 
food, drink, or shelter.

A Callao man, 23, was 
charged November 17 
with failure to appear in 
the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court and the 
General District Court.

A Callao man, 35, was 
charged November 19 with 
driving while intoxicated.

A Richmond man, 26, 
was charged November 20 
with driving while intoxi-
cated.

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information 
regarding the whereabouts 
of three individuals. 

Kyle George, 27, has an 
outstanding warrant for 
threats over the phone.

George is described as 
a white male with reddish 
brown hair and green eyes. 
He is  5 feet 8 inches tall 
and weighs 175 pounds. His 
address is Windmill Point 
Road, White Stone, but he 
is possibly staying  in the 
Middlesex area.

Oneil Montel Ball, 27, is 
wanted for failure to appear 
in court.

Ball is described as a 
black male with black hair 
and brown eyes. He is 5 feet 
11 inches tall and weighs 
195 pounds. His last known 
address was 300 East Church 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Brian Earl Bateman, 38, is 
wanted for failure to appear 
in court.

He is described as a white 
male with long red hair and 
eyes, with lots of facial hair. 
He is 5 feet 8 inches tall 
and weighs 165 pounds. He 
has no permanent address 
but was staying in the 
White Stone/Kilmarnock 
area.

Report information on 
the location of any of the 
these three men to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers at 
462-7463.

This line is not recorded 
and you do not have to give 
your name or appear in 
court. If your information is 
useful to Law Enforcement 
you could receive a reward 
up to $1,000.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME
SOLVERS

33rd Annual Kilmarnock 
Lighted Christmas Parade 

“Sights & Sounds 
of Christmas” 

Friday, December 9, 2011 
7:00 pm Parade 

Main Street to Irvington Road
5:30 pm to 6:45 pm

Pre-Parade Event 
“Visit with Santa” 

Kilmarnock Fire House, School Street 

Floats & Vendors Wanted!! 
Sign up your organization today! 

Contact Edie Jett 
804-435-6092 or info@lancasterva.com 
Deadline Wednesday, November 23 

Don’t forget...
If you haven’t finished your Holiday Shopping 

The 8th Annual  Live Radio Christmas Auction 

See next week’s paper for the list of gifts to be auctioned.

Brought to you by: 
Lancaster by the Bay Chamber and Dominion VA Power 

Rappahannock 
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804.435.1701
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editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

We buy
gold
silver

& coins

Free estimate,
instant payment

                   www.burkesjewelers.com

©
20

11

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock

804-435-1302 

804-435-1955

, 

Bay & River
Home Decor

Furniture
   & Gifts

804.436.1900   Fax: 804.436.1901
2 N. Main Street, P.O. Box 2255

Kilmarnock, VA 22482
E-mail: bayandriver@nnwifi.com

Terry Elbourn & Sandra Hudson
Tervis Tumblers, Yankee Candle, Willow Tree, Lolida

10% off everyday

Fabulous Finds for all ages & Gift Certificates
BOXth

e

Happy Thanksgiving
538 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone

436-8505

10% off Chesapeake Bay Candles, 
Naked Bee Products & Selected Scarves

Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 5 • Sunday Noon - 4
72 N. Main St., Kilmarnock ‘In the yellow house’

The Gift Gallery
Open Early Black Friday - 8 AM

10% off All Hand Painted Glassware
including Glass Ornaments

1644 Tappahannock Blvd. 
(beside Southern States)

gifts.tappytown@gmail.com

Please bring this coupon for

Small Business Saturday is November 26

Wild Turkey Sale
Now thru Sunday, Nov. 27

It’s in the Bag!  20% off
Each & Every Item 

You Can Fit into your
Wild Turkey Bag!

Tervis Tumblers, Crocs, Jim Shore
Willow Tree, Flags & More !

 
See our Magic Forest

Where Every Item is
Reduced to $1.00

Carrot Cottage
804-493-1320

Courthouse Square, Montross, VA

Jean’s Bargain
Center

“Why Buy New When Used Will Do”

Happy Thanksgiving
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat: 9-5

804-580-2850
Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

Longaberger
Christmas Open House 

Dec. 2, 3 & 4  10 am-8 pm
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem. 

Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery, 
Longaberger Purses, Accessories & Boyd’s Bears,  & More!

Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)
Free Shipping on orders

804-580-6978    Cell 804-761-6268

BURGESS HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

HOURS: TUES. thru SAT. 10-4:30 PM
Check us out on Facebook

Burgess, VA  (804) 453-5900 

CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE

Fri. & Sat. - Nov. 25 & 26  10-5
Just In Time For The Holidays

Big SALE! 10-40% off

PAMPERED CHEF
Christmas Open House

December 2, 3 & 4
734 Academic Lane, Heathsville

(in front of Northumberland Elementary) 
Everyone cooks! Pampered Chef 

makes cooking quick, easy and healthy!
Come see it all! 

Cash & Carry or Orders   Lots of Specials! 
Something for everyone on your list!
804-580-6978    Cell 804-761-6268

The Palace 
Ladies Boutique

Women’s Apparel, Handbags
Jewelry, Hats & Accessories

Bring This Ad in for an Additional 10% off

Lilian Lumber Home Center
20% off Easy Care Flat Interior Latex Paint

Now $18.39 a gallon
(good through 12/3/11)

3 pack roller covers $3.99
Cabot Stains 20% off

Free Computerized Paint Match
Cannot be combined with other coupons or discounts

Open 7:30-5:00 M/F, 8:00-3:00 Sat

Lady P’s Boutique
Ladies & Men’s Attire

Black Friday-15% off Storewide
Women’s Hats, Suits, Shoes,

Purses, Jewelry & More.
Gift Certificates Available

Across from Northumberland School Board
2217 Northumberland Hwy.

Lottsburg, VA                                 804-724-3989

The General Store
Antiques & Collectibles

OPEN HOUSE

Come By . . . See Our Holiday Decor
Join us for FOOD & Fun

BIG DISCOUNTS!
Antiques, Country Formal, Primitives
Orientals, Silver, Paintings & Jewelry

Something for Everyone . . .
684 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

804-453-3066

Boutique
Mention this ad and 

receive an additional 20% off . . . 

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIALS
702 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

4274 Richmond Road, Warsaw, VA
Times Square Shopping Center

804-333-4252

50% off select tools from:
Craftsman, Stanley, DeWalt, Skil, Dremel
Limited quantities - while supplies last!*

*See store for details
Open 7:30-5:00 M/F 7:30-4:00 Sat

3010 Northumberland Hwy
Lottsburg, VA  ~ allisonsacehardware.com

They won’t be home for Christmas, but two men from 
Lively now serving in the armed forces may have discov-

ered the next best thing.
Best friends since elementary school, Sgt. Matt Dennis 

and Petty Officer 2nd Class Ted Fox will spend the holidays 
together in Manama, Bahrain.

Dennis is attached to the Marine Corps Fleet Anti-terror-
ism Security Team, Central Command, (FASTCENT) aboard 
NSA Bahrain which plays a vital role in supporting both fleet 
and fighter in U.S. Naval Forces Central Command area of 
operation.

The FASTCENT provides security protection to U.S. Navy 
ships in ports throughout the CENTCOM area of operation 
and to U.S. embassies and consulates, said Rhonda Law-
rence.  Members of FASTCENT are on standby, ready to 
deploy at a moment’s notice should the need arise.

Fox is attached to the U.S. Coast Guard Patrol Forces 
Southwest Asia.  PATFORSWA is a U.S. Coast Guard com-
mand based in Manama. The command’s mission is to 
train, equip, deploy and support maritime forces conducting 
operations in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF).

In the Naval Forces Central Command’s area of respon-
sibility. Fox is assigned to the Middle East Training Team 
(METT) responsible for providing specialized law enforce-
ment training to all cutters in theater and certifying their 
Level II Non-Compliant Boarding Teams, said Lawrence.

Fox and Dennis grew up as best friends in Lively. Both 
graduated from Lancaster High School in 2003. They never 
could have imagined that their careers would bring them 
together 5,000 miles away from their hometown, they said.

Both say it’s not every day that best friends from a small 
town in Virginia get to serve together overseas, and will never 
forget the experience together, although they both say they 
can’t wait to get back home to their family and friends.

Dennis is the husband of Jessica Walker Dennis and the 
son of Heather and Ray Dennis.

Fox is the son of Rhonda and Jeff Lawrence, and the late 
Chuck Fox.

Hometown friends to spend 
holidays together miles away

From left are Sgt. Matt Dennis and Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Ted Fox

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors will consider 
a proposed ordinance on 
conservation easements at 7 
p.m. Monday, November 28, 
in the county administration 
building board room.

The proposed ordinance 
would allow the county to 
co-hold conservation ease-
ments with qualified non-
public bodies. Introduced by 
the Northe srn Neck Plan-
ning District Commission, 
such conservation easements 
would be a way to preserve 
open space and farmland in 
perpetuity in exchange for 
giving landowners reduced 
property tax incentives.

A public hearing on the 
ordinance was held last 
month, but supervisors post-
poned a vote to gather more 
information.

The Agenda
Local Government News

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com
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CHESAPEAKE BANK

Doesn’t it seem a bit odd that banks charge you service fees for, well,  
banking with them? Many banks have made it their mission to nickel and  

dime their customers to kingdom come. But not Chesapeake Bank.  
 

chesbank.com to let us introduce you to our Totally-Free Checking and  
No Fee Debit Card. Because we think once you see how much you could  

save by switching to Chesapeake Bank, you’ll be smiling too.

800-434-1181  

Service 
with a smile.

Not a fee.
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Customer Appreciation
22nd Anniversary

SALE

Stylish Eyes Nov. 26th 
through
Dec. 3rd

KILMARNOCK—The 
Town of Kilmarnock Holi-
day Lighting Contest will 
return this year.

The contest will be open to 
all residents and commercial 
businesses within the  town. 

“The town is happy to 
sponsor this program again 
this year. With the help of the 
Kilmarnock Garden Club, 
the winners will be chosen 
on the best use of lighting, 
creativity of the lights and 
originality of the display,” 

On November 10, some 
95 Northern Neck Marines 
and their guests gathered at 
the Indian Creek Country 
Club to celebrate the 236th 
birthday of the United States 
Marine Corps.

Among those attending the 
event were the oldest present, 
retired Col. Charles Baker, 
91, a veteran of the World 
War II battle at Guadalcanal, 
and the youngest, Lance Cor-
poral Leo Barber, 19, who 
completed boot camp in April  
at MCRD Parris Island, S.C.

The program included the 
recognition of 19 veterans of 
the Vietnam War as well as the 
recognition of the two young-
est Marines in attendance, 
Barber and Cpl. Alex Hand, 
who recently returned from 
a tour of duty in Afghanistan 
with the 2nd Marine Regi-
ment. Both Barber and Hand 

are graduates of Lancaster 
High School.

The guest speaker for the 
evening was USMC Gunnery 
Sgt. Jason Carson, who is on 
active duty at Parris Island. 
Gunny Carson gave a stir-
ring speech that recounted his 
tours of duty as a drill instruc-
tor at MCRD San Diego, NAS 
Pensacola and Parris Island. 
Also, refl ecting on his two 

that the country is being well 
served by the young men and 
women serving today. Gunny 
Carson noted how the lessons 
learned in Vietnam were very 
much in play for the training 
of the young Marines serving 
in the Middle East.

The program concluded 
with the presentation of the 
birthday cake provided by 
Mrs. Donald Shanklin, grand-
mother of Cpl. Hand.

Lance Corporal Leo Barber (left) and Corporal Alex 
Hand  were among the youngest Marines at the local 
celebration.   

From left, retired USMC Brig. Gen. Wes Edwards 
presents a piece of birthday cake to retired USMC Col. 
Charles Baker.

Northern Neck Marines join in 236th birthday celebration

Planning is already under 
way for the celebration of 
the Corps’ 237th birthday in 
November 2012. Contact Don 
Smith at 435-0693 or don-
smith@va.metrocast.net. 

Kilmarnock to hold holiday lighting contest
said Susan Cockrell, assis-
tant town manager/commu-
nity development. “We are 
excited about another year 
of wonderful decorating 
through lights throughout 
Kilmarnock.“

How to Participate:

business by December 7 at 
the Town offi ce. Registration 
forms are at kilmarnockva.
com/community news and 

the town hall. There is no fee 
to participate and registering 
ensures the judges are taken 
to the participating sites.

be visible from public roads. 
Judging by the club will be 
held December 11.

First-, second- and third-
place winners will receive 
a “bragging rights” sign for 
their yard and an award cer-
tifi cate. 

RICHMOND—The Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) has recently 
approved federal disaster 
assistance to help eight local 
governments and the state 
recover from the remnants of 
Tropical Storm Lee, which 
caused heavy rain and fl ood-
ing in Virginia September 8-9.

“This federal disaster 
assistance will help many of 
our localities recover the sig-
nifi cant costs associated with 
response and recovery efforts,” 
said Gov. Bob McDonnell.

through the federal Public 
Assistance program to help 
Caroline, Essex, Fairfax, King 
and Queen, King George, 
Prince William and Westmo-
reland counties and the city 
of Alexandria recover costs 
associated with response 
and recovery efforts, such 
as damage to critical infra-
structure, debris removal and 
related emergency services.

If suffi cient damage infor-
mation is collected, other 
localities could be added to 
the declaration, said Gov. 
McDonnell.

FEMA also approved the 
Hazard Mitigation program 
for use statewide. The Hazard 
Mitigation program provides 
funds for projects sponsored 
by state and local governments 
that help reduce disaster risks 
by protecting homes and busi-
nesses against future damage.

FEMA approves 
assistance to 
help cover 
storm damage

The Rappahannock Record 
will continue a long-

standing holiday tradition by 
publishing letters to Santa in 
the December 22 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record 
offi ce by Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14, in order to appear in 
the special section. If letters 
are written as a class project, 
teachers are urged to submit 
them by Friday, December 9.

Letters should be writ-
ten with a dark pencil or ink 
and include the child’s name, 
age and hometown. Parents, 
teachers and others are asked 
to make certain the letters are 
legible. Please include the 
teacher’s fi rst and last names 
with class submissions.

The Rappahannock Record 
mailing address is P.O. Box 
400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482. 
Letters also may be faxed to 
435-2632, emailed to mail@
rrecord.com, or dropped 
through the front door slot at 
27 North Main Street in Kil-
marnock.

The December 22 issue 
also will include holiday 
greetings from area merchants 
and others. The deadline for 
these advertising messages is 
December 15.

Santa letters
are due by
December 14
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Todd Lyddane never owned property 
in the Northern Neck, but perhaps no 

one ever enjoyed coming here more than 
did he. He died last Friday in Washington, 
almost eight months into his 101st year. 
He was born in Georgetown, where his 
father operated Lyddane’s Market, and he 
graduated from Western High School and 
the University of Maryland. His parents 
intended for him to be called Thomas, but 
a younger sister called him “Toddy” and 
that or “Todd” was his call name all his 
life.

During the Second World War he 
served with distinction as a Lieuten-
ant Commander in the U.S. Navy in the 
Pacific Theater. After the War he worked 
in various positions, and spent most of 
his career as a Deputy Clerk at the U. S. 
Supreme Court, where he was in charge 
of logging in all of the new cases to be 
heard by the justices. He was a master of 
detail in that area, making certain that the 
cases were entered correctly. 

He retired in 1972, and continued to live 
with his two sisters in the family home his 
parents had bought in 1929. None of them 
married. His retirement, indeed his life, 
was filled with sports. To make a pun, he 
was a true authority on all matters in that 
arena. He followed all teams, knew who 
the major players and coaches were, what 

their strengths and weaknesses were, and 
how they would do in any given match-
up.  

The Redskins and the Georgetown 
Hoyas were his favorites. This fall at 
100 years old he could speak decisively 
about what to expect from the team. He 
never missed a game on television, and 
in his earlier days he thrived on being in 
the stands to root the team on to victory. 
His post-game analyses were right to the 
point. In our household each fall Sunday 
evening, the B.E.s looked to him for the 
play-by-play wrap-up during our weekly 
telephone chat.

Living in Georgetown, Todd escaped the 
pressures of the megalopolis and avoided 
the unpleasant elements of urban and 
suburban life. He could walk to church, 
to the grocery store, and to the George-

town home games. He lived a small-town 
life in the middle of the capital of the 
United States. The traffic congestion that 
plagues many metropolitan residents did 
not affect him.

Unlike his sisters, he was not a long-
distance traveler. When he first retired he 
went to Europe, but thereafter his extra-
Georgetown world consisted of going to 
see cousins in the Cacoctin Mountains 
of Maryland or coming to the Northern 
Neck. His only long trips were to New 
Jersey to see his married sister.

As to the Northern Neck, he liked the 
routine of driving down through Southern 
Maryland along U.S. 301, crossing the 
Potomac on the Nice Bridge, and mean-
dering through the back roads, with a stop 
for lunch either at Cobbs Island in Mary-
land or at Colonial Beach. He vividly 
remembered in his youth taking steam-
boat excursions down the Potomac to the 
latter.  

In the lower Northern Neck, he also 
had a routine for his visits. He did not 
want to return without having had a crab 
cake dinner at Lee’s Restaurant, and at 
least one meal in the tavern at Lancaster 
Courthouse when Ann Parsons Carter 
operated it with her wonderful variet-
ies of family-style cuisine. He became 
friends with everyone he met, and some 

probably thought he was a resident rather 
than a visitor. I should not call him a tour-
ist as he did not go sightseeing, and was 
not concerned with popular attractions or 
fads.

Ten years ago, at 90, Todd left the old 
family home and moved into a retirement 
residence in Georgetown where he quickly 
made new friends. He continually feared 
falling and, ironically, it was a fall in early 
September in which he broke his pelvic 
bone that led to his passing. He remained 
clear and lucid until the end, and true to 
his nature, expressed his appreciation for 
every kindness that was shown him.  

His last trip to the Northern Neck had 
been in 1997 to attend a friend’s funeral, 
but in the years that followed he wanted to 
hear about the people and places he had 
come to know on his many visits across 
the years. Our area was part of his world, 
and he paid it full attention, for years read-
ing the Rappahannock Record, which he 
looked forward to receiving in the mail.

Over much of the last century that he 
lived, his passages through and interest 
in the Northern Neck were constants. His 
time on this planet was long, and he used 
every day of it to his own betterment and 
that of everyone he met.

Eugene Thomas “Todd” Lyddane, 
March 21, 1911–November 18, 2011.  

He could walk to church, to 
the grocery store, and to the 
Georgetown home games. 
He lived a small-town life 
in the middle of the capital 
of the United States.

Focal Point

A foggy morning under the Great Wicomico River bridge.

Photo by Lynn M. Lennon

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

It’s time to really fix housing
Recently, I attended a community meet-

ing hosted by faith leaders in Northern 
Virginia’s Prince William County that 
brought together more than 1,000 anxious 
homeowners and several leading mortgage 
lenders. 

Many communities across Virginia have 
experienced significant challenges as a 
result of the housing crisis. But Prince 
William County has led Virginia in fore-
closures—16,000, by some estimates—and 
some individual neighborhoods have seen 
home values fall by nearly 50%.  

When the housing market began its 
downward spiral three years ago, Washing-
ton responded by stabilizing the financial 
sector, but we did not 
take significant action 
on housing even though 
at least $50 billion in 
Troubled Asset Relief 
Program (TARP) funds 
was designated for that 
purpose. 

Many people thought 
the problems with hous-
ing would simply work 
their way through the 
system over time, but 
that still has not happened.    

Across the political and economic spec-
trum, there now is a growing recognition 
that we must do more to fix housing if 
we hope to see a genuine recovery in the 
broader economy.

I believe we must take more aggressive 
steps to assist millions of homeowners 
trapped in mortgages worth more than 
their homes. At the same time, we must act 
to reduce and better manage the stock of 
vacant houses in places such as Prince Wil-
liam County. 

The White House recently announced 
the expansion of the Home Affordable 
Refinance Program (HARP) to help more 
borrowers refinance into today’s lower 4% 
interest rate mortgages.  

This is an important improvement and 
by some estimates, the expanded program 
will reach some two million additional 
households, potentially saving each of 
them hundreds of dollars each month.  

But this does not go nearly far enough.  
Given the number of underwater mort-
gages and estimates of foreclosures yet to 
occur, we should set a more ambitious goal 
of helping at least 10 million homeowners 
stabilize their living situations and reduce 

their monthly housing expenses.  
First, we should look for ways to expand 

the scope of the recent HARP changes by 
waiving fees and requiring more aggres-
sive outreach to homeowners who might be 
eligible. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac own 
some 30 million mortgages, and far more 
than just two million currently are under-
water. If taxpayers already are on the hook 
for these Fannie and Freddie mortgages, 
taxpayers also would reap the benefit of 
every foreclosure we manage to prevent. 

Second, we must find a way to better 
manage the homes that are already owned 
by the banks, Fannie and Freddie, as well 
as those homes that they will come to 
own through foreclosure over the coming 

months.  
Rather than turn-

ing people out of their 
homes, why can’t we find 
a way to turn imminent 
foreclosures into long-
term rentals? This could 
reduce the homeowner’s 
current monthly obliga-
tion and provide some 
community stability. It 
also would help shore-up 
housing prices by reduc-

ing the number of homes being placed on 
the market at fire-sale prices.

Finally, I have heard heart-wrenching 
accounts from homeowners about preda-
tory lending practices. There have been 
instances of record-keeping errors by some 
lenders that resulted in families losing 
their homes. Other families were forced 
into homelessness during the robo-signing 
scandal.  

It is important that we see a settlement 
soon in the long-running U.S. Justice 
Department investigation into mortgage 
servicing and foreclosure practices. This 
could provide some near-term relief to 
those families that were wronged, protect 
those who are still in their homes, and pro-
vide more certainty to investors who are 
waiting to re-enter the market.

These ideas raise some complicated 
logistical and political challenges, but I 
would argue it is worth our time, effort and 
trouble to sort through them. Because three 
years into the crisis, it is now clear that 
time alone has not healed the housing mar-
ket—and families waiting for economic 
recovery deserve more than half-measures 
which simply nibble around the edges of 
the problem. 

U.S. Senate Report
by Sen. Mark R. Warner

Many people thought the 
problems with housing 
would simply work their 
way through the system 
over time, but that still 
has not happened.   

YOUR LETTERS

The Northumberland board 
of supervisors is considering 
a special exception to allow a 
massive development on Bluff 
Point. Most of the develop-
ment, if approved, would be 
on land previously zoned con-
servation.

Did they mean it when they 
decided this land should be 
zoned conservation?

Many of us thought they did. 
We made lifestyle, financial 
decisions and commitments 
based upon what they said. 
Now the board members may 
change their minds and allow 
outside financial interests to 
alter a way of life forever.

Will the board of supervi-
sors stick to their previous 
decision, or will they say “just 
kidding”?

If we can’t depend on our 
board members to say what 
they mean and mean what 
they say, we’re all in trouble. 
I hope they will deny the spe-
cial exception. If they allow 
this development on land they 
previously zoned conserva-
tion, how can we trust them 
in the future to say what they 
mean?

A government that makes 
arbitrary decisions is a scary 
thing.

I hope the board will seri-
ously consider these few 
points from The Albemarle 
Land Use Law Handbook:

“The most central feature 
that needs protection is the 
natural beauty and setting of a 
place. Once lost, it can seldom 
be restored.

“Too many communities 
delude themselves into think-
ing that it doesn’t really matter 
whether a project is good or 
bad...so long as it produces 
jobs and tax collection oppor-
tunities.

“Tourism simply doesn’t go 
to a city that has lot its soul.

“The best places to live, 
work and visit are those places 
that are willing to uphold 
their standards in the face of 
pressure to allow the lowest 
common denominator devel-
opment.”

Please, say what  you mean 
and mean what you say.

Harold G. Burnley Jr.,
Bluff Point

Do they mean 
what they say?

As I looked through the 
local newspaper this week, I 
noticed an article that to me 
was not news. Since when 
does the paper write articles 
on personal real estate being 
sold at foreclosure?

If this is a common prac-
tice to let everyone in the 
area know of someone else’s 
hardship, then shame on us. 

Maybe, what was consid-
ered news was the part of a 
local business closing, I’m 
not really sure. Does it still 
make it okay to announce 
that one of our local business 
owners is out of business due 
to financial hardship? 

It is unfortunate that we 
have lost another business in 
Kilmarnock and one of our 
local residents has lost their 
farm property. 

Gossip or news?

If you lost your personal 
and commercial real estate, 
would you want an article 
with a picture?

Tara Donahue,
Kilmarnock

The holidays are approach-
ing quickly and I’d like to ask 
for your support.  

I would like us to give the 
gift of genuine concern for 
our neighborhood businesses, 
artisans, museums and com-
munity library.

There are lots of gifts that 
are made by local hands. At 
Heathsville’s Golden Vil-
lage Christmas, Saturday, 
December 3, at Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern you can 
purchase gifts made by local 
people – your neighbors…..
fireplace tools, wood-turned 
bowls, spoons, homespun 
towels, jewelry, pepper jelly, 
artwork and furniture.

If that type of gift is not 
quite what you want, I urge 
you to support local busi-
nesses that are needed all the 
time; give the gift of a haircut 
from your local barber or hair 
salon, an oil change, a gift cer-
tificate to a local restaurant or 
veterinarian.

Remember, this is about 
supporting your home town 
Americans and local museums 
that could use the business and 
patronage.

Christmas can be a real 
local celebration and our com-
munity will be stronger for it. 

See you at Golden Village 
Christmas in Heathsville and 
Christmas on Cockrell’s Creek 
in Reedville.
Ellen Hollows, director of oper-
ations, Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 

Tavern, Heathsville

Give local

My wife and I  grew up 
in Lancaster  County  and 
graduated from Lancaster 
High School when LHS was 
in Kilmarnock.

We have shopped in and 
driven through Kilmarnock 
for as long as I can remem-
ber. That will soon stop if 
Kilmarnock stops my truss 
trucks from passing through 
Kilmarnock.

We send our trucks 
through Kilmarnock sev-
eral times a week and if we 
are forced to drive that poor 
excuse for a bypass, then we 
will do our shopping only 
where our trucks can travel. 

We will only shop from 
Walmart to Walgreens 
and will go to Gloucester, 
Warsaw or Tappahannock 
for any other needed shop-
ping.

I read a letter in the Rappa-
hannock Record where 
someone wanted to keep the 
trucks out of Kilmarnock 
to enhance the ambience of 
Kilmarnock.  When we went 
to LHS, the only ambience 
in Kilmarnock was Brent’s 
pool hall and Schools’ Esso.

Now if  Kilmarnock is too 
good for my truss  trucks,  
then I guess that Kilmarnock 
is too good for my business.     

Bruce Pflugradt,  
Truss Systems Inc., Lancaster

Bypassing
Kilmarnock

So it’s Thanksgiving Day. 
The parades are over. The 
Turkey Trot racers have run 
their course. It’s too early for 
football.

The big meal is not quite 
ready to put on the table and 
the troops are getting restless.

It’s time for some turkey 
trivia.

Turkeys are a type of 
pheasant. They are the only 
breed of poultry native to the 
Western Hemisphere.

Wild turkeys are able to fly 
for short distances at speeds 
up to 55 mph. They also can 
run 20 miles per hour.

 However, domesticated 
turkeys raised on farms for 
food are bred to be fat and 
meaty, which prevents their 
ability to get airborne.

Turkeys spend the night in 
trees. They prefer oaks.

Benjamin Franklin  argued 
on behalf of the turkey as the 
national symbol of America. 
However, the bald eagle won 
out.

The ballroom dance known 
as the Turkey Trot —not 
to be confused with the 
annual races on the streets of 
Irvington which attract the 
most graceful athletes in the 
world—was named for the 
short, jerky steps a turkey 
makes.

Turkey feathers were 
used by native Americans to 
stabilize arrows and adorn 
ceremonial dress. The spurs 
on the legs of wild toms were 
used as projectiles on arrow-
heads.

Turkey skins are tanned 
and used to make boots and 
belts.

The skin that hangs from 
a turkey’s neck is known as a 
wattle. The fleshy growth on 
the base of the beak is known 
as the snood.

Tom turkeys have beards—
black, hair-like feathers on 
their breast.

A “turkey shoot” is  a 
shooting contest where frozen 
turkeys are awarded as prizes. 
The shoot is most commonly 
held using shotguns aimed at 
paper targets about 25 to 35 
yards away. 

Original turkey shoots, 
however, were contests in 
which live turkeys were tied 
down in a pen and shot from 
25 to 35 yards. If the turkey 
died, the shooter received it as 
a prize.

Although several old tur-
keys still race classic sailboats 
in the annual Turkey Shoot 
Regatta, it actually got its 
name because it originally 
was held the two days follow-
ing Thanksgiving.

Turkeys can drown if they 
look up when it is raining.

I can make turkey disap-
pear using only two slices of 
white bread, a slab of butter, 
a little salt and pepper and a 
side of sauerkraut.

Bag it, put my name on the 
bag and drop it in the mail 
slot at 27 North Main Street 
in Kilmarnock.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery 

WE BUY SILVER!! 
& take quality consignments! 

144 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA  

www.virginia-antiques.com 
or Facebook for a tour of our gallery 

804-435-1207 

My sincere thanks to those who 
voted for me on Nov. 8th.

I will continue to do what is best 
for the children in our schools.

Happy Thanksgiving

Ella L. Davis
School Board Member

District 2

Thank you for electing me to the 
Northumberland County School Board.

Authorized by Betty B. Christopher

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude to a person or organization that has been helpful this year. Here are their letters: 

A time to say Thanks

Ms. Doris Buffett, a Fred-
ericksburg resident and 
founder of the Sunshine 
Lady Foundation, called the 
Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck last Decem-
ber and said she planned to 
visit the club that afternoon.

After spending a couple 
of hours talking with the 
children, staff and board 
members and seeing the 
club programs in action, she 
was so impressed with the 
difference we were making 
in the lives of Northern 
Neck youth that she wanted 
to make an investment. She 
also wanted to be convinced 
that the community cared 
as much as she did. So she 
challenged the commu-
nity. She would contribute 
$400,000 to the club if we 
raised an equal amount in 
six months.  

Many thanks to the gener-
ous and caring citizens of the 
Northern Neck who helped 
the Boys & Girls Club reach 
and exceed our goal. Over 
the last six months, we were 
challenged to step up and 
support children and youth 
who really need our help. In 
fact, we raised $508,000.

We gratefully thank you 
for your support. Investing 
in our children and youth is 
investing in the future of the 
Northern Neck. We work 
each and every day to make 
a difference in lives of our 
children and youth.

The board of the 
Boys & Girls Club of the 

Northern Neck, Kilmarnock.
Ed Fuehrer, president

Tommy Hemans, 
fi rst vice president

Donna Anderson, 
second vice president
Kathryn Kahler Vose, 

secretary
Julien Patterson, treasurer

June Daffeh
Craig Kelly

Wayne Nunnally
John K. O’Shaughnessy

Rebecca Smiley
George Van Sant

Jeffrey M. Wainscott

Thanks for 
giving to the 
Boys & Girls
Club challenge 

Tomorrow, Thanksgiv-
ing Day 2011, marks the 
12th running of the Town 
of Irvington’s Turkey Trot.  
Thank you to the Irvington 
Town Council, Irvington 
Village Improvement Asso-
ciation and the sponsors and 
volunteers that make the run 
possible.

And thank you for the 
‘pet food’ donations which 
many participants bring to 
the race.

Finally, an extra thanks 
this year to Michelle Lyba-
rger, race director, who 
is ‘keeping the run run-
ning,’ although she is on 
crutches  recovering from 
ankle surgery.    

Lee Hood  Capps,  
Kilmarnock

Thanks for
the Turkey Trot

I would like to thank 
everyone who helped with 
getting me elected to the 
Northumberland County 
School Board.

In particular, I would like 
to acknowledge my deep 
appreciation for everybody 
who signed and circulated 
petitions on my behalf; who 
wrote letters to the editor on 
my behalf; and who offered 
support and encouragement 
over the past few months.

I would also like to express 
my gratitude to the Rappah-
annock Record for the news 
release in August announc-
ing my candidacy as well as 
for its publication of each 
candidate’s responses to key 
questions.

Finally, I would like to 
say “thank you” to all of the 
voters from District 4 who 
participated in the Novem-
ber 8 election.

Betty Christopher,
Wicomico Church

Thanks for 
the support

Those of us who call Lan-
caster our home have much 
to be thankful for. Not all 
things are perfect, but many 
people and activities make it 
far better than other areas.

The students at LMS who 
presented the Veterans Day 

Thanks for
fi ne people

event demonstrated their 
fi ne skills and the excellent 
work that their educators 
exerted in preparing them.

We have multiple cultural 
organizations that add fi ne 
value to the area’s life. For 
example: Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts 
brings many fi ne acts to us; 
Northern Neck Ochrestra 
displayed great skill in their 
recent performance as did 
the Baytones.

We are blessed with many 
fi ne organizations who 
are either all volunteer or 
largely supported by volun-
teers. They provide our com-
munity with many things 
that we otherwise could not 
afford.

In short, it is the fi ne 
people of Lancaster that 
make this a great place to 
live.

Charlie Costello,
Merry Point

To those of you who 
chose to listen to the few 
bad reports of Lee Scripture 
Jr., let me introduce you to 
the real man.

My father has had the 
honor of watching his fi ve 
children and oldest grand-
son graduate from Nor-
thumberland High School. 
He also has had the privi-
lege of handing each of us 
our diploma. In addition to 
being on the school board 
for 24 years, Dad is also a 
full-time Baptist minister 
and postmaster.

Dad was one of the driv-
ing forces behind the build-
ing of our new schools. 
To some, that may have 
seemed like an unnecessary 
extravagance—believe me, 
they were needed. During 
the research and planning 
phase, Dad fl ew, although he 
despises fl ying, with Clint 
Stables to Tennessee to see 
other schools designed by 
the architect. He did this to 
ensure we were getting the 
best plan possible.

He has regularly attended 
the state school board con-
ferences to learn what 
we can do to improve our 
school system. Dad also 
was in attendance to support 
our teachers who presented 
the Northumberland County 
Reading Program at the 
national conference. This 
wasn’t a requirement of his 
position, he did it because 
he cares and is proud of our 
school system.

There are few students 
who do not recognize 
Dad when he walks into 
the schools. He has never 
missed an NHS football 
game and has been a regular 
fi xture at sporting events, 
drama productions, band 
concerts, awards ceremo-
nies and Reading Day. Dad 
has been, and even now will 
continue to be, involved in 
the lives of the children in 
Northumberland County.

I thank everyone who sup-
ported Dad over the years. 
Our children have lost a 
valued advocate.

I also welcome Betty 
Christopher to our school 
board and wish her all the 
best as she strives to con-
tinue to achieve the excel-
lence our school system 
deserves. 

Janet Scripture Harrison,
Kilmarnock

Thanks Dad, for
caring and serving

Thank you for voting Nov. 
8.  This action is one of the 
most important that citizens 
of the great Republic can 
take to ensure freedom and 
the direction the country 
takes in the future.

Also, to those of you that 
voted for me, a very special 
thank you for your support 
and confi dence in me to give 
me another four-year term 
representing Northumber-
land County on the Northern 
Neck Soil and Water Con-
servation District board.

To those of you who did 
not vote and did not have 
a valid reason, i.e., unex-
pected medical emergency, 
unforeseen family emer-
gency, etc., shame on you 
for not voting. Please make 
sure you are still registered 
to vote in the next election, 
and exercise that right. It is 
important to the freedom of 
the Republic.

Finally, to Kathy and 

Thanks for voting 

Marsha in the Northumber-
land County Offi ce of the 
General Registrar, Electoral 
Board, election workers/
offi cers, and poll work-
ers for the various cam-
paigns—thank you. These 
are the people that make it 
all come together and work 
so the rest of us can vote in 
a smooth and orderly fash-
ion. I know because I have 
been there and done that. 
It is hard work for little or 
no pay except the thank you 
some provide. A big thanks 
to all of you for taking on 
these tasks.

Again, thank you to those 
of you that voted for me in 
this election.

John A. Kelley,
Northumberland County

America has long been 
called a melting pot, and today, 
locally, that’s an appropriate 
term for the Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic, where 
those of all income levels and 
walks of life lift each other 
up. 

During this time of Thanks-
giving, a uniquely national 
celebration, I thank you, the 
community—patients, donors, 
volunteers—for joining in that 
mix and helping save lives.

Our patients are those who 
cannot afford health insur-
ance, an especially acute 
problem today, and who turn 
to the clinic as their medical 
home. They know they are 
being helped. They donate 
what money they can. They 
volunteer.

Those who provide the 
help—the volunteers—fre-
quently note how much they 
learn from the clinic’s patients, 
and how grateful they are to 
be in a position to assist.

The clinic—an indepen-
dent non-profi t that raises 
its own funds for all of its 
operations—has helped more 
than 10,000 individuals and 
provided $50 million worth 
of services since its founding 
in 1993, thanks to the com-
munity.

It provided more than $7.5 
million worth of care during 
the last fi scal year alone, 
thanks to the community.

It turned every $1 donated 
to the cause into $6.34 worth 
of services—our best rate of 
return ever—thanks to the 
community.

So thank you, community, 
for your generous spirit. What 
a blessing it is to be a part of 
the mix.

Jean Nelson,
executive director,

Kilmarnock

Thanks to the
community

During the recent elec-
tions, I was on a journey to 
be your Commonwealth’s 
Attorney.  Now, I am on a 
journey to thank all citi-
zens and candidates that so 
quickly cleaned our land-
scape from the political 
signs and yard debris that 
were so overbearing during 
the fi nal days of the cam-
paign.

May the restored cleani-
ness of our community 
be a true refl ection of the 
order and cleaniness of our 
judicial system, courts  and 
local governments.  

Thank each of you for 
your individual choice of 
civic engagement.

R. Wayne Nunnally,
Irvington

On a journey
of thanks

Every year since 2002, A 
Place in the Sun has scraped 
by. But we wouldn’t con-
tinue to scrape without the 
help of the Animal Welfare 
League.

We also have to acknowl-
edge the generosity of an 
anonymous but amazingly 
consistent donor, whom we 
wish to thank as publicly as 
possible.

We have to turn down too 
many cats, but those we’ve 
been able to accept in one 
of our four fostering homes 
are being fed because of the 
generosity of this donor.

You know who you are.
Virginia ORoak,

A Place in the Sun,
Wicomico Church

Thanks to 
generosity of local 
organization and
anonymous friend

Allow me to take this 
opportunity to say thanks 
to those who voted for me 
in the last Northumberland 
School Board election. 
Thank you for your support 
and your prayers during my 
time on the board.

Let me congratulate Mrs. 
Betty Christopher on her 
successful campaign, con-
ducted like the true lady she 
has always shown herself to 
be. I ask that you now sup-
port Mrs. Christopher as 
you have me.

I have always supported 
public education in Nor-

Thanks for 
the votes

Thank you, Rappahan-
nock Record,  for your excel-
lent coverage of the local 
candidates in the November 
election. Few people tend 
to vote in these elections in 
part because the positions 
held by these candidates are 
largely unknown. Thanks 
to your excellent, unbiased 
coverage, we were able to 
look at each candidate with-
out having to rely on their 
paid advertising.

Jim and Bev Thompson,
Burgess

Thanks for 
the coverage

In 150 words or less, 
this is my one true oppor-
tunity to thank many of 
those who have helped the 
Historyland Community 
Workshop volunteer group 
over the years. 

We would not have done 
it without your support 

Thanks for 
local support

Thank you to Fran and 
volunteers at Northumber-
land Animal Shelter and 
Animal Welfare League and 
volunteers for helping us 
live by fi nding us homes, 
food, medical attention and 
having us spayed and neu-
tered.

 Ally, Bess, Fiona, Kate and 
Junior McPherson, Reedville

Thanks for
helping animals

of our annual Greens and 
Gifts Sale.

Robert, Sara, and Wayne; 
Tawny and Steve; and Shir-
ley and Don, helped adver-
tise the sale. Anna, Fran-
cine, Lee and Stewart were 
always there to help us. 
William, Chris and local 
merchants still continue to 
support our raffle, despite 
a difficult economy.

At great risk of commit-
ting an omission, I must 
laud several of our mem-
bers for superb leadership. 
Cheryl, Kathy, and Greta 
have turned modified 
chaos into a semblance of 
calm. (We miss you, Rosa-
lie.)

Thank you to our loyal 
members. You recognize 
that through the benefits 
of our annual sale we are 
contributing in a small way 
to enriching the lives of 
some of the young people 
in the area.

Finally thank you, our 
customers, our spouses and 
significant others. Without 
you we could not succeed.

Luci York,
Historyland Community 

Workshop, Kilmarnock

thumberland County and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
and will continue to do so.

Lee G. Scripture Jr.,
Remo

Do you remember?
This photograph of Kilmarnock shows the residence at 90 North Main Street. The house 
was built about 1920 for the William Ward family. Their granddaughter, Betty Ward 
Crandall, and their grandson, H. “Hap” Jones, were born there. Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn noted the dirt road appeared well packed in this photo. 
The house, now unoccupied, looks very much as it did when fi rst built, said Ashburn. 
The road has since been paved and repaved many times. “Do you remember?” is a 
community service of the Kilmarnock Museum. Photo courtesy of “Hap” Jones

The Virginia Senate 
Republican Caucus, which 
claims it will serve as the 
majority caucus in the 
Senate of Virginia when 
the General Assembly con-
venes on January 11, 2012, 
recently announced mem-
bers of its leadership.

Sen. Thomas K. Norment 
Jr. of James City County will 
lead the Caucus as Senate 
Majority Leader.  Sen. Ryan 
T. McDougle of Hanover 
will serve as Republican 
Caucus chairman.  Sen. Ste-
phen D. Newman of Bed-
ford County will serve as 
vice chairman.

Senators Jeffrey L. McWa-
ters of Virginia Beach, Wil-
liam M. Stanley Jr. of Frank-
lin County, and Jill Holtzman 
Vogel of Fauquier will serve 
as Senate Majority Whips. 
The Caucus leadership was 
unanimously elected.

“The people of Virginia 
voted to have Republicans 
lead the Senate of Virginia, 
and we are honored to have 
the opportunity to lead the 
Senate,” said Sen. Norment. 

“I am honored to have been 
elected by my colleagues 
to serve as chairman to the 
new Republican majority,” 
said Sen. McDougle. “We 
are united in our mission to 
bring conservative reforms 
to the Commonwealth, pro-
viding solutions that will 
invigorate our economy and 
create jobs.  Working with 
Gov. McDonnell, Lt. Gov. 
Bolling and Speaker Howell, 
our Caucus is ready to get to 
work on behalf of the people 
of Virginia.”

Meanwhile, The Virginia 
Senate Democratic Caucus 
announced its unanimous 
opposition to the Senate 
Republican attempt to claim 
a majority although Virgin-
ians elected 20 Democratic 
senators and 20 Republican 
senators on November 8.

Sen. Dick Saslaw was 
unanimously re-elected 
Majority Leader by his 
fellow Democratic senators.

 “Virginians elected 20 

McDougle tapped for leadership post 
as power struggle heats up in Senate

Senators of each party and 
it’s only right the power in the 
Senate is divided equally,” 
said Sen. Saslaw. “The 
Republicans are wrong to 
try and grab power when 
half the state voted for Dem-
ocrats. It’s a question of fair-
ness. The Republicans are 
trying to overrule the will 
of the people and claim a 
majority they did not earn.”

 “The Constitution of Vir-
ginia is very clear, the orga-
nization of the Senate is the 
prerogative of the elected 
members of the Senate 
and Lt. Gov. Bolling is not 
a member of the Senate,” 
said newly elected Demo-
cratic Caucus chairman Sen. 
Donald McEachin of Hen-
rico.

“In 1996, the last time 

the Senate was dead-locked 
at 20-20 the precedent for 
power-sharing was set.  We 
see no reason why it should 
be different now,” said Sen. 
McEachin.  “As George 
Allen, who was Governor 
of Virginia at that time said 
of the power sharing pact, 
‘This is refl ective of the bal-
ance and equity that should 
be accorded the election 
results.’” 

The Democratic Caucus 
also elected Sen. Linda 
“Toddy” Puller of Fairfax as 
vice chairman, Sen. Henry 
L. Marsh III of Richmond 
as treasurer, Sen. Yvonne B. 
Miller of Norfolk as secre-
tary and Sen. John Edwards 
of Roanoke and Sen. Janet 
Howell of Fairfax as Senate 
Majority Whips.
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(Reprinted from the December 1, 1911, issue of the Vir-
ginia Citizen)

The Story Of Isabelle Lee
(Written for the Virginia Citizen by Fred C. Smith)

When the days are heavy with care and grief,
And the clouds are leaden and hanging low,
When the air is chill and we seek relief,
In homely comfort and firelight’s glow,
There you will find, as the long nights grow
And a mist comes up from the moaning sea,
A sound twixt the harp, and the drawing bow,
The placid features of Isabelle Lee.
There is many a smiling face that peeps
Thro’ the jasmine vine o’er the casement green,
And many a roguish eye that keeps
Its glance of youth through the flowers unseen,
But the face not there is old and lean,
Her garments are black, of a rusty hue,
But the cuffs are starched and the collar is clean,
And she’s first from the house in the morning dew.
Whatever the tasks of the day, or night,
When the sun shines hot, when the wind blows cold,
The touch of her hand makes the labor light.
Tho’ the touch is the help of one grown old,
There is nothing that seems of dank or mould;
But with fingers deft, and an eye to see,
The heart to help, and the help not doled,
Is the quiet work of Isabelle Lee.
When the hand of pain wrings her neighbor’s brow,

When the widow mourns, when the young wife sings,
There is a place in her heart for the then, and the now;
Where the hearth is dark and the cradle swings,
Isabelle Lee her bearing brings.
And the young are hers, and the old, as well,
She over them all, her mantle flings,
As a light that creeps in a prison cell.
Do you know her then, this Isabelle Lee?
In July’s heats. In December’s snows.
Can you see this figure that I now see,
As over the frosty hills she goes?
Slim and staid, like an old primrose
In a garden newly planted with seed,
With a beauty that never fades, but grows,
The helping hand in the time of need.
Isabelle Lee has many names,
She’s Betsy here, and she’s Sarah there,
And the mind concedes her never the flames
Of youthful love, in her life so bare,
Never a rift in her lot of care.
Did the prince pass by with never a look?
Shall we raise the certain, or try to tear
The sacred page from her holy book?
 

ENVOI
Exit-Obit-Eighty-one,
Oh daughter of mine, well done! well done!
Arise, arise, oh Isabelle Lee!
And sit on the right, near Christ, with me.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary 

Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

150 Years Ago:
November 1861, 
Army of Northern 
Virginia Battle Flag

The first national flag of 
the Confederacy, known as 
the “Stars and Bars,” was so 
similar in appearance to the 
U.S. “Stars and Stripes” that 
troops on both sides had dif-
ficulty distinguishing them 
at the Battle of First Manas-
sas in July 1861.

To prevent recurrence of 
this confusion, Gen. Beau-
regard proposed to the Con-
federate House Military 
Committee in September to 
change the national flag to 
a distinctive design based 
on a diagonal St. Andrew’s 
cross.  This idea was 
rejected by the Confederate 
government. Beauregard 
then suggested having two 
flags, one a national peace 
or parade flag, and the other 
a war flag to be used only 
on the battlefield. 

By November, the War 
Department approved a 

U.S. National Flag “Stars 
and Stripes” 

First Confederate National 
Flag “Stars and Bars”

Second Confederate 
National Flag (1863)

Third Confederate 
National Flag (1865)

Confederate Battle Flag 
of the Army of Northern 
Virginia (1861-1865)

Civil War Sesquicentennial

battle flag for the forces 
under Beauregard’s com-
mand.  The Battle Flag of 
the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia was square-shaped 
with a red background and 
a diagonal blue cross with 
white stars. The first battle 
flags had only 12 stars. Ver-
sions with a 13th star in the 
middle followed within a 
few months.  Eleven stars 
stood for the eleven official 
Confederate states.

According to many 
researchers, the 12th star 

represented the disputed 
status of Missouri and the 
13th was added upon the 
contested secession of Ken-
tucky.  Local history writer 
Ed Trexler suggests, how-
ever, the 12th star stood 
for Maryland, which had 
been prevented from seced-
ing when Lincoln jailed its 
General Assembly, while 
the 13th star collectively 
represented the Confeder-
ate factions in Kentucky, 
Missouri, and the Arizona 
territory. 

On November 28, 1861, 
Beauregard, accompanied 
by Generals Johnston, 
Smith, Van Dorn and Long-
street, presented silk copies 
of the 12-star battle flags to 
his regiments in a ceremony 
in Centerville.  Beauregard 
made a brief address to each 
colonel, who in turn pre-
sented a flag to each unit’s 
color guard.  Afterwards, 
the flags were carried in a 
review before the assembled 
generals. 

This “Southern Cross” 
pattern became a popular 
symbol of the Confederacy 
and was a basis for many 
other battle flags used by 
various Confederate mili-
tary divisions. However, 
Beauregard’s battle flag 
never became an official 
national flag of the Con-
federacy. The pattern was 
incorporated, though, in 
the second national flag 
that replaced the Stars and 
Bars in 1863 and the third 
national flag adopted in 
1865. The 1863 Confeder-
ate flag used the battle flag 
design in the upper right 
corner of an all-white field. 
The 1865 flag added a verti-
cal red bar on the left edge, 
but very few of these flags 
saw service during the war 
since Gen. Lee surrendered 
just a few weeks later.   

This article is provided by 
the Lancaster County Civil 
War Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee and Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum & Library. 

In response  to  a recent letter, we agree that political 
signs should be removed quickly.

Commonwealth’s Attorney-elect Robert Cunningham’s 
signs (and there were many) were all removed by Robert 
and his volunteers within two days after the election.

Congratulations, Robert.
 Hugh and Barbara Lovell,

Irvington

Political signs

YOUR LETTERS

DO HOLIDAY TREATS CALL 
YOUR NAME UNTIL THEY 

CONSUME YOU?
Come find out how to beat the 

food issue forever. The overeater’s 
anonymous program works 

and it is free of charge.
Come and join us each Tuesday, 7:15 pm, 

at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
435 East Church Street, Kilmarnock

Keep the light on
Virginians strongly support the principle of the public’s right 

to know
Virginians believe it is important to place public notices in 

newspapers.
Virginians would read public notices less frequently and with 

less trust if these appeared only on government websites.
These are the key results of a recent survey, examining the 

views of 500 adult Virginians about the principle of the public’s 
right to know and the placement of public notices, conducted by 
DecideSmart for the Virginia Press Association (VPA).

The VPA, an advocate for the public’s right to know, commis-
sioned the survey as an independent method of gauging Virgin-
ians’ support of the public’s right to know and their thoughts on 
the placement of public notices, which for more than 200 years 
have been published in newspapers.

A public notice is a formal announcement or warning that 
is legally required to be published as an advertisement in a 
paid-circulation newspaper. It helps citizens learn about plans 
and actions that will impact them and their community. Public 
notices may be published for a variety of reasons, including busi-
ness and licensing matters, public meetings, zoning, requests 
for proposals, local government matters and elections.

By publishing notices in newspapers, government serves 
the public’s right to know and maintains its own transparency. 
Newspapers are a reliable, accessible form of circulating public 
notices to the public and provide an archival record of govern-
ment actions.

Since early September, the VPA has been conducting a cam-
paign, “Keep the Light on Public Notices,” to increase Virgin-
ians’ awareness of public notices in newspapers.

Elected officials, however, have proposed taking public 
notices out of independent newspapers and posting them only 
on government websites, giving government control over what 
the public is allowed to know. Instead of reading notices in news-
papers that are delivered on a regular schedule, citizens would 
have to search for notices on websites, a practice that would 
be even more difficult for those who lack computer access. 
The principles of the public’s right to know and of government 
accountability to its citizens would be threatened.

Among results:

of the public’s right to know what their government is doing and 
planning is either very important (79%) or somewhat important 
(18%).

(2%) or not important or not important at all (1%) to them.

of public notices/legal advertisements in newspapers is an 
important function of government agencies.

Del. Riley E. Ingram (R-Hopewell), chairman of the House 
Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns, said, “The survey 
results strongly confirm my experience that Virginians expect 
the activities of government to be conducted openly, fairly and 
transparently.  Virginians clearly have a deep commitment to 
the fundamental principles of democratic governance.  News-
papers, both daily and weekly, continue to have a prominent 
role in the maintenance of these principles throughout Virginia’s 
communities.”

Virginians would read public notices less frequently if these 
were placed only on government websites.

much less often (36%) or less often (27%) if these were placed 
only on government websites.

notices much more often (4%) or more often (12%) if these 
were placed only on government websites.

to read a public notice.
Removing public notices and legal advertisements from 

newspapers would reduce citizens’ public access to the work-
ings of their government and would penalize small business 
owners across Virginia who depend upon community newspa-
pers for fair access to contracting opportunities.

Virginians have more trust in public notices placed in news-
papers than on government websites.

The survey asked respondents to rate the level of trust and 
credibility they had in public notices that appeared on govern-
ment websites and those that appeared in newspapers.

-
pers one of the two highest ratings on the trust and credibility 
scale compared to 31% of respondents who gave public notices 
printed on government websites  one of the two highest ratings 
on the same scale.

These results show that Virginians continue to understand 
that the newspapers serving their communities perform a very 
important role in providing independent verification and estab-
lishing a permanent record of the information that government 
provides citizens.

For additional information about the survey, please contact 
VPA Executive Director Ginger Stanley at gingers@vpa.net 
or 804-521-7575, or Bob Holsworth, Ph.D., of DecideSmart, 
bholsworth@decidesmart.com or 804-665-1180.   

Methodology Statement: The results of the poll are based on 
landline telephone and cell phone interviews conducted Octo-
ber 27- November 1, 2011, of adult Virginians 18 years of age 
and over. Live interviewing and sampling was conducted by the 
Interviewing Service of America. The final number of com-
pleted surveys in the sample was 501 with a resulting margin 
of error of +/- 4.4%. The margin of error for the sub groups 
of registered and nonregistered voters is larger due to smaller 
sample sizes. In addition to sampling error, the other potential 
sources of error include non-response, question wording, and 
interviewer error. Percentages may not equal 100 due to round-
ing. The poll was designed utilizing questions that had previ-
ously appeared on other state-based surveys and analyzed by 
Bob Holsworth, Ph.D., of DecideSmart.  
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