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As part of an international tree-planting 
campaign, the Lancaster County Lions 

Club donated an 8-foot willow oak to the 
Kilmarnock dog park on the Town Centre 
tract. 

The Lions Club purchased the tree from 
Booth’s Landscaping in Kilmarnock, then 
donated it to the town. A tree planting cer-
emony with Lions Club members and town 
representatives was held last Thurday.

“Trees make our community a nicer and 

better place to live,” said Lancaster County 
Lions president Jim Schmidt. “The Lions 
Club is proud to support our international 
president’s goal. We hope this tree will con-
tribute to the growth of our community and 
serve as a reminder that the Lions are avail-
able to serve the community of Kilmarnock.” 

Lions Club International president Wing-
Kun Tam has a goal to plant one million trees 
worldwide this year, according to Schmidt. 

“He believes trees provide more than shade 
and beauty,” said Schmidt. “They enhance 
people’s well-being.”

From left are Becky Nunn, Julie Dudley, Pam Kidwell, Mike Goodman, Jeff Schmidt, Jim Schmidt, 
Val Robinson, Joanne Pheris, George Crenshaw and Sharon Booth. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Dog park gets a new tree from Lions
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

WHITE STONE—The White 
Stone Town Council has again 
delayed taking action on the fiscal 
year 2012 budget deficit.

During its meeting in Septem-
ber, the council tentatively agreed 
the best course of action would be 
to pay off the existing mortgage on 
the town hall. Once the mortgage 
was paid, the council would discuss 
enacting a cigarette tax to generate 
revenue necessary to rebuild the 
reserve fund by the amount of the 
mortgage payoff. Once the reserve 
is renewed, the council would repeal 
the cigarette tax.

“I think we’ve found a solution,” 
said Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard at 
last Thursday’s council meeting. He 
added, however, “I’d like to have our 
finance committee meet one more 
time before bringing a full-blown 
proposal back to council so we can 
make sure we’ve got all of our fig-
ures down pat.”

Town attorney Matson Terry 
noted that another postponement is 
the prerogative of the council.

Councilman Randy Reeves 
attempted to calm the rumor mill by 
insisting that Police Chief Bill Webb 
will not be laid off. Reeves said the 
budget has already been taken care 
of for this year and the council is just 
planning for the future.

Addressing the number of people 
who attended the meeting expect-
ing discussion of the budget deficit, 

councilman Joe Sliakis said, “We’re 
sorry y’all came tonight, but it really 
wasn’t set up as a public hearing.”

A public hearing will be set before 
any tax decisions are made.

Other topics discussed at the 
council meeting included the imple-
mentation of a Neighborhood Watch 
program in the Shady Lane area. 
Alice Toleman has been asked to 
spearhead the initiative.

Reeves noted there has been a 
water system problem in White 
Stone. He speculated the problem is 
a result of a fire department exercise 
held two weeks ago in which 3,500 
gallons of water were pumped out of 
the system.

“We went from 60 to 10 pounds of 
pressure. It took two and half hours 
to build it back up and we still have 
air in the system that’s blowing out 
of it now,” said Reeves.

Sliakis said the problem needs to 
be handled now in case of any emer-
gencies.

White Stone still 
studying revenue
gap; layoffs unlikely

by Shannon Rice “I’d like to have our 
finance committee meet 
one more time before 
bringing a full-blown pro-
posal back to council so we 
can make sure we’ve got all 

of our figures down pat.”

—Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard
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LANCASTER—In a three-way race 
for Commonwealth’s Attorney, Robert 
Cunningham on Tuesday snatched vic-
tory away from seven-term incumbent 
C. Jeffers Schmidt Jr. and veteran Nor-
folk attorney R. Wayne Nunnally. 

In unofficial results, Cunningham, 52, 
captured 1,891 votes (41%) to Schmidt’s 
1,736 votes (38%) and Nunnally’s 966 
votes (21%). Cunningham, who ran as 
the Republican Party candidate, beat his 
opponents by a strong margin in District 
3 and also won in District 2 over the two 
independent contenders. 

There was another upset in the Dis-
trict 3 race for supervisor. Political new-
comer Jason Bellows toppled two-term 

incumbent P.N. “Pete” Geilich with 
704 votes (67%) to Geilich’s 341 votes 
(33%). 

Sheriff Ronald D. Crockett held on to 
his office with a sound win over chal-
lenger Melvin L. Howard, Jr., garner-
ing 2,817 votes (61%) to his opponent’s 
1,833 votes (39%).

In the race for county Treasurer, 
incumbent Bonnie J. D. Haynie ran away 
with 3,723 votes (82%) to banker David 
Lee Cook’s 788 votes (17%).

Incumbent Ella L. Davis hung on to 
her seat on the school board in District 
2 with 410 votes (54%) over challenger 
Kelly Brent Kellum with 343 votes 
(45%). 

Lancaster Registrar Peggy Harding 
said voting went smoothly across the 

county despite just a few glitches with 
some voters affected by changes in 
polling locations because of redistrict-
ing. Harding was surprised at the vote 
counts. “It’s been a great turnout,” she 
said.

Uncontested races
Commissioner of Revenue George E. 

“Sonny” Thomas was uncontested in his 
bid for re-election, taking 4,121 votes.

Erasmus D. Booker Jr. f inished with 
3,509 votes for one of two seats on the 
Northern Neck Soil and Water Conser-
vation District. A final tally was not 
immediately available for write-in can-
didate Wallace Carter, who was seeking 
the second seat. 

Uncontested candidates for supervi-

sor included Ernest W. Palin Jr. who 
was re-elected in District 2 with 580 
votes. There were 64 write-in votes in 
that race. 

In District 4, incumbent supervi-
sor Jack S. Russell f inished with 578 
votes.

Incumbent school board candidate 
Donald McCann was re-elected in 
District 3 with 893 votes and Patrick 
McCranie will return to the school 
board representing District 4 with 553 
votes. Robert Smart, who was appointed 
to the school board in District 1, won his 
uncontested bid for the f inal two years 
of a four-year term with 819 votes. 

There were no races for supervisor 
in Districts 1 and 5 or school board in 
District 5.

HEATHSVILLE—Among Northumberland County’s 
contested races in Tuesday’s election, only one incumbent sur-
vived.

According to unofficial results, Charles A. Wilkins will 
remain sheriff of Northumberland County, taking 2,583 
votes (59%). Wilkins’ opponent, Gregory W. “Greg” Keyser, 
received 1,773 votes (41%).

Incumbents in the remaining contested races did not fare 
as well. 

For the District 4 school board seat, challenger Betty B. 
Christopher dominated with 647 votes (67%) compared to 
incumbent Lee G. Scripture’s 323 votes (33%).

Incumbent Susan D. Smith lost the District 1 school board 
race with 195 votes (27%) compared to opponent Susan Cralle 

Commonwealth’s attorney, supervisor unseated in Lancaster
by Audrey Thomasson

Incumbents don’t fare so 
well in Northumberland

by Shannon Rice

VOTING, continued on page A2
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RICHMOND—While folks might think 
the most dangerous animal in the U.S. is a 
bear or mountain lion, statistics from the 
Insurance Information Institute indicate the 
deadliest animal roaming the country is the 
white-tailed deer.

Deer cause traffic accidents that result 
in tens of thousands of injuries, about 150 
deaths and $4.6 billion in insurance claims 
annually. Most deer-related collisions occur 
in October, November and December, with 
the most incidents in November.

Virginia is among the top 10 states where 
a collision with a deer is likely. In 2010, Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co. 
handled 3,070 claims related to collisions 
with deer, out of 107,238 auto policies. The 
claims led to $6.46 million in losses with 
an average loss of $2,107 per claim.

In the coming weeks motorists should drive 
slower and be more aware of their surround-
ings. Deer are most likely to be seen at dusk 
and dawn near tree-lined roadways or areas 
that transition from open fields to forest or 
water. Drivers should remember that deer are 
wild animals and often exhibit unpredictable 

behaviors when on or near roadways.
“Deer are not always going to look before 

they cross the road or wait until when they 
feel it is the safest time,” said Virginia Farm 
Bureau safety manager Jimmy Maass. “If 
you see one run across the road in front of 
you, slow down because it’s very likely that 
there is another one behind it.”

When driving after dark, use high-beam 
headlights, when appropriate, to increase 
the range of vision. If a deer is on or near 
the road, slow down immediately.

“Don’t swerve if a deer is in the road, 
brake firmly but keep the vehicle headed 
in a straight line. Swerving can confuse the 
animal and prevent it from picking a direc-
tion to flee, and, worse yet, the driver could 
lose control and crash,” said Maass.

“If you do hit a deer or other animal in 
the road, make sure everyone in your vehi-
cle is OK and not injured, and then call 911 
and report the incident,” he said. “Keep a 
safe distance from the animal, especially if 
it has been injured,” added Maass. “Injured 
animals may hurt you while trying to pro-
tect themselves or get away.”

These white-tailed deer call Weems home. Don’t be fooled by their timid demeanor, 
they’ve been known to demolish automobiles. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Most dangerous animal? 
It’s the white-tailed deer

Saunders’ 518 votes (73%). 
Taking the two seats in the 

Northern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District are John 
A. Kelley with 1,756 votes 
(35%) and Robert G. Valand-
ingham with 1,676 votes 
(33%). Kirk Swann Valanding-
ham was only 42 votes behind 
Vanlandingham with 1,634 
votes (32%). 

Jane Blackwell Wrightson 
won another term as Com-
monwealth’s Attorney with 
3,537 votes.

Northumberland’s incum-
bents on the board of supervi-
sors had no opposition. In Dis-
trict 1, Republican A. Joseph 
“Joe” Self Sr. won with 646 
votes. In District 4, Republican 
Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin 
won with 848 votes and in Dis-
trict 5, Independent candidate 
Ronald L. “Ronnie” Jett won 
with 807 votes.

Richard P. Saxer was unop-
posed in the District 5 school 
board race, taking 808 votes.

Todd E. Thomas claimed 
3,832 votes in the uncontested 
Commissioner of Revenue 
race and Ellen Booker received 
3,881 votes to be re-elected 
Treasurer. 

In the District 99 Delegate 
race, Northumberland resi-
dents heavily favored Republi-
can Margaret Bevans Ransone 
by 71% (3,042 votes) over 
Democrat Nicholas C. “Nick” 
Smith’s 29% (1,215 votes).

Unopposed Republican 
sta Sen. Ryan T. McDougle 
received 2,739 votes.

No elections were held for 
school board and board of 
supervisors in Districts 2 or 3. 

A total of 4,267 Northum-
berland voters turned out at the 
polls Tuesday and there were an 
additional 168 absentee voters.

RICHMOND—Republi-
can Margaret Bevans Ran-
sone was the easy winner 
over Democrat Nicholas C. 
“Nick” Smith in the race for 
delegate in House District 
99.

Ransone had 14,544 votes 
(69%) over Smith’s 6,363 
votes (30%) district wide.

Ransone, of Kinsale, took 
all six counties in District 
99. In Lancaster, she finished 
with 2,981 votes (66%) to 
Smith’s 1,545 votes (34%). 

Polls see steady voter traffic
A steady stream of voters turned out at the White 
Stone firehouse (above) and other polling sites 
in Lancaster County on  Tuesday.  Some 4,547 
voters participated in the District 99 election in 
Lancaster County. That represents 52% of those 
registered. According to officials at the Voter 
Registrar’s office, there were sporadic reports of 
voter confusion when some voters showed up to 
cast ballots and discovered their polling place had 
changed because of redistricting.  Photo by Audrey 
Thomasson 

Voting
continued from page A1

Ransone is elected
to House of Delegates

by Audrey Thomasson In Northumberland, Ran-
sone garnered 3,042 votes 
(71%) to Smith’s 1,215 
votes (29%). Smith is also 
from Westmoreland County.

Sen. Ryan T. McDougle, 
40, was unopposed in his 
re-election bid to return to 
the General Assembly rep-
resenting Senate District 
4. McDougle, a Repub-
lican, took 37,182 votes 
(98%) across the district’s 
10 counties. Lancaster cast 
3,436 votes (98%) while 
Northumberland cast 2,739 
(98%) for McDougle. 

A native of Hanover 
County,  McDougle won his 
seat in a special election in 
2006 and a second term in 
2008.

Republican majority
As a result of voting 

statewide, the Republican 
majority in the House of 
Delegates numbers at least 
65 members.

In the Senate, Repub-
licans gained two seats, 
bringing the GOP total to 20 
members, with Republican 
Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling hold-
ing the tie-breaking vote.

A number of years ago I 
came across a book called 
Manifold Destiny.  Now 
this isn’t a profound Jung 
or Marx work, but a book 
about cooking food on one’s 
car engine.

It’s hilarious, as I’ll point 
out in a moment. Anyway, 
wherever I found it, it cost 
me $7. Somewhere in my 
second “downsizing,” I 
thought I’d lost custody of it, 
so went looking on Amazon 
for a replacement copy—
and found one. Apparently 
it has a good following 
because now it became a 
$29 treasure. Plus shipping.

I ordered it. It came in, 
I autographed the inside 
cover in case it got lost, then 
looked for a logical place 
to put it. A-HA!.....right 
next to the one I thought I’d 
lost. So this time the Motor 
Nurse was assigned the duty 
of putting them where she 
could find them, and when 
I asked, she brought. Nice 
how plans come together.

Anyway, a few quotes 
from the book: this recipe 
is for “Any City Chicken 

Wings.”  “This recipe is 
based on the premise that 
since you can call something 
anything you want, you can 
also put anything you want 
into it.”

“We found that boned 
chicken thighs, for exam-
ple, cook just as nicely on 
the exhaust manifold of 
an Olds Cutlass as on the 
fuel-injector housing of an 
old Dodge 600. The only 
difference is that you have 
to drive the Dodge twice 
as far. Cook from Buffalo 
(N.Y.) to Ashtabula, Ohio, 
if you know where either 
city is. Total cooking time 
will be about 2 ½ hours. If 
they aren’t done at Ashta-
bula, continue on to Cleve-
land, another hour down 
I-90.”

Imagine a whole book 
full of these fantasies: East 
German Car Cooking. Driv-
ing time-Forever; Pickup 
Ham Steak; Fupped Duck 
Catera; Upper-Class Road-
kill (Connecticut residents 
only). 

It isn’t fair that my imagi-
nation started making a hard 

turn to the left (no politi-
cal implications—yet) and 
started trying to apply this 
concept to boating………

-
plant on the Half Shell 
(don’t even ask what goes 
in it unless you have a 
strong stomach)  “Add 
remaining ingredients to 
mashed mixture, return 
mixture to shells and place 
in baking dish. Bake 1 
hour in 350-degree oven or 
until a silver knife inserted 
comes out clean.”  In our 
area of the country, that 
would be a full-throttle run 
from Smith Point Light to 
Norfolk, with the mixture 
wedged next to the catalytic 
converter. Try not to stab 
the exhaust boot with the 
knife.

Fudge: “24 ounces white 
confectioners coating; 
14-ounce can Eagle Brand 
Milk; ¾ cup chopped nuts; 
½ cup chopped mara-
schino cherries; 1 teaspoon 
almond extract.  Mix all of it 
together, cool two hours next 
to the reverse-cycle air con-

ditioner, store in captain’s 
fridge.” This doesn’t even 
involve leaving the dock, 
or the cocktail party, from 
whence came the cherries.

Rum Sauce: mix a lot of 
stuff that makes the cake 
part with two bottles of rum.  
Requires 2-stroke outboard 
with bent prop, running at 
half-throttle in FWD for 30 
minutes.

Looking at this I realize 
that the vertical increase in 
technology has made most 
recipes unattainable in their 
completion due to covered 
engine components, inacces-
sible engines, and generally, 
nothing that runs as warm as 
a 440 Chrysler, unless it’s an 
early cross-flow OMC with 
stuck thermostats. Technol-
ogy. Quoting Pogo, “We 
have met the enemy, and it 
is us.”

Grid Michal operates 
The Motor Doctor, a mobile 
service and repair business. 
He has worked on marine 
engines for over 50 years. 
For more information, call 
436-2601.

A Boat That Works
by Grid Michal

The 116th Holly Ball 
will be held from 7 p.m. to 
midnight December 28 at 
the Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club near Kilmar-
nock.

An article was submitted 
for the November 3 paper 
with the wrong date.

The annual Holy Ball, 
sponsored by The Tidewa-
ter Foundation, is held each 
year on December 28, unless 
that date falls on a Sunday.

Correction
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery 

WE BUY SILVER!! 
& take quality consignments! 

144 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA  

www.virginia-antiques.com 
or Facebook for a tour of our gallery 

804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

We buy
gold
silver

& coins

Free estimate,
instant payment

                   www.burkesjewelers.com

©
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~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock

804-435-1302 

EUROPEAN
RIVER CRUISE SPECIAL

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Get ready for a special vacation in Europe! 
Join us on a leisurely 13-day river cruise from 

Vienna to Amsterdam Sept. 18-30, 2012
Prices for cruise start at less than

$5,000 per person with a 
$500 early booking discount. 

Don’t wait--call us now for more information.
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your computer! Get it Wednesdays!

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against 10 individuals.
Felonies

Brian C. Luckham, 23, 
of Highwater Lane was 
charged November 2 with 
breaking and entering 
into an equipment storage 
locker on Old St. Johns 
Road and grand larceny of 
tools and equipment (both 
felonies). He also was 
charged November 3 on a 
Northumberland County 
charge of (felony) breaking 
and entering.

Lorraine E. Olmstead, 21, 
of Richmond was charged 
with (felony) failure to 
appear on a felony charge 
(arraignment for unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle).

Michael A. Harlow, 
44, of Goodluck Road 
was charged November 6 
with felonious assault in a 
domestic violence case.

 Vaughn O. Coleman, 22, 
of Dunnville, was charged 
November 7 with burglary 
of a Hatton Avenue resi-
dence and grand larceny 
of property from the home 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
(both felonies).

Jeremy D. Waddy, 23, and 
Joseph D. Harcum, 24, both 
of Christ Church Road, were 
charged November 7 with 
burglary of a King Carter 
Drive residence and grand 
larceny of property from the 
home (both felonies). 

Melissa L. George, 28, of 
Tappahannock was charged 
November 1 on a Virginia 
Beach charge of felony pro-
bation violation. 
Misdemeanors

A Yankee Point Road 
woman was charged Novem-
ber 1 with allowing a danger-
ous dog to roam at large. 

An Irvington Road man, 
28, was charged November 2 
with contempt of court.

A River Road man, 43, 
was charged November 2 on 
a Northumberland County 
charge with failure to have 
an adopted animal sterilized.
Activity report

November 1: Staff 
checked on the well-being 
of a Benson Road resident 
at the request of a con-
cerned out-of-town family 
member (no emergency 
services needed), received 
a residential burglary report 
from the 600 block of Lan-
caster Creek Drive (Moni-
tor heater and damages 
to structure, $640 loss), 
responded with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department 
(KPD) to a local emergency 
room on a request from 
Northumberland authori-
ties investigating an assault 
in Burgess, responded to 
Roseneath Avenue to assist 
Virginia State Police (VSP) 
in executing an arrest war-
rant (wanted subject not 
found), and destroyed an 
injured game animal near 
River and Ottoman Ferry 
roads.

November 2:  Staff 
responded to Devils 
Bottom Road on a report of 
heavy debris blocking the 
roadway (VDOT notified, 
responding officer found 
the roadway to be clear, 
VDOT was cancelled) and 
received a report of credit 
card fraud from an Owings 

Court resident ($419 loss 
reimbursed by the credit 
card company). 

November 3:  Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
trespass complaint on Old 
Fairgrounds Way, to a traf-
fic complaint on Oak Hill 
Road (citizen filed com-
plaint with the magistrate, 
no probable cause found 
to issue warrant), to a fight 
call on Twin Branch Road 
(subjects gone on arrival 
and the complainant could 
not be located) and to a sus-
picious person complaint 
on Sullavans Road. 

November 4:  Staff 
responded to the 1400 block 
of Windmill Point Road 
in an attempt to determine 
what medications, if any, 
may have been taken by a 
patient needing treatment 
in the emergency room, 
and report that informa-
tion to the emergency room 
staff; received a vandalism 
complaint from the 5100 
block of Windmill Point 
Road (complainant will 
file a report at a later date). 
Staff responded to an E911 
disconnect call in the 1600 
block of Goodluck Road 
(no emergency services 
needed), to a possible dis-
turbance call on Buzzards 
Neck Road, to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint in the 
area of Mount Jean in the 
Hills Quarter subdivision 
and to a possible residential 
burglary in the 2400 block 
of Morattico Road. 

November 5:  Staff 
received a check forgery 
report from a Merry Point 
Road resident ($70 loss), 
responded to a possible 
mental health emergency 
on Hatton Avenue, to a tres-
passing vehicle complaint 
(hunting related) on Otto-
man Ferry Road and with 
KPD to an assault and child 
custody/visitation com-
plaint on New South Road. 

November 6:   Staff 
received a citizen’s com-
plaint of an attempted 
e-mail fraud, purportedly 
from Bank of America, for 
the citizen to “update his 
account information.”  The 
sheriff reminds all citizens 
that financial institutions 
and all levels of govern-
ment do not contact citi-
zens to update any account 
information, provide a 
Social Security number, 
date of birth, or other per-
sonal identifying informa-
tion by e-mail.  The sheriff 
has a presentation that is 
available to civic groups, 
churches and individuals on 
how to identify fraudulent 
e-mails and how to avoid 
becoming an identity theft 
victim.  Contact Sheriff 
Crockett to arrange for the 
presentation to be made for 
your group.  Staff received 
a report of the theft of a 
utility trailer from Little 
Bay Road ($2,800 loss), 
notified the game warden 
of an injured deer on the 
primary school playground 
and responded to a fight 
call on Shady Lane (sub-
jects gone on arrival). 

November 7:  Staff 
responded to a hit-and-
run traffic crash on Harris 
Road, with VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash at Mary 
Ball and Chases roads and 
received a walk-in com-
plaint involving domestic 
property rights (adult sib-
lings). 

The sheriff’s office also 
conducted seven traffic 
stops, issued two sum-
monses, assisted two motor-
ists, reported 10 deer strikes, 
handled six calls for traffic 
control, investigated five 
building alarms, logged one 
inmate transport and fielded 
four calls for animal control. 
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a brushfire on 
Beanes Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 10 
individuals.
Felonies

Carrol McCoy Sand-
ers, 51, of Heathsville was 
charged November 1 with 
malicious wounding.

Judith Sanders, 47, of 
Heathsville was charged 
November 1 with unlawful 
wounding.

Betty J. Jones, 47, of New-
town was charged November 
1 with writing a bad check 

in the amount of $207.03 to 
a Callao area business.

Brian Chandler Luck-
ham, 23, of White Stone 
was charged November 2 on 
Lancaster County warrants 
with entering a dwelling at 
night with intent to commit 
a felony and grand larceny. 
He was also charged on a 
Northumberland County 
warrant with breaking and 
entering an occupied dwell-
ing in daylight with intent 
to commit a felony.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 45, was 
charged October 31 with 
assault and battery.

A Heathsville man, 50, 
was charged November 1 
with driving while intoxi-
cated and reckless driving.

A Lancaster man, 43, 
was charged November 2 
with failure to sterilize an 
adopted animal.

A Kinsale woman, 23, 
was charged November 5 
with writing a bad check in 
the amount of $29.37 to a 
Callao area business.

A Heathsville woman, 
41, was charged November 
5 with owning a dog that 
injured another dog and a 
person, after being declared 
a dangerous dog.

A Farnham man, 57, was 
charged November 6 on an 
Essex County warrant with 
failure to pay child sup-
port.

FREDERICKSBURG—
The Virginia Department 
of Transportation recently 
finished repairs on two sec-
ondary roads in Richmond 
County damaged by flood-
ing during Tropical Storm 
Lee.

 Oak Row Road (Route 
638) and Oakland Road 
(Route 612) are open to 
through traffic again, accord-
ing to VDOT officials. Both 
roads were repaired by state 
maintenance forces.

Storm waters washed away 
a portion of Oak Row Road 
and undermined metal storm 
pipes. VDOT restored pipes 
that had washed away, and 
added a new roadway sur-
face.

 Oakland Road was closed 
between Cedar Grove Road 
(Route 602) and Quinton 
Oak Lane (Route 603). Storm 
waters had washed away a 
portion of the roadway at a 
box culvert. VDOT restored 
the roadway surface.  

Two storm-damaged roads
re-open in Richmond County

Holiday Open House Tour

5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw
804-333-0581

Crying Shame
Christmas Open House

10% off Storewide

(804) 443-0070

103 Church Lane, Tappahannock, VA

           Ladies Boutique
Join us for our OPEN HOUSE

8 th ANNIVERSARY
and 10% off Storewide

Sat., Nov. 12 - 9-5 • Sun., Nov. 13 - 12-5
Lots of GREAT GIFT ITEMS 

804-333-6600
5445 Richmond Rd. • Warsaw, VA

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

13th Annual Boot Sale
Sat., Nov. 12 • 9-4 pm

15% off Redwing & Justin work boots
10% off all Carhartt Clothing

20% off Western Boots
15% off Dansko Shoes

1251 Tappahannock Blvd.

Sat., Nov. 12 • 9 to 5
Sun., Nov. 13 • noon to 5

10% off Christmas Ornaments
Refreshments & Drawing 
for $100 Gift Certificate

Bringing you Christmas Traditions for 20 Years

Fri., Nov. 11 • 10-5:30 • Sat., Nov. 12 • 10-5
Sun., Nov. 13 • noon-5

FREE Tervis Tumbler Monogram
Refreshments & Door Prizes • 804-443-6338

1251 Tappahannock Blvd.

Fri., Nov. 11 • 10 to 6
Informal Wine Tasting

Begins 4:30

Gift Basket Drawing 

Fine Wines • Gourmet Food • Craft Beers

Tues. -  Fri.  10-6  •  Sat. 10-2 
223 Prince Street

Tappahannock • 804-443-2449

ESPE D’S CRAFTS & SUPPLIES

Thurs. - Sat. - Nov. 10-12

Holiday Open House
25% off All Yarns

& Scrapbooking & Card Supplies
Old Dominion Soaps

804-529-5210
2248 Hampton Hall Rd.

(Rt. 202), Callao

COMMONWEALTH FLORIST
Holiday Open House

Sat. & Sun. • Nov. 12th & 13th

Decorative Items, Gifts for Everyone
Refreshments, Door Prizes

Ornaments, Swags, Flags, Candles 
& Much More

www.commonwealthflorist.com 

6191 Richmond Road
Warsaw - 804-333-3441

The Palace Boutique
Fri., Nov. 11 • 10-6
Sat., Nov. 12 • 10-6

Sun., Nov. 13 • noon-5

Bring This Ad in for
an Additional 10% off

4274 Richmond Road
Times Square Shopping Center

804-333-4252

Holiday Open House at
 The Gift Gallery

 Sat., Nov. 12 • 11-5  &  Sun., Nov. 13 • 1-5
 Personalized gifts for all ages

 Hand Painted Glassware • Home Decor  
Ornaments • Christmas Wreaths are Ready!

1644 Tappahannock Blvd.
(Beside Southern States)

804-443-0404
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CHESAPEAKE BANK

Doesn’t it seem a bit odd that banks charge you service fees for, well,  
banking with them? Many banks have made it their mission to nickel and  

dime their customers to kingdom come. But not Chesapeake Bank.  
n fact, we encourage you to stop by any of our  area of ces or visit  

chesbank.com to let us introduce you to our Totally-Free Checking and  
No Fee Debit Card. Because we think once you see how much you could  

save by switching to Chesapeake Bank, you’ll be smiling too.

800-434-1181  

Service 
with a smile.

Not a fee.

We Now Carry Broyhill Furniture
20,000 sq. ft. of furniture

Storewide Savings PLUS
We’ll Pay Your Sales Tax

La Casa Furniture
804-769-9910

7283 Richmond - Tappahannock Hwy.
Aylett, VA 23009

LaCasaFurnitureInc@yahoo.com

Those who heard news on the scanner 
last Sunday of an overturned school 

bus need not be alarmed. It was only part 
of a county-wide mass casualty exercise 
conducted by the Kilmarnock-Lancaster 
County Volunteer Rescue Squad.

The exercise was conducted as a real 
emergency call and took place on the 
grounds of the rescue squad building. 
Emergency personnel were asked to 
respond to a school bus crash involving 
multiple patients. Extrication equipment 
and training were used during the exer-
cise. 

“This type of training will better help 
fi rst responders in the Northern Neck 

handle large scale incidents,” said squad 
captain Erik Brown.

The practice drill involved 10 Northern 
Neck agencies including the Lancaster 
County Sheriff ’s Department, Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad, Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department, 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department, 
Kilmarnock Police Department, Nor-
thumberland Volunteer Rescue Squad, 
Deltaville Volunteer Rescue Squad, and 
Lancaster County Emergency Medical 
Services.

“The exercise showed the importance 
of extrication equipment and training 
needed in the area along with the number 
of EMTs you would have available at 
such an incident,” said Brown.

Smith Point Sea 
Rescue board member 
Capt. Andy Kauders 
recently reported Rescue I, II 
and III crews responded to a 
variety of calls for assistance 
in October.
Assistance calls  

September 13: Sea 
Rescue was called by the 
Captain of the Chesapeake 
Breeze that a boat was par-
tially sunk in the shipping 
channel. Upon arriving, it 
was determined there were 
two old wood boats tied 
together and only partially 
visible.

The Coast Guard was 
called and responded from 
Station Milford Haven. They 
painted the visible portion of 
the boats and left the scene.  
The Virginia Marine Police 
and Coast Guard were trying 
to determine whose respon-
sibility it was to remove the 
boats. The following day, 
Rescue I returned and the 
boats were no longer there. 
Time on scene, 1.75 hours

October 8: Rescue I 
responded to a distress call 
on channel 16 that a Bayliner 
with three persons aboard 
just northwest of Smith Point 
Light had a dead battery. The 
boat could not be found and 
the mission was aborted. 
Time on call, 2.5 hours. 

October 8: A call was 
received that a 19-foot Sea 
Pro was out of gas. Rescue 
III responded to the posi-
tion given by the disabled 
boat. No boat was found at 
that location.  Each time the 
disabled boat gave their posi-
tion, the boat was not there. 
Finally it was determined that 
the handheld GPS was faulty. 
A passing boat assisted the 
disabled boat and Rescue 
III returned to base. Time on 
call, 3 hours.

October 9: Rescue I 
responded to a boat on the 
east side of Tangier Island 
that required two quarts of 
oil. The boat was in such 
shallow water, a passing boat 
was asked to carry the oil 
to the disabled boat. After 
restarting its engine, the boat 
returned to its home port. 
Time on call, 6.5 hours. 

October 9: A 38-foot 
cabin/fl y bridge at B-11 on 
the Great Wicomico River 
with four aboard got a crab 
pot caught in its propeller. 
The boat was towed to Jen-
nings Boatyard and the four 
passengers were given a ride 
home by car to Mill Creek.

October 14: Rescue 
III responded to a call for a 
38-foot sailboat with eight 
aboard that lost its steering 
near the Birthday Cake on the 
Potomac River. By the time 
Rescue III arrived, the boat had 
drifted into the Birthday Cake 
resulting in minor damage. 
They powered away from 
the mark, rigged emergency 
steering and with Rescue III 
following, proceeded to their 
dock in Kinsale. Time on call, 
1.5 hours.

October 15: Rescue 
III responded to a 34-foot 
Hunter sailboat with three 
aboard that had run aground 
near Green 3 on the Yeo-
comico River. Rescue III 
freed the boat and towed it to 
Olverson’s Marina. Time on 
call, 3.5 hours

October 15: A 28-foot 
sailboat with one aboard 
became disabled in mid-chan-
nel of the Potomac between the 
Yeocomico and the St.Mary’s 
River. The boat was towed to 
the owner’s slip in Kinsale.  
Time on call, 3 hours.

October 16: A 31-foot 
Bertram was sunk at the 
River Bend dock and could 
not be raised. The plan was 
to return the following day 
at low tide. The following 
day the boat was refl oated. 
Rescue I towed the boat to 
Smith Point where Rescue 
III picked up the tow and 
took the boat to Lewisetta 
Marina. Total time on call, 
5.25 hours

November 6: A 38-foot 
cabin/fl y bridge with two 
aboard ran out of fuel as a 
result of a faulty fuel indicator 
at the asphalt pile. The vessel 
was towed to Buzzard Point 
Marina where it got fuel and 
the engines were restarted. 
Time on call, 3.25 hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
can be reached on channel 
16 or by calling 911. Rescue 
I and Rescue II are based on 
the Great Wicomico River 
and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off of the Yeocomico 
River.

Emergency response units participate in a training exercise October 30 conducted by 
the Kilmarnock-Lancaster County Volunteer Rescue Squad. The demonstration aided 
in the evaluation of response efforts and patient care available in the event of a mass 
casualty incident, such as this overturned school bus.

Rescue squads hold mass casualty drill
by Shannon Rice

SEA RESCUE 
REPORT

■ Appointment
Gov. Bob McDonnell recently appointed Carol G. 

Dawson of Morattico to the Virginia Racing Commission.

NEWS BREAK

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com
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Not insured by FDIC or any federal government agency. May lose value. Not a deposit of, or guaranteed by, Chesapeake Bank or any bank affiliate. Asset Management Services are offered through Chesapeake 
Financial Group, Inc., a registered investment advisor and wholly-owned subsidiary of Chesapeake Investment Group. Trust and Estate Planning Services are offered through Chesapeake Trust Company, Inc., a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Chesapeake Investment Group.

Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula: 804-435-3652  Williamsburg: 757-253-9088  Toll Free: 888-653-9088  www.chesvest.com

At Chesapeake, our wealth management approach is built on more traditional investment  
disciplines, an experienced and accessible management team, and individually customized  

portfolios managed to your personal needs. By design, Chesapeake’s talented Investment  
Committee has the depth and breadth that our clients have trusted for over 30 years. Professional  

designations and degrees earned by members of our Investment Committee team include: 

Chartered Financial Analyst Designation (CFA) – 2 Members
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ (CFP®) – 5 Members

Certified Trust and Financial Advisor (CTFA)
Juris Doctor (J.D.)

Chartered Financial Consultant® (ChFC®)

Choose your climate – Discipline, Experience, and Customization – Chesapeake Investment Group

 It’s time to choose a wealth management  
climate that’s right for you.

“Let’s take a ride over to 
Tangier today. The weather 
looks great!”

Famous last words. Every-
one gets excited and jumps 
in the boat and takes off for 
Tangier. But amid all of the 
excitement, no one gave 
any thought about their own 
safety.  

A recent Smith Point Sea 
Rescue (SPSR) incident 
which took place due west of 
Tangier Island demonstrates 
the importance of safe boat-
ing and being prepared for an 
emergency. In this situation, 
bad weather was moving in, 
darkness was descending, 
and the seas were rough and 
building.  

SPSR had been notified that 
there was a small craft in dis-
tress, dead in the water, due to 
an apparent fuel leak. Things 
were looking very grim. This 
20-foot, center-console vessel 
risked drifting into the ship-
ping channel in the bay. And 
because they had no steer-
age they would not have had 
any way to maneuver clear of 
oncoming traffic.

Their cell phone did not 
work. They had no work-
ing VHF radio. They had 
no lights to make their boat 
visible to other boats and 
ships. They had no emer-
gency provisions, and no one 
on shore knew where they 
were. They were adrift and 
not even wearing life jackets. 
Clearly, they were pushing 
their luck. 

But Lady Luck was at 
their back—they had three 
emergency signal flares, and 
when they fired the third and 
final flare, another boater 
spotted them. And he was 
not just any boater, either. 
It turns out that Chesapeake 
Breeze owner Capt. Lin-
wood Bowis had returned 
from his daily cruise to and 
from Tangier Island and he 
was back over on the island 
to pick up members of his 
family in his 25-foot Grady 
White boat. 

As the Bowis family was 
headed back to Reedville, 
Capt. Bowis saw an emer-
gency signal flare in the air. 
He located the distressed 
vessel and was able to set a 
tow line and began a very 
slow journey back to Reed-
ville. Conditions were rap-
idly deteriorating. Electrical 
storms were firing up, the seas 
were becoming rougher, and 
it was nearly dark, making it 
difficult if not impossible for 
Capt. Bowis to tow the boat 
and keep the rescued boaters 
and his family safe. He con-
tacted SPSR and requested 
assistance. 

SPSR Capt. Buddy Sylvia 

Capt. Buddy Sylvia, shown onboard Smith Point Sea Rescue 1, urges all boaters to file 
a float plan.

We Are Smith Point Sea Rescue
by Joanne W. Walters

gathered his crew and got 
underway on board Sea 
Rescue 1, a 43-foot Provin-
cial capable of handling the 
difficult weather and sea 
conditions. Using radar, he 
was able to easily locate the 
Bowis vessel. The hand off 
was made, and Cap. Sylvia 
and crew secured the dis-
abled vessel and successfully 
towed the boat and its occu-
pants back to Reedville. 

This situation for these 
boaters could have ended 
tragically. “Don’t let this 
happen to you,” said Capt. 
Sylvia. “Prepare for and 
prevent disasters before 
you leave port. Check your 
engine oil, fuel level, and 
make sure you are carrying a 
working VHF radio (fixed or 
hand held). Have your cell 
phone, potable water, a first 
aid kit, fire extinguisher, and 
unexpired emergency signal 
flares on board as well.” 

Further, Capt. Sylvia 
urges all boaters to file a 
float plan. “You should 
always file a float plan with 
a reliable friend or neigh-

bor. Tell them where you are 
going, and when you expect 
to return to port or arrive at 
your destination port. If you 
are delayed or run into trou-
ble on the water, and your 
contact cannot reach you, 
they can notify the authori-
ties who will send help.”

Too often boaters take for 
granted that their boats will 
never break down. Don’t 
be fooled. It can happen 
to anyone at any time. Be 
prepared every time you 
use your boat. You’ll have a 
much better chance to live 
and tell about it.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
is a totally volunteer rescue 
unit which serves boaters 
from Ragged Point to the 
mouth of the Potomac River, 
south to the Rappahannock 
River and across to the East-
ern Shore of Virginia. Smith 
Point Sea Rescue can be 
reached 24/7 by hailing on 
VHF radio channel 16 or by 
calling 911. 

Joanne W. Walters is a 
Smith Point Sea Rescue 
squadron member.

Eagle Scout candidate Cody Belden 
of Troop 203 recently completed 

a butterfly garden at Menokin for his 
certif ication project. He had help 
from Troop Leader Ford Becker and 
Master Naturalist Pam Narney.

The garden  enhances the yard 
at the Menokin Visitor’s Center. It 
includes butterfly bushes, coneflow-
ers, black-eyed Susans and other 
perennials that butterflies love, said 
assistant director Leslie Rennolds.

Belden is a junior at Rappahan-
nock High School in Warsaw. He is 
the son of Andy and Bonnie Belden 
of Raineswood.

Scout plants butterfly garden at Menokin

Eagle Scout candidate Cody Belden
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Roy Conley was a native of Wicomico 
Church. He was the only child of 

Sam and Snooks Conley, who operated 
the store on the corner, known as “S. G. 
Conley, Gen’l Mrchdse.” For much of his 
early life, the family lived above the store, 
then in 1950 they built a traditional-style 
brick home a few doors down the road, 
where they remained until Snooks died 
in 1986 and Sam in 1993. These details 
are essential to understanding the life of 
Roy Conley.

Roy spent his life constantly exposed 
to the conversations that revolved around 
his parents and their business. He grew 
up understanding who everyone was, 
what each person did for a living, how 
everyone was related to everyone else, 
and where everyone went to church. He 
learned the history of the lower Northern 
Neck by hearing those conversations, by 
reading, and by osmosis. He absorbed 
everything, and forgot nothing.

Like his father, he was a gifted gar-
dener, with perfect tomatoes, peppers, 
cantaloupes and the other vegetables 
that are part of traditional gardens here. 
Unlike his father, he thrived on fishing, 
and after his retirement from a career in 
Richmond with the Virginia Department 
of Transportation, he and his wife, Mar-

garet, built a new home on the site of his 
aunt, Lula Whittaker’s, former residence 
in Ditchley. He was able to keep his boat 
at his back door, only a short ride from 
the best fishing grounds of the bay.

Roy became the unofficial “Mayor of 
Ditchley,” learning who all of his neigh-
bors were, pitching in to help with com-
munity activities whenever necessary, 
welcoming newcomers, and telling them 
the tales that had come to him by second 
nature. On one occasion when a neigh-
bor was thinking of moving, he told her 
that she could not leave the neighborhood 
because he did not have time to break in a 
new neighbor. In the traditional meaning 
of the term, I can say that one could not 
live near Roy Conley without being his 

neighbor. The word had a biblical signifi-
cance for him, and he treated each of his 
neighbors accordingly.

In the early 1990s when I was serving 
on the Northumberland County Board 
of Supervisors, the county adopted an 
Enhanced 911 system. Part of the process 
entailed naming every street, road, and 
lane in the county in order for police, fire 
and rescue units to be able to respond as 
quickly as possible to emergency situa-
tions. The board agreed to appoint a com-
mittee of two individuals for each district 
to come up with historically accurate 
names, ones that would be identifiable to 
the emergency personnel as well as to the 
general public. Because of his immense 
store of knowledge and his managerial 
background with VDOT, I immediately 
thought of Roy for our district. Before I 
could call him, he called me to volunteer 
his services.

Along with his colleague, Captain Bill 
Johnson, he undertook the project. With 
maps and charts in hand, the two of them 
drove up and down every path in lower 
Northumberland, with Roy recount-
ing who lived where and when, and Bill 
contributing all that he had learned from 
years of study of the colonial past of 
Wicomico Parish. They were a perfect 

team, and produced a great document. I 
could not estimate the number of hours 
they spent, all willingly given as volun-
teers because they wanted the finished 
product to be reflective of the past as well 
as the present.

For most of his retirement, Roy suffered 
from renal problems. He underwent sev-
eral kidney transplants, and spent many 
long hours anticipating surgery, or recov-
ering from it. That fate he accepted with 
optimism and serenity. More recently, he 
received a sad diagnosis of cancer, which 
caused this kind and good man, who was 
always prepared, to begin making his 
funeral plans. He listed the specifics of 
what he wanted for his services, and dis-
cussed the matter with an extraordinary 
level of resolution and detachment. He 
included the reading at the gravesite of 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s, “Crossing the 
Bar,” an appropriate send-off for this man 
who lived by the sea which he respected 
and loved.

By our modern standards, Roy’s life 
was not long, but in more ways than I 
possibly could describe, he lived each 
day with vigor, enthusiasm and goodness 
abounding.

Samuel Roy Conley, January 2, 1937 - 
November 4, 2011. R.I.P.

On one occasion when a 
neighbor was thinking of 
moving, he told her that 
she could not leave the 
neighborhood because he 
did not have time to break 
in a new neighbor.

Focal Point

Driftwood
Photo by Kathy Sanders

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

(Reprints from the November 10, 1911, 
issue of the Virginian Citizen)

Millenbeck
Miss C. M. Naston is visiting her 

sister, Mrs. D. E. Gordon, in Baltimore, 
this week.

Mrs. R. E. Norris, of Ottoman, was 
recently called to Baltimore by the ill-
ness of her mother, Mrs. S. F. Pace, who 
is somewhat improved now.

R. Lloyd Ficklin has opened up an 
oyster house here, the one formerly occu-
pied by Stevens & Saunders.

Those seen here this week on business 
were W. McDonald Lee, of Irvington, J. 
W. Chowning, of Bertrand, Wm. Webb, 
of Lancaster, L. D. Stoneham, of Molusk, 
Dr. George Steuart, of Ottoman, F. C. 
Sadler, of Nuttsville, and several others.

A. S. Hardy, formerly of Lancaster 
county, but now of Niagra Falls, New 
York, was a visitor at the home of L. D. 
Stoneham, of Molusk, this week.

B. Harper, of Ottoman, passed through 
here on Monday of this week en route to 
Baltimore on business.

Irvington
Lee Simmons took a load of shuckers 

to Maryland to vote Tuesday.
James C. Rowe sailed last week for 

Cuba to be gone several weeks.
David A. Hay and W. G. Foxwell were 

guests of the editor Wednesday.
Miss Sophia Sadler, of Baltimore, 

has joined her parents at the Irvington 
Beach.

Miss Bessie Taylor, of Essex, arrived 
this week to take charge of grades four 
and five in our High School.

Fair Postponed
Owing to the rain this week, the Ches-

apeake Agricultural Fair at Kilmarnock 
has been postponed until Tuesday and 
Wednesday of next week. Every feature 
that was scheduled for Thursday and 
Friday of this week will be carried out 
next week. Everything holds over and 
other attractions may be added.

Statue To Be Unveiled
E. Bruce Squires, Esq., of Ocran, 

will be present in person on Monday, 
November 20th (court day), 1911, at 2 
p.m., a replica of Houdson’s statue of 
Washington to Lancaster county. It will 
be accepted by William B. Sanders and 
Frank G. Newbill, Esq., for the Court 
and County. A young lady will unveil the 
statue and ladies will be present.

Afro-American Fair
The Afro-American Fair at Kilmarnock 

promises to be the best ever held by the 
people of the Northern Neck. A large 
crowd is expected and you can’t afford to 
miss it.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

FORUM IN ACTION: Since Labor Day, the Record has 

printed 71 letters concerning the 2011 elections.

YOUR LETTERS

I feel this is very appro-
priate for your Veterans Day 
week edition:

“What Is a Veteran?
“A veteran is someone 

who, at one point, wrote a 
blank check made payable 
to ‘The United States of 
America’ for an amount of 
‘up to and including their 
life.’

“That is Honor, and there 
are  far too many people in 
this country who no longer 
understand it.” (author 
unknown)

Martin W. Asbury,
Farnham

Honor a veteran

On November 3, I went to 
pick my son up from a local 
pre-school. When I pulled 
up to the playground there 
were two cats playing and 
running with the children. I 
asked the ladies where they 
came from and they were 
told by a neighbor that they 
saw someone drop them 
off.

They had to be some-
one’s pets since they were 
so friendly. Luckily there 
was already one person that 
wanted one of them. Being 
the animal lover I am, I took 
the other one home know-
ing I could find him a nice 
home. Sure enough, I found 
him a home right away.

I understand that times 
are hard on people. It may 
be that they could not afford 
to keep them. I do not know 
the whole story. What I 
do know is there are other 
options. Our county has 
a wonderful organization 
called the Animal Welfare 
League. They do not turn 
people away for any reason. 
With cold weather coming 
up quickly, what would be 
the chance that they would 
survive if they had not been 
rescued?

Whoever did this, you 
know who you are. You will 
have to live with that. I, on 
the other hand, slept well 
because I know I did all I 
could to help an innocent 
animal. Please people, spay 
and neuter your pets; this 
can avoid a huge part of the 
problem.

Maggie Elbourn,
White Stone

Hope for cats

I was amused by the adver-
tisement “The Bluff Point 
PUD is Good for Northum-
berland” in the November 3 
Rappahannock Record. The 
ad states “The PUD will 
generate $950,000 annually 
in positive revenue” and 
“The PUD will create 200+ 
construction jobs.” Both 
statements are dependent on 
the completed construction 
and sale of units, hotel and 
marina facilities.

The consultant who gen-
erated the report figures 
so disingenuously quoted 
in the paid advertisement, 
prefaced “findings” by stat-
ing that any jobs or revenue 
projections were based on a 
healthy market. Why should 
the board of supervisors 

PUD dreaming

—or anybody—think that 
Bluff Point Holdings LLC 
is immune to a global real 
estate collapse?  

Here are some actual 
facts, not projections based 
on our past housing bubble: 
according to Zillow.com, 
November 8 in Northumber-
land County there are 330 
lots for sale of which 228 
(69%) have been listed for 
six months or more. There 
are 376 single-family resi-
dences for sale of which 256 
(68%) have been listed for 
six months or more. There 
are no “recently  sold” resi-
dences or lots.

In Lancaster County there 
are 716 lots for sale, 526 
(73%) of which have been 
listed for six months or 
more. There are 1,008 single 
family residences for sale 
of which 795 (79%) have 
been listed for six months 
or more.

Of the 24 foreclosures 
listed, 23 have been avail-
able for more than half a 
year. There are no lots that 
have currently sold and only 
11 single-family residences 
have sold recently.

According to the Nor-
thumberland County inde-
pendent tax assessor, prop-
erty values have already 
fallen almost 25%. Granting 
the special exception will 
ensure the number of lots 
and residences for sale in the 
lower Northern Neck will 
double which will further 
depress property values. 

Nan Harvey Flynn,
Kilmarnock

My wife and I, late one 
recent evening, noticed 
moving vehicle parking lights, 
occasional flicker of brake 
lights, absent headlights, 
about 200 yards distant enter-
ing the large comfort station 
of our community golf course. 
Lights outside are then easy to 
see as this entire area is in total 
darkness at night.

This comfort station is 
centered in a mostly-secured 
area by picket fence and earth 
berm.

I called the 911 dispatcher. 
A pleasant fellow told me he 
was familiar with our golf 
course community and that 
two units were dispatched.

I ran with a flashlight 
towards community entrance 
to move about a dozen timber 
rails so that a unit could get 
around a green and on to cart 
path headed in subject area 
direction.

Arriving quickly, I gave a 
brief definition of my observa-
tion. Then, the officers in the 
two cars conferred. One went 
through the opened timber 
path, the other through com-
munity on other side of the golf 
course. A third unit appeared, 
lights off, at the entrance and 
parked. He was a town police 
officer who heard the call, 
had a few moments to spare, 
and told me he wanted to be 
backup, as this is their city/
county custom—observing 
and standing by if needed.

Area was thoroughly 
cleared after 25 minutes.

Afterwards, dispatcher 

Lancaster’s finest

called back to check if I was 
satisfied and I told him that 
responders had done a very 
professional job even though 
subject vehicle had slipped 
away.

This county law enforce-
ment organization is well 
trained, cohesive and has 
good working relations with 
their brethren in our neigh-
boring area jurisdictions. Not 
all neighboring city/county 
law enforcement work well 
together—so says my Vir-
ginia deputy sheriff sergeant 
brother.

Service of this quality is 
developed over time and 
emanates from the top. That’s 
Sheriff Crockett’s doings.

James M. Kelly,
Hills Quarter

Our Northumberland 
Library is in serious financial 
trouble. In spite of increased 
public use (over 40,000 times 
this year), we are not getting 
the support we need to con-
tinue our previous rate of pur-
chase of new books, necessary 
equipment and other materials 
that make this library one of 
the jewels of this county.

We are over $9,000 in the 
hole. This decrease in funding 
is partially due to a decrease 
in state funding, but mainly 
the problem lies with us.

Last year our patrons gave 
$10,000 less than in the previ-
ous annual drive. So this year, 
for the sake of all of us in the 
county, we must dig deeper 
into our pockets and give 
more to maintain our great 
library.

Mary and Porter Kier,
Lottsburg

Library emergency

I have decided to speak 
at the Lancaster school 
board meeting on Monday, 
November 14, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Lancaster Middle School 
library.

I believe the children in 
the Lancaster County School 
District should read better. 
By the time our children 
enter the fourth grade, they 
are no longer able to learn to 
read because they must read 
to learn. Our middle school 
teachers do not have time 
to teach a child who is still 
struggling to read when their 
time must be spent on teach-
ing all the required SOLs.

This means that an effec-
tive reading program that 
is offered school-wide and 
remediates children properly 
in grades K through 3 will 
effectively assist our chil-
dren to be able to read at the 
appropriate level so they can 
access the general curricu-
lum by the time they reach 
the fourth grade.

Based on the findings by 
the National Reading Panel 
in 2000, schools are man-
dated to have research-based 
reading programs that are 
proven to be effective. Please 
come and support the need 
for our school to change with 
the times and offer our chil-
dren the necessary programs 
they need to succeed.

Sandra Zeiler,
Kilmarnock

Read this
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We live in a time when things can 
change faster than the weather.

When the changes in the weather become consistently too stormy for your comfort level, it is 
usually time for a change in climate. The same principle holds true when choosing a wealth manager. 

You have worked your entire life to build your nest egg. Along the way, you made tough 
choices and hard sacrifices. Now, when you want stability and prudence the most, change and 

inconsistency are too often put upon you, and you are expected to just accept it. 

It may be time to consider a new wealth management climate. Consider an advisor whose name 
on the door has remained the same and whose experience and discipline warrants your trust. 

Not insured by FDIC or any federal government agency. May lose value. Not a deposit of, or guaranteed by, Chesapeake Bank or any bank affiliate. Asset Management Services are offered through Chesapeake 
Financial Group, Inc., a registered investment advisor and wholly-owned subsidiary of Chesapeake Investment Group. Trust and Estate Planning Services are offered through Chesapeake Trust Company, Inc., a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Chesapeake Investment Group.

My sincerest thanks to the 
citizens of Lancaster County 
who suported me and voted 

for me in the election 
on November 8. 

Jeff Schmidt
Authorized by C. Jeffers “Jeff ” Schmidt, Jr. Authorized by George E. “Sonny” Thomas, Jr.

THANK  YOU
I offer to the citizens of Lancaster 
County my sincere thanks for your 
vote of confidence. I will continue 

to serve you to the best of my 
ability. My door is always open for 

a visit and I am as close as 
the telephone when you need 

assistance.

Sonny Thomas

With Veterans Day 
approaching on November 
11, the American public 
needs to know about the cam-
paign our nation’s veterans 
are waging against Lou Geh-
rig’s disease, or amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS). 

The disease that took the 
life of baseball legend Lou 
Gehrig strikes our military 
veterans at an alarming rate.  
In fact, studies show that 

Support our 
veterans with Lou
Gehrig’s Disease

Thanksgiving is a time to 
count one’s blessings, and a 
good time to give thanks for 
friends, neighbors or special 
groups who have made a 
difference in one’s life.

In this spirit, the Rappa-
hannock Record will print, 
at no charge, “thank-you” 
letters from Lancaster and 
Northumberland residents 
and visitors in its Thanks-
giving issue November 23.

The letters should be brief 
(150 words or less) and to 
the point, and include the 
letter writer’s name, com-
munity of residence and 
phone number. The phone 
number will not be pub-
lished. 

If the Record receives 

Do you remember?
This photo shows a commercial strip along the east side of North Main Street in 
downtown Kilmarnock following the 1909 fire. The row of connected business buildings 
was destroyed in the 1952 fire. At the time of the 1952 fire, the M.A. Lewis Grocery 
occupied the building on the left, according to Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. The buildings were roughly where the Thai Pot and Hubbard Insurance 
are now located, said Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS
vets are twice as likely to 
die from ALS as the public.  
And it doesn’t matter when 
or where they served in the 
military—home or abroad, 
peace or war, from World War 
I to Afghanistan.  There is no 
treatment.  No cure.  Only 
death in an average of two to 
five years. 

Medical science doesn’t 
know why vets are more 
likely to develop ALS.  But 
they do know that greater 
awareness of this campaign 
will help in the fight to find 
the cause, treatment and cure 
for this horrible disease.

I also urge readers to visit 
the ALS Wall of Honor at 
alsa.org. There you will find 
the faces and the stories of 
the veterans like myself who 
are fighting ALS as well as 
those we already have lost to 
the disease.

You will also be able to 
acquaint yourselves with the 
campaign that has not been 
written about by the press. 
These are stories of veter-
ans like myself not simply 
engaged in a political fight, 
but in a fight for our lives.

Pete Leibundguth,
Wicomico Church

Record to publish ‘thanks giving’ letters

Rappahannock General 
Hospital (RGH) urges all 
smokers to join The American 
Cancer Society’s Great Amer-
ican Smokeout and set a “Quit 
Date.”

November 17 marks the 
The American Cancer Soci-
ety’s 36th Great American 
Smokeout. The hospital joins 
the American Cancer Society 
encouraging smokers to set a 
quit date and make a plan to 
quit, said RGH marketing and 
public relations coordinator 
Joanna Marchetti.

Quitting is difficult. Accord-
ing to the American Cancer 
Society, people usually make 
two or three attempts, or more, 
before successfully quitting.  
However, quitting smoking 
is one of the most important 
things one will ever do. Quit-
ting smoking will allow one 
to live a longer and better life, 
improve the health of others 
nearby, lower one’s chance of 
having a heart attack, stroke, 
or cancer, and allow one to 
have extra money to spend on 
things other than cigarettes, 
says The American Cancer 
Society.

Studies by The American 
Cancer Society have shown 
five steps will help folks quit 
and quit for good:  

date.” Change one’s environ-
ment. Get rid of all cigarettes 
and ashtrays in the home, 
car and workplace. Don’t let 
people smoke in the home. 
Review past attempts to quit. 
Think about what worked 
and what did not. Once one 
quits, don’t smoke—not even 
a puff.

-
agement. Studies have shown 
that one has a better chance 
of being successful if one has 
help. One can get support in 
many ways.

Tell family, friends, and co-
workers that one is going to 
quit and wants their support. 
Ask them not to smoke or 
leave cigarettes out. Talk to a 
doctor about one’s decision to 
quit.

Get individual, group, or 
telephone counseling. The 
more counseling one has, the 
better one’s chances are of 
quitting. Visit lungusa.org/
stop-smoking for resources.

behaviors. Try to distract one-
self from urges to smoke. Talk 
to someone, go for a walk, or 
get busy with a task.

When one first tries to quit, 
change one’s routine. Use a 
different route to work. Drink 
tea instead of coffee. Eat lunch 
in a different place.

Do something to reduce 
stress. Take a hot bath, exer-
cise, or read a book.

Plan something enjoyable 
to do every day.

Drink a lot of water and 
other fluids.

correctly.
Medications can help you 

stop smoking and lessen the 
urge to smoke.

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has 
approved the following medi-
cations to help one quit smok-
ing.

Available by prescrip-
tion: Bupropion SR (Zyban), 
Varenicline (Chantix), nicotine 
inhaler, nicotine nasal spray. 
Available over-the-counter:  
nicotine gum, nicotine patch, 
and nicotine lozenges

Remember to ask a health-
care provider for advice and 
carefully read the information 
on the package.

more letters than it can 
publish, a sampling of the 
letters will be printed and 
others will be available 
online at RRecord.com.

Email “thanks giving” 
letters to editor@RRecord.
com, fax them to 435-2632 
or drop them off at the 
Record office at 27 North 
Main Street in Kilmar-
nock.

The deadline for submit-
ting letters is noon Friday, 
November 18.

Because Thanksgiv-
ing falls on a Thursday, 
the Record will appear on 
Wednesday, November 23, 
and deadlines will be on 
Monday, November 21. The 
deadline for display ads is 
10 a.m. and the deadline 
for classified ads and news 
is noon.

The Record office will 
be closed Thursday and 
Friday, November 24 and 
25, for the Thanksgiving 
holiday.

Hospital urges participation
in Great American Smokeout

or difficult situations. Most 
relapses occur within the first 
three months after quitting. 
Don’t be discouraged if one 
starts smoking again. Most 
people try several times before 
they finally quit.

Among difficult situations, 
avoid alcohol. When one 
drinks alcohol, it lowers one’s 
chances for success.

Avoid other smokers. Being 
around smoking can make one 
want to smoke.  

Be aware of weight gain. 
Many smokers will gain 
weight when they quit, usu-
ally less than 10 pounds.  Eat 
a healthy diet and stay active. 
Don’t let weight gain distract 
one from one’s main goal – 
quitting smoking. Some quit-
smoking medications may 
help delay weight gain.

Be aware of bad mood, or 
depression. There are a lot of 
ways to improve one’s mood 
other than smoking.

 According to The American 

Cancer Society, smokers who 
quit can add up to eight years 
to their lives. The American 
Cancer Society works every-
day to create a world with less 
cancer and more birthdays, 
and by quitting smoking, 
you can take one of the most 
important steps toward help-
ing make this world a real-
ity. Join The Great American 
Smokeout today.
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WE’VE MOVED!
Now located behind The Earth Store

435-1358
550 N. Main Street

Kilmarnock
nnfencecompany.com

435-1358
550 N. Main Street

Kilmarnock
nnfencecompany.com

Formerly Irvington Fence Company

Doug Wilt 
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477

Visions of talent
Annika Jenkins performs with the Northern Neck Orchestra Saturday night at the 
Lancaster Middle School Theater in Kilmarnock. The orchestra’s 21st season opener 
was entitled “Visions and Dreams.” The 16-year-old from Virginia Beach is a student 
of Laurel Springs Academy for the Gifted and Talented and an honors student at the 
pre-college division of Juilliard School. Under the direction of conductor Guy Hayden, 
the orchestra performed a number of popular and introspective selections. Photo by 
Audrey Thomasson.

WARSAW—Volunteers 
on October 23 helped clean 
up Northern Neck beaches, 
shores and waterways. The 
events were coordinated 
by Northern Neck Soil & 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict staff Kathy Clarke 
and Faye Andrashko.

 In a two-hour span, 
helpers collected over 
a quarter ton of debris. 
One cleanup was held at 
a  Kilmarnock munici-
pal parking lot site that 
sheds water (with trash) 
into the Eastern Branch 
of the Corrotoman, said 
Andrashko. The other was 
held along the shoreline 
at Jones Creek Landing in 
Richmond County. Trash 
from these watershed 
areas potentially impacts 
the Chesapeake Bay and 
beyond, she added. 

At the landing, 27 help-

ers rounded up a whopping 
540 pounds of trash. The 
haul included 276 glass 
bottles, 139 beverage cans, 
and hundreds of pieces of 
plastic food containers, 
wrappers, bags, building 
materials, cigarette butts 
and many other debris, said 
Andrashko. Propane cylin-
ders, chairs, cushions, car 
parts, tires and a battery 
were also retrieved.

She thanks Friends of the 
Rappahannock staff Rich-
ard Moncure and Lowery 
Pemberton, who brought 
canoes and assisted with 
the pickup; Mike Slaw, 
who disposed of the 540 
pounds of litter; and Big L 
Tire of Warsaw, who took 
the tires for recycling at no 
charge.

In the parking lot, a 
team of two rounded up 
42 pounds of litter from a 

Tragic fall sparks an epic journey as young man walks
across country to raise money and awareness for MS

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will meet at 7:30 
p.m. tonight, November 10, 
in the town hall on Steamboat 
Road. 

Zoning administrator Bob 
Hardesty will give updates on 
the demolition of a house on 
town property on Chesapeake 
Drive, a request for a pump 
and haul sewage service by 
a winery, and the status of 
the former Irvington Marina 
property.

Under old business, coun-
cil will discuss options for 
addressing the deer popula-
tion in town and the auditor’s 
report. Council member Bob 
Westbrook will report on 
CERT disaster training for 
citizens.

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster school board
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
November 14, in the media 
room at Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock.

Agenda items include pre-
sentations by Bill Warren on 
the Mercer Place apartments, 
school superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Lukich and Stephen 
Zengel on the school website, 
and Dr. Lukich on a school 
fi nance plan for fi scal year 
2012-13. 

Dr. Lukich also will pres-
ent strategic plan goals, orga-
nization chart revisions and a 
school calendar study for next 
year.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 
5 p.m. Thursday, November 
10, in the courts building at 
39 Judicial Place in Heaths-
ville.

David Rose of Davenport 
and Company will lead a dis-
cussion on fi nancing options 
for Reedville Sanitary Dis-
trict improvements.

Public hearings scheduled 
for 7 p.m. include a request 
from Timothy and Marjorie 
Gibbons to construct a 30-by-
40-foot private storage build-
ing near Buzzard Point Road 
at Fairport and a request to 
abandon the last 461.58 feet of 
Route 659 (Menhaden Road) 
at the entrance to Omega Pro-
tein Inc. near Reedville.

The board also will con-
sider a carry-over item 
request by Edward and Jo 
Anne Adams for a permit to 
construct a 13-by-34-by-20-
foot open-sided boathouse on 
Taskmaker Creek at 650 Task-
maker Lane near Tibitha.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will meet 
at 5 p.m. Thursday, November 
17, in the courts building at 39 
Judicial Place in Heathsville.

At 7 p.m. public hearings 
will be held to address the 
“additional regulations” sec-
tion of the zoning ordinance 
and the defi nition of a tourist 
home.

L OT T S B U R G — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, November 14, at 
2172 Northumberland High-
way in Lottsburg.

Agenda items include dis-
cussion of a proposed Hon-

KILMARNOCK—The 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation will hold 
a public hearing Thursday, 
November 10, on a proposed 
through-truck restriction for 
Main Street in downtown Kil-
marnock.

The meeting will begin at 
4 p.m. at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street in Kilmarnock.

The Town of Kilmarnock 
has requested the restriction.

Written comments may be 
submitted at the hearing or 
by November 21 to residency 
administrator David Brown at 
VDOT, 734 Barnfi eld Road, 
Warsaw, VA 22572. 

Volunteers contribute 
to bay cleanup eff orts

stormwater basin area, said 
Andrashko. Some 231 ciga-
rette butts, 169 food wrap-
pers, 89 beverage cans, a 
large tarp, a PVC pipe, and 
67 glass bottles were among 
the haul. They also found 
building supplies, strap-
ping, tobacco packaging, 
food containers, plastic and 
paper bags, many pieces of 
styrofoam and plastic and 
eating utensils. 

This annual event is part 
of the Ocean Conservan-
cy’s International Coastal 
Cleanup, the world’s larg-
est volunteer effort to col-
lect data on litter and trash 
in the aquatic environ-
ment, she said. Clean VA 
Waterways of Longwood 
University coordinates the 
Virginia events. The data 
is used by agencies world-
wide to make decisions 
and create resources.

“Please consider how 
small, responsible actions 
on the part of individuals 
can contribute in a posi-
tive way to our everyday 
Northern Neck existence,” 
said Andrashko.

To form a team or 
volunteer for these 
annual fall events, con-
tact Andrashko at faye.
andrashko@nnswcd.org, 
or 804-333-3525, ext 113.

KILMARNOCK—On 
November 18, Stephen 
Homsey, founder of Steps for 
MS, will arrive at the Loews 
Coronado Beach Resort in 
San Diego, Calif., completing 
a walk across America which 
began in Boston, Mass., on 
May 10.

His 3,500 mile, 184-day 
long journey is an effort to 
raise money and awareness 
for multiple sclerosis. The 
decision to make the trip 
came from Homsey’s desire 
to give meaning to a diffi cult, 
personal experience, he said.  

Stephen Homsey is the son 
of Linda Nelson and Kenneth 
Homsey. Nelson grew up in 
Kilmarnock and she and her 
husband are part-time resi-

dents of Weems. The younger 
Homsey has spent a good part 
of his life enjoying Lancaster 
County with his family and 
extended family living in the 
area.

On Mother’s Day in 2009, 
Homsey found himself 
alone, broken, and helpless 
in a Boston alley after fall-
ing approximately 40 feet 
off the side of a building, he 
explains. Sustaining a broken 
spine, two broken heels, a 
broken wrist, and a broken 
ankle, it was a long recovery 
before Homsey was able to 
walk again.

Several months of con-
valescence gave him plenty 
of time to refl ect on how he 
could turn such a negative 

experience into a positive one. 
He decided to walk across the 
country for the approximately 
400,000 Americans living 
with MS and began his cross-
country journey on the two-
year anniversary of his fall.

Mindful that his accident 
could have killed him or left 
him permanently immobile, 
Homsey began to ask, “What 
if I couldn’t recover and had 
to struggle with immobility 
the rest of my life? I couldn’t 
experience that fall, be given 
a second chance through full 
recovery, and not do some-
thing to make a difference,” 
said Homsey.

He began learning all he 
could about multiple sclerosis 
and the people impacted by 
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the disease. “To some degree 
I related to their loss of mobil-
ity and the struggle that you 
and your family endure when 
faced with a sudden change 
in physical abilities,” said 
Homsey. “Fortunately, mine 
was temporary, but for people 
with MS, it is permanent.”  

Multiple sclerosis is a dis-
ease that affects the nervous 
system resulting in loss of 
muscle control, vision, bal-
ance and sensation. Symptoms 
and the degree of severity vary 
greatly ranging from numb-
ness in the limbs to paralysis. 
The disease also places a sig-
nifi cant strain on the fi nancial 
reserves and mental health of 
patients and their family. There 
is no cure, yet, for MS. 

Hoping to inspire others, 
Homsey maintains a blog at 
steps4ms.org where he posts 
daily updates for his support-
ers and followers. He also is 
videotaping the trip and plans 
to produce a documentary 
about his journey and the dis-
ease. He has made frequent 
stops along his route to inter-
view individuals battling MS, 
their families, and various 
doctors and specialists treat-
ing patients with MS. 

Steps for MS was founded 
in 2010 by Homsey to pro-
vide relief and support for 
those who are suffering from 
multiple sclerosis and their 

families. For a complete map 
and route of his walk, to learn 
more about Steps for MS, or 
to make a donation or offer 
support, visit steps4ms.org. 

New offi cers elected
The U.S. Marine Corps League 1062 recently elected offi cers. From left are publicity 
chairman Lance Marston, paymaster Joan Maloy, junior vice commandant Lester 
Lewis, commandant Dennis Spillane, senior vice commandant Kevin Maloy, adjutant/
historian Nancy Banes and sergeant at arms Robert Jones.

eywell contract for energy 
savings and a resolution in 
support of public education to 
be sent to the governor.


