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HEATHSVILLE—Major crimes 
from Warsaw to Kilmarnock and 
Heathsville have area law enforce-
ment agencies working together in 
a tri-county Sheriffs’ Investigative 
Task Force that extends beyond 
county borders.

According to officials, the benefits 
are two-fold: more cases are solved 
and shared assets keep costs down. 

Since its inception more than 
three years ago, the sheriff’s depart-
ments and Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney offices in Lancaster, Northum-
berland and Richmond counties 
have been sharing resources and 
manpower on cases involving drug 
dealings, gangs and violent crimes 
such as murder and rape. 

“The way you solve cases is with 
shared information,” said Northum-
berland County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jane Wrightson. “These 
people are cross sworn and flow 
between counties. It allows counties 
to alert other investigators and know 

the cases being worked on.” 
Commonwealth’s Attorneys 

Wrightson, C. Jeffers Schmidt in 
Lancaster and Wayne Emery in 
Richmond County work together 
as special counsel to a multi-juris-
dictional grand jury formed in 1996 
that convenes twice a month to ques-
tion witnesses to major crimes and 
secure indictments. 

Special agents with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA), U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) and Vir-
ginia State Police also participate.

“Everyone works together,” 
said investigator Jim Bruce of the 
Northumberland County Sheriff’s 
Department. “Each sheriff and Com-
monwealth’s Attorney is in control 
in their county.” 

With the proliferation of national 
and local gangs, the task force also 
maintains a data base on known gang 
members in the area, said Bruce. 

When a serial rapist terrorized Kil-
marnock residents nearly two years 

ago, the task force quickly wove a 
web of security in the town. Police 
from neighboring counties joined 
local officers and patrolled residen-
tial areas each night. Additionally, a 
state police profiler was consulted 
for information on the psychological 
and behavioral profile to guide focus 
to potential suspects.   

“The other two counties supplied 
the electronic surveillance equip-
ment that was placed in neighbor-
hoods, trees and in a victim’s home 
in case he returned,” said Lancaster 
investigator Joanie Kent. “The addi-
tional assistance and resources came 
at no additional costs.”

A young man fitting the profile 
was captured a couple of weeks later 
at his sister’s home in Baltimore 
after he raped and attempted to kill 
a woman there. 

Kent, who got him to confess to 
the Kilmarnock assaults, said the 
profiler had predicted the intense 
patrol in Kilmarnock might “push 
him out of his comfort zone.” He 

The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck has raised more 

than $508,000, making it possible 
for the club to receive A $400,000 
matching grant from the Freder-
icksburg-based Sunshine Lady 
Foundation, according to board 
president Ed Fuehrer.

“We cannot thank the com-
munity enough for supporting the 
children and youth of the Northern 
Neck,” said Fuehrer. “Doris Buffett 
saw the difference we are making 
in the lives of young people here, 
and challenged us to make the 
same commitment she was willing 
to make. And we did, exceeding 
her expectations. So on behalf of 
the club, we thank you for your 
generosity.”

Buffett will visit the club 
November 12 to meet those who 
contributed and helped the club 
meet her challenge to match the 
grant from the Sunshine Lady 
Foundation. The reception for 
donors will include tours of the 
club by children and teen mem-
bers.

 The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck will serve more 
than 400 children and teens in 
2011, according to executive direc-
tor Larry Long. Average daily 
attendance is about 120 for the 
after school program. Membership 
in the club is up 30% in 2011.

The funds raised will allow 
the club to address such items as 
completing the renovations on the 
Education and Recreation Center, 
formerly a lumber warehouse, so 
that it can be used for activities 
year-round, expanding  programs, 
accepting more student members, 

reducing the debt on the build-
ing, making repairs, and funding 
ongoing programming. The club’s 
annual budget is about $500,000, 
and it has a substantial mortgage 
remaining on the building at 517 
North Main Street. 

Buffett’s decision to challenge 
the Northern Neck community 
to support the Boys & Girls Club 
came after she visited the club 
December 6. She called unexpect-
edly that morning and said she 
would be there by 2 p.m. to tour 
the club and meet staff, any board 
members who could join her on 
short notice, and most importantly, 
the children.

After visiting the club, she said, 
“I really believe in what you are 
doing and am deeply impressed 
with the quality and commitment 
of your staff as well as the pro-
grams you are offering. I want to 
help you help these children.”

Buffett had become interested 
in the club as a result of a letter-
writing correspondence with board 
member and former Fredericks-
burg resident George Van Sant.

“When Ms. Buffett asked us if 
we thought the community was up 
to the challenge of matching her 
gift, we immediately said yes,” said 
fund drive chairman Craig Kelly. 
“We knew the kind of neighbors 
we had in our community and 
how generous the people of the 
Northern Neck are. We cannot 
thank enough the 390 individuals, 
organizations, clubs, churches, 
businesses, foundations and anony-
mous donors who proved again 
we are a giving and loving com-
munity.”

Boys & Girls Club 
exceeds $400,000 
challenge grant goal

Boys & Girls Club members celebrate passing the challenge match goal.

IRVINGTON—It’s mating 
season for deer and that means 
drivers need to watch out for 
bucks and does darting across 
the roadways. Adding to the 
safety problem for citizens is the 
number of deer seeking refuge in 
urban settings during the hunt-
ing season and spreading Lyme 
disease-carrying ticks. 

Hoping to find a solution to 
the increasing number of deer 
within Irvington’s town limits, 
town council recently invited 
Todd Engelmeyer, district wild-
life biologist for the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries, to address the issue.  

“Virginia is ranked number 
three in the nation for deer/auto 
collisions,” said Engelmeyer. 
Noting the proliferation of the 
deer population around the 
state, specifically in towns and 
residential communities, he 
said deer migrate to places that 
are safe from hunters which is 
why residents are seeing more 
deer in their neighborhoods 
including places like densely 
populated Northern Virginia.

“Deer love a refuge type of 
town. It’s a better habitat for 
deer because they’re not being 
hunted,” he said.

Hunting is the only way to 
manage the deer population in 
Virginia, said Engelmeyer. “It 
puts social pressure on the deer 
and they start acting like deer,” 
running away from people 
rather than ignoring them.

“The most effective and 
efficient method available for 
managing deer populations in 
urban settings is for landowners 
to permit bow hunting on their 
property,” he said.

As an extreme example of the 
problem, he said town officials 
in Chincoteague have resorted 

to allowing rifle hunting of deer 
within town limits.    

The problem has become 
so extensive across the state 
that DGIF extended the urban 
archery deer management 
season which now begins in 
September and ends in March. 
Additionally, he said hunters 
are now allowed to kill one of 
each sex each day during the 
hunting season.

“Virginia farmers have the 
right to kill deer damaging their 
crops” anytime, he added. How-
ever, while homeowners are also 
allowed to protect their prop-
erty from ornamental damage, 
they must obtain a permit out-
side the hunting season.

Councilman Wayne Nunnally 
expressed concern that the large 
deer population in Irvington 
brings the risk of Lyme disease-
carrying ticks which can infect 
humans. While he noted there is 
only one known case of the dis-
ease in Irvington, he said it was 
one case too many. 

“There should probably be 
some public education” for res-
idents on bow-hunting within 
town limits, said Bob West-
brook. 

Planning commission chair 
Bob Morrison explained that 
responsible hunters are famil-
iar with the rules, but property 
owners allowing hunters on 
their land need to be educated 
so they aren’t alarmed when 
they find a man with a bow and 
arrow slinking by their windows 
early in the morning. 

In order for the town to be 
incorporated into the urban 
deer management system, 
Engelmeyer said council will 
need to write a letter to the 
agency. 

Council plans to continue 
the discussion at the November 
meeting.

From left are (front row) Commonwealth’s Attorneys Jane Wrightson, Jeff Schmidt and Wayne Emory; 
(next row) Sheriffs Chuck Wilkins, Ronnie Crockett and Dougie Bryant. Photo by Ashley O’Bier.

Task force continues to fight crime
collectively in the Northern Neck

by Audrey Thomasson

Council targets
deer population

by Audrey Thomasson

TASK FORCE, continued on page A2
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was convicted in Maryland 
earlier this year and is serv-
ing a 40-year sentence. DNA 
also matched him to previous 
unsolved rape cases in Balti-
more, and those court cases 
are pending. 

Schmidt said he is work-
ing with the governor’s offi ce 
to have him extradited to Vir-
ginia to stand trial.

Lancaster Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett said having the task 
force in place helped law 
enforcement quickly respond 
in Kilmarnock. “Working 
together benefi ts all of us 
when you look at the number 
of solved cases in all three 
counties. It saves manpower 
and resources. We all deal 
with the same people crossing 
county lines. Working together 
stopped a lot of that.” 

While the task force forges 
ahead with current cases, they 
also are investigating cold 
cases, including the 2006 
murder of a young man whose 
body was found in Lodge 
Creek near Callao. 

“On a regular basis, we’re 
following up leads, using every 
state and federal resource 
we have available to us,” 
said Northumberland Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins. “We’ve had 
more resources available to us 
on this one case than any case 
we’ve ever had.”

Different agencies have 
made equipment and man-
power available to the search 
effort, including helicopters 
for locating the victim’s car 
and dive teams who found the 
car in the river after discover-
ing minute traces of oil on the 
surface. Despite the age of 
the case, Wilkins said, “We’re 
not going to stop until we get 

K I L M A R N O C K —
Amendments to the town’s 
sign ordinance prohibiting 
animated signs and limiting 
electronic message boards 
prompted one council 
member to take them per-
sonally.

“Let’s call it what it is...
the Donahue ban-the-sign 
ordinance,” said councilman 
Shawn Donahue, a business 
owner in town. “That’s what 

HEATHSVILLE—The 
possible repercussions of a 
proposed tourist home defi ni-
tion change were brought to 
the attention of the Northum-
berland planning commission 
last Thursday.

After discussion with the 
county attorney, staff sug-
gested changing the defi ni-
tion of a tourist home from “a 
dwelling where only lodging is 
provided for compensation for 
14 or fewer persons (in contra-
diction to hotels and boarding 
houses) and open transients” 
to “an owner-occupied dwell-
ing having rooms for lease on 
a temporary basis (i.e. not as 
a residence) and which may 
provide meals to its transient 
guests. 

The proposed language 
excludes those houses being 
rented on a daily, weekly and/
or monthly basis since a tour-
ist home would be defi ned as 
owner-occupied. 

Recently, the county became 
aware of situations where 
individuals were renting their 
houses on a daily, weekly and/
or monthly basis. This type of 
activity, due to the way it is 
currently defi ned within the 
county’s zoning ordinance, 
falls under the defi nition of a 
tourist home. 

“One of the key things here 
is that we didn’t have a time 
frame in our defi nition,” said 
assistant county administrator 
Luttrell Tadlock.

“It is not the intent of the 
county’s zoning ordinance to 
regulate the renting of homes 
on a temporary or long-term 

basis; therefore, county staff 
has discussed possible defi -
nition clarifi cation with the 
county attorney,” he noted in 
a related staff report.

In addition to two letters 
of opposition to the way the 
new defi nition is written, the 
commission received com-
ments addressing the unde-
sired implications of the new 
language.

“If you look at the pro-
posed defi nition the way it is 
written, the normal connota-
tion of a short-term vacation 
rental would now be excluded 
from that defi nition. What 
you would be redoing by this 
amendment is releasing that 
term from the entirety of your 
ordinance. There would be no 
other place in the ordinance 
where that term would arise. 
So what you’ve done is lifted 
all restrictions on short-term 
vacation rentals in the entire 
county,” said Edward Kazen-
ske of Reedville.

Kazenske noted the cur-
rent defi nition of tourist home 
incorporates short-term vaca-
tion rental in its defi nition and 
is precluded in R-3 and C-1 
districts. He suggested the 
redefi ned defi nition would 
easily allow short-term vaca-
tion rentals in those districts 
impacting the living envi-
ronments of those currently 
residing in those areas.

“Mr. Tadlock raised the 
issue that the current defi ni-
tion does not really incor-
porate a time frame. I would 
submit that’s true. But I’d 
also submit that the redefi ned 
defi nition doesn’t incorporate 

a time frame of any respects 
in that proposed defi nition if 
that is the reason this is being 
brought before the board,” 
said Kazenske.

Tad Bass of Reedville said, 
“The current zoning is there 
for a reason. We think that the 
long-standing defi nition of 
tourist home is proper and it 
serves a very useful purpose 
in our view because it helps 
keep residential areas residen-
tial.”

Others suggested the pro-
posed defi nition sounds more 
like a bed and breakfast than 
a tourist home because of the 
occupancy requirement and 
mention of meals. 

 “It seems to me that if you 
regulate boarding houses and 
guest houses and hotels in all 
of these districts to one extent 
or another it would be totally 
inconsistent not to regulate 
this type of activity,” said Bob 
Zymet, also of Reedville.

To remedy this, chairman 
George Kranda suggested 
taking out the occupancy 
requirement. He also noted 
that it was unfortunate the 
commission didn’t get to read 
the letters of opposition before 
the hearing. 

Commissioner Alfred 
Fisher said, “We want to clean 
this up and have it clear and 
concise with the public.” 

With a motion from Bill 
Kling and a second from vice 
chairman Garfi eld Parker, 
the commission deferred on 
voting to do some more work 
on the issue. Any new defi ni-
tion will require another hear-
ing.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors will meet 
at 7 p.m. tonight (October 
27) at the Lancaster County 
Administration Building in 
Lancaster.

A public hearing will be 
held on a proposed ordinance 
to allow the county to co-hold 
conservation easements with 
property owners.

Conservation easements 
are a way of preserving open 
space and farmland from 
development while giving a 
tax break to property owners. 
If passed, the proposed ordi-
nance would allow the land to 
remain a conservation ease-
ment in perpetuity. 

The proposed ordinance 
follows themes in the compre-
hensive plan to preserve open 
space, woodlands and farms.

Supervisors also will make 
a decision on a request from 
Virginia Power to erect a sub-
station on a 14.8-acre lot on 
Old Salem Road near Ring 
Farm Road.

Council updates sign ordinance
by Audrey Thomasson it’s all about. Let’s not sugar-

coat it. VDOT sets the sign 
ordinances. All the town is 
doing is creating another 
layer of bureaucracy.”

The amendments, which 
were recommended by 
the planning commission, 
address the newer medium 
of electronic signage not 
covered in the original ordi-
nance. As written, animated 
signage was banned from 
town and limits were put 
on the placement of elec-
tronic message boards and 
the length of time between 
messages. It limited elec-
tronic signs to one per busi-
ness. 

During a public hearing 
October 17, Donahue also 
questioned the defi nition 
portion of the ordinance 
that referred to Bed and 
Breakfast inns. 

“Another section states 
‘...a Bed and Breakfast 
building on a half acre’ is 
limited to six rooms...I can 
only have six rooms?” he 
asked.

Councilwoman Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn noted that 
question was not pertinent 

to the proposed changes in 
the sign ordinance. 

When there were no other 
comments, Nunn made 
a motion to approve the 
changes. The motion was 
seconded by member Denis 
Bouslough and passed 
4-1, with Donahue voting 
against. Member Paul Jones 
was not in attendance.

By a unanimous 5-0 vote, 
council adopted amend-
ments to the nuisance ordi-
nance that placed adminis-
tration fees of $75 on each 
offense with escalating 
penalties for repeat offend-
ers who do not mow their 
lawns. 

By 5-0 votes, council 
also passed amendments 
to two ordinances dealing 
with the Technology Zone 
and the Kilmarnock Enter-
prise Zone. Updated incen-
tives include fee rebates 
and a 6-year limit was set 
during which a business 
can receive reductions on 
the business tax. Changes 
to the incentive programs 
must also be adopted by all 
fi ve Enterprise Zones in the 
Northern Neck.

some kind of satisfaction.”
Wilkins said the three sher-

iff’s departments are working 
well together, “...better now 
than at any other time in my 
28-year career, with regular 
support from additional agen-
cies.”

The Richmond County 
Sheriff’s Department in 2010 
stopped the largest marijuana 
grow operation in the state 
when they located and dis-
mantled three separate grow-
ing fi elds with a collective 
street value of $63 million. 
Sheriff Douglas Bryant cred-
ited the bust to the cooperative 
efforts of offi cers from neigh-
boring counties in obtaining 
tips on the location of the 
fi elds and helping to dismantle 
them. With DEA and National 
Guard helicopters, the task 
force  continues to monitor 
the area, looking for new grow 
operations.

Because of the area’s prox-
imity to Richmond, Newport 
News and Baltimore/Wash-
ington, a large amount of 
drugs can fl ow through the 
Northern Neck, and big-time 
dealers occasionally hide out 
here, said FBI agent Bruce 
Hough.

“The amount of drugs 
down here is staggering,” said 
Hough. “No one (in federal 
law enforcement) was paying 
attention to the Northern 
Neck.”

But the task force’s 2008 
capture near Alphonso of two 
drug dealers wanted by the FBI 
put a spotlight on the region 
and gained the cooperation of 
federal agencies, he said.

“Do we stop the fl ow of 
drugs to the region? No, but 
we’re doing everything we 
can to curtail it,” said Wright-
son. “We work on it every day. 
There’s not enough money in 
anyone’s budget to take care of 
crime in the Northern Neck, 
so we banded together to take 
care of it.”

Prior to the task force, inves-
tigations ended at county lines, 
said Wrightson. Some years 
back, there was a history of 
the counties working together. 
“The sheriffs felt it was impor-
tant to revive it...” she added. 
“There’s no question we solve 
more crimes together and 
faster than if working alone.”

Wrightson said working 
cooperatively doesn’t just 
happen—it takes a certain 
dynamic to make it happen. 
“You have to work on it all the 
time. You can’t run your case 
up the fl ag pole; you have to 
keep egos under control...not 
be territorial.”

“There is a very unusual 
dynamic down here,” added 
special agent Hough. “It’s an 
unbelievable tight group of 
people.”

Schmidt said offi cers get 
little credit for their hard work 
in fi ghting the war against 
crime in the Northern Neck. 
It is very much a team effort 
among the three county sher-
iff’s departments and Com-
monwealth’s Attorneys, he 
added. “Statistics are hard 
to cite, but we believe drug 
crimes are down 30%, in 
part due to our cooperative 
efforts.” 

Crowd enjoys the show
Spectators lined the sidewalks for a view of the Lancaster High School Marching Red 
Devil Band last Saturday during the annual band day and Cow-O-Dungo celebration. 
The fundraiser included a performance by the Lancaster Middle School band, food, 
silent auction, children’s infl atables and a raffl e drawing. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Commission defers action
on tourist home defi nition

by Shannon Rice

Task Force
continued from page A1
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What he needs is in your hands:
the goodness of God.

     When he sees the miracle of filthy, disease-laden water turned into clean, clear water, he sees a tangible picture of 
what Jesus does in the lives of those who believe in Him. He cleanses us, washing away the filth of the past, so that we 
can offer our lives as vessels of hope to our "neighbors" around the world, ". . . the least of these brothers and sisters of     

Mine. . ." (Matthew 25:31-46).

This is the Living Water message: the dramatic, life-embracing transformation of the elements 
of earthly lives through the provision of purified, safe, life-saving water along with the true 
hope of life forevermore.

Let us always marvel at and celebrate clean water's power to transform the human soul.

What if you could not only save and transform one life, but more so thousands by par-
ticipating in one event, including an entry fee per person of only $10.00 – or by making a 
contribution at that level, or higher, if you cannot participate?

Your funding, through either method, will be spread through every bolt, clamp, hose, so-
lar panel, filter, etc. in a Living Water Sustainable Treatment System that will purify 
up to 10,000 gallons of contaminated water daily, serving 3,000-plus people, especially 
woman and children, for many years to come.

You are invited to "come and see" (John 1:39).

Walk for Water
watermissions.org 

Your gift may seem to be inconsequential by itself, but, together with others, 
       it will help to create and sustain almost immeasurably positive consequences.

• October 29, 2011 (a Saturday)
• 9 AM until approximately 1 PM
• Registration: 9:00 to 9:30
• Gather and start: Grace Church, 
 South Main Street, Kilmarnock
• Walk: 1/2 mile up to 3-1/2 miles, 
 as you are able
• Individuals - Couples - Families
 Groups-Teams

• Music - Balloons - Post/Walk Free Gift - and more!
• Meet some great people - make some new friends
• Have a lot of safe, joyful fun for a wonderful cause
 

Or: Just come and see a "live" system in operation 
 from 9 AM to 1 PM - and, perhaps, make a contribution.
Or: Mail your contribution to Glenn Cockrell, payable to
 Water Missions International, at P. O. Box 125, Irvington, VA 22480.

Call Glenn with questions or for details: 804-438-6677.

End of the month 

20-80% off entire stock 
of handbags

Retired Vietri 50% off

Large Selection 
of Jewelry 33%-50% off

Children’s Clearance Selection
of Shirts, sweaters, pants 

Reg: $14-$39 
Now: $4.99

Beautify before the holidays
all Beatriz Ball Metal Servingware 

Save 20%
Decorator Pillows 50% off

Freshen up for entertaining
All tablecloths Save 20%

Caspari Paper Napkins and giftwrap 
Save 20%

All Lighting Save 20%

Beads that fi t all bracelets
Reg: $34-$69
Special: $25

All Picture Frames
25% off

Estate & One of a Kind 
Merchandise Specials 

and So Much More!

WWW.SPECIALSLTD.COM
68 South Main St – Kilmarnock

804-435-8758

End of bin wine sale! 
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Mon.-Sat. 10-6

CLEARANCE SALE!

EUROPEAN
RIVER CRUISE SPECIAL

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Get ready for a special vacation in Europe! 
Join us on a leisurely 13-day river cruise from 

Vienna to Amsterdam Sept. 18-30, 2012
Prices for cruise start at less than

$5,000 per person with a 
$500 early booking discount. 

Don’t wait--call us now for more information.

The Northern Neck Farm Museum on 
October 8  hosted 140 guests for its third 

Farm to Fork Harvest Dinner.
Tables were set between the museum and 

a neighboring corn field, reported museum 
director John Jenkins. The dinner high-
lighted pork, oysters and vegetables from the 
Northern Neck, prepared on site by a local 
chef and served in the field as the sun set. 

“The twice-a-year event is a wonderful 

opportunity to remind and educate the public 
of the Northern Neck’s rich agricultural tra-
dition,” said Jenkins.

 Museum exhibits include the early 
American Indians who grew maize, squash 
and beans to the present-day farmer manag-
ing hundreds of acres of corn, soybeans, and 
small grains.

For museum tours and special events, visit 
nnfarmmuseum.org.

KILMARNOCK—It is 
now more convenient to pay 
Town of Kilmarnock real 
estate and personal property 
taxes, according to town 
treasurer Judy Stevens. The 
town offers online capability 
to pay real estate and per-
sonal property taxes through 
its website.

“This is a feature that has 
been added for the 2011 tax 
year and enables citizens 
to pay by credit card at any 
time,” said Stevens.

Citizens access Kilmar-
nock’s online service for util-
ity payments and real estate 
and personal property tax 
payments at kilmarnockva.
com/online-payments. All 
payments require the use 
of an email account to get 
started. For personal prop-
erty taxes, a password will 
be established.

Kilmarnock’s real estate tax 
rate remains at $.10 per $100 
of assessed value. Personal 
property rates are $.16 per 
$100 for Kilmarnock parcels 
in Lancaster County and $.40 
per $100 for those parcels in 
Northumberland County.

All taxes are due Decem-
ber 5, 2011. A late pay-
ment of 10% is added as of 
December 6 with 8% inter-

The recent Farm to Fork Harvest Dinner offered a menu of fresh Northern Neck 
products. Photo by Terry Cosgrove

Farm museum serves harvest dinner

Town announces tax payment options
est accruing monthly for 
taxes still unpaid as of July 
1, 2012. Payments post 
marked by the due date will 
be considered timely.

Acceptable forms of pay-
ment online are VISA , Mas-
terCard and Discover cards. 
There will be an additional 
convenience fee applied 

to each transaction. Fees 
are $2.50 per utility pay-
ment and 2.5% of the total 
amount for real estate and 
personal property taxes. The 
convenience fees are not 
applied to your utility or tax 
account. Cash and checks 
are accepted at the Town 
Office in person, or by mail.
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3rd Annual
Northern Neck Shrine Club

Band Concert
featuring

ACCA Temple Million Dollar Band
and the Northern Neck Big Band
Northumberland High School Auditorium

Sunday, November 6, 2011
3:00 p.m.

Donation: $5.00 
to benefit the Shriners Hospitals

Tickets compliments of 
Barbour Printing Services 

Tickets available at
Callao Car Center

804-529-6969
804-580-0865

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisher-
ies recently appointed a 
new conservation police 
officer to serve Lancaster 
County.

“After 29 weeks at the 
Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries 
Law Enforcement Acad-
emy, I am proud to say I 
am at my new assignment 
in Lancaster County,” said 
conservation police officer 
J.R. Thomas. “I am glad to 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers is seeking informa-
tion regarding two recent 
thefts.

Sometime between Octo-
ber 13 and 14, a 3500 watt 
generator was stolen from 
4961 Morattico Road where 
a house is under construc-
tion.

The generator is black 
and yellow in color with the 
name Van on its side.

On October 18, officers 
took a report of stolen tools 
including ladders, pipe 
wrenches, bolt cutters, a 
circular saw and chisels, as 
well as other items from a 
shed at 225 Steamboat Road 
in Irvington.

A white Chevrolet van 
with grey rocker panels 
on the side was seen in the 
area.

Report information about 
the stolen property or the 
van to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463. 

If your information is 
useful to law enforcement 
you could receive a reward 
up to $1,000. You do not 
have to give your name, or 
appear in court if you call 
on the Crime Solver Line 
at 462-7463. This line is not 
recorded.

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crock-
ett this week reported 
charges against eight indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Susan M. King, 23, of 
Black Stump Road was 
charged October 18 with 
sale/distribution of mari-
juana (felony), distribu-
tion of drugs to a minor 
(felony), and contributing 
to the delinquency of a 
minor.

Jimmy C. West Jr., 37, 
of Black Stump Road was 
charged October 18 with 
distribution of drugs to 
minor (felony), sale/distri-
bution of marijuana, and 
contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor. 

Ronnie R. Gregory, 
47, of Wilson Lane was 
charged October 18 with 
a third offense of larceny 
(felony) and trespassing.

Kevin J. Hall, 24, of 
Regina Road was charged 
October 19 with two 
counts of forgery and 
uttering, and two counts of 
grand larceny in Lancaster 
County, and one count of 
grand larceny and two 
counts of conspiracy to 
commit grand larceny in 
Northumberland County, 
all felonies.
Misdemeanors

A Regina Road man, 
27, was charged October 
19 for failure to appear in 
court.

A Reynolds Farm Road 
man, 41, was charge Octo-
ber 19 with contempt of a 
Madison County court.

A Wilson Lane man, 47, 
was charged October 19 
with violation of bond.

 An Oak Hill Road 
woman, 55, was charged 
October 23 with brandish-
ing a firearm.  
Activity report

Oct. 17:  Staff notified 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation of a traf-
fic sign repair needed 
at Mary Ball and Merry 
Point roads and received 
an under-aged drinking 
and failure to supervise a 
juvenile complaint from a 
concerned citizen (juve-
nile probation officer 
notified). 

Oct. 18:   Staff received 
a larceny report from the 
1600 block of Irvington 
Road (scrap metal, $25 
loss), an abuse/neglect 
report from the Depart-
ment of Social Services, 
a destruction of property 
report from a Kelley Neck 
Road resident (telephone 
line, $20 loss), and a lar-
ceny report from Steam-
boat Road (set of 5” scaf-
fold wheels, set of 7” 
scaffold wheels, pair of 
aluminum ladder jacks, 
12 pipe wrenches, 18” 
bolt cutters, cold chisels, 
assorted wood rasps and 
files, Craftsman 7” circu-
lar saw, $447 loss). Staff 
responded with the Kil-
marnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a distur-
bance call (father-in-law/
daughter-in-law) on James 
Jones Memorial Highway. 

Oct. 19:   Staff received 
a destruction of property 
report from Lively Oaks 
Road (tire, $190 loss), 
responded to a complaint 
of a campaign sign block-
ing motorists’ view on 
Irvington Road, to an E911 
disconnect call on Mos-
quito Point Road (tele-
phone line problems) and  
checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact 
could not be made.

Oct. 20:  Staff responded 
to an assault call on Kelley 
Neck Road and to a noise 
violation complaint in the 
8600 block of Mary Ball 
Road, received a walk-in 

Thomas is named conservation police officer for Lancaster

J.R. Thomas

be here on the Northern 
Neck and am looking for-
ward to being part of the 
community.”

Thomas grew up in a 
military family and spent 
most of his life in Glouc-
ester County where he 
worked for the county and 
was a member of the vol-
unteer fire department, he 
said.

He is an outdoorsman, 
and has spent much time 
in the woods and fishing in 
the bay and rivers, added 

Thomas.
 “I am part of the latest 

addition to the depart-
ment’s law division, the 
6th Basic Academy. After 
completing rigorous and 
specialized training, 15 
of us graduated on Octo-
ber 6,” said Thomas. “The 
journey to get here was a 
long one, but well worth it. 
I look forward to upholding 
my responsibility to ensure 
that hunting, fishing and 
boating are safe and enjoy-
able for everyone.” 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
report of a larceny (rolled 
change, $235 loss) and 
checked on the well-being 
of patient at the request 
of a health care provider 
(no emergency services 
needed). All units were 
notified to be on the look-
out for a vehicle involved 
in a hit-and-run incident 
in Middlesex County 
(white full-size pickup, 
extended cab or 4-door, 
with black toolbox, heavy 
damage to the rear of the 
truck with red paint from 
the victim vehicle). Oct. 
21:  Staff responded with 
KPD to a mental health 
emergency, to a traffic 
crash at Irvington and Old 
Salem roads, to a fight 
call on Jeffery Avenue 
and with KPD to a fight 
call on North Main Street. 
Staff checked on the well-
being of a Turner Lane 
resident at the request of a 
concerned family member 
(no emergency services 
needed), received a walk-
in complaint of destruc-
tion of property, a cellular 
E911 call from a location 
near Old Fairground Way 
(no emergency services 
needed) and a destruc-
tion of property report 
from a Lancaster area 
convenience store (two 
tires, $150 loss). Staff was 
involved in a deer strike 
accident at Weems and 
Irvington roads. 

Also on October 21, staff 
received a complaint of 
telephone fraud. The com-
plainant received a call 
from a California-based 
company about issuing 
him a new Social Secu-
rity number and updating 
his account information. 
The complainant gave 
his account number and 
the bank routing number 
and then realized he had 
become a victim. Com-
plainant immediately con-
tacted his bank and closed 
the account with no finan-
cial losses. 

Oct. 22:  Staff responded 
with KPD to a fight call 
on North Main Street, to 
an assault on Holly Haven 
Road (address provided 
by the complainant does 
not exist), with KPD to 
the area of Chase Street 
and Hatton Avenue in an 
attempt to locate an E911 
caller, with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a single-

CRIME
SOLVERS

vehicle accident on Lara 
Road, to a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash at Hoecake and 
Merry Point roads, with 
KPD to Hospital Road on 
a report of a mental health 
patient leaving the unit 
without authority (sub-
ject located and returned 
to facility within 40 min-
utes of report), to a noise 
violation complaint on 
Chesapeake Drive and to 
a possible mental health 
emergency on Irvington 
Road. Staff received a 
larceny report from Wind-
mill Point Road (home-
made utility trailer, $500 
loss) and checked on the 
well-being of a Corroto-
man Drive resident at the 
request of a concerned 
family member (no emer-
gency services needed). 

Oct. 23: Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
crowd control complaint 
on North Main Street, to 
a domestic disturbance 
(boyfriend/girlfriend) on 
School Street, to a con-
tractor fraud complaint 
on Dragonfly Drive (no 
criminal offense at this 
time) and to a traffic crash 
at White Chapel and Lara 
roads. Staff received a 
report from a Shady Lane 
resident of a man with a 
gun firing random shots 
into the air (deputy can-
vassed Shady Lane, Beach 
Road, Cherry Point Road, 
Chesapeake Drive and 
Rappahannock Drive in an 
attempt to locate the sus-
pect).  

Oct. 24:  Staff responded 
to a civil complaint on 
Methodist Church Road 
involving a motel room 
rental, to a traffic com-
plaint in the Lancaster 
Shores area when diverted 
to respond to a domestic 
assault (boyfriend/girl-
friend) on Weems Road; 
received a sexual assault 
report from the Depart-
ment of Social Services.

Also this week, staff 
conducted five traffic 
stops, issued six sum-
monses, assisted three 
motorists, reported eight 
deer strikes, handled five 
calls for traffic control, 
investigated four building 
alarms, logged one inmate 
transport and fielded one 
call for animal control 
service. 
 Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment this week responded 
to a request to establish a 
Med-evac landing zone, 
as well as traffic crashes 
on Lara Road, at Hoecake 
and Merry Point roads, 
and White Chapel and 
Lara roads.

The White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic 
crash on Windmill Point 
Road and the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traf-
fic crash on North Main 
Street and James Jones 
Memorial Highway.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 
15 individuals.
Felonies

Sandra Dee Blackwell, 
34, of Lottsburg was 
charged October 18 with 
animal cruelty, two counts 
of animal neglect, and 
three counts each of fail-
ure to have animals inocu-
lated for rabies and failure 
to have animals licensed.

Kevin Johnson Hall, 24, 
of Lancaster was charged 
October 19 with two 
counts of grand larceny 
and one count of con-
spiracy to commit grand 
larceny.

Troy Lamont Carter, 30, 
of Lottsburg was charged 
October 22 with felony 

counts of eluding and driv-
ing without a license while 
it was revoked, endanger-
ing life, limb or property, 
and misdemeanor counts 
of a second or subsequent 
count of possession of 
marijuana and reckless 
driving.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 47, was 
charged October 17 on a 
Richmond County warrant 
with violation of a protec-
tive order.

A Kilmarnock woman, 
25, was charged October 
17 with assault and bat-
tery of a family or house-
hold member.

A Charlottesville man, 
58, was charged October 
18 with failure to appear in 
the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court.

A Lancaster man, 27, 
was charged October 19 
with failure to appear 
in the General District 
Court.

A Lottsburg man, 32, 
was charged October 20 
with failure to appear on 
a misdemeanor charge in 
the Circuit Court.

A Heathsville woman, 
30, was charged October 
20 with petit larceny.

A Lottsburg man, 60, 
was charged October 20 
with assault and battery 
of a family or household 
member.

A Reedville man, 41, 
was charged October 21 
with assault and battery 
of a family or household 
member.

A Lancaster man, 20, 
was charged October 22 
with driving while intoxi-
cated, possession of mari-
juana, possession of alco-
hol under the age of 21, 
and reckless driving.

A Burgess woman, 22, 
was charged October 23 
with failure to appear in 
the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court.

A Heathsville woman, 
47, was charged October 
23 with violation of a pro-
tective order and appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Heathsville man, 32, 
was charged with driving 
while intoxicated, reck-
less driving, and refusal to 
submit to a blood/breath 
alcohol test.

The Crusader’s Political and Social Club
of Lancaster County

Endorses for Election the following Candidates
in the election to be held on 
Tuesday, November 8, 2011:

Ernest W. Palin, Jr. Second District Supervisor
Dr. Jack S. Russell, Fourth District Supervisor 

Ella Davis, Second District School Board
C. Jeffers ‘Jeff’ Schmidt, Jr., 
Commonwealth’s Attorney

Melvin L. Howard, Jr., Sheriff

The Crusader’s Political and Social Club is a non-
partisan organization formed October 2, 1947, for 
the purpose of contributing to and participating 
in the continuing development of political and 
social unity and representation in Lancaster 

County and to promote interest in civic, 
community and political issues that concern 

and affect all citizens in the county. 
New Members are welcome.

Gilbert F. Dorman, President

Paid for by the Crusader’s Political and Social Club
Not authorized by any candidate

Chamber to Hold 
Annual Membership Meeting
The Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce 
announces plans for their Annual Membership 
Meeting. The dinner meeting will be held Thursday, 
November 10th, 2011, at the White Stone Event 
Center.

The Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce 
strives to promote the economic vitality of its 
members, encourage economic development, and 
enhance the quality of life in the community where 
we live. “With the economic pressures that we face, 
the annual dinner is a great opportunity to come 
together to share war stories, celebrate accom-
plishments of the year and do our part to keep the 
enthusiasm going! Good things happen when you 
get enthusiastic people together,” stated chamber 
President, Thomas Richardson.

Cocktails, music, hors d’oeuvres and silent auction 
start at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 7:00 p.m., and the keynote 
speaker, Congressman Rob Whitman at 8:00 p.m.

More information is available through The Lancaster 
by the Bay Chamber of Commerce office at 506 
North Main Street, or by calling Edie Jett, Executive 
Director, at 804-435-6092.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

One hundred-fifty-three years ago 
today President Theodore Roosevelt 

was born in New York City. He had a bril-
liant mind, thrived on physical activity, 
delighted in sports and pursued a vigor-
ous regime to keep himself in shape. He 
also eschewed city living by moving to the 
then countryside at Oyster Bay on Long 
Island. 

 He died at the young age of 60, and 
three years later on his birthday another 
New Yorker was born, a person who for the 
past 90 years has exhibited all of the qual-
ities and characteristics that I have used to 
describe TR. Unlike Teddy, however, she 
wisely has chosen to spend almost half of 
her life here in the Northern Neck. 

 She is Jeanne Hensler, who for the past 
15 years has called Kilmarnock her home, 
after spending the previous two decades 
with her late husband, Ray, in country 
living on Hensler’s Fun Farm, not far out-
side the metropolis of Remo. There she 
and Ray pursued the good life, tending to 
their land, designing and building a pond, 
and cultivating all sorts of flora in one of 
the most bucolic settings in the Neck. 

 One of the most important spots on 
the Fun Farm was the kitchen, which was 
a veritable museum of the culinary arts. 
Both Jeanne and Ray were superb gas-

tronomes, capable of producing meals 
of incredible visual beauty and unforget-
table taste. Ray’s most memorable pro-
duction was his sauerkraut, in a form set 
apart from any other as it was his genius 
in concocting the various components to 
end with a savory presence that became 
a meal in itself. No one who ever ate it 
will forget it. Their larder was exposed to 
view, showing that all of the provisions 

were in constant use, each one leading to 
its own culinary delight.

 When they decided to downsize by 
moving to town, they found the right 
buyer for the property, a lady who totally 
shared their interests and views about its 
perpetuation; I speak of their daughter, 
Barbara, who followed her parents here 
full time after her own retirement from 
an illustrious career in the Big Apple. Ray 
died 14 years ago, shortly after the move 
to Kilmarnock, but his legacy and inter-
ests, and many of his collections, remain 
at the Fun Farm.

 Jeanne and Ray were married in the 
baroque splendor of Saint Ignatius Church 
on Park Avenue in New York City, and 
after his graduation from Dartmouth, they 
moved with Barbara and their sons, Pete 
and David, to different locations as his 
career unfolded, but once here, the North-
ern Neck became their permanent home. 
Ray was an intellectual with a boundless 
quantity of common sense, and more 
enthusiasm for life than almost anyone I 
ever have known. He and Jeanne played 
golf vibrantly, and Jeanne earned her 
marks as the maven of the bridge table. 
She has a mind for cards, and a fascina-
tion with detail. Even when not playing 
herself, she would volunteer to pick up 

golf balls during tournaments. 
 One of Jeanne’s constant avocations is 

reading. She never met a good book that 
she left unconsumed. That interest is also 
reflective of one of her most striking attri-
butes. Today she might be turning 90, but 
she is timeless, able to relate to people of 
all ages, keeping up with her own lower 
generations as well as those she meets and 
gets to know personally. She places her-
self in the context of being a friend who 
sees no distinction between 90 and 19. 
She follows children’s progress with zest, 
and remembers everything she learns 
about them.

 The best metaphor to use in describ-
ing Jeanne is that which applied to others 
might seem to be a cliché, but given her 
abiding concern for the quality of marine 
life, one can say from a broader perspec-
tive that the world truly is her oyster, albeit 
unlike TR, she did not choose to live at 
Oyster Bay. She understands the great 
globe itself, and can discourse on many 
of its aspects with erudition, insight, and 
always with humor. Five centuries ago, 
Jeanne would have been termed a “Renais-
sance Woman.”

 May 90 be but a prelude for one so tal-
ented and gifted!

 Happy Birthday, Jeanne! “Ad multos 

Today she might be turn-
ing 90, but she is timeless, 
able to relate to people of 
all ages, keeping up with 
her own lower generations 
as well as those she meets 
and gets to know person-
ally. She places herself 
in the context of being a 
friend who sees no distinc-
tion between 90 and 19.

Focal Point

King of Carter’s pond
I saw this Great Blue Heron sunning itself on the pond near the 10th tee at King 
Carter Golf Course.

Photo by John Howard

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

We intend to vote for Jeff 
Schmidt to continue the 
great job he has been doing 
as Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney for the last 28 years.

As the old saying goes, 
“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix 
it.” Jeff Schmidt is who the 
county needs, and there is 
no need for a change when 
the county is getting what it 
needs already.

Nothing beats his experi-
ence. He has been around 
long enough to guide the 
county criminal courts in 
the right way.

Pat and Bill Bordon,
Weems

Schmidt meets
our needs

Regarding R Wayne Nun-
nally’s interest in becoming 
the next Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for Lancaster 
County, I am writing to per-
sonally recommend him for 
this job.

As a former Lancaster 
County resident, I have per-
sonally known Wayne and 
his wife, Frances, for the 
past 15 years. I can read-
ily attest to their excellent 
characters, their zeal for 
work and sincerity in serv-
ing others. 

My late husband, Dr. 
Mounir Boulos, and myself 
have long cherished Wayne, 
not only as an excellent 
friend, but also as an excel-
lent attorney, who has 
attended many matters in 
our behalf.

He is also a kind, upbeat 
Christian-minded individual 
who never tires of helping 
his fellow beings regardless 
of their own religious per-
suasion, intellectual sophis-
tication, social or ethnic 
background.

I would encourage every-
one to vote for R. Wayne 
Nunnally for Common-
wealth’s Attorney.

Ginny Boulos-Killam,
Midlothian

Recommending
Nunnally

We are the court deputies 
in all the Lancaster County 
courts.

Probably no one but the 
judge sees more that goes 
on in court than we do. We 
see all of the lawyers, all 
of the defendants, and we 
have watched Jeff Schmidt 
in action representing the 
people of Lancaster County 
for many years.

Jeff Schmidt is without 
a doubt the best lawyer we 
have, and we are lucky to 
have him as our Common-
wealth’s Attorney.

One of the candidates has 
never appeared as a lawyer 
in our courts while we or the 
current judges have been 
here but has sometimes 
come to watch other lawyers 
try cases. One of the judges 
even had to ask us who he 
was.

The other candidate does 
not appear in court very 
often and then only in a 
limited number of court-

We support
Jeff Schmidt

appointed cases.
It will be an injustice to the 

people of Lancaster County 
not to re-elect Jeff Schmidt 
as Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney.

Sgt. David R. Whittaker,
Weems; Sgt. Frank Boyer, 

Lancaster; Dept. Rex 
Leftridge, Lancaster

Betty Christopher, a life-
time native of Northumber-
land County, would make an 
excellent candidate for Nor-
thumberland school board.

As a retired business 
school teacher and owner 
of her own business, Chris-
topher has the skills needed 
to understand the school 
system from the inside out, 
as well as the business skills 
to succeed in balancing a 
budget. 

Having known Betty 
Christopher for some time 
now, I know that she has 
the integrity and discipline 
it takes to be a contribut-
ing member of the school 
board. She loves kids and 
knows what they need and 
don’t need to get a good 
education.  

Mark Gates,
Burgess

Christopher is 
best candidate

We have supported Jeff 
Schmidt as Common-
wealth’s Attorney from the 
very beginning and think 
he should be re-elected on 
November 8.

I remember very well 
when concerned citizens 
of all political parties put 
together a coalition to run 
Jeff Schmidt as an indepen-
dent candidate for Com-
monwealth’s Attorney with 
the backing of all political 
parties in 1984 and every 
four years since then.

He appealed to voters 
of all political parties then 
and he still does now. He 
has done his job well. Our 
family feels safer because of 
it. He should be re-elected.

The other candidates for 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
have nothing to offer in 
comparison to the qualifica-
tions, integrity and experi-
ence of Jeff Schmidt.

Diane and Terry Haydon,
Millenbeck

Re-elect Schmidt

I support the re-election 
of Ronnie Crockett as Sher-
iff of Lancaster County.

Sheriff Crockett is the 
best person for the job based 
on his extensive experience, 
dedication to this county, 
passion for the job and his 
vision for the future. He has 
served the citizens extremely 
well by professionalizing 
the office and bringing it 
up to date. Sheriff Crockett 
has provided guidance and 
shared his wealth of experi-
ence with his deputies.

As sheriff, Ronnie Crock-
ett is on call 24/7 includ-
ing when he is off duty. He 
spends much of his off-duty 
time doing volunteer work in 
the community to help raise 

Supporting a
seasoned veteran

money for those in need and 
attends community affairs. 
Like most administrators, 
he also deserves and enjoys 
a life away from the office.

In all instances, the 
sheriff ’s department is his 
primary and first prior-
ity. However, there remain 
some around that prefer to 
feed their insatiable appe-
tite on rumors, innuen-
does, negativity and have 
a personal agenda or axe 
to grind. Thankfully, most 
voters seeking a change in 
the Sheriff’s Office do not 
fall into this category.

Sheriff Crockett is an 
honest, hard-working and 
respected law enforcement 
officer. He employs a diverse 
staff and treats everyone 
with dignity and respect.

Mr. Howard also is a fine 
person and my contacts with 
him have always been pleas-
ant.

During these tough times, 
I have more confidence and 
feel safer in a knowledge-
able seasoned veteran sher-
iff such as Ronnie Crockett 
rather than hiring a new 
sheriff in training.

Lee Pulling,
Lancaster

Sheriff Wilkins recently 
hired a part-time dispatcher 
to work in the Sheriff ’s 
Office. So far as I know, 
the hiring was made with-
out publicly advertising 
the position and thus open-
ing it for competition—a 
common procedure for 
hiring such positions.

I don’t know that adver-
tising for open positions 
is a legal requirement, 
but I believe it has been 
customary procedure at 
the Sheriff ’s Office in the 
past. Regardless, at a time 
of high unemployment and 
troubled economic times in 
our community, it is only 
prudent to advertise for 
positions that are open in 
our local government.

My concern is not just 
over this part-time job, but 
what about other openings 
that arise. How will these 
be filled? Will it be a per-
sonal choice of the sheriff, 
chosen from a select group 
of friends, or will the citi-
zens in our area have a fair 
shot at these much needed 
jobs?

I know of a qualified 
young man that has been 
searching for employment 
for a while, who would 
have applied for this open-
ing, had he known about 
it.

This type of behavior is a 
perfect example of why we 
need to encourage trans-
parent hiring practices at 
all levels of government. 
I believe that Greg Keyser 
will bring to the Sheriff ’s 
Office stronger manage-
ment, fairness, a more 
professional approach, and 
ensure that everyone has 
an opportunity to compete 
for employment there.

Cheri Sheridan,
Reedville

Keyser would be 
stronger manager

(Reprints from the October 27, 1911, issue 
of the Virginia Citizen)
Crisp News

The site upon which the  Jamestown Expo-
sition was held four years ago will be sold at 
public auction next Tuesday.

The comet, which has been reported so 
often of late, is now visible to the naked eye, 
appearing in the east just before daybreak.
Fish And Oyster Notes

Fossil shells of earth’s oldest oysters are 
found throughout this country, often in Vir-
ginia, the shells measuring as much as 15 
inches long.

An amendment has been issued by the Cor-
poration Commission to the charter of Bel-
lows & Squires (Inc.), Ocran, Va., increasing 
capital stock from $175,000 to $300,000 and 
increasing its powers.
Irvington

Dr. Geo. H. Oliver is quite sick this week. 
Mrs. W. L. Messick improves slowly.

George White, of Heathsville, has returned 
to the State service and is on the Maury.

Miss Cecil Dunlevy, of Locklies, is visiting 
Mrs. Jno. R. Davis and other relatives here.

Government steamer Castle, Capt. W. E. 
Bell in command, boarded here Tuesday night.

Mr. and Mrs. H. O. Rock began housekeep-
ing last week in one of the cottages at the 

hotel.
Mrs. R. S. Mitchell and little son, Carter, 

are on an extended visit to relatives in North 
Carolina.

L. T. Rock, Jr. has resigned his position 
in the bank here to take a special course at 
school. He is succeeded by Wm. Haynie.

Tug Frank Eskridge, of Philadelphia, 
dropped in here Friday to bring a man who 
had accidentally been shot through the leg. Dr. 
Hubbard dressed the wound.

Messrs. Irving R. Messick, W. W. Allison 
and Col. Coulbourn were in Crisfield last 
week getting shuckers for Irving Oyster Co., 
which opened a few days ago.
Fleets Bay Neck

H. A. Gaskins and family have returned 
from Amburg, Middlesex County, where 
they attended the marriage of Mrs. Gaskins’ 
brother, Mr. John Crittenden, last week.

Mrs. O. J. Shelton visited her parental 
home, near Wicomico Church, Monday of this 
week.

The ladies have had new blinds put to 
the windows and front door of the chapel. 
Also put down new carpet which is quite an 
improvement.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library) 

YESTERYEAR

Do you remember?
The Kilmarnock Fairgrounds, or the old Chesapeake Agricultural Fairgrounds, 
were popular with harness-racing enthu-siasts throughout the area in the early 
1900s. The fairgrounds were north of Kilmarnock in the vicinity of Walmart, 
noted Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” 
is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.
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PLEASE VOTE TO
RE-ELECT

JEFF SCHMIDT
COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY

If I have not had the chance to ask you 
personally for your vote this year, and 
to thank you for allowing me to serve as 
Commonwealth’s Attorney for 28 years, it 
is because I am working hard, all day long, 
every day for the citizens of Lancaster 
County. I would sincerely appreciate the 
opportunity to continue as your Common-
wealth’s Attorney for four more years, and 
I would appreciate your support and your 
vote on November 8.

Authorized by C. Jeffers “Jeff ” Schmidt, Jr.

Re-elect Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett

Lancaster County Sheriff
on November 8, 2011

The Attorneys listed below 
support the Re-election 

of Sheriff Ronnie Crockett

James C. Breeden
Raymond L. Britt
A. Davis Bugg, III
William R. Curdts
Ammon G. Dunton, Jr.
John C. Hodges
William B. Hubbard
W. Leslie Kilduff, Jr.
Susan G. Moenssens
Dexter C. Rumsey, III
J. Rawleigh Simmons
Paul C. Stamm, Jr.
Matson C. Terry, III

Barbara H. Breeden
A. Davis Bugg, Jr.
James A. Butts, IV
Michael L. Donner, Sr.
Raymond W. Edwards
B.H.B. Hubbard, III
Elizabeth B. Hurd
John S. Martin
Wayne S. Painter
Pamela C. Russell
Craig H. Smith
R. Lee Stephens, Jr.
Morgan W. Alley

Vote on November 8, 2011, for
Integrity, Experience & Leadership

Vote for Ronnie Crockett 
Lancaster County Sheriff
Paid for and authorized by Crockett for Sheriff

Last week, the Record 
ran responses to questions 
asked of candidates in con-
tested races on the Novem-
ber 8 ballot.

Unfortunately, a major 
portion of incumbent 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
C. Jeffers “Jeff ” Schmidt 
Jr.’s response to one of the 
questions was erroneously 
omitted. 

Candidates respond: Addendum for Commonwealth’s Attorney race
The question is repeated 

here, along with his response 
in its entirety. The Record 
apologizes for the error.

Why do you want to be 
Commonwealth’s Attorney?

Schmidt: I am thankful 
to the people of Lancaster 
County for giving me the 
opportunity to serve them as 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 

for 28 years. It is my ambi-
tion to continue the effective 
criminal justice system in 
our county, led by an experi-
enced prosecutor. My repu-
tation is one of being tough, 
but fair. 

My law-enforcement 
partners and I are winning 
the war against crime. It is 
my aim to keep Lancaster 
County a safe and secure 

place for ourselves and our 
children. I am fearful that we 
will lose the gains we have 
made without a competent 
and experienced prosecutor 
at the head of our criminal 
justice system. 

I allocate a substantial 
amount of my efforts to 
crime prevention programs, 
education of the public 
and mentoring our youth. I 

intend to continue these suc-
cessful programs, many of 
which I founded, and all of 
which I participate in year 
after year.

Years ago while repre-
senting criminal defendants 
I had a vague general dis-
satisfaction that I was not 
using my legal knowledge 
and trial experience for 
good, and now that I have 
been using those skills rep-
resenting the people of Lan-
caster County for 28 years, 
that sense of dissatisfaction 
has turned into a sense of 
accomplishment of some-
thing good and right and of 
real benefit to my commu-

nity, and my family.
Many people I hear are 

frustrated about criminals, 
judge’s decisions, the dan-
gers of drugs, drunk driving, 
domestic abuse and other of 
society’s ills, and are not 
able to do much about it. 
But I have been able every 
day actually to do something 
meaningful about all those 
things and protect my own 
family and the other families 
where I live by my efforts. I 
appreciate the opportunity 
to have really made a differ-
ence, and I would be grate-
ful if the voters of Lancaster 
County would re-elect me 
on November 8.

YOUR LETTERS

It’s been an honor to rep-
resent you in the Senate of 
Virginia these last 3 ½ years. 
While I have worked hard to 
improve our economy, bring 
jobs to the area, and protect 
the bay, I need a hard-work-
ing Delegate who knows 
the area to be my partner in 
Richmond.

Margaret Bevans Ran-
sone is the person we need 
representing our community 
in Richmond.

I have known Margaret 
for years. Margaret is an 
intelligent business woman, 
a wonderful mother, and a 
trusted friend who has dedi-
cated herself to protecting 
and ensuring our prosperity 
from one end of this district 
to the other.

Margaret understands 
governments don’t create 
jobs. You do – if govern-
ment will just get out of your 
way. Margaret understands 
that government must live 
within its means, just like 
you and I have to live within 
our means.

Margaret was born here, 
raised here, educated here, 
and has chosen to raise her 
family here. She knows the 
area and the people, and she 
understands the challenges 
and the benefits of living in 
such a special place.

Margaret has worked hard 
campaigning these last 14 
months, attending numer-
ous business meetings, can-
didate forums, knocking on 
doors, and personally meet-
ing every voter that she can. 
She’s a hard worker, and 
we will be lucky to have 
her perseverance and work-
ethic standing up for us in 
Richmond.

I need a Delegate who 
puts our community first. 
That’s why I’m asking you 
to vote for Margaret Ran-
sone in the election for Del-
egate on November 8.

Sen. Richard H. Stuart,
Montross

Ransome is
a hard worker

I want to express my sup-
port and enthusiasm for 
the student drug education 
program proposed by Greg 
Keyser, candidate for sheriff 
of Northumberland County.

His program would have 
uniformed law enforce-
ment officers reaching out 
to the schools and youth of 
our county to educate them 
on the effects of drugs and 
alcohol. Such advice and 
counsel from a uniformed 
officer on these issues may 
well make a lasting impres-
sion on students, and rein-
forced by parents at home, 
will provide needed and 
valuable guidance to our 
young people.

Many jurisdictions 
throughout Virginia and the 
nation have such programs. 
So should Northumberland 
County.

Greg Keyser, currently 
serving in the Sheriff’s 
Office as captain and run-
ning for election as sheriff, 
has promised to install such 
a program. He has my vote; 
I hope he will have yours as 
well on November 8.

Mary Frances Suttle,
Ophelia

Proposed program
sounds promising

What have the sheriff and 
his deputies ever done to 
demonstrate even-handed, 
fair treatment of all Lan-
caster County residents? 
What is his proudest accom-
plishment for us? I know of 
none, although I wracked my 
brains and resorted to asking 
his die-hard supporters; even 
they can’t seem to come up 
with any. A dismal, lacklus-
ter, and just plain lame legacy 
to leave unchallenged.

From the public outcry 
of recent, clearly there is 
deep-seated dissatisfaction 
over Crockett’s substandard 

Who are you 
beholden to?

performance, his outmoded 
practices and policies, no 
matter what a host of loyal 
cronies claim.

His dismal record speaks 
volumes. Citizens want 
impartial treatment instead 
of the favoritism we have had 
to put up with for too long. 
Whoever wins the honor 
of serving us as sheriff for 
the next four years will be 
held accountable to a much 
higher standard. Vigilant 
citizens are angry enough to 
stand up for what we want 
and deserve.

Who are you beholden to? 
Have your people been prom-
inent players in the county 
forever? Excelling at back 
room wheeling-and-dealing 
is so inbred and embarrass-
ingly provincial. How come 
it has been tolerated for so 
long in the Northern Neck, 
and especially in Lancaster 
County, despite the major 
influx of more worldly-wise, 
savvy outsiders over the past 
50 years? 

Whereas, the sheer glut in 
numbers and size of big cam-
paign signs currently littering 
the roadside may confirm his 
cagey prowess at exploiting 
insider connections, shaking 
the money tree, and belief 
that by calling in favors, you 
can pretty much be asleep in 
the cruiser and still expect 
to get re-elected, it ignores 
festering frustration and 
alienation among the largely 
disenfranchised ‘silenced’ 
majority now finally embold-
ened to speak out, like never 
before.

On November 8, I am 
voting for Melvin L. Howard 
Jr. for sheriff.

Ethan Brent,
Irvington

Well, we’ve heard from 
Sheriff Crockett’s six friends 
describing him as a profes-
sional who has served our 
Lancaster County for the past 
28 years.

Do they mean a profes-
sional in real estate?

I can assure you men he 
has not served me nor 99.9% 
of the Lancaster citizens that 
I’ve met when passing out my 
fliers. I noticed under your 
article, it said, “Paid for by 
Crockett for Sheriff.”

Are you being paid?
I would like the county tax-

payers to know that I’m not 
paid for all my efforts. This 
is how strongly I feel that we 
need a leader in law enforce-
ment, and one who will serve 
and protect us and not just 
collect from our hard-earned 
monies.

In fact, I’ve heard that he 
hasn’t called back the citizens 
who I’ve spoken to, and has 
not addressed their concerned 
issues. Maybe we should by-
pass Sheriff Crockett’s answer-
ing machine, and directly call 
the deputies. Or, are they doing 
what they want too?

As for strong men keeping 
watch, where?

It’s time for a true leader 
with pride, who will super-
vise his deputies in serving 
our lovely community day and 
night, and its citizens. It’s time 
for a full-time sheriff and not 
a realtor.

Vote for Howard Melvin Jr. 
for sheriff, please.

April Lake,
Lancaster

Vote for Howard

A “Dear Friends” cam-
paign letter from Chuck 
Wilkins has come to my 
attention. The claims in the 
letter raise serious questions 
about Wilkins and his deci-
sion-making.

It concerns me that eight 
of the 10 community polic-
ing programs Wilkins 
claimed were implemented 
under his term were, in fact, 
implemented under former 
Sheriff Wayne Middleton.

The two programs Wilkins 
did implement—the Blood-
hound Tracking program 
and the Marine Unit— seem 
very questionable decisions 
to me. 

The money spent for the 
bloodhound and his train-
ing— and it came to a high 
figure—could be better 
spent on needed items such 
as rain-gear for the offiers, 
which they don’t have now, 
or more bullet-proof vests.

Creation of the Marine 
Unit, including boat main-
tenance and outfitting, 
duplicates services that are 
already provided by the 
U.S. Coast Guard, Smith 
Point Sea Rescue, Virginia’s 
Conservation Police, and 
Virginia Marine Police. It is 
clearly a case of overkill.

Plus, both the bloodhound 
and the boat require time by 
deputies that could be better 
spent elsewhere.

The two programs, there-
fore, that Wilkins has in fact 
implemented provide mini-
mal benefits and raise ques-
tions about his managerial 
ability.

Greg Keyser, an expe-
rienced captain currently 
serving on the force, and 
running for sheriff against 
Wilkins, will bring better, 
more effective  management 
to the office. Please vote for 
him November 8.

John Petro, 
Heathsville

Programs 
questioned

I urge the voters of Lan-
caster County to re-elect 
Sheriff Crockett on Novem-
ber 8.

I read a recent letter to the 
editor from my friend, Walter 
Harcum, criticizing the sher-
iff’s arrest record. Walter 
is simply wrong. One only 
need to read the weekly crime 
reports in the newspaper and 
review the sheriff’s website 
to determine that Walter’s 
claims are erroneous.

The lack of crime and arrest 
data earlier this year arose 
from a software problem, not 
from a lack of enforcement. 
The truth is, the sheriff and 
his deputies have provided 
effective law enforcement.

I also read a diatribe dis-
tributed a few days ago to the 
voters criticizing the sheriff’s 
operation of the jail. In fact, 
the sheriff’s jail is viewed as 
a model correctional facility 
by law enforcement agencies 
around the state. The sheriff 
operates the jail to serve the 
needs of all our local citi-
zens.

Lancaster County is a won-
derful and safe place to live. 
Sheriff Crockett and his dep-
uties help make it so.

James C. Breeden,
Irvington

Keep safe with 
Sheriff Crockett

I was “born and raised” 
in the law enforcement 
family of the Northum-
berland County Sheriff ’s 
Department.

My father, Thomas 
Bowie Neale, admirably 
served the department for 
more than 24 years. At 
the time of his death in 
2000, he was captain of 
the department and Sher-
iff Wilkins’s supervisor. 
I know in my heart that if 
here were here today, he 
would extend his support 
for Chuck.

It is with great pleasure 
that I declare my support 
of Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
for the office of Sheriff of 
Northumberland County. 
He is an outstanding sher-
iff who is directly respon-
sible for numerous accom-
plishments throughout his 
tenure.

The responsibilities of a 
sheriff extend far beyond 
a normal work day. It is 
a 24/7 position. Those of 
you who have scanners 
can vouch for the fact that 
Sheriff Wilkins leads by 
example. His voice can be 
heard on the radio at all 
hours of the day and night, 
whenever the need arises.

Please reflect on the four 
years of the accomplish-
ments of our sheriff, Chuck 
Wilkins, before casting 
your vote on November 
8. Our low crime rate and 
high arrest records within 
the county are depending 
upon it. I urge you to vote 
for Charles A. Wilkins.

Thomas C. Neale,
Lottsburg

‘Family’ member
supports Wilkins

2011 Candidates’ Meet and Greet and Lancaster County’s 

ONLY  Commonwealth’s Attorney Debate 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29th,  2-4 PM 
UPPER LANCASTER VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, LIVELY 

You are cordially invited to attend the 20  Candidates’ Meet and Greet and Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Debate.  You will be able to personally meet and talk with candidates from 2-3 pm, with 

the Commonwealth Attorney’s debate to immediately follow. 
 

Non-Partisan Civic Debate Hosted by Concerned Citizens of Lancaster County.



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A7

“Making Memories since 1969”“Making Memories since 1969”

How Much Are You Worth?
Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?

Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist

By Appointment
Thursday, November 3, 2011

10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS

On Tuesday, November 1st from 5 pm to 7pm

Republicans, Democrats and Independents
Please RSVP to:
Kilmarnock Inn

Paid for by the Kilmarnock Inn

YOUR LETTERS

I am asking for your vote 
for Melvin Howard Jr. on 
November 8 for Sheriff of 
Lancaster County. Melvin 
has the experience and law 
enforcement knowledge to 
perform the job of sheriff. 

Melvin has many excellent 
ideas, changes and plans if he 
is elected. One øf his plans 
would benefit the area I live 
in, “Corrotoman by the Bay.” 
His plan to assign deputies to 
certain areas that they would 
be responsible for is the one 
that would truly affect my 
area. I never see a deputy 
sheriff vehicle in the area.

Anyone who thinks it is not 
necessary to send a deputy 
here should drive Route 624 
to Sullivan’s Road down Cor-
rotoman Drive. There are 
numerous skid marks on the 
roads. Someone is spinning 
their wheels and swerving 
their vehicle in many sections 
of the roads. The community 
has been very luck there have 
been no serious accidents.

I also see speeding vehi-
cles moving through the area. 
Some on the small side roads. 
Small children live across 
from me and the 5-year-old 
sometimes runs across the 
street without warning when 
he sees me in my yard. I do 
not want anything to happen 
to him or anyone else.

A deputy patrolling this 
area or doing anything to put 
a stop to this activity would 
be greatly appreciated.

We need a change and 
new ideas now. Elect Melvin 
Howard.

Alfred O’Daire Sr.,
Lancaster

Send some 
road deputies

Statistics don’t lie, 
unless the statistics are 
wrong. Earlier this year 
the sheriff discovered 
that there was a reporting 
error within the mandated 
Incident Based Report-
ing System software that 
underreported crime and 
arrest statistics.

Stats available 
for inspection

So that citizens are 
properly aware of the 
crimes committed in the 
community and the arrests 
that are made, the sher-
iff requires that the local 
media receive a weekly 
report. On request of the 
media and others, the 
report has become more 
substantial over the years 
to include name, age and 
general address of per-
sons arrested for felony 
offenses and description 
of the offense; sex, age 
and general address of 
persons arrested for mis-
demeanor offenses and 
general description of the 
offense; a general descrip-
tion of the crimes reported, 
including general loca-
tion, general description 
of property losses and 
values; weekly statistics 
about traffic stops, traffic 
summonses issued, assis-
tance to motorists, deer 
strike accidents, traffic 
control, building alarm 
calls, mental health orders 
served, animal control 
calls, and fire department 
responses. These weekly 
reports are available for 
calendar years 1997 to 
present.

The exceptions to the 
weekly media release are 
the report of a crime when 
the release of that informa-
tion would tend to jeopar-
dize the investigation until 
such time as that jeopardy 
no longer exists; the report 
of an arrest under the same 
standard; and details about 
a sexual assault so as to 
protect the identity of the 
victim.

The arrest statistics for 
calendar year 2010 may be 
found at lancastersheriff.
net. Anyone with questions 
about the report may call 
the sheriff at 462-5111.

Anyone with informa-
tion about any unsolved 
crime is urged to contact 
the sheriff ’s office, or 
Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463.

Capt. Martin  R. Shirilla,
Chief Deputy

After reading the article 
about the sheriff for Nor-
thumberland County, I feel 
it would be  interesting to 
know the time line of every-
thing Sheriff Wilkins said 
he has done.

It  would not surprise 
me that a number of the 
programs he says that are 
in place or that he is work-
ing on were implemented 
in the past nine to twelve 
months after finding out the 
programs that Greg Keyser 
would implement such as 
the procedure manual, web-
site, drug education for our 
children and state accredita-
tion, just to name a few.

 Mr. Keyser’s program the 
Citizen’s Advisory Group is 
excellent. This will get the 
community involved and 
keep people informed and 
will make a safer environ-
ment for everyone.

As a resident of Nor-
thumberland County, I vote 
for Greg Keyser.  I feel he 
will do a better job in bring-
ing this county forward with 
all the programs he wants 
to implement and improve 
existing programs.

Virginia Abbe,
Reedville

Keyser will do
a good job

Lancaster County voters 
have an opportunity to elect 
two very special people, 
Robert Cunningham, a can-
didate for Lancaster County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, 
and Margaret Ransone, can-
didate for the 99th District 
House of Delegates seat.

For many years I have 
been active in local, state and 
national politics. I have seen 
candidates come and go. It is 
not always easy to predict who 
will succeed in office and who 
will instead disappoint. But in 
the case of Robert and Marga-
ret, it is safe to say that both 
of them will make excellent 
public officials.

I feel comfortable in making 
this prediction because I have 
worked with them both and 

Time for change

have learned to trust their 
judgment. 

Robert Cunningham is 
totally dedicated to this Com-
monwealth, to this region and 
to Lancaster County. He lives 
by common-sense conserva-
tive principles and will execute 
the office of Lancaster County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
with integrity and fairness. 
The time has come for a 
change. Please support Robert 
at the polls on November 8.

Margaret Ransone is a 
solid, smart and responsible 
lady who will be a real leader 
for the Northern Neck in the 
House of Delegates. I urge 
Lancaster voters to vote for 
her on Election Day.

Carol G. Dawson,
Morattico

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!

    Elect

Paid for and authorized by Friends of R. Wayne Nunnally 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

“on a journey to be your 
Commonwealth’s Attorney

and a great public servant he will be ...”

NUNNALLY
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RE-ELECT
SHERIFF CROCKETT

Experience
Leadership 
Integrity

Authorized by Crockett for Sheriff

Sheriff Crockett Deserves our Vote
     I am writing to support the re-election of Sheriff Ronald D. 
Crockett. During the twenty-three years that I have practiced 
law in Lancaster County, I have had weekly contact with 
some part of the Sheriff ’s Department and I feel qualified to 
comment on its performance. The Sheriff ’s Department’s 
investigators are among the best in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula. They are intelligent, aggressive and 
detail oriented. I should know – they have put quite a few 
of my criminal clients in jail over the years. The lead drug 
investigator works closely with the Regional Drug Task Force 
and the FBI to halt the cross-county flow of illicit drugs. 
Anyone who thinks that the Sheriff ’s Department does 
not solve serious crimes should go to the Circuit Court’s 
Term Day every three months and see the number of felony 
indictments issued by the grand jury. I am pleased to say that 
despite my adversarial professional relationship with the 
investigators, I have an excellent personal relationship with 
them which is based on our mutual respect for each other.
The remainder of the Sheriff ’s Department functions equally 
as well. The road deputies keep our roads safe, yet treat 
the public with respect. Courtroom security is excellent, 
particularly after the sheriff helped design the layout of the 
security areas and the holding cells for the new courthouse. 
Lancaster County has its own jail which is run by the 
department. From personal experience, though never as an 
overnight guest, I can say that the jail is clean, safe and even 
has quite good meals. 
     The Sheriff ’s Department accomplishes its mission in a 
professional manner and with little fanfare. There has never 
been any hint of a scandal or mismanagement as has occurred 
in neighboring counties. In non-election years we never hear 
anything about the Sheriff ’s Department. That is because it 
is well run. Then, every fourth year, we get hysterical letters 
to the editor saying that the Sheriff ’s Department is broken. 
It is not broken and we don’t need change just for the sake of 
change.  Sheriff Crockett has earned the public’s respect for 
the professional manner in which the Sheriff ’s Department 
operates. He deserves to be re-elected and he will get my vote.

John S. Martin 

Paid for and authorized by Crockett for Sheriff 

Please Vote to
Re-elect

Jeff Schmidt
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Do not be misled by false misrepresenta-
tions and high-dollar, slick Washington-
style politics. We have had a taste of what 
it would be like if the citizens of Lan-
caster County allow such partisan politics 
and special interests to take hold of the 
locally-elected Constitutional Offi ce of 
Commonwealth’s Attorney. Jeff Schmidt 
has lived here, worked here as Common-
wealth’s Attorney for 28 years and raised 
his family here. Lancaster County court 
deputies say, “It would be an injustice to 
the people of Lancaster County not to 
re-elect Jeff Schmidt as Commonwealth’s 
Attorney.”

Authorized by C. Jeffers “Jeff” Schmidt, Jr.

As we approach the 
November 8 election, we 
will be given the opportu-
nity to make a variety of 
decisions. With regard to the 
school board race in District 
2, I am delighted to provide 
this letter, urging voters of 
the district to support the 
challenger, Kelly Brent 
Kellum.

As a leader in the school 
system, I know that Mrs. 
Kellum can provide the lead-
ership we desperately need. 
While we have an excel-
lent staff and students, we 
face many issues. Although 
members of the board are 
not directly involved in 
the daily operations of the 
schools, their leadership is 
crucial, for they vote on the 
policies which govern the 
schools.

Mrs. Kellum has repeat-
edly demonstrated her ability 
to lead. Perhaps most well-
known is her chairmanship 
of the Lower Northern Neck 
March of Dimes Committee. 
For the past two years she 
has effectively put together 
a wonderful family event 
to raise money for healthy 
babies. She partnered with 
the schools to host the event 
at the high school track. 
While Mrs. Kellum under-
stands the importance of 
healthy infancy, she under-
stands that it is important to 
foster a child’s development 
throughout their lives.

She has volunteered with 
Little League, even serving 
as the t-ball commissioner.

Service is crucial to Mrs. 
Kellum, and her service to 
our schools is already evi-
dent. She volunteers at field 
day, reads to the students, 
and more. 

We need board mem-
bers who are visibly active 
in our schools, and I know 
Kelly Kellum will be such a 
leader. She values the edu-
cation of her own children 
just as much as she values 
the education of others, for 
she is a Lancaster mom for 
Lancaster’s kids.

Please vote Kelly Brent 
Kellum on November 8.

Matt Brent,
Kilmarnock

Kellum has a 
record of service

YOUR LETTERS

My husband, Robert, is 
seeking election as Com-
monwealth’s Attorney.

I am not a politician or a 
lawyer, but I am very proud 
of Robert. He is an honest, 
decent man and a great hus-
band and father. Robert is a 
native of Lancaster County 
and deeply cares for the 
people in this community.  

When I met Robert, he 
had left a position in Wash-
ington. D.C., to care for 
his aging father. It did not 
matter to him that he would 
leave a promising career, 
what mattered to him was 
that his father needed care, 
and he wanted to come 
home to help him. I also had 
the opportunity to know his 
father, Dr. Cunningham, and 
know how much he loved 
the county as well.

Robert and I have a son, 
Robert Jr. We are proud 
to raise him in Lancaster 
County. Robert Jr., 4, is a 
sweet little boy who loves 
nature, the water, and all 
this area has to offer. This is 
a wonderful place to raise a 
child. 

Robert’s belief in the 
future for our child and for 
every child in the county is 
one of the reasons he has 
pledged to implement a jus-
tice oriented youth mentor-
ing program to help young 
citizens. He has also pledged 
to improve the efficiency of 
the office to save taxpayer 
dollars and to improve 
communications with law 
enforcement officers.

Robert believes strongly 
that justice should be even-
handed and equal for every-
one.

Robert has prepared for 
the office all his life. He 
gained courtroom experi-
ence serving as a special 
assistant U.S. Attorney in 
Virginia and as a court-
appointed criminal defense 
attorney in Lancaster and 
Middlesex.

He clerked during his law 
student years in Lancaster 
with Judge Walther Fidler 
as an assistant to then Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Phil-
lip Purrington. 

Cunningham is an
honest, decent man

Robert will make a great 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
for Lancaster County.  I 
hope you will vote for him 
on November 8. 

Robin Cunningham,
White Stone

After much deliberation, I 
am supporting Wayne Nun-
nally to be the next Com-
monwealth’s Attorney for 
Lancaster County. That in 
itself only carries import to 
me, although how I came to 
this might have some inter-
est to the reader.

My choice really came 
down to my two neighbors 
here in Irvington. If nothing 
else, we are a loyal commu-
nity.  I have had the pleasure 
and honor to serve as an 
Irvington councilman since 
2008 and, until Wayne’s 
election in 2010, knew him 
as well as I knew the serving 
Commonwealth’s Attorney.

Here I must admit to being 
somewhat leery of having 
an attorney on the citizen’s 
council.  Yeah, I know, I can 
hear the but coming, too, 
and this is what turned my 
vote.

The Commonwealth’s 
Attorney race is nothing 
about qualifications, as 
we’re blessed to have three 
experienced litigators and 
seasoned attorneys.  I’m 
voting for Wayne because 
I’ve seen him consistently 
know when, in a council 
setting, to be a lawyer, when 
to be a neighbor and how 
to think like a citizen of the 
town. He listens well and 
applies solid common sense 
to his deliberation. This is 
not necessarily voting per-
sonal interest, but setting 
ego and personal inter-
est aside.  Yeah, this is the 
greater good thing, an asset 
I feel he’s demonstrated and 
will carry forward to the 
good of the county, not just 
our town.

When Wayne Nunnally 
wins his next election in a 
couple of weeks, our council 
will lose a valuable Irving-
ton proponent and I won’t 
see my friend quite as often.  
This election shouldn’t 
really be an easy decision 
and I’ve hopefully given 
you pause to give Wayne 
Nunnally a serious look.

Gene H. Edmonds,
Irvington

Give Nunnally
a serious look

In the spring of 1983, a 
young, vibrant, energetic 
and vivacious individual 
came into my business and 
introduced himself as Jeff 
Schmidt with the desire to 
become Commonwealth’s 
Attorney of Lancaster 
County.

Being very impressed 
I flipped a hundred dollar 
bill for his campaign with 
the words “If we get you 

Jeff Schmidt is
above the rumors

elected, then its up to you 
to make your record by rep-
resenting the people of this 
county.”

In the course of the years, 
I have been in court on both 
sides of the fence, and have 
been there to observe. Jeff 
has shown professionalism 
in processing information 
provided to him by investi-
gations and witnesses. In 28 
years of experience, he has 
gained a great perception 
of the people that he has 
come to know through court 
actions and other activities 
in the county of which he 
has been a part.

Concern bothers me about 
rumors on down to third and 
fourth hand. I was told that 
he wanted to legalize mari-
juana. I know that is abso-
lutely not true. Anyway, my 
impression has always been 
the General Assembly had 
to cause that to occur. His 
function in court is to prose-
cute the letter of the law and 
he does that.

A lot of changes have 
taken place in his time of 
service. The case load has  
enlarged and an assistant 
had to be added, but he still 
has kept his work ethic.

My conclusion is Mr. 
Schmidt needs to be kept in 
place. 

Dorsey Ficklin,
Ottoman

I would like to commend 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins for the 
outstanding service he has 
provided to the residents of 
Northumberland County.

Our county has one of the 
lowest, if not the lowest, rates 
of serious crime in the North-
ern Neck and Middle Penin-
sula. This is a result of hard 
work of Sheriff Wilkins and 
his exceptional officers.

As a Realtor, I travel the 
county on a regular basis.  
Each and every accident/inci-
dent that I encounter, Chuck 
is there, day or night.  He is a 
“hands-on” type of man and 
has served our county well for 
many years.

Chuck has worked very hard 
to update old systems and has 
prepared all necessary criteria 
required to get the accredita-
tion from the state that he has 
been accused of not doing.

If re-elected, Chuck will 
continue the excellent job that 
he and his fellow officers have 
provided the people of Nor-
thumberland County.

Please vote for Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins. 

David Fine,
Callao    

Sheriff Wilkins
is ‘hands-on’

I have been reading with 
interest the letters to you 
from different individu-
als supporting their can-
didate for the local elec-
tion. They all like to name 
accomplishments to sup-

Program must be 
managed properly

port their letters. I feel it’s 
my duty to take it a step 
further.

Programs are only as 
good as they are managed. 
I have been involved with 
the Neighborhood Watch 
Program in my commu-
nity for the past two years. 
We encountered a prob-
lem with an individual 
within our community and 
I turned to the Lancaster 
sheriff ’s office for help. I 
placed numerous calls to 
the sheriff and left mes-
sages each time seeking 

help. To this date he has 
not returned my calls nor 
has he offered any help 
through his officers. I 
f inally contacted the State 
Police and with their help 
we resolved our problem.

If other programs are 
managed in the same way, 
then they are of no ben-
efit to anyone, just titles 

to make one look good. I 
hope this information is of 
use to the voters. We need 
to look past their political 
agenda and look at their 
past record. We need to 
make an informative deci-
sion based on facts, not 
political hype.

Carol Gross,
Lancaster



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A9

Vote November 8

 

Melvin L. Howard, Jr.
Sheriff of Lancaster County

“ IT WOULD BE AN HONOR 
TO BE YOUR NEXT SHERIFF ”

33 Years of Experience:
12 years experience as Corrections Offi cer 

(Promoted to Sergeant)
21 years experience as Field Offi cer (Promoted to Master 

Deputy & Field Training Offi cer)

As Sheriff I will:
WORKING Sheriff.

  

  

Paid for and Authorized by Melvin L. Howard, Jr. for Sheriff Campaign

Time for Changing of the Guard
As a citizen, taxpayer, registered voter and small business 
owner in Lancaster County, here is what I am looking for in 
a new sheriff:

1. To come around to all businesses every year to talk with 
us, to get to know each of us as individuals and to listen to 
what we want from our sheriff. I have been in business for 
seventeen years and owned my property at 361 Irvington 
Road for nine years. Sheriff Crockett drives past my busi-
ness every day and has never stopped in. In fact, he speaks 
to no one except during election year.
2. Parents who are having problems with their out-of-
control teenagers can come to their sheriff and he can try to 
talk with them to help them find their way in life. His words 
and wisdom can go a long way. Right now, we get no help 
at all.
3. School bullies - I would like for the sheriff to take these 
kids once or twice a year with one parent to Camp 17 or 
Lancaster County Jail and show them what life can be like 
for them if they do not change their ways.
4. When a citizen or a business owner asks a question 
of any deputy, they should get a professional reply, not 
rudeness because of someone’s race or color or using the 
badge to do whatever they feel like doing. This is going on 
now and it needs to stop.
5. I would like to see more minority women and men have 
the opportunity to become police officers here in Lancaster 
County.
6. When a deputy makes racial slurs, he or she should be 
fired, not just reprimanded. All citizens of Lancaster County 
deserve to be treated equally, with respect, by their public 
servants.
7. I want to see a psychological evaluation done on all 
deputies at least once a year to be certain none have is-
sues that could interfere with clear judgment.
8. I want my sheriff to talk to the high school kids once or 
twice a year and teach them about appropriate ways to 
address a police officer, such as not turning away, to keep 
their hands at their sides, and not to use profanity.

I have known Melvin L. Howard Jr. my entire life and he is 
one of the nicest and kindest people you will ever meet. He 
has 33 years as a deputy. Come election time, we all need 
to vote for Melvin Howard Jr. for Sheriff or we can expect 
another four years of the same old thing–nothing.

James D. Fischer
CEO
Paradise Enterprises, Inc., Clarke’s Cleaning and General 
Maintenance, Stingray’s Food Service

Paid for by James D. Fischer
Not authorized by a candidate

Please Vote to
Re-Elect

Jeff Schmidt
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Jeff Schmidt and his law enforcement 
partners who are sworn to uphold all the 
laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
along with the unsung offi cers and inves-
tigators whose names and efforts are not 
publicized, are winning the war against 
crime in the Northern Neck. Jeff Schmidt 
has served Lancaster County faithfully 
and diligently as its Commonwealth’s At-
torney during his 28 years in offi ce, and 
he has lived here, worked here and raised 
his family here. “It would be an injustice 
to the people of Lancaster County not to 
re-elect Jeff Schmidt.”

Authorized  by C. Jeffers “Jeff” Schmidt, Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

Many voters in the North-
ern Neck have had the oppor-
tunity to meet and chat with 
Margaret Ransone and to 
become impressed with her 
energy, earnestness, abilities 
and passion to District 99 in 
the General Assembly.

She knows the North-
ern Neck as only a native 
can. Educated in our public 
schools and a hands-on busi-
nesswoman with a young and 
growing family, Margaret’s 
experience statewide and as 
an advocate for small business 
with the legislature have pre-
pared her to effectively repre-
sent us far better than the other 
candidate.

Margaret is a serious busi-
nesswoman, highly respected 
throughout Tidewater and 
used to competing in a national 
forum. She understands what 
is required to bring jobs and 
she has worked hard to inform 
herself of the problems facing 
our traditional industries such 
as farming, fishing, forestry, 
education and construction.

She is highly aware and 
appreciative of the economic 
engine Dahlgren is for our 
area and has availed herself of 
repeated opportunities to gain 
greater insight into the impor-
tant work performed there in 
our nation’s defense. She has 
a keen sense and apprecia-
tion for our way of life and the 
importance of bay restoration 
to its preservation.

The time has come for the 
voters of District 99 to show 
their love and support for 
Margaret Bevans Ransone by 
choosing her as our next Del-
egate.

Margaret has support 
throughout our district. She 
has the support of Northern 
Neck watermen. She has been 
endorsed by the Farm Bureau, 
the National Rifle Association 
and the National Federation of 
Small and Independent Busi-
ness.

She has the strong endorse-
ment and support of Gov. 
McDonald and leaders of the 
General Assembly where her 
voice will be heard, and she 
was nominated with the over-
whelming support of District 
Republicans.

Put November 8 on your 
calendar and show up at the 
polls.

Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

Show your love 
for Ransone

I write again on behalf 
of my friend and boss, Jeff 
Schmidt in support of his 
bid for re-election.

I am aware there have 
been several cases over the 
years in Lancaster where 
either the verdict or sen-
tence makes you wonder.

Few people are aware of 
the nuances of trial practice 
and procedure that make the 
difference between just get-
ting the job done and getting 
it done well. It is experience 

Experience counts

which gives one attorney 
the edge in trying a criminal 
case.

Successfully trying a 
criminal case requires a 
familiarity with literally 
hundreds of statutes and 
rules, not to mention cases 
interpreting each and how 
each is applied in different 
situations. Cases which may 
seem unquestionable may 
have issues of fact and/or 
law which make them much 
closer than they appear.

The most recent example 
of this would be the Casey 
Anthony trial in Orlando. 
And what about O.J. Simp-
son? Who did not think each 
of these to be guilty? And 
yet, the jury found both not 
guilty.

I addition, even with a 
guilty verdict, the punish-
ment is controlled by others 
than the prosecuting attor-
ney. There are sentencing 
guidelines which fall some-
where within the minimum 
and maximum provided by 
statute. The guidelines are 
based upon not only the cur-
rent offense, but the defen-
dant’s prior record. These 
are generally very low by 
comparison to the statutory 
range when it is a property 
crime. Also, many drug 
related crimes carry very 
low guideline ranges.

Finally, the judge is the 
final determiner of sentence. 
He may sentence within the 
guidelines or outside the 
guidelines with a written 
explanation for the vari-
ance. He may take certain 
types of cases under advise-
ment and defer sentencing 
on conditions which, if met, 
may result in dismissal of 
the charges.

In short, do not judge a 
prosecutor’s overall per-
formance by what might 
appear to a layman to be an 
inappropriate result in a few 
cases.

J. W. Harman Jr.,
Lancaster

I’m talking, of course, 
about the Bluff Point 
planned unit development 
and its impact on Northum-
berland County. I’m tired 
of listening to the same old 
mantra from the same “no 
growth” sooth-sayers. I’m 
specifically addressing the 
small but vocal anti-Bluff 
Point PUD group that are 
determined to keep this 
county firmly stuck in the 
19th century.

There is a desperate need 
in the county to improve 
its stature from a drive-
through between Lancaster 
County, with the Tides Inn 
and Westmoreland County 
that has Washington and 
Lee’s homes. While we have 
Reedville, visitors can only 
drive down Main Street with 
no place to stay—except 
very few B & B rooms. It is 
sad indeed to realize that the 

PUD Positive

biggest motel in this county 
has only 20 rooms. Alas, 
no new facilities have been 
built in over 30 years. 

Yes, we need the Bluff 
Point PUD with its destina-
tion hotel and marina facili-
ties. Its private community 
sewer and water facilities 
will not adversely affect 
our water supply. The “by-
right” subdivision (already 
approved) will disrupt more 
of the wetlands than the 
PUD with its well-planned 
open spaces and buffers.

We truly need more and 
better marina facilities to 
access the most valuable 
asset we have – the bay and 
its tributaries. Not only to 
attract more visitors, but 
to supply good jobs so our 
young people do not have to 
leave here to seek employ-
ment. The jobs alone, both 
the construction and perma-
nent jobs, should be of para-
mount importance to all.

This is the best opportu-
nity our county will have 
in the foreseeable future 
to make a positive impact 
on its quality of life. This 
indeed could be the catalyst 
to vault us into the 21st cen-
tury. The conditions that the 
Board of Supervisors plans 
to attach to this PUD will 
insure good management of 
this project in the future.

Robert W. Haas,
Reedville

Lancaster County is being 
treated this year to a three-
way race for the office of 
Commonwealth’s Attorney. 
This letter is to encourage 
support for Wayne Nun-
nally.

What triggers this letter 
are comments I heard sev-
eral years ago at the swear-
ing in ceremony of a new 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
by the chief judge. The 
chief judge took great pains 
to point out that under our 
system of justice, it is only 
the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney who has the authority 
to charge a citizen with a 
crime. It gives that person 
the authority to put a person 
at risk of prison, to say noth-
ing of his reputation in the 
community, the difficulties 
of the arrest and the expense 
of hiring counsel.

The chief judge was 
emphatic that the proper 
exercise of that discretion 
requires that charges not be 
filed just because there was 
some evidence, but because 
there was an educated belief 
on the part of the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney that 
the person charged with the 
crime was actually guilty of 
that crime.

Given the power that 
resides in this position, I 
strongly believe the individ-
ual should be experienced, 
balanced and thoughtful. In 
this context, having known 
Mr. Nunnally for a number 
of years, I am reminded 
of the comment made by 
Oliver Wendell Holmes 
about then President Frank-
lin Roosevelt and that was 
that he had “a first class dis-
position,” the kind of dispo-
sition that allows for mature 
and intelligent decisions on 
matters of importance.

At that level, I think Mr., 
Nunnally would be a fine 
choice and I would com-
mend a vote in his favor.

Charles A. Johnson, 
Norfolk

Nunnally has first 
class disposition

Mrs. Betty Christo-
pher, a local educator, has 
announced her candidacy 
for the Northumberland 
school board’s District 4 
seat. This lady brings with 
her a treasure trove of expe-
rience garnered over her 45 
years in education.

Recently we have been 
reading and hearing reports 
of rudeness, pig-headedness 
and even sloth, or indiffer-
ence, by board members 
in Northumberland school 
board meetings. While I 
recognize that board mem-
bers can experience stress in 
meeting their responsibili-
ties, I must say that the level 
of arrogance as reported sets 
a very poor example for our 
children and, indeed, for us 
as parents.

I, and others, feel that 
Mrs. Christopher’s back-
ground offers the board her 
wealth of experience and we 
urge that every qualified cit-

Cast vote 
for Christopher

izen interested in the educa-
tion of the children get out 
and cast your vote for her in 
the upcoming election.

Russ Kowalski,
Wicomico Church

I began my assignment as 
Virginia State Game Warden 
in Lancaster County six 
weeks prior to Sheriff Crock-
ett taking office in 1984. 
From the beginning until my 
retirement in 2010, Ronnie 
was an arden supporter of my 
mission to serve the people 
and wildlife in the Northern 
Neck. I shared a great work-
ing relationship with the 
sheriff and his staff.

On one occasion, Sheriff 
Crockett took the time to 
personally assist me with a 
response to a boating acci-
dent. Thanks to Ronnie’s 
help, I was successful in 
getting the operator safely 
ashore and charging him 
with BUI and possession of 
marijuana. I do not recall any 
sheriff in the Northern Neck 
rendering that type of assis-
tance.

Sheriff Crockett’s deputies 
assisted me by responding 
to trespass and road hunt-
ing complaints when I was 
busy or out of service. That 
assistance would not have 
been available without the 
approval of the sheriff. It does 
not happen in every county. 
Sheriff Crockett often pro-
vided other resources that 
were not available to me. 
One great example is the 
use of unmarked vehicles for 
my anti-road hunting opera-
tions.

Sheriff Crockett and I have 
a great professional relation-
ship. I respect him and he 
is my friend. It would be 
easy for any sheriff, espe-
cially one that enforces law 
where he grew up, to call a 
game warden to intercede on 
behalf of a friend or political 
allies. I know he was asked 
and probably thought about 
it. Out of respect for me and 
the law, he never asked me to 
compromise my professional 
ethic.

Sheriff Crockett’s 
been supportive

What more can I say? 
Please re-elect Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett.

R. C. Mathers Jr., Va.. Game 
Warden (ret.), Lancaster

We are living in a safer place 
because of Northumberland 
County’s Sheriff Charles A. 
“Chuck” Wilkins and is inno-
vative and effective policies.

Many of the community 
policing programs have been 
promulgated without using 
our tax dollars, having been 
financed either with seized 
drug money or with grant 
funding.

Both novel and aggres-
sive, these policies include 

Safer with Wilkins

K-9 tracking program (Mike 
Hammer) and the marine unit; 
vacation security watches, 
neighborhood patrols and 
senior citizen contacts; certain 
technology upgrades of patrol 
vehicles with installation of 
computer and GPS; and dash 
video cameras in patrol vehi-
cles.

It should be noted that most 
of these programs have been 
established under the accredi-
tation requirement guidelines.

We need Sheriff Wilkins 
to continue to serve us. He 
has my vote. He should have  
yours. Re-elect Sheriff Wilkins 
on November 8.

Pim Montgomery,
Heathsville
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Time for new thinking

It’s time to vote!
    To those who are not sure what happened at the June School Board 
meeting or who to believe, we may have some answers. I wonder, did the 
chairman of the board, Rev. Scripture, write the apology he put in the pa-
per before or after he called Mr. Hutt Williams and left the message on his 
answering machine to call the “dogs” off; we’ll have to figure some things 
out.
    Well, it doesn’t bother me personally if he called me a dog because I am 
a “Lab” most of the time. However, I can become a “German shepherd” if 
pushed and if someone tries to disrespect or hurt any child, I can become  
“grizzly bear.”
    I can tell everyone this: Mr. Williams never asked me, or anyone I spoke 
to, to come and speak on his behalf. I can’t tell you how proud I was of the 
kids that spoke up for this wonderful man. We truly lost a great counselor.
    As for his resignation, I know he wanted to stay and even one day he 
would like to return.
    To the new counselor, I will shake your hand and support you. Just re-
member, if you water and feed our “puppies,” the “Dogs” in NHS are very 
loyal and will come to your aid at any time.
    As for me I can’t run in District 1 because the new redistricting plan has 
moved me to District 2. In the future, I may run when it becomes available, 
unless we have a more qualified candidate. Although, Dean Sumner still 
may have my support. He does speak his mind.
    This has opened up a lot of parents’ eyes. Teachers should let the par-
ents know when there are problems with the administration. We are here 
to support all of you.
    I have also spoken to lots of parents who realize we will have to attend 
more meetings to make a difference.
    That is how I felt in June. I truly believe everything happens for a reason. 
After attending more meetings, I do have a lot of respect for the time and 
effort each member puts into the job. Also, I never realized the hours 
Mr. Stables, Mr. Wittler, the teachers, coaches and principals put in after 
school with games and meetings. They truly do earn their pay. Thank you.
    That being said, I do believe it’s time for a new way of thinking. We need 
new school board members. We have lost some wonderful teachers and 
counselors in the last few years.
    I believe Mrs. Betty Christopher and Susan Cralle Saunders will bring 
new ideas and will put students and teachers first.
    Susan has children in the school system, has a good feel for business 
and will put your children and grandchildren first and do what’s best for 
the school.
    Mrs. Christopher, with all her many years of teaching, will know what is 
really needed and how to contribute to get it accomplished. Please tell a 
friend or neighbor to vote and let’s begin making Northumberland County 
schools the best.
     Michael Baughan, Lottsburg

Paid for by Michael Baughan. Not authorized by a candidate.

GEORGE E. 
“SONNY” THOMAS
For the past sixteen years I 
have been privileged to serve 
the people of Lancaster County 
as your Commissioner of the 
Revenue. I humbly solicit 
your vote on November 8th. I 
pledge to continue to serve all 
of the people to the best of my 
ability.

Sonny Thomas
Paid for and authorized by George E. “Sonny” Thomas, Jr.

RE-ELECT

Re-elect

Bonnie J. D. Haynie 
Lancaster County Treasurer on

November 8, 2011.

I have been your treasurer since 2006 and attained the 
rank of Master Governmental Treasurer in 2008. I have 

improved the collection rates and am fi scally responsible.
Lancaster County Treasurer’s offi ce received full

accreditation for the FIRST time in 2011. 

Paid for and authorized by Bonnie J. D. Haynie

VOTE NOVEMBER 8

GREG KEYSER FOR
SHERIFF OF NORTHUMBERLAND 

COUNTY
I will have an up-to-date Policy and Procedure Manual in the hands of  every 

employee of  the Sheriff ’s Offi ce at the beginning of  2012, replacing the woefully 
inadequate 1993 edition currently in use. Not having a more up-to-date manual 

is inexcusable.

Begin the accreditation process immediately by fi ling the required application, 
and working diligently to complete this very important task in a timely manner, 
and without taking any Road Offi cer away from their assigned duties. We are 

the only Sheriff ’s Offi ce in the Northern Neck that is not accredited or working 
towards that goal. I am fully committed to this program and, upon election, will 

immediately begin the process.

Form a Citizens’ Advisory Group made up of  a diverse cross-section of  citizens 
from throughout the county. We will meet regularly to discuss needs, concerns, 
and ways to improve our community relations. All voices will be heard and all 

will have an equal say. 

Construct a functioning internet web site for the Sheriff ’s Offi ce. Such a site 
would make it very easy for our citizens to have access to much needed informa-
tion, forms, and contact information for each employee, allowing you to interact 

with us more effi ciently.

Work with school administration, parents, and other jurisdictions that have 
drug education programs in place, to create a Drug Education Program for our 
children. Currently there is no drug education program in place and no plans to 

create one.

Enhance and improve our relationships with all local, state, and federal agencies, 
not just a select few.

These are but a few of  my goals for the Northumberland County Sheriff ’s Of-
fi ce. I am committed to these goals and to the citizens of  our county. I would 
appreciate your support and VOTE on November 8, for positive and effective 

leadership in your Sheriff ’s Offi ce.

Paid for and Authorized by Greg Keyser for Sheriff

YOUR LETTERS

My husband and I were 
driving through this area 
and fell in love with it.

We were immediately 
stricken by its beauty. We 
would get out of the car 
and walk around, and it 
just felt “homey.”

We then had the local 
paper sent by mail to our 
home approximately two 
hours away. In the first 
newspaper we received, 
there was a house with 
the perfect set-up for us to 
“try” this area to see if we 
liked it. If we didn’t like 
the area, we could always 
move “back home.”

That was nine years ago 
and we have never looked 
back. We are home. 

We are so happy to live 
in an area where so many 
residents and neighbors 
have extended so many 
kindnesses to us through-
out the years. Usually, that 
is a small number, but here 
it is a majority. 

We have also come to 
know many professionals in 
the area and we have been 
amazed at the same level 
of kindness and genuine 
concern these individuals 
have for the local residents 
and/or clients. We are so 
thankful to live in an area 
where the  professionals 
in the community actually 
care about its people as 
well, and it’s not just talk. 
One of these professionals 
is Bonnie Haynie, the Lan-
caster County Treasurer. 

My husband and I, along 
with many others we have 
talked to, feel that Bonnie 
Haynie is a responsible 
and professional treasurer,  
and also reflects the best 
of Lancaster County.

Bonnie Haynie is genu-
ine.  She’s not just a title, 
she actually loves her com-
munity and its people and 
has served us faithfully for 
many years and we hope 
for many more years to 
come.  Why get rid of the 
best just for the sake of 
change?

Please re-elect Bonnie 
Haynie, a long-standing 
reflection of the best.

Debbie Merrill,
White Stone

Haynie is genuine

Jeff Schmidt is the best 
candidate for Common-
wealth’s Attorney, and he 
should be re-elected.

Jeff Schmidt is a gentle-
man and treats all people 
fairly and equally. His 

Schmidt treats 
all people fairly

qualifications and experi-
ence are unmatched by any 
other candidates.

I appeal to all of the 
voters of Lancaster County, 
particularly Lancaster 
County Democrats and 
those who embrace demo-
cratic principles, to vote 
to re-elect Jeff Schmidt on 
November 8.

Sarah Gayle Randolph,
Irvington

I wish to convey to the 
residents of Lancaster 
County how fortunate we 
are to have such a fine 
Sheriff ’s Department, and 
to be thankful for the lead-
ership of our outstanding 
sheriff.

We have a superior 
department which has 
been accredited by the 
state of Virginia. That 
honor is bestowed only on 
the best in the state. This 
is all a result of the hard 
work and high standards 
maintained under the lead-
ership of Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett.

The days of our sher-
iff are long and tedious 
beginning with physi-
cal workouts early each 
morning while most of us 
are still enjoying our last 
few hours of rest. This 
prepares the sheriff physi-
cally and mentally  for the 
up and coming day. Then 
there are meetings with the 
public, conferences with 
sheriffs of other depart-
ments and the exchange of 
information.

There are meetings 
with the members of the 
department, the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney, the 
establishment of a budget 
for the coming year, pro-
viding a work plan for the 
months ahead and making 
daily management deci-
sions. The hours of the 
sheriff never seem to end.

I have been privileged 
to know the functioning 
of many Sheriff Depart-
ments in Virginia. In my 
early years, I was asso-
ciated with several law 
enforcement agencies over 
a period of 14 years and 
have witnessed firsthand 
the best departments.

For four years as a citi-
zen, I was chairman of 
Sheriff Crockett’s Sher-
iff ’s Advisory Council. 
Ladies and gentlemen, we 
have the best. Let us re-
elect Ronnie Crockett as 
our sheriff.

Bill Richards,
Weems

We have the best

I have known Wayne 
Nunnally for over 40 years.  
I met him when he was the 
assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney for the City of 
Portsmouth and I was in the 
banking profession.

Throughout the years 
he has handled many legal 
matters for me in a very 
professional manner. He 
has always upheld the law 
and been very caring and 
has gotten the nickname of 
“Uncle Wayne.”

Now 40 years later, I am 
an employee of his, and you 
could not ask for a better, 
more fair boss.  I regret that 
I cannot vote for him in Lan-
caster County, but I urge all 
voters there to vote for him.

Barbara S. Schlegel,
Portsmouth

Would vote
for Nunnally

On November 8, the resi-
dents of District 4 in Nor-
thumberland County will 
have an opportunity to elect 
Betty Barnes Christopher to 
the Northumberland County 
School Board.

Mrs. Christopher is a native 
of Northumberland County, 
graduated from Northumber-
land High, and received her 
college degree from James 
Madison University.

She is a retired teacher with 
45 years of experience, 43 of 
which she spent educating the 
students of Northumberland 
County.

My wife and I, both of our 
children, and our siblings had 
the good fortune to have been 
taught by Mrs. Christopher. 
She taught her students how 
business is to be conducted, 
and she will bring that knowl-
edge to the board.

As an educator, she knows 
what the students need to be 
successful in the classroom 
and after graduation. She is 
a perfect fit. Northumber-
land County, its teachers, and 
especially the students, will 
be well served when she is 
elected to the board. 

Please elect Betty Barnes 
Christopher on November 8, 
2011.

Lee and Mary Self,  
Lottsburg   

Christopher will
serve county well

Sheriff Ronald D. Crock-
ett has faithfully and effi-
ciently served the citizens 
of Lancaster County for 
the past 27 years. He wants 
to continue to serve you for 
another four years. Make 
him do it.

Keep Crockett

The Sheriff ’s Office is 
vitally important to every 
phase of community life 
in Lancaster County, and 
re-electing Sheriff Crock-
ett is also vitally important 
if we wish to maintain the 
quality of life in Lancaster 
County to which we have 
become accustomed.

Go to the polls on 
November 8 and vote to 
re-elect Sheriff Crock-
ett knowing that you are 
doing the right thing for 
yourself, your family and 
your fellow citizens in 
Lancaster County.

Life is good! Keep it that 
way! Keep Crockett!

Carroll VanLandingham,
Lancaster

Wes McAden,
Lancaster

(More Letters
on Page D10)


