
Samantha Davis couldn’t say the word cancer until 
last Wednesday when her daughter Taylor received 

good news. 
Not saying the word somehow made Taylor’s diagno-

sis of thyroid cancer in early September less real. 
“I had not said the word cancer until we found out no 

treatments,” said Samantha. “I had been saying malig-
nancy.

“This week we can talk about it without tears,” she 
added. “Last week there were a lot of tears because we 
just didn’t know.”

Until doctors told Taylor she didn’t have to undergo 
chemotherapy or radiation and she was cancer-free, 
Samantha wasn’t 
really able to talk 
about her daughter’s 
disease without 
breaking down.

In fact, Taylor’s 
family had kept 
the diagnosis fairly 
private. Samantha’s husband, John, and Taylor’s 10-year-
old twin sisters, Breanna and Brittany, had shared news 
of the illness only with extended family and close 
friends. 

But tonight (October 13) at Northumberland High 
School, Taylor’s schoolmates, teammates and the com-
munity will celebrate with her when the NHS fi eld 
hockey team hosts New Kent in a benefi t game. Money 
from pre-sale tee-shirt orders, along with proceeds from 
a bake sale, raffl e and donation jar, will go to Taylor and 
her family to help with medical expenses. On September 
29, the school’s volleyball team also played a benefi t 
game in Taylor’s honor.

Taylor was a goalie on last year’s JV fi eld hockey 
team. She never came out for practice this season. 

A bubbly blond who’ll turn a sweet 16 next month, 
Taylor has only a small scar across her neck as an out-
ward reminder of her ordeal. She also proudly wears a 
thyroid cancer survivor tee-shirt. 

Her story began in July when Taylor had a four-
wheeler accident that may have saved her life. 

Although an immediate trip to the emergency room 
didn’t reveal any broken bones, Taylor was still suffering 
from back pain three weeks later and went to her family 
doctor. Taylor’s blood work was “off the charts,” accord-
ing to Samantha, and an ultrasound revealed a tumor in 
her neck.

“We have to thank [nurse practitioner] Chris Slavin 
for all this,” said Samantha. “She found it and got every-
thing straight for us.”

Taylor was referred to pediatric endocrinologist Dr. 
Deidre Tyson at St. Mary’s in Richmond and by the end 
of August was having a biopsy. She was notifi ed on Sep-
tember 7 the tumor was malignant.

“Hearing you have cancer is hard,” said Taylor. “When 
I was told, I honestly thought I was going to die. Being 
15 years old, I hadn’t ever heard of anybody that sur-
vived cancer. 

“I just didn’t think you could live with cancer. I didn’t 
know people lived with 
cancer. I only knew people 
that died. I never had any-
body sit with me and say ‘I 
survived cancer.’” 

She spent two days in 
the hospital and after a fi ve 
hour and 20-minute sur-
gery to remove her thyroid, 
Taylor and her family were 
told “it was the worst case 
of thyroiditis [the doctors] 
had ever seen.”

Taylor had experienced 
thyroid disease symptoms 
for a while, said Samantha. 

She had a low energy level and had gained about 20 
pounds in a year, a lot for the slender teen. 

Along with the thyroiditis, Taylor was diagnosed with 
papillary thyroid cancer, a fairly common form of thy-
roid cancer in adults but rare in pediatric patients. 

“We were told she was only the third case in pedi-
atrics at that doctor’s offi ce this year,” said Samantha. 
“And of the three, Taylor has had the best outcome.”

Although one of Taylor’s lymph nodes was affected, a 
CT scan of her neck and chest and a bone scan last week 
revealed her to be cancer-free with no follow-up chemo 
or radiation required. 

“It was hard,” said Taylor. “I was sitting in that doc-
tor’s offi ce so happy and there were children around me 
with no hair and some getting chemotherapy treatments. 
It’s so hard to understand why this happens to one 
person and not another.”

Because of that, Taylor is making it her mission to 
help other pediatric thyroid and cancer patients. 

Right after being diagnosed, she took her own money 
and used gift cards given to her to purchase teal, pink 
and blue ribbons, representing the colors for thyroid 
cancer awareness. Ironically, said Samantha, Taylor was 
diagnosed in September, Thyroid Cancer Awareness 
Month.  

“She has been so brave through this whole thing,” said 
Rachel Cralle, NHS JV fi eld hockey coach. “She went 
out and used her own money to make these ribbons. 

“The girls on the team didn’t realize all this was going 
on with her. They thought she didn’t come out to prac-
tice because of the accident. But when they found out 
they wanted to do something.”

Samantha is so grateful for the prayers and the out-
pouring of love and support from the community. 

“You don’t know why one person is spared and 
another is not,” said Samantha. “But we have a strong 
faith and we are so grateful for what everyone has done 
for us. We don’t feel like we deserve all of this.”

Taylor now wants to support others. 
“I want to donate to kids my age because I know how 

hard it is to go through this,” she said. “This doesn’t 
happen to kids my age.”

Taylor was asked to be in 
a research study at MCV/
VCU for pediatric thyroid 
patients. She accepted 
and hopes she’ll help save 
others.

“You know the doctor 
told me, if cancer is in your 
body, then you’re always 
living with cancer,” she 
said. “And it scares me. It 
can always come back.”

But for now, Taylor is not 
dwelling on that. She’s a 
survivor.
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HEATHSVILLE—During a 
work session last Wednesday, the 
Northumberland board of supervi-
sors took another step in its review 
of a consultant’s study of the Bluff 
Point Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) project.

Supervisor James Long was not 
present causing Tommy Tomlin to 
object to holding the meeting as 
one fi fth of the board was absent. 
Tomlin also said the supervisors 
were only to discuss the consultant’s 
report and not the conditions of the 

Bluff Point request application.
However, conditions proved to 

be the focus of the brief gathering.
County administrator Kenny 

Eades guided the board through the 
consultant’s recommendations as to 
what conditions may require more 
specifi c data or clarifi cation. 

For example, there’s a discrep-
ancy in the acreage that does not 
include roads, he said.

Another condition stipulates 
the developer must provide the 
county with a surety bond in a 
form approved by the county in 
an amount determined for each 

phase of the development prior to 
the construction of that phase. The 
bond amount is to be based on the 
actual costs for the infrastructure 
improvements that are being pro-
posed for the particular phase. The 
consultants commented that the 
actual costs as well as the method 
of determining those costs need 
to be determined. They also asked 
whether an escalation factor will be 
included in the cost calculation.

“The way we are bonding right 
now is we do an actual cost and 
normally what we’ve got is strictly 
roads and new road construction. 

So we would do the actual cost, 
bond the erosion sediment control, 
any amenities that they would have 
at actual cost and include an esca-
lation factor for three years,” said 
Eades.

The report also addressed the 
timeline for completion of the 
Bluff Point PUD by asking about 
the consequences if the project 
were to stop during the process and 
suggesting that water and wastewa-
ter treatment plants be bonded in 
phase 1 rather than phase 2.

“It is defi nitely something that we 
need to be looking at as far as how 

to go about bonding and making 
sure that it actually happens,” said 
Eades.

Other suggestions include lan-
guage clearly stating that neither 
the county nor the developer is 
responsible for maintenance of rec-
reational amenities, open space or 
common areas after conveyance to 
an association. Language revisions 
were also suggested to indicate that 
membership in the association or 
nonprofi t corporation be manda-
tory for all property owners, both 
residential and commercial.

Northumberland’s JV and varsity fi eld hockey 
teams will play benefi t games against New Kent 
tonight (October 13) to raise money for Taylor 
Davis and her family.  Davis was a goalie on last 
year’s JV team. 

The JV game starts at 5:30 p.m. and varsity 
begins at 7 p.m.

Tee-shirts were sold prior to the game, but a few 
will still be available at the gate for $15 each. 

The Lady Indians will also hold a bake sale and 
raffl e for an NHS stadium seat at the game. 

Taylor will be recognized during halftime of the 
varsity game.

WHITE STONE—A new res-
taurant could open in White Stone 
as early as October 18, according 
to owner Mike Robertson, whose 
pump and haul request was passed 
by the White Stone Town Council 
last Thursday. 

After a lengthy explanation 
from David Fridley of the Virginia 
Department of Health, council 
voted unanimously, 5-0, to enter into 
a permanent pump and haul agree-
ment with the Commonwealth.

Councilman Scott Hudson made 
the motion to approve the agree-
ment, saying he supports any busi-
ness in White Stone. Joe Sliakis 
seconded the motion. Voting to 
approve were Hudson, Sliakis, 
Randy Reeves, Jennifer Hodges 
and Irving Brittingham. Council 
members Tina Davis and David 
Jones were absent.

“It’s a means by which the local 
government ensures pump and haul 

will be carried out,” if the traditional 
system fails, Fridley told council. 

According to Fridley, a hold-
ing tank is installed at the site. 
The health department inspects it 
and then pump and haul begins. 
The owner secures a hauler, who 
transports the waste to an approved 
receiving facility. 

Town attorney Matson Terry’s 
concern was if any of the three 
components “go awry, the town is 
then ultimately responsible.”

Fridley, however, said that a fail-
ure at the receiving facility is not 
the town’s responsibility and it’s 
ultimately the owner’s responsibil-
ity to fi nd a hauler. 

Robertson assured council that the 
current septic system at the former 
White Stone Wine & Cheese build-
ing is in working order. He would 
like the pump and haul permit only 
as a back-up for his new 40-seat 
restaurant. White Stone Wine & 
Cheese was a 20-seat restaurant. 

Town to enter pump
and haul agreement
as backup to septic
system for restaurant

Taylor Davis wears her survivor shirt and displays one 
of the tees being sold by the Northumberland Indians’ 
fi eld hockey team. Davis, a goalie on last year’s JV team, 
was diagnosed with thyroid cancer in September. Photo 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Everybody
has a Story

Cancer survivor turns 16 next month

Benefi t games slated tonight

Classics race under autumn colors
The annual Hospice Turkey Shoot Regatta raced last weekend on the Rappahannock River. From 
left are Pirate’s Lady owned by Bob Speck, Merlin owned by Van Nall and Rosetta owned by 
Ronald Cutler. For regatta results, see page C3. Photo by Laura Dent

Northumberland supervisors review Bluff  Point report

BLUFF POINT, continued on page A2

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Shannon Rice

WHITE STONE, continued on page A2
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PLEASE VOTE TO
RE-ELECT

JEFF SCHMIDT
COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY

Do not be misled by misrepresentations or 
unproven political promises. Election of 
your Commonwealth’s Attorney is a very 
important decision. If you, or one of your 
family members, should be the victim of a 
serious crime, it could be one of the most 
important decisions of your life. You do 
not want a new and inexperienced Com-
monwealth’s Attorney “learning on your 
time”. With a proven record of dedicated 
service Jeff Schmidt has tried thousands 
of cases each year of his 28 years in office 
and he knows the people of Lancaster 
County. His experience counts for you.

Authorized by C. Jeffers “Jeff ” Schmidt, Jr.

October 22nd - Halloween Harvest
Howling Hounds-Dog Costume Parade

For vendor information, call 435-6092 or go to        
www.lancasterva.com/events

LANCASTER by the BAY CHAMBER

still has a SEASON of FUN
Things To Do!

4th Saturdays  May-October  9:00am to 1:00pm

October 31st - Kandy for Kids
  4-6 pm Main Street
December 9th - Kilmarnock Lighted Christmas                 
 Parade ‘Sights & Sounds of Christmas’
 

Summer may be over but . . .

The current permit with 
the health department is for 
20 seats and there is no room 
to expand the drainfield, said 
Robertson. 

“Basically, this is a back-
up system,” he said. 

Reeves requested an 
outdoor alarm system be 
installed when Robertson 
installs the interior alarm. 
Reeves said having the 
system outside would allow 
others in the town to hear it 
if the system fails when no 
one is at the restaurant. 

Robertson made his origi-
nal request in August but the 
board delayed action. 

Following White Stone’s 
agreement with the depart-
ment of health, council can 
require a surety bond from 
Robertson. 
Other business

Council voted 5-0 to table 
a discussion on its pro-
jected deficit for fiscal year 
2012. At a special meeting 
two weeks ago, Hudson, 
Reeves and Jones directed 
town manager Patrick Frere 
to investigate paying off 
the loan on the town office 
with money from the town’s 
reserve fund. By doing so, 
the town would have more 
operational money each 
month. Further, the three 
discussed imposing a ciga-
rette tax for a limited time in 
order to rebuild the reserve 
fund. 

White Stone has a pro-
jected $23,000 shortfall in 
2012. Discussions on how 
to balance the budget, either 

through increasing revenue 
or cutting expenses, began 
last April. 

Missing from the special 
budget meeting two weeks 
ago were Davis, Hodges, 
Brittingham and Sliakis. 

Because Jones and Davis 
were absent last Thursday, 
Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard 
recommended tabling the 
budget discussion and deci-
sion until the November 
meeting. Hudson made a 
motion to that effect. 

In another matter, coun-
cil directed Frere to set up 
a meeting among Frere, 
Hubbard and the Lancaster 
county administrator to dis-
cuss expanding the town’s 
boundaries. 

Sliakis brought up the 
issue just before adjourn-
ment, saying he’d been 
approached by a citizen 
asking whether the town 
planned to carry out its long-
discussed boundary adjust-
ments. 

“We have spent $22,000 
on this project,” said Reeves, 
who said after investing the 
time and meeting with con-
sultants, he’d like to see 
something done.

Council also voted, 4-0, to 
become a $200 sponsor for 
the White Stone Business 
Association’s Oktoberfest & 
Car Show October 22. The 
event, which will include 
food, crafts, music and a 
chili cook-off will be held 
on the grounds behind the 
White Stone firehoue from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The consultants encour-
aged making approval of 
the master plan contingent 
on approval by the appropri-
ate agencies of the proposed 
marina and shoreline stabili-
zation.

“That one’s going to be 
tricky because VMRC’s 
going to require the board 
to take action on the project 
before they will take action,” 
said Eades.

Supervisor Joe Self asked 
why the board should get 
involved in some of these 

Northumberland County 
Crime Solvers seeks infor-
mation on the whereabouts 
of Marvin Wendell Daven-
port Jr., 20, wanted for mul-
tiple charges in relation to 
a robbery that occurred on 
Lampkintown Road in Bur-
gess on September 30.   

Anyone with informa-
tion on the location of this 
person is urged to call Nor-
thumberland County Crime 
Solvers at 580-8477. Call-
ers remain anonymous and 
could receive a cash reward 
up to $1,000 on tips that 
lead to an arrest. You are not 
required to testify in court.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland County sher-
iff’s office has charged Chris-
topher Joel “CJ” Richardson, 
28, of Lottsburg, a former 
school teacher, with 18 addi-
tional felonies and one misde-
meanor.

According to Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins, the charges include 
one count of purchasing alco-
hol for a person under the age 
of 21; one count of taking 
indecent liberties with a child; 
eight counts of abuse/neglect: 
reckless regard of life; eight 
counts of distribution of mari-
juana to a person under age 
18; and one count of posses-
sion of marijuana.

The indictments were 
handed down by a multi-juris-
diction grand jury and were 
served Friday, October 7, said 
Sheriff Wilkins. 

Richardson was charged 
September 14 with three felo-
nies following an initial inves-
tigation by the sheriff’s office. 
Those charges included one 
count each of sodomy with a 
child less than 13 years of age, 

Bluff Point review
continued from page A1

things knowing that these 
agencies are going to do what 
they have to anyway.

Vice chairman Richard 
Haynie described a condi-
tion requiring board approval 
of any major amendments to 
the plan and its definition of 
major as “clear as mud.”

“The ultimate question is 
when can anything go for-
ward prior to outside agency 
approval? You’ve got so many 
other things just said that 
you’ve got to worry about. 
You’ve got sewage, you’ve 
got roads. Do you start a little 

bit knowing that they might 
not meet the others?” asked 
Tomlin.

Eades said the two main 
conditions the board needs to 
think about are the road situ-
ation and bonding in phases.

Discussion of whether 
developer Tom Dingledine 
will be granted a special 
exception to build a planned 
unit development in the 
waterfront area, considered 
a conservation district, will 
open at 7:45 p.m. at the 
October 13 supervisors’ 
meeting.

White Stone
continued from page A1

Richardson is indicted on additional charges
use of an electronic communi-
cations device for the purpose 
of procuring child pornogra-
phy, and soliciting a person 
under age 15 years to take 
part in child pornography.

Richardson was suspended 
from his teaching position 
pending the outcome of those 
charges, according to Nor-
thumberland school superin-

tendent Clint Stables.
Richardson is being held in 

the Northern Neck Regional 
Jail without bond, said Sheriff 
Wilkins. The recent charges 
are a result of follow-up inter-
views conducted by the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Northum-
berland County Department 
of Social Services, he said.   

Marvin W. Davenport Jr.

CRIME
SOLVERS

CHARLOTTESVILLE—Shorter 
days and cooler nights are sure signs 
that autumn has arrived. And that 
means wildland fire season in Virginia 
begins Saturday, October 15.

 Officials with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Forestry (VDOF) remind 
everyone to be careful with outdoor fire 
any time of year and especially during 
the fall and spring seasons when the 
risk of a fire escaping is greatest.

 “Fall fire season runs through 

November 30,” said resource protection 
director John Miller. “Each autumn, 
after the leaves turn color, they dry out 
and fall to the ground creating ‘fuel’ 
for a wildland fire. As humidity levels 
drop and winds increase this time of 
year, it doesn’t take long for a fire to 
escape.” 

Department records indicate that 
humans cause more than 95% of wild-
land fires – the bulk of which are pre-
ventable. 

In addition to taking safety precau-
tions to prevent a debris burn, camp-
fire or hot ashes from a woodstove or 
fireplace from escaping and becoming 
a wildland fire, Miller noted motorists 
should also avoid parking their vehi-
cles in piles of dry leaves. 

“The undercarriage of a recently 
driven vehicle is hot enough to ignite 
a fire that will not only burn the leaves 
below but the vehicle as well,” said 
Miller. 

LANCASTER—Emer-
gency Medical Services chief 
Christina L. Hubbard urges 
folks who burn wood to con-
sider some pre-season safety 
measures.

“Fall temperatures have 
arrived, but before you stoke 
up a cozy fire in your fire-
place or wood stove and settle 
in with a cup of hot choco-
late, please check your smoke 
alarms and have your chim-
ney inspected,” said Hubbard.

Given the damage the 
August earthquake caused in 
Virginia, she urges folks to 
follow some timely advice 
regarding chimney safety and 
the use of smoke and carbon 

monoxide detectors recently 
issued by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Emergency Manage-
ment.
Check chimneys

Broken or cracked chim-
neys can let heat, smoke and 
toxic gases such as carbon 
monoxide into the home, and 
even start a house fire. Some 
damage is obvious, and some 
is hidden.

have fallen, or the chimney is 
leaning.

metal chimney pipe; this 
means it moved during the 
earthquake.

where the chimney connects 
to the firebox, at the roofline 
and in the attic.

have fallen into the fireplace.

the mortar between the bricks 
or stone; if it crumbles, the 
chimney may be a hazard.

a licensed engineer or con-
tractor. For the name of an 
inspector, call the insurance 
company, or mortgage com-
pany.
Check detectors

Carbon monoxide detec-
tors and smoke detectors save 
lives. If chimney damage is a 
possibility, install and regu-

larly inspect detectors.

combination smoke/carbon 
monoxide detectors.

areas and on every level of 
the home.

vents.

alarms are best because if one 
sounds, they all sound.

monthly. Change alkaline 
batteries at least once a year. 
Use a familiar date.

fire escape route with every-
one in the home, including 
children.

Oktoberfest in Fleeton
Bratwurst sizzling on the grill, a side of sauerkraut and 
a stein of German beer were found at Oktoberfest 
Saturday at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church. The grills were 
all ablaze and there were plenty of knees peeking out of 
lederhosen for the second annual German celebration 
in Fleeton. The festival also featured home-baked goods, 
pumpkin decorating and Bavarian polka music. Photo by 
Audrey Thomasson.   

Fall fire season begins Saturday

Prepare for a safe wood-burning season
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S pecials           welcomes

Vietri Founder  Susan Gravely

        on Friday, October 14th

                  from 11-4

Specials 68 S. Main St. Kilmarnock 804-435-8758

SAVE 25%
ON ALL VIETRI

the

Perfect Touch
Passionate about
your home?
       So are we . . . .

Tuesday - Saturday 11am-5pm

Unique Home Accessories
Dining Pieces Inspired by Nature         Garden Art
Kitchen Cooking Essentials         Plant-Based Health 
& Beauty Products

Fabulous Finds For You And Your Home

Find all your
Halloween trick or treat 

goodies at
The Box Boutique

All handbags 20% off 
now thru Saturday

Monday - Saturday 10-5
538 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone • 436.8505

  
Heathsville Farmers Market

Saturday, Oct. 15
  9 am – 1 pm

 Last of the season!  
Heathsville

Farmers Market presents:
Antiques on the Go

Get your produce - shop early for the holidays...
All Tavern Guilds and Gift Shop having a sale!!

For Information call 580-3377

Feb. 3-13, 2012
YES IT’S HOT TODAY BUT 
GET READY FOR WINTER!

This fun filled 10 day 
cruise in the blue 

Caribbean on the Noordam 
from Ft. Lauderdale will 

be a great 
winter get-a-way.

Prices start at $1200 
with port calls at Turks    
      & Caicos, Curacao,  
 Bonaire, Aruba & more.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

cruise special

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges 
against nine  individuals.
Felonies

Keaton D. Sutton, 26, of Beanes Road 
was charged October 9 with felony domes-
tic assault and battery. 
Misdemeanors

A East Church Street woman, 26, was 
charged October 4 with 10 counts of proba-
tion violation and one count of nonpayment 
of court fines/costs. 

A Reedville woman, 23, was arrested 
October 5 on a Northumberland charge 
with giving a false report to law enforce-
ment. 

A Chesapeake Trail woman was charged 
October 7 with contempt of court.

A Wilson Lane man, 37, was charged 
October 7 with contempt of a Newport 
News court.

A Chesapeake Trail man was charged 
October 7 with contempt of court.

A Wilson Lane man, 47, was charged 
October 8 with nonpayment of court fines/
costs. 

A White Stone area man, 18, was charged 
October 8 with probation violation.  

 A Montross man, 55, was charged Octo-
ber 9 with making annoying telephone calls 
and for stalking.
 Activity Report

October 4: Staff checked on the well-
being of a Benson Road resident at the 
request of a concerned family member (no 
emergency services needed); attempted to 
intercept a reported reckless driver trav-
eling from Grey’s Point towards White 
Stone; responded with the Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) to a suspicious 
person complaint in the area of Chase 
Street and Hatton Avenue and responded 
with KPD and Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) to a medical emergency on 
Shamrock Court. 

October 5: Staff responded to a tres-
pass complaint in the 1900 block of Lara 
Road, notified the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) of a stop sign 
repair needed at Mary Ball and Old Salem 
roads, notified VDOT of a traffic light 
repair needed at Main Street and Irvington 
Road, checked on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed) and responded 
to a domestic assault (boyfriend/girlfriend) 
on Goodluck Road. 

October 6: Staff investigated a sus-
picious vehicle complaint in Lively (no 
criminal incident involved) and responded 
to James Wharf Road on a complaint of 
cows in the highway. Staff responded to a 
disorderly conduct complaint in the 1900 
block of Iberis Road, to the area of 11100 
block of Mary Ball Road on a motorist’s 
report of a 7- to 8-year-old child playing 
in the ditch (child was removed, parent 
located), to an assault by threat and tres-
pass complaint in the 2200 block of Merry 
Point Road and to Weems and Irvington 
roads on a motorist’s report of heavy 
debris in the roadway. 

October 7: Staff contacted Baltimore 
authorities to deliver an emergency contact 
message for a Lancaster County family, and 
responded with Virginia State Police (VSP) 
to a two-vehicle traffic crash at Mary Ball 
and Pinckardsville roads. 

October 8: Staff responded to the 3900 
block of White Chapel Road to assist off-
duty officers with crowd control, discovered 
an unlocked door to a church during rou-
tine building checks (no criminal incident 
involved), responded to an assault by threat 
complaint on Levelfields Lane, responded 
to a stalking complaint on Courthouse Road, 
checked on the well-being of a Goodluck 
Road resident at the request of a concerned 

citizen (intoxicated subject, no emergency 
services needed) and responded to a noise 
violation complaint on Lara Road.

October 9: Staff investigated a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint on Rocky Neck 
Road, responded to a shots fired complaint 
in the area of Gaines Road and responded 
with KPD to a domestic assault complaint 
(boyfriend/girlfriend) on N. Main Street 
(intoxicated victim, no evidence of assault). 
Staff received a destruction of property 
report from the 8900 block of Mary Ball 
Road (rear window of vehicle, $500 loss) 
and responded to a domestic disturbance 
(husband/wife) on Chesapeake Trail. 

October 10: Staff responded with 
KPD to check on the well-being of a small 
child on E. Church Street (no emergency 
services needed). Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance (husband/wife) on 
Churchfields Lane, to a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash on Irvington Road (no contact 
made between vehicles) and to a suspicious 
person complaint on River Road. Staff noti-
fied the utility company  of a water main 
break in Lively, responded with Northum-
berland authorities to Roseneath Avenue 
as part of a Northumberland investigation 
and responded to a shots fired call on Ocran 
Road.   

October 11:  Staff responded with 
KPD and EMS to a medical emergency on 
Hatton Avenue.

The sheriff ’s staff also conducted 20 traf-
fic stops during the week, issued seven sum-
monses, assisted three motorists, received 
four deer strike reports, performed traffic 
control four times, answered seven build-
ing alarms and completed three inmate 
transports.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic crash at Mary 
Ball and Pinkardsville roads.

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a smoke report 
on Pierces Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
charges against nine individuals.
Felonies

John W. Weaver Jr., 22, of Callao was 
charged October 4 with writing two or 
more bad checks with an aggregate value of 
more than $200 within 90 days to a Callao 
area business.

Christopher Joel Richardson, 28, of 
Lottsburg was charged October 7 on grand 
jury indictments with eight counts each of 
felony child abuse and distributing mari-
juana to persons under the age of 18. He 
was also charged with taking indecent lib-
erties with a child and misdemeanor counts 
of purchasing alcohol for someone under 
the legal age and possession of marijuana.
Misdemeanors

A Kinsale woman, 26, was charged Octo-
ber 3 with assault and battery of a family or 
household member. She also was charged 
October 3 on a Westmoreland County war-
rant with failure to appear in the Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court.

A Callao man, 25, was charged October 
3 with assault and battery of a family or 
household member.

A Reedville woman, 23, was charged 
October 5 with giving false information to 
a police officer.

A Heathsville man, 38, was charged 
October 6 with driving while his license is 
suspended.

A Heathsville man, 36, was charged 
October 9 with two counts of animal 
neglect.

A Heathsville man, 26, was charged with 
assault and battery of a family or household 
member. He has been convicted twice pre-
viously within the last 20 years of assault to 
a family member.

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solver seeks infor-
mation on three wanted 
persons.

 Troy Donovan Bullock, 
40, is wanted for giving 
false information to an 
officer and driving as a 
habitual offender.

Bullock is a black male 
with brown hair and eyes. 
He is 5 feet 9 inches tall 
and weighs 160 pounds. 
His last known address 
was 2908 Stalham Road, 
Chesapeake.

Mark Cox, 38, is wanted 
for failure to pay child 
support.

 Cox is a black male with 
brown eyes, black hair, a 
beard and mustache. He 
is 6 feet 1 inch tall and 
weighs 250 pounds. His 
last known address was 6 
Sweet Gum Place, Hamp-
ton.

Kevin Johnson Hall, 24, 
is wanted on grand larceny 
charges. He is described as 
a black male, with black 
hair and brown eyes. He 
is 5 feet 6 inches tall and 
weighs 125 pounds. He is 
possibly hanging around 
in the Lancaster Shores 
area.

If you have information 
on any of these wanted sus-
pects, you are asked to call 
Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463. You 
do not have to give your 
name or appear in court. If 
your information is useful 
to law enforcement, you 
could receive a reward up 
to $1,000.

Troy Donovan Bullock

Mike Cox

Kevin Johnson Hall

CRIME
SOLVERS

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
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HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland Public 
Library in Heathsville is 
in trouble.  Because of its 
structure as a community-
owned entity, the library is 
not fully funded by the state 
and county.

Facing an income gap in 
fiscal year 2011, the library 
is preparing to mail its 
annual appeal for donations. 
This year’s appeal graphi-
cally describes the library’s 
needs and its fragile finan-
cial condition.

Financial statements for 
fiscal year 2011 show ordi-
nary income of $226,872 
and ordinary expenses of 
$236,065, projecting a defi-
cit balance of $9,193.

“We will be frank in tell-
ing the community our situ-
ation and our needs,” said 

The 220th anniversary of Robert Carter 
III’s emancipation of 509 slaves through a 

Deed of Manumission was celebrated Saturday 
at Morattico Baptist Church. It was the largest 
known freeing of slaves in America prior to the 
American Civil War in 1861.

“We’re here today to celebrate his vision and 
cunning,” said educator 
and author Daisy Howard-
Douglas. “The manumis-
sion is a luminous moment 
in Virginia history.”

Carter was the grandson 
of Robert “King” Carter, 
a colonist and one of the 
wealthiest men in America. 
As principal heir, Carter III 
inherited his grandfather’s 
16 plantations across the 
Northern Neck and north-
ern Virginia and chose to 
live at Nomini Hall Plan-
tation in Westmoreland 
County, said Peggy Evans 
Garland, author and attor-
ney.

“Slaves went with the 
land,” said Garland. Carter 
did not buy them, but 
acquired them by inheri-
tance, with their numbers 
increasing by procreation. 
Carter left the Anglican Church, choosing 
to follow the teachings of Lewis Lundsford, 
the first paster of Morattico Baptist Church. 
He came to believe “slavery was contrary to 
the principles of religious justice,” Garland 
reported. 

On September 5, 1791, he filed the Deed 
of Manumission in the Northumberland 
County Court, thus becoming the first 
emancipator. He freed 15 slaves each year, 

beginning January 2, 1792, she noted. 
“It took him over 20 years to free all of his 

slaves because he wanted to train and educate 
them” in trades such as blacksmiths, watermen, 
carpenters, artisans and educators, according 
to Howard-Douglas. “He created the largest 
population of freed men. This was unheard of 
and caused conflict and quite a stir.”

Howard-Douglas said Carter’s neighbors 
were unhappy with his 
action, believing it would 
cause an uprising of slaves 
and result in a decrease in 
the value of their property. 
“Everyone was angry...
including his children...
especially when he gave 
away some of his land to 
his slaves,” she said.

Carter chose to aban-
don the plantation life 
and move to Baltimore, 
leaving his lands to his 
son, George, who began 
buying more slaves. After 
Carter’s death in 1804, 
George tried to overturn 
the manumission in court, 
but when that failed, he 
continued to free the 
remaining slaves up to 
1820, said Garland.

According to the Rev. 
Craig Smith, pastor of 

Morattico Baptist Church, the church was 
founded in 1778 and it became known as the 
mother church of Baptists in the Northern 
Neck. Carter was a member and supporter 
who traveled from Nomini to Northumber-
land to attend services.

“Carter was searching,” said Rev. Smith. 
“He was a great man who had a vision of how 
things should be. Everyone now knows, look-
ing back, he was right.”

Northumberland Public Library is seeing red

Library treasurer Bill 
Kirby spells out a fragile 
financial condition in this 
year’s annual appeal for 
donations.

library trustees treasurer 
Bill Kirby. “Many folks are 
not aware that this ‘public’ 
library depends on donations 
to make up the difference 
between government con-
tributions and our expenses. 
To put it bluntly, we need to 
raise more money to make 
ends meet.”

He added that national 
nonprofit organizations use 
sophisticated techniques to 
raise money, but this library 
appeal is very much a local 
effort.

According to Kirby, the 
numbers are not encour-
aging. Over the last three 
fiscal years, library income 
has declined overall by 12% 
and expenses have had little 
change overall since fiscal 
year 2009. Over the same 
period, state government 

income is down 18%. And 
for FY 2012 the library is 
facing higher health insur-
ance costs.  

“The bottom line is that 

there is very little wiggle 
room to cut basic expenses. 
That means programs and 
services to the commu-
nity may be affected,” he 
explained. “The library 
simply won’t be able to 
purchase all of the books, 
subscriptions, and comput-
ers that are needed. Our 
county has several thou-
sand households that use 
the library, yet we receive 
less than 600 donations 
annually.”

Ordinary income projec-
tions for fiscal year 2012 
total $237,294, includ-
ing a county allocation of 
$110,000, state income of 

$39,294, miscellaneous 
receipts of $15,000, grants/
restricted income of $8,000 
and general fundraising 
contributions of $65,000.

Ordinary expense esti-
mates for fiscal year 2012 
total $236,048, includ-
ing $21,000 for programs, 
$10,130 for administra-
tion, $4,900 for fundrais-
ing, $12,300 for insurance, 
$13,100 for maintenance, 
$151,258 for payroll, $200 
for printing, $8,600 for pro-
fessional fees, $5,160 for 
technology, and $9,400 for 
utilities.

Projected net income at 
the end of the fiscal cycle 

would total $1,246.
Set to go out October 

28, some 7,000 mailings 
will be sent to households 
in the library community, 
Kirby added. The package 
will include an income and 
expenses statement, along 
with a fact-filled cover 
letter/form, return enve-
lope, and a book mark with 
library information.

Library officials indi-
cated that should the annual 
appeal for donations fall 
short of the $65,000 goal, 
they may consider a specific 
appeal to county businesses 
and additional fundraising 
such as a 5K race.

Community celebrates
the 220th anniversary of
document freeing slaves

Robert Carter III (1728–1804) 
was the namesake of Robert 
“King” Carter (1663–1732). 
Carter III became known as the 
first emancipator of slaves. Photo 
courtesy of Virginia Historical Society.

by Audrey Thomason

2012 COLLECTION

Alan Furs
of Richmond

invites you to a 
Restyle and Repair Clinic.

Let Alan Furs show you how to
transform your old fur into 

something new and exciting!
Trade-In, Trade-Up sale

now in progress.

Cyndy’s Bynn
Thursday, October 20

11 am – 4 pm
311 Virginia Street, 
Urbanna, VA 23175

804-758-3756
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L A N C A S T E R — A 
debate among candidates 
seeking the position of 
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney for Lancaster County 
in the November 8 elec-
tion will be held from 3 
to 4 p.m. October 29 at 
the Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department in 
Lively.

The debate, organized 
by a group of citizens, will 
be preceded by a meet-
and-greet session among 
candidates seeking public 
office in Lancaster, as well 
as those seeking election 
to Senate District 4 and 
Delegate District 99 seats. 
All candidates have been 
invited to attend, said Liz 
Failmezger, who is spear-
heading the effort.

The informal meet-and-
greet session will begin at 
2 p.m.

Incumbent Common-
wealth’s Attorney Jeff 
Schmidt, R. Wayne Nun-
nally and Robert Cunning-
ham were all invited to 
participate in the debate, 
said  Failmezger.

Schmidt and Nunnally 
have indicated they will 
participate, she said.

However, Cunningham 
indicated he won’t be able 

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster Citizens for Edu-
cation (LCFE) will host an 
education forum at 7 p.m. 
October 25 at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock.

School superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Lukich will speak on 
the state of public schools 
in Lancaster and his vision 
for the future of the county’s 
public schools, according 
to LCFE representative Bill 
Chapman. Dr. Lukich also 
will respond to questions 
from the audience.

Following his presenta-

tion, the community will 
have an opportunity to hear 
the education visions of can-
didates in contested races for 
school board and board of 
supervisors in the November 
8 election.

Participants will include 
District 3 incumbent super-
visor Pete Geilich and chal-
lenger Jason Bellows, as well 
as District 2 school board 
candidate Kelly Kellum. 
Incumbent District 2 school 
board member and current 
chairman Ella Davis has 
declined an invitation to par-
ticipate. The audience will 

have an opportunity to ask 
questions of the candidates.

“This will be the fi rst 
of a number of programs 
designed to engage the com-
munity in a positive and 
robust discussion about our 
public education system 
in Lancaster County,” said 
Chapman.

“Every member of our 
community—whether the 
parent or grandparent of a 
child in the school system, 
or a business owner, or a 
property owner—we all have 
a stake in the success of our 
public schools,” continued 

Chapman. “Vibrant schools 
are essential to the success of 
our entire community and we  
need to start painting a vision 
for the future of our schools. 
We also need to have that 
vision in mind when we go 
to the polls in a few weeks.”

The mission of the 
recently formed LCFE is “to 
engage our community in 
the creation of a world-class 
public education system 
in Lancaster County, one 
that lifts our students, adds 
value to our community, and 
becomes a model for others,” 
said Chapman.

■ Accolades
The Virginia League 

of Conservation Voters 
(VALCV) will hold a recep-
tion to honor and thank Del. 
Harvey Morgan and Del. 
Albert Pollard for protect-
ing Virginia’s environment 
during their years of service 
in the General Assembly. 

Conservation supporters 
are invited to join VALCV 
for the “by ticket” cocktail 
reception from 4 to 6 p.m. 
October 23 at the home of 
A.B. and Diane Gravatt in 
Urbanna. To purchase tick-
ets, visit valcv.org, or call 
225-1902.

■ Voter registration
Citizens are reminded the 

last day to register to vote 
in the  November 8 elec-
tion is Monday, October 17. 
Those who registered some-
where other than the offi ce 
of the general registrar are 
reminded to contact the 
voter registrar by October 
17 if they have not received 
a voter registration card.

The voter registrar for 
Lancaster County is Peggy 
Harding. Her offi ce is 
at 8694 Mary Ball Road 
in Lancaster. Her phone 
number is 462-5277. 

The voter registrar for 
Northumberland County is 
Kathy Goddard. Her offi ce 
is at 72 Monument Place 
in Heathsville. Her phone 
number is 580-4655.

IRVINGTON—The town council meets at 7:30 
p.m. tonight (October 13) at 235 Steamboat Road. 

Zoning administrator Bob Hardesty is expected to 
give an update on a derelict boathouse on Carter’s Creek. 
Committee reports will update council on certifi cation in 
emergency response training and golf cart signage.

A request from David Fridley for a pump and haul 
permit will be considered. Also, members will discuss 
a request for three signs at the Dog and Oyster Winery; 
changing the start times for council meetings; and a 
Drought Management ordinance.

A closed session will be held to review bids on tear-
ing down the Thomas house on town property on Chesa-
peake Drive.

KILMARNOCK—On Monday, October 17, the town 
council is expected to vote on a request from Rappahan-
nock Community College for $82,000 in funding for a 
center in Kilmarnock.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the town hall, 514 
North Main Street.

Four public hearings also are scheduled. The fi rst will 
address proposed amendments to the sign ordinance 
dealing with electronic and animated signs.

Following a second hearing on proposed amendments 
to the nuisance ordinance, council will consider stiffer 
penalties for repeat offenders who do not mow their 
lawns.

Council also will consider proposed amendments to 
ordinances dealing with the Technology Zone and the 
Kilmarnock Enterprise Zone.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. today (October 13) 
in the courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

Sean Trapani, VDOT residency administrator for the 
Northern Neck, and superintendent of schools Clint Sta-
bles will give reports.

The board will go into a closed meeting at 5:45 p.m. to 
discuss a personnel matter.

Public hearings scheduled for 7 p.m. include:

and Eagle River Construction to construct an addition 
to a dwelling that is partially within the seaward 50-foot 
resource protection area at 230 Carolina Drive in Bay 
Quarter Shores.

struct an open–sided boathouse on Taskmaker Creek at 
650 Taskmaker Lane near Tibitha.

unoccupied mobile home at 620 Lewisetta Road near 
Lottsburg.

Northern Neck Regional Enterprise Zone to include 
approximately 25 acres at the old Northumberland High 
School property.

The public comment period will open at 7:45 p.m. for 
discussion of the Bluff Point PUD.

CLARAVILLE—The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will conduct a hearing related to menha-
den fi shing at 6 p.m. Monday, October 17, in the Nor-
thumberland High School Auditorium at 201 Academic 
Lane in Claraville.

The hearing will address Draft Addendum V Amend-
ment 1 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for 
Atlantic Menhaden, which could place further restric-
tions on the menhaden fi shing industry.

The Potomac River Fisheries Commission will con-
duct a similar hearing at 6:30 p.m. October 18 at the 
PRFC Building, 222 Taylor Street, in Colonial Beach.

The Draft Addendum proposes establishing a new 
interim fi shing mortality threshold and target (based on 
maximum spawning potential) with the goal of increas-
ing abundance, spawning stock biomass, and menhaden 
availability as a forage species.

The menhaden management board will meet in 
November at the annual meeting of the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission to review public comment 
and consider fi nal action on the addendum. The board 
also may consider moving forward on a subsequent 
addendum to establish associated management mea-
sures. The intent is to fi nalize these management mea-
sures for implementation in 2013.

Fishermen and other interested groups are encour-
aged to provide input at the hearing or through written 
comments. Copies of Draft Addendum V are avail-
able at asmfc.org under breaking news, or by calling 
703-842-0740.

The comment deadline is 5 p.m. (EST) November 
2. Written comments may be forwarded to Toni Kerns, 
Senior Fishery Management Plan Coordinator for Man-
agement, 1050 N. Highland St., Suite 200 A-N, Arling-
ton, VA 22201; 703-842-0741 (FAX), or tkerns@asmfc.
org (subject line: Menhaden Draft Addendum V).

The Agenda
Local Government News

Education forum is planned October 25

Debate set for Commonwealth’s Attorney candidates

NEWS 
BREAK

WEST POINT—Work on 
the $2.4 million improve-
ment project at West Point 
Creek has reached the half-
way point and a new traf-
fi c pattern will be installed 
within the next two weeks. 
Route 33 traffi c will be 
shifted in the work zone 
from the westbound lanes 
to the eastbound lanes. 

Traffi c will remain 
reduced from four lanes to 
two lanes in the work zone, 
with one lane of traffi c 
open in each direction. New 
pavement markings and 
signs and message boards 
will channel vehicles into 
the proper travel lanes. The 
project completion date is 
May 20, 2012.

Bridge traffi  c changes due

to participate.
“My campaign has twice 

advised the individual who  
is attempting to stage an 
election debate for Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
candidates in Lively on 
the 29th that unfortunately 
prior commitments make 
it impossible for me to 
attend,” said Cunningham.

“We have done and are 
doing a number of forums, 
debates and joint appear-
ances with one or both 
of the other candidates in 
this race which have been 
organized by recognized 
groups, including one this 
week at the Lively fire-
house. In the few weeks 
remaining until the elec-
tion, I will continue to 
do everything possible to 
reach out to the citizens 
of Lancaster County to 
talk with them about why 
I believe I am the  most 
qualified candidate for this 
important county office.”

The debate will have a 
structured, timed question 
format and the moderator 
will be school superinten-

dent Dr. Daniel Lukich, 
said Failmezger.

Consideration of ques-
tions from the public to 
be asked the day of the 
event may be sent to Liz.
Failmezger@gmail.com.

Anyone interested in 
organizing a local chapter 
of the League of Women 
Voters is urged to contact 
Failmezger at 462-0783, 
or Liz.Failmezger@gmail.
com.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext.  13
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Four months ago I wrote a column 
about the centennial of the birth of 

Dick Hillier. This week the subject is the 
other side of the Hillier coin, namely, 
Margaret, who on Saturday will become 
a nonagenarian. She lives in her vener-
able old family home, “Mount Pleasant,” 
which was built for her Snow ancestors 
by the legendary local carpenter, Willie 
Stegeman. 

Margaret was born a mile down the 
road at “Wicomico View,” which was the 
veritable birthplace of many local folks 
of her generation. She grew up at Sandy 
Point and at 20, during World War II, she 
married Dick Hillier. After the war they 
returned to his teaching post at Saint 
Andrew’s School in Middletown, Dela-
ware, one highlight of which was a year-
long sabbatical in Europe. 

They remained at Saint Andrew’s until 
Dick’s retirement in 1970. At that time 
they returned to “Mount Pleasant,” which 
they had been restoring during the sum-
mers, and began the full-fledged transfor-
mation of the house from what had been a 
storage building for hay, into a neo-clas-
sical gem, based on Dick’s lifelong study 
of classical art and architecture. Their 
effort was unique in that almost all of the 

work, from digging a basement to install-
ing ornate woodwork and plaster ceilings, 
constituted one gigantic do-it-yourself, or 
I should say, do-it-yourselves, project.

Margaret likes to recount her experi-
ence hauling the buckets of dirt to exca-
vate the basement, and holding the pieces 
of ceiling plaster in place until it dried. 
She says, “Dick designed and I held.”

She made her own mark on the under-
taking in the form of designing and 
making most of the drapes and needle-
work throughout the house. She has done 
more work with a needle than anyone I 
ever have known. It is all exquisitely laid 
out, and executed with her impeccable 
eye for symmetry and detail. 

In the extensive garden and yard area, 
the same element of taste and arrange-
ment is evident wherever one looks. The 
latter has been enhanced in recent years in 
the style of a formal garden in the shape 
of the Union Jack, by her daughter, Anne, 
who lives with her husband, Eddie Rit-
tenhouse, in the adjoining cottage. When 
“Mount Pleasant” was opened for His-
toric Garden Week many years ago, one 
visitor asked Margaret who had been the 
landscape architect. She responded, “We 
were.” Of course, the answer came as a 
great surprise.

With Margaret’s domestic designs 
having taken shape, she engaged in 
another facet of the decorative world 
by starting to paint. She used oils as her 
medium, and began by documenting old 
buildings that she feared would be lost to 
the community. She proved herself to be 
as capable with the artist’s brush as she 
had been with the garden hoe and the 
other instruments of her labor of love.

The eye for design and form affects all 
that Margaret does. Each of her meals is 
a miniature work of art, with the serving 
pieces perfectly arranged, and the plates 
turned into palates to maximize the colors 
of the various foods that she is serving. 

The simplest meal in her house has always 
been a genuine feast.

Genealogy also has been a consuming 
interest for Margaret over the years. She 
has hundreds of relatives in the Northern 
Neck, and is adept at telling what level of 
cousin and how many times removed each 
of them is. Her sister, Mildred Coles, who 
lives in Florida, is a retired Foreign Ser-
vice Officer who has spent her own retire-
ment delving into genealogy, indicating 
that it is a trait truly of genetic propor-
tions.

Knowing and tracing family history 
goes with Margaret’s great avocation, the 
hobby that has guided her through the 
past nine decades, reading. She is a born 
reader, who enjoys discussing her current 
and past perusals with the enthusiasm of a 
young reader and the sagacity of her years 
of wisdom. Few good books have escaped 
her reading.

On Saturday Margaret probably will 
begin the day as usual with a stroll down 
the avenue of pecan trees that leads up 
to her home, happy to be living among 
her roots, and looking with zest for the 
next decade to be as good as the previous 
nine.

“Ad multos annos!”, Margaret.

Margaret likes to recount 
her experience hauling the 
buckets of dirt to excavate 
the basement, and hold-
ing the pieces of ceiling 
plaster in place until it 
dried. 

Focal Point

Butterflies enjoying the gorgeous autumn weather.

Photo by Nadege Watson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and 
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, 
subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

I write this letter to sup-
port the re-election of Jeff 
Schmidt as Commonwealth’s 
Attorney and in memory of 
my father, H. Jack Boles, 
who served for 32 years as 
Virginia State Trooper in 
Lancaster County.

He told me and every-
one else who would listen 
that during his 32 years as 
a trooper he was exposed to 
every court in the Northern 
Neck and others throughout 
Virginia, and during that 
time Jeff Schmidt was with-
out question one of the best 
Commonwealth’s Attorneys 
he had ever known.

He always told us that all 
other law enforcement offi-
cers felt the same way and 
that we needed to re-elect 
Jeff Schmidt as our experi-
enced prosecutor.

The same is true today. On 
behalf of myself, and all of 
the Boles and Abbott fami-
lies, I recommend that all 
of the citizens in our county 
vote to re-elect Jeff Schmidt 
as our experienced prosecu-
tor on November 8.

Bonnie Boles Abbott,
White Stone

Re-elect Schmidt

I am writing on behalf 
of my town councilman, 
neighbor, litigator and 
friend of over 20 years, R. 
Wayne Nunnally. Those 
who know, find him to be 
fully approachable and 
completely responsive to the 
thoughts, ideas and requests 
of his constituents.

We, as a county and a 
country have a flawed jus-
tice system—of this we are 
aware. I believe that Nun-
nally would not use our tax-
payers’ monies in order to 
enhance his personal record 
of convictions. He is an 
honest, energetic attorney 
with 40 years of experience. 

He has the intelligence to 
effectively analyze all legal 
cases on behalf of the Com-
monwealth for the benefit of 
all our fellow citizens. Nun-
nally will not waste court 
time and our tax dollars to 
prosecute those who are 
obviously innocent.

His affiliations include 
The College of William & 
Mary Alumni Association, 
The American Bar Associa-
tion, as well as Bar Associa-
tions of Virginia, Florida, 
District of Columbia, and 
the Northern Neck, to name 
a few.  He is also a director 
of the Boys and Girls Club 
of the Northern Neck and of 
the Family Maternity Center 
of the Northern Neck.

Nunnally is a Sunday 
school teacher and a deacon 
at Irvington Baptist Church. 
His wife, Frances, is a life-
long member of IBC.  Her 
father, Dr. W.L. Lampkin, 
was baptized, ordained, and 
served as interim minister of 
his home church. 

Mrs. Nunnally’s great-
great-grandfather, James O. 
Hayden in the late 1890s 
donated part of the land 
on which Irvington Baptist 
Church was built.  Their 

Nunnally is
the very best

family roots run deep.
I hope that we as citizens 

of Lancaster County will 
have the good sense to vote 
for R. Wayne Nunnally—
the very best candidate for 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
of Lancaster County. 

Tom Pugh,
Irvington

I support the re-election 
of Jeff Schmidt as Com-
monwealth’s Attorney of 
Lancaster County.

Jeff Schmidt has repre-
sented Lancaster County 
well during his 28 years 
in office. He is honest and 
caring and treats people 
with dignity and respect. He 
knows the law and is tough 
when he needs to be tough 
and is also compassionate 
when that is appropriate.

You do not just see Jeff 
Schmidt involved in local 
affairs during election time. 
He is out helping in our 
community all of the time.

I don’t think anybody 
could have done a finer 
job. Please vote to re-elect 
Jeff Schmidt as Common-
wealth’s Attorney.

Marguerite Ajootian,
White Stone

Schmidt is 
doing a fine job

Shopping for anything can 
be trying these days. There 
are so many different brands, 
at different prices, and all 
have glowing descriptions 
on the package.  

Yet, it’s almost impos-
sible to pick one over the 
other just by description.  
The description is simply 
designed to sell the product. 
It’s marketing.  Whether or 
not the product has value 
can’t be determined until 
it’s used, until it’s seen some 
action. 

On the sides of the county 
roads, we see plenty of elec-
tion marketing. There are 
yard signs, and giant yard 
signs. More than a few 
homes have yard signs of 
opposing candidates. Pam-
phlets and postcards are 
filling our mailboxes and, 
occasionally, we see candi-
dates marching in parades.  
But none of this provides a 
sense of how someone will 
perform on the job. 

How well will our repre-
sentative present arguments 
supporting our needs?  In 
an adversarial environment, 
will our representative 
display the mental agility 
needed to sell an idea or a 
cause? 

 Soon, we will lose our 
independent voice in Rich-
mond.  Mr. Pollard gained 
the respect of his colleagues 
with a quick mind, and a 
passion for the Northern 
Neck. Succeeding Albert 
with a passive partisan 
would be a disservice to the 
District. We need a strong, 
vocal, independent advocate 
in Richmond.

The Rappahannock 
Record recently printed a 
letter about “Two decent 
candidates.”  The writers 

We deserve
a debate

suggest that our two rela-
tively unknown candidates 
for Delegate engage in a 
debate. A debate not only 
provides insight into a can-
didate’s strengths and char-
acter, but also spotlights that 
mental agility needed to be 
a successful representative.

A debate is something 
that the candidates “owe … 
to the great people of the 
99th District.”  A debate is a 
showcase of ideas and a test 
of direction.  We deserve a 
debate.

Bob Prescott,
Lancaster

As we approach our 
next elections, we exercise 
our cherished freedom to 
express our views about the 
various candidates for the 
office of Commonwealth’s 
Attorney.

We are faced with an ava-
lanche of creative words 
and claims posted by many 
who would seek our support 
and our votes for this high 
elected office.

 Everyone, naturally, 
wants to write their long 
qualification lists about 
their favorite candidates to 
suggest how effective they 
might be in office and how 
their long list of experiences 
in other jobs suggest they 
might make them suitable 
candidates for Common-
wealth’s Attorney.

But do we completely 
understand the complex 
demands of this office 
and the day-to-day excel-

Schmidt 
demonstrates
excellence

lence required to perform 
the duties of this position, 
always at the highest level? 
Do all the candidates have 
the special skills needed to 
handle this job with excel-
lence?

 I believe Jeff Schmidt  is 
the only candidate who has 
served as our Common-
wealth’s Attorney. In this 
role he has demonstrated 
excellence in the perfor-
mance of the duties of Com-
monwealth’s Attorney and 
has a long and varied history 
of meaningful and respon-
sive community service.

Jeff Schmidt has per-
formed in the job—year 
after year—without faltering 
or hesitation. He is a person 
of courage and honor, pos-
sessing the required experi-
ence and knowledge for the 
job.

I believe Jeff Schmidt is 
the candidate with all the 
qualifications needed for the 
office of Commonwealth’s 
Attorney. If you want integ-
rity, experience and excel-
lence in your Common-
wealth’s Attorney, I respect-
fully request you to, please, 
give your support to Jeff 
Schmidt.

 Kenneth Baker,
Weems

I write this letter on 
behalf of the re-election of 
Jeff Schmidt as  Common-
wealth’s Attorney of Lan-
caster County.

I served as Virginia State 
Game Warden for Lancaster 
County and the North-
ern Neck for 27 years and 

Schmidt is 
a conservationist

recently retired.
Jeff Schmidt was and is 

the best Commonwealth’s 
Attorney in the Northern 
Neck. He is always acces-
sible, always well prepared, 
always knows the law and 
obtains the best and fairest 
result. He is well respected 
by all of the people in the 
court system and should be 
re-elected.

Jeff Schmidt is a conser-
vationist, boater, hunter and 
fisherman and knows our 
waters and fields, and how 
to protect these valuable 
resources. He also knows the 
people of Lancaster County 
and represents them well.

Please vote to re-elect Jeff 
Schmidt on November 8.

Bob Mathers,
Lancaster

An October 6 letter, “Rhet-
oric challenged,” criticized 
a talk given by Dr. Martin 
Mangino on the “Science of 
Climate Change” to the 99th 
District Tea Party. The writer 
asserted that Dr. Mangino’s 
presentation lacked support-
ing scientific peer reviewed 
sources; and that he claimed 
there is no global warming.

After reviewing Dr. Mang-
ino’s presentation, all the data 
shown included the sources, 
all from credible scientific 
organizations including the 
UN Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC). 
Dr. Mangino did not claim 
there was no global warm-
ing. He shows the world has 
been warming since the last 
ice age but in a pattern of 
ups and downs. Depending 
on what period you pick, you 
can “prove” we’re on track 
to global boiling or global 
freezing. What he did claim 
was that scientific evidence 
for man-made global warm-
ing is virtually non-existent.

 The writer might read The 
Deniers by Lawrence Solo-
mon, an environmentalist 
who decided to investigate 
scientists who dared dis-
pute the “settled science” of 
man-induced global warm-
ing and discovered that on 
every global warming issue, 
the dissenters were by far the 
more accomplished and emi-
nent scientists.

Another, more weighty 
book, Heaven and Earth – 
global warming the missing 
science by Ian Plimer, pro-
fessor at the School of Earth 
and Environmental Sciences, 
University of Adelaide and 
twice winner of Australia’s 
highest scientific honor, pro-
vides heaps of thoroughly 
referenced information 
that completely support Dr. 
Mangino’s arguments.

Anthropogenic global 
warming is an attractive 
theory only to people sup-
porting agendas for central-
ization and concentration of 
power over human life and 
activity.  We invite speakers 
to get at the truth, not to feed 
biases.

If the letter’s author knows 
a credible speaker to contra-
dict Dr. Mangino, we will be 
happy to invite him or her.

 Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

Talk defended

As a resident of District 4 
in Northumberland County, 
I encourage people to con-
sider Betty Christopher as 
our representative for the 
school board.

Ms. Christopher, a retired 
educator, has years of expe-
rience with the needs of our 
students and the faculty. 
Having been a parent, she 
understands the concerns of 
the parents for a quality edu-
cation to increase the oppor-
tunities of their children.

Ms. Christopher believes 
in collaboration, the idea 
that we must work together 
to bring superior education 
to our students so they can 
compete in our society.

The residents of District 
4 will have an advocate in 
Ms. Christopher. She will 
be working to represent our 
voices on the school board. 
I would like to recommend 
Betty Christopher as our 
representative for District 4 
school board.

Jacquelyn Mann,
Kilmarnock

Elect 
Betty Christopher

The storm swirling 
around the Bluff Point PUD 
brings to mind a basic prin-
ciple that has come to be 
known as the Pottery Barn 
rule. “If you break it, you 
own it.”

I hope the members of 
the Northumberland board 
of supervisors keep this 
thought in mind as they 
chew over the pros and 
cons of granting a special 
exception permit to Bluff 
Point Holdings, LLC.

As I wrote a year or so 
ago, “We may not know 
how much environmen-
tal damage the Bluff Point 
PUD will cause until it is 
too late.” Because the site 
of the Bluff Point PUD 
abounds in environmen-
tally-sensitive elements, 
including wetlands, high 
water table, shrink-swell 
soils, tidal shorelines and 
channels, and flood zones, 
serious and lasting damage 
from development is a real 
threat.

I had hoped that the 
recent Bluff Point Evalu-
ation Study by AES Con-
sulting Engineers would 
identify the environmental 
threats to the locality and 
assess their impact. Unfor-
tunately, the consultant’s 
report fell far short of pro-
viding the kind of informa-
tion necessary for calculat-
ing the magnitude of envi-
ronmental damage. We are 
left sadly in the dark.

If the supervisors should 
decide to approve a special 
permit for the Bluff Point 
PUD without the appropri-
ate knowledge of environ-
mental consequences, then 
they must assume respon-
sibility for any harm that 
may arise as a result of their 
decision. If they break it, 
they own it.

Frank Fletcher,
Reedville

Break it,
and own it
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Time for Changing of the Guard
As a citizen, taxpayer, registered voter and small business 
owner in Lancaster County, here is what I am looking for in 
a new sheriff:

1. To come around to all businesses every year to talk with 
us, to get to know each of us as individuals and to listen to 
what we want from our sheriff. I have been in business for 
seventeen years and owned my property at 361 Irvington 
Road for nine years. Sheriff Crockett drives past my busi-
ness every day and has never stopped in. In fact, he speaks 
to no one except during election year.
2. Parents who are having problems with their out-of-
control teenagers can come to their sheriff and he can try to 
talk with them to help them find their way in life. His words 
and wisdom can go a long way. Right now, we get no help 
at all.
3. School bullies - I would like for the sheriff to take these 
kids once or twice a year with one parent to Camp 17 or 
Lancaster County Jail and show them what life can be like 
for them if they do not change their ways.
4. When a citizen or a business owner asks a question 
of any deputy, they should get a professional reply, not 
rudeness because of someone’s race or color or using the 
badge to do whatever they feel like doing. This is going on 
now and it needs to stop.
5. I would like to see more minority women and men have 
the opportunity to become police officers here in Lancaster 
County.
6. When a deputy makes racial slurs, he or she should be 
fired, not just reprimanded. All citizens of Lancaster County 
deserve to be treated equally, with respect, by their public 
servants.
7. I want to see a psychological evaluation done on all 
deputies at least once a year to be certain none have is-
sues that could interfere with clear judgment.
8. I want my sheriff to talk to the high school kids once or 
twice a year and teach them about appropriate ways to 
address a police officer, such as not turning away, to keep 
their hands at their sides, and not to use profanity.

I have known Melvin L. Howard Jr. my entire life and he is 
one of the nicest and kindest people you will ever meet. He 
has 33 years as a deputy. Come election time, we all need 
to vote for Melvin Howard Jr. for Sheriff or we can expect 
another four years of the same old thing–nothing.

James D. Fischer
CEO
Paradise Enterprises, Inc., Clarke’s Cleaning and General 
Maintenance, Stingray’s Food Service

Paid for by James D. Fischer
Not authorized by a candidate

   R. Wayne

NUNNALLY

Paid for and authorized by R. Wayne Nunnally for Commonwealth’s Attorney

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

He is Experienced
and

“on a journey to be your 
Commonwealth’s Attorney”

Join our team

YOUR LETTERS

It’s hard to believe 
November and Election Day 
are just around the corner. 

There is an important race 
in Northumberland County 
everyone should be paying 
attention to and that is, the 
position of sheriff. There 
are two candidates running, 
Greg Keyser and Charles A 
Wilkins.  My husband and 
I have attended a couple of 
“meet and greet” functions 
for Mr. Keyser and we were 
quite impressed with his 
progressive attitude towards 
the department and all of 
the things he has planned,  if 
elected.

At a recent “meet and 
greet,”  Mr. Keyser said the 
county is at a distinct dis-
advantage when applying 
for grant money due to the 
fact that Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is not accredited. It is 
the only department in the 
Northern Neck that is not 
accredited. There are many 
benefits to be derived from 
having your department 
accredited. When all is said 
and done, accreditation of 
a law enforcement agency 
does make a difference.  I 
know this to be a fact. I 
worked for the national 
accreditation program for 
11 years.

In March 2, Sheriff 
Wilkins stated the depart-
ment was halfway through 
the accreditation process 
and if he is re-elected, he 
would continue to work to 
get the department accred-
ited by the Virginia Law 
Enforcement Professional 
Standards Commission.  In 
June 15, Sheriff Wilkins 
stated he was not pursuing 
accreditation for the depart-
ment because the only ben-
efit was a pay raise for him. 

Which is it?  Are you 
halfway through or do you 
have no interest in pursuing 
accreditation for the Nor-
thumberland County Sher-
iff ’s Department?

With his 18 years of expe-
rience and the  progressive 

Accreditation
is important

attitude that he portrays, 
the citizens of Northumber-
land County would benefit 
greatly with the election of 
Greg Keyser for sheriff.

Martha Mahieu,
Heathsville

A couple of years ago, 
I enrolled in an online 
accounting class at Rappah-
annock Community College 
in order to better oversee 
financial reporting for the 
library.

My goal was to learn to 
speak the language of book-
keepers, treasurers and audi-
tors, but the actual process 
of taking an on-line class 
also was beneficial.  Since 
then, I have assisted scores 
of library patrons with 
online class assignments 
and homework—all because 
I had taken a class myself.

Education often yields 
lessons that exceed those 
outlined in the syllabus and 
textbook. 

With Rappahannock 
Community College, folks 
will discover all the rewards 
of the classroom, but more 
importantly, will impart the 
unanticipated value of their 
own educational experi-
ences to a future generation 
of students. As the director 
of the Lancaster Commu-
nity Library, I look forward 
to partnering with Rappah-
annock Community College 
to advance lifelong learning 
in Lancaster County and the 
surrounding areas.

As an eternal pupil in 
life, I look forward to taking 
a few more accounting 
classes.  

Lindsy Gardner, 
Kilmarnock

Looking forward
to RCC here

I’m writing on behalf of 
Melvin Howard Jr., who is 
running for Sheriff of Lan-
caster County.

Mr. Howard retired from 
the Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Department after a distin-
guished 33 years of service. 
During his career, he not 

Vote for Howard

only did his job in an exem-
plary manner, but also con-
tinued to expand his educa-
tion in criminal justice and 
law enforcement.

When I was involved 
in a serious accident, Mr. 
Howard arrived immedi-
ately and assisted me in a 
professional manner.

Mr. Howard would come 
out all hours of the night and 
day to assist the Lancaster 
County residents because 
he was genuinely concerned 
and dedicated to all citizens 
of Lancaster County.

I feel the citizens and tax-
payers deserve more than a 
nine to three non-responsive 
existing sheriff.

I urge you this November 
to vote along with me, for 
Mr. Melvin Howard Jr. for 
sheriff.

Archie Lake,
Lancaster

Enough already. After 
more than a quarter of a 
century, the citizens of 
Lancaster County deserve 
inspired leadership at the 
helm of the sheriff ’s depart-
ment heading up an impar-
tial team to shake up the 
complacency to effectively 
cope with the special chal-
lenges of the 21st century, 
instead of four more years 
of the same old thing.

As our new sheriff, Melvin 
L. Howard Jr. will give us 
options that have not been 
tried before. For $84,000 a 
year, the people of Lancaster 
County ought to be getting 
our money’s worth—some 
real innovations, fundamen-
tal policy shifts and plenty 
of dynamic improvements to 
law enforcement services–
for a change.

In these hard times, those 
of us who are underem-
ployed and less privileged 
are good and ready to chal-
lenge the entrenched, well-
connected old timer and his 
cozy crew. It’s time we cut 
Ronnie Crockett loose so 
he can focus more attention 
on his side business, selling 
real estate, and let Melvin 
Howard give us his enthusi-

We have a choice

astic 100% full time.
He’s a native son with 

plenty of experience as 
Deputy Sheriff and all of 
the right educational quali-
fications. I know Melvin 
is upbeat by nature, cheer-
ful and friendly, a genuine 
“people person. Clearly he 
cares about other people and 
their concerns.

His whole manner shows 
his interest in helping every 
member of our community, 
not just influential big wigs. 
As sheriff, his pledge to all 
citizens is that he and his 
deputies will operate with 
integrity, honesty, fairness 
and impartiality.

Fortunately, we do not 
have to resign ourselves 
to putting up with medio-
cre performance anymore. 
This November, the people 
of Lancaster County can 
vote in a new sheriff whose 
department will meet the 
needs of many more people 
from all walks of life.

Now, finally, we do have a 
choice.

J. S. Brent,
White Stone

My family and I have 
known and worked with Jeff 
Schmidt for over 25 years in 
youth programs in Lancaster 
County

From Parks and Recreation 
sports coaching, participation 
as speaker, mentor and advi-
sor in primary school, middle 
school and high school pro-
grams for students, to Boys & 
Girls Club legal advisor, direc-
tor and volunteer, we know of 
his genuine commitment to 
the development of youth in 
our county.

We have also seen him 
perform as Commonwealth’s 
Attorney and know him to be 
fair and just and looking out 
for the interest of Lancaster 
County.

We are voting for Jeff 
Schmidt for re-election as 
Commonwealth’s Attorney on 
November 8 and encourage 
others to vote for him too.

Mozell Carter,
Mollusk

Schmidt is 
fair and just

The “American Dream” 
has never been more threat-
ened than it is today. Not 
only are people losing their 
homes and others their jobs; 
our college students have 
outrageous debt from stu-
dent loans. We told them a 
college education was nec-
essary. Necessary not just 
for an education but for the 
‘American Dream.’  

In America, student loan 
debt exceeds credit card 
debt and within one year it 
will exceed $1 trillion. After 
graduating many students 

Do right 
by students

owe more in student loans 
than a house payment. Give 
them the average starting 
salary of $30,000 a year and 
what chance do they have 
for that ‘American Dream?’

Because of these debts, 
millions of Americans are 
putting off starting busi-
nesses, getting married, 
having children and buying 
homes. The American tax-
payers bailed out the finan-
cial industry , why not do 
right by American students, 
people who are punished 
just for doing the right 
thing.

Celeste Gates,
Burgess



A8 RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD  

Good Music, Good Food & Fun!
The Honeywind Bluegrass Boys

at the

Northumberland County Republican
Oyster Roast

Saturday, October 15, 2:00-5:00pm

Cowart’s Seafood
off Lake Rd. in Lottsburg
Adults $35 in Advance

$40 at Gate
Children 7-12 $5, Under 7 Free

Tickets available at:
Heathsville Insurance, EVB Burgess, Lilian Home 

Center, Wildest Dreams, RW Sports Center
or call 580-4046

Enjoy steamed and raw oysters, chili dogs, clam 
chowder, dessert, soda & beer and all the fi xins’

Special guests
Congressman Rob Wittman

Senator Richard Stuart, senator ryan mcdougle
and margaret ransone

Paid for by the Northumberland County 
Republican Committee & Patrick O’Brien, Chair

PLEASE VOTE TO
RE-ELECT

JEFF SCHMIDT
COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY

If I have not had the chance to ask you 
personally for your vote this year, and 
to thank you for allowing me to serve as 
Commonwealth’s Attorney for 28 years, it 
is because I am working hard, all day long, 
every day for the citizens of Lancaster 
County. I would sincerely appreciate the 
opportunity to continue as your Common-
wealth’s Attorney for four more years, and 
I would appreciate your support and your 
vote on November 8.

Authorized by C. Jeffers “Jeff ” Schmidt, Jr.

For those who have family or friends who have passed away or 
survived breast cancer, October is a special month.
On October 27 the Rappahannock Record will publish a 
commemorative section remembering those we’ve lost and 
honoring the survivors.

To submit a name, call (804) 435-1701, send via email to mail@
RRecord.com or visit our website, RRecord.com. 

The cost is $5 and a portion of the proceeds will go to the 
Rappahannock General Hospital Oncology Patient Assistance Fund.

YOUR LETTERS

The Northumberland 
supervisors will meet at 7 
p.m. October 13 at the courts 
building in Heathsville to 
discuss bonding the pro-
posed Bluff Point PUD, and 
may vote that night.

The consultant’s recom-
mendation that approval of 
the Special Exception Permit 
for the PUD be contingent 
on “approval by the appro-
priate agencies of the pro-
posed marina and shoreline 
stabilization” was essentially 
ignored at the October 5 work 
session. 

Supervisor Joe Self said 
“the VMRC will not take 
action until the board of 
supervisors does.”  While the 
VMRC may not officially 
approve or deny a permit 
until a specific application is 
before them, I believe they 
would voice an opinion as 
to the likelihood of approval 
or denial. This is supported 
by a 1986 letter from the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
to the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, regarding a proposed 
development of this same 
property. The developer 
planned a smaller, but simi-
lar development, that would 
have gouged a lagoon and 
finger canals throughout the 
conservation-zoned land and 
dredged Barnes Creek. The 
service recommended denial 
of the project, as proposed 
then, years before the Bay 
Act became law. The consul-
tants stated, that, “The Army 
Corps of Engineers has not 
approved an inland marina in 
25 years.”  

The developer has provided 
a copy of the Marina Feasibil-
ity & Concept Design Study. 
Since this was supposed to be 
included in the consultant’s 
review, shouldn’t they review 
the study before the board 
votes?  Is this new informa-
tion the citizens should be 
allowed to comment on?

Will the supervisors honor 
their promise to protect the 
few remaining acres of con-
servation-zoned land?

E-mail comments to the 
supervisors c/o keades@
co.northumberland.va.us, 
and urge them to vote “NO” 
Special Exceptions.

 Please attend this impor-
tant meeting. 

Ida Hall,
Kilmarnock

PUD bonding
discussion due

A recent letter supporting 
the re-election of Crockett 
for sheriff listed a number 
of reasons for supporting 
Crockett, one of which was 
solving crimes, the primary 
job of a sheriff.

I did a little research and 
found that nothing could be 
further from the truth.  

The following informa-
tion was obtained from the 
Virginia State Police web-
site under the heading of 
Uniformed Crime Report-
ing. The number of crime 
categories are too numer-
ous to list in this letter so I 
picked out several I thought 
would be of most concern. 
For comparison purposes, 
I chose our neighbor, Nor-
thumberland County. 

In 2009 and 2010 Nor-
thumberland reported 84 
burglaries and made 25 
arrests. Lancaster reported 
75 burglaries and made no 
arrests for that crime. You 
read right, no arrests. For 
larceny (theft) in the same 
time period, Northumber-
land reported 154 cases of 
larceny and made 46 arrests. 
Lancaster reported 164 lar-
cenies and made 14 arrests.

And what is the status 
of the 2 homicides that 
occurred this past year? The 
other crime categories too 
numerous to list are not any 
better.

Clearly Sheriff Crock-
ett has been and still is 
asleep at the wheel and the 
sheriff ’s office has been 
wrecked. The writer of the 
letter quotes the old saying 
“if its not broke don’t fix it” 
does not apply here. Maybe 
this quote is more appropri-
ate, “doesn’t work anymore, 
time to get a new one.” 

Walter E. Harcum,
Lancaster

Time to get
a new one

I write on behalf of 
my friend and boss, Jeff 
Schmidt, who is running 
for re-election as Common-
wealth’s Attorney of Lan-
caster County.

In my four plus years as 
Jeff’s assistant I have had an 
opportunity to observe him 
at his work. His memory of 
the law is encyclopedic, his 
persuasive powers excel-
lent. He is hard working and 

Proud to be on 
Schmidt’s staff A New High School 

and New School Board 
Administration Offices and 
Related Improvements for 
Richmond County Schools 
is the title of a “Probable 
Cost” document dated June 
8, 2011.

 Rancorn Wildman 
Architect PLC provided 
the estimated cost. Accord-
ing to the document, the 
New High School - Sub-
total with Contingency 

What’s the 
probable cost? 

diligent. No one is better 
prepared to try a case than 
he. He knows the people of 
Lancaster, the good and the 
bad.

Jeff has a sense of justice 
which pervades his approach 
to cases. He recognizes that 
all cases charged under a 
particular statute are not 
equal in severity,  nor all 
offenders equal in culpabil-
ity and that a good result 
is not necessarily obtaining 
the greatest prison term pos-
sible. Jeff recognizes that 
each case is the most impor-
tant case ever for those 
involved. He respects the 
rights of victims, witnesses, 
defendants and each of their 
families.

One candidate is running 
as a Republican while Jeff 
runs as independent. Party 
affiliation has some value in 
the legislative arena where 
solidarity and commitment 
to a political position can 
make a difference. What 
matters in this election is 
that the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office be entirely 
non-partisan, as it is now.

Another candidate does 
not have the demeanor or 
command the respect for 
our courts and judges that 
Jeff has. An even tempera-
ment outweighs volatility 
every time.

Neither candidate has 
even a small fraction of the 
prosecutorial experience 
which Jeff has. In addition, 
a review of their claims 
made in brochures and on 
web sites reveals that many 
are, at best, misleading.

In sum, as a lawyer, I am 
proud to work with Jeff. As 
a citizen, I am glad that we 
have such an experienced 
and capable prosecutor at 
the helm.

J. W. Harman Jr.,
Lancaster

(6%) = $22,569,940.  “Not 
included: water meter, water 
and sewer tap fees, comput-
ers, SmartBoards, books, 
security cameras.” 

A written question in 
August to the school board 
posed “Does the price of the 
school include the things 
inside of the school?”

The superintendent 
responded, “The answer is, 
the price of the school does 
include the things inside 
of the school.  The con-
struction price/bid includes 
‘fixed equipment’ specific 
for the inside of the school.  
‘Loose equipment,’ are part 
of the total project cost.”

After three more requests, 
he responded, “ I am writing 
in response to your ques-
tion, September 12, 2011, 
about receiving the Updated 
Statement of Probable Cost.  
Enclosed is the most cur-
rent Updated Statement of 
Probable Cost.” 

The document provided 
was dated June 8, 2011, 
with no ‘Cost’ updates.

The Richmond County 
Board of Supervisors 
approved a new high school; 
a tax rate increase of 19 
cents per $100 real estate 
value if the “new school 
cost cap did not exceed 
$23,000,000.” 

School bids were opened 
October 4.  The low base 
bid was $19,093,000.

Do the taxpayers know 
the truth?  What is probable 
new school Cost?  Are you a 
concerned taxpayer in Rich-
mond County?

With the 19-cent increase, 
the tax rate will be 78 cents 
per $100. The 2011 reas-
sessment in most cases dou-
bled and tripled land values. 
Richmond County simply 
does not have a tax base 
to support this new school 
expenditure.

One cent in real estate 

taxes in Richmond County 
equals $76,000. One cent 
in other Northern Neck 
counties equals $312,000.  
Do the math and let your 
voice be heard now and in 
November.

Harold T. Hinson,
Warsaw

YESTERYEAR
 (Reprints from the Octo-

ber 13, 1911, issue of the 
Virginia Citizen)

Mary Ball
The following historical 

query and answer in the Bal-
timore Sun may be of inter-
est to some of our readers:

E. G. T.-Tell me where and 
when Mary Ball, the mother 
of George Washington, was 
born, who her parents were, 
how old she lived to be and 
where and when she died?

Mary, daughter of Col. 
Joseph Ball, of Lancaster 
County, Virginia, was born 
in 1707 and died August 25, 
1789, aged 82. Of Colonel 
Ball very little is known. 
His second wife was Mary 
Johnson, widow, of Lan-
caster County, Virginia. She 
was born in England and 
died in Lancaster County.
Virginia Genealogies, by 
Hayden

Boat Notes
An effort will be made 

when Congress next meets 
to consolidate several of 
the custom districts, among 
others, Norfolk and Tappah-
annock with Newport News. 
Under the proposed change 
recommended by a commit-
tee appointed by the govern-
ment to investigate, the dis-
trict of Newport News will 
include the other two.

The steamer Essex, for-
merly of the Md., Del., & 
Va. Ry. Co., which was par-
tially burned at the Light 
Street piers in Baltimore 
several months ago, is at the 
Marine Railway, Baltimore 
to have her engine removed. 
Capt. George Wever, of 
Phillip Wever & Sons, pur-
chased the vessel after the 

fire and it’s understood that 
he is having it converted 
into a fishing steamer.

The schooner Itinerant, 
Captain Frank Kershaw, 
bound from Baltimore to 
Totuskey Bridge and the 
Rappahannock River with 
59 tons of fertilizer for A. 
B. Mallory, of Warsaw, ran 
into a tow of barges about 3 
o’clock Friday morning in 
Great Wicomico River, just 
off the lighthouse and went 
to the bottom in twenty foot 
water in less than three min-
utes time. Capt. Kershaw 
and his crew of three men 
narrowly escaped with their 
lives in the yawl boat.

Irvington
W. McD. Lee is this week 

on the James and in Rich-
mond.

F. G. Newbill attended 
Northumberland court 
Monday.

Are trout still biting? Ask 
Frank Newbill. He can nar-
rate a tale of the longest.

 Miss Emma Sanders, of 
near Dunton’s, spent sev-
eral days this week with her 
cousin, Mrs. A. P. Messick.

Boat will leave Irvington 
next Tuesday morning at 6 
o’clock to take Veterans, 
Sons and Daughters that are 
members to the Camps to 
the Newport News reunion.

Shells Far 
Below Surface

The supervisors of Lan-
caster are having a well five 
feet in diameter dug in the 
courthouse square for the 
use of the public. The men 
engaged in the work have 
gone down more than sixty 
feet without striking water.  
For the past two days men 

have been going through 
what was once a river bed 
or ocean bottom.   The stra-
tum is from twelve to fifteen 
thick and consists of sand 
and decayed marine shells 
forming a marl deposit. 
Many of the shells are in 
perfect state of preserva-
tion. Most of them resem-
ble oyster shells, but have 
grooves on the inside and 
corresponding grooves on 
the outside. Many of them 
are very large, measuring six 
to eight inches from hinge 
to tip of mouth. Among the 
curious shells found at this 
depth was a large double-
chambered crab shell in a 
perfect state of preserva-
tion. Some of the best speci-
mens are being preserved to 
be sent to the University of 
Virginia.

(Transcribed by Ste-
phen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)
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