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Beginning with next week’s issue, 
the pages of the Rappahannock 
Record will be about one inch nar-
rower, following a national trend 
designed to save paper and reduce 
production costs. 

Hundreds of papers across the 
country have already made the 
switch and the presses at the Daily 
Press in Newport News, where the 
Record is printed, have recently 
been reconfigured to use the narrow 
paper. 

The height of the pages will 
remain the same, and no other 
changes are planned at this time.

How do you stay healthy, wealthy 
and wise? Send us your best tips for 
staying healthy and happy. 

What are your home remedies 
for the common cold, body aches, 
or fending off illness? How do you 
burn calories, stay fit and trim? 
What’s that one vitamin, supple-
ment, health food or drink you can’t 
live without? 

Drop us a line or two, with your 
advice. Your tip may appear in the 
Bay Healthstyles supplement to be 
published February 24.

Include your first and last name 
and place of residence. Send your 
e-mail to mail@rrecord.com, or 
deliver it to the Rappahannock 
Record or Southside Sentinel by 
February 11. 

KILMARNOCK—Virginia Rural Center (VRC) executive director 
Glen Sink addressed the Northern Neck Planning District Commission at 
its quarterly meeting January 24 at the Kilmarnock Entertainment Center.

“I hope I create enough questions that you want me to come back and 
dig deeper,” said Sink.

He presented key demographic facts garnered by his agency since its 
creation in 2005 and stressed that while rural areas in the state represent 
more than 80 percent of the geography, they represent less than 20 percent 
of the population, a figure that is declining. 

“If there is one thing that I want you to remember from tonight, it is that 
the relationship between rural and urban areas is widening,” said Sink. “It 
is imperative that rural areas develop statewide partnerships to accomplish 
their economic development goals. We must all work together.”  

The Virginia Rural Center is an advocacy agency based in Richmond 
that provides demographic data and helps to develop economic strategies 
for rural areas throughout the Commonwealth. It was created following 
a report released in 2001 by the Rural Virginia Prosperity Commission 
(RVPC) to the legislature and executive office.

“The overriding problem is that the old economic base of rural Virginia 
is no longer sufficient to support the population of rural Virginia at a level 
of income reasonably comparable to that of urban Virginia. New eco-
nomic bases must be found,” concluded that report.

The report also recommended six policies to the governor and General 
Assembly: Create a cabinet level Secretary of Agriculture; create a center 
for rural Virginia (VRC); create tiered tax incentives for economically 
distressed rural areas; increase funding for rural education opportunities; 
increase funding for rural digital infrastructure, and increase capital avail-
ability for rural area businesses.

The first two recommendations were approved and some additional cap-
ital funding was made available. But the other recommendations are still 
pending, according to VRC’s 2010 report, which advised completing those 
policy goals. It is critically important for rural areas to voice their needs to 
the leaders in Richmond, said Sink.

“You in eastern Virginia are ‘under the radar’ in Richmond,” Sink said. 
“Your representatives are working hard for you, but you need to do more 
and partner with other rural areas to address your goals.”

He invited the regional leaders to attend the dinner meeting of the rural 
caucus of the Virginia Association of Counties (VACo) and the Virginia 

Municipal League (VML) in conjunction with the Virginia Rural Center at 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 2, at the Marriott Hotel on Broad Street in 
Richmond. He said it would be an “excellent opportunity to network with 
other rural leaders.”

The region has an excellent economic opportunity in its relatively close 
geographical proximity to several large urban markets, said Sink. Any 
specific economic development strategy must be tailored by and for the 
region’s residents and leaders, he added.

“It is up to you what you do,” said Sink. 
The economic goals for the Northern Neck are still tied to the same 

policy recommendations and conclusions found in the 2001 RVCP report, 
concluded Sink. New economic opportunites must be found and fostered 
with advanced education, improved digital infrastucture, increased fund-
ing and, perhaps above all, inspired leadership.

LANCASTER—A judge tempo-
rarily withheld a ruling of “guilty” 
or “not guilty” in the bench trial 
last week of Matthew and Caroline 
Shiflett for felony manufacture of 
marijuana for distribution, saying he 
needed “additional time.” 

Circuit Court Judge Harry T. Talia-
ferro III said there is enough evi-
dence to find Matthew Shiflett guilty 
of manufacturing marijuana for dis-
tribution and Caroline Shiflett guilty 
of possession (a misdemeanor), and 
then added “...but not today.” 

He put off announcing a verdict 
until March 28, and asked for argu-
ments on sentencing from the defense 
and prosecution.

After court, Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jeff Schmidt explained the 
judge is taking time to look at the evi-
dence before making a ruling. 

Defense attorney Frank Burke said 
the judge’s delay is because the law 
is not clear in cases where a large 
number of marijuana plants are found 
but there is no evidence of intent to 

distribute, such as large amounts of 
cash or bags used for distribution. 

“The law doesn’t allow for people 
who grow for their personal use but 
not to distribute, even if they have 
a number of plants that aren’t har-
vested. Matt [Shiflett] harvested only 
two plants every three weeks” using 
only a portion of the plant and throw-
ing the rest away, Burke said. “On the 
face, I can understand why people 
would be upset, but you have to look 
further.”

Both of the Shifletts testified they 
had smoked marijuana on and off 
since they were teens and that they 
grew marijuana for their personal use 
only. However, they admitted to shar-
ing it with a close friend, identified as 
“Billy,” who they said passed away 
three weeks prior to the police search 
of their home. They also admitted 
to sharing marijuana once with an 
unnamed woman who supplied the 
seeds to grow the plants, and then 
only at her request.

The plants were for medicinal pur-
poses, according to their testimony. 

RICHMOND—Five bills intro-
duced in the 2011 General Assembly 
were aimed at regulating, limiting or 
eliminating the menhaden industry 
in Reedville, owned by Omega Pro-
tein Inc., according to the legislative 
record. 

Del. Albert Pollard and Sen. Rich-
ard Stuart noted concern about the 
ongoing threats to one of the largest 
employers on the Northern Neck and 
have been working to defeat them. 

As of January 22, four of the five 
bills were withdrawn by their sponsors 
following discussions with Pollard, 
Stuart and Margaret Ransone, a busi-
ness woman associated with Bevan’s 
Oyster Co. of Kinsale, who was acting 
as an independent regional lobbyist. 

House Bill 1656, sponsored by Del. 
Harry R. Purkey of Virginia Beach, 
would have prohibited menhaden fish-
ing in waters adjacent to certain locali-
ties. It prohibited fishing for menhaden 
within a mile of the low mean water 
mark in waters adjacent to Hampton, 
Newport News, Norfolk and Virginia 
Beach. It was withdrawn.

House Bill 1913, sponsored by 
Del. Jackson H. Miller of Manassas, 
would have prohibited menhaden fish-

Many scrape by on scrap metal
Workers unload scrap metals for recycling at Riteway Recycling near Lottsburg. Business is booming at Riteway as 
many turn their junk into money in a struggling economy. A story on the LocalLife page explains how to turn trash 
into cash and includes an exchange rate per pound for old metals, batteries and cars. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi   

Advocacy director says rural/urban gap is growing
New economic bases are needed

“You in eastern Virginia are ‘under the radar’ in Richmond. Your 
representatives are working hard for you, but you need to do more and 
partner with other rural areas to address your goals,” Glen Sink advised 
the Northern Neck Planning District Commission.
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Legislative attack on menhaden industry is down to one bill

The menhaden boats above and their base in Reedville faced a number of bills in the General Assembly seeking to 
regulate, limit or eliminate the industry. Only one remains active in a Senate committee.

by Starke Jett ing with purse nets in the Rappahan-
nock River and its tributaries. Cur-
rently, such fishing is prohibited in 
the Rappahannock above and west of 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge. It was 
withdrawn.

House Bill 2165, sponsored by 
Del. Watkins M. Abbitt of Appomat-
tox, would have authorized the Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Commission 

(VMRC) to assess a fee of $10 for 
each ton of menhaden harvested. The 
fees were to be paid to the Commis-
sion semi-annually to be used in eval-
uating the condition of the fishery. It 
has been withdrawn.

House Bill 2369, sponsored by Del. 
Barry D. Knight of Virginia Beach, 
sought to reduce the cap on the taking 
of menhaden.  It provided that, begin-

ning on January 1, 2012, the cap on 
the harvesting of menhaden would be 
reduced 20 percent annually until the 
harvesting of menhaden is prohibited. 
The bill would have become effective 
on January 1, 2012. It has been with-
drawn.

Senate Bill 765, sponsored by Sen. 
Ralph S. Northam of Virginia Beach, 
would direct the VMRC to adopt reg-

ulations to implement the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan for Atlan-
tic Menhaden. The bill also would 
require that any moratorium on the 
fishery be subject to legislative review 
and repeals the governor’s authority 
to implement menhaden management 
measures by proclamation. As of Jan-
uary 25, this bill remains before the 
Senate Agriculture, Conservation and 
Natural Resources committee.

“It is an unusually high number of 
bills,” said Pollard before the bills 
were withdrawn. “It is a storm-the-
castle strategy. I’ve been told that by 
one of the sponsors. Put the bills in 
and see what sticks. I am cautiously 
optimistic that they will be defeated.”

“I was really surprised to see all 
the bills from the House side,” said 
Stuart. “The Senate bill is the same as 
the one last year. I got that killed and I 
am going to get it killed again.”

Northam’s bill to move management 
of the industry is regarded as an “issue 
of good government and accountabil-
ity,” according to his legislative aide 
Matt Strickler. It is the only menhaden 
bill left on the table.

“They manage every other fishery 
except menhaden,” Strickler said. “It 
makes no sense. It is just more effi-

Ruling is forthcoming
on marijuana charges

RULING, continued on page A2

LEGISLATIVE, continued on page A2

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Order the Internet version of the Rappahannock 
Record and receive the entire newspaper page by 
page in PDF format every Wednesday.
Visit RRecord.com, or call 435-1701, ext. 16.
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Ruling is forthcoming on marijuana charges 
continued from page A1

Legislative attack
continued from page A1

“My wife found it helpful in 
alleviating nausea” caused by 
her diabetes, Matt Shiflett said. 
“I’ve used it for managing my 
back pain.” While he smoked 
only on weekends, he said his 
wife smoked it three or four 
times every day. 

The couple said they stopped 
smoking pot June 10, the day 
police executed a search war-
rant of their home. As a licensed 
chiropractor, Matt Shiflett said 
he was suspended from prac-
ticing for five weeks and went 
through a substance abuse pro-
gram. He said he is still being 
counseled and monitored. Both 
defendants also testified that 
only Matt was involved in culti-
vating and growing the plants.  

Under Schmidt’s cross exam-
ination, Caroline, who manages 
her husband’s office, denied 
taking any part in growing or 
cultivating the plants and said 
she never bought potting soil, 
fertilizer or anything else for 
the plants.

Asked why they stopped 
buying pot and started growing 
their own plants, Caroline said, 
“We were having trouble with 
the quality we were getting...
you don’t know what you’re 
getting from someone else.” 

She also testified they never 
sold, gave or shared marijuana 
with others at parties in their 
home.

 The couple, both 37, listed 
their active involvement with 
several local organizations 
including the local YMCA and 
Unitarian Church. Additionally, 
he is a former president of the 
Kilmarnock Chamber of Com-
merce. Testifying as to their 
“good character” and “honesty” 
were Robert Weekly, Donna 
McGrath and Kelly Barnhardt. 
All said they were surprised to 
learn of the arrest. They also 
said the Shifletts never offered 
to give or sell them marijuana.

Of the 80 plants recovered by 
police from the home’s base-
ment, the chiropractor said, 
“I did not have space to bring 
more than a couple of plants to 
maturity” for harvesting.

However, testimony from 
Lancaster Sheriff’s Depart-
ment investigator Joan Kent 
contradicted his statement. 
“There were as many tall plants 
as small plants,” she said, 
describing their height as being 
from 3 inches to 4 1/2 feet, but 
that many of the “buds” were 
removed. Kent described the 
set-up of the growing opera-
tion downstairs and said jars of 
marijuana where found in the 
nightstand next to the bed and 
throughout the home. She said 
the nightstand also yielded a 
scale and other items used for 
processing and smoking. Buds 
were found drying under a heat 
lamp in the attic. 

According to the investiga-
tor’s testimony, the Shifletts 
arrived at their Black Stump 
Road home during the search. 
Kent said the couple was not 

mated it would take them 
nearly 10 years to smoke 
the yield off one crop from 
80 mature plants. However, 
Robinson noted the shelf life 
of the dried product is only 
6 months. “After that it loses 
potency. It’s more than for 
personal use, based on the 
number of plants,” he stated. 

Burke asked Robinson if 
the couple “could be growing 
80 plants to compensate for 
plants that could die. The agent 
replied a three-stage growing 
process would explain why 
some plants are just starting 
at seed growth while others 
are mature. He said each stage 
requires different amounts of 
light from “starter to medium 
to large,” which explained 
why the basement would be 
divided into sections. He noted 
indoor grown plants are much 
shorter than those grown out-
side where they could reach a 
height of 19 feet. 

Matt Shiflett said his intent 
“was not to deal with the black 
market” and denied “cooking” 
marijuana recipes for large 
amounts of people in his home. 
Also, he said his plants never 
had the kind of yield Robin-
son estimated and much of his 
plant material was used for 
mulch in a vegetable garden. 
He said he was not aware that 
having over 6.8 ounces was not 
for “personal use. I thought the 
limit was 100 plants.”

In summation, Burke argued 
the “impropriety of the case” 
because the plants were only 
for the Shifletts’ own personal 
use. “The law’s intent is we 
want to get folks who manufac-
ture and intend to sell....These 
folks testified honestly. They 
have no criminal record. Being 
fair to the defendants and the 
Commonwealth is to find them 
guilty of (misdemeanor) pos-
session, not (felony) distribu-
tion. “Where is the intent? The 

cash? The bags? There was 
none in this case.” 

He summed up their 
demeanor during the search as 
common “nervous laughter” 
after finding themselves in a 
difficult situation. Burke stated 
there was “no large quantity of 
marijuana found...Matt grew 
it...they smoked it with two 
people. That’s it. A convic-
tion would result in loss of his 
license...and right to vote.”

Schmidt replied, “There 
is no accommodation...the 
defendant admits (he supplied) 
Billy, someone they think is 
a confidential informant and 
Mrs. Schiflett.” He noted there 
was more than 6.88 ounces 
of marijuana on the premises 
and a presumption of more 
to come. Referring to Rob-
inson’s testimony, he said the 
figures were calculated on the 
most conservative side and just 
using the bud of the plant and 
not the leaves. He said Robin-
son’s numbers demonstrate that 
their harvest was being used by 
many people and he honed in 
on the fact that personal use 
of the harvest amount from 
“half their plants” would result 
in them being unable to con-
duct their jobs. He backed up 
his arguments by citing cases 
involving fewer plants that 
were held up in the Supreme 
Court of Virginia.

Judge Taliaferro said he 
found Robinson’s information 
“compelling.” However, he 
also noted there was no other 
evidence of cash, packaging or 
materials indicating distribu-
tion. “I think the defendants 
have been truthful...I think it is 
a fairly balanced case.”

Under sentencing guide-
lines for first-time offenders, 
if found guilty the couple may 
not be facing any jail time. 
However, Dr. Shiflett could 
lose his chiropractic license on 
a felony conviction.

In an article January 20 
regarding town finances,  util-
ity revenue collected from 
connection and recovery fees 
was $305,000 of the total $1.4 
million revenue for water and 
sewer. Additionally, assistant 
town manager Susan Cockrell 
clarified that interest on the 
town savings does not come 
from stock market investments, 
but is driven by the market.

cient to have people with the 
expertise managing menha-
den. We didn’t get it passed 
last year, but we wanted to try 
again.”

But Pollard and Stuart view 
the bill as an “end run” to put 
the industry’s management in 
the hands of an agency that 
they contend is more support-
ive of recreational fishing, a 
special interest group that has 
opposed the menhaden indus-
try in the past.

Miller withdrew his bill after 
Stuart approached him early 
last week and explained the 
economic and environmental 
facts of the industry, said both 
men.

“I’ve had a conversation 
with Sen. Stuart and he gave 
me some very compelling 
arguments about why this was 
important to the area,” said 
Miller. “I appreciate that infor-
mation, which nobody else 
provided.”

“At my request and after I 
explained the facts and sound 
science of the menhaden indus-
try, he agreed to strike the bill,” 
said Stuart. “I intend to do the 
same for the other bills.”

His efforts had proven to 
be effective by the end of the 
week. A press release from his 
office on January 21 revealed 
that all but Northam’s bill had 
been withdrawn after discus-
sions with him and Ransone.

Pollard suggested he would 
introduce a bill to add a $1 sur-
charge to Virginia Rail Express 
riders in Miller’s district, which 
he said was in response to 
Miller’s bill. The money would 
have funded economic devel-
opment in the Northern Neck.    

Pollard also said one inde-
pendent menhaden fisherman 
told him that Abbitt’s bill to 
charge $10 a ton for harvested 
menhaden would cost him 
more than $120,000 a year. 

Omega spokesperson Ben 
Landry said that for the last 
four years the plant has caught 
between 84,000 to 87,000 
metric tons per year in the 
bay. The Reedville plant has 

a cap of 109,020 metric tons 
of fish caught annually from 
the Chesapeake Bay. At $10 a 
ton, the company would have 
to pay close to or more than $1 
million.

Perhaps the most serious and 
direct threat was Knight’s bill 
to reduce the cap until men-
haden fishing is prohibited. 
Before he withdrew his bill, 
he said that it was intended to 
protect the Chesapeake Bay 
and menhaden. 

“We want to protect the 
bay,” Knight said. “We want 
to protect the menhaden. We 
had a series of hearings over 
the summer about the fishery. 
We tried to get Omega (which 
has the last menhaden reduc-
tion plant on the East Coast 
in Reedville) to sit down and 
discuss the situation, but they 
wouldn’t come to the table. 
What are they afraid of? It 
may be that the menhaden are 
a-okay. We just need to hear 
the science of it and determine 
what is going on. I just want 
Omega to come to the table. 
When they come to the table, 
we can decide. Next year we 
plan to have 12 to 20 bills con-
cerning menhaden.” 

However, Knight later 
indicted that after significant 
discussions with Stuart and 
Ransone, he and other del-
egates decided to withdraw 
their bills. After these discus-
sions, they are hopeful that 
studies to properly manage the 
fishery are forthcoming. 

Stuart, who recently was 
appointed to the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion, said he would request the 
ASMFC to conduct a study on 
the ecological value of menha-
den in the bay region.

“Proper management of the 
species, not just from a sus-
tainability viewpoint, but from 
an ecological value to the bay 
is of utmost importance to 
the members in the House of 
Delegates and we appreciate 
Stuart’s willingness to work 
with us on this matter,” said 
Knight. 

“Mirandized” (notified of their 
right not to talk) because depu-
ties were not going to arrest 
them that day, but planned to 
follow the “indictment” pro-
cess instead. She said officers 
did not ask the Shifletts any 
questions, but she answered 
questions from the couple.  

Burke continued to object 
to the entrance into evidence 
of any materials, statements or 
“facts on their demeanor” but 
was overruled by the judge. 
Earlier in January, Burke lost 
a pre-trial motion to suppress 
evidence based on a police 
informant who Burke claimed 
gained “illegal entry into their 
home to obtain photos.” 

Under Schmidt’s question-
ing, Kent described the defen-
dants’ reaction to finding police 
searching their home.

“They were laughing and 
joking,” which could also be 
heard from the basement steps, 
she said. “As one plant was 
taken out the door Mr. Shiflett 
said, ‘Don’t take that one—it 
hasn’t been harvested yet.’ “

Kent said the couple contin-
ued to laugh and joke, at one 
point asking if they could make 
sandwiches. “Mrs. Shiflett said 
they had shared marijuana with 
friends but that it was basi-
cally for their personal use. 
Mr. Shiflett asked about our 
source, but I said I couldn’t tell 
him.” 

She said she brought up 
a note addressed to “Billy” 
found next to one of the plants. 
In the note, Billy was advised 
which parts of the plant he 

should take. “Mrs. Shiflett 
became upset and said he was 
a friend who died. I told them 
if they shared marijuana with 
friends, that was a felony. Mr. 
Shiflett said he was not aware 
of that. He said that (Lancaster 
Sheriff’s Department) Captain 
Shirilla was one of their friends 
and he was a patient and he’d 
be very upset with them.”

Kent testified that one of the 
other officers saw the couple 
out for ice cream later that 
same day. 

While several brown bags 
of marijuana were entered into 
evidence, Burke argued the 
collective weight was less than 
2 1/2 pounds. 

State police special agent 
J.C. Robinson of Richmond 
testified as an expert witness 
for the prosecution. Based 
on photographs, he said the 
Shifletts’ basement appeared 
to be a grow operation. During 
lengthy and detailed testimony, 
he gave a number of statistics 
on yield, income and shelf life 
of one crop (buds only) from 
80 fully-developed plants. 

He estimated the yield at 20 
pounds of marijuana or 18,160 
half-gram joints. He estimated 
the street value at $122,640 to 
$245,280 on joints made up of 
1/4 to 1/2 gram each.  

“In my opinion, if someone 
smoked 10 joints a day, I don’t 
see how they could perform 
a job because they would be 
constantly high,” he said. 

Based on estimates the 
Shifletts gave of their com-
bined usage, Schmidt esti-

Clarification
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

SHADES OF IRELAND
July 24-Aug. 2, 2011

Escorted tour of:
Dublin, Kilkenny, Waterford

Killarney, Limerick & Kingscourt
with many side trips

Motorcoach to airport available
from Kilmarnock.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

ALASKA
“The Great Land”

Adventure Travel invites you to join 
us at our office for an exciting Alaska 

cruise presentation,

February 3 at 2pm
Bring your questions & get ready for an 

outstanding Holland America cruise 
September 6-18.

Please RSVP

LIVELY—Sheriff’s investi-
gators continue to follow leads 
this week regarding a break-in 
at a home on Clover Lane in 
Lively and the rape of an elderly 
woman residing there.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett reported the 
attack took place about 2 a.m. 
Wednesday, January 19.

The assailant broke into the 
house by kicking in the back 

door, investigators reported. 
After the assault, he ripped a 
telephone from the wall and 
took it with him. No other items 
were reported to be missing. 
Deputies scoured the neighbor-
hood, but were unable to locate 
the phone.

Sheriff Crockett asks that 
anyone who sees a sage-col-
ored, old-style desk phone with 
push buttons discarded on the 
road, in a dumpster or else-
where, to call 462-5111. Citi-

zens are advised not to handle 
the phone so that fingerprints 
or related evidence might be 
preserved.

The 89-year-old victim was 
transported to the hospital and 
treated for minor wounds in 
the emergency room. She was 
unable to give law enforcement 
a clear description of her assail-
ant, said Sheriff Crockett.

Officials are following all 
leads in the on-going investiga-
tion.

“We want to remind people to 
leave their outside lights on and 
keep their doors and windows 
locked, especially at night. And 
if you see someone suspicious, 
don’t hesitate to call 911 right 
away,” Sheriff Crockett said.

Anyone with information 
about this incident is asked to 
call the sheriff’s office or Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463. Crime 
Solvers offers rewards of up to 
$1,000 for information useful 
to law enforcement.

COLONIAL HEIGHTS—
An elderly couple slain in 
their Colonial Heights home 
last Friday had a second resi-
dence in Lively and were the 
parents of Lisa B. Pittman of 
Lancaster. 

Joseph G. Bland Sr., 84, 
and his wife, Evelyn G. Bland, 
80, were found by a family 
member last Friday evening 
in their Conduit Road home, 
where they died of blunt-force 
trauma to the head, according 

to television and newspaper 
reports. 

Mrs. Bland was a retired 
major from the Petersburg 
Sheriff ’s Department. Mr. 
Bland was a retired fireman at 
Central State Hospital and a 

volunteer with the Namozine 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

No one has been arrested 
in the double homicide, but 
investigators are looking for 
a gold or brown older model 
Oldsmobile observed near 

WARSAW—Federal agents 
recently took over the felony 
case against Jaime Ramirez-
Duarte, who was captured 
in a raid on marijuana fields 
in Richmond County last 
August.

According to Richmond 
County sheriff ’s investigator 
Mark Taylor, felony charges 
of manufacture of marijuana 
for distribution were nolle 
prossed (not pursued) in Rich-
mond County Circuit Court 

last Tuesday after the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) obtained an indictment 
January 14 against Ramirez-
Duarte in Eastern District Fed-
eral Court in the City of Rich-
mond.

“We’ve been working 
closely with DEA and ICE 
(U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement) and Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster 
counties. He’ll get a stiffer 
penalty in the federal system 
than the state,” said Taylor.

The minimum penalty in 

federal court is 10 years while 
a state conviction for a first-
time offender could result in 
no jail time for the illegal His-
panic immigrant, he said. 

Last summer, area law 
enforcement officials seized 
some 21,100 marijuana plants 
from three fields hidden deep 
in the woods of Richmond 
County. The marijuana had a 
street value of $63.1 million.

“It was the most seized from 
one county in one growing 
season in Virginia history,” 
said Taylor. 

Ramirez-Duarte was cap-
tured while trying to flee 
a police raid at one of the 
fields. The defendant claimed 
the Mexican drug gang, Los 
Zetas, threatened to execute 
his family if he did not tend 
the plants. However, after 
an investigation, authorities 
do not believe his story, said 
Taylor.

A trial date has yet to be set 
in federal court.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported charges against seven 
individuals.
Felonies

Carlesha S. Reed, 23, of 
White Chapel Road was 
charged January 21 with unau-
thorized use of a vehicle. 

Morson Lee Jr., 49, of Farn-
ham was charged January 22 
with three counts each of fail-
ure to perform construction 
after receiving an advance pay-
ment (felonies) and performing 
prohibited acts by a contractor.
Misdemeanors

A Twin Branch Road man, 44, 
was charged January 18 with 
probation violation and non-
payment of court fines/costs. 

An Old Salem Road man, 25, 
was charged January 19 by Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) with hit 
and run, property damage only.

A Richmond man, 23, was 
charged January 20 with pro-
bation violation. 

A Sullavans Road woman, 
30, was charged January 20 
with probation violation.

A Myway Lane man, 38, 
was charged January 23 with 
domestic assault and battery. 

Activity report
January 19: Staff noti-

fied Loudoun County authori-
ties of a domestic disturbance 
reported by a Lancaster County 
resident who received a call 
from her adult daughter. Staff 
responded to a sexual assault 
in the Lively area, with Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) 
to a medical emergency alarm 
on Doggett Lane (no emer-
gency services needed), to a 
hit-and-run complaint in the 
3700 block of Weems Road 
(property damage) and to a dis-
turbance/trespass complaint on 
Greentown Road (complainant 
cancelled call). Staff checked 
on the well-being of juveniles 
in the 11600 block of Mary 
Ball Road at the request of a 
concerned family member. 

January 20: Staff responded 
to a suspicious person com-
plaint in the area of Collin-
brook Way, with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a shoplifting complaint on 
Irvington Road, with VSP to a 
two-vehicle accident at Mary 
Ball and Pinckardsville roads, 
and to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Oak Hill Road. 
Staff received a walk-in report 
of the unauthorized use of a 
vehicle involved in a pursuit 
and a sexual assault report 
through the Department of 
Social Services.  

January 21:  Staff responded 
with VSP to a single-vehicle 
accident in the 4200 block of 
Irvington Road, to a residen-
tial burglary in progress in the 
10300 block of River Road, 
with EMS to a medical emer-
gency on Dawson Lane, and 
to a domestic disturbance call 
on Paynes Creek Road (EMS 
involved; subject suffered 
self-inflicted wound from a 
flare gun; emergency mental 
health detention involved). 
Staff  received a walk-in 

The Lancaster County Crime Solvers this week seeks 
information on the whereabouts of two individuals.

Mark O’Neal Cox, 37, is described as a black male. His 
last known address is 6 Sweet Gum Place in Hampton. He 
is wanted for failure to appear in Juvenile and Domestic 
Court on September 28, 2010.

 Richard Newton, 41, is described as a black male with 
black hair and brown eyes. He is 6 feet 2 inches tall and 
weighs 190 pounds. His last known address is Farnham. 
He is wanted for a bad check.

Report information on these two individuals to Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers at 462-7463. You do not have 
to give your name, or appear in court.

If your information is useful to law enforcement, you 
could receive a reward up to $1,000. 

Love is in the air . . . 
here at the Rappahannock Record!

Since we Love our customers, we’re offering Free Red 
spot color for all Valentine’s Day Special ads!

Call 435-1701 for more information

Ad deadline: February 7 • Published February 10

Elderly couple found brutally murdered had ties to Lancaster County
the victims’ home earlier that 
day. 

A vigil was held Sunday 
evening. Some 300 people, 
carrying candles, walked 
from Colonial Heights Middle 
School to the Blands’ home. 

The murders, in a seem-
ingly quiet neighborhood of 
mostly retired people, have 

received considerable media 
attention. 

A funeral service will be 
held today (January 27) at 1:30 
p.m. at Ocran United Method-
ist Church in Sutherland. 

The Blands also were sur-
vived locally by Lisa’s hus-
band, Steven, and their grand-
sons, Kyle and Tyler Pittman.

Man captured during marijuana field raid faces federal charges
by Audrey Thomasson

Investigation continues following attack in Lively
by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER COUNTY 
CRIME SOLVERS

complaint of a larceny in the 
8800 block of River Road and 
checked on the well-being of 
a Lara Road resident at the 
request of a concerned out-of-
town family member. 

January 22:   At the request 
of the Colonial Heights Police 
Department, staff checked a 
residence in the Granville Bay 
subdivision for the well-being 
of persons and for any infor-
mation that may be of value in 
the double homicide investiga-
tion of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Bland Sr. Staff notified Mid-
dlesex authorities of a medical 
emergency in the Waterview 
area that was reported by cel-
lular E911 call and responded 
with KPD to assist Northum-
berland authorities respond-
ing to a burglary in progress 
call in the Bluff Point area. 
Staff responded with KPD to 
a mental health emergency on 
Wiggins Avenue, to a domes-
tic disturbance (parent/adult 
son) on Rocky Neck Road, to a 
disturbance call on Ring Farm 
Road (complainant cancelled 
call) and to a domestic distur-
bance (boyfriend/girlfriend) on 
Myway Lane. 

January 23: Staff responded 
to a hit-and-run property 
damage call on Rappahannock 
Drive and with VSP to a traffic 
accident in the area of James 
Wharf Road. Staff received a 
missing person complaint from 
a Beach Creek Road resident, 
who cancelled the call before 
a deputy arrived to take the 
report,  and checked on the 
well-being of a Lively area 
resident at the request of a 
concerned family member (no 
emergency services needed). 

January 24:  Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance 
(mother/son) on Muskcreek 
Road, met with a Hunton Lane 
resident about a DMV notifica-
tion and notified Northumber-
land authorities to assist EMS 
with a medical emergency in 
the 9100 block of Jesse Dupont 
Memorial Highway.

Staff also conducted 15 traffic 
stops, issued three summonses, 
assisted five motorists, reported 
two deer strikes, investigated 
two building alarms, processed 
a mental health order, trans-
ported an inmate and handled 

two calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a traffic accident at Mary 
Ball and Pinkardsvile roads.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a fire alarm on Hatton Avenue 
and to a chimney fire on Waddy 
Drive.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department assisted EMS 
on Dawson Lane, responded to 
a brush fire in the 4300 block 
of Irvington Road, to a carbon 
dioxide alarm on Ring Farm 
Road and established a traf-
fic accident/medi-vac landing 
zone near Mary Ball and James 
Wharf roads. 

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins 
this week reported charges 
against four individuals.
Felonies

Dusty Wayne Douglas was 
charged January 13 with a Cir-
cuit Court probation violation.
Misdemeanors

A Warsaw man, 51, was 
charged January 21 with fail-
ure to appear in the General 
District Court.

A Heathsville man, 21, was 
charged January 22 with tres-
passing and petit larceny.

A Callao man, 39, was 
charged January 23 with bran-
dishing a firearm.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For many folks in the Northern Neck, one 
person who best exemplifies the concept 

of the good citizen and dedicated public ser-
vant is Jim Heston, the former county admin-
istrator of Westmoreland County. Jim lives up 
near Kinsale on a street interestingly named 
“Pretty Point Road.” Many years ago he retired 
from service with the Federal Government 
and moved with his late wife to the Northern 
Neck where her parents had a home.

Given his extensive governmental back-
ground, he was a logical choice for the West-
moreland Board of Supervisors to select in 
naming someone to oversee the running of 
the largest county in the Northern Neck. Jim 
served in that capacity for five years, then 
re-retired, in order to undertake more public 
service activities than most people do in an 
entire lifetime.

He spent many years as the chairman of the 
Northern Neck Christian Men’s Group, which 
meets monthly at Carmel Church to hear 
speakers of public interest, and enjoy some 
truly great home-cooked dinners. For most 
Republicans in the Neck he is the quintessen-
tial “Mr. Republican,” a stalwart in working 

for his party, having been Westmoreland party 
chairman for a good part of his retirement.

When he left the county administration of 
Westmoreland, the supervisors appointed him 
as one of the two citizen 
members of the Northern 
Neck Planning District 
Commission. In that arena 
he continually worked for 
better cooperation among 
the counties, and was 
his usual articulate voice 
for sound practices at all 
levels of government.

Jim has performed in 
such a wide variety of 
public venues that his 
efforts obviously came to 
be recognized across the 
Commonwealth, leading Governor George 
Allen to appoint him to the Commission 
on Local Government, which regrettably 
required him to leave the Planning District 
Commission. In his new position he traveled 
to all parts of Virginia, hearing appeals from 
local governments, and making decisions in 

the public interest. He soon came to serve 
as chairman of the commission, where he 
enjoyed the well-earned respect of all of its 
members, as well as the public at large, for his 

wise counsel and just 
conclusions.

Jim knows his way 
around all levels of 
government and is fas-
cinated by the inner 
workings of public 
bodies. He combines 
the attributes of crys-
tal-clear memory of 
past occurrences with 
penetrating insight 
into future develop-
ments. To paraphrase 
an old cliché, when Jim 

speaks, people listen. In his case, that quality 
has been lifelong.

I often have remarked that with respect to 
every organization, Jim is ultimately in one 
of two capacities, chairman or nonmember. 
In each effort he undertakes, he immediately 
becomes the obvious choice to lead it. He is 

personally modest and eschews dwelling on 
the many accolades that people offer him, 
always preferring to work for the next proj-
ect. As with Napoleon Bonaparte’s response 
when asked what was his favorite battle, Jim’s 
favorite cause is “the next one.”

This Saturday Jim will turn 90. He holds 
no official position at the present time, but 
remains the first individual one thinks to ask 
for guidance in any public matter. He knows 
where to go, whom to see, and what to do. 
It is all second nature to him. Over 20 years 
ago Richard Wolfe, a fellow Planning District 
Commission member, and veteran of lengthy 
public service himself, noted that Jim was 
perhaps the best-informed citizen he knew. 
Many others would agree, for when it comes 
to government, Jim is the ultimate source, and 
going through all of its operations he retains 
the enthusiasm and verve of one having made 
a new discovery.

Happy Birthday, Jim! Thanks for all of your 
manifold efforts on behalf of our Northern 
Neck, our Commonwealth and our country. 
You are the model, indeed the paragon, of 
public service in our midst. Ad multos annos!

I often have remarked that 
with respect to every orga-
nization, Jim is ultimately 
in one of two capacities, 
chairman or nonmember. 
In each effort he undertakes, 
he immediately becomes the 
obvious choice to lead it.

Focal Point

Bluebird of winter happiness.

Photo by Hennie McGonegal

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

House Joint Resolution 542 
would allow two-thirds of the 
states’ legislatures to repeal 
any federal legislation. Below 
are my remarks where I tried 
to focus beyond the immedi-
ate populist appeal of this 
amendment.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
Over 200 years ago, John 
Adams wrote “The Nation 
Looks to Virginia” and so it is 
now as we travel down a path, 
trying to find our way to a far 
off little-visited place known 
as “A Stronger Republic.”  I 
do not question the sincerity 
of this effort nor the frustra-
tion of those who promote it.   

But frustration did not build 
this nation; it took hard work, 
faith and a balancing of gov-
ernmental powers under the 
Constitution to do this. 

I do not question the goal 
of whether HJ542 wants to 
take us down the road and 
around the bend toward that 
city upon a hill; a more per-
fect union that is America 
living up to its potential.

Mr. Speaker, we all want to 
go down the road and around 
the bend on a broad boulevard  
lined with palms and paved 
with opportunity, a road that 
should be named “More Per-
fect Union Boulevard.”   

Mr. Speaker, is this, HJ542, 
a new layer of pavement on 
the road to a better Republic?  
No, Mr. Speaker.  I would 
argue that this resolution is 
ice and freeze, set to erode 
our “More Perfect Union 
Boulevard,” a road that was 
paved by the divine inspira-
tion of our founding fathers.

And a funny thing has hap-
pened on this “More Perfect 
Union Boulevard.” Strict con-
structionists are now swerv-
ing off the center line of 
constitutional interpretation 
which they want all others to 
follow.

That is, those claiming the 
mantel of “original intent” 
are so zealous they now want 
to amend the Constitution, 
amend it to say something 
that was never originally 
intended. 

The idea, as laid out in 
the Wall Street Journal, Mr. 
Speaker, is that “thousands of 
democratically elected rep-
resentatives could check the 
will of 535 elected represen-
tatives in Washington, D.C.”

I believe being conserva-
tive means being deliberate, 
evaluating the unintended 
consequences and acting 
accordingly.  Such a radically 
transformative idea will not 
“restore” constitutional bal-
ances, but instead will steer 
us into a direction away from 
that city upon a hill. 

First, our government is 
founded on the concept that all 
men are created equal. Yet the 
HJ542 fails to recognize that 
the population of the smallest 
two thirds of the states make 
up only 120 million people.  
Under this proposed amend-
ment, this minority could 
negate the will of a nation 
comprised of more than 300 
million people.

An example? A new road 
funding formula benefiting a 
majority of those in the larger 
states could be vetoed by 
minority in the more numer-
ous smaller states.

Second, many state legisla-
tures benefit from being com-

From left, Commissioners of the Revenue Todd Thomas, Sonny 
Thomas and Carol Gawen visited briefly with Del. Albert 
Pollard in Richmond on Tuesday

prised of part-time citizen leg-
islators who are close to those 
who elect them.  Passing this 
28th Amendment would make 
us a class of professional pol-
iticians where none before 
existed.  Moneyed interests 
would descend even faster on 
the state legislators. The ensu-
ing melee would nullify the 
very intent of the proposed 
amendment.  Instead of the 
will of the people, the will of 
the “corporatocracy” would 
become even more powerful.

No argument would ever 
be settled.  In a day and age 
when government moves too 
slowly, our pace of govern-
ing would take us backwards 
on the “More Perfect Union 
Boulevard.”

Ours is not a confed-
eracy. The Articles of Con-
federation were rejected by 
our founding fathers for a 
specific reason: they didn’t 
work.  Under HJ542 it is 
stated that states could nullify 
regulations dealing with road 
signs or educational funding.  
But think about what is actu-
ally taking place, think about 

those other things which Con-
gress does.

So, we could nullify the 
new health care law.  But 
states could possibly nullify 
new debt taken on by Con-
gress.  We could absolve our-
selves of an unpopular, but 
necessary, war.  We could, 
each state acting in its own 
best self interest, drive off the 
road toward the very Articles 
of Confederation which were 
so wisely left in the ditch of 
history.

It may not be our original 
intent, but it is very pos-
sible.  And that possibility 
means that the true conserva-
tive action would be to vote 
“no” on this proposal.

Mr. Speaker, there are some 
potholes on this road we call 
“More Perfect Union Bou-
levard.”  However, the pro-
posed solution would take 
this nation away from the true 
original intent of our found-
ing fathers:  that if you don’t 
like a government or its rules, 
vote out the people who cre-
ated the rules in the first 
place.

YOUR LETTERS

What is wrong with our country?  We’re 
“broke” and can’t help our seniors, veter-
ans, orphans or homeless; however, in recent 
months we have provided aid to Haiti, Chile 
and Turkey.  

And now we’re providing aid to Pakistan, the 
home of Osama bin Laden: billions of dollars! 

Our retired seniors living on a fixed income 
do not receive any aid,  nor do they get any 
breaks from our government. 

Religious organizations  donate hundreds of 
billions of dollars and tons of food to foreign 
countries. We have hundreds of adoptable chil-

dren in the U.S. who are shoved aside to make 
room for the adoption of foreign orphans.

America is a country where there are home-
less people without shelter, children who go 
to bed hungry, elderly who go without much 
needed medications, and mentally ill citizens 
who go without treatment. 

Imagine what could happen if the government 
gave the same money and support to  its citizens 
as  it gives to other countries. Sad, isn’t it?

A nation of sheep will beget a government of 
wolves!

Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Kilmarnock

U.S. should help its needy

(Reprints from the January 27, 
1911, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)
Afro-American Notes

Misses Sylvania and Elsie 
Edmonds, assisted by others, 
gave an entertainment at Waddy 
Chapel not long since, which was 
largely attended and enjoyed.

Mrs. A. H. Montague, Mrs. 
Lucy Smith and Mrs. Addie 
M. Morris visited relatives and 
friends in Northumberland during 
the holidays.

Mesdames P.M. Edwards, 
Hannah Taylor, Drew C. Fisher, 
Winnie Johnson and a number of 
others gave Amy Taylor a surprise 
pounding one night recently. In 
addition to provisions, etc., taken 
her, a nice little purse was made 
up and presented.

Mr. and Mrs. Logan Montague 
of Avalon and Joseph Yerby of 
Heathsville spent several days 
with George Yerby and family 
and Mrs. Chas. Fisher recently.
Oyster Notes Of Interest

Practically all the oyster shells 
shucked at Eleventh Street wharf, 
Washington, D.C., are now used 
at Alexandria, Va., in the manu-
facture of poultry food.

The production of the oyster in 
Canada is limited almost entirely 
to the provinces of Prince Edward 
Island and New Brunswick. The 
average annual yield for the whole 

of Canada is about the same as is 
sent out of our Carters Creek.

East Coast oysters, trans-
planted, can be had in San Fran-
cisco on the half-shell. The native 
oyster is a mite of a thing about 
the size of the last joint of a lady’s 
little finger. It is served on half of 
its thin, sharp-edged shell. The 
Palace Hotel gives thirteen of 
them for 35 cents. One fat Chesa-
peake bivalve would weigh as 
much as all 13 put together. The 
flavor is more that of the clam 
than a oyster.
Boat Notes

Steamer Middlesex of the 
MD&V sailed last week for 
Newport News, where the vessel 
will undergo extensive changes 
of hull and a thorough overhaul-
ing to boiler and machinery. It 
is proposed to add a third deck 
with thirty additional state rooms, 
besides new paddle wheels and 
many other improvements.

The Dorothy F. Wacker, a big 
fishing steamer of this county, is 
also at the Newport News yards, 
and will remain for several days 
for the purpose of having her 
engine overhauled.
Millenbeck

Mrs. R. E. Norris has returned 
to her home at Ottoman after 
spending several days with her 
mother and sister in Baltimore.

E. T. Schools visited his paren-

tal home at Saluda last week.
J. L. Robinson of Palmer was 

visiting at the home of W. W. Dav-
enport, near here last week.

Mrs. G. E. Lewis spent from 
Saturday until Monday of last 
week at her parental home at 
Saluda.

H. B. Boughton was guest of 
his sister, Mrs. W. McD. Lee, at 
Irvington, two days last week.

Wm. Harris of Lara visited his 
sister, Mrs. L. F. Doggett.
Senora

Mrs. Sarah Lewis recently vis-
ited Mrs. W. A. Oliver at Myers 
Creek.

Mrs. T. W. Wilcox visited her 
sister, Mrs. Walter Belfield, a few 
days recently.

The young folks of this place 
enjoyed a “pea shelling” Monday 
night at the home of Mrs. Ella 
Dodson.

Mrs. Lunsford Lewis spent the 
day with her father Mr. Oliver, 
recently.

Little Pearl Yeatman spent last 
week with her grandparents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Clark.

Miss  Adelaide Belfield spent 
Saturday night and Sunday with 
Miss Cirdie Dodson at Beach 
Creek.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Last week, the House 
considered legislation 

to repeal the health care 
overhaul law enacted last 
year.  I voted for the repeal 
in order to continue debate 
on how to improve our 
health care system.

There is no doubt that 
America’s health care 
system is in need of funda-
mental reform. By acting 
with this legislation, we 
can move the debate for-
ward on how to pursue 
further changes to improve 
accessibility, lower costs, 
and ensure that the care 
received is high qual-
ity. Now that the bill has 
passed the House, we begin 
with a clean slate to author, 
consider and debate legis-
lation to meet these goals 
and bring real reform to 
the health care system.

I have met with health 
care providers and a vari-
ety of other individuals 
directly involved in this 
issue. My health care advi-
sory council, with more 
than 120 folks who deal 
with health care issues on a 
daily basis, provided view-
points as well. 

Through this feedback, 
I am committed to finding 
solutions to

• Ensure coverage for 
people with pre-existing 
conditions.

• Allow dependents 
under the age of 26 to stay 
on their parents’ insurance.

•  Protect the patient-
doctor relationship and 
improve the delivery of 
health care.

• Allow those who like 
their coverage to keep it.  

• Eliminate the individ-
ual mandate.

• Allow the sale of insur-
ance across state lines.

• Enact meaningful tort 
reform.

• Protect small busi-
nesses from burdensome 
fees and regulations.

I have cosponsored 
several bills that set a 
new direction for health 
care reform, including 
legislation to repeal the 
small business IRS report-
ing requirement, allow a 
deduction for health insur-
ance and prescription drug 
expenses, and authorize 
the sale of insurance across 
state lines.

As we continue to debate 
this critical issue, send 
your related thoughts, 
experiences and questions 
to wittman.house.gov, or 
call 202-225-4261.
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will close
February 1 st 

while we re-stock 
and re-invent . . . 

Watch for our 
Grand Re-opening 

Mid-March

Rt. 3 • Lively, VA                    804-462-6260

The FooT CenTer
Dr. noel P. PaTel

PoDiaTrisT

Dr. William W. eng

PoDiaTrisT

New Non-Surgical Treatment for Corns & Calluses

720 Irvington Road
KILMARNOCK

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails & Warts  
• Hammertoes • Heel & Arch Pain   

• Circulatory Problems  
• Neuromas • Foot Ulcers   

• Diabetic Foot Care

Monday thru Friday
evening hours available

OPEN

435-1644

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Richard Stuart 

Our first full week of the short session 
has been an extremely busy one.

I was appointed to the Courts of 
Justice Committee. This is a highly 
respected committee that demands a 
great deal of time and work to review all 
of the bills assigned. I was honored to be 
appointed to it and anxious to participate 
in the review of all of the important bills 
that come through it.

There are multiple bills that have 
been filed this year attacking the men-
haden industry and particularly aimed at 
Omega Protein.  This has taken a great 
deal of my time to work on these issues 
and try to combat these bills. I am very 
pleased to tell you that, after a great 
deal of effort and discussion with four 
delegates who sponsored separate bills, 

they have agreed to pull their bills.
Part of their concern is the ecological 

impact of the menhaden within the bay 
region. I believe this is a legitimate issue 
and so I have agreed to request that the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission conduct a related study. This is 
a somewhat different question from sus-
tainability inasmuch as, when we look 
at sustainability, we just look to make 
sure that we are not catching too many 
fish so that the species can continue to 
populate.  

By addressing the concerns of these 
delegates, I hope that we will be able to 
work better in the future to eliminate the 
need to introduce such bills.

I am working with Rep. Rob Wittman 
to bring the fishery subcommittee of the 

Federal and Natural Resources Commit-
tee to our region for a meeting with the 
federal scientists so they can answer the 
delegates’ questions and hopefully make 
them more comfortable that our industry 
is not injuring the bay.

This has been an ongoing issue for 
many years and it is nothing new. How-
ever, I am determined to work with all 
of the stakeholders to see if we can bring 
some comfort level to everyone so that 
perhaps they will stop attacking our 
industry.

I have had a great deal of bills move 
through committees this week. Some 
have fallen by the wayside and some are 
making their way through the system. As 
the week progresses, I will report more 
on the bills that I have put forward.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—
Rep. Rob Wittman recently 
reintroduced the Chesapeake 
Bay Accountability and 
Recovery Act (H.R. 258), to 
continue his efforts to funda-
mentally alter the management 
of Chesapeake Bay restoration 
activities.

“America’s First District is 
historically, economically and 
culturally tied to the water, 
especially the Chesapeake 
Bay,” said Wittman. “Since 

coming to Congress, the resto-
ration of the bay has been one 
of my highest priorities. Cur-
rently, multiple agencies and 
groups share concerns about 
the bay, but are not adequately 
working together. This bill will 
bring them together. Last Con-
gress we reached an important 
milestone by passing this leg-
islation in the House and it is 
my hope we can again, and 
then focus on passage in the 
Senate. I will continue to push 

for bay restoration and for the 
federal government to do its 
part in protecting and restoring 
the bay for now and for future 
generations.”

The legislation would fully 
implement crosscut budgeting 
and adaptive management, to 
enhance coordination, flex-
ibility and efficiency of resto-
ration efforts, he said. These 
techniques have been used 
successfully in the Everglades 
and the Great Lakes; how-

Rep. Wittman pursues bay cleanup legislation

LANCASTER—Robert L. 
Cunningham, 52, of White 
Stone has announced his can-
didacy for the office of Com-
monwealth’s Attorney for 
Lancaster County.

He is the son of the late Dr. 
James K. Cunningham and 
the late Ann W. Cunningham 
of White Stone. Dr. Cun-
ningham was a former Health 
Director of the Northern Neck 
and retired Captain in the U.S. 
Navy.

As a practicing attorney, 
Cunningham has represented 
private sector interests and 
government entities. In the 
private sector, he has repre-
sented individuals and busi-
nesses. In the public sector, 
he has served in the federal 
government working in law 
and public policy at senior 
levels.

As a prosecuting attorney, 
he has served as a Special 
Assistant U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Virginia, 
including caseloads before 
the District Court and the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit. As a defense attorney 
he has served terms as a Lan-
caster County Court Appointed 
Defense Counsel and also 
Middlesex Court Appointed 
Defense Counsel. His general 
practice has included varied 
areas of law, including crimi-
nal defense, international and 
domestic investment banking, 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) matters, and extra-
dition.

In the aftermath of 9/11, 
Cunningham worked exten-
sively with the U.S. Depart-
ments of Justice and Home-
land Security. As a Presiden-
tial Appointee, he served on 
the Presidential Task Force 
on Citizen Preparedness in its 
Report of the Terrorism Pre-

LANCASTER—George E. “Sonny” Thomas announced he will 
seek a fifth term as Lancaster Commissioner of the Revenue.

“Service to all of the taxpayers has been and will continue to be 
my number one priority,” said Thomas. “There is a long tradition 
of service rendered by this office and I am honored to have been 
a part of it. We have had many changes and met challenges while 
maintaining the level of service at a high standard.”

Since election as Lancaster’s Commissioner, Thomas has 
worked hard to become as knowledgeable as possible in the 
assessment procedures in personal property and real estate, he 
said.

He has completed a number of courses, including International 
Association of Assessing Officer courses at William and Mary. 
Thomas has successfully completed all requirements of the Uni-
versity of Virginia Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service and 
was awarded the title of Certified Commissioner of the Revenue.

“I humbly ask for the continued support of the citizens of Lan-
caster County.”

ever, they have not been fully 
implemented in bay restora-
tion efforts, where results have 
lagged far behind the billions 
of dollars spent. 

The legislation also would 
create a Chesapeake Bay Pro-
gram Independent Evaluator to 
review and report to Congress 
on restoration activities in the 
watershed, he said. 

The Chesapeake Bay partner-
ship includes 10 federal agen-
cies, six states and the District 
of Columbia, over 1,000 locali-
ties and multiple nongovern-
mental organizations, said Witt-
man. To date, the complexity of 
the participants has resulted in 
a muddled effort.

The Chesapeake Bay 
Accountability and Recovery 
Act of 2009 passed the House 
in the fall of 2009, but did not 
pass in the Senate.

Wittman’s legislation has 
received endorsements from 
the Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion and the Virginia Seafood 
Council.

Thomas to seek re-election as
Commissioner of the Revenue

George E. “Sonny” Thomas

Cunningham declares candidacy 
for Commonwealth’s Attorney

Robert L. Cunningham

vention Working Group.
He also has  served on the 

Interagency Drug Task Force 
and as a representative to 
the National Association of 
Attorneys General.  In the 
private sector he served on 
coalitions such as Citizens for 
Civil Justice Reform. He was 
a member of the U.S. Army 
Reserves.

Cunningham is a member 
of the bar associations of Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania and the 
Federal District Court for the 
Eastern District of Virginia 
and the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit.  As an 
attorney, he has studied at the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Attorney General’s Advo-
cacy Institute and the Judge 
Advocate General’s School in 
Charlottesville.

As a law student, he did 
course study at Oxford Uni-
versity in Oxford, England. 
He received his Juris Doctor 
Degree from South Texas 
College of Law of Hous-
ton, Texas, and earned his 
undergraduate degree from 
St. Lawrence University of 
Canton, N.Y.

Cunningham said he, his 
wife, Robin, and son, Robert, 

“are excited about the poten-
tial of my serving this com-
munity as Commonwealth’s 
Attorney.”

 Cunningham also said he 
has “fond memories” of his 
early law school clerkships in 
Lancaster with Judge Walther 
Fidler and as assistant to then 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Phillip Purrington.

Cunningham is a member of 
Lancaster Lodge #88, A.F. & 
A.M. in Kilmarnock, and has 
served on the school board 
of Chesapeake Academy in 
Irvington. He is a member of 
White Stone Baptist Church 
where he serves as a deacon. 
He is vice chairman of the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee.  In 2000, he was a 
candidate for the Republican 
nomination for Congress in 
the First Congressional Dis-
trict.

Cunningham and his family 
live at “Locust Grove,” one of 
Lancaster’s historic homes on 
the banks of the Rappahan-
nock River near the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Bridge.

 Do you have a memorable first impression? Readers are invited 
to submit their “First Impressions” in 400 words or less on any topic. 
Send Impressions by email to editor@RRecord.com, by mail to P.O. 
Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, or drop it by the office at 27 North 
Main Street. Include your name, address and phone number. All sub-
missions are subject to editing.

First impresions are 
often the longest lasting
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Model Home, Lots, Custom-Built Home Options  
 

Be the FIRST, GET the BEST  
of ONLY 20 One-Acre Lots!!!  

First two homes/lots sold come with  
$2,000 Golf Membership/Equivalent 

AND $3,000 toward CLOSING COSTS 
 

 LOADED MODEL HOME, only $289,000 
 One-Acre WOODED LOTS in the $50 K’s 
 ARRAY OF CUSTOM HOME OPTIONS in  

the $200 K’s (1,900+ sf) 
 State-Maintained Paved Road (once 5 lots/homes  

are sold) 
 Upcoming Private Pier Access (to Healy’s Millpond)  

for HG Residents 
 

HartfieldGreen.net 
 

Evie Wilton:  
804.725.6322   nwind@verizon.net 

 
Berkeley Fergusson:   

804.513.0352  Berkeley.Fergusson@LNF.com 

Just a stone’s throw from golf and water recreation 
 

Centrally Located 
Take 33 to Grafton Church Rd. (707), turn onto  
Stormont Rd., and follow past Piankatank Golf 

 
Saturday & Sunday, January 29 & 30, 2011 

1 – 4 p.m. 
Model Home:  147 Hartfield Green 

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

STARTING PRICE $47.00 SQ. FT.
FREE SINK WITH TOPS 30 SQ. FT. min.

GRANITE COUNTER TOPS

ALSO AVAILABLE CORIAN AND QUARTZ PRODUCTS

White Stone, VA
jimscabinets@kaballero.com

Call 804.435.2061

SALE

CJC

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will meet at 7 p.m. tonight 
(January 27) in the basement 
courtroom at the county court-
house at 8311 Mary Ball Road 
in Lancaster.

Following the call to order, 
a public input session will be 
held on those items not other-
wise addressed by the agenda.

Presentations will follow, 
including a report from Rob-
inson Farmer Cox Associates, 
the county’s auditing firm, and 
a status report from the Virginia 
Department of Transportation.

A public hearing will be held 
on a request from the town of 
Kilmarnock to restrict through 

trucks on portions of Mary Ball 
Road and Main Street in Kil-
marnock.  The proposed “No 
Through Trucks” zone would 
apply to three or more axle 
trucks from James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway to the north 
of downtown and Harris Road 
to the south, requiring trucks 
without local deliveries to use 
these roads as an alternate route. 
Maps of the proposed restricted 
section and the alternate route 
are available at lancova.com.

Consensus docket items 
include approval of minutes 
for the December 30 meeting, 
the board of zoning appeals 
activity report for 2010 and 
the wetlands board activity 

report for 2010.
Consideration docket items 

include the salaries and invoice 
expenditures for January 2011, 
a request for real estate and 
personal property tax exemp-
tion from Historic White Marsh 
Church Inc., and a request from 
the planning commission for 
guidance on a proposed ordi-
nance to co-hold conservation 
easements.

Comments from supervisors 
regarding items not otherwise 
addressed during the meeting 
will follow and the meeting 
will conclude with the county 
administrator’s report.

The agenda is subject to 
change.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
planning commission for Nor-
thumberland County opened 
its January 20 meeting with a 
reorganizational session.

By unanimous votes, George 
Kramda was elected chairman 
and Garfield Parker III, vice 
chairman. Commission mem-
bers Chris Cralle, Kevin Ell-
more, William Kling, Charles 
Williams and past chairman 
Albert Fisher were present. 
Past vice chairman James 
Stone and Thomas Basker 
were absent.

Fisher made it clear at the 
beginning of the election pro-
cess that neither he nor Stone 
would entertain another nomi-
nation.

“I am not going to seek or 
accept a nomination for chair-
man,” said Fisher. “I’ve done it 
for a good many years and it is 
time to turn it over to someone 
else. I know Jim Stone will not 
seek out the vice chair either.”  

After being elected chair-
man, Kramda expressed his 
appreciation for the nomina-
tion. He and Williams noted 
how valuable Fisher’s service 

was to the commission.
“Thank you for your confi-

dence in my leadership,” said 
Kramda. “I would just like to 
say how much I appreciate the 
chairman’s (Fisher’s) long and 
valuable service to this com-
mission.”

The commission also re-
adopted its existing by-laws 
without changes. The commis-
sion will continue to meet the 
third Thursday of each month 
with the exception of the Feb-
ruary meeting, which will be 
held February 24, due to a con-
flict with a county supervisors’ 
meeting February 17.
Annual report

The commission reviewed 
the end-of-the-year building 
and zoning report with assis-
tant county administrator Lut-
trell Tadlock. Following the 
review, the report was unani-
mously forwarded to the board 
of supervisors with a few minor 
typographical changes. 

The report summarized an 
extreme decline in new con-
struction figures. In 2009, 
more than $55 million in new 
construction was recorded. The 
figure for 2010 was slightly 
more that $31 million, about 

LANCASTER—There are 
five areas naturally situated for 
reservoirs in Lancaster County, 
but only two with little devel-
opment, making them better 
suited for capturing and hold-
ing water should the need ever 
arise, according to a recent 
study by Stuart McKenzie. 

An environmental planner 
with the Northern Neck Plan-
ning District Commission, 
McKenzie made a third appear-
ance before the Lancaster plan-
ning commission last week. He 
presented maps of the county 
showing areas with a high value 
for being preserved due to 
natural habitat and forests that 
filter pollutants and add oxygen 
to the air. He described “Blue/
Green planning” as taking mea-
sures to protect natural areas by 
consolidating larger functional 
land areas as opposed to frag-
mented pieces.

McKenzie also addressed 
areas considered “greenways” 
and potential sites for county 
reservoirs from the county’s 
comprehensive plan. He iden-
tified two sites in particular 
as the best potential reservoir 
sites because they would affect 
the least number of homes and 
landowners. The first is Little 
Branch off the Corrotoman 
River, an area west of White 
Chapel Road. The second is 
at Balls Branch of Lancaster 
Creek north of Mary Ball 
Road. 

Three sites were considered 
of lower potential because of 
structures within an 800-foot 
buffer zone. They include two 
at McMahan Swamp off the 
Western Branch of the Cor-
rotoman River between Mary 
Ball Road and the county line. 
The third is Camps Mill Pond 
at the north end of Kilmarnock, 
off the Eastern Branch of the 
Corrotoman River.

“The county would benefit 
if a Blue/Green infrastructure 
plan identified some of these 
future reservoir sites to be kept 
in a natural state for future gen-
erations,” said McKenzie. 

Commission chairman David 
Jones noted, “The best poten-
tial reservoir did not produce or 
handle enough water to supply 
the area...” Jones was referring 
to Camps Mill Pond which is 
closest to Kilmarnock, but with 
an elevation 20 feet lower than 
any of the other sites. 

However, he said it is benefi-
cial to “earmark land to watch 

KILMARNOCK—The 2011 
Sundays at Two season began 
January 7 with a program by 
Marianne Vermeer. She gave 
a presentation on the develop-
ment and education of chil-
dren in 24 countries around 
the world, said library director 
Lindsy Gardner. 

On January 16, Dr. Mark 
Patterson presented “20,000 
Millimeters Under the Sea: 
Underwater Habitats, Robots 
and Beyond,” said Gardener.  

Patterson is the director of 
the Autonomous Systems Lab-
oratory at the Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science (VIMS) and 
a professor at the School of 
Marine Science for the College 
of William and Mary. He is an 
underwater explorer, inventor, 
and entrepreneur and an expert 
on corals and their relatives.

The Rappahannock Garden 
Club (RGC) recently 

planted golden daffodils at 
the Boy’s and Girl’s Club of 
the Northern Neck in Kilmar-
nock.

This is part of the Piedmont 
District, Virginia Federation of 
Garden Clubs “Golden” initia-

tive said RGC member Judy 
Ripley. 

A board meeting recently 
was at the home of president 
Sandra Harris.

“Pruning and Planting with 
the Master Gardeners” will be 
presented at noon March 10 at 
Grace Church in Kilmarnock.  

Ringing in 2011
Ringing in the New Year at the Boys & Girls Club New Year’s Eve 
Gala from left are Craig Kelly, Tommy Hemans, Donna Anderson, 
Ed Fuehrer and chief professional officer Larry Long. The 
celebration, a major fund-raiser, brought together community 
leaders, club friends and supporters, board members, staff and 
donors at the clubhouse in Kilmarnock. They danced to the 
tunes of the Russell Oneal Carter Experience.

From left are (front row) Nancy Edwards, Reta Stover and Ann 
Hecht of the garden club; (next row) chief professional officer 
Larry Long and unit director Wardell Carter. 

Club pursues ‘Golden’ project

Northumberland planning commission reorganizes
by Starke Jett 45 percent less. 

“If the Bluff Point proj-
ect came through, it would 
certainly enhance that,” said 
Fisher.

Tadlock will review the 
report with supervisors Febru-
ary 17.
Zoning review

Reporting on the staff’s 
zoning ordinance review, Tad-
lock indicated they are work-
ing on a section concerning 
signage and will be bringing 
the results to the next meeting. 

Tadlock said there are just a 
few more sections to finish after 
that, but he could not provide a 
time table for the completion 
of the review. He reminded the 
commission that in addition to 
finishing the zoning ordinance 
review, the commission also 
will have to review the com-
prehensive plan in 2011.

“We have a heavy year ahead 
of us,” said Tadlock.
YMCA pool

In other business, Kling 
expressed disatisfaction with a 
construction contract awarded 
recently to a Williamsburg 
firm to build a pool for the 
Northumberland YMCA facil-
ity. The YMCA is renovating 
portions of the the former high 
school building in Heathsville. 

The Peninsula District 
YMCA, which oversees the 
Northumberland facility, is 
under no obligation to hire the 

local work force, he said.
But the new chapter raised 

much of its funding from 
local sources and was awarded 
the use of the building by the 
county at a very reasonable 
cost, according to Kling. As 
a member of the economic 
development commission, he 
expressed his dismay that local 
workers and contractors were 
not given the opportunity to 
reap the rewards.

“It really is a slap in the 
face for what we do here,” 
said Kling. “I don’t think 
there is anything we can do 
now because the contract is 
awarded. But the one thing 
we should not do is remain 
silent.”

Several other commission-
ers expressed sympathy, but 
pointed out that there is no way 
to force private entities to buy 
local, no matter how appropri-
ate it might be.
Security

Before adjourning, commis-
sion members also discussed 
security issues in light of recent 
attacks in Arizona and Florida 
on public figures. Having a 
deputy on duty at meetings 
was mentioned, but no action 
was taken.

“Every public entity needs 
to be aware of this issue,” said 
Kramda, “but I don’t think 
there is much we need to do at 
this point.”

by Audrey Thomasson

Commission reviews
potential reservoir sites

closely for anyone who might 
want to come in and rezone” 
large parcels for development.

When asked how the plan 
could be achieved, McKenzie 
said a new grant this year would 
allow him to create the tools 
to help counties implement 
Blue/Green infrastructure. “It 
would be a scanning tool for 
any development—maybe not 
knock it down, but back it off a 
few notches,” he explained.

McKenzie is expected to 
return in March to present ideas 
on how counties can implement 
land conservancy plans.

According to land use direc-
tor Don Gill, if planners deem 
the ideas “a worthwhile ven-
ture, the ultimate goal would 
be to define those areas with a 
map that would be included in 
the 2012 updates to the com-
prehensive plan.”

From left are Gloria Wallace, Dr. Mark Patterson and Mimi 
Beckwith.

Vermeer and Patterson
launch speaker series

From left are Marianne 
Vermeer and Jean Hess.

Dr. Patterson said his two 
passions are underwater robot-
ics and living in the world’s 
only underwater laboratory. He 
camps underwater for seven to 
16 days. This began when he 
was in graduate school at Har-
vard University and continues 
today, said Gardner. 

On February 6, the Ancient 
Mariners will present “Barber-
shop Singing: A Unique Amer-
ican Art Form.” 

The Agenda
Local Government News


