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NAACP members,
law enforcement
officials discuss
alleged disparities
in the legal system
by Audrey Thomasson

The funeral procession of former mayor Edward Jefferson Davis Sr., entered Woodlawn Cemetary in Kilmarnock Monday beneath two ladder trucks
aligned in a salute and draped with the American flag.The trucks were from Kilmarnock and Gloucester Volunteer Fire Departments.

Community bids farewell to Edward J. Davis Sr.
by Audrey Thomasson

E

dward Jefferson Davis Sr., was
bid a final farewell by friends and
family Monday at Kilmarnock Baptist
Church. Members of the National Guard
in Petersburg provided military honors
graveside in Woodlawn Cemetery.
Before his remains were placed in the
ground, a last call out was broadcast by
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD) over the emergency network at 12:30 p.m., thanking Davis for
60 years of service that included serving
as the organization’s president.
Davis, 86, died at home last Thursday,
surrounded by family.
He was mayor of Kilmarnock from
1978 to 2002, after serving on council
since 1958. His achievements as mayor
included securing money to purchase a
fire truck so the fire department could
provide adequate protection for the town.
KVFD paid for the loan through lease
payments.
Also, Mayor Davis supported expansion and upgrade of the town’s utilities in
1979 including new water storage tanks,
wells, pump stations and improvements
at the Wastewater Treatment Plant under
a $6 million bond issue. He was instrumental in expanding the town north of
Main Street in 1984 to include nearly
900 additional acres.
Under his leadership, cable TV came
to the area in 1981, a DMV office was
added in 1986 and a town bypass on
James B. Jones Memorial Highway
became a reality in 1996. His support for
the creation of the Kilmarnock Technol-

ogy Park has led to businesses locating
in town.
Town officials acknowledged Davis
worked to hold down costs and was fiscally conservative with taxpayers’ money
during his 24 years as mayor.
Born at home at Ocran on Antipoison
Creek, Davis was one of five children
and the only son of the late Eddie H. and
Lillian Jefferson Davis.
Davis went into the Army after high
school and served in Europe during
World War II. The Army reported Davis
missing in action, but his mother continued to get letters from her son. The
family assumed the Army mixed him up
with another Edward Davis, according to
his son, Ed Davis, Jr.
Davis returned to Kilmarnock after
the war and went looking for a girl he
remembered from his high school days
in White Stone. He found Peggy George
working in Kilmarnock’s five and dime
store and they’ve been together ever
since, said Ed Davis Jr.
For over 23 years, Davis supported his
family by running Crowther Ford, said
Ed Davis Jr.
In 1970, the couple branched out on
their own, opening Davis Auto Sales Inc.
of Kilmarnock and selling Dodge trucks
and cars. “Mom and dad were both sales
people. Rather than wait for people to
come to them, they visited customers in
their homes. That’s how things were done
in those days.”
Wilson Evans, who is employed at the
dealership, has worked for Davis for 54
years, starting out at the age of 10 pulling weeds in his home garden. As Evans

Under a light sprinkling of rain, pallbearers carry the casket to the
gravesite.

grew older he hung out at Crowther Ford
and before long, Davis had him cleaning
cars. He worked his way up to mechanic
and then followed Davis to the Dodge
dealership.
“He treated me as good as his son,
maybe even better,” Evans said. “He was
very successful in everything he did.”
While Ed Davis Jr., was the couple’s
only child, there were plenty of relatives
and friends to join them for homemade
ice cream or a day out fishing and crabbing.
“Dad was in the Lions Club and
Masons for over 60 years...and a
member of Kilmarnock Baptist Church
for 64 years. All that creates friendships.

He could go anywhere and people knew
him,” said Ed Davis Jr.. But Davis still
made time for family. “He was the best
father in the world. He played and fished
with me. He gave me lots of time and
taught me skills” such as carpentry and
electrical. “He loved his grandchildren. I
can’t think of anyone could love as much
as my mom and dad loved each other.
We were a very close family.”
The Davises would have celebrated
their 64th wedding anniversary in October.
A related obituary appears on page
B7, and Henry Lane Hull devotes his
“Excerpts” column to Edward J. Davis
Sr. on page A6 .

44 bikers saddle up Saturday for Red Cross benefit
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK— Thirty-one drivers and another 13 passengers on Saturday, shined up their Harleys, Indians
and BMW motorcycles to participate
in the second annual Ride for the Red
Poker Run.
The ride began at the Kilmarnock
Farmers’ Market and took bikers on a
tour of the area in an event that raised
$1,028 for the River Counties Chapter
of the American Red Cross.
Players drew poker cards at stops
along the two-hour ride and revealed
their hands at the final stop at Savannah
Joe’s where they had lunch and enjoyed
the music of Last Call. Gery Pachucki
had the winning hand and collected the
$85 pot.
Chapter executive director Julie
Dudley thanked the sponsor, Xtreme
Power Sports Inc., and prize contributors, Newsomes, Back Draft, NNG,
Specials, Savannah Joe’s, Charlotte’s,
Burke’s Jewelers, Noblett’s, Home Town
Lighting, KC’s Crabs and Cues, Booth
Furniture, Southern States, Computer
Wizard, Crazy Crab, Holiday Inn, Bayside Garage and Bill Pyszka of ReMax
Waterfront with a one-night stay at
Warner Hall B&B in Gloucester.
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KILMARNOCK—Accusations that
drug laws are a tale of two systems
became the focus of discussion among
NAACP members and their guest
speakers Commonwealth’s Attorney
Jeffers Schmidt and Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett.
NAACP president Lewis Conway
and member Lloyd Hill expressed
concerns of a double standard when
it comes to sentencing cocaine users.
They cited studies that show the penalty for possession of crack, the primary choice of black users, is 10 times
stiffer than for powder cocaine, the
choice of white users.
Schmidt noted there are specific
sentences laid out in federal laws that
determined the penalties imposed on
convicted abusers and those laws were
recently changed by Congress to lessen
the disparity in how the legal system
handles cocaine-related offenses.
Hill argued there was still a wide disparity in the penalties; he said there is
still a 10 to 1 disparity.
Local drug enforcement investigators explained crack cocaine is a purer
and more potent form of cocaine than
the powder version which is blended
with other substances such as baking
soda.
When pressed by Hill about local
enforcement of such disparity, Schmidt
noted the disparity in state and federal
laws over the value of a marijuana
plant.
“It’s groups like this that can bring a
change in the law by bringing it to their
representatives” in the General Assembly, he said. As an example, Schmidt
said California is in the process of
making home-grown marijuana legal.
“That’s why we have 50 different
states. Each can choose to do it their
own way.” As constitutional officers,
he said, “We are sworn to follow the
Virginia laws.”
Conway replied the disparity is
affecting young, black males in the
county who carry a record after one
offense.
Schmidt said first-time offenders go
into a probation program and the case is
dismissed if they behave and stop using.
Conway disagreed, arguing he’s
seen first-time offenders convicted and
serving time in prison. He asked about
the penalty for growing 100 marijuana plants, but the sheriff corrected
him, saying the penalty is not for the
number of plants but the weight of the
marijuana from those plants.
Sale or distribution of more than five
pounds of marijuana is a felony while
less than that is considered a misdemeanor. People with 100 plants with a
weight of less than five pounds will not
be charged with a felony unless there is
intent to distribute, Crockett said.
If there are facts to prove intent to
distribute without meeting the minimum weight, they can still be charged
with a felony, added Schmidt.
The discussion drifted to the recent
indictment of a local couple charged
with one felony count each of manufacture of marijuana for use to others.
“We are not treated the same way
whites are treated,” Hill said. “If it had
happened to me, I would have been
arrested on the spot. That’s my belief.
Instead, they were allowed to drive
themselves to the sheriff’s office.”
Crockett explained the couple was
not arrested that day because they were
not considered a flight risk. He said
deputies would not have arrested Hill
because he wouldn’t be considered a
flight risk either. Additionally, Crocket
said by taking the case through a
multi-jurisdictional grand jury which
only handles drug cases, investigators appear before a judge once rather
than three appearances for an immediate arrest, arraignment and processing
through traditional channels. He said
the case was handled no differently
than many others including whites or
blacks. In fact, he said in every one of
the 46 cases handled in 2010, blacks
were treated better than whites.
Under questioning, he noted the
population at the jail is generally close
to 50/50 percent whites and blacks
with about 26 to 28 prisoners. Up to
60 percent of arrests are blacks, which
Crockett attributed to more calls stemming from black-on-black crimes.
Asked about gang identifiers, CrockNAACP, continued on page A3
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Rappahannock Record about
the Indian Creek rezoning
incorrectly gave the dates for
the Northumberland board of
supervisors and planning commission meetings as October 7
and 14 respectively. The correct dates are October 14 and
21 respectively.
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by Starke Jett
R E E DV I L L E — B l a i n e
Altaffer, a member of the Save
the Stack committee, last week
announced the completion of
the restoration of the centuryold, 140-foot-tall Morris Fisher
smoke stack on property currently owned by Omega Protein Inc. in Reedville.
Employees with Industrial
Access Inc., a subsidiary of
Chimney Solutions Inc. of
Atlanta, finished the project
in under three weeks, several
weeks ahead of their estimate
of four to six weeks. Up to
eight workers have worked
seven days a week since early
September to get the job done
quickly, according to project
foreman Bill Thompson.
He said the fast completion
was because the company has
so much experience with these
types of jobs. The company
has rebuilt stacks as tall as 600
feet in every kind of material
possible from steel to concrete
and brick.
“Things went very smoothly,”
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said Thompson. “I know it will
be here for a long, long time.
Many years from now it will
still be standing strong.”
He expects the job to be finished on September 28 with a
couple more days to remove
the scaffolding that surrounds
the brick icon. More than 1,000
bricks were replaced during the
restoration, he said.
Omega plant manager and
committee member Monty Deihl
said he is happy to see the stack
finished. However, he noted the
fund raising is not over.
“Doing the work couldn’t
wait,” said Deihl. “But we
still need to raise quite a bit of
money to pay for this.”
More than $50,000 is still
needed to pay for the work just
finished, which will cost nearly
$235,000, according to Deihl.
He said that another $100,000
is needed for rip rap to shore
up the waterfront around the
stack, do landscaping and erect
a plaque to commemorate the
stack and the top level donors
that gave more than $5,000 to
the effort.
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through a performance contract
with Honeywell Inc.
Land use hearing will address
requests from:
• Michele J. and Stratford
W. Ward Jr. to expand an existing residential structure on a
0.4-acre parcel. The property
is at 129 Winona Drive near
Windmill Point.
• James E. C. Norris and
Motoko Endo Norris (owners)
and Shelia L. King (agent) to
change the zoning classification on a 4.227-acre parcel from
agriculture to conditional commercial to establish a country
store. The property is at Mary
Ball and Pinckardsville roads.
• Ken Knull of Yankee Point
Marina Inc., to change the definition of “private boathouse”
in the zoning ordinance, to
allow for a boat-lift cover. The
planning commission did not
endorse the application.
At 8:15 p.m., the board will
address its consensus docket,
including the meeting minutes
for August 26, a ban on burning and a community services Boxwood Wreaths & Trees
board performance contract for
2011.
White Cheddar Cheese
At 8:20 p.m., the board will
address its consideration docket
including salaries and invoices Baked Goods & Fudge
for September 2010, an application for special exception from Boutique & Jewelry
AT&T Mobility, and a furniture
Sat.
schedule for the new judicial Christmas Items
Nov. 20
center.
Jams & Pickles
HEATHSVILLE - The contro8:30am-12:30pm
versial Bluff Point planned unit
Gift Baskets
development (PUD), first proposed by Mathews resident Tom
Dingledine more than six months Cookbook
LANCASTER
ago, will be considered by the
MIDDLE SCHOOL
Northumberland board of Snack bar
supervisors at a work session at
5 p.m. Monday, October 4, at the Raffle
courts building in Heathsville.
HISTORYLAND
The meeting is public, but is
Community
not a public hearing. Opponents
Workshop
to the developments have notified
each other via the internet to be
Get ready for the holidays!
aware of the session and be present. They have also built a website
Come join us at the sale!
for posting updates, which can be
found at northernneck.com/bluffAll proceeds go to scholarships and local education!
point.asp.
Peggy Sanner, an attorney with
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, issued an advisory as well.
“Chesapeake Bay Foundation
(CBF) urges you to contact your
County supervisor before this session to express your opposition to
the project,” wrote Sanner in an
e-mail to Northumberland residents. “As CBF testified at both
hearings, the proposed large-scale
resort community raises serious
environmental concerns.”
At two public hearings held on
the development in March and
August, a majority of speakers
opposed the project for environmental, traffic and public services
reasons. Supporters wanted the
project to go forward primarily
for economic reasons.
County Administrator Kenny
Eades said September 24 that the
supervisors would be going over
the conditions for granting a special exception for the PUD. He
said that no vote on the exception
would be made at the meeting.
“They will go over the conditions,” he said. “We will be workFoundation for Historic Christ Church, Inc.
ing on it next week to summarize
Mailing address. P.O. Box 24, Irvington, VA 22480 • www.christchurch1735.org • 804-438-6855
Financial statements of the Foundation are availablw at the foundation office or upon written request from the Office of
the public’s concerns.”
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little extra care in preparation
is needed where senior family
members, friends or neighbors
are involved, said Northumberland County Red Cross publicity chairman Jan Kroll.
Especially important to
remember for seniors are prescription medications in original bottles with at least two
weeks supply and copies of
the prescriptions, if available;
eyeglasses with an extra pair,
if possible; hearing aids with
extra batteries; medical equipment and devices which may
be needed, such as dentures,
canes, prostheses; and special
dietary items.
Also useful may be a blanket
and an extra change of clothing,
and a small supply of packaged
quick-energy foods such as raisins and granola bars.
Important papers, such as
birth and marriage certificates, wills, insurance policies,
deeds, etc. should be gathered
in a water proof container or in
a safe deposit box.
Make sure seniors have a
ride to a shelter if evacuation
is necessary and all their special needs items are taken with
them. Notifying the Red Cross
Chapter or social services
department beforehand of their
special needs would help prepare for their shelter stay. If
time allows, planning to get
seniors to a safe location with
relatives or friends is the best
option.
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Lancaster woman is killed crossing busy highway
by Starke Jett
GLOUCESTER—Jean Calimer of Lancaster County was
killed Saturday, September 25,
just after 10 p.m. when she was
struck by a car on Route 17

near Gloucester, according to
Virginia State Trooper Austin
Pittman.
Pittman said Calimer, who
worked at Main Street Pharmacy in Kilmarnock, was
attempting to cross the busy

highway from Damon’s Restaurant with a friend, Charlotte
Dull of Lancaster County, when
a northbound 2004 Chevy
Trailblazer driven by Samantha
Jones struck her. She was pronounced dead at the scene by

rescue personnel. Dull was not
injured and weather was not a
factor, Pittman said.
No charges have been filed
against Jones, but Pittman said
that he would be “consulting with
the Commonwealth’s attorney.”

Authorities claim two more marijuana growing operations
by Audrey Thomasson
RICHMOND COUNTY—
Sheriff Douglas Bryant of the
Richmond County Sheriff’s
Department on September 23
announced the discovery of
two additional marijuana growing operations nearly identical
to the sites found last month.
Some 6,138 plants were
found in one field and 8,239

plants in a second for a combined street value of more than
$20 million dollars. Both operations were near Foneswood
in the north end of the county,
Bryant said.
The two fields bring the total
number of marijuana plants
seized in the past two months
to 21,100 with an estimated
street value of $63 million.
After last month’s discovery,

law enforcement officers have
been proactively conducting
random air searches for marijuana growing operations in
the county.
Bryant’s department has
been assisted by officers from
Northumberland,
Lancaster
and King George counties
along with members of Drug
Enforcement Administration,
Virginia State Police, NCIS

(Navel Criminal Investigative
Service), Virginia Game and
Inland Fisheries, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife and the Department of
Corrections.
With the approach of the
hunting season, Sheriff Bryant
asks citizens to keep an eye out
for possible grow operations
in the woods, including irrigation hoses, tents and manmade
ponds.

Felonies

Jeremy M. Nickens, 28, of
Richtown Road, was arrested
for possession of a firearm by
a convicted felon (felony) and
misdemeanor sale/distribution of
marijuana.

Misdemeanors

An East Church Street man,
47, was charged September 21
with assault and battery.
An Ocran Road woman, 48,
was charged September 22 with
violation of probation and contempt of court.
A Davis Mill Road man, 37,
was charged September 23 with
contempt of court.
A Dogwood Lane man was
charged September 23 with contempt of court.
An Ocran Road woman, 48,
was charged September 23 with
failure to appear in Richmond
County court.

Activity report

Sept. 21: Staff responded to
an abandoned vehicle complaint
on Lara Road, and to a vehicle
fire on Morattico Road; received
a stolen vehicle report from Jones
Drive (1998 Nissan Pathfinder,
$2,000 property loss); and recovered a golf cart in a cornfield
off of Indiantown Road ($9,000
property recovery).
Sept. 22: Staff responded to
a suspicious vehicle complaint
on Belmont Creek Road, to a
fight call involving six people
in the 2600 block of Morattico
Road, with Kilmarnock Police
Department (KPD) to a breaking and entering at the carnival
grounds on Waverly Avenue; and
received a report of a theft from
a vehicle in the 1400 block of
Weems Road (speakers, amplifier, Kenwood stereo/cd player,

Playstation II with controllers;
$1,675 property loss).
Sept. 23: Staff responded to a
domestic disturbance (adult siblings) on Gaskins Road, to a suspicious person complaint at the
Nuttsville Post Office, to a traffic
accident on White Pine Drive,
and to the White Stone area to
assist Virginia State Police (VSP)
in locating a motorcycle involved
in a pursuit; received information
about a suspicious vehicle in the
Lively area, and received a firearm for temporary safekeeping
from a Haydon Lane resident.
Sept. 24: Staff notified the
power company of a downed
power line in the area of Good
Luck and Campbell roads, and to
a domestic disturbance (husband/
wife) on Williams Mill Lane;
and received a report of the theft
of a man’s wallet from Taylors
Creek Road and cash/credit card
used at McDonald’s.
Sept. 25: Staff responded to
a destruction of property complaint on Old Orchard Road, to
a trespass complaint on Tabbs
Choice Road, with KPD to a
juvenile disorderly conduct complaint on Waverly Avenue, with
KPD to a domestic disturbance
in the 16500 block of Mary Ball
Road (adult male locked himself
in bathroom with child; mother
reports subject is drunk).
Sept. 26:   Staff delivered an
emergency message to a Bailey
Lane resident at the request of
Virginia State Police (Gloucester
area office); responded to the area
of Crawfords Corner Road to
assist Northumberland deputies
on a disturbance call involving
a large crowd, to a domestic disturbance on Gaskins Road; with
assistance from KPD and VSP to
a fight call on Gaines Road that
involved three carloads of men
from the Merry Point area (several vehicle stops made, checks
made for wanted persons and

LANCASTER
COUNTY
CRIME
SOLVERS
On July 18, Jasmine
Smith, 19, of Henrico
County was shot and
killed while attending a
party in Nuttsville.
Investigators from Lancaster County Sheriff’s
Office have questioned
several people who
attended the party, but
still need further infomation about the shooting
and the person that shot
her. If you have information or know someone
who does, call Lancaster
County Crime Solvers at
462-7463.
The little piece of infomation you know may be
the key to the case. Her
parents deserve closure.
Crime Solvers pays
rewards up to $1,000 for
infomation that is useful
to law enforcement. The
crime solvers phone line
is not recorded.
weapons); to a civil complaint at
a White Stone area convenience
store; notified Virginia Marine
Resources Commission and the
U.S. Coast Guard about a suspicious vessel/boater in distress
near the Robert O. Norris Jr.
bridge; to a trespass complaint
on Carters Creek Drive; with
KPD to a combative patient complaint at Rappahannock General
Hospital; with KPD to a suspi-

cious person complaint on North
Main Street; to Gaines Road on a
complaint that the men from the
Merry Point area had returned
(vehicles were gone on arrival).
Sept. 27: Staff responded to
an E911 disconnect call on King
Carter Drive (no emergency
services needed), and to a child
custody/visitation dispute in the
Lancaster area.
Staff also conducted 5 traffic stops, issued 1 summons,
assisted 2 motorists, reported 4
deer strikes, investigated 2 building alarms and transported 3
inmates.

Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a vehicle fire in the 43000
block of Morattico Road; a fire
alarm on Longview Drive; with
Kilmarnock VFD to a fire on
Buzzards Neck Road.
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded with
Kilmarnock VFD to a fire on
Newtown Road.
The Virginia Department of
Forestry responded to an open
fire violation in Sandy Lane.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Charles A.Wilkins last
week brought charges against 4
individuals.

Felonies

Dedrick Jermaine Curry, 20,
of Kilmarnock, was charged
September 26 with unlawful
wounding.

Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg man, 28, was
charged September 21 with petit
larceny.
A Heathsville woman, 18, was
charged September 24 with contributing to the delinquency of a
minor.
A Callao man, 20, was charged
with driving while his license
was suspended.

Rabies Awareness Week continues through October 3
The Three Rivers Health District reminds individuals to “Protect the Ones You Love. Vaccinate
Your Pets.” This message is the
focus of Rabies Awareness Week
observed September 27 through
October 3, according to director
Dr. Thomas K.Irungu.
Rabies is a virus that attacks the
nervous system. Rabies is found
in the saliva and brain of rabid
animals. Only mammals contract and spread rabies. Examples
include skunks, bats, foxes, raccoons, dogs, cats and some farm
animals.
Rabies clinics will be held
at Three Rivers Health District
offices in Middlesex County,
October 30; Richmond County,
October 2; Westmoreland County,
October 16; Lancaster County,
October 23; and Mathews County,
October 23. To confirm places,
dates and times, contact the local
health department.

NAACP

continued from page A1

ett said certain tattoos or a red
scarf hanging out of the right
back pants pocket is a sign a
youth is involved with a gang.
Hill asked how families could
intervene before their children
dig holes so deep they can’t get
out. “Everybody’s selling drugs,”
he said.
Schmidt said it was the responsibility of the community to take
troubled youth to their pastor or
grandmother to help straighten
them out. “The juvenile court
works the same way. They try to
scare them straight too...if it fails
they are sent to a juvenile center.”
He also suggested the Boys and
Girls Club of the Northern Neck
as a valuable resource to keep
kids out of trouble.

State law requires all dogs and
cats over the age of four months
to be vaccinated against rabies.
Vaccines can be given as early
as three months. One product
is approved for kittens at eight
weeks of age.
Dog licenses are required
throughout the state and some
communities require licenses for
cats. Contact your local health
department for more information.
Tips to help protect family
members and pets from rabies:
• Keep pet vaccinations up to
date.
• If attacked or bitten by an

animal, wash the wound imme- strangely to the animal control
diately. Call a physician, health office.
• Stay away from animals
department or animal control
behaving strangely.
agency immediately.
• If a pet is attacked or bitten
by a wild animal, contact the veterinarian or health department
immediately.
• Do not let pets roam free.
• Make sure garbage cans outside of the home are tightly sealed
to prevent attraction of animals.
• Do not leave pet food outside.
• Do not keep wild animals as
pets.
• Do not feed wild animals.
• Report animals behaving

Express Auto & Fleet Service
Philip White

Owner-ASE certified

6291 Northumberland Hwy
P.O. Box 31
Heathsville, Virginia 22473
VA State Inspection Station
30 Years Experience
12,000 Miles/1 year warranty

804-580-6190
pjwhite@xprsauto.com
www.xpsauto.com

QUIL T SHOW
and AUCTION

Fri., Oct 1 and Sat., Oct 2

RICE’S HOTEL/HUGHLETT’S TAVERN
Rt. 360, Heathsville, VA
Member Show, Hoffman Exhibit,
Merchant Mall, Silent Auction
Live Auction begins 3 PM Saturday.
Tickets $10 at the Welcome Tent
Please bring Ad so we know you read the
Record or Sentinel !

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783

Greenpoint
Nursery
Dwarf Wax Myrtles
and much more...
Route 3 • Lively • 462-0220

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett last week
brought charges against 6 individuals.
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MORE ADVENTURES

Dec. 23-Jan. 6 Holland America’s ms Noordam
Holidays On The High Seas In the Caribbean
Roundtrip Ft. Lauderdale, stopping at Jamaica,
Grand Cayman, Cozumel, San Juan, St. Thomas
and many more. All the holiday festivities without
the hustle & bustle!
Feb. 14-26 Celebrity’s Mercury Round trip from Baltimore
Escorted-Motorcoach from Kilmarnock
Stops at St. Thomas, St. Croix, St. Kitts, Antigua
& St. Maarten
June 25-July 1-Oceania’s Marina-Baltic Treasures Escorted
Visit Stockholm, Helsinki, St. Petersburg,
Tallinn, Riga, Visby, Gdynia, Bornholm,
Warnemunde, Copenhagen.
FREE AIRFARE from Washington Dulles
Sept. 11-24 Holland America’s ms Zaandam Alaska Cruise/Tour
Fairbanks to Denali to Anchorage before boarding your 5 star ship & cruising the inside passage.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

50 EAST CHURCH
50 EAST CHURCH STREET
KILMARNOCK,VA. 22482
804-435-8722

GOLD: $1290.00 /TROY OZ!!
SILVER: $21.50 /TROY OZ!!

CASH IN!!!!!!!
CASH IN ALL UNWANTED GOLD, SILVER,
PLATINUM, STERLING SILVER FLATWARE,
COINS AND MEDALLIONS.
BROKEN AND UNMARKED GOLD NO PROBLEM
WE WILL TEST THEM!!
COINS AND COLLECTIONS PAYED ON THE SPOT
WE SELL SILVER BOULLION, COINS, STERLING
JEWELRY AND STERLING SILVER FLATWARE
AND HOLLOWARE.
STERLING FLATWARE AND HOLLOWARE
POLISHING SERVICE AVAILABLE
DEALERS WELCOME!!!!
MON. - THUR. 10AM-5PM
FRI. & SAT. 10AM-6PM

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD 				

Volunteer firemen conduct training exercises

www.rrecord.com

The Lancaster Players
Presents

You’re Perfect, Now Change”

NAPS to honor Northumberland’s volunteer firefighters
HEATHSVILLE—Wanted:
Brave-hearted souls willing to
work without pay, at any hour,
in any weather, even on holidays
and vacations.
Northumberland County is
blessed with about 135 such
people, who are our firefighters,
said Northumberland Association for Progressive Stewardship
(NAPS) member Sandy Henbest.
These dedicated volunteers
will be honored at a reception
and dinner from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
October 9 at the Rice’s HotelHughlett’s Tavern Transportation
Building in Heathsville. NAPS
will present its Distinguished

Citizen Award to the Volunteer
Fire Departments (VDF) of Northumberland County.
The first fire department in the
area was formed in Reedville in
1947; the Callao VFD started in
1948. There are now two VFDs
in Northumberland County, one
in Callao and one with two stations in the Fairfield District.
Together they respond to more
than 330 calls per year. The fire
departments are separate from
the rescue squads, although many
of the firefighters are also emergency medical technicians, Henbest said.
What would a fire depart-

“ I Love You,

By Joe DePietro
Music by Jimmy Roberts

Oct. 21, 22, 23, 29, 30 & Nov. 5, 6
Evenings
D

First a small burn barrel with
straw was placed in the back bedroom and set on fire. The smoke
from the straw filled the room,
said Kellum. The firemen had to
locate the room, find the fire and
extinguish it. A wrecked car was
put in the garage which the firemen also extinguished. Then they
fought a kitchen fire in the stove.
The ceiling was pulled out so
the fire could get into the attic.
The firemen vented the attic to
control the fire’s movement and
isolate it, to keep the fire in one
place and do the least damage, he
said.
Kellum said the training went
well with no injuries or equipment damage and all walked
away with a little knowledge to be
used in the future. He reminded
area residents that the fire departments are all volunteer units. The
members are not paid and train on
their own to stay proficient.

THE RECORD ONLINE
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KILMARNOCK—Firemen
from the Kilmarnock, Upper
Lancaster and White Stone volunteer fire departments burned a
house in Kilmarnock September
26 for some real-life training, said
training officer Randy Kellum.
A home just outside the Kilmarnock town limits was due to
be demolished and the contractor
contacted the Kilmarnock Fire
Department to see if they could
use the structure for training.
Kellum was contacted and looked
at the house. He noted that it was
in very good shape and that a lot
of training could be accomplished
in the structure.
Kellum contacted the chiefs
and training officers from Upper
Volunteer firemen conduct training exercise
Lancaster and White Stone. Plans
were made and the date was set,
he said. Sunday morning, three
At 9 a.m. the trucks pulled in, Training was conducted on water
departments met at the Kilmar- dump tanks for water were set, supply, pump operations, aerial
nock firehouse for breakfast, a a staging area was set up and operations, roof ventilation, and
safety briefing and assignments. a rehab area was established. then fire fighting.

Kilmarnock•Virginia
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7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

county, and individual donations.
The community can support
the fire departments by giving
not only money, but time: write
2:00pm Social Hour - 3:00pm Curtain
a grant proposal, organize a fund
raiser, create a public relations
campaign, or design a career day
or other school program, Henbest
At The Playhouse in White Stone
said. One can be a teen cadet or a
certified instructor, she said.
For information on these
opportunities, to contribute, to
request an application, or just to
Call 435-3776
ask questions, call Fairfields chief
Phillip Keyser at 453-4100, or
E-mail: pootersox@gmail.com
Callao chief David Woolard at
450-0405.
For dinner reservations, call
REEDVILLE—The Northum- Henbest at 804-580-4975, or visit
berland Family YMCA held its sahenbest@kaballero.com.
sixth annual dinner auction September 18 at Festival Halle in
Reedville.
The Halle looked wonderful,
filled to max with tables and great
silent and live auction items, said
campaign chairman Betty Hall.
The master of ceremonies was
DJ Russ, who worked the crowd
and kept attendees bidding on the
silent auction items and a “mystery envelope,” perhaps a gift certificate, or something else.
Tommy’s in Reedville provided
a buffet dinner catered by Classic
Caterers and Bartenders. Hall
and trustee Mervin Withers of the
Earl W. Withers Trust made a few
comments and auctioneer Manuel
Haynie got the crowd excited.
Auction items included trips, a
handmade rocking horse, a bench
Sue Woodard and Page Carlson lead session.
in the locker room in the old Northumberland High School gym
Join us Saturday, October 2nd for a Lawn Care Seminar. Jimmy Shaver
and construction items for the
from Southern States will be leading a discussion on lawn care prodnew facility. At the end of the eveucts and solutions in our greenhouse at 10 AM. He will cover seeding,
ning event, chairman Karen Curry
thanked the attendees, donors and
fertilizing, weed control, watering, mowing and much more. Bring in
the event committee. The dinner
a sample of your specific problem for us to resolve. Can’t make our
auction raised over $37,500 for
KILMARNOCK—Studying the National Garden Club accred- the new YMCA facility.
seminar - stop by anytime on Saturday for Jimmy will be here all day
the fine art of gardening in all its ited judge and student judge.
to assist you with a solution or answer your question.
aspects, including floral design,
In horticulture, Nell Brothers,
is a mission of the Kilmarnock four blue; Ersel Buckley-Sharp,
Garden Club.
four blue and two red; Jane
A story in the September 23
To support that mission, mem- Denton, two blue and one red;
Statesman Turf Type
bers of the Kilmarnock Garden Grace Ann Miller, three blue and Rappahannock Record about
Black Oil
Tall Fescue Grass
Club worked together to create one red; Olga Speck 11 blue, one Miss America’s visit incorrectly
Sunﬂ
ower
Seed
HOT
multi-rhythmic floral designs best-in-show, three red, and one identified Lamberth Building
Seed Blend
20 lbs. Attracts
with guidance from Sue Woo- yellow; Brownie Watkins, three Materials in White Stone as LamBUY!
20 lbs. Special blend
berth’s Building Supply.
dard and Page Carlson at their blue and three red.
cardinals, blue
of 3 quality fescues for
Also, the Record failed to
September 21 meeting. Members
Artistic designs novice were
birds, nuthatches
credit professional photographer
learned to incorporate different blue, Brothers; red, Miller.
a variety of growing
and more.
rhythms into one artistic design.
Advanced I, yellow, Anne Bill Reckert for photos of Miss
conditions.
The long hot summer did not Lewis; blue, Jenny Saam; yellow, America with Mayor Raymond
102-09901
021-42783
Booth (on the front page), with
seem to affect many horticulture Woodard.
specimens or artistic designs as
Advanced II artistic design Boys and Grils Club members
indicated by the large number of winners were Jane Denton, best- and with members seeking autographs.
blue and red ribbons awarded by in-show; and Carlson, blue.
ment be without all its sophisticated equipment? The trucks are
the largest single expense, over
$400,000 each. There are hundreds of other pieces of equipment, such as $2,500 to outfit a
firefighter, a $1,200 radio and a
$6,000 air-pack each. Funds for
all this come from the state, the

November 7 Matinee
$20 for Adults

Prepaid Reservations Required

YMCA dinner
and auction
said a success

Visit: lancasterplayers.org

Fall Sale-A-Bration

One Day Only - Saturday October 2, 2010
with Brands you trust. People who know.

Garden club makes
multi-rhythmic designs

Corrections

$6.99

Fall Lawn Food
Covers up to
15,000 sq ft.
25-0-13
102-05321

$29.99
The members of the Save the Stack Committee want to send a big
THANK YOU to the volunteers who helped make the Woodstack Summer Music
Fair a tremendous success! Without you we could not have raised over $23,000
and treated over 1,100 people to an incredible day of music and fun.
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
We also would like to thank our local businesses who helped support
The Woodstack Event:
Lilian Lumber Company
Omega Protein
Ingram Bay Contracting
Crazy Crab Restaurant
Cockrell’s Creek Seafood
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum
Jennings Boatyard
Glenn Lester Co.
Sterrett Inc.
Coldwell Banker Chesapeake Bay Properties
Buzzards Point Marina
Bobby’s Marine
Hunter Manson Attorney
Ben Hayden Hauling

Tommy Lewis Seafood
Rogers Seafood
Bank of Lancaster
Northern Neck State Bank
Bank of Essex
Chesapeake Bank
Smith Point Sea Rescue
WIGO Country 104.9
WKWI 101.7
WRAR 105.5
WNNT 100.9
Smith Gifford
Dobson & Evans, LLC, CPA’s
W.C. Lowery, Inc.

WWW.SAVETHESTACK.ORG

HOT
BUY!

Mums
8” pot

$3.99
4 Cubic Foot
Cedar Shavings

$5.99

$24.95

HOT
BUY!

Lawn Craft Spreader
75lb Hopper holds
more seed for quicker
work. 10” poly wheels
for increased maneuverability.

$24.99

Basic Chainlink
Kennel
10’ x 10’ x 6’

$199.99
Many other
in-store great deals!
While supplies last!

Door Prizes!
Light Refreshments!

Farm & Home Supply, LLC
Seeds • Feeds • Fertilizers • Farm, Garden, & Lawn Supplies

SOUTHERN 469 N. Main St., PO Box 249, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 SOUTHERN
STATES
STATES

Phone: (804) 435-3177
M-F: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm, Sat: 7:30 pm - 5 pm

Kilmarnock • Virginia 								
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Pirate holds Rotary hostage at Lee’s

The notorious pirate William
W. “Wet Willie” Walker rushed
into the September 23 meeting
of the Northern Neck Rotary
Club and held the entire club
hostage for an extended period
listening to his facetiously accurate exploits during his sailing days on the Rappahannock
River, reported club publicist
Roy Cameron.
Wet Willie was volunteered (
though he called it being “shanghaied”) to become a hand on the
good ship “Wanderin’ Hands”
which roved the area plundering
and pillaging.
As a member of a ship’s crew,
Wet Willie had to work. It seems
he spent most of his career as a
depth finder for the ship. If the
captain was afraid of shallow
water, the crew would strap a
cannon ball to his belly and tie
a rope to his leg and throw him
overboard and count the knots on
the rope as he hit bottom. Willie
said that it was bad when the
water was too deep, or too shallow.  
At the end of his “enlistment,”
he was thrown overboard and
washed up on the beaches at
Belle Isle. “I thought the ship
would return and take my bones
home for a proper burial but
it has been 350 years now and

From left are Northern Neck Rotary Club president Davis
Smith and Rappahannock River pirate William W. “Wet
Willie” Walker.

I don’t think they are coming
back,” said Wet Willie.
Willie paused for a pull on his
bottle of grog, normally watered
down rum or rummed up water,
which is in his case reclaimed
embalming fluid, said Cameron.
Then he resumed descriptions of
battles with the likes of Captain

Jack Sparrow, Edward Teach,
Captain Morgan and others. It
seems that many of the captains
of the Wanderin’ Hands were
ancestors of club members and
the current generation are their
namesakes.
Wet Willie showed the effects
of a hard life as a pirate in his

Looking for a deal
Hundreds gathered at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury last Saturday for its 26th
annual Fall Bazaar. The booth carrying used books, videos and DVDs was popular as were the
gently-used items billed as attic treasures. The bazaar also included new craft items, jewelry
and food. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Soil testing may be cost-effective
BLACKSBURG—Before
seeding and fertilizing the
lawn this fall, it’s important to
test the soil, said turfgrass specialist for Virginia Cooperative
Extension Michael Goatley Jr.
“If you haven’t tested your
soil in the last three to four
years, by all means it is the
best money spent. It’s costeffective, preventative medicine,” said Goatley.
In Virginia, late summer
to mid-fall is the best time
to establish cool-season turfgrass. Warm days and cool
nights provide ideal conditions for seed germination and
establishment of grasses such
as tall fescue Kentucky bluegrass, fine-leaf fescues and
perennial ryegrass. Sod establishment also is most favorable
this time of year, he said.
Soils in Virginia tend to be
very acidic and often need
lime to grow green, plush
grass. The first step in cor-

recting an existing lawn
problem or establishing
new grass is to test the soil,
because the tests diagnose
the soil’s fertility and pH
status, said Goatley.
Cooperative
Extension
offices, private lawn companies and some lawn and
garden centers offer home
soil tests. “No matter how
you obtain a soil test, make
sure you get it done,” said
Goatley. “You don’t want to
apply more fertilizer than you
need due to turf and water
quality issues and you want
to know why your lawn failed
in the past.”
When fertilizing a lawn,

keep all fertilizer and chemicals off paved areas such as
streets and sidewalks. When
fertilizer is properly applied to
grass, the chances of off-site
movement is minimal to none.
If any product lands on a hardscape, it often ends up in storm
water drains and pollutes our
water resources, said Goatley. Download a soil sample
information sheet from Cooperative Extension at pubs.ext.
vt.edu/452/452-125/452-125.
html.
A
step-by-step
audio
publication about soil testing is available at pubs.ext.
vt.edu/430/430-540/430-540.
html.

For a monthly community calendar visit:
www.connectrappahannock.org

dress and his physical and mental
state. He attributed his longevity
to his philosophy of being “cautiously brave” when not scared to
death.
Club president Davis Smith
at last jumped to the members’
rescue by presenting Wet Willie
with a writing instrument, said
Cameron. Willie allowed as how
he could make an X and couldn’t
read. Smith then read the four
points of the Rotary Four Way
test: Is it the truth; Is it fair to all
concerned; Will it build goodwill
and better friendships; and will it
be beneficial to all concerned?
This attacked the code of honor
of pirates and shook Willie to his
very core so he retreated to fight
another day. As he departed,
tourists in front of Lee’s Restaurant were seen trying to capture
a picture of Wet Willie with a
camera, a very difficult task to
get a picture of a ghost.
Scientists speculate that Wet
Willie’s appearance had something to do with the full moon
appearing on the autumnal equinox, said Cameron. It is rumored
that during other moon phases
during daylight that Wet Willie
may be seen impersonating park
ranger Mike Lambert at Bell Isle
State Park. A visit to the park
may result in a sighting.
The Northern Neck Rotary
Club meets at 7:30 a.m. Wednesdays at Lee’s Restaurant on Main
Street in Kilmarnock.
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Solar Shades • Blinds • Shutters

GreatWindows®
Great Prices • Great Service

804-725-1516
Hunter’s Contracting Ltd.
www.huntercontracting.com

Support The
American Legion

Wounded Warrior
Golf Tournament 3
along with

W.F. Booth & Son, Inc.
Custom Interiors

Now thru
November 2010

Purchase this traditional Kennedy Rocker
with cushions and we will make a
$50 donation per chair to the
American Legion
Wounded Warrior
Golf Tournament 3

at the Tartan • Oct. 7, 2010 • 11 am
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CommunityForum

Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac
B

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Focus on school
reform, not a new
office building

by Robert Mason Jr.

ack in April 1993, I
introduced the term
“Riverneck” right here in this
column.
I won’t deny it. My good
friend Jeff Foxworthy, whom
I’ve never met, had some influence in it.
I had been reading some of
his stuff and the “You might be
a redneck” thing was working
pretty well for him.
I decided to localize it and
came up with Riverneck, a redneck with a boat.
Foxworthy has since reached
new heights of success for a
redneck. He’s published numerous books, completed several
comedy tours, starred in his own
television shows and enjoyed
other promotional deals and
accomplishments that have
brought him great wealth.
And, I’ve moved up from
Rappahannock Record GARP
(general assignment reporter/
photographer) to editor.
Along the way, I’ve published three books: If You Think
Rock ‘n Roll Is A Fish Sandwich, You Might Be A Riverneck, If Your Spring Mating
Ritual Requires A Skiff, You
Might Be A Riverneck, and If
You Quivah Every Time They
Mispronounce River, You
Might Be A Riverneck.
I’ve got more.
You might be a Riverneck if:
• Any of your kids are named
after a fish. Hey Spot fetch me
another beer.
• Your other boat is a deadrise.
• You’d vote for Steve Keith’s
“My Deadrise, My Flies and
My Beer” to be the official
state song, or to replace the
national anthem.
• You refinanced your house
to buy another boat.
• When you’re not fishing
on a Saturday morning, you’re
searching yard sales for used
fishing equipment.
• Your kids never learned
to ride a bicycle, but they can
rebuild an outboard by age 4.
• You’ve skipped work to go
fishing.
• Your family schedules
important dates like weddings
and reunions around striper
seasons.
• You’ve ever fashioned the
woman in your life a string
bikini using fishing line and
crab shells.
• She wore it.
• Everybody on the creek
knows when your boat leaves
the dock.
• Your other boat is a duck
blind.
• Your family schedules
doctor appointments based on
tide charts.
• You save the little ones for
Christmas tree ornaments.
• You’ve fallen overboard
while fighting among family
members for the eye of a fresh
catch.
• Steve Keith was writing
about your woman when he
composed “Tidwater Pearl.”
There will be more.
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Sunset on the Rappahannock River

Photo by Shawn Valdrighi

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.

I want to clarify several
important points about the
proposed new administration
building for the Northumberland County Schools. I refer
to the September 16 article,
“Northumberland school board
authorizes study for administration office building.”
The county raised funds for
the construction of the new high
school by issuing a bond. The
construction costs were less
than expected, so some of the
proceeds from that bond issue
remain in the county account,
earning interest. The only purposes the bond offering permits
for the spending of this money
are to build additional school
facilities on the existing site, or
to pay down other county debt.
I have not heard a credible reason for building a new
building for the county school
administration. The existing
Lottsburg building is perfectly
serviceable in these difficult
economic times. It would be far
more prudent to use these funds
to pay down existing county
debt. The school administrators
can make the sacrifice of a fiveminute drive from Lottsburg to

A dog named Hans Von Saarbrucken
by George Moore, MD
Undoubtedly, you have guessed
that the dog so named must be a
German shepherd. Perhaps, you
did not know Hans was famous
for helping create the first guide
dog school in the United States in
1929 named “The Seeing Eye.”
The school was in Morristown, N.J., not far from where I
was raised. As a boy, I remember
the fascination that I had with the
school that trained dogs to serve
the blind. I shall never forget
seeing a blind man being led by
a German shepherd down a busy
sidewalk, waiting at an intersection for the traffic light to change,
and then crossing safely. Even the
curbs were navigated without a
stumble. The memory continues
and I share this story with you to
relive the event.
During the First World War,
the German army relied heavily
on the use of German shepherds
as ambulance and messenger
dogs. As many as 25,000 dogs
were used. These dogs were ideally suited for this type of work,
with well-known traits such as
trainability, loyalty, intelligence,
strength and endurance.
Also during World War I, many
German soldiers were returning from the battlefield blinded.
By April 1915, the number of
blind soldiers was said to be
300. Dr. Gerhard Stalling was
a doctor at a veteran’s hospital
and one day, he left his German
shepherd with one of is patients.
When he returned he noticed that
his dog seemed to be helping a
blind veteran. The doctor was so
impressed that he became interested in training German shep-

herds to serve as guides, and in
1916, he opened the world’s first
guide dog school at Oldenburg,
Germany.
Ten more schools soon followed and by 1927, an estimated
4,000 Germans were using guide
dogs. Lack of funding after the
war forced some of the schools
to close their doors, but the
school at Potsdam proved very
successful, survived and became
a major influence in establishing
the first guide dog school in the
U.S. in the late 1920s.
In America, a couple named
George and Dorothy Eustis
owned a German shepherd,
which they named Hans von
Saarbrucken. The dog had been
purchased in Germany in 1914.
Dorothy thus had the opportunity to observe Hans for nearly
10 years and wondered why this
particular dog was so intelligent
and quick to learn, but also had
such a nice disposition. She wondered if formalized training and
selective breeding could further
develop some of the dog’s traits.
In 1923, the couple decided to
leave the U.S. and start an experimental training center at their
second home near Vevey, Switzerland. By the time the program
ended, more than 750 puppies
and dogs had come under study
and development in this effort to
breed teachable animals. Their
program was later named “Fortunate Fields.”
The couple had traveled to
farms in Switzerland and Germany to look for desirable dogs
and brought them back for training and breeding. They were able
to produce a German shepherd
with all the qualities of loyalty,

affection, devotion, and temperament necessary to be effective in
aiding people. On a chance visit
to the guide dog training center in
Potsdam, George Eustis observed
the dogs guiding blind war veterans. He notified his wife and after
watching the dogs work, she was
amazed at what she had seen.
She had finally found an occupation worthy of the qualities of her
own German shepherd, Hans,
and she felt there was no greater
service a dog could render.
She felt that others should
know of this discovery in Potsdam. She published her first article in the November 27, 1927,
Saturday Evening Post. The essay
titled “The Seeing Eye” eventually became famous. With the
help of a 20-year-old blind man
named Morris Frank, Dorothy
Eustis opened a dog guide school
in Nashville, Tenn., in 1929.
Dorothy was president and
Morris served as managing
director. In 1931, the headquarters of The Seeing Eye moved to
Morristown.
In 1942, the board of trustees
issued a resolution stating that
they would provide Seeing Eye
dog guides for eligible veterans
who had lost their sight in the
line of duty, giving these veterans
priority over all other applicants
for guide dogs. By 1946, the
Seeing Eye had supplied close to
a thousand blind Americans with
working dogs; 163 of these were
for veterans.
Guide dog schools multiplied
in the 1940s with 27 schools
in the nation, but under new
rigid federal and state licensing requirements in 1947, most
schools disappeared. During

World War II, about 1,400 U.S.
veterans had been blinded with
service-incurred
disabilities.
President Harry S Truman met
the need by transferring the dog
guide program from the Army to
the Veterans Administration.
Today, there are approximately
10,000 active guide dog teams
in our nation, with more than a
dozen schools providing guide
dog services to blind civilians
and veterans. The cost of raising a guide dog by the guide dog
schools is very high, so much
effort goes into making sure that
program will be successful once
they graduate. Time away from
home for a blind person can be
a significant concern as training
with a guide dog typically lasts
four weeks. Guide dog schools
continue to meet their close partnership with blinded veterans, by
providing training and dogs at
virtually no cost to veterans.
The use of guide dogs persists
as a viable option for our many
blind and the German shepherds
continue to astound us with their
extraordinary ability to serve as
eyes for blind humans. Indeed,
this is a miracle worth remembering, thanks to Hans von Saarbrucken and his many cousins.
Editors Note: Although Dr.
George Moore’s last submission
for “A Doctor Speaks,” appeared
in the August 5, 2010, Rappahannock Record, he continued to
submit entertaining and informative articles, including this one.
Dr. Moore died September 11,
2010. The Record’s pages were
enhanced by his penmanship and
the community benefitted from
his contributions on “Preventive
Medicine.”

Excerpts
T

he year was 1952. Harry S Truman was
President of the United States. John S.
Battle was Governor of Virginia. Harry F. Byrd
Sr. and A. Willis Robertson were the United
States Senators from Virginia. Howard W.
Smith was our Representative in those days
when we were part of the Eighth Congressional District.
That was also the year that Edward J. Davis
accepted appointment as a member of the Kilmarnock Zoning Commission. Thus began the
half-century of Edward J.’s service to this town
that he loved so dearly and worked for so faithfully. Six years later he won election to the
Town Council, and 20 years thereafter in 1978
he won the mayoralty, commencing a tenure of
24 years, the longest of any mayor since the
town’s incorporation in 1930.
A corporation is a legal person, whether it be
a business, a foundation or a political entity. In
17th-century England when the movement to
incorporate towns began to spread, the reasons
were both political and religious, but the result
was that they assumed a personal identity. Here
in Kilmarnock with incorporation, the village
that had existed for nearly two centuries took
on new identity as a legal person. Edward J.
understood the role that a town played, and he
saw himself as the town’s handmaiden, ready
at any moment to step up and serve its needs.
For Edward J., the person-hood of Kilmarnock found expression in the elderly person

the new school to improve our
county finances.
I did not appreciate Mr. Scripture’s remark about proceeding full speed ahead and not to
worry about the torpedoes. Mr.
Scripture is not the financial
decision maker. Nor, apparently, does he have the public’s
best financial interests on his
agenda. I expect to be informed
in advance about any meetings
of the county or school administration regarding the disposition
of the remaining funds from the
school bond offering.
I was also unimpressed by
Mr. Stable’s remarks about the
credit recovery plan. He needs
to focus on achieving Annual
Yearly Progress (AYP) goals.
Reaching this goal would have a
large and positive financial benefit for Northumberland County
schools. Credit recovery has
none.
The world is full of people
who say they are going to do
something great. The only
school administrative “achievement” I have seen in the last 10
years is the perpetuation of a
very dysfunctional high school.
The school administration needs
to focus on real educational and
organizational reform, not a
shiny new building.

Bill McCrosky,
Heathsville

Calendar confusion
The September 23 edition of
the Record contains an error in
its Praise in the Park coverage.
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish
New Year, began at sundown,
September 8, 2010, and concluded at sundown, September
10. Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement, began at sundown,
September 17, 2010, and concluded at sundown, September 18. Yom Kippur’s Holiness
was enhanced this year since
it fell on the Sabbath. Praise
in the Park occurred near Yom
Kippur.

Norman S. Siegel,
Kilmarnock

When does life begin?
Jon Cohen, an established,
award-winning science writer
in his recent book, Almost
Chimpanzee, states that humans
miscarry almost 50 percent of
all conceptions. Since there
are currently about four million live births in the U.S. each
year, that means that some four
million zygotes, embryos, or
fetuses fail to reach viability
and are miscarried or spontaneously aborted annually in this
country alone.
Sen. John McCain has often
and openly stated human life
begins at the moment of conception and this belief has been
espoused by millions of his
supporters. Are they not then
guilty of neglect (or worse)
in not ensuring that a Christian/Jewish/Muslim burial be
afforded to these four million
unborn “lives”   ?

Richard Graffy,
Lancaster

Submit Letters to
editor@RRecord.com

by Henry Lane Hull
needing assistance, the young needing direc- to Kilmarnock, Scotland, where I received
tion, the tourist needing a welcome, and the a wonderful welcome from the Council and
needy seeking help. For each of them he always Provost, I told Edward J. that I hoped while he
was there, and especially for his beloved Vol- was mayor he and Peggy would pay an offiunteer Fire Department that he diligently cial visit to our sister town. He listened in his
served for decades, and appropriately in which usual polite manner as I mentioned receiving
uniform he now has gone to his final resting the official necktie that I wore this week to his
place.
funeral and the other items that the town elders
Public
service
had presented me
was not a new role
as well as the meal
for him. As a young
they had served. I
Edward
J.
was
dedicated.
Duty
man not yet of sufficoncluded by saying
cient age to vote, he
that if they did that
was important to him. Being
had shipped out to
much for me, they
present was vital. He neither
serve his country in
would be overjoyed
Europe in the midst
to welcome our
sought nor wanted honors or
of the Second World
mayor and mayorWar. In the most
ess. He replied in his
prominence. The personal satisdifficult conflict of
typically gentle way,
that war, the Battle
“You think so?”
faction of knowing he had done
of the Bulge, he
I suppose I actuhis best was all he required.
received the Bronze
ally did not think
Star for valor. He
he would go for the
was always availsimple reason that
able and ready to do his part. He never flinched, such a trip would have meant being away from
and never doubted. He wanted to serve in his this town at a time when he might be needed.
humble and self-effacing manner, not seeking
Edward J. was dedicated. Duty was imporrewards or glory, but only the satisfaction that tant to him. Being present was vital. He neither
he had done his best. Under his aegis the town sought nor wanted honors or prominence. The
of Kilmarnock prospered abundantly, and he personal satisfaction of knowing he had done
stood fast as its most enthusiastic booster.
his best was all he required. His own presIn 1989 upon returning home from a visit ence was distinct. He did not appear in public

without his suit or sport jacket, necktie, and
trademark hat. He wanted to be prepared, to be
ready to answer any call.
Nothing bespoke his modesty more than the
manner in which he retired. He gave no press
conference, issued no statement, stood for no
interview. He simply did not file papers for
re-election. The headline story in the Rappahannock Record came from the paper having
confirmed his non-filing with the Electoral
Board.
Lastly, one cannot speak of Edward J.’s service without mentioning his devoted spouse
and soul mate these past 64 years, our beloved
Mayoress, Peggy. How much pride the town of
Kilmarnock could take in her tireless service
by Edward J.s side, the two of them putting
forth the best of what any town could hope to
represent.
Throughout this column I repeatedly have
used the words “serve” or “service,” not to be
redundant, but because those are the words
that epitomize Edward J. and Peggy. Now that
this good man who adored the Lord his God,
loved his family, community and country, and
labored in the vineyard for so many decades
in caring for others, has gone to his heavenly
reward, the most telling comment one can
make is to repeat the biblical salutation, “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant.”
Edward Jefferson Davis Sr., June 29, 1924 –
September 23, 2010, R.I.P.
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Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Define conservative money management
Every now and then I get
confused. Why is it that we
park on driveways and drive
on parkways? How is it that
the middle of the road is the
place where you are most
likely to get hit? And, the
ultimate question, is it more
conservative to hoard the
money you have, creating a
shortfall now but adequate
resources later, or is it more
prudent to spend available
money now and risk a later
shortfall?
After the dust of the dueling press releases settles,
this is the core question that
comes out of Gov. McDon-

nell’s recent audit of VDOT.
In case you hadn’t heard, the
audit found $877 million of
unspent funds from the past
two fiscal years.
Speaking about the audit,
Gov. McDonnell stated,
“Money has been sitting in
the state’s wallet while Virginians have been sitting in
traffic. We must demand
better stewardship and utilization of existing funds.”
[emphasis added].
So, Gov. McDonnell comes
across as a conservative.
Then former-Gov. Kaine
sent out a statement saying
“VDOT reforms enacted by

the General Assembly were
meant to yield exactly these
results, and, as intended,
the available cash has been
budgeted to a maintenance
or construction project. In
2002, there were $687 million
in project deficits and about
10,500 VDOT employees.
Today, there is a substantial
cash balance and fewer than
7,000 VDOT employees.”
So, now, former-Gov.
Kaine comes across as the
conservative.
It wasn’t as if the money
was exactly hiding under the
floor mats of those orange
VDOT trucks.
Indeed,
McDonnell’s audit frees up
$200 million of the unspent

funds by reducing VDOT’s
cash reserve from 5.5 months
to 60 days. That is less than
this year’s snow removal
budget.
An additional $100 million
that is freed is technically
obligated to localities for
funding projects at the local
level, i.e. secondary road
projects.
Essentially, this
was the “lay-away” fund for
some local roads.
Another
recommendation? Eliminate the $525
million revenue reserve fund
to “better leverage existing
resources” and “accelerate
the planning of projects.” In
May, VDOT’s chief financial
officer stated that the fund

was “to prevent us from over
programming federal dollars
during the uncertainty of the
economy” and recommended
drawing the fund down to its
current levels due to certain
federal actions.
So, I am left flummoxed.
About 10 years ago, when
VDOT was deficit spending
(at one point there were 20
years worth of projects on the
six-year plan), the corrective
strategy was to be prudent,
go slow and pay as you go.
Now that VDOT has built
a comfortable cushion of
cash reserves, it is now represented that the strategy for
better cash management is to
“accelerate the planning of

projects.”
A benefit of the former
strategy is that we get very
good bond ratings, saving
taxpayer dollars as we did
this past spring for our transportation bonds. A benefit of
the latter strategy is that we
get every tax dollar out the
door quickly.
In truth, the best strategy
is somewhere in the middle,
but don’t forget, that’s where
you are more likely to get hit
from a political standpoint.
Regardless, unless we
figure something out, people
in traffic-clogged northern
Virginia and Hampton Roads
will continue to park on parkways.

YESTERYEAR IN LANCASTER COUNTY
(Reprints from the September 30,
1910, issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Irvington

Mrs. Arthur P. Messick came over
from Fleeton Sunday to spend a while
with relatives.
Miss Stella Robertson of lower
Lancaster, is visiting her cousin, Miss
Norma Bussells.
Sixteen sweet potatoes, weighing
19 pounds were gotten out of one
potato hill in Dr. Newbill’s patch.
Miss Pauline C. Long left yesterday to study music this session at the
Peabody Institute, Baltimore.
Mrs. R. H. Hudson and two chil-

dren are visiting relatives and friends
in upper Northumberland County.
Miss Alice Croxton left Saturday
night for Indian Creek near Norfolk,
to teach this session in private family.
Pollard Bussells of Kilmarnock is
spending this week with his grandmother, Mrs. Sarah Anne Bussells.
Prof. H. W. Rinker, of Leesburg, Va.,
arrived Monday night and will open
the High School here next Monday.
A fine young cow belonging to
Capt. J. E. Bussells entangled herself in a rope with which she was tied
Tuesday and broke her neck.
A party of young people, chapter-

oned by Mrs. J. E. Bussells, made the
trip to Urbanna and return on mail
steamer “Mary” Tuesday.

White Stone

Rev. Jas Kirk recently visited his
brother, Dr. W. M. Kirk, and preached
at the Baptist Church here to the
delight of his many friends.
Mrs. M. Q. Anderson left Sunday
night for Richmond to spend the fall
and winter with her son, Prof. D. E.
Anderson. Mrs. Anderson has been
here at Irvington since early summer.
David R. James Jr., and George W.
Sanders were in Baltimore this week
selecting fall stock of merchandise.

The Parsonage Aid Society will
meet Thursday of next week at the
Parsonage at Irvington. Dinner committee named elsewhere.
C. N. Lawson and Miss Margaret
Hathaway have catered upon school
duties in Richmond city.

Bertrand

Capt. T. I. Ratcliffe is in Fredericksburg with a load of oysters.
Emmett Calhoun is visiting his
parental home in Fredericksburg.
Messrs. Thomas and Luther Berry
are here this week from Gloucester.
Misses Fannie Towles and Laura
Connellee were guests of Mrs. T. I.

Ratcliffe Monday.
Miss Jennie Barlett was the guest
of her sister, Mrs. Smith, Saturday
and Sunday at Myers Creek.
Mrs. George H. Steuart was the
guest of Mrs. Laura Sanford Thursday of last week.
A mission meeting will be held at
Emanuel Chapel next week, beginning Sunday morning at eleven
o’clock. Services will be conducted
by Rev. Darber, of Fredericksburg,
and Rev. Combs of Lancaster.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd,
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

No discharge zone issue continues to stir up Boaters for Clean Water
The Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ)
will hold a required stakeholder hearing on the issue of
petitioning the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) for
a Federal Designation of certain Northern Neck Creeks as
No Discharge Zones (NDZ) at

6 p.m. Tuesday, October 5, at
the Richmond County courthouse in Warsaw.
According to Boaters for
Clean Waters (BCW) spokesman David Bresett, the NDZ
designation is the beginning
of an attempt to declare all
tidal creeks of the Northern

Neck NDZs.
BCW disagrees with targeting Virginia boaters and
the DEQ data, as currently
submitted in their draft application to the EPA, to justify
their request for the NDZ
designation, said Bresett.
The DEQ is targeting only

YOUR LETTERS
Support Wittman

East and at the same time lowered taxes for the richest. The
Republicans got us into this
financial crisis leaving many
Americans out of work and in
despair. Do we need more of
this?
I have yet to figure out what
the Republicans have for couples making less than $250,000
a year. Democrats would keep
tax breaks for those people, but
not for the well tended two percent.
This is not about deficits. It
is about doing away with the
American Dream, keeping the
money flowing upward and
the government stalled so it
cannot provide services. Our
country is a wonderful place to
live because we have a growing
middle class.
We must make our government work, not dismantle it.
Programs like Social Security
and Medicare have helped
the middle class. Think where
many would be now if Social
Security had been privatized
and Medicare had not existed
during this recession.
Do we want a country with
a large underclass, more homeless, more incarcerated, more
poorly educated and more
police to keep order while the
wealthiest are taking an ever
increasing share of the pie?
Or do we want to rekindle
the dream of a better life for
all Americans? We have a clear
choice this year.

catch crabs. This is our only
good market month for crabbing in this area. We were in 22
feet of water and well within
the boundaries of the sanctuary—which usually does not
start until June. Our citations
were dismissed in local court,
but we still had a severe loss
of income.
We are told we are not
entitled to printed regulations
or notification of regulatory
changes due to lack of financial resources at VMRC. We
pay our registration fees and
licensing fees every year, just
as the crabbers in the lower
bay region.
They were allowed their
spring crabbing due to the
temperature warming gradient
of the bay. Regulations need
to be established fairly for all
watermen. In our area the bay
depth of the sanctuary comes
into 9 feet of water instead of
the 30-foot established sanctuary depth.
We appeal to cøncerned citizens and all local watermen
to support us on November
23. Our local watermen are
hard working Christian men
and women. We abide by constantly changing laws and are
good stewards of the bay and
local waters.
We took a big financial hit in
2002 when VIMS erroneously
came into 8 feet of water in
our area instead of the 30-foot
bottom depth for controlling
the sanctuary.
It took us six weeks and an
emergency call meeting of
VMRC to correct the error.
Now, the local watermen and
the economic welfare of our
counties and families took a
severe monetary loss in some
bad economic times.
A Bay Sanctuary law was
made by VMRC in April
2008, not enforced in 2009,
and never communicated to
the watermen until citations
and crabbing prohibitions
appeared this May.
For more information, contact Rob O’Reilly, Jack Travelstead or Steve Bowman of
VMRC, 757-247-2200; Carter
Fox, 453-3714, our local commission member.
Thank you for your support
and prayers.

Virginia’s first Congressional District is fortunate to have
Rob Wittman of Westmoreland
County as its Representative in
Congress.
After winning a special election to replace the late beloved
Jo Ann Davis, Wittman is serving his first full term in Washington. A member of the House
Armed Services and Natural
Resources committees, Wittman is well-placed to work
with the district’s two main
interests, the Chesapeake Bay
and the defense community
in the Norfolk-Newport News
area.
He is being challenged in
2010 by a previously unknown
Democrat who has pledged
to support Nancy Pelosi and
Barack Obama, whose policies
have done so much damage to
people of this district.
That Democratic nominee,
Krystal Ball, has filled First
District mailboxes with misleading attacks on Wittman,
mailings financed largely by
people outside of Virginia
with no connection to the First
District and sent on a postage
permit from Merrifield, in the
Washington, D.C., suburbs.
Also misleading is her
claim that she is “a 27-yearold woman from a family with
a sub-$100,000 net worth.”
While she filed a financial
statement showing her with
Mary Lay,
little resources, she recently
Kilmarnock
had to admit that she held stock
options worth between $1 and
$5 million, just a small decep- Restore spring
tion.
crabbing rights
I am supporting Wittman, a
At noon November 23, the
fresh and honest face in the
watermen
of this area will
nation’s Capital
Gordon E. White, appear before the Virginia
Deltaville Resources Commission at
2600 Washington Avenue in
Newport News.
We have a
We will ask the commisclear choice
sion to restore spring crabAll this talk about how bing rights for this area. We
the Republicans are going to will request the month of May
reduce the debt without more back, the return of the 30-foot
tax money is political non- bottom contour previously
sense. It is effective political established for the bay crabrhetoric at election time. The bing sanctuary, and a return
pledge makes no serious effort of Smith Point Light to our
to show how their voodoo eco- established boundaries for the
nomics work to lower the defi- sanctuary.
Without notice, in May of
cit. It is really a ploy to enlist
angry voters and keep tax this year local watermen were
Orrie and Cynthia Smith,
breaks for the top two percent given citations and prevented
Reedville
from crabbing in their spring
of Americans forever.
The Bush Administration crabbing grounds. Bay tem- Submit Letters to
got us into a war that opened peratures had just warmed editor@RRecord.com
Pandora’s box in the Middle enough in this region for us to

boaters as polluters of tidal
creeks, Bresett said. The
DEQ also advocates an erroneous position that the use of
locked boat holding tanks and
onshore pump-out stations is
superior to the use of government certified and approved
onboard Marine Sanitation
Devices (MSDs) which treat
sewage prior to discharge
overboard. MSDs take out
99.99 percent of all relevant
bacterial pollution from boat
discharges, he said.
BCW does not support one
method alone, but advocates
that boaters be able to use
systems that work best for
the local environment based
on their circumstances, he
repeated. Not all boats are
equipped alike. In many
circumstances, use of an
installed certified onboard
treatment device is the best
and perhaps only available
method that is environmentally correct, he said.
Boaters are environmen-

talists who want to do more,
not less, to promote the betterment of the clean water
they operate in, said Bresett.
Boaters advocate using all
technology at their disposal,
while DEQ is positioning
itself to disallow use of a
scientifically-based pro-environment technology.
Electro-Scan, designed by
Raritan Engineering, is an
example of an onboard treatment device that produces an
effluent that is 99.9 percent
free of pathogen indicators
such as coliform bacteria and
it has no relevant amount of
nutrient discharge, claims
Bresett.
He said the current DEQ
draft petition to the EPA,
attempting to declare Lancaster and Farnham creeks in
Richmond County as NDZs,
are in the Rappahannock
River watershed, is the “first
shot across the bow” for Virginia boaters. The expressed
DEQ goal is to have all tidal

Virginia waters declared
NDZs ”as soon as practicable,” according to Bresett.
The BCW petition says the
DEQ has not addressed other
sources of pollution in these
creeks.
The clock is ticking, Bresett said. Responsible boaters who want cleaner water
without undue governmental
restrictions and regulations
should attend the October
5 hearing and make their
thoughts known. All attendees will have an opportunity
to speak. Silence will be
taken for agreement, he said.
The boating advocacy organization, BoatUS, recently
emailed questionnaires to
all members who live in
Lancaster, Northumberland,
Westmorland and Richmond
counties. Members in the
area who did not receive
a BoatUS questionnaire,
can email BCW at boatersforcleanwater@hotmail.com
to receive one.

FALL
Sweaters, Vests, Trousers, Jackets
Jeans, Flax, Travel Wear

Ladies Apparel

Casual, Resort & Special Occasion
Jewelry & Accessories
24 W. Church St. • Kilmarnock, VA
435-2200 • Mon.-Sat. 10-5

Join us October 10th for a weekend visit day.
Contact us at admit@sms.org
to reserve your space.

At St. Margaret’s

learning takes place beyond the
classroom. Every day.

Tappahannock, VA ! www.sms.org
Girls Boarding and Day, Grades 8-12
(804) 443-3357

Weekend visit days

include a campus tour,
lunch in our historic
St. Margaret’s Hall
and interviews by
appointment.
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YOUR LETTERS
Revisiting
‘Mein Kampf ’
A couple of weeks ago,
while in Innsbruck, Austria, a
young Swedish student asked
our group what we thought of
Obama. One person’s assessment was that he dethroned
Carter as the worst president
in our lifetime. Right away,
another defended him saying
that he was doing the best job
that he could, and then started
to rebuke the other person for
criticizing our president outside the USA.
People are often blinded by
their strong opinions and so
biased that their ramblings
can become ludicrous.
That brings me to the absurdities spewed in the September 16 edition of the Rappahannock Record in which
two dedicated public servants
(Dick Army and Newt Gingrich) were juxtaposed for
Hitler.
Adolph Hitler, a charismatic
figure, came to power during
a sharp economic decline in
Germany and, while advocating hope and change, was
successful in winning the
election.
It would be just as illogical
to draw a parallel with Barack
Obama winning the election
in 2008. I would not dream of
taking seriously such a specious argument anymore than
juxtaposing two distinguished
Americans for Hitler.
By the way, while in Germany, we also visited the
beautiful Eagle’s Nest, Hitler’s mountaintop retreat and,
to put history in perspective,
we later went to Dachau to
view its appalling concentration camp.

Maurice Piller,
White Stone

The real dilemma
A letter in last week’s Record
presents a perfect microcosm
for the dilemma facing President Obama and the party in
power. The writer tells us “Big
corporations have one aim in
mind: to be left alone to fleece
us all.”
There you have it.
In one sentence IBM, J&J,
Exxon Mobile and JP Morgan
are all crooks sans ethics and
bent on fraud and deception.
The declaration is complete
and all encompassing–not
“some” or “many,” but every
cotton-picking one of them.
From the sound bytes on
mainstream TV, you’d be
inclined to be sympathetic with
that view. After all, how many
times have we heard about
the evils of big banks, big oil,
big pharma, and big insurance
from Obama, Reid, Pelosi and
Durbin. Given that backdrop,
should it surprise you that corporate chief executive officers
and their boards are hesitant to
invest in plant and equipment
or expand operations or (gasp)
actually hire people in such a
hostile political environment?
There is the dilemma.
Democrats everywhere excoriate corporations ad nauseum,
and yet it is these same corporations that employ 80 percent
of the country’s workers. You
get the feeling that Prseident
Obama must be starting to
figure it out because at the 11th
hour, he is talking about an
investment tax credit.
He knows corporate America
is sitting on $2 trillion in cash
because it doesn’t know what
the rules are, and faces hostility
from the ruling party. He also
knows that the fortune of his
party is tied to the unemployment rate which is firmly stuck
at about 9 percent.
So it comes down to this and
I quote, “You cannot redistribute wealth you never created.
You cannot be pro jobs and
anti-business at the same time.
You cannot love employment
and hate employers.”
Who said it?
The late Paul Tsongas at the
1992 Democratic Convention,
a deceased, prominent, Uh,
Democrat??
Norman Smith
Weems

Coverage lacking
Your coverage of last week’s
Northern Neck Antique Auto
Show was good except for one
thing. Nine photos of Miss
America and not one of Miss
Wheelchair of Virginia Nikki
Swann, who gave a speech and
sold tickets for the event.

Charlotte R. Wille,
Kilmarnock

The Northern Neck
- Heaven on Earth
South of the Potomac
To the Chesapeake Bay,
Lies a lovely land
Pleasant and gay.
From the sandy shores
To the natural preserve,
It’s surely a place of
beauty to observe.
There are blue crabs, oysters
And tasty ham,
Dogwoods, vineyards
And blackberry jam.
Birthplace of Washington
And Robert E. Lee,
Discovering its past
Is the secret key.
History echoes from
Beneath the sand,
And the steamboat landings
That once dotted the land.
Skipjacks, deadrises
And buyboats still last,
Whispering a story
Of our maritime past.
The roots of its people
Are strong and deep,
Traditions are shared
To cherish and keep.
It’s heaven on earth
A great place to rest,
The Northern Neck
Is simply the best!
If you enjoyed this poem,
you will find a copy of it in
the new Wicomico United
Methodist Church cookbook
called Northern Neck Community Favorites.
Ruth Ann Sands
Wicomico Church

School performance,
Twinkies, and a
good work ethic
In a recent front-page article
regarding Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) statistics for students
in Lancaster County, assistant
superintendent Merle Stables
explains that a key element in
making improvements to the AYP
numbers is the need for parents
to understand the importance of
getting their children to attend
school.
I appreciate her candor in
making this essential point, which,
in my opinion, is made all too
infrequently. Three issues come to
mind:
• Her observation points to the
larger context of a student’s having
a good work ethic as it promotes
academic success. Assuming, for a
moment, a parent can require, via
various pokes and prods, that an
amotivational child attend school,
students can “non-attend” school
via inattention while seated in the
classroom—sometimes disruptively.
• Given our culture of broadbased assistance, a student may
sense that they will not pay a
price for non-attending. Wellintentioned but misguided welfare
programs provide the extra things
(i.e., “the Twinkies”) that were
once linked to productive employment. An amotivational student
may come to recognize that mom
can get a rotisserie chicken, a tub
of potato salad, a box of doughnuts, and a case of Cokes with a
swipe of the food stamp Cardinal
Card. This student may conclude
that education and hard work are
somewhat unimportant.
• This same student may become
robustly motivational if it appears
that it is in their best interest to
take school seriously regardless of
what parents say, and access to the
things of life the student desires
hang in the balance. At this point,
parental cooperation becomes less
essential to school attendance—
especially for the older student.
This is a good thing.
In our attempts to re-establish
connections among money, work,
academic success, and access to
“the Twinkies” of life, a small
step in the right direction would
be to modify the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program so
this program continues to cover a
short list of anti-hunger items but
not include deli items, desserts,
potato chips, cookies, cakes, soft
drinks, and anything that contains
sugar. The purchase of these items
would require the exchange of
“work certificates” (i.e. currency)
for the desired items at checkout.
In the mind of the impressionable young person, the change I
suggest would tend to re-establish
links among the pleasures of life,
the value of a job, the worth of an
education, and the importance of
having marketable job skills. A student who contemplates dropping
out of school would benefit from
hearing a parent explain (perhaps
in the grocery) that leaving school
was a big mistake, and the family
can’t afford those cookies and that
soda. It’s a start.

No exception
for Bluff Point
The Northumberland Board
of Supervisors will meet at 5
p.m., Monday, October 4, at the
County Courthouse to discuss
conditions related to the request
for a “special exception” that
would allow a Planned Unit
Development on Bluff Point.
The question county residents should ask the supervisors before the session is,
“Why are the supervisors even
considering conditions for a
special exception rather than
just turning it down?”
The proposed development
is nearly the size of Kilmarnock. The majority of the
construction would be on lowlying land, generally unsuited
for development and currently
zoned for limited development
and conservation. Why should
the board develop conditions
for a special exception that
bypasses the established zoning
provisions and undermines the
county comprehensive plan?
Why grant a special exception that is inconsistent with
prior, appropriate, action by the
board of supervisors regarding
the Girl Scout tract (“Camp
Kitty”) and the 288-unit development proposed on Bluff
Point Road?
The reason stated in the
public hearings is the lure of
jobs. But does anyone who
lives in this area, where marinas are half empty and incomplete developments stand as
monuments to irrational optimism, believe that giving away
a special exception will bring
well being, jobs and prosperity
to the residents? Adding further
to the construction backlog will
certainly not draw jobs in the
near term. What about fairness
to current property owners and
developers who did and must
live by the rules? And what
about the long-term?
Northumberland is not alone
in experiencing a recession.
Why should our supervisors
sponsor a race to the bottom,
throwing out the rules and regulations in a near-term quest
for jobs that are not likely to
materialize any time soon?
A precedent that destroys our
standards will leave us vulnerable to any future foolish
development that cites it, and
will open us to revival of previously disapproved developments. When, as we all hope,
the economy improves and
people look to an area that has
prudently protected its quality
of life, they will value what we
have and can come in harmony
with the rules, regulations and
provisions. Let’s live by the
rules, not special exceptions.
Northumberland County residents, regardless of whether
they live near Bluff Point,
should urge the supervisors to
say “no” to this request for a
special exception.

Ben Stilmar,
Kilmarnock

Tavern • B&B • Events • Catering

462-0080

Saturday, October 9, 2010 • 3pm-9pm

Special Guest Musical Performance by: Robbin Thompson
Show time starts at 6:30pm
Purchase concert tickets through Oct. 8th at Lancaster Tavern,
Chesapeake Bank in Kilmarnock or Lively, Kilmarnock Lettering Company, Bay FM Radio Station, or online @ www.LancasterTavern.com
$25 advance ticket purchase or $35 at the gate (children 6 & under admitted free)
Proceeds to benefit Lancaster County Volunteer Fire Departments and Rescue Squad

Includes Tavern Fare, Wine Tasting, Local Art, Children’s Games, DJ and
Special Evening Performance
Bring your own chair! Volunteers needed. Please contact Tina at 539-6384
Inclement weather location: ULVFD Pavilion

Maintenance-free living means
more time for friends.
At Magnolia Manor, we know that caring for an aging family
member can be overwhelming. Our family is here to help make life
easier for you, while providing outstanding care for your loved one.
We provide 24-hour staffing, medication assistance, three daily meals,
housekeeping and laundry services, scheduled transportation and
personal care assistance. All this adds up to a longer, healthier
retirement for your family member, and more time for you
to enjoy with them. Call today!

Magnolia Manor
Assisted Living
Located at
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20 Delfae Drive (on Richmond Hwy), Warsaw (804) 313-2500
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Stratford Hall
2010 Calendar of Events
OctOber 2 nd

Music of the Stratford Lees

OctOber 9 th

Psychic Time Travel

OctOber 22 nd -24th
OctOber 30 th
nOvember 25 th
december 7 th
december 11 th

Cultural Landscape Symposium
Historical Haunts
Thanksgiving Dinner at Stratford Hall
Colonial Decoration Workshop
Christmas at Stratford Hall

Want to knoW moRe about t H eSe e VentS? ViSit ou R WebSit e at:

www.stratfordhall.org

Click on the “Visit” link at the top of our Home Page.
Then select “Events & Programs” on the left-hand side for more details.

483 Great House Road • Stratford, Virginia • (804) 493-8038
Located on Route 214 of f Route 3 in Westmoreland County

Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone
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