
Band is back
at school

The trumpets sounded 
and the flutists fingers 
danced earlier this week 
as Lancaster High School’s 
Red Devil Marching Band 
began practice for the 
2010-11 academic session. 
With the opening of school 
three weeks away, LHS 
is a busy place with band 
and sports practices daily. 
Freshmen band practice 
is being held Monday 
through Thursday from 
8 to 10 a.m. and the full 
band will report August 23. 
The Red Devils Marching 
Band makes its debut  
September 4 at the Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department Firemen’s 
Festival. Photos by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi 
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WARSAW—Two marijuana fields 
containing more than 14,000 plants 
with a street value of $44 million 
were discovered last week in Rich-
mond County. According to law 
enforcement officials, the growing 
operations could have ties to a Mexi-
can drug cartel with operations in 
Mexico, Texas and California. 

Acting on a tip, law enforcement 
personnel from four counties in the 
Northern Neck and several agencies 
including the FBI and Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA) last 
Friday seized 6,138 marijuana plants 
with a street value of $19 million. 
The growing operation was located 
in a wooded area off China Hill Road 
in Warsaw. 

Lancaster Sheriff ’s investigators 
provided information on a second 
growing operation in Farnham. A 
National Guard helicopter confirmed 
the location and on Saturday the team 
raided a wooded area on Conley 
Pond Road and seized another 8,239 
marijuana plants with a street value 
of $25 million.

During a press conference Monday, 
Richmond County Sheriff Douglas 
Bryant said deputies conducting sur-
veillance on the first tract in advance 
of the raid observed two Hispanic 
men tending the plants. The men 
were living in a tent on the property 
and were using a primitive irrigation 
system to capture rainwater in holes 
lined with canvas to siphon the water 
by hoses to the plants. 

When deputies approached, the 
men fled. Officers captured one sub-
ject, Jamie Ramirez-Duarte, 23, who 
they determined was in the country 
illegally. He is charged with the man-
ufacture of more than five pounds of 
marijuana, a felony with a penalty of 
5 to 30 years in prison, and remains 
in Northern Neck Regional Jail 
pending a court appearance August 
20, according to Bryant. The other 
man got away.

No one was seen at the second 
location.

Ramirez-Duarte claimed the 
Mexican drug gang, Los Zetas, 
threatened to execute his family if 
he did not tend the marijuana plants. 
According to DEA group supervisor 

HEATHSVILLE—The proposed 
Bluff Point planned unit development 
was discussed at the Northumberland 
board of supervisors meeting August 
12, in advance of an upcoming public 
hearing.

Anticipating a large turnout, county 
officials scheduled the hearing at 7 
p.m. August 26 in the Northumberland 
High School auditorium in Claraville.

Following a review of the proposed 
development application and preview 
of recent additions or amendments, 
supervisor Tommy Tomlin introduced 
two motions for board consideration.

The first, adopted by a unanimous 
5-0 board vote, will allow the public to 
comment on the development’s trans-
portation study and a recent change in 
its water source from the middle to the 
upper Potomac aquifer. The notice for 
the hearing only offered a chance to 
speak on already published suggested 
conditions for the development to 
receive a special exceptions permit.

Board chairman Ronnie Jett, vice 
chairman Richard Haynie, and supervi-
sors Joe Self Sr., Jim Long and Tomlin 
all voted in favor of the motion.

A previous hearing on the develop-
ment was held in March, but the trans-
portation study and change in water 
source are new elements Tomlin said 
the public needs to address.

Drawing on the upper Potomac aqui-
fer could lower the water level in other 
local artesian wells and Kilmarnock’s 
water supply, according to Dr. Frank 
Fletcher, a licensed ground water geol-
ogist from Reedville. He spoke to the 
Kilmarnock planning commission on 
August 10 about water usage and said 
on August 13 that he believes three 
conditions need to be added to Bluff 
Point’s current list of conditions. 

The developer, Tom Dingledine, 
should be required to conduct aquifer 
testing to determine if drawing from it 
will affect other wells, said Fletcher. 
The developer should be required to 
prepare a water conservation and man-
agement plan, he said. An indepen-
dent review of the water plan should 
be obtained from the Department of 
Environmental Quality to reassure the 
public that its interests are being pro-
tected, added Fletcher.

“I understand these things are being 
discussed,” he said. “I think you will 
see them be added to the conditions.”

However, Tomlin’s motion to require 
aquifer testing failed 4-1 vote, with 
only Tomlin supporting it. Jett, Haynie, 
Self and Long voted against it.

Jett on August 13 said that the reason 
he voted against the motion was that 
it was “ahead of the game.” Jett said 
it was his understanding that aquifer 
tests cost up to $300,000.

“I didn’t want to require the devel-
oper to pay for such an expensive test 
before his plan was even approved,” 
said Jett. “I think that it will be a con-
dition before final approval would be 
given.”

The water issue has become one of 
the major concerns with the develop-
ment that proposes to have 530 resi-
dential units, 90 hotel rooms, 34,000 
feet of commercial space and a marina 
on 900 acres of low-lying land off 
Bluff Point Road near the Indian Creek 
Country Club.

Other previously raised concerns 
include transportation issues, the 
impact on public services and the 
environmental impact on an area that 
was zoned conservation by the county 
less than a decade ago and contains a 
100-acre salt marsh.     

KILMARNOCK—Could the water 
needs of the proposed Bluff Point 
Development dry out area wells includ-
ing those serving the towns of Kilmar-
nock, White Stone and Irvington?

According to geologist Dr. Frank 
Fletcher, under the developer’s current 
plan, that is a possibility. 

“The era of cheap and abundant 
water has ended,” Fletcher told citizens 
and Kilmarnock planning commission 
members last Tuesday in a presentation 
on Northern Neck groundwater supply. 
“There’s no such thing as taking out 
groundwater without adverse effects. 
There are no underground rivers and 
streams. It’s a big saturated sponge,” 
he said of the aquifers serving the 
Northern Neck.

Fletcher noted the biggest conse-
quence of Bluff Point’s water needs 
could be a drop in the artesian wells 
which could affect private and com-
munity wells in the area.

“What’s really important is what 
happens when a confined aquafer is 
pumped. The problem is the drawdown 
that brings aquifer levels down below 
pump levels and burns them out,” he 
said.

Also, he noted that a large draw from 
an aquifer could bring about the col-
lapse of that aquifer and result in per-
manent damage to the water supply. 

The developer’s initial plan called 
for an expected summer daily usage 
of 300,000 gallons when the devel-
opment of over 300 dwellings and an 
hotel is complete. According to figures 
supplied by the Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ), that 
would double the water draw of all of 

Northumberland County which cur-
rently stands at some 280,000 gallons 
per day. However, Fletcher said the 
figure of 300,000 gallons per day was 
based on the developer’s first proposal 
of pumping out desalinated water, a 
system that requires higher withdraw-
als of water. Under a revised plan that 
eliminates the desalination method, 
the daily use would average 100,000 
to 140,000 gallons per day, as outlined 
in a letter to county officials, Fletcher 
said.

The DEQ is expected to have a 
groundwater management program 
in place next summer that covers the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, 
he noted. Until then, anyone, including 
developers or manufacturers, is enti-
tled to tap into as much water as they 
can pump out of the ground. However, 
under the DEQ program, that entitle-
ment will end. Prior to approvals, cor-
porations will have to test water sup-
plies and provide a mitigation plan that 
will compensate owners should wells 
go dry as a result of their drawdown.

Fletcher said Northumberland 
County should insist on aquifer testing 
and add a condition that mitigates any 
harm to neighboring water wells.

Kilmarnock Mayor Raymond Booth 
recently expressed concerns that the 
development would put a tremendous 
strain on the aquifer which serves Kil-
marnock and much of the region.

“We’re obviously an interested party 
because we’re so close,” said Booth.

The town will be represented at 
Northumberland’s August 26 public 
hearing on the development, he said.

The hearing will be held at 7 p.m. 
August 26 in the Northumberland 
High School auditorium in Claraville.

This aerial photo from the Virginia National Guard shows a marijuana field in a wooded area in Farnham

Early harvest: Marijuana crops seized
by Audrey Thomasson

Supervisors preview
changes to proposed
planned unit project

by Starke Jett

Proposed water plan raises
questions among neighbors

by Audrey Thomasson

The board of 
supervisors for 
Northumberland 
County will conduct 
a public hearing at 
7 p.m. August 26 
in the high school 
auditorium in 
Claraville, on a 
proposed 900-acre 
planned unit 
development for the 
Bluff Point area.

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—Jones and 
Connie Felvey were made honor-
ary citizens of Kilmarnock Monday 
night by town council in a procla-
mation recognizing the donation of 
land for a town nature trail. 

Baylor Nature Trail, named for 
Dr. Richard Baylor, consists of sev-
eral wooded acres bordering Norris 
Pond on the north end of town. 
According to town manager Tom 
Saunders, the trail should be open 
for hikers this fall.

In the proclamation, the mayor 
and council recognized the Felveys 
for their remarkable generosity and 
farsightedness by giving a gift that 
will be used for current residents 
and generations that follow.

The Felveys were also thanked 
for preserving and protecting natu-
ral areas and for their selflessness 
and many civic-minded acts since 
they moved to the area several years 
ago. 

Felveys are
proclaimed
honorary
citizens of
Kilmarnock

David Caunter, the circumstances of 
both growing operations are identi-
cal to Los Zetas activities in Cali-
fornia.

“At this time, we cannot confirm 
this,” said Sheriff Bryant. However, 
he noted his department is continu-
ing to work with the FBI and DEA 
to determine if there is a connection 
to the Mexican gang. According 
to police reports in California and 
Texas, the Los Zetas cartel is known 
for its violent activities. 

The identities of the property 
owners were withheld pending 
results of the ongoing investigation, 
Sheriff Bryant said. But, he noted 
both owners denied knowing any-
thing about the activity.  

Sheriff Bryant said it was the 
largest bust in Virginia in the 2010 
growing season. 

“This would not have been pos-
sible without the cooperation of 
law enforcement...from Northum-
berland, Lancaster, Westmoreland, 
and Essex counties as well as Vir-
ginia Department of Corrections, 
Northern Neck Regional Jail, (the 
Governor’s Initiative Against Nar-
cotic Trafficking) task force, DEA 
and Virginia National Guard.” He 
said over the two-day period, some 
80 law enforcement officials partici-
pated, including 10 deputies from 
Lancaster.   
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Heathsville 
Farmers Market

Located in the 
Historic Heathsville Square

           Saturday, August 21 
9 am  – 1 pm

 KIDS FUN DAY!
Bring the kids, let them play in the Bounce 

Out, Slide and Balloon Toss!
Don’t forget to Shop locally!

  T – Shirts, Organic Clothing, Produce, 
Plants, Meat, Soap, Honey, 

Cute Flip-Flops, Jewelry,
Food, Lemon & Limeade, Pottery, Furniture, 

Art, Table Cloths, Pepper Jelly
And lots more – don’t miss it!!

Dogs Welcome on leashes and owner 
responsible for good behavior!
For more Market information 

call 804-580-3377

KILMARNOCK—Town council got 
a lesson in parliamentary procedure 
Monday night when member Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn raised two points of order 
over last month’s council meeting. The 
lesson was long overdue since at least 
one of the problems occurred during 
the past administration.

Nunn took issue with Mayor Ray-
mond Booth’s announcement at his 
first meeting as mayor that he planned 
to hold mostly “roll call” votes so 
that the public would know how each 
member voted on an issue. Nunn stated 
that because the town’s charter calls 
for council to follow Robert’s Rules of 
Order, the mayor must hold a voice vote 
or show of hands in which all members 
vote at the same time. In a roll call (or 

polling) vote, members are singled out 
for their decision.

She noted the Rappahannock Record 
stories report to the public how mem-
bers vote on issues so a roll call vote is 
unnecessary.  

Town attorney Chris Stamm con-
curred, stating he researched news 
stories of past meetings and members’ 
votes were listed in the Record’s cov-
erage of meetings. Also, he agreed 
that Robert’s Rules of Order required 
a hand or voice vote, but noted there 
were exceptions when a roll call vote 
is required for Freedom of Information 
certification or supermajority (action 
that requires a two-thirds majority).

Mayor Booth restated his reasons for 
calling for the roll call vote, but said he 
would follow Stamm’s direction.

Also under challenge by Nunn was 

the fact the mayor appointed himself 
to three committees—the police and 
public safety, economic development 
and water and sewer.  Because he is an 
ex-officio member of all council com-
mittees, he cannot appoint himself as a 
member of any committee, unless he is 
so appointed by council, she said. 

Under the previous council in which 
Nunn served, former mayor Dr. Curtis 
Smith appointed himself as chairman 
of the town center committee.

Quoting the town code, Stamm said 
the mayor is an ex-officio member of 
all committees and cannot be counted 
in the quorum.      

In response, vice mayor William 
Smith fixed the procedural faux-pas by 
introducing a motion to accept all the 
committees as proposed by the mayor 
at the July meeting. The vote passed on 

a 5-1 vote.
Council members Johnny Smith, 

Shawn Donahue, Randy Moubray, Wil-
liam Smith and Nunn voted in favor of 
the motion. Member Paul Jones cast 
the dissenting vote.

The mayor accepted the changes 
politely, but said some of the sugges-
tions should have been made during the 
last meeting.

Nunn said she brought up the “ex-
officio” issue last month during the 
announcement of committee appoint-
ments and that Robert’s Rules allows 
procedural mistakes to be addressed 
at the next meeting. Also, she believed 
it to be the duty of the parliamentar-
ian. “Who is the parliamentarian?” she 
asked.

Stamm admitted it was probably his 
job.

KILMARNOCK—Coun-
cilman Shawn Donahue on 
Monday said 75 percent of the 
town’s $1.9 million operating 
budget comes from taxes on 
food, inns and merchandise 

Councilman says marketing budget is amiss
by Audrey Thomasson while the town only spends 

$4,000 on advertising to attract 
visitors. 

“Even Irvington exceeds 
our marketing budget,” Dona-
hue said. He noted the town 
also spends more on charities, 
noting a budget line item of 
$14,000 for donations. 

At last month’s meeting 
Donahue held up the Virginia 
Visitor’s Guide and asked why 
the town of Kilmarnock wasn’t 
in the publication while places 
like Irvington, Deltaville and 
Saluda were listed.

Vice mayor William Smith 
raised the issue again this 
month to explain the problem 

stems from the limited amount 
set aside for marketing during 
the budget process.

Donahue replied that it 
doesn’t cost anything to get the 
name listed on the map. Busi-
nesses pay all these food and 
hotel taxes, he said. “We just 
want to take the merchant’s 
money, but we don’t want to 
help them out.”

“I’m shocked about the 
amount of money spent on 
economic development,” said 
Mayor Raymond Booth. “The 
town has a responsibility to 
spend more money...to rein-
vest and promote the busi-
nesses.”

“We’re doing a good job 
and we can do better,” council 
member Randy Moubray said.

No action was taken.
In other business, council 

tabled a vote on paying police 
officers a $20 monthly sti-
pend for using their personal 
cell phones as their commu-
nication tool with each other 
while patrolling.

Police Chief Mike Bedell 
said the town does not have a 
radio system for communica-
tions within the town. While 
the police and public safety 
committee recommended 
the expenditure, member 
Paul Jones said other town 

employees use their personal 
cell phones for town busi-
ness, too. 

“Are you going to pay them, 
too?  Where do you draw the 
line?” he asked.

The committee will research 
town usage of personal cell 
phones and report to council.

On a 5-1 vote, members 
awarded a $334,800 contract 
to J. Sanders Construction of 
West Point as the low bidder 
on construction of the pump 
station that will serve the Mary 
Ball Washington Community 
Block Grant project and Grace 
Hill Subdivision.

Council members Becky 

Nunn, Johnny Smith, Dona-
hue, Moubray and William 
Smith voted in favor of the 
motion. Council member Paul 
Jones cast the only no vote.

Council unanimously 
approved making Main Street 
a “no through trucks” zone 
and direct truckers with no 
local stops to the James Jones 
Memorial Highway and Harris 
Road by-pass. Delivery trucks 
and those using Waverly 
Avenue will still use Main 
Street. The measure will go to 
the Lancaster board of super-
visors for consideration and 
recommendation to Virginia 
Department of Transportation. 

Kilmarnock council brought to order
by Audrey Thomasson

IRVINGTON—Last Thursday 
night at the Irvington Town Hall, 
town council discussed street 
signs to mark Irvington as a “golf 
cart-friendly” community, new 
sidewalks beside the Commons, 
and more comfortable furniture.

Because the town’s zoning 
administrator, Bob Hardesty, is 
on vacation, discussion regard-
ing progress at Irvington Marina 
was limited. It was noted that the 

owner of a sunken boat in Cart-
er’s Creek has 30 days to bring it 
out of the water.

A motion was made by Dr. 
Robert Westbrook to name a 
substitute administrator. Gene 
Edmonds seconded, allowing 
Mayor Ralph “Rannie” Ransome 
and Vice Mayor Kathleen Pollard 
to temporarily take over.

Village Improvement Associa-
tion member Larry Worth asked 
the council to represent the town 
before the Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) regard-
ing the installment of sidewalks 
in Commons. Irvington doesn’t 
have to front any money for the 
project, but simply authorization, 
said Worth. Pollard made the 
motion to authorize the project, 
and Ed Sulick seconded. The 
vote was unanimous, 5-0.

Later in the meeting, a motion 
was made by Westbrook to pur-
chase new chairs and a table for 
the Town Hall. In agreement, 
Pollard mentioned how she was 

Irvington considers signs and sidewalks
by W. Dixon Muller “tired of looking at this old for-

mica table.”
Pollard announced the town 

will have five signs by next 
spring designating golf cart 
usage on public streets. Council 
discussed where to place them. 
However, no related decisions 
were made.

Pollard asked council to write 
a letter to VDOT to lower the 

speed limit from 35 mph to 25 
mph from Chesapeake Acad-
emy to the bridge on Irvington 
Road. The reasoning was so that 
golf carts could comfortably 
ride, and so that trucks don’t use 
Irvington as a “throughpoint,” 
said Edmonds. The motion was 
made by Pollard, seconded by 
Westbrook and passed by coun-
cil.

KILMARNOCK—A single-
car accident that left a vehicle 
partially submerged in a pond at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Country 
Club over the weekend is still 
under investigation, according to 
Capt. Greg Keyser with the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

According to Capt. Keyser, 
a 1995 Honda left the highway 
late Saturday night and entered a 
pond at the intersection of Bluff 
Point and Navajo roads at Indian 
Creek. 

A 911 call was transferred from 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Department to Northumberland 
around midnight when two depu-
ties were dispatched to the scene. 

The car was apparently leak-
ing gas into the pond, said Capt. 
Keyser. The driver was not at the 
scene. 

The vehicle was registered to 

WARSAW—A former finan-
cial officer at the Northern Neck 
Technical Center was indicted by 
the Northern Neck Multi-Juris-
dictional grand jury  August 11, 
according to a press release issued 
by the Virginia State Police. 

The indictments stem from an 
18-month investigation by investi-
gators from the Richmond County 
Sheriff’s Office and special agent 
accountants with the Virginia 

Former technical center finance officer 
is indicted on embezzlement charges

State Police Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation’s Richmond Field 
Office, said public relations man-
ager Corinne Geller.

Pamela M. H. Bragg, 41, of 
Warsaw turned herself in to 
investigators late Thursday after-
noon without incident, reported 
Geller. Bragg was charged with 
four felonies, including embez-
zlement, embezzlement by an 
officer of public funds, credit 
card theft, and misuse of public 
assets.  

The arrest comes after the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office contacted special agents 
with the Virginia State Police to 
assist with the joint investigation 
into the embezzlement of county 
funds, she said.  

A secured bond in the amount 
of $2,500 was set to ensure 
Bragg’s appearance in court. 
Arraignment was scheduled for 
August 18, in the Richmond 
County Circuit Court. The inves-
tigation continues.

Vehicle plunges into
country club pond

Frederick and Elizabeth Johnson 
of Saluda. 

At 1:55 a.m. Sunday, the sher-
iff’s department received a call 
from Charles Johnson of Saluda 
who claimed to have been driving 
the vehicle at the time of the acci-
dent. Johnson told the dispatcher 
that he was unfamiliar with the 
area and had gotten a ride back 
to Middlesex County, said Capt. 
Keyser. 

In an article appearing August 
5 about the Northumberland 
County school calendar for 
2010-11, the starting time for sec-
ondary schools was incorrectly 
listed as 7:30 a.m. The correct 
starting time is 7:50 a.m. The first 
day of classes is September 7. 

Correction

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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MORE ADVENTURES 
 
Oct. 7-16 Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas   
 Cruise-Canada & New England, 
 Round-trip from Baltimore-No airport hassle.
Dec. 4 “A Chorus Line” Richmond Landmark Theater 
 2 PM show Motorcoach from Kilmarnock 
 & Saluda 
Feb. 14-26 Celebrity’s Mercury Round trip from Baltimore  
 Escorted-Motorcoach from Kilmarnock 
June 25-July1-Oceania’s Marina-Baltic Treasures 
 Visit Stockholm, Helsinke, St. Petersburg, 
 Tallinn, Riga, Visby, Gdynia, Bornholm, 
 Warnemunde, Copenhagen.   

FREE AIRFARE from Washington Dulles, 
Special prices if booked by August 31, 2010. 

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

2nd annual 
Crab Feast

August 28, at Urbanna Firehouse

All-you-can-eat Crabs

QUINN CHRYSLER, DODGE, JEEP
★★★★★ FIVE STAR DEALER

804-843-2555   WEST POINT   800-468-6616
www.quinncars.com

QUINN

Northern Neck
          MARINE CONSTRUCTION, LLC.

• Piers
• Boat Lifts 
• Groynes
• Bulkheads
• Floating Docks
• Boat Houses
• Rip Rap
• Armor Stone
• Repairs
• Permits

www.northernneckmarineconstruction.com

License # 2705 116978

(804) 761-6866

Surfs up on the Potomac 
and Rappahannock rivers 

for dolphins. The mammals 
have been spotted surfing bow 
waves, leaping through the air 
and delighting amateur photog-
raphers and boaters vacationing 
in the area. 

“It’s not unusual to see them 
in area rivers,” said Christina 
Trapani, assistant stranding 
response coordinator at the 
Virginia Aquarium in Virginia 
Beach. Most likely, the mam-
mals are just following the fish, 
she said.

Trapani explained that dol-
phins swim in pods or groups, 
but it is somewhat common to 
see a dolphin on its own.   

While the public likes to 
watch the mammals frolic, Tra-
pani advises people to keep a 
safe distance and not to feed or 
chase them.

“Dolphins are protected 
under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act. By law, harass-
ment is defined as changing 
their behavior,” she said.

Circling dolphins is an indi-
cation they are feeding; how-

These dolphins appear right at home on the Potomac River. Photo by Nadege Watson

Dolphins frequent local waters

This dolphin is frolicking at the mouth of the Corrotoman 
River near Whitehouse Creek. Photo by Bayley and John Charles 
Wood. 

This dolphin is smiling for the 
camera. Photo by Nadge Watson

by Audrey Thomasson

ever, circling that lasts for 
extended periods could indicate 
a problem, she said. If a dolphin 
has strange marks, becomes 
entangled or attempts to strand 
on the beach, the aquarium’s 
stranding response team should 
be notified. The team can be 
reached at 757-437-6159. 

Team members recently con-
ducted their 18th annual dol-
phin count. During the event, 
the team was joined by some 
70 volunteers who spread out 
to 16 observation posts along 
beaches of the lower Chesa-
peake Bay and southern Vir-
ginia coast to gather informa-
tion about the dolphins’ coastal 
habits. 

According to public relations 
manager Joan Barns, there was 

a “raw count” of 801 dolphins 
before factoring out double 
counts, which is less than pre-
vious years.

Information gathered from 
the observations will be used 
by state and federal agencies 
that make decisions on projects 
along the coast, she said.

LANCASTER—Supervi-
sors on Thursday, August 26, 
will hold a public hearing on 
an application for an individual 
manufactured home from Pur-
nell R. Kenner. The meeting 
will start at 7 p.m. in the Gen-
eral District Courtroom at the 
county couthouse in Lancaster.

Kenner wants to place an 
individual manufactured home 
on a 1.16-acre parcel on James 
Wharf Road near Newtown 
Road and adjacent to Mount 
Vernon Baptist Church.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning commis-
sion on August 19 will hear 
a presentation on Blue-Green 
Infrastructure Planning by 
Northern Neck Planning Dis-
trict environmental planner 
Stuart McKenzie. 

The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. in the General District 
Courtroom at the county court-
house in Lancaster.

Planners also will hold a 
public hearing to consider 
amendments to the zoning 
ordinance for boathouses. 

Ken Knull of Yankee Point 
Marina Inc., recently submitted 
an application to add to the def-
inition for a private boathouse. 
Currently, the ordinance lists 
a boathouse as “a structure or 
device, floating or temporary 
fixed, that encloses a boat and, 
in so doing, increases the pro-
file of the boat by any amount. 
Placement of private boat-
houses are prohibited.” 

Knull’s proposal would add: 
“A floating boat lift cover con-
sisting of poles at or near the 
four corners, a roof frame with 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning com-
mission will conduct a public 
hearing August 19 to address 
zoning ordinance amendments.

The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. in the General District 
Courtroom in the courts build-
ing at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

The commission will wel-
come comments on establish-
ing a zoning district for planned 
unit developments (PUD) to be 
designated R-5. This review is 
part of the county’s ongoing 
zoning ordinance review.

The proposed PUD ordinance 
can be reviewed at the Office 
of Building and Zoning at the 
courthouse in Heathsville, or at 
co.northumberland.va.us.  

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, August 24, 
in the fourth floor meeting 
room at VMRC Headquarters 
at 2600 Washington Avenue in 
Newport News.

Habitat applications are gen-
erally considered in the morn-
ing, followed by the fishery 
items.

At noon, a public hearing 
is scheduled on a proposal to 
continue the 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
daily hours for the harvesting 
of crabs by crab pots or peeler 
pots through September 2010.

Currently, it is unlawful for 
any person licensed to catch 
and sell crabs taken by crab pot 
or peeler pot to take and har-
vest crabs from any crab pot or 
peeler pot, or to retrieve, bait or 
set any crab pot or peeler pot, 
except during the lawful daily 
time period from 6 a.m. to 2 
p.m. during the month of Sep-
tember.

The purpose of the proposed 
change is to reduce waste of the 
crab resource that may result 
from unseasonably warm water 
conditions during September.

Among other fisheries items, 
Dr. Bob Orth of the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science will 
present his annual review of the 
the status of submerged aquatic 
vegetation including a request 
to authorize the renewal of the 
507.90-acre set-aside area in 
Hog Island Bay, for seagrass 
restoration that was last estab-
lished by the Commission in 
August 2005. 

Requests for public hearings 

The Agenda
Local Government News

removable cloth cover and the 
total roof system having a cross 
section of 20 inches or less, the 
top of which does not extend 
above 10.5 feet above the water 
level, is not considered a pri-
vate boathouse.”

are expected on amendments 
regarding oyster harvesting, 
oyster sanctuaries, designation 
of oyster seed areas and clean 
cull areas; identification tags 
for shellfish harvest containers; 
and the establishment of a Fish-
ermen Identification Program 
and proposed increases in the 
saltwater recreational fishing 
license fees.

Among uncontested habitat 
permit applications, the com-
mission is expected to decide 
on a request from The Green 
Association for authorization 
to install 1,688 linear feet of 
quarry stone riprap revetment. 
The riprap would extend a 
maximum of 10 feet channel-
ward of an existing deteriorated 
timber bulkhead at several sites 
along residential shoreline on 
Dead and Bones Cove in Cart-
er’s Creek.
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We also thank the following businesses who gave doorprizes, Rappahannock Record, The Corner Restaurant, Green Point Nursery, Net Cruisers Café, The Perfect Touch, Kilmarnock Entertainment Center, Creek View B & B.

Rappahannock
Foundation
for the Arts

The Friends of Belle Isle would like to thank all

Sponsors

Wells Fargo Advisors

THE FOOT CENTER
DR. NOEL P. PATEL

PODIATRIST

DR. WILLIAM W. ENG

PODIATRIST

New Non-Surgical Treatment for Corns & Calluses

720 Irvington Road
KILMARNOCK

 
 

 
 

Monday thru Friday
evening hours available

OPEN

435-1644

LIVELY—The Upper Lan-
caster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (ULVFD) is conducting 
a raffle in conjunction with its 
upcoming Firemen’s Festival 
and Dance.

Some 2,000 tickets will be 
sold for a chance on a 2002 Club 
Car gas powered golf cart. The 
prize is sponsored by Minter’s 
Golf Carts in Tappahannock.

Tickets are $10 each, said 
Danny Akers. The drawing will 
be held at the festival, he said. 
All proceeds will benefit the 
fire department.

Tickets are available in 
Lively at Chespaeake Bank, 
The Corner Bar and Grill and 
Lively Drug Store; in Lancaster 
at R.A.K.’s Sports Bar; in Kil-
marnock at Heads Up, Noblett 
Appliances and Big “L” Tire; 
in White Stone at Lamberth 
Building Materials; and in Bur-
gess at EVB.

Tickets also will be available 
at a truck pull August 28 at the 
ULVFD in Lively; September 3 
at the First Friday Walkabout in 
Kilmarnock; and the 33rd Fire-
men’s Festival and Dance on 
the fire department grounds in 
Lively.

Tickets also are available 
from most ULVFD members, or 
call Ricky Selph at 436-4040, 
or 436-2276.

Firemen’s festival activities 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Septem-
ber 3 with a horseshoe tourna-
ment and corn hole toss compe-

tition for cash prizes. 
The registration fee for the 

horseshoe tournament is $25 
per person. The registration 
deadline is September 1. Call 
Rick at 436-4040.

The registration fee for the 
Corn Hole Toss is $20 per 
person. The registration dead-
line is September 1. Call Rick 
at 436-4040.

Activities beginning at 9 
a.m. Saturday, September 4, 
will include a yard sale, bake 
sale, baby contest, arts, crafts, 
vendors, rides, games, food, a 
mechanical bull, Bungee run, 
med flight demonstrations, the 
crowning of Miss ULVFD, the 
parade, B&T lawnmower pull, 
car wash and equipment dis-
play.

The entry fee for the baby 
contest is $10. To register, call 
Wendy at 436-4237. To reserve 
yard sale space, call Hack at 
462-6069; for the bake sale, 
call Faye at 436-6707.

A parade will march from 
Lively Oaks Road to the old 
Lively School, beginning a 1 
p.m. To sign up for the parade, 
call Rick at 436-4040. Rep. Rob 
Wittman will serve as grand 
marshal.

At 2:30 p.m., there will be a 
tug-of-war contest between the 
fire department and the sheriff’s 
department.

An end-of-summer dance 
from 8 p.m. to midnight will 
feature Mean Streak. 

The Firemen’s Festival raffle prize is a fire-engine red golf 
cart.

Firemen to raffle
golf cart at annual
festival and dance

 HEATHSVILLE—As antic-
ipated, Northumberland super-
visors last Thursday adopted 
amendments to its flood plain 
management ordinance to 
bring it into compliance with 
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Authority’s require-
ments.

The 5-0 vote ensures the 
county’s participation in the 
National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram.

County staff received no 
comments on the issue prior to 
the meeting. During the hear-
ing, Ben Burton of Bay Design 
Group said he thought Nor-
thumberland should be consis-
tent with a similar amendment 
adopted by Lancaster supervi-
sors.

Lancaster County set a floor 
height of 1.5 feet above the 
floodplain level for new con-
struction. Northumberland was 
considering a one-foot floor 
height until Burton brought the 
higher level to their attention 
saying it would allow more 
room for protecting plumbing 
and electrical systems.

However, since it had already 
been advertised at the one-foot 

level the board decided to 
approve the amendments with 
the lower floor height and take 
up the matter again at its Sep-
tember 9 meeting.

Board chairman and Dis-
trict 5 supervisor Ronnie Jett, 
vice chairman and District 2 
supervisor Richard Haynie, 
District 1 supervisor Joe Self 
Sr., District 3 supervisor Jim 
Long and District 4 supervisor 
Tommy Tomlin voted in favor 
of the motion to approve the 
flood plain management ordi-
nance amendments.
Other land use issues

Following a separate hear-
ing, the board authorized Paul 
Jones, owner of R.P. Waller 
Inc., to build a bulk propane 
storage facility at 1006 Brick-
yard Road near Burgess.

“I just want a chance to com-
pete with the other businesses 
that sell propane,” said Jones 
who already sells fuel oil.

County staff received no 
comments from the public 
prior to the meeting and there 
were no comments raised 
during the hearing. Supervi-
sor Tommy Tomlin’s motion 
to approve the request passed 
unanimously by a 5-0 vote.

A hearing scheduled on a 

proposed private marina for 
the Skiff Cove development 
off Hack Creek was tabled at 
the request of the developer. 
The issue may be brought back 
to the board within 60 days.   

During the public comment 
period following the hear-
ings, representatives from the 
Indian Creek Home Owners 
Association asked the board 
to rezone their development 
from its current R-2 designa-
tion to the recently created R-4 
recreational residential zoning 
district.

Indian Creek treasurer 
Randy Thompson presented 
statistics showing an “over-
whelming response in favor 
of rezoning.” Tomlin’s motion 
for a resolution to rezone the 
development passed, 5-0. 

The issue will be considered 
by the planning commission at 
its September 16 meeting and 
return to the board on October 
14 for final approval.
Administrative issues

County administrator Kenny 
Eades reported cable television 
provider, Comcast, had sold 
its rights to Metrocast, which 
has been building a new fiber 
optic network in neighboring 
counties. Eades had a meeting 

with Metrocast representatives 
and was told that they would 
be offering improved services 
to county residents by Decem-
ber.

“Things are looking pretty 
good on that front,” said 
Eades.

Eades also reported that Blue 
Ridge Mass Appraisal Inc., had 
been contracted to conduct the 
county’s property appraisals 
for real estate tax purposes. 
The fee will be $265,000, for 
up to 19,000 parcels at $13.95 
each. The work will be com-
pleted by next year. A motion 
to approve the contract was 
approved, 5-0.

“They will be starting imme-
diately,” said Eades. 

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County high school and 
the division as a whole failed 
to meet the federally mandated 
adequate yearly progress (AYP) 
goals for 2009 set up by the No 
Child Left Behind legislation, 
according to superintendent Clint 
Stables. 

Statewide, 40 percent of 
schools, 726 out of 1,836, failed 
to meet AYP goals. Only 9 per-
cent of school divisions, 12 out 
of 132, met the AYP goals.

Reporting to the board of 
supervisors August 12, Stables 
said the elementary and middle 
schools made the benchmarks. 
But the high school failed to 
meet a new AYP requirement 
for schools to have an on-time 

graduation rate of 80 percent. 
Because of that shortcoming, 
the division as a whole failed 
to meet AYP goals, according 
to Stables.

“I think it is important for 
people to understand that school 
performance didn’t go down,” 
said Stables. “This is a new stan-
dard that we didn’t have the pre-
vious year.”

The high school had an on-time 
graduation rate of 73 percent for 
2009, according to Stables. The 
school also had a drop-out rate 
of 17.9 percent, a figure Stables 
feels is “artificially inflated” 
because students working toward 
their GEDs are not counted as 
being in the system. 

New high school principal 
David Dixon has been specifi-
cally charged by the school board 

with improving both the drop-out 
rate and the on-time graduation 
rate. He also has been charged 
with improving after-graduation 
opportunities for students by pro-
viding more college scholarships 
and work internships. 

“That was one of the key 
things we looked at during the 
application process,” said Stables 
about Dixon. “I think he is very 
student focused. We need to give 
our kids more opportunities after 
they leave us.”   

Stables said Northumberland 
students improved in English, 
math and writing standard of 
learning (SOL) achievement 
test scores, exceeding state 
averages in 2009. English 
scores were up 6 percent, from 
an 86 percent pass rate to 92 
percent. Math scores were up 7 

percent, from 85 percent to 92 
percent. Writing scores were 
up 3 percent, from 87 percent 
to 90 percent.

History scores, however, were 
6 percent lower than the previ-
ous year, falling from an 88 
percent pass rate to 82 percent. 
This rate was above the required 
AYP goals, but Stables expressed 
concern about the decrease to the 
board and said his staff would be 
addressing the issue.

He said the division wouldn’t 
face any penalties for not meet-
ing 2009 AYP goals this year, 
but that if it consistently failed to 
make the grade year after year, 
the state would step in and offer 
“assistance” to the division by 
helping to make the decisions 
necessary to improve perfor-
mance. 

HEATHSVILLE—A fire services 
resource study conducted by Springsted Inc. 
for Northumberland County, favors replac-
ing the Callao firehouse over building a new 
station in Heathsville.

According to the report, building a new 
fire station in Heathsville would be prob-
lematic because of an estimated $1.8 million 
price tag for equipment purchase, building 
construction and volunteer outfitting; an 
estimated $130,000 annual operating cost; 
and the doubtful availability of volunteer 
personnel to man the facility. 

The report instead recommends replac-
ing the 60-year-old firehouse in Callao and 
upgrading the facilities, especially the com-
munications center, at the sheriff’s depart-
ment because of equipment and structural 
issues, such as a leaking roof. 

The report recommends providing the 
volunteers with sleeping facilities at the sta-
tions for long-term emergencies and that a 
“fireboat needs to be purchased for volun-

teer service immediately since Smith Point 
Sea Rescue is the only provider of water-
related incidents.”

The study recommends conducting public 
discussions about the need for a Heathsville 
station, improving communication opera-
tions by assigning a separate dispatch fre-
quency to the fire and rescue departments, 
increasing fire personnel accountability by 
standardizing systems that are currently dif-
ferent for Callao and Fairfields, and formally 
implementing other standardized operating 
procedures.  

The $11,580 study was commissioned 
by the county in November 2009, accord-
ing to county administrator Kenny Eades. 
The “impetus for this study results from 
the county’s experience in recent years of 
increasing demands for services, higher 
operating costs and perceptions in the com-
munity that more fire stations are required 
for adequate coverage,” as described in the 
report’s introduction.

The study was compiled by Springsted 
senior vice president John Anzivino and 

consultant Mark Piland and was presented 
to the board of supervisors August 12. 
Anzivino and Piland conducted five site 
visits to the three stations at Reedville, 
Callao and Glebe Point, interviewed fire 
department personnel, sheriff department 
personnel and county administrative staff 
and reviewed the county’s comprehensive 
and capital plans and related data. 

The objectives listed in the report are to 
determine if the current stations are appro-
priately located given the county’s popula-
tion growth, identify potential locations if 
not appropriately located, recommend what 
improvements should be planned if they are 
appropriately located, evaluate service calls 
and assist in developing a strategic plan to 
address improvements.

Anzivino and Piland commended the fire 
department personnel for their dedication 
and cooperation and found that the build-
ing and equipment condition and personnel 
training are good. They also reported mutual 
assistance with other county fire depart-
ments is beneficial to Northumberland.

Supervisors amend flood plain management ordinance
by Starke Jett

Study indicates a Heathsville fire station
could prove problematic for the county

by Starke Jett

Northumberland school division fails to meet AYP goals
by Starke Jett

LANCASTER—Maryland 
fugitive Kelly E. Shird of Bal-
timore faced an extradition 
hearing Wednesday, August 
18, in Lancaster General Dis-
trict Court, according to Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett.  

Shird, 27, was arrested at 
7:30 a.m. August 12 in the 
residence of his girlfriend at 
192 Coleman Lane off Sul-
lavan’s Road in Mollusk. No 
charges were filed against the 
girlfriend or the owner of the 
house.

Murder suspect is arrested in Mollusk
by Audrey Thomasson Shird was wanted by Bal-

timore County police in con-
nection with a home invasion 
on August 5 that resulted in 
the shooting death of Craig 
Bouie, 37, of Pikesville. 

Baltimore police reported 
that Shird was shot in a strug-
gle with Bouie. Sheriff Crock-
ett confirmed that Shird had 
three gunshot wounds when he 
was arrested.

According to Capt. Martin 
Shirilla, in apprehending 
Shird, Lancaster deputies were 
assisted by two deputies from 
Northumberland and nine 

members of the Baltimore 
Police. Law enforcement set 
up surveillance near the home 
about 2 a.m. Thursday morn-
ing, but did not approach the 
house until the arrival of the 
Virginia State Police special 
weapons and tactical unit 
(SWAT), including its team of 
hostage negotiators. 

“Initial attempts to talk 
Shird out of the residence 
failed, at which time the VSP 
special tactics team broke one 
window and deployed a remote 

camera into the residence,” 
said Shirilla. “Shird came to 
the door and was taken into 
custody without incident.”  

Lt. Rob McCullough of the 
Baltimore County Police said 
their investigators received 
information that Shird had 
possibly fled to Lancaster and 
was living with his girlfriend. 
Upon his extradition to Mary-
land, he will be charged with 
first degree murder.

Shird is being held in Lan-
caster jail without bond. 

“Practical landscape designs for your environment”
Renovation Pruning-Fruit Tree Pruning

Vegetable Garden Planning
B.S. Ornamental Horticulture

Licensed and Insured
804.693.4165
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Financing
Available

Terms to fit 
your budget

Pre-Season prices on
white Double-hung Windows

Distributors
7962 General Puller Highway

Topping, Virginia

●  Guaranteed 35% 
 fuel savings
●  Tilt-In for easy cleaning
●   Screen included

●   Custom made to fit each   

   opening

●   Lifetime warranty 

●   Lifetime glass breakage   

   warranty on windows

●   Child safety latches

●   Insulated glass

●   Superspacer-eliminates fogging

Ask us about the 30% 
federal energy tax credit

Locally Owned And Operated Family Business with over 65 years 
of combined experience to assure your complete satisfaction

Completely Installed

(No extras needed)

Was $18900

Now $16065

15% discount

Early Summer

Sale

$18900

Call for
Free Estimates

The Richmond 
County Fair

presents

Southern Soul & Blues Night
Friday, August 27

Enjoy the classic blues style of
Southern Bluez

6 – 8 pm

and
featuring the 
southern soul 

sounds of

Big G 
performing with his
Band & Show
8:30 – 11:30 pm

THE SUMMER
CLEARANCE EVENT

STOREWIDE :)
20% to 75%

Don’t Wait or you’ll be sorry :(

“Making Memories since 1969”

(804) 435-1302

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett last week brought charges 
against five individuals.
Felonies

Terry P. Veney, 49, of James Cove Road, 
was charged August 9 on two counts of 
fraudulent conversion/removal of lease 
property (felonies).

Kelly E. Shird, 27, of Baltimore was 
charged about 7:30 a.m. August 12 as a 
fugitive wanted for murder in Baltimore.  
Based on information from Baltimore 
police, a search warrant was obtained 
for 192 Coleman Lane, off of Sullavans 
Road, in Mollusk.  Due to the nature of 
the charge, six members of the Lancaster 
Sheriff’s Office, two members of the Nor-
thumberland Sheriff’s Office and nine 
members of the Baltimore Police Depart-
ment set up surveillance in the area about 
2 a.m. 

The Virginia State Police (VSP) special 
weapons and tactical unit was contacted 
and responded along with its hostage nego-
tiation team and supervisory staff.  Initial 
attempts to talk Shird out of the residence 
failed, at which time the VSP special tac-
tics team broke one window and deployed 
a remote camera into the residence. 

Shortly thereafter, Shird came to the 
door and was taken into custody with-
out incident.  Also in the residence was 
a female who presented herself and was 
removed without incident.

The owner of the property was notified 
of the damages. No charges were filed 
against the female or the owner of the 
property.  Shird is being held in jail with-
out bond, pending a hearing in Lancaster 
General District Court.  
Misdemeanors

An Iberis Road woman, 28, was charged 
August 12 with an overtime parking vio-
lation from Williamsburg.

A Mantua Road man, 23, was charged 
August 13 with domestic assault and bat-
tery.

A Chestnut Grove Lane man, 20, was 
charged August 15 with stalking.
Activity report

August 9:  Staff received a report of 
the theft of license plates from a vehicle 
parked in the 100 block of White Chapel 
Road,  and a report of an assault by threat-
ening text message from a Robinson Road 
resident (effective July 1, threats by text 
messaging is a crime); and responded with 
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to 
a domestic disturbance (boyfriend/girl-
friend) on Chase Street. 

August 10:  Staff checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone contact could 

not be made (no emergency services 
needed); received a trespass complaint 
from the 500 block of White Chapel Road, 
and a complaint regarding the theft of a 
wallet from a vehicle at a White Stone 
convenience store:  responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint in Mollusk, and 
to assist KPD with an open-door incident 
on West Church Street at a business after 
normal business hours. 

August 11:  Staff responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint in the 2300 block 
of River Road, to a reckless driving com-
plaint in the area of Mary Ball and Chases 
roads, and to a shots fired complaint in the 
700 block of Nuttsville Road; received a 
report of the theft of a boat trailer from 
the 1800 block of Windmill Point Road 
(silver colored Venture boat trailer, dual 
axle, $2,829 property loss), a report of 
juveniles who destroyed property by spray 
painting a shed ($150 damages); and a 
larceny report from Gemini Road (X Box 
Elite 360 with controller and charger, 
grill, pet bearded dragon and cage with 
heat lamp, 19-inch Emerson flat screen 
TV, 4 X Box games, $1,080 property loss); 
checked on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed); and notified 
Northumberland authorities of a reck-
less driver in the Kilmarnock–Wicomico 
Church corridor. 

August 12:  Staff received a walk-in 
complaint of vandalism to a vehicle ($500 
damages), and a walk-in complaint of an 
assault; and responded to an illegal dump-
ing complaint on Bay Drive. 

August 13:    Staff responded to a 
complaint of dead animals being left in/on 
mailboxes in the areas of Little Bay, Scott, 
and Blue Fish roads and several mailboxes 
tampered with.  Anyone with information 
about this health hazard incident is asked 
to call Crime Solvers at 462-7463.  Staff 
also received a report of the theft of an out-
board motor from the 800 block of Fleets 
Bay Road (Honda 10 hp, $600 property 
loss), a larceny report from Old Domin-
ion Drive (Kubota model RTV900 tractor, 
$11,400 property loss); and responded to 
a domestic disturbance in the 500 block of 
Scott Road, and to a shots fired complaint 
on Norwood Church Road; and notified 
Middlesex authorities of a noise violation 
complaint in the Locust Hill area. 

August 14:  Staff received a walk-in 
complaint of an assault, a destruction of 
property report in the 100 block of Sul-
lavans Road (domestic related, $100 
damages), and received an attempted 
burglary report from the 3300 block of 

White Chapel Road (no damages, possi-
bly domestic related); and responded to a 
complaint of the theft of a firearm from 
the 1200 block of Irvington Road (firearm 
located); and notified Northumberland 
authorities of a vehicle overboard in a 
pond at Indian Creek Country Club. 

August 15:    Staff responded to a shots 
fired/noise violation complaint in the 700 
block of Nuttsville Road (subject target 
shooting), to a domestic disturbance /
assault complaint on Georgetown Lane, 
and to a trespass/stalking complaint in the 
2000 block of Morattico Road; received 
a walk-in report of credit card fraud (fol-
low-up from incident reported in January 
2008; complainant reports $450 fraud dis-
covered as he monitors his credit report), 
and a civil complaint involving family 
members and a real estate foreclosure 
action. 

August 16: Staff responded with KPD 
to the Kilmarnock area in an attempt 
to locate a possible suicidal person as 
requested by Stafford County authorities 
(subject located as safe), to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on Richtown Road, 
and  to an E911 disconnect call in the 
6000 block of Windmill Point Road.

Also last week, staff conducted 12 
traffic stops, issued 1 summons, assisted 
three motorists, reported two deer strikes, 
handled four requests for traffic control, 
investigated four building alarms and 
fielded two calls for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (KVFD) responded to traffic acci-
dents in the 200 block of North Main 
Street, Jessie DuPont Highway and Mor-
attico Church Road, and Scott Road.

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department with assistance from KVFD 
responded to a structure fire in 2000 block 
of Regina Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins last week brought 
misdemeanor charges against four indi-
viduals.

A Lancaster man, 34, was charged 
August 9 with appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A  Lottsburg man, 49, was charged 
August 10 with a probation violation.

A Halethorpe, Md., man, 31, was 
charged August 14 with assault and bat-
tery of a family member.

A Reedville man, 51, was charged 
August 16 with a second offense of driv-
ing while intoxicated within five to ten 
years and reckless driving.

Investigators at the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office 
are  asking  anyone with infor-
mation concerning the shooting 
that took place in Nuttsville on 
July 14 that resulted in the death 
of a 19-year-old female to con-
tact them through the Lancaster 

County Crime Solvers.
Your information could assist  

in solving this case and  could 
earn a reward up to $1,000.

If you have any information 
that may help, call 462-7463.

Crime Solvers also seeks infor-
mation regarding a complaint 

of dead animals being left in/on 
mailboxes in the areas of Little 
Bay, Scott, and Blue Fish roads 
and several mailboxes tampered 
with.

Anyone with information about 
this health hazard incident is asked 
to call 462-7463.

BALTIMORE—Accused 
rapist Donald Vaughan is 
scheduled to go to trial today, 
August 19, in Baltimore Cir-
cuit Court for the alleged rape 
and attempted murder of a Bal-
timore woman last December.

Vaughan is wanted for rape 
and sodomy of two victims in 
Kilmarnock last winter. 

“Extradition is pending...
the disposition of the cases 
in Maryland,” said Lancaster 
County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jeffers Schmidt.

RICHMOND—Michael 
Francis Mara, 52, of Baton 
Rouge, La., aka the “Grand-
dad Bandit,” was arrested 
August 11 by the FBI in Baton 
Rouge for robbing at least 25 
banks in 13 states in less than 
two years.

U.S. Attorney for the East-
ern District of Virginia Neil H. 
MacBride,  Special Agent in 
Charge of the FBI Richmond 
Division Michael Morehart,  
Special Agent in Charge of the 
FBI Norfolk Division Alex J. 
Turner and  Special Agent in 
Charge of the FBI New Orleans 
Division David W. Welker, 
made the announcement.

“A tip to the FBI made 
today’s arrest possible,” said 
MacBride. “This is a great 
example of how the public and 
law enforcement must work 
together to keep our communi-
ties safe.”

“This arrest would not have 
been possible without the 
assistance of civic-minded 
citizens and the publicity pro-
vided by radio stations, print 

media and the coordination of 
digital billboards by the Out-
door Advertising Association 
of America,” said Morehart. 
“Let this be a heads up to those 
involved in criminal activity – 
the cooperation between law 
enforcement and the public 
will lead to justice.”

According to court records, 
Mara is accused of robbing 
at least 25 banks in Virginia 
and throughout the country in 
a similar manner, and many 
of the robberies were caught 
on surveillance video. He 
allegedly would enter a bank 
without a disguise, patiently 
wait in line, and then present 
a demand note to a bank teller. 
Once the demands were met, 
Mara allegedly would retrieve 
the demand note and exit the 
bank quietly.

After a bank robbery on June 
22, 2010, in Glen Allen, the 
FBI coordinated an extensive 
fugitive publicity campaign 
through the use of digital bill-
boards and press releases to 
solicit help from the public in 

identifying and locating the 
man they dubbed the “Grand-
dad Bandit.”

On August 2, the Norfolk 
FBI Field Office received 
information from a tipster iden-
tifying Mara as the robber and 
provided, among other things, 
photographs. These were com-
pared with surveillance foot-
age and investigators allegedly 
found consistent key identi-
fiers between the surveillance 
images and the photographs 
of Mara, including a hat, eye-
glasses, and wrist watch that 
appear to be identical.

Mara was charged by crimi-
nal complaint of committing 
bank robbery. If convicted, he 
faces 20 years in prison.

This case is being investi-
gated by the FBI.  Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Roderick Young 
is prosecuting the case on 
behalf of the United States.

Charges contained in the 
criminal complaint are merely 
accusations, and the defendant 
is presumed innocent unless 
and until proven guilty.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Granddad Bandit accused of 
robbing 25 banks is arrested

NOW BUYING
broken and unwanted gold jewelry

platinum and diamonds
gold and silver bullion

old coins and coin collections
sterling flatware and sterling pieces

top prices are paid on your unwanted or 
damaged items!!

50 EAST CHURCH
50 east church street in Kilmarnock
Private in home appointments available

CALL

435-8722

LANCASTER COUNTY CRIME SOLVERS

Vaughan to stand
trial in Baltimore

by Audrey Thomasson

For Information On Display Or Directory Advertising
Call 435-1701 or FAX it to us 435-2632
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Photo by Judy Ripley

Focal Point

Sifting sands
Miranda Wezner, the granddaughter of Fred and Judy 
Ripley of Lancaster, sifts sand in search of prehistoric 
shark’s teeth along the Potomac River at Westmoreland 
State Park. The new Ranger’s station is about to open 
with informative displays on the artifacts found eroded 
from the sandstone cliffs.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com subject line 
Focal Point. 

When someone dies we often hear that 
the world is a better place for his or 

her efforts. It is a nice tribute, which should 
be applicable to everyone, but sadly it is not. 
One person who quite literally deserves that 
accolade is Bob Wetherington, a quiet and 
humble man who lived inconspicuously in 
Weems, but whose impact on the world at 
large was truly global.

Bob spent his entire adult life working 
to make the world a safer place in which to 
live. His focus was on combating crime at 
all levels.  He addressed more issues related 
to preventing and solving crime than most 
people ever knew existed. He spent 30 years 
with the Virginia State Police, where he rose 
to many high offices, and then the last 23 
as a teacher and consultant in countries all 
across the globe where he directed his efforts 
towards understanding and outwitting the 
most sophisticated criminal minds.

As technology made international crime 
and terrorism more complex and difficult to 
combat, Bob was not merely “in” the front 
lines of defense, he was the front line itself. 
He had a penetratingly logical mind, and 
applied his gifts towards knowing what ter-
rorists would do before they would them-
selves, and being ready to prevent or respond 
with alacrity and strength.  

He spoke of his work without ever focus-

ing on himself. He was not flamboyant, and 
preferred to live simply, that is, if constant 
travel to points from Indonesia to Jordan to 
India for month-long training sessions was 
simple, punctuated with those brief intervals 
at his home, where he could enjoy being free 
of the demands of his work, spending time 
on the water, going to church, and living qui-
etly with his wife, Nancy. I deliberately use 
the word “demands,” rather than “pressure,” 
because Bob never showed any signs of ten-
sion or nervosity about what he did. He had 
a job to do, and 
along with his 
innate modesty, 
he knew he was 
the best person 
to do it.

In his case 
the commit-
ment was total 
and lifelong. His retirement from the State 
Police merely shifted his work environment 
from the Commonwealth to the world at 
large. He did not need fame, and he eschewed 
it all his life, for to him, it only would serve to 
impede the success of the assignment at hand, 
regardless of what or where it was.

He was the great authority on arson, hos-
tage-taking, terrorism, smuggling, drug-traf-
ficking and every other form of grave crimi-

nality. He realized that all similar profes-
sionals needed him, thus he never “retired.” 
He also knew that America could not police 
the world, hence he sought to train native 
law enforcement personnel in distant lands 
to know what he did in order to make them 
effective allies in the war on terrorism.

When he received a diagnosis of leukemia, 
he kept on working, scheduling his treatments 
around travel to all corners of the earth. He 
was in Jordan several weeks ago when he fell 
ill again, and had to return home. This time, 

sadly, he met 
an enemy 
over which 
even he could 
not triumph, 
and Wednes-
day, August 
11, he died, 
three and a 

half months short of his 80th birthday. Had 
he lived, at present he would have been in 
Uganda, teaching the native police how to do 
their work.

As he would have wished, in life the gen-
eral public did not know what he did with 
his retirement years, but with his passing, he 
achieved the fame that he carefully eluded 
throughout his career. He knew that he was 
best at his task, with as few people as possible 

in the public square knowing anything about 
him. He did not need fame, and he eschewed 
it all his life, for to him, it only would serve to 
impede the success of the assignment at hand, 
regardless of what or where it was.

Bob was at home in any venue, a gifted 
conversationalist, a deep thinker, a profound 
analyst, and a complete gentleman. To those 
he knew he would describe some of what he 
did with a quality of detachment that left the 
listener intrigued and in awe that this pleasant 
and charming individual had done, and was 
doing, so much on the world scene for the 
betterment of civilization as we know it.  

Truly the world as it moves along today is 
in a safer position than it has been because 
of Bob Wetherington, a man who lived in 
Weems, and clipped the nerve strings of 
international terrorism for the good of man-
kind everywhere. His fellow police officers 
could have no finer example of honor and 
integrity than Bob, for his was an extraordi-
nary life, and one day when his deeds receive 
the recognition that he eschewed in life, per-
haps we shall see a Virginia historical marker 
by Woodlawn Cemetery in Kilmarnock pro-
claiming the presence of the grave of this 
great and good man.   

Walter Robert “Bob” Wetherington, 
November 28, 1930 – August 11, 2010.  
R.I.P.

He did not need fame, and he eschewed it 
all his life, for to him, it only would serve 
to impede the success of the assignment at 
hand, regardless of what or where it was.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Mariah, the kids and I just spent some time 
over on Virginia’s Eastern Shore—it is 

where Mariah is from—doing the ordinary things 
one does as a dad on vacation:  pulling splinters 
(“It is best to wear shoes next time you are on the 
dock…”), and picking up pizza.

In the course of these ordinary things, I noticed 
something remarkable...ordinary Americans.

As I was driving north up the main highway to 
pick up a pizza, I happened to notice a bicyclist 
with a bicycle trailer heading south.  And, behold, 
when I returned with the pizza, the bicyclist was 
on the side of the road fiddling with his tire.

I stopped to see if I could help and, to make a 
long story short, I had bumped into a father/son 
team who were out running.  That is, they were 
running from Maine to Florida.

 Yes, this team of Roger and Hogan Marquis 
from Old Town, Maine, were running 1,400 miles 
to help raise money for cancer research.  They 
were making about 50 miles a day with the father, 
Roger, running about 28-31 miles and the son cov-
ering the balance. They had 28 days to make the 
distance.

 Their story was remarkable.  I offered Hogan 
and his dad a place to stay in the spare bedroom 
of where we were staying…it is sort of the least 
we could do for folks who on foot were covering 
more distance than I care to drive.

They dubbed this their “Wicked Long Run” and, 
what is most remarkable to me is in addition to 
each essentially running a marathon every day for 

a month, they are providing all the logistics them-
selves. The person who wasn’t running would ride 
the bicycle and be support, research logistics and 
charge phone batteries at fast food places.  

 Most nights they are camping behind gas sta-
tions or in fields. They plan their route by their 
smart phones. They buy their Gatorade at stores 
along the way.

 While their mission is quite remarkable, Roger 
and Hogan in many ways are simply ordinary 
folks. Roger does quality control at a GE plant 
that makes turbine rotors in Maine. Hogan is in 
his final year of college studying  to be a teacher.

 The next morning, after driving Roger and 
Hogan to the starting point, I went to get a cup 
of coffee.  I starting talking to the proprietor of 
the coffee shop and discovered that she had two 
master degrees in fisheries management and knew 
a heck of a lot of practical information about fish 
populations.  She had served as the mid-Atlantic 
director of the National Marine Fisheries Depart-
ment.  After having gotten frustrated with years of 
the federal government’s proclivity to cherry pick 
data that paints an overly pessimistic picture, she 
quit and started a business.

 This country is filled with everyday people 
doing amazing and remarkable things.  One day, I 
believe our politics will start to meet the quality of 
the people who make up the body politic. 

 But until then, we all need to be a little patient 
and focus on the ordinary, yet remarkable, people 
around us.

(Reprints from the August 19, 
1910, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)
Irvington

Wade Croxton returned from 
Richmond Wednesday, where he 
has been all summer.

J. T. Rilee was in Baltimore on 
business this week.

Capt. W. L. Messick is having 
acetylene lights put into his 
house.

Sterling Tull returned Monday 
night from an 11-day visit to rel-
atives in Pocomoke, Md.

Harry Hammonds has 
accepted a position on the South-
side Sentinel, Urbanna, and 
began work Monday.

Miss Virginia Lee arrived 
Wednesday from Pittsburg to 
visit her cousins, Misses Grace 
and Rubenette Lee.
Ocran

Mrs. M. J. Squires returned 
home last week from Good 
Ground, N.Y., where she has 
been spending the summer.

J. H. Tadlock of Windsor, 
N.C., spent last week with his 
son, M.N. Tadlock. Mr. Tadlock 
had as his guests his sister, Mrs. 
Walter Hancock, her husband 
and two children, of Scotland 
Neck, N.C.

Clarence Squires spent Sunday 

and Monday in Norfolk having 
his eyes treated.

Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Bellows and 
J. T. Morris and family spent sev-
eral days at Marvin Grove Camp 
last week.
Pinckardsville

After four weeks or more of 
protracted drought, Sunday night 
brought sweet, refreshing show-
ers until we had rain a plenty, and 
the young farmer is smiling as 

his prospects brighten.
Messrs. Lankford and Bro. 

seem to be doing a thriving busi-
ness in their little store and black-
smith shop down on the corner; 
and several persons have brought 
small lots of land around there 
and are making many improve-
ments.
Weems

T.M. Anderson of Baltimore 
County, Md., is spending this 

week at the home of W. A. Ball.
W. J. Abbott is receiving treat-

ment at a Baltimore hospital 
where he has been for some 
time.

Mrs. Hughes, of Coan, is visit-
ing her son, S. J. Hughes, at this 
place.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Last week came to a great 
close as I visited with the 

Hampton VA Medical Center 
on Friday and spoke with the 
men and women in uniform 
who have sacrificed for our 
nation.

They are a true inspiration, 
as we all recognize their ser-
vice and sacrifice to defend 
our nation and their efforts 
past and present in locations 
across the world to keep us 
safe. I was pleased to have the 
opportunity to spend time with 
them to talk about their expe-
rience at the Hampton Center.

I want to make sure our 
heroes are getting the top notch 
medical care they have earned 
and deserve, and I will con-
tinue to monitor the facility to 
make sure they are receiving 
the best service and care.

 Earlier in the week, veter-
ans in Fredericksburg had the 
chance to speak at my Veter-
ans’ Town Hall at the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 3103. 
We had a great conversation 
on a range of important issues, 
including the recent passage of 
defense-related legislation—
specifically, the war supple-

mental funding for operations 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the 
annual military construction 
and veterans spending bill, 
and the National Defense 
Authorization Act, which sets 
our nation’s defense policy 
and priorities each year.

We also had a good discus-
sion and solid feedback on a 
number of issues with the Vet-
erans’ Administration regard-
ing health care and TRICARE 
resources for our veterans, 
retirees and their families. I 
will host a second Veterans’ 
Town Hall in Williamsburg. 
For location information, visit 
wittman.house.gov.

 Thursday’s visits brought 
me to two of our seafood pro-
cessors in the First District. 
The morning visit was to Kel-
lum’s Seafood in Weems, and 
I also visited Amory’s Seafood 
in Hampton. These fact-find-
ing visits brought to light the 
struggles that these businesses 
are facing in the aftermath of 
the Gulf oil spill.

A recent study released 
by the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science estimates over 
$11 million in losses to the 

Virginia oyster industry. As a 
result, I sent a letter to Gov. 
McDonnell encouraging a 
federal disaster declaration to 
help the industry recover from 
these losses. 

 The Gulf disaster has also 
turned our attention to our 
own waters, and how impor-
tant they are in so many ways.

On Wednesday, I penned an 
editorial in The Daily Press 
highlighting the need for 
action on the restoration of 
the Chesapeake Bay. The bay 
is a treasure to the Common-
wealth, rich in heritage and 
also a driver of our economy.  

We’ve seen successes, with 
the rebound of the blue crab 
population and the increasing 
resiliency of the oyster popu-
lation. But we must turn atten-
tion to the long-term health of 
the bay.

I’m proud to help lead the 
charge to restore the bay, and 
will continue to bring all sides 
to the table to find common 
ground. The restoration of the 
bay will have lasting positive 
economic and quality of life 
effects and it’s important to 
get it right.

YESTERYEAR

Fiction
or Fact 

by Robert Mason Jr. 
Is it news yet?
Ever wonder why some things 

make it into the newspaper and 
others don’t?

Me too, and I’ve got a front 
row seat. In fact, it’s my call 
most of the time.

Some might think it has to 
do with the cookies. Bring me  
homemade chocolate chip, oat-
meal raisin, old fashion sugar, 
snickerdoodles, peanut butter, 
just about anything fresh from 
the oven and your items or 
photos will get in the paper.

I’m kidding of course. Really 
I am. I wish it were that simple. 

Sweets may not get you in 
the news, but they do guarantee 
placement. A cherry pie will get 
you on the front page above the 
fold.

Kidding, again.
When it comes to copy, it 

has more to do with signifi-
cance, accuracy, truthfulness, 
objectivity, balance, readership, 
timeliness, geography, purpose, 
motive, value, sensitivity,  reli-
ability, credibility, clarity, con-
ciseness, redundancy and avail-
able space.

The goal is to maintain a 
sense of inclusiveness. As a 
community newspaper editor, 
I want to print everything that 
comes across my desk. 

Some things just aren’t appro-
priate.  

When it comes to photos, it 
helps if they are in focus, taste-
ful and high quality.

 Keep them new. As soon as I 
run one osprey photo, I receive 
10 more for publication. Wait a 
few weeks and we’ll work it into 
the rotation.

Look to your right. That’s the 
first child playing in the tide, 
in front of a cliff I’ve seen in 
a while. I’m sure we’ve run a 
similar picture in the past. The 
time was right. 

Here are a few guidelines.
Always identify who is in the 

photo.
We need first and last names. 

Mr. and Mrs. are not first names.
No photos of people standing 

in front of a sign, or holding a 
sign.

Copy should cover the basics: 
Who, what, when, where, why 
and how?

Attribute statements in your 
news releases to an authoritative 
source and include a title or con-
nection.

Keep those cookies coming.
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DOES THIS LOOK LIKE A 
BOATHOUSE TO YOU?  

Would you object to it by your house?

                           
   If you do not think this should be defi ned as a boathouse and do not object to its use in our County waters, please consider 
signing the petition below.  The current defi nition of a private boathouse and the proposed amendment is shown below.
   Petition to Amend Current Lancaster County Land Development Code Part 1, Defi nitions:  Private Boathouse.  The current defi ni-
tion of a private boathouse is “a structure or device, fl oating or temporary fi xed, that encloses a boat and in so doing, increases the 
profi le of the boat by any amount.  Placement of private boathouses is prohibited.”
The proposal to be brought before the Planning Commission, and later the Board of Supervisors is to not change the current defi ni-
tion but simply to add the following wording to clarify the defi nition as follows:  
   “A fl oating boat lift cover consisting of poles at or near the four corners, a roof frame with removable cloth cover and the total 
roof area being no more than 360 square feet and a vertical cross section of the roof system being  20” or less, the top of which 
does not extend above 10.5’ above the water level at any time, will be considered to be a ‘covered boat slip’.  A covered boat slip 
is allowed but will require compliance with applicable Virginia codes and a Lancaster County permit and will require written letters 
of acceptance from neighbors.”
   If you are a Lancaster County Resident and agree with the above amendment which will allow many residents to protect 
their boat investment, please come to the Planning Commission meeting tonight at the District Court at 7:00 pm.  If you can-
not come to the meeting but agree with the amendment, please sign the ad and indicate your favorability and fax it to Ken Knull at 
Yankee Point Marina at 804-462-6225 or mail it to 1303 Oak Hill Road, Lancaster, VA 22503. Thank you for your consideration.

         Signature

 not object to its use in our County waters, please consider 
                           

If you do not think this should be defi ned as a boathouse and do

Bluff Point Development
Major Changes to our community

County-wide precedent

Learn: www.BluffPointVA.com
 www.co.northumberland.va.us 

Come:  Public Hearing
August 26, 2010 at 7 p.m.

Northumberland HS Auditorium

Ask:  Your County Supervisor to
Just Vote NO to the Special Exception!
Paid for by Concerned Citizens for Preserving Bluff Point Environmental Wetlands
Pete & Barbara Kauneckas          protectbluffpoint@gmail.com

Lunch will be provided.

State Senator’s Report

by Sen. Richard Stuart 

In 2008, I submitted a bill (Senate Bill 
153) which requires the Common-

wealth Transportation Commissioner 
to establish a program whereby nonvi-
olent offenders who have a suspended 
sentence or who are on probation may 
be put to work mowing rights-of-way 
or performing other landscaping tasks 
for which the Virginia Department of 
Transportation is responsible.  

On August 9, state roadside manager 
Brian Waymack gave a very informa-
tive presentation in Essex County about 
the Community Service Landscaping 
Program.  

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
and a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) will be established between 
VDOT and the Virginia Department of 

Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) to 
encourage and enhance the develop-
ment of the program for implementation 
at  community-based probation sites. 

Local probationers ages 18 and older 
who have been convicted of nonviolent 
misdemeanor offenses and placed on pro-
bation, or those charged with nonviolent 
misdemeanor offenses but provided pro-
bation as a condition of a deferred pro-
ceeding; and offenders who have been 
court ordered to perform community ser-
vice in lieu of fines and costs, or in lieu 
of restitution as a condition of probation 
may be approved to work at VDOT sites 
to perform court ordered community ser-
vice as a condition of their probations.  

Some of the work duties include 
mowing, landscaping, brush cutting, tree 

removal, cleaning of stormwater basins, 
washing equipment, moving files, remov-
ing illegal signs on rights-of-way, picking 
up litter, snow removal, painting, clean-
ing drainage pipes, assisting with cyclic 
tree pruning reviews and identifying risk 
trees for removal.

I am proud of this bill. It helps VDOT 
with its workload and gives the proba-
tioner an opportunity to help beautify 
and take pride in the community. It 
helps the probationer understand there 
are consequences to one’s actions and 
also gives one the dignity and self 
respect that comes from hard work. 

This is a common-sense approach to 
financial constraints regarding trans-
portation. If we can save money on 
maintenance, we can spend it on roads.

YOUR LETTERS

According to the Lancaster 
comprehensive plan, “Lancaster 
County is a coastal community 
that has... approximately 330 
miles of tidal shoreline.”  

According to virginia.org, 
“The county is an unique com-
munity with a shoreline of almost 
290 miles and many marinas and 
charter boats.”  

Clearly, Lancaster is proud of 
and values its shoreline, claim-
ing it is 14 percent bigger than 
the State of Virginia says it is.

However, Lancaster is far from 
water-activity friendly.  

First, the comprehensive plan 
says, “It should be resolved that 
the following will be achieved 
by calendar year 2011: 1) A 
launching ramp on the Corroto-
man River proper; 2) A launch-
ing ramp on Carter’s Creek; 3) 
A launching ramp on the lower 
Rappahannock River; 4) A 
public beach or expanded exist-
ing beach at the eastern end of 
the  county, or in as close a prox-
imity as possible to the popu-
lation centers of Kilmarnock, 
White Stone, and Irvington; 5) A 
launching ramp on Chesapeake 
Bay and/or a ramp on one of 
the creeks or other water bodies 
within two miles of the bay.”

With 18 weeks to go, I give the 
county a grade of “F.” We have 
the money.

Second, Lancaster increased 
the personal property tax on 
boats by 34 percent, to $2.04 
per $100 of assessed value from 
$1.52, in spite of the recommen-
dation by G. Sonny Thomas, the 
county elected Commissioner 
of the Revenue, that the tax 
be lowered to $1 to attract and 
maintain more boaters who buy 
local goods and services. With 
a 2011 surplus of $3,587,099, 
they don’t need the revenue. This 
is not boater or marina or jobs 
friendly.

Third, boathouses are allowed 
by Sec. 26-58., Code of Ordi-
nances Lancaster, Va., June 25, 
2009, which has “Permitted uses 
and activities. The following uses 
of and activities in wetlands are 
authorized if otherwise permitted 
by law: (1) The construction and 
maintenance of noncommercial 
catwalks, piers, boathouses, boat 
shelters...and other similar struc-
tures, provided that such struc-
tures are so constructed on pil-
ings as to permit the reasonably 
unobstructed flow of the tide and 
preserve the natural contour of 
the wetlands.”

But a contradictory Lancaster 
Zoning Ordnance Article (1) 
Definitions states: “Private boat-
house - A structure or device, 
floating or temporarily fixed, that 
encloses a boat and, in so doing, 
increases the profile of the boat 
by any amount. Placement of pri-
vate boathouses is prohibited.”

Now a local marina operator 
has requested a modification 
to the  zoning ordinance at the 
planning commission meeting, 
Thursday, August 19, at 7 p.m. 
at the courthouse. Ken Knull of 
Yankee Point Marina Inc., seeks 
to change the definition of “pri-
vate boathouse” in Article 1 Def-
initions by adding:

“A floating boat lift cover con-
sisting of poles at or near the 
four corners, a roof frame with 
removable cloth cover and the 
total roof system having a cross 
section of 20 inches or less, the 
top of which does not extend 
above 10.5 feet above the water 
level, is not considered a private 
boathouse.”

Mr. Knull has a financial inter-
est in modifying the current defi-
nition  prohibiting boathouses. 
That is fine. He sells a line of 
floating storage for boats, which 
would benefit from a cover. That 
helps him, the county through 
sales and personal property taxes, 
and the boater. Sun and weather 

The Northumberland board 
of supervisors could vote on 
Bluff Point LLC’s request 
for a special exception for a 
planned unit development as 
early as August 26. The pro-
posed development will have 
major impacts on county land 
use, water use, and traffic, 
and sets a precedent for other 
developments in the county. 
County staff recently publi-
cized possible conditions for 
approval of this project; visit 
co.northumberland.va.us.

 Disappointingly, the con-
ditions do not address citizen 
concerns expressed at a March 
17 hearing, such as zoning, 
transfer of development rights, 
dredging, and fire and safety. 
The conditions are quite flex-
ible, reflecting the developer’s 
submittal plan, and do not 
require the developer to respect 
the C-1 zoning of an environ-
mentally sensitive area. They 
allow him to treat two separate 
land parcels as one for the pur-
poses of his development.  

We question the value of 
Northumberland’s compre-
hensive plan and zoning regu-
lations if these can be disre-
garded by a special excep-
tion, approved by the board of 
supervisors, which defeats the 
whole purpose of the plan and 
zoning.  

Land preserved for conser-
vation, open spaces, low traffic 
density, and a rural way of life 
may soon be things of the past 
with the approval of this special 
exception. The exception could 
be applied to other county con-
servation areas, thereby reduc-
ing the limited amount of con-
servation-zoned land.  

We urge the board of super-
visors to vote no to the special 
exception for a planned unit 
development at Bluff Point.

Pete and Barbara Kauneckas, 
Kilmarnock

County is not
boater friendly

take a costly toll on boats, just 
like on cars.

However, if the Lancaster 
planning commission and/or 
the board of supervisors were to 
entertain this modification, they 
should repeal the entire zoning 
ordnance and allow boathouses. 
This would benefit all boaters, 
not just a few. Boathouse size 
and design can be controlled 
by architectural review, as in 
Carter’s Creek and other areas. 
They enhance property values, 
thus increase tax revenue to the 
county. And finally, they make 
our water county with 330 miles 
of coastline more architecturally 
interesting.

George Bott,
Lancaster

Vote no on Bluff
Point exception

Now let me see if I get this 
straight.

People on the right are saying 
they don’t want the Muslims 
to build a mosque two blocks 
away from the northeast corner 
of the World Trade Center site 
because Muslims are the face 
of the 9/11 attack.

Well, hello, who are the 
people that this country has 
sacrificed over 4,400 of our 
military personnel in Iraq and 
1,300 in Afghanistan as of 
today to provide a better life 
for? 

It’s not the pink purple people 
eaters. They’re Muslims. Who 
are the people helping us in 
the battle over terrorism? Mus-
lims.

The hypocrisy is laughable.
 Barry R Mandell,

Weems

More hypocrisy

Get to the point: 
Please keep letters to a 
maximum of 300 words.
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Celebrating 25 Years of Service

�e September and October concerts are partially supported by funding from the Virginia 
Commission for the Arts. �e public is invited to join RWC residents for the September 
and November performances. All events will be held on the campus at RWC, 132 Lancaster 
Drive just outside the village of Irvington. A pre-concert reception will begin at 6:00 p.m., 
followed by the performance at 7:00 p.m. Separate reservations are required, and may be 
made two weeks in advance. �ose wishing to attend the performance by the Tidewater 
Guitar Orchestra may call 804-438-4000 beginning August 30, 2010.

Silver Second Saturdays  
Concert Series

Silver Second Saturdays is a concert series sponsored by Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury as part of our 25th anniversary celebration. Nationally acclaimed  
musicians based in our region will perform on the second Saturday of each month 
from September through November. Our exciting line-up of performers includes:

Tidewater Guitar Orchestra
A rich repertoire of contemporary classical  

compositions featuring Central and South American music
Saturday, September 11, 2010

Open to the Public

Brass 5
A wide array of classical, jazz, Dixieland, country and rock

Saturday, October 9, 2010
For RWC Residents and �eir Guests

Risa Renae Harman
Selections from classical and contemporary operas

Saturday, November 13, 2010
Open to the Public

Admission Charge: Benefit to Support the  
RWC Foundation’s Fellowship Program

10-RWC-102.SilverSaturdays-RR-SS.8-16.indd   1 8/16/10   12:29:30 PM

I read something recently 
which was disturbing.

According to a study con-
ducted by the Heritage Founda-
tion entitled “Annual Depen-
dency Index,” the dependency of 
Americans on government has 
increased by 31 percent in the 
last eight years.  Obamacare will 
increase this trend many fold.

The law makes every Ameri-
can a permanent, lifelong depen-
dent of the federal government.

Is this what we want?  What 
happened to the land of the free 
and the home of the brave?  Is it 
already too late to reclaim our 
heritage?

Mary Alice Marks, 
Kilmarnock

This is just one basic knuckle-
dragging guy’s opinion. I com-
pletely fail to understand why 
an elected President of the U.S. 
has determined that the execu-
tive branch must involve itself in 
local issues of a clearly volatile 
nature. 

There are numerous levels of 
local, state and Constitutional 
administration which need to 
run their legal course before 
they become fodder for the bully 
pulpit of the president. Certainly 
there are legitimate local and 
Constitutional concerns about 
where a community chooses to 
build a house of worship or a 
religious denominationally-ori-
ented community center. 

New York City has numerous 
layers of government institutions 
together with New York State 
oversight to regulate zoning, con-
struction and historical preserva-
tion issues. This is not to mention 
the numerous layers of judicial 
oversight and opportunities for 
redress of legitimate grievances. 
Yet, the president chooses to by-
pass these processes developed 
over centuries. In one mighty 
swirl, his sword comes down 
cutting off legitimate concerns 
and interests of local citizens.

 Perhaps the president will call 
another beer summit as he did 
after humiliating his office by 
calling a local police sergeant 
and police department stupid 
and wrong for doing their jobs 
in protecting the life and prop-
erty of an ungrateful, belliger-
ent Harvard professor, who just 
happened to be his friend. I can’t 
even imagine who he would 
invite to this table. 

What I completely fail to 
understand is where he finds the 
time and emotional capital to 
invest when his job is to protect, 
encourage and promote policy 
to create jobs, business capital, 

Last week, I had the oppor-
tunity to distribute information 
about recycling at the annual 
meeting of the Northern Neck 
Electric Cooperative. Since the 
meeting’s theme was “Energy 
Efficiency,” I put together a dis-
play that focused on the energy 
efficiency of recycling.  

While I had seen the num-
bers before, that focus was a 
real eye-opener. Recycling alu-
minum cans saves 95 percent of 
the energy required to make the 
same amount of aluminum from 
raw resources. In 1995, alumi-
num companies saved over 20.6 
million barrels of oil or 12.3 bil-
lion kilowatt-hours of electricity. 
Recycling one ton of aluminum 
saves 40 barrels of oil, enough 
electricity to power the typical 
home for 10 years. Yet, more 
than one million tons of alumi-
num containers and packaging 
are thrown away each year.

Recycled paper uses 75 per-
cent less energy than virgin pulp.  
Recycling one ton of paper saves 
enough energy to power the 
average American home for six 
months or enough oil to run the 
average car for 1,260 miles. Yet, 
4.5 million tons of office paper 
alone is thrown away each year 
in the U.S.   

Producing new plastic prod-
ucts from recycled materials uses 
66 percent less energy than is 
required to make products from 
raw materials. Recycling one ton 
of plastic saves 16 barrels of oil. 
Yet only 27 percent of plastic 
bottles were recycled in 2008.

Recycling one ton of glass 
saves five gallons of gas or 42 
kilowatt hours (kwh) of energy. 
But only 28.1 percent of all 
glass containers were recycled 
in 2007.

The recycling of cardboard, 
by comparison to other materi-
als, is a real success story with 
78.3 percent recovered in 2007. 
Recycling cardboard saves 24 
percent of the energy needed for 
producing virgin cardboard and 
recycling one ton of cardboard 
saves 1.1 barrels of oil, or 390 
kwh of energy. 

We know recycling protects 
the environment and I know it 
saves my county, Northumber-
land County, dollars budgeted 
for waste management. But 
perhaps it takes an event like 
the BP oil spill, in  conjunction 
with ongoing discussions of off-

It is now some 40 years since 
the Nixon Administration set 
us on a track of annual budget 
deficits, with very few budget 
surplus years since. Some seven 
years ago, conservative Republi-
cans began to voice their alarm, 
and in 2009 the Tea Party formed, 
primarily around the twin issues 
of bloated government and defi-
cits. Increasingly, Democratic 
politicians are now adding their 
voices to the urgent demands for 
deficit reduction.

With such unanimity the 
search is on for the means to start 
bringing deficits under control. 
So far three avenues have been 
promoted concerning the issue. 
Each shows the tendency of poli-
ticians to use crisis to implement 
pre-existing, often ideological 
agendas.

Our Social Security program is 
being painted as a way to reduce 
deficits. But it is neither part of 
the federal budget, nor can it 
pay out benefits not covered by 
its current income or its reserve 
surplus. The need is real to adjust 
the program to anticipate that 
point in the future when income 
and reserves together are insuf-
ficient (projected to occur in the 
2030s). But any such adjustment 
will not affect our deficits now or 
later one iota.

A bipartisan consensus favors 
extending the Bush tax cuts for 
another two years, in hopes of 
aiding our shaky economic recov-
ery. How? From 2001 through 
pre-recession 2007, jobs and 
income growth were the weakest 
since World War II. Yet, by 2003 
the Bush cuts had doubled our 
deficit. Last year they tripled it. 
Why would anyone now want to 
quadruple it?

Some would repeal the Health 
Care Reform Act. Savings? 5.5 
percent of the cost of extending 
the Bush tax cuts for two years, 
making 18 steps backwards for 

I am writing in reference to 
the Delegate’s Report by Albert 
Pollard. I would like to voice 
my support about whether the 
state parks have the authority to 
restrict water activities in public 
water.

I am a frequent visitor at Belle 
Isle State Park. I have discovered 
it is a wonderful place for my 
grandchildren to enjoy being in 
the water. A sign is posted near 
the beach entrance that states 
only wading is permitted, no 
swimming is allowed.

This summer as we walked to 
the beach area, a park employee 
charged after us to inform us that 
no swimming was permitted. 
In all honesty I was somewhat 
offended and surprised by the 
attitude of the park employee.

On another occasion my 
daughter and I were sitting in 
beach chairs at the water’s edge. 
My son-in-law was in the water 
playing with my grandchildren. 
My daughter had remarked 
about what a wonderful place it 
was for family fun.

As we sat there, a park official 
began shouting at my son-in-law. 
No one was swimming, he was 
merely playing with the grand-
children and in total control of 
the situation.

Needless to say, after we were 
unnecessarily scolded by the park 
official we packed up our things 
and a beautiful family experi-
ence came to an abrupt end.

Normally I don’t enjoy being a 
wave-maker, but I definitely feel 
the park administration is over-
stepping its authority. I believe 
Del. Pollard should continue to 
pursue this issue. Citizens should 
be allowed to enjoy the Rappah-
annock River without the harass-
ment of the park officials.

Billie A. Whitt
Wicomico Church

I want to compliment you on 
the excellent section of your 
paper that was a review of the 
Fire Department and their yearly 
carnival. I have grown up with 
both of them in my life from as 
far back as I can remember.

I purchased extra copies of the 
Record in order to get this excel-
lent article to send to friends 
away from here who visited in 
our home at carnival time and 

In last week’s letters to the 
editor, a citizen of Lancaster 
County mentioned the unaccept-
able condition of the county’s 
animal shelter.

The residents of Lancaster 
County use other resources for 
adoption and care of homeless 
animals.

The Animal Welfare League, 
who offers financial support 
through their spay and neuter-
ing program and their volunteers 
who foster and care for aban-
doned homeless dogs, puppies, 
cats and kittens, is not associated 
with the county. These people 
are the blessing for the animals 
in Lancaster County.

Also, the animal shelter in 
Northumberland is a county 
asset because of the many volun-
teers who financially contribute 
and devote their time to help at 
the facility.

Residents of Northumber-
land, like those in Mathews and 
Gloucester, are very proud of 
their shelters. The leaders of 
these organizations and facilities 
work together to resolve regional 
issues, like finding opportunities 
for puppies to transport north, 
where unwanted puppies are not 
available, because of regulated 
leash laws.

In 2008, the Lancaster County 
Shelter intake was 590; adopted, 
65; euthanized, 429. For  the 
Westmoreland County Shelter, 
intake was 784; adopted, 218; 
euthanized, 372. For Northum-
berland County Shelter, intake 
was 372; adopted, 226; and euth-
anized, 62.

The animal control officers, a 
staff of two in Lancaster County, 
do the best they can with given 
resources, including time. They 
make endless trips to the vets with 
injured or sick animals. They are 
always on the road responding 
to emergency situations. And, 
most importantly, they continue 
to take time from their every-day 

YOUR LETTERS
Dependency
index rises

President cuts off
legitimate concerns

small business development, 
reduction of our immense tax 
burden and unfathomable deficit,  
along with protecting our young 
men and women who stand 
between us and desolation.

 Garrett L. Howard,
Heathsville

Recycling is
energy efficient

shore oil drilling and the need 
for alternative sources of fuel, 
to focus attention on the energy 
efficiency of recycling. Energy 
efficiency can reduce the amount 
of imported oil and improve 
America’s trade balance.

During World War II, all 
Americans exerted every effort 
to recycle materials and reduce 
energy needed to support the 
war effort. Today we hear a lot 
about individual rights, but little 
about individual responsibility. 
At no cost and with little effort, 
recycling affords each of us an 
opportunity to make a positive 
difference in America’s future.  
Perhaps it is time to ask those 
who don’t recycle why they 
don’t. 

Margie Rankin,
Heathsville

Deficit disorder

every step forward.
Tea Party candidates may be 

our best hope for junking such 
unrealistic political behavior and 
formulating some actual deficit 
reduction plans. America needs 
you!

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Making waves

Recognize the
old guys too

Shelter visits
must be positive

duties to represent the abused, 
neglected animals in court.

If Lancaster officials deter-
mine there is not enough money 
to maintain a modern day shel-
ter that focuses on meeting the 
needs of county animals and are 
not willing to enter into a formal 
agreement to receive financial 
and other support from volun-
teers, then another option should 
be considered. This option is to 
outsource the facility to a well-
maintained existing shelter, i.e. 
Northumberland, Mathews and 
Gloucester.

Those who love animals 
choose to not visit substandard 
shelters. Parents will avoid 
taking their children to adopt 
a pet, if they think the experi-
ence will not be positive. For a 
shelter to be successful, it has 
to be appealing and focused on 
getting the animals adopted by 
offering flexible adoption times 
and publicity about the animals 
available; otherwise no one will 
go there.

Someone in Lancaster County 
needs to put this issue on the 
front burner.

Gwen Keane,
Kilmarnock

Are you a veteran of America’s 
armed forces, or is there a veteran 
in your family? The Record is 
collecting photos of all veterans 
from Lancaster, Northumber-
land and Richmond counties to 
be included in a special Veteran’s 
Day salute.

Veteran’s Day in 2010 falls 
on the Record’s publication day, 
November 11, and we are making 
a special effort that day to recog-
nize all those from our area who 
have served in uniform. And 
that’s the photo we would like — 
you or your family member in the 
Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force or 
Coast Guard uniform worn while 
in service.

Tell us the name, hometown, 
dates of service and whether 
living or deceased.  Send to Veter-
ans, Rappahannock Record, P.O. 
Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, 
or bring photos to the office at 27 
N. Main Street in Kilmarnock. If 
you have a high resolution scan 
of the photo, it can be emailed to 
editor@RRecord.com. The dead-
line is October 22.

All photos will be returned. 
Include a self-addressed enve-
lope for mailing or stop by the 
office any weekday after Novem-
ber 11.

are very familiar with this orga-
nization.

It would have been nice, how-
ever, if the article had recognized 
the “old boys” who worked dili-
gently over the years and laid 
the foundation to make the Fire 
Department and the carnival 
what they are today. The same 
goes for all the women who pre-
pared, cooked and sold the ham-
burgers and hot dogs each night 
of the carnival, year after year.

True, these folks are not 
around today to receive the 
thanks and praise of which they 
are so deserving, but it would 
have been nice if they had been 
remembered and mentioned.

Nancy Haydon-Hughes
Painter Point Road

Veterans’
photos
wanted


