
Carnival Times
Celebrating 75 years of the Kilmarnock 

Volunteer Fire Department Firemen’s Festival

The smell of fried 
onions and the sound 
of carousal music has 

drifted through Kilmarnock the 
fi rst week of August every year 
for 75 years. It’s the smell and 
the sound of the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department 
Firemen’s Festival. 

Started in the summer of 
1935, the carnival moved 
around town for several years 
before settling in its permanent 
home on a four-acre tract on 
Waverly Avenue. It continues 
to be the department’s biggest 
fund-raising event.

One of only two fi re depart-
ment-owned and operated 
carnivals in the state, the Kil-
marnock carnival has changed 
relatively little in 75 years.

It’s been a popular meet-and-
greet event for generations of 
Northern Neckers. Many, who 
attended the carnival as chil-
dren, now return home with 
their grandkids for carnival 
week. 

“I’m always guaranteed to 
see several old friends that I 
haven’t seen since the last car-
nival. There’s one fellow 
who always brings me 
produce from his garden,” 
said Dean Loudy, 80, of 
Kilmarnock.

Loudy moved to Lan-
caster County in 1975 to 
open a radio station, and 
although he didn’t join 
the fi re department, and 
has never been a member, 
he believes in supporting its 
efforts as a volunteer at the 
carnival.

He’s a regular at the Bingo 
stand, where he’s volunteered 
for about 30 years. The stand 
has about four or fi ve perma-
nent nightly workers of which 
Loudy is one. Those workers 
act as the bankers and number 
callers. The stand also requires 
about 10 other nightly volun-
teers, usually from local busi-
nesses. 

When Loudy started vol-
unteering at the Bingo stand, 
cards were 10 cents each. 
Gradually, the price increased 
to 25 cents a card. Now, play-
ers get one card for $1 or three 
for $2.

“Back when, you could actu-
ally win prizes,” said Loudy. 

Bingo winners, up until the 
mid ‘80s, picked from an array 

of prizes, including dishes, pots 
and pans, lamps and electron-
ics. Now the fi re department 
gets half the pot per game, and 
winners split the rest.

The carnival has always 
started on the last Thursday of 
July and runs through the fi rst 
week of August.

The Kilmarnock carnival is 
synonymous with wholesome, 
family fun. 

The games aren’t hi-tech, the 
rides are old-fashioned.

There’s always been a merry-

go-round and Ferris wheel, the 
current one — Big Eli, a refur-
bished 1964 model — was 
purchased by the department 
in 2005. It has 12 seats that 
spin high above the carnival 
grounds at one corner of the 
lot. At the opposite corner is a 
carousel of colorful horses that 
was repainted by members of 
the local art league and volun-
teers in the early 1990s. 

Longtime carnival goers 
will remember the boats and 
car children’s rides. The boats, 
tiny wooden skiffs, each had an 
engine, and puttered around a 
narrow canal fi lled with water. 
The little cars ran around a cir-
cular track. 

“The fi rst night I worked the 
car ride, one of the cars had 
a right chubby little girl in it, 
and it ran right off the track,” 
said Lester Brent, who started 

volunteering at the carnival as 
a teenager. 

His father, Lester “Henry” 
Brent, was one of the 12 char-
ter members of the fi re depart-
ment, which was founded in 
1932. 

Brent still operates one of 
the most popular games at the 
carnival, the pick-up-ducks 
game. 

A simple premise, children 
grab one of several dozen plas-
tic fl oating ducks. Each has a 
number on the underside and 

that number corresponds with 
a numbered box fi lled with 
little prizes such as rings, plas-
tic whistles, necklaces and the 
like. 

“I had a lady a couple years 
ago come over and ask if I still 
had any of the old ducks, cause 
they were shaped a little dif-
ferent than the ones we have 
now,” said Brent. “She said 
her daughter used to come to 
the carnival as a little girl and 
loved the ducks. So I looked 
around and gave one to her. 
She said how much do I owe 
you and I said you can have it. 
But she gave me a $10 dona-
tion.” 

To Brent’s surprise, the duck 
game “drew more kids last year 
than it has any other year.”

Back when Brent started 
working the stand, a chance to 
pick up a duck cost a nickel. 

75-years strong, hometown carnival
binds � re department and community

Now it’s $1 to pick up 
a duck. 

“I started volun-
teering at the ice-pick 
stand, then they moved 
me to the car ride,” said 
Brent, who will have 
been operating the 
duck stand for some 
46 years this year.

One year he volun-
teered in the cigarette 
stand, a game which 
the carnival no longer 
has. Players would 
shoot a pellet gun at 
a display of cigarettes 
and would win which-
ever pack they knocked down. 

“The young boys would 
win those cigarettes, then turn 
around and try to sell them,” 
said Brent. 

Although many of the games 
have changed, the fi remen still 
offer about 18 games around 
the grounds; some are free-
standing, but most are housed 
in one of eight permanent 
buildings. 

Other children’s games 
include the water squirt, ring 
toss, string draw, under-11-
over-21 and bean bag toss.

Adults remain occupied with 
scratch tickets, Bingo and 
the dime wheel. 

The dime wheel, of 
course, is the big draw 
for the betting man. Each 
win on the wheel means a 
ticket for the nightly prizes, 
which are donated by local 
businesses. 

Folks used to carry away 
televisions, lawn furniture, 

tables and chairs, recliners 
and the like during the nightly 
give-aways, which were always 
drawn at the carnival’s closing. 
The catch was that the winner 
had to be there when the ticket 
was drawn.

Sometimes 10 or 15 tickets 
would be drawn before there 
was a winner. 

The grand prize, always 
given away on the fi nal night of 
the carnival, has always been 
an automobile, either a car 
or truck, except for one year 
back in the early 1950s when 
the fi remen offered a choice of 
three prizes: a car, boat or air-
plane. All three were paraded 
through the streets of Kilmar-
nock as a promotion. Accord-
ing to Brent, the winner took 
the car. 

“What we used to do to sell 
the tickets,” he said, “was give 
the car to the pretty, young 
ladies and let them drive it 
around to Tappahannock, West 
Point, Warsaw and everywhere 
selling tickets. But one year, 
they drove around and used up 
all the gas and didn’t sell any 
tickets. So that put an end to 
that.”

Dot Coates was one of the 
young ladies who sold tickets. 

“But I wasn’t one of them 
who just drove around,” she 
said. “We always sold all our 
tickets. It was an easy sell. 
We’d go up to Colonial Beach, 
a bunch of young girls in a 
brand new car, and sell out of 
our tickets by lunchtime. Then 
we’d go to the beach.”

Back when Coates sold the 
tickets, they were 25 cents 
each or 5 for $1. 

Now the fi remen sell the 
tickets for $10 each. 

Some 5,000 tickets are being 
sold this year for a chance to 
win the grand prize, a 2010 
Camaro. 

The 75th annual Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire 
Department Firemen’s 

Festival opens tonight, July 29, 
and continues through August 
7 at the carnival grounds off 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmar-
nock.

The carnival will open with 
a presentation to commemorate 
the milestone, noted carnival 
president Johnny Smith. Del. Albert Pollard will present the 
fire department a related proclamation from the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

The mayor and town council also recently proclaimed July 
29 through August 7 as “Carnival Days” in the town of Kil-
marnock.

The proclamation recognizes the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department’s 80 years and thousands of hours of volun-
teer service to citizens and businesses of Kilmarnock, Lan-
caster and adjoining counties since 1930. 

The town also honored the 75th annual Kilmarnock Volun-
teer Fire Department Firemen’s Festival, calling the event a 
“treasured community jewel.” 

It takes some 200 volunteers to run the carnival each night. 
About 50 of those are firemen. 

“It’s only because of the dedication of the firemen and 
the public who volunteer that we can do this,” said Smith. 
“We have people come every night to help who really have 
nothing to do with the fire department. We can’t thank them 
enough.”

“It’s a 12-month deal,” said Smith, referring to the prepa-
ration for this year’s event. His crew began plans for the 2010 
carnival two weeks after the 2009 carnival closed.

Volunteers have been busy in recent weeks getting rides 
and game booths ready for visitors.

To celebrate the 75th season, carnival officials have added 
a few new attractions, including the Mind Winder.

“It’s basically a throw-up machine,” said carnival treasurer 
Bill Mitchell about the new ride.

The ride has 12 swings revolving around a center pole, and 
the actual seats also rotate.

Among other new amusements is the Coconut Climber, 
three slippery trees that contestants climb, Mitchell said. 

There’s also the High Striker, a pad one hits with a hammer; 
Boom Blasters, which is a contest where four balloons are 
pumped until one bursts; and the Quarterback Toss, where 
participants throw a football at a target. Engine 16 is a mini-
fire truck that gives rides around town.

The festival opens at 7 p.m. and closes at 10 p.m. nightly 
(except Sunday).

All tickets cost $1. Games such as the ring toss or pick-up-
ducks go for one ticket each turn, while rides cost one or two 
tickets, unless it’s the new rock wall, which costs f ive.

Cheeseburgers, funnel cakes, homemade French fries, hot 
dogs and other foods can be bought with tickets, or cash.

Smith also said plans are under way to gather all past f ire 
department chiefs and presidents for a reunion on the carni-
val grounds stage at some point during the 10-night run.

A year in the making,
� remen and festival
volunteers are ready
for 75th ‘Carnival Days’
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One of only two fi re department-owned and operated 
carnivals in the state, the Kilmarnock carnival has 
changed relatively little in 75 years. The Kilmarnock 
carnival is synonymous with wholesome, family fun. 
The games aren’t hi-tech, the rides are old-fashioned.

‘Carnival Days’ 
will be held July 
29 through August 
7, 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. nightly except 
Sunday. 

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

by W. Dixon Muller

Lester Brent (right) has worked the duck stand for 46 years.

Dean Loudy (right) has been volunteering at the Bingo stand for 30 years.

“Carnival Times” section 
design by Susan G. Simmons Thanks to all who contributed 

memories and photos, and to all the 
sponsors of this special section!
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Dixie M. Wood recalls....
   This is a picture taken of my sister and me at the 
carnival around the early to mid 1940s. Back then there 
was a photo booth where you could have your picture 
taken.
   I remember the merry-go-round which was run by 
the same family who traveled the carnival circuit, and 
returned each year. It was run by the husband who had 
one arm. His wife sold the tickets and his daughter 
collected the tickets from the riders.
  I remember the music playing, “The Beer Barrel 
Polka.”
    The family actually “lived” in the merry-go-round.
   I also remember the “gypsies” who told your fortune.

This is the week of the deep-fried funnel cake. A hot dog 
lavished in chili. Fries by the cup. Cotton candy, juicy 
cheeseburgers and a number of other artery-clogging 

foods that lure friends and neighbors near and far to Waverly 
Avenue each year. 

It’s carnival days in Kilmarnock. 
The annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD) 

Firemen’s Festival has meaning beyond the bright lights, rides 
and gaming booths. It is a treasured community gathering and 
the organization’s primary fund-raiser. 

Volunteer fi refi ghters are a family like many other families 
trying to make ends meet. With no guarantee of outside funding, 
they struggle to raise the funds necessary to serve the community 
effi ciently and safely while still balancing daily jobs, homes and 
families. 

Each member can easily put in 10 to 12 hours a week which 
could jump to 60 hours if we have a lot of fi res, said KVFD 
president Tom Jones, noting they responded to some 140 calls 
in 2009.

Many people don’t realize they are volunteers or that the job 
is more than fi ghting fi res. Fund raising is necessary in order to 
outfi t each fi refi ghter and help pay for equipment, tank- and fi re-
trucks, as well as the utility and fuel bills of daily operations. 

“It costs $1,500 to $2,000 to dress a man to fi ght fi res,” said 
carnival president Johnny Smith of the costs for protective cloth-
ing, helmets and boots. In addition, self-contained breathing 
apparatus costs $3,500 to $4,500 with another $500 for each 
pager used to notify members of a call. Multiply those costs by 
the 46 volunteers in the department and the numbers soar. 

According to Jones, they just completed 10 years of payments 
on a $700,000 ladder truck that now sells for over $1 million. 
The cost of an engine truck is about $350,000 before you add in 
equipment. A brush truck used to get into tight places is another 
$140,000. While the company must compete with other fi re com-
panies for federal grant money to help with major equipment 
purchases, they must rely on carnival profi ts as well. This year, 
Jones says they need to purchase training gear, breathing appara-
tus, and a thermal imaging device for detecting heat sources. 

Many fi re departments abandoned carnivals and fairs as fund-
raisers because the number of volunteers have dropped while 
the work involved remains the same. Also, increasing costs have 
resulted in smaller profi ts that many feel aren’t worth the effort. 

It’s a very different picture in Kilmarnock where profi ts have 
remained fairly steady, even during the recession. 

“Our success is based on workers and the community,” said 
Smith. “Lots of non-fi remen volunteer their time to help us. The 
fi remen are dedicated and the community is dedicated to give us 
a hand...jumping in to keep it going. I cannot thank the commu-
nity enough. We could not do this without them and the volunteer 
fi remen.”

“The community is very generous and helpful. They’ve been 
very good to us,” said Jones. “It’s such a community- and family-
oriented event. Every year there’s a new crop of kids that hasn’t 
been to the carnival yet. That’s the main thing that keeps us 
going.”

The carnival is run as an entrepreneurial-like business. The fi re 
department owns the fairgrounds and equipment. Carnival-goers 
can feel comfortable with the people operating the rides and con-
cessions because they are neighbors, not strangers traveling from 
town to town.

“Our forefathers could see to the future and provided for us,” 
Jones said.

Several years ago, the operation was registered as a separate 
nonprofi t business called the Waverly Avenue Carnival Com-
pany, under the direction of a committee of four. Today, the com-
mittee includes president Johnny Smith, vice-president Buddy 
Keyser, treasurer William E. Mitchell Jr., and secretary Robert 
E. Barrack.

While fi refi ghters and their friends and families start preparing 
for the carnival about a month before opening day, it’s a year-round 
job for the committee, according to Mitchell. “It includes ordering 
prizes for the game booths, getting health permits, sponsorships, rides 
inspected and ordering food, tickets, port-a-potties, ice deliveries and 
raffl e prizes.” Some prizes are donated, but the committee purchases 
the grand prize, which this year is a 2010 Chevy Camaro with a list 
price of $27,800. “We get a little discount,” Mitchell noted.  

Like Smith and Jones, Mitchell grew up here and always looked 
forward to the carnival. 

“It’s a reunion for families that moved away and come back to see 
friends during the carnival. It pulls the community together,” said 
Mitchell.  “Ask any farmer in the Northern Neck and you’ll fi nd they 
count on the carnival for the rain. We open at 7 p.m. and the thunder-
storms roll in.” 

If the carnival does close for rain on a Thursday, Friday or Saturday, 
Mitchell says it is usually extended for the next weekend.

But Mitchell isn’t concerned about rain. He speculates this will be 
the best carnival ever. 

This aerial shot of the carnival grounds was taken in 1955.

Thanks for 75 years of community fun!

Annual festival is a primary fund-raiser
for Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department

Sisters Frances and Dixie Moorman

Joey Humphreys enjoys driving a car in 1974.

by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster Community Library
235 School St. • Kilmarnock
804-435-1729

D & A Auto Parts
10518 Jessie Dupont Mem Hwy
Kilmarnock, VA • 804-435-6111

Harvey’s Auto Parts
8513 Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville
804-580-5900

Sports Centre
60 S. Main St. • Kilmarnock
804-435-1211

Willaby’s
At the foot of the bridge • White Stone
804-435-0000 • www.willabys.com

Creative DeSIGNS of Virginia Inc.
322 Chesapeake Drive •  White Stone
804-435-2382 • www.cdva.com

50 East Church
50 East Church Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-8722

the EARTH store
161 Technology Park Drive 
Kilmarnock
804-435-7777 Toll-free: 800-448-4505

Sara Brown Salon
320 S- Main Street
Kilmarnock
804-435-0373

Davis Auto Sales Inc.
Kilmarnock • 804-435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Rappahannock Art League
19 North Main St. • Kilmarnock
804-436-9309 • www.ralgallery.com

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons • Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 • 1-877-436-9200

Farm & Home Supply LLC
Seeds • Feeds • Fertilizers • Farm, 
Garden, & Lawn Supplies
469 N. Main St. • 804-435-3177
PO Box 249 • Kilmarnock

The Computer Wizard
Robert Headley
Owner/Technical Specialist
235 N Main St. • Kilmarnock
804-435-1310 

KC’s Crabs and Cues
10428 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy. 
Kilmarnock
804-435-7665

Northern Neck Family YMCA
39 Harris Rd. • PO Box 1809
Kilmarnock • 804-435-0223 
www.peninsulaymca.org

Rappahannock Yachts
70 Rappahannock Rd. • Irvington
804-438-5353 • info@rappyachts.com

Rappahannock General Hospital
101 Harris Road
Kilmarnock
804-435-8000

EVB
437 North Main Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-2850

Visiting Angels
67 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock
804-435-2229 
www.visitingangels.com/midbay

American Standard Insurance Agency
36 North Main St. • Kilmarnock
804-435-1677 

Kilmarnock Body Shop
180 Lee Road • Next to Wal-Mart
Kilmarnock • 804-435-7701

Stylish Eyes
266 North Main St. • Kilmarnock
804-435-2620 • www.stylisheyesinc.com

White Fences Vineyard
1 White Fences Drive • Irvington
804-438-5559  
www.whitefencesvineyard.com

Rappahannock Hang Ups & Gallery
Custom Framing • Fine Arts • Antiques 
74A S. Main Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-6669 

A&M Auto and Truck Repair
538 North Main Street 
Kilmarnock
804-435-9147

The Learning Center
217 South Main St. • Kilmarnock
804-435-6221 

Lamberth Building Materials Inc
804-435-1695 • White Stone 
www.lamberthbldg.com

Nate’s Trick Dog Cafe
4357 Irvington Road • Irvington
804-438-6363
www.natestrickdogcafe.com

Bay Auto Service Inc.
36 American Drive • Kilmarnock 
804-435-3766

Cuttin’ Up
111 North Main Street • Kilmarnock 
804-435-9983

Bayside Garage
Located next to D&A Auto Parts
Kilmarnock • 804-435-8903

The Tides Inn 
480 King Carter Dr. • Irvington 
804-438-5000 • www.tidesinn.com

Crowther Heating & Air Conditioning 
503 North Main Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-1141 • www.chac.hvac.com

Walmart Supercenter
200 Old Fairgrounds Way 
Kilmarnock
804-435-6148 •  www.walmart.com

Ross’s Rings and Things Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock
804-435-3529

Noblett Appliance & Propane
17 North Main Street • Kilmarnock 
804-435-1111 • www.noblett.com

Hometown Lighting
35 S. Main St. • Kilmarnock
804-435-0003

the bay window
4265 Irvington Rd. • Irvington
804-438-6636

River Net
Internet and Web Services Since 1997
235 North Main St., Kilmarnock
lancaster@rivnet.net • 804-435-7739

Commonwealth Assisted Living
460 South Main Street • Kilmarnock 
804-435-9896
www.commonwealthal.com

The James Company
Joseph P. Oliva
PO Box 208 • Irvington
joliva@rivnet.net

Long & Foster
Bonnie Vest • 804-339-5282
www.VestTeam.com
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Sara Herring recalls...
  About 16 years ago, I thought I was 
doomed. My parents were going away for the 
weekend and I was stuck with Gonnie—my 
strict, prudish, “uncool” grandmother.
    Gonnie didn’t go anywhere without her hat 
and gloves and we had to listen to Lawrence 
Welk in the car. Everything (and I mean 
everything) had its place and she wouldn’t 
let me get away with anything. I was not 
looking forward to my weekend away from 
home. My parents dropped me off at her 
very uncool house, I quietly sat and ate my 
very uncool dinner, and then, there was an 
announcement. To my surprise, Gonnie told 
me that we were going to the carnival!
    We arrived at the carnival and with great 
anticipation I unbuckled my seatbelt before 
she even put the car in park. But as Gonnie 
and I were crossing Waverly Avenue she 
(along with her hat, gloves, and fancy cane) 
slipped and fell in the street. I was terrifi ed!
    At the age of six, I had no way of helping 
her up. But no sooner than she hit the 
ground, there were fi ve or more people 
running to help. People stopped traffi c in 
both directions, knelt to make sure she was 
ok, and checked to see if medical attention 
was needed.
    In no time, she was back on her feet and 

we continued toward the carnival. I rode 
each and every ride and waved at her every 
time I passed her spot on the sidelines. 
I wanted so badly to ride on the Ferris 
wheel, but she insisted that I ride with 
someone… and that someone was not 
her.
  She stopped a teenager and asked him 
if he would mind riding with me. He 
accepted and I boarded the Ferris wheel. I 
was having the time of my life as the warm 
summer air blew my hair and the smell 
of funnel cakes made my tummy growl. I 
don’t remember if I got any funnel cake, 
but I do remember what an absolutely 
amazing time I had that night.
    Sixteen years later, I remember it like 
it was yesterday and I am truly grateful to 
have been born and raised in the Northern 
Neck of Virginia. Nowhere else would 
people have run to help an elderly woman 
who had fallen. Nowhere else could I have 
innocently ridden that Ferris wheel with a 
total stranger. 
  As I’ve grown up, moved away, and 
ultimately moved back, I’ve realized just 
how much I have taken my home town for 
granted. Thank you to all who have played 
a part in my upbringing and also to all 
of the local volunteer fi remen for giving 
me the opportunity to make another 
memory—year after year.

Elnora Haynie Porter is 
among the former carnival 
volunteers recognized in the 
Kilmarnock Musem’s carnival 
exhibit.

According to the accompany-
ing inscription, she was known 
as “Miss Haynie,” to hundreds 
who had her as their fi rst-grade 
teacher, and was the fi rst presi-
dent of the Kilmarnock Volun-
teer Fire Department Women’s 
Auxiliary.

She spent countless hours 
and years in coordinating fund-
raising dinners and the food 
booths at the annual carnivals. 
Her support of, and belief in, 
this worthy community orga-
nization will always be remem-
bered with love and gratitude.

To honor the 75th anni-
versary of the Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire 

Department Firemen’s Festi-
val, the Kilmarnock Museum 
is featuring a special exhibit 
showcasing articles and memo-
rabilia from past carnivals.

In July, the museum and the 
fi re department also released a 
50-minute DVD, “The Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment: A Legacy of Service.” 
The oral accounts focus on the 
80-year history of the depart-
ment and the 75-year history 
of the annual carnival, said 
museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn.

The DVD is on sale at the 
Kilmarnock Museum for $15 
and at other locations in Kil-
marnock. It also will be avail-
able for purchase at the carni-
val, said Ashburn.

Some of those interviewed 
offered their memories of the 
various stands and rides, many 
of which were hand-made in 
the early days.

In the 1960s and early ‘70s, it 

The late Fred Swaffi n, a 27-year veteran of the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department, takes a ride on the merry-go-
round with his daughter, Darlene, 8 months, in 1968.

The concession stands have always been popular. On carnival 
nights, some town folk stop by the hamburger stand and pick 
up dinner on their way home from work.

Carnival posters and tickets from years past are among the 
items on display.

became a carnival tradition for 
the younger members to pour 
soap suds in the water tank 
for the popular children’s boat 
ride, with the boat’s propeller 
churning a mountain of suds, 
according to Mark Huffman of 
MediaMax Video.

Though the ride’s operator, 
Bob Crowther, tried unsuccess-
fully to unmask those perpe-
trating the deed, he never iden-
tifi ed the guilty parties. In this 

DVD, however, the guilty are, 
for the fi rst time, publicly iden-
tifi ed, said Huffman.

The video was produced by 
MediaMax Video. The Kilmar-
nock Museum and the Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment own the production and 
will jointly benefi t from sales.

“It’s important to preserve 
our past and the Kilmarnock 
Fire Department, along with 
the carnival, is a big part of 

this community,” said museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. 
“I’m pleased we were able to 
collect this valuable oral his-
tory on one DVD.”

The museum display includes 
photographs, news clippings, 
posters, tickets and Bingo 
prizes from the 1950s; a circa 
1936 Bingo card with coins 
for markers; a toy car from a 
children’s ride of the1970s and 
‘80s, and an antique outboard 
motor used to propel the boat 
ride from the same era, said 
Ashburn.

There are two very old 
handmade wheels-of-fortune 
that were used for many years, 
he added.

Of special interest is a red 
1941 ticket advertising a fi rst 
prize of a Ford Deluxe Town 
Sedan, a second prize Frigid-
aire, a third prize RCA console 
radio and a fourth prize 100 
tickets to the Fairfax Theatre, 
said Ashburn. A poster from 
1953 advertises a Plymouth 
four-door sedan as fi rst prize.

The exhibit will continue 
through August 31. The 
museum is at 76 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock and is 
open Thursday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission is free and there 
is ample parking, including 
spaces for the handicapped, 
behind the building.

Phil White and his daughter, Tiffany, take a ride on the Ferris 
wheel in 2003.

Thanks for 75 years of community fun!

Museum preserves treasures from past 
Firemen’s Festivals; New DVD shares 
highlights of the department and carnival

Elnora Haynie Porter

Curry & Curry Pottery
NEW LOCATION - Rt. 3 between
Kilmarnock & White Stone.
804-435-2936

Allison’s Seamless Gutters
and Custom Awnings
Lottsburg • 804-529-7578
allisonsacehardware.com

Select Properties - Cathy Rowe
Congratulations on 75 years
Thank you for all your hard work.

Lilian Lumber Company Inc.
Lilian Lumber Home Center
Congratulations on 75 years 
of Community Service          

Wicomico Auto Body Inc.
Located in Wicomico Church
804-580-8419
jmcgrath@kabellero.com

Town Bistro
62 Irvington Road • Kilmarnock
804-435-0070 • www.townbistro.com

Select Properties - Pat Willett
Irvington • 804-436-5235

Crazy Crab Restaurant
Congratulations on 75 Years
Reedville • 804-453-6789

Athena Vineyards & Winery
Congratulations on your major
contributions to the community

Jim & Pat Carter Real Estate Inc.
Many thanks to those that have
served our community so well
for so many years.

Coldwell Banker
Chesapeake Bay Properties
Kilmarnock - 804-436-9145
Burgess - 804-453-5999

RAK’s
8657 Mary Ball Road • Lancaster
804-462-3252

Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive
Two Locations
Kilmarnock - 804-435-0911
Burgess - 804-453-4444

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales Inc.
Kilmarnock • 804-435-2021

Isabell K. Horsley Real Estate Ltd.
Urbanna • White Stone
Mathews • Deltaville
www.horsleyrealestate.com

Clegg’s Diesel & Marine
Wicomico Church • 804-580-7107

Heathsville/Kilmarnock Animal Clinic
Heathsville - 804-580-5135
Kilmarnock - 804-435-6320
Warsaw - 804-333-3433

HS Printing
White Stone • 804-435-6100

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-1207
www.virginia.antiques.com

Moubray & Company
Kilmarnock
804-435-6334 • 804-761-6177

George W. Wagner
804-240-2689 
wagnerbuilder@aol.com

Creston Saunders Corporation
89 First Avenue • Kilmarnock
804-435-6405

Ann Meekins Realtors
77 King Carter Drive • Irvington
804-438-9303 • 804-815-0436
www.annmeekins.com
www.amfabulousfineproperties.com

Northern Neck Chiropractic
351 S. Main Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-3333 • www.nncpc.com

Ron Leoni
Congratulations on 75 years of excellent 
service to the community!

Kilmarnock Inn
34 East Church Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-0034
www.kilmarnockinn.com

David Farley
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
804-436-3648
dfarley@dovermortgage.com

The Corner
Uptown Lively • 804-462-0110
Corner of Rts. 3 & 201

Randall J. Kipp Architecture 
81 King Carter Drive • Irvington
804-438-6287 • kipparchitecture.com

Jim’s Cabinet Creations
44 Whisk Drive • White Stone
804-435-2061
jimscabinest@kaballero.com

Magic Tree Service
804-462-5577

Main Street Pharmacy
308 N. Main Street • Kilmarnock
Ph: 804-435-8818  Fax: 804-435-8898

White Stone Pharmacy
416 Chesapeake Drive • White Stone
804-435-1051

Dennis Saunders Electrical
89 First Avenue • Kilmarnock
804-435-2073

Entertainment Systems Corp.
804-435-6858 • Weems 
www.entsyscorp.com

RL Self
6088 Mary Ball Road • Lively
804-462-7913

Eubanks & Sons
96 School Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-1519

Beatley’s Custom Cabinets
1281 Good Luck Road • Kilmarnock
804-435-2709

Yankee Point Marina & Poolside Cafe
1303 Oak Hill Road • Lancaster
804-462-7635
www.yankeepointmarina.com

The Box
538 Rappahannock Drive 
White Stone • 804-436-8505

Yours Truly
406 N. Main Street (next to Food Lion) 
Kilmarnock • 804-436-0200
www.yourstrulyphoto.com

The Shoe Store
28 W. Church Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-3020

Whay’s TV
372 N. Main Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-1721

Lipscombe
2 N. Main Street • Kilmarnock 
4562 Richmond Road • Warsaw  
804-435-1900  • 804-333-5599

Lee’s Restaurant
30 S. Main Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-1255

Lively Market
5396 Mary Ball Road • Lively
804-462-0692

Foxy
24 W. Church Street • Kilmarnock
804-435-2200
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Nikki Lewis Shrader recalls...
     The Kilmarnock Carnival is a unique piece of Americana 
that means so much to me, from childhood to adulthood. 
The carnival has been a highlight throughout all the 
stages of my youth, and I’m sure lots of other locals feel 
the same way.
   When I was a child, I remember so many nights that 
my grandfather, Sonny Thomas, would take me to, as I 
called it then, the “Carnibull.” I didn’t understand why 
the fun was restricted to once a year, but I absolutely 
loved sitting in his car, not tall enough to yet see over the 
dash, and coming around that turn on Waverly Avenue.         
    The exhilaration I felt at seeing the top of that beautiful 
spinning merry-go-round was almost too much to bear. 
Once we arrived, Poppy would walk around and talk to 
EVERYONE. That’s when I thought he must be famous, 
because anyone who could talk to everyone at the 
carnival had to be. The merry-go-round, the duck game, 
the swings—the most fun a child can have.
  As a pre-teen and teen, the carnival served a new 
purpose—ultimate freedom and independence! I’d beg 
my parents to please drop me off at the grounds (with a 
pocket full of their hard-earned money, no less) and turn 
me loose. All the cool kids got to walk around alone, and 
I wanted to as well. I’d meet up with my friends, we’d eat 
cotton candy, play games, and hope to catch a ride on the 
Ferris wheel with that special someone we had a crush 
on. For those years, the carnival was the most clean and 
innocent fun a teenager could experience.
    After I moved away to college, and in the decade or so 
since, I’ve come to appreciate the carnival for different 
reasons. First and foremost, the smell of the hamburgers 
and French fries haunts me all the way to Charlottesville, 
and I can’t wait to come home every year for those 
delicacies. I love returning to reunite with old friends, say 
hello to acquaintances, and catch up with teachers and 
classmates.
   I may not be able to handle the whirling, spinning rides 
anymore, but the suspense and intensity of Bingo is 
defi nitely a new thrill. I revel in watching kids of all ages 
enjoy the carnival in their different stages, and cherish 
the memories of my grandparents and others taking me 
around the grounds.
   Lately my friends with little ones have indulged me and 
let me take their children to play the duck game, and I 
hope that some hot, humid August evening, I’ll be able 
to bring my own children to that hill on Waverly Avenue, 
and enjoy the carnival on an even deeper level.
(Shrader noted she formerly lived on Waverly Avenue, “which by default 
is the most thrilling street in Kilmarnock.”)

The Lancaster High School Band under the direction of Walter Pogue played for the carnival 
in the 1950s.

Marie and Mitchell Carlson Sr. start their grandson Dandridge 
Carlson, 2, early on the dime board.

For many years, the carnival included beauty pageants among 
local girls, including  Tara Brown, 7, (left, now Tara Shirilla).

Brittany White enjoys the rides at the carnival in 2003.

To learn more or to
register for Fall Classes

Visit: the Glenns or Warsaw campus
go online: rappahannock.edu 

or call: 800.836.9381

RCC offers a career studies certificate in Emergency Medical Services, 
as well as a new EMT-Paramedic associates degree program.

North Main Street • Rt. 3

Emily Carlson, 3, shoves a hot funnel 
cake into her mouth at the 2009 
carnival. Along with rides and games, 
the carnival serves up the usual fare 
of hot dogs, hamburgers, sausages, 
homemade French fries, funnel cakes 
and cotton candy. Photo by Lisa Hinton-
Valdrighi 

The ring toss game was a favorite among folks of all ages.
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Hubbard Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1928

l Auto
l Home

l Business
l Marine

30 N. Main Street l Kilmarnock  l  (804) 435-1144

The community volunteers who spend their evenings 
helping out at the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Firemen’s Festival are crucial to its 75 years of 

success.
Retired waterman James Ashburn, retired Tide’s Inn bartender 

Joe Forrester, Lancaster Sheriff Ronnie Crockett, Lancaster 
County Commonwealth’s Attorney Jeff Schmidt and Rep. Rob 
Wittman are a few of the residents from every walk of life who-
help out year after year.

“They have to depend on the community to help out,” said 
Crockett, who started working at the carnival 30 years ago before 
he became sheriff, when he was still a volunteer fi reman with 
the White Stone department. “It’s part of living in a small com-
munity. You get to see poeple that have moved away. It’s like old 
home week.” 

“I am very proud to be in the carnival every year,” said Schmidt, 
who has also worked with the event for 30 years. “One of the 
things I am impressed with is how many people volunteer. Some 
people take their vacations to work at the carnival. It’s also a good 
way to bring in rain. It rains every year.”

“A lot of people think the carnival is very unusual,” said For-
rester, who has been volunteering for the last 13 years. “There are 
people from all over the country who come to see it. I had one 
lady tell me, ‘I have never had so much fun in all my life.’”

“I just wanted to help out,” said Ashburn, who started fi ve years 
ago when he retired and works spinning the fortune wheel. “The 
thing I like about it is that you see people that you haven’t seen in 
years. When they win, they are happy. I sold a raffl e ticket three 
years ago to a lady that won the truck. She was very happy.”

These volunteers do everything and anything that is needed 
from manning ticket booths to spinning fortune wheels, from 
fl ipping burgers to taking tickets for the Ferris wheel. The carni-
val is one of the last in the country that is still run by the people of 
the community and the fi remen that serve them. It is “unusual.”    

 

This aerial photograph of the carnival grounds was taken in 2009 by Garnett Fisher.

The Coke bottle pitch was a popular game in years past.

Festival participants in 2009 step up to the duck game, including Tate Davis.

Grayson Davis and his granddaddy, Guy Davis of White Stone, 
take a ride on the merry-go-round in 2007.

Community volunteers are 
crucial to carnival success

by Starke Jett

C. Jeffers sChmidt, Jr.
Commonwealth’s attorney

lanCaster Courthouse

P.o. Box 204
8311 mary Ball road

lanCaster, Virginia 22503
telePhone

(804) 462-7240

Congratulations to the Kilmarnock  
Fire Department’s Firemen’s Festival  

on their 75th Anniversary.

©2010 Chesapeake Bank         Equal Housing Lender   Member FDIC

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181  www.chesbank.com

10-CB-693_Firemens_RR_7-26.indd   1 7/26/10   3:40:06 PM
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Thanks to the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire
Department for keeping the Carnival tradition alive.

Congratulations on 75 Years!

Thanks to the Kilmarnock Volunteer FireThanks to the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire

Hanley Electrical Services, LLC
White Stone, Virginia 436-2768

hanleyelectrical@yahoo.com

River Counties Chapter
39 Harris Road

Kilmarnock 
(804)-435-7669

Nancy Hubbard Clark recalls....
    My first memory of the Kilmarnock Firemen’s Carnival 
was in the ‘30s when it was first held on Waverly Avenue, 
on the lot adjacent to the old Edmonds home (formerly 
Lewson Chase’s Kilmarnock Seminary). 
    Dr. Oldham and Dr. ‘Bun’ Edmonds (dentist) had offices 
in the small frame building behind the (then) Rexall 
Drug Store (now the Advest building at Main Street and 
Waverly. The carnival was located between those two 
buildings.
    Soon the festival moved to Irvington Road where Tri-
Star parking lot now occupies the space. This was the 
carnival location for many years until it moved to its 
present location on Waverly Avenue.
  Each carnival evening began with the loud blaring 
music of the “Beer Barrel Polka,” which signaled that the 
carnival had opened and the fun could begin. You might 
say that the tune was the carnival’s theme song!
   George W. Noblett was the mainstay announcer on 
the microphone. His familiar friendly voice called out 
the winning numbers at the ticket stand with: “Luckey 
number seven...or eight...or...,” as well as announcing for 
the big prizes that were won by tickets drawn from the 
spinning barrel at the end of the two-week festival.
   The first prize was usually an automobile, either a 
Chevrolet, Ford or Plymouth. These were donated by 
the town’s own dealers: McGinnes, Crowther or Beane. 
Second prize was often a refrigerator or washing machine 
(always Frigidaire by Noblett’s) and later, television set (I 
won one of these in 1953!).
    Ticket chances could be won at the ticket stand (a 
nickel per number on the board) or bought (five tickets 
for a dollar). There were smaller-type prizes given on a 
nightly basis.
   In the ‘40s, ladies of the Ladies Auxiliary traveled 
throughout the Northern Neck riding in the first-prize 
automobile, identified by a  huge sign on the car to sell 
tickets for the Big Prize drawing that capped the festival. 
They loved the outing!
     Two other memories loom in the forefront of my mind 
of “old days” at the carnival, those being “Mary,” the 
“Merry-Go-Round” girl; and the Bingo prizes stacked on 
shelving at the center of that stand. Too many memories 
to relate here. Thanks for listening!

Mike Nonnemaker takes a ride on the merry-go-round with 
his son, Logan, 2, in 1995.

Riders wait in line for their turn on the Paratrooper at the 74th annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
Firemen’s Festival at the carnival grounds off Waverly Avenue. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

The fire department displays its equipment at the carnival. In 
1990, the firemen brought Ladder 1 to the carnival grounds.

Fred Swaffin and 
Darlene Swaffin Nonnemacker

Congratulations  
to the firemen 
on your 75th 

Carnival!

From the
Swaffin Family

From left, Logan Jones, Jackie Humphreys and Zach Jones take 
a spin on the airplane ride in 1998.

Game prizes come in all shapes, sizes and colors.


