
WICOMICO CHURCH—Dry, hot 
and windy conditions on July 7 made 
battling two large brush fires off Ball’s 
Neck Road tough going for more than 
15 units from the Callao, Fairfields, Kil-
marnock, Upper Lancaster and White 
Stone volunteer fire departments.

The first fire started in an already 
harvested wheat field next to the home 
of Lyn Smith on Guarding Point Road 
off Cloverdale Road, which is off Ball’s 
Neck Road near the Dameron Marsh 
Nature Preserve. Smith called in the fire 
about 2:15 p.m. 

Fortunately, the wind was blowing the 

swiftly moving fire away from her home 
on Ingram Bay, less than 100 feet away.

“It scared me to death,” she said.
As the firefighters were just about 

to contain the first fire, with about five 
acres scorched, a second call came in at 
2:45 p.m. for a fire at the home of Rose-
mary and Paul Trible on Dennis Lane 
off Gascony Road, also off Ball’s Neck 
Road and less than two miles away. 

The initial report was for a brush 
fire with a structure involved, but again 
prevailing northerly winds kept the fire 
from the Tribles’ home. Units responded 
and again were able to contain the fire to 
another already harvested wheat field. 

In the second case, a tree falling across 

a power line seems to have sparked the 
blaze. The edge of the burnt field was 
less than 50 feet from the Trible home.

“We just thank God for everyone that 
came out to help us,” said Rosemary 
Trible as she watched the men fight the 
fire.

Kilmarnock Fire Chief Roy Hall said 
the 100-degree heat was the main prob-
lem his men encountered.

Farmer Alan Welch assisted with the 
fires by running his disc harrow over the 
fields, dowsing flames with dirt.

The two fires were fully contained 
within two hours. A total of more than 
ten acres were involved in both fires. The 
cause of the first fire is unknown.
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HEATHSVILLE—Northumber-
land supervisors unanimously sup-
ported a resolution July 8 requested 
by county extension agent Matt Lewis 
to declare Northumberland County a 
disaster area because of drought con-
ditions.

The same request will be consid-
ered by Lancaster supervisors July 
29, according to Lewis, who serves 
both counties. 

The approved resolutions will be 
forwarded to the governor’s office 
to begin the process to allow aid 
to affected farmers whose crops, 
especially corn, are withering in the 
fields. 

Just a little more than an inch of rain 
has fallen since June 1. A half-inch of 
rain the night of July 12 did not help 
corn crops, which are already past 
their pollination period, according to 
Lewis.

“There is a great need for water and 
there is no rain,” said Lewis Monday. 
“We have already lost 50 percent or 
more of the estimated crop yield 
for corn in some places. Even if we 
get some rain now it won’t help the 
corn.” 

Lewis said his office doesn’t ask 
for such a resolution unless crop con-
ditions merit and that it is “standard 
procedure.” If Governor McDon-
nell grants the designation as antici-
pated, his office will ask for a fed-
eral disaster area designation from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Aid would come to area farmers in 
the form of low-interest loans or, in 
extreme cases, direct aid.

“Sometimes crop insurance is not 
enough,” said Lewis.
The heat

As of the middle of July, a summer 
heat record has already been set and 
more records may fall before it is all 
over, according to data from the Rich-
mond area supplied by meteorologist 
John McGee of the National Weather 
Service in Wakefield.

A new record was recorded for July 
7 in Richmond when the temperature 
reached 104 degrees, McGee said. 
The previous high of 103 was set in 
1977. That day also marked the third 
consecutive day of 100-plus-degree 
temperatures in our area.

The weather data shows there have 
been six 100-plus-degree days for the 
summer season so far. The last time 
that happened was in 1993. The record 
for 100-degree days was set in the 
summer of 1954, at nine. With half of 
July and all of August still ahead, that 
record may be broken too. 

There also has been a severe lack of 
rain so far this summer, according to 
McGee’s statistics. Only 1.41 inches 
of rain have fallen in the Richmond 
area as of July 13 with .57 inches 
of that coming late on July 12. The 
normal average is 4.52 inches. Last 
year 5.15 inches had fallen in the 
same time period. 

Dominion Virginia Power 
approached record usage figures 
during the hot days last week, accord-
ing to program coordinator Mahl-
one West with the Gloucester/Lively 
office. The record was set August 7, 
2007, at 19,688 megawatts for the 
entire system in Virginia and parts 
of North Carolina. West said 19,300 
megawatts of usage were recorded on 
July 7. 

The heat and lack of rainfall may 
have been contributing factors in a 
number of large brush fires over the 
last several weeks in Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties.

Kilmarnock fire chief Roy Hall 
said his department has responded to 
seven brush fires since the beginning 
of June. Hall classified four of the 
seven as large, including two separate 
field fires on the afternoon of July 7 
off Ball’s Neck Road within a couple 
of miles of each other (see related 
story and photos).

“It’s more than normal because it’s 
been so dry,” said Hall. “Even if we 
get some rain, the ground is going to 
soak it up fast and still be dry. People 
need to be very careful right now.”

Dry and hot conditions led Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster counties 
to issue burning bans last Wednesday. 
The Northumberland board unani-
mously ratified a burn ban initiated by 
county administrator Kenny Eades and 
Lancaster supervisors are expected to 
ratify a similar ban July 29.  

No outdoor burning will be allowed 
until further notice. Eades agreed 
that even a day of rain might not be 
enough to allow burning because the 
water level is so far down.

The Rappahannock Record is planning a spe-
cial tribute to the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 

Department’s 75th Annual Firemen’s Festival.
Please send us your photos and/or recollections 

from past carnivals by Wednesday, July 21.
Drop them by the office at 27 North Main 

Street in Kilmarnock or email them to editor@
rrecord.com.

The opportunity also exists for businesses, 
organizations and individuals to compliment the 
carnival through brief acknowledgments or dis-
play advertising.

Thank the firemen for coming to the assistance 
of those in need.

Contact the advertising department at 
435-1701, ext. 12, or email sara.amiss@rrecord.
com, marilyn@rrecord.com, or joanna@rrecord.
com. 

Drought deepens
Heat wave sinks corn crop

by Starke Jett

Farmer Alan Welch buries flames with his tractor and disc harrow.

by Starke Jett

Heat and wind fan brush fires

Volunteers spray down the fire line of the first of two large field fires off Ball’s Neck Road July 7.

Carnival Times

Ryan Gordon and Kenny Lee move a Ferris wheel seat.

The 75th annual Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department Firemen’s 
Festival will be held July 29 through 
August 7 at the carnival grounds off 
Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock.

Volunteers have been busy in 
recent weeks getting rides and game 
booths ready for visitors.

To celebrate the 75th season, 
carnival officials have added a few 
new attractions, including the Mind 
Winder.

“It’s basically a throw-up machine,” 
said carnival treasurer Bill Mitchell 
about the new ride.

The ride has 12 swings revolving 
around a center pole, and the actual 
seats also rotate.

Among other new amusements is 
the Coconut Climber, three slippery 
trees that contestants climb, Mitchell 

said. The first one to the top wins a 
prize.

There’s also the High Striker, a 
pad one hits with a hammer; Boom 
Blasters, which is a contest where 
four balloons are pumped until one 
bursts, and the Quarterback Toss, 
where participants throw a football 
at a target. Engine 16 is a mini-fire 
truck that gives rides around town.

The festival opens at 7 p.m. and 
closes at 10 p.m. nightly (except 
Sunday).

All tickets cost $1. Games such as 
the ring toss or pick-up-ducks go for 
one ticket each turn, while rides cost 
one or two tickets, unless it’s the new 
rock wall, which costs five.

Cheeseburgers, funnel cakes, 
homemade French fries, hot dogs, 
and other foods can be bought with 
tickets as well.

Old favorites like the high-ris-

ing Happy Cloud Ride, planes and 
canoes, and the traditional merry-
go-round will return. Moonbounces 
and other inflatable structures will 
be available, too.

The twelve-seat Ferris wheel, 
bought by the fire department in 
2005, is a refurbished 1964 model.

Bingo, the dime wheel and scratch 
tickets will keep adults occupied.

“It’s a 12-month deal,” said carni-
val president Johnny Smith, refer-
ring to the preparation for this year’s 
event. His crew began plans for the 
2010 carnival two weeks after the 
2009 carnival closed.

Each night of this year’s carnival 
will require 200 volunteers, includ-
ing 50 volunteer firemen, said 
Smith.

Other carnival officers are vice 
president Buddy Keyser and secre-
tary Bob Barrack.

by W. Dixon Muller

Kilmarnock firemen get ready for the
75th annual carnival July 29-August 7

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER—
Steven Wayne Nixon, the driver of 
the boat that crashed into a channel 
marker on July 5 in the Rappahannock 
River, admitted to Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission (VMRC) 
officers that he was drinking alcoholic 
beverages “intermittently” through-
out the day of the crash, according to 
a search warrant filed in Gloucester 
County Circuit Court.

VMRC marine police officer J.H. 
Richardson filed the warrant, which 
seeks the alcohol level results of a 
blood sample taken from Nixon at 
Riverside Walter Reed Hospital in 
Gloucester County within hours fol-
lowing the boat accident.

The search warrant states that 
Steven Nixon has admitted to driving 
the “vessel that struck the steel stan-
chions of the No. 10 channel marker, 
resulting in one fatality and numerous 
injuries to the other passengers.”

The crash resulted in the death of 
Amanda Brady, 25, of Glen Allen and 
injuries, some serious, to the other nine 
people aboard the 22-foot  fiberglass 
Chaparral, which struck the channel 
marker at about 9:56 p.m. on July 5.

The warrant states, “The adult pas-
sengers of the vessel, Angela Nixon, 

Patrick Nixon and Kelly Nixon, 
stated that Steve Nixon was operating 
the vessel at the time of the accident 
and he had been consuming alcohol 
prior to the offense.” 

Also, according to the warrant, 
“Steve Nixon stated that he had been 
consuming alcohol intermittently 
throughout the day.” 

The warrant states that both Coast 
Guard Chief Gonzalez and Marine 
Police Officer Richardson observed 
Steven Nixon sitting injured in the 
driver’s seat of the boat and there was 
a “strong odor of alcohol with beer 
cans strewn about the deck.”

The search warrant was filed by 
Officer Richardson and certified to 
the Clerk of Gloucester County Cir-
cuit Court because Nixon’s blood 
sample was taken at Riverside Walter 
Reed in Gloucester County. 

The search warrant was executed at 
10:18 a.m. on July 8. 

VMRC spokesperson John Bull 
said the results from the blood tests 
are expected to take several weeks.

Victim update
On July 13, Bull said the boat crash 

is still under investigation. “The 
marine police are actively and fully 
investigating every aspect and want 

Boat operator admits
to consuming alcohol
on the day of the crash

“Steve Nixon stated that he had been consuming 
alcohol intermittently throughout the day.” 

— Search warrrant executed July 8

by Larry S. Chowning

VICTIM, continued on page A4
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IRVINGTON—The town 
council last week dropped any 
effort to move town elections 
from May to November when 
members expressed concern 
it could create more problems 
and expenses in the long run. 

Driving the discussion was 
a recent move by the Virginia 
State Board of Elections to 
pass the cost of local elections 
to localities. Also, according 
to information supplied by 
county registrar Peggy Hard-
ing, stand-alone local elec-
tions generate only 3 to 15 
percent voter turnout, while 
November statewide elections 
increase turnout to 30 to 50 
percent. 

However, Harding said a 
November joint election would 
result in having to separate in-
town voters from out-of-town 
voters. It would require dif-
ferent ballots and statements 
of results, additional and sep-
arate voting machines, addi-
tional training for election 
officials, the possibility of 

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland officials will reconsider 
a proposed 900-acre mixed use 
development in the Bluff Point 
area. A related public hearing is 
slated for 7 p.m. August 26 at the 

County to reconsider Bluff Point development
by Starke Jett Northumberland High School 

auditorium in Claraville.
As proposed, the hearing will 

address the conditions by which 
the controversial development 
may be allowed to proceed.

At the July 8 board of super-
visors meeting, county admin-
istrator Kenny Eades said the 
specific conditions will be 
available after August 1. County 
staff members are still formulat-
ing the list.

First proposed six months 
ago, the large project met con-
siderable opposition from 
neighboring residents and envi-
ronmental groups concerned 
about the impact on the area and 
the Chesapeake Bay.

Supervisors tabled the issue 
until more information could be 
gathered about traffic, water and 
sewage concerns. 

The residential and commer-
cial development is proposed 
for low-lying bay-front land off 
Bluff Point Road near the Indian 
Creek residential community, 
including a 100-acre salt marsh. 
Nearby Kilmarnock officials are 
also concerned about the proj-
ect’s impact on their services, 
including rescue, fire, police, 
traffic and water usage. 
Other land use topics

By a 4-1 vote, the board 
authorized William G. Allen to 
keep a previously constructed 
balcony within the 50-foot 
Resource Protection Area buffer 

along King’s Cote Creek at 316 
Church Lane in Lewisetta.

Board chairman Ronnie 
Jett and supervisors Rich-
ard Haynie, James Long and 
Joe Self voted in favor of the 
motion. Tommy Tomlin dis-
sented. No one spoke during a 
related public hearing.

Jeffrey Tarleton again 
approached the board regarding 
a sinkhole on his property. He 
has been lobbying the board for 
the past two months for financial 
support to address a sinkhole 
that he says has been caused by 
a county-approved containment 
pond for the Crabbetown devel-
opment across Claraville Lane 
from his home on Northumber-
land Highway at Claraville.

A June 24 letter sent to Tar-
leton by county attorney Leslie 
Kilduff Jr. outlined the county’s 
position that it has no responsi-
bility for the issue until Tarleton 
proves the pond is causing the 
sinkholes.

Tarleton contended the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) has already 
told him the pond is the reason 
for the sinkholes. Although 
the county approached DCR a 
month ago to determine who 
would have jurisdiction over the 
issue, he has never received a 
definitive answer, said Eades.

With consensus from the 
board, Jett authorized Eades 
to schedule a meeting among 

Tarleton, representatives from 
DCR, supervisors and county 
staff. 

Eades said he received notice 
that the Light Street Project to 
rehabilitate homes and install 
wells and septic services in the 
Brown’s Store area has been 
approved.

A Community Block Grant 
for $634,626 will be matched 
by in-kind services from the 
county and federal grants to pay 
for the $1.2 million project. It 
could begin in August or Sep-
tember. Eades said “no county 
money” would be spent on the 
project. 

Eades reported that the Three 
Rivers Health District’s environ-
mental fees were raised effective 
July 1. Fees for annual permits, 
and septic and well applications 

have “gone up quite a bit,” said 
Eades.

Self and Tomlin expressed 
displeasure about the increases 
and the lack of prior notice, sur-
mising that the new fees were 
buried in part of the state budget 
bill and therefore escaped scru-
tiny. 

Eades said Lt. Gov. Bill Bol-
ling will speak at the Northern 
Neck Planning District Com-
mission’s annual meeting July 
19 at Tommy’s Restaurant in 
Reedville. He hinted to the 
supervisors that it would be a 
good chance to do some “poli-
ticking.”

Irvington will not
seek changes in
election schedule

by Audrey Thomasson a newly created precinct for 
the town, and additional bal-
lots for increased turnout. Her 
report also noted problems 
could occur if voters received 
the wrong ballot or left blanks 
(undervoted).

Councilman Dr. Robert 
Westbrook suggested the move 
last spring in order to save the 
town  additional expenses by 
piggybacking with the state 
election. However, at last 
week’s meeting Westbrook 
said the state is expected to 
pass on the cost of November 
elections to towns as well.

“We might as well keep it 
like we have it and pick up 
the costs,” he said. “Since 
(newly elected) council mem-
bers take office in September, 
we would have to change the 
town charter as well.”

According to the Code 
of Virginia, a change in the 
charter requires the approval 
of the General Assembly. 

“It’s not a simple process 
to change,” warned town 
attorney Matt Terry, who con-
curred that the state board 
could pass along the cost of 
all elections and defeat the 
purpose of saving money. 

Mayor Ralph Ransone 
polled members before 
announcing,”The general 
opinion is to keep it as is.” 

In other business, Lancaster 
building official Stephen 
Daum said the cleanup at 
Irvington Marina is back on 
track after a judge intervened 
in a family dispute over own-
ership of the materials on the 
property.

Council voted to make a 
$500 donation to the Lan-
caster Community Library 
and up to $650 to make 
plumbing repairs at Irvington 
and Steamboat roads.

A workshop for discussing 
potential new revenue sources 
for the town is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, August 
26, in the town office. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning commis-
sion will conduct a public 
hearing at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
July 15, in the General District 
Courtroom at the county court-
house in Lancaster.

Owners James and Motoko 
Endo Norris and proposed 
buyer Shelia L. King have 
applied to change zoning on a 
4.227-acre parcel at Mary Ball 
and Pinkardsville roads from 
general agricultural to condi-
tional commercial. King wants 
to establish a country store on 
the parcel.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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“A Chorus Line”
Longest running Broadway 

Musical originating in the U.S.

December 4 at 2 pm
Richmond Landmark Theater

Motorcoach from Kilmarnock

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Caribbean 
Cruise

February 14-26, 2011
Celebrity’s Mercury • From Baltimore

Get away from the winter blues!
Stops at St. Thomas, St. Croix, St. 

Kitts,  Antiqua  & St. Maarten

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Motorcoach service will be 
available from Kilmarnock.

Liberian Registry

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302 

Life’s Short, Love Now!

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

Northumberland Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins last week 
brought charges against nine 
individuals.
Felonies

Ricky Lynn Bailey, 40, of 
Lottsburg was charged July 5 
with a third or higher offense of 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

Kenneth Wayne Horton Jr., 
20, of Weems was charged July 
6 on a Richmond County grand 
jury indictment with conspir-
acy to break and enter into a 
dwelling with intent to commit 
a felony.

Gregorio Cortez-Cabera, 47, 
of Callao was charged July 10 
with forging public records.

Enriqueta Del Cai Carvajal-
Montes, 49, of Callao was 
charged July 10 with forging 
public records.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 21, was 
charged July 5 with destruction 
of property.

A Lottsburg man, 21, was 
charged July 6 with assault and 
battery of a family member.

A Callao man, 31, was 
charged July 7 with destruction 
of property and petit larceny.

A Reedville man, 46, was 
charged July 10 with assault 
and battery.

A Florida man, 42, was 
charged July 11 with appear-
ing in public in an intoxicated 
condition.

KILMARNOCK—After a four-year hiatus, 
Kilmarnock’s third water well came back on 
line the week of June 28.

“The completion restores the town to 
pre-2005 status in terms of our overall system,” 
said councilman Johnny Smith, chairman of the 
water and sewer committee.

 Called the “hospital well” because of its 
proximity to Rappahannock General Hospital, 
the well was drilled and its storage tower was 
erected in 1978 with renovations in 1996, said 
assistant town manager Susan Cockrell.

The original well casing failed in 2005 and 
several attempts were made to repair it, all of 
which failed, said Cockrell. A new well was 
dug nearby in 2007 and engineering work for a 
new well head began. The completion contract 
was issued last summer with work taking place 
during the fall and winter.

The Virginia Department of Health issued the 
operating permit in May, enabling the well to 
return on line, she said. The total cost of new 
well, pumps, piping and engineering was in 
excess of $300,000.

 “The two active wells have been able to 
supply the town’s water needs over the last four 
years. What we haven’t had the ability to do is 
take either of the wells off line to do any preven-

tive work on our storage tanks or well houses. 
This “extra” well means we now have the capac-
ity for a high-usage situation. If one of the two 
remaining wells had failed, we might not have 
had enough capacity to keep everything going,” 
said Smith.

 Now that all three wells are operational, the 
town plans to begin some maintenance projects 
that have been on hold while well #3 was being 
worked on, said Cockrell.

 Kilmarnock’s water system operates from 
three water wells that supply water from deep 
underground aquifers, she explained. The wells 
fill three water storage towers that provide surge 
capacity and even out pressure fluctuations. The 
towers then supply the water through the distri-
bution lines to more than 800 water accounts.

The hospital well can pump approximately 
350 gallons per minute to the storage tower, said 
Cockrell. There is no additional water usage 
anticipated as the well comes back on line.

 Kilmarnock conducted a water/wastewater 
master study in 2009 which concluded that with 
well #3 on line, the town has both the water 
supply and storage capacity to accommodate the 
expected growth of the next 20 years. However, 
if all of the projects currently permitted are built 
out, that capacity will be consumed, she said.

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers is seeking informa-
tion regarding a break-in on 
June 28 at 8098 Courthouse 
Road in Lancaster.

During the day-time hours, 
a person or persons unknown 
broke into the home and stole 
a 32-inch Vizion television 
and  an XBOX 360 Game 
system with DVD player. 

Report related informa-
tion to the Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463. 
Information useful to law 
enforcement could earn a 
reward up to $1,000. Calls 
are not recorded, and call-
ers do not have to give their 
name or appear in court. 

LANCASTER—A citizen’s 
proposal to locate a public boat 
ramp and fishing pier at Camp 
Kekoka, the YMCA-leased 
facility on Indian Creek, was 
short-lived after the property 
owners got wind of the idea.

Mark Bergin, board presi-
dent of Alexandria Police 
Youth Camp (APYC), notified 
officials at the YMCA that they 
are not interested in the plan.

“The board of directors...
will not entertain any request 
to open the private boat docks 
on our property to public use 
as this is not inside the mission 
parameters of our organization 
or in line with the wishes of 
our members,” Bergin wrote in 
an email.

Bergin said the goals of 
APYC are to provide a safe 
camp experience for youth 
and a space of retreat for the 
organization’s officers. “The 
opening of our docks or any of 
our property...is not consistent 
with these goals,” he wrote. “I 
will point out that there has 
been no discussion with us 
prior to the information pre-
sented recently at a county 
meeting of any such use. We 
have no interest in participat-
ing in such a discussion and 
will not consider any request 
for a change in how we use our 
private property to serve our 
constituencies.”

In acknowledging Bergin’s 

email, county administra-
tor William Pennell said he 
believed the statement to be 
the organization’s final word 
on the subject.

“I will not proceed further 
with Mr. (Dana) Gilmour’s 
suggestion,” Pennell said.

Gilmour introduced the 
idea at last month’s board of 
supervisor’s meeting after ini-
tial discussions with YMCA 
officials received a positive 
response. According to his 
proposed plan, a public boat 
launch and fishing pier would 
be financed by the county and 
located a minimum of 1,000 
feet away from the camp site 
and existing boating facili-
ties on the 97-acre parcel. His 
plan also called for the county 
to be responsible for building 
a 200-foot wide access road 
along the western property 
line south to Pitman’s Cove as 
well as construction of a boat 
launch and pier, parking area 
and public restrooms. 

In his response to Bergin, 
Gilmour said the county facili-
ties would be totally invisible 
from anywhere else on the 
parcel and available for APYC 
members’ use.

“There would be numerous 
benefits to the APYC with-
out any investment required,” 
including added value to the 
property from the additions, 
Gilmour noted in an email to 
Bergin. “The biggest benefit 
that you cannot put a price on 

is added ‘good will.’ I’m sure 
you’re aware that the demo-
graphics of Lancaster County 
leave a major part of our citi-
zenry without public access to 
the water without paying some 
commercial entity for that 
privilege.”

Gilmour also noted that 
while APYC claims nonprofit 
status and enjoys those ben-
efits, such as an exemption 
from paying real estate prop-
erty taxes in Lancaster County, 
research of state and public 
records including the Better 
Business Bureau listed ‘no 
records’ on the organization or 
their required IRS Form 990 
tax records.

He asked Bergin to recon-
sider their organization’s posi-
tion in the interest of “eco-
nomically challenged kids of 
Lancaster County whose fami-
lies cannot afford waterfront 
property...and do not have 
public access to the water.” 

On July 13,  Bergin said 
APYC is in compliance with 
all state and federal agencies 
as a nonprofit organization. 
“Mr. Gilmour is welcome to 
examine our 990s, as anyone 
would be,” he said. 

However, he maintained the 
property, while private, also 
serves disadvantaged youth 
of Alexandria and Lancaster 
through the YMCA and the 
organization has no interest in 
further discussions on allow-
ing public access.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will meet 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 15, 
in the General District court-
room at the county courts 
building at 39 Judicial Place 
in Heathsville.

Assistant county admin-
istrator Lutrell Tadlock said 
the commission will hear 
more from Northern Neck 
Planning District Commis-
sion environmental manager 
Stuart McKenzie about the 
Blue Green Infrastructure 
model for planning develop-
ment around environmental 
resources.

The commission also will 
continue its review of the 
county zoning ordinances, a 
process it has been working 
on for the last year.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
town council will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, July 19, in the 
town hall at 514 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Mayor Raymond Booth is 
expected to make new com-
mittee assignments for coun-
cil members.

Council will discuss the 
possibility of restricting 
truck traffic on Main Street, 
receive a report on cross con-
nections to the town water 
system and review the noise 
restriction ordinance.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. July 19 
at the school board office in 
Lottsburg.

Superintendent Clint Stables 
said there will be a review of 
the upcoming school calendar 
as well as routine school busi-
ness.

From left, town councilmen John Smith and Randy Moubray, and public utilities field director 
James Seagle examine well #3’s piping.

Kilmarnock well is restored for service
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Youth Camp says no to public boat facility
by Audrey Thomasson

Rockin’ out with Legacy
Legacy, a local classic and Christian rock band, presented a Music By The River concert July 
10 at Belle Isle State Park. From left are Dr. Jeems Love, Don Holt, Art DeMario, Jim Merrill,  
Saragrace Hendren and Jessie Love.  All of the band members took turns singing and songwriter 
Rick Gilbert joined in to perform two of his original songs. A highlight of the concert came 
when the band called Shannon Baker to the stage and serenaded her with “Birthday” by The 
Beatles. She just celebrated her 10th birthday. EasyStreet will be featured at the park 6 p.m. 
Saturday, July 17. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

The Agenda
Local Government News

CARNIVAL TIMES: We are planning a special tribute to the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department’s 75th Annual Firemen’s Festival. Please send us your photos, or recollections from past 
carnivals by July 21. Drop them by the office at 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock, or email them to 
editor@ rrecord.com. Or, take this opportuity to thank the fire department with a special advertisement. 
Contact the advertising department at 435-1701, ext. 12, or email sara.amiss@rrecord.com, marilyn@
rrecord.com, or joanna@rrecord.com. 
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Heathsville 
Farmers Market
Saturday, July 17 • 9-1

Join us for a 
Civil War Reenactment
Don’t forget to Shop locally!

  Produce, Plants, Meat, Soap, Honey, 
Organic Clothing, Cute Flip-Flops, Jewelry,

Food, Lemon & Limeade, Pottery, Furniture, 
Art, Table Cloths, and 

So much more…….
     

Dogs Welcome on leashes and owner 
responsible for good behavior!
For more Market information 

call 804-580-3377

Ad sponsored by Hometown Rentals
through The Animal Welfare League

 THANK YOU--THANK YOU
    Because of your generosity, several of the animals the Animal Welfare 
League, along with the Shirley Perkins Memorial Fund for Animals have 
been saved and a few adopted.
    There are still dogs in foster care and that can only last so much longer. 
Their boarding is costing $300.00 upward per month.  We need to find 
homes for the remaining few. These boarding expenses are eating into 
personal funds of caring individuals and we are asking for donations for 
their continued boarding until homes can be found.  These wonderful 
dogs need that second chance.  They are now safe from harm and 
abuse, but boarding is not the answer forever. Let’s get these deserving 
critters into permanent homes. The dollars add up and every dollar 
counts.  If you can donate any amount, it will be so appreciated. All 
donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
    Please send donations to:

Shirley Perkins Memorial Fund for Animals
c/o Joyce Page; 810 Griffins Landing Road

Lancaster, VA 22503; 804-462-0091

120 Old
Fairgrounds Way
Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-3424

Financing
Available

Terms to fit 
your budget

Pre-Season prices on
white Double-hung Windows

Distributors
7962 General Puller Highway

Topping, Virginia

l  Guaranteed 35% 
 fuel savings
l  Tilt-In for easy cleaning
l   Screen included

l   Custom made to fit each   

   opening

l   Lifetime warranty 

l   Lifetime glass breakage   

   warranty on windows

l   Child safety latches

l   Insulated glass

l   Superspacer-eliminates fogging

Ask us about the 30% 
federal energy tax credit

Locally Owned And Operated Family Business with over 65 years 
of combined experience to assure your complete satisfaction

Completely Installed

(No extras needed)

Was $18900

Now $16065

15% discount

Early Summer

Sale

$18900

Call for
Free Estimates

Call 436-3013 • 888-296-4707

R A P P A H A N N O C K 
RIVER—The sun was finally 
coming up in the east on July 6. 
In the faint light, one could see 
the outline of rescue facilities that 
generated all the flashing lights 
and noise throughout the night.

The Coast Guard, Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries (DGIF), Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Comis-
sion, Middlesex sheriff’s office, 
Middlesex emergency rescue 
units and four helicopters worked 
throughout the night to locate, 
stabilize and transport injured 
boaters to shore and hospitals. 

It was the scene of one of the 
worst boating accidents to ever 
occur on the Rappahannock 
River.

At 10:06 p.m. July 5, Jim and 
Amy Thomas of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 33 
received a call requesting assis-
tance from Coast Guard Station 
Milford Haven. There was no 
time to gather other crew mem-
bers. Jim and Amy responded 
immediately and got underway 
on AUX 27137 from the Corroto-
man River in just a couple of min-
utes. They were the first to arrive 
on scene at 11:18 p.m.

Coast Guard Rescue Unit 25837 
from Station Milford Haven with 
BMCS Matthew Welsh, FN Erin 
Key and SN Kevin Zuercher and 
Coast Guard Rescue Unit 41503 
with Maritime Enforcement Spe-
cialist Chief Richard Gonzalez, 
MK2 Milton Marks, BM3 Sean 
Tully and SN Brittainy Luke 
aboard arrived shortly after the 
Auxiliary Rescue Unit.

MEC Gonzalez served as the 
On Scene Commander through-
out the night, coordinating the 
on-the-water search and rescue 
efforts. 

As CG 41503 arrived, MEC 
Gonzalez directed the Thom-
ases to pick up EMS personnel 
at Water View on Parrots Creek 
and transport them to the scene of 
the accident in the river. Shortly 
thereafter CG 41503 coordinated 
a medivac with a Coast Guard 
helicopter from Elizabeth City, 
N.C. A Coast Guard rescue swim-
mer was deployed from the helo 
to assist with the basket hoist. 
During this operation, EMS per-
sonnel continued to stabilize the 
injured. 

CG 25837 with BMCS Welsh 
started transferring the injured 
to emergency vehicles and heli-
copters waiting at Water View. A 
landing area was created close 
to the fire department building 
nearby. 

The Thomases aboard AUX 
27137 started a vector search of 
the area, looking for a missing 
person. 

After all the injured were stabi-
lized, AUX 27137 transported the 
final four injured (one on a stokes 
litter and two on backboards), 
arriving at Water View about 1:12 
a.m. 

A total of 10 people were on 
the 22-foot Chaparral when it 
collided with a channel marker 
on the Rappahannock River. Five 
were transported by helicopter to 
VCU Medical Center, four others 
to hospitals in Gloucester and 
Tappahannock.

AUX 27137 then returned 
to the accident scene and was 

The Rescue Fleet:
(Coast Guard and Auxiliary vessels)

AUX 27137 = 27 ft. Sportcraft

AUX 22906 = 22 ft. Shamrock

AUX 25598 = 25 ft. Parker

AUX 25888 = 25 ft. C-Hawk

CG 25837 = 25 ft. aluminum response boat 

CG 41503 = 41 ft. aluminum utility boat

CG 87329 = 87 ft. steel cutter

Flotillla 33 members were first
on scene of tragic boating accident 

From left are (front row) Flotilla 33 members Jim Thomas and Amy Thomas; (next row) SN 
Brittainy Luke, MEC Richard Gonzalez and MK 2 Milton Marks.

directed by MEC Gonzalez to 
join in searching for the missing 
person. Sector Hampton Roads 
used computer programs to calcu-
late the set and drift (direction and 
speed) of the river and established 
the area for the search. MEC Gon-
zalez, using this data, requested 
creeping line searches on both 
the north and south shores. AUX 
27137 conducted the north (Lan-
caster) shore search and the Vir-
ginia Marine Police covered the 
south (Middlesex) shore. 

“We practice the different 
search patterns all the time, both 
individually and with Coast Guard 
Station Milford Haven,” said Jim 
Thomas, an auxiliary coxswain. 
“We are trained and prepared to 
conduct any type of search that 
the Coast Guard requests. Our 
twice a week two-boat training 
with Coast Guard coxswains, 
crews and boats really helps pre-
pare us to assist the Coast Guard 
in times of need.” 

It was a long and hot night, and 
the search and rescue operation 
was still going on when dawn 
broke. At 7 a.m., MEC Gonzalez 
and CG 41503 were relieved by 
the Coast Guard Cutter “Cochito,” 
CG 87329, from Sector Hampton 
Roads in Portsmouth. 

Calls also went out to addi-
tional members of Flotilla 33. 
At 7:25 a.m. Wally Dawson and 
Brian McArdle were picked up 
at a nearby pier by Jim and Amy 
Thomas to provide fresh eyes and 

ears aboard AUX 27137, along 
with much needed food and 
water. 

Station Milford Haven also 
called out additional auxiliary 
assets to relieve AUX 27137. At 
8:11 a.m., AUX 22906 arrived 
with Frans Kasteel and Ian 
Duncan aboard. AUX 25598 
with Roy Sheppard, Andy Ernst 
and Don Gallagher was en route 
from Fleet’s Bay. AUX 25888 
with John Mill, Dave Herndon 
and David Pope was placed on 
standby.

John Bull, director of public 
relations for the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission (VMRC), 
described the accident as “one of 
the worst boating accidents in the 
history of VMRC. No one I’ve 
talked to remembers one any 
worse. 

“People were thrown every 
which way,” Bull said. “The emer-
gency response was heroic, and I 
don’t use that word casually.”

Capt. Mark Ogle, command-
ing officer and Captain of the 
Port Coast Guard Sector Hamp-
ton Roads, who spent the entire 
night at the command center at 
Water View, added: “Our volun-
teer Coast Guard Auxiliary mem-
bers in that area were the first on 
scene. They came in and did a 
great job in one of the worst boat-
ing accidents I’ve ever seen.” 

“It was definitely the worst 
boating accident I’ve seen in 
my 17 years with the U.S. Coast 

Guard,” said MEC Gonzalez, On 
Scene Commander, coxswain 
aboard CG 41503.

Amy Thomas, auxiliary cox-
swain, added: “I am extremely 
proud to be a member of Team 
Coast Guard and have the oppor-
tunity to assist during this type of 
emergency situation. Many years 
of training were utilized during 
this case, getting the nine survi-
vors to shore where they could 
receive appropriate medical atten-
tion for the injuries sustained.” 

“We are saddened by the tragic 
loss of one life in the accident. I 
was proud of the quick and pro-
fessional response by our Coast 
Guard auxiliary members,” said 
Wally Dawson, Flotilla 33 Com-
mander. “We were fortunate to 
have facilities and trained person-
nel ready to respond quickly.” 

McArdle is a member of Flo-
tilla 33 of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. 

Chris Marshall of Church View in Middlesex 
County was one of the first rescue volunteers at the 
scene of the boat crash at channel marker 10 on 
the night of Monday, July 5, in the Rappahannock 
River. 

Marshall is a full-time medic/firefighter for the 
Hampton Fire Company and an EMT-1 with the 
Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department of Urbanna. 
He was home on the night of the boat crash that 
left one dead and nine injured, and he responded 
when he heard the call come over his scanner.

When Marshall arrived at Millstone Landing 
in Water View, Upper Middlesex Volunteer Fire 
Department fire chief George Longest instructed 
him to go to the crash scene aboard a Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Flotilla 33 boat, and provide medical 
assistance. Cathy Mitchell (EMT-I) and Kate Hall 
(EMT-B) of the Central Middlesex Volunteer 
Rescue Squad of Urbanna also went in the boat 
with Marshall.

“When I got to the scene, there were no lights 
to work by and it was a dark, difficult situation,” 
said Marshall last week. “I’m used to working in 
an environment where you have lights and you can 
walk around most anywhere you want. You can’t 
do that on the water.” 

When Marshall arrived, a Coast Guard heli-
copter had already airlifted out the most critical 
patient, an 11-year-old boy who was unresponsive.

“I thought all I was going to see was bumps and 
bruises,” said Marshall. “It wasn’t anything like 
that. It was one of the worst situations I’ve ever 

seen, and I work in downtown Hampton where I 
see people getting shot every night.” 

Marshall said the other eight survivors of the 
crash were in the 22-foot fiberglass Chaparral 
bow-rider when he arrived. “They were in pretty 
rough shape. One woman had a left ankle mangled 
up, and several had broken bones and facial inju-
ries,” he said. “I’m a large man, so when I stepped 
down in that 22-foot boat with eight people on it, I 
thought at first it was going to go under.

“For what they had been through, everyone in 
the boat was pretty calm,” continued Marshall. 
“No one mentioned the girl (Amanda Brady) who 
was overboard. I know they knew she was gone 
because I had already heard there was one person 
missing.”

Brady, 25, of Glen Allen, a fifth-grade teacher 
in Henrico County, died when she was thrown 
overboard in the crash. Her body was recovered 
from the bottom of the river the next morning. The 
official cause of death was drowning. 

Brady was with her fiance on the boat. All nine 
survivors suffered injuries, some very serious, and 
all had to be hospitalized.  

“From when the call came in and I got out there, 
it was well over an hour,” said Marshall. “They 
were glad to see me. They didn’t talk much. One 
of them told me they came down for the weekend 
to enjoy July 4th. I thought that was sad.

“We (fellow rescue volunteers) have all been 
talking about it,” continued Marshall. “You can’t 
put money or jail time on what that man (boat 
driver) is going to have to live with for the rest of 
his life. It was a horrible thing.”

‘One of the worse situations I’ve ever seen’

to thoroughly understand everything that transpired that night,” 
he said.  

All the injury victims have been released from the hospital 
except an 11-year-old boy, Zach Nixon, who received a serious 
head injury. “I understand that he is better but he is not out of the 
woods yet,” he said.

Bull said that if charges are filed, the Lancaster County’s Com-
monwealth’s Attorney will handle the case. He noted there was some 
confusion as to which county, Lancaster or Middlesex, had jurisdic-
tion in the case, but it has been officially decided that Lancaster will 
handle any prosecution. 

Bull earlier indicated any charges would be filed in Middlesex, but 
the incident happened on the Lancaster side of the river, he noted.

by Larry S. Chowning

by Brian McArdle

Victim update
continued from page A1
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Presents
Locavore Dinner

Tomato Celebration  
with Ingleside Vineyards

Please join us as Chef TV Flynn uses locally grown 
tomatoes in an outstanding four course dining event. 

Experience the incredible flavor of heirloom tomatoes 
paired with the fine wines from the Northern Neck’s 

own Ingleside Vineyards. 

Thursday, July 22, 2010 6:30 p.m.

First Course
Best of the Bay Crab Cake
Golden Tomato Vinaigrette and 

Candied Kalamata Olives

Second Course
Heirloom Tomato and Watermelon Salad

Tomato Smoothie Shooter

Third Course
Herb Roasted Loin of Veal

Smoked Tomato and Lobster Risotto with 
Farmer’s Market Succotash

Fourth Course
Ricotta Tart

Copper Kettle Peanut Brittle and Green Zebra Jam

$85 per person.  Please contact our concierge for 
your reservations at (804) 438.4489

480 King Carter Dr.  Irvington, VA  22480
(804) 438.5000   Fax (804) 438.5222   

www.tidesinn.com

*3.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on that portion of the balance up to $25,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are 
met. 1.45% APY paid on that portion of the balance over $25,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. If you do not meet the 
requirements during a given cycle, you will earn the Base Rate of 0.05%. Rates are effective as of the date of publication. At the bank’s 
discretion, the interest rate and APY may change at any time after the account is opened. No minimum balance required. However, you 
must deposit $100.00 to open this account. No monthly service charge. **If you do not meet the requirements per cycle, your account 

will still function as a free checking account earning the Base Rate, however it will not receive ATM refunds for that time period. 
Available to personal accounts only. Fees may reduce earnings. EVB® is a registered trademark of EVB in the United States.

Visit any of our 25 locations,
including Callao, Heathsville, and Urbanna. 

www.bankevb.com • (804) 443-4333 • 1-888-464-BANK (2265)

WATER VIEW—When 
Upper Middlesex Volunteer 
Fire Department chief George 
Longest heard a call for help 
over his monitor at 9:52 p.m. 
on July 5, he had no idea that 
he would soon be involved in 
a search-and-rescue mission 
involving one of the worst boat-
ing accidents in recent history 
on the Rappahannock River.

A Glen Allen woman, 25, 
died and nine people were 
injured, some seriously, when 
a 22-foot fiberglass Chaparral 
ran head-on into the steel legs 
of the #10 channel marker near 
Morattico in Lancaster County. 
The boat was traveling about 
35 miles per hour at the time of 
the crash, according to marine 
police.

Even though Millstone Land-
ing at Water View was on the 
other side of the river in Mid-
dlesex County, the deep water 
and large parking facilities at 
the Water View landing pro-
vided a better staging site for 
search-and-rescue efforts than 
any site in Lancaster County 
that was close to the accident 
scene.

Longest was listening to his 
radio when he overheard a dis-
patcher asking county deputy 
Trey Blake if he was aware of 
the location of Buoy 10 in the 
river because there had been a 
boating accident there.

“I called Deputy Blake by 
cell phone,” said Longest in a 
written statement. “He advised 
me that there was a possible 
boating accident with possible 
injuries totaling 12.”

During the early stages of the 
event, rescue and Coast Guard 
officials were not sure how 
many passengers were on the 
boat at the time of the crash. 
There had been 12 onboard the 
boat but, unknown at the time, 
two young male passengers 
had earlier been dropped off 
at Grey’s Point in Topping to 
meet their parents. There were 
10 on the boat when it struck 
the channel marker.

Longest proceeded to Mill-
stone Landing dock and was 
advised by dispatcher Tammy 
Ellis that an 11-year-old boy in 
the accident had a serious head 
injury.

As chief of the Upper Middle-
sex Volunteer Fire Department 
(UMVFD), Longest imme-
diately advised the sheriff ’s 
dispatcher he would assume 
command of the location, and 
proceeded to direct search-and-
rescue traffic at the landing site 
in Water View.

Assistant Water View fire 
chief Billy Collier set up a com-
mand station at the firehouse to 
direct and organize helicopter 
and rescue squad vehicles as 
patients were being unloaded 
to be transported to hospitals.

Deputy Blake was the eyes 
and ears of the entire operation 
as he set up a station at the top 
of the hill at Millstone where 
he monitored the Coast Guard 
radio channel. Throughout 
the night and into the morn-
ing, Blake informed the Coast 
Guard, Longest and Collier of 
the intelligence needed to off-
load and transport patients.

“It was a amazing team 
effort,” said Middlesex Sheriff 
Guy Abbott, who was on the 
scene most of the night work-
ing with the Coast Guard.

At the beginning of the 
rescue effort, the Central 
Middlesex Volunteer Rescue 
Squad (CMVRS) of Urbanna 
was already at the Millstone 
Landing site and the Middle-
sex County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad (MCVRS) of Deltaville 
was en route. The Middlesex 
Volunteer Fire Department 
(MVFD) of Urbanna had a 
crew standing by if needed. 

MVFD and the Middlesex 
sheriff ’s office assisted in set-
ting up lights at Millstone 
Landing and at a designated 
helicopter landing site next to 
the Water View Firehouse.

The sheriff ’s dispatcher then 
contacted three local hospitals, 
alerting them to the situation 
and determining how many 
patients each hospital could 
handle.

Riverside Walter Reed Hos-
pital in Gloucester advised the 
dispatcher it could handle two 
“red” (seriously injured) and 
two “green” (not so serious). 
Rappahannock General Hos-
pital in Kilmarnock reported it 
could handle one red and two 
green, and Riverside Tappah-
annock Hospital said it could 
handle two or three patients, 
depending on the extent of 
their injuries.

“With the arrival of a few 
members of Water View Fire 
Department, I assigned the 

assistant fire chief to set up a 
landing zone for the medical 
helicopters,” said Longest.

Longest and others were 
kept in touch with the events 
on the water by Deputy Blake, 
who advised Longest that the 
11-year-old boy with the seri-
ous head injury was “unrespon-
sive but breathing.”

“A few moments later all 
the rescue squads and medi-
cal units began to arrive,” said 
Longest. “We lined the medical 
units up, one in front of another 
facing out for transport, and we 
waited. Sheriff Guy Abbott and 
his deputies were setting up 
more lighting so we could see 
better.

“Captain Chris Marshall [of 
the MVFD] arrived and he 

was assigned along with other 
members of Central Middlesex 
Volunteer Rescue Squad to go 
with the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
(Flotilla 33 of Kilmarnock) 
boat to help bring in patients,” 
said Longest. 

Marshall is an EMT-I with the 
MVFD. He and EMT-I Cathy 
Mitchell and EMT-E Kate Hall 
of the CMVRS proceeded to 
the crash scene aboard the aux-
iliary boat.

“Chris was a big help in 
giving me information on each 
patient prior to them being 
transported from the accident 
scene to the dock,” said Lon-
gest. “This information enabled 
me to determine if the patient 
was to be transported by air or 
medic unit.” 

Eight patients were brought 
to Millstone Landing by boat. 
The 11-year-old boy was air-
lifted from the crash scene on 
the water by a Coast Guard 
helicopter from Elizabeth City, 
N.C. The boy was taken to the 
Water View fire house where 
he was transferred to a Life 
EVAC III helicopter and flown 
to MCV in Richmond, said 
Longest.

In addition to several ambu-
lances from the CMVRS and 
MCVRS of Middlesex, two 
ambulances from Tappah-
annock-Essex and one from 
Gloucester were at the rescue 
site at Millstone Landing.

Captain Kevin Mounts of 
CMVRS was assigned the job 
of “medical sector,” the person 
who coordinates the medi-
cal personnel and units at the 
rescue site. He was assisted by 
Troy Jackson of the MCVRS. 

Mark Shelton of MVFD was 
assigned the job of tracking all 
units on the scene, the number 
of patients, to which location 
they were transported, and by 
which unit.

“When the first boat came 
to the dock with four patients, 
crews from all the medic units 
assisted each other in preparing 
the patients for transport,” said 
Longest. “One was flown to 
MCV by Life EVAC I, and the 
other three were transported 
by vehicle to Riverside Walter 

Reed.
“When Captain Marshall 

returned to the scene for the 
second transport, he advised 
me that we would possibly 
need two more helicopters,” 
said Longest. 

The Nightingale and Life 
Care helicopters responded to 
the scene.

When the second boat 
docked with the last four 
patients, two were transported 
to the firehouse to be flown 
to MCV, with the other two 
patients transported to River-
side Tappahannock.

“Everyone worked very 
well together and it was a very 
organized scene at the boat 
landing and at the firehouse 
landing,” said Longest. “I want 
to thank everyone for a great 
job. Everyone went above and 
beyond the call of duty. Every-
one worked hard to make sure 
every patient was transported 
with best of care.”

Numerous volunteers and 
others were at Millstone Land-
ing from about 10:30 p.m. July 
5, to 9:15 a.m. July 6, when a 
VMRC boat pulled up to the 
dock with the body of 25-year-
old Amanda Brady, who 
drowned after being thrown 
into the river by the impact 
of the crash. The Coast Guard 
located her body by sonar on 

the bottom of the river, and 
State Police search and rescue 
divers brought her body to 
the surface at about 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday morning.

According to marine police, 
Miss Brady, a fifth-grade 
school teacher in Henrico 
County, and the other adults 
aboard the boat were not wear-
ing life jackets. All the youth 
aboard were wearing life jack-
ets.

Sheriff Abbott stayed with 
the family of Miss Brady 
onshore during the search for 
her body. “Before her body 
was found, Miss Brady’s 
family came down from the 
Washington, D.C., area and I 
called Ronnie Russell, chap-
lain of fire department, to meet 
with them,” he said. 

“When the family arrived, 
we all greeted them and Ronnie 
had everyone hold hands and 
we all prayed,” said Abbott. 

“Her family had already left 
when the Coast Guard brought 
in her body. Ronnie came 
down to the landing and the 
Coast Guard personnel, State 
Police, my deputies, and those 
from the Virginia Game and 
Inland Fisheries all held hands 
and we prayed over her body, 
said Abbott. “It was one of the 
most touching moments I’ve 
ever experienced in my life.”

Team effort of EMS groups credited with successful rescue operations

“Everyone worked very well together and 
it was a very organized scene at the boat 
landing and at the firehouse landing,” said 
Longest. “I want to thank everyone for a 
great job. Everyone went above and beyond 
the call of duty. Everyone worked hard to 
make sure every patient was transported 
with best of care.”

—Fire chief George Longest

by Larry S. Chowning

In the early morning hours of Tuesday, July 6, VMRC marine police officers inspect the crushed 
22-foot fiberglass Chaparral bow-rider at Millstone Landing in Water View. Photo by George 
Longest, chief of the Upper Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department
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Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Country music singer and 
sausage king Jimmy Dean 

died last month. He was 81. 
Dean was nominated for the 
Country Music Hall of fame 
in 2010, and inducted posthu-
mously.

Among music fans, he 
was best known for his 1961 
crossover hit about a heroic 
miner, “Big Bad John.”

Recorded in Nashville, the 
record went to number one 
on the Billboard pop chart 
and topped other country and 
pop lists as well. It sold over 
a million copies, and was 
awarded a gold disc. The song 
won Dean the 1962 Grammy 
Award for Best Country & 
Western Recording.

But this ain’t about Jimmy 
Dean. It’s about John.

The name John derives 
from two characters in the 
New Testament, John the 
Baptist and the Apostle John. 
It means “The Lord is gra-
cious.” It evolved through 
Hebrew, Greek and Latin and 
eventually into the English 
language, by way of France, 
in the 11th century. From the 
1550s through the 1960s it 
was one of the most common 
names in English-speaking 
countries.

John is the most popular 
name in the U.S. A quarter 
of all Americans are named 
John. How many others do 
you know?

John Adams
John Q. Adams
Johnny Appleseed
John Ashcroft
John Audubon
John Belushi
Johnny Bench
John Birch
John Wilkes Booth
John Brown
John E. Burton 
John Cabot
John C. Calhoun
John Candy
Johnny Carson
Johnny Cash
Catfish John
John Christopher
John Cleese
John Coltrane
John Warren Cooke
John Cupp
John N. Dalton
John Dean
Dear John
John Deere
John DeLorean
John Denver
Johnny Depp
John Dillinger
John Doe
John Eddie
John Edwards
John Ehrilchman
Elton John
John England
John Farmer
John Fleet
John Glenn
John Goodman
John Greenwood
John Grisham
John Hancock
John Thomas Hardin
John Henry
John Hill
John Hinckley Jr.
Johnny House
John Hunt
John Jay
John Jett
John Paul Jones
John Keats
John F. Kennedy
John Kerry
Johnny Kinkead
John Lennon
John Locke
John Madden
John Malkovich
John Marshall
John Martin
John Milton
John McCain
John McEnroe
John O’Shaughnessey
Pope John Paul II
John Lester Pitman
John Prine
Johnny Reb
John D. Rockefeller Sr.
John Smith
Johnny Smith
John Philip Sousa
John Steinbeck
John Travolta
John Tyler
Johnny Unitas
John Updike
John Walker
Johnnie Walker
John Boy Walton
John Howard Walton
John Warner
John Wayne
John Wesley
John Wilson

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Last Sunday afternoon we traveled up to Rich-
mond to pay a visit to the Virginia Museum of 

Fine Arts (VMFA). We had not been there since the 
opening of the newly expanded galleries and, per-
sonally, I was as anxious to see the architecture as 
the treasures contained therein. The new space is 
great for exhibits, which do not have to be crowded 
together, and the visitors are free of congestion as 
well. Space is seldom ample in a museum, but the 
VMFA has found a way to give plenty of room, 
both to things and to people, making possible 
seeing the items in their own integrity. 

As has been my practice on every other visit, 
the first call was on the Faberge collection donated 
to the museum by Lillian Thomas Pratt upon her 
death in 1947. She was the wife of the wealthy 
industrialist, John Lee Pratt, and together they had 
restored Chatham, the Ante Bellum mansion over-
looking the city of Fredericksburg from the north 
shore of the Rappahannock. Their house had been 
the scene of some of the bloodiest action of the 
War Between the States, the west parlor of which 
had been the amputation room for the wounded 
Union soldiers. Outside, the severed limbs had 
been piled up, waiting to be carted away.

Interestingly, living at a site of such carnage, 
Mrs. Pratt collected art from the Russian Imperial 
Royal Family, who met such brutal deaths them-
selves at the hands of the Bolsheviks on July 18, 
1918, at Ekaterinburg. Her specialty was the hand-
work of Peter Carl Faberge, the court jeweler, who 
made exquisite pieces, the most famous being the 
Easter eggs, bejeweled boxes that contained min-
iatures of art and statuary illustrative of imperial 

history.
She extended her interest beyond the eggs to 

enameled ewers, glass  and silver. She was the first 
American to popularize Faberge, later to become 
the passion of the publisher Malcolm Forbes. The 
VMFA room also contains pictures and descrip-
tions of the Pratts. John Lee Pratt was one of three 
brothers, one of whom became a doctor, and the 
founder of Fredericksburg’s famous Pratt Clinic. 
The third brother became Chief of Police of Wash-
ington, D.C. In three disparate areas each achieved 
tremendous success.

Across from Faberge is the gallery of English 
silver, a vast display of some of the finest pieces in 
America, with explanations of the method of hall-
marking and the classifications that British makers 
developed in concert with the government, the 
concept of which survives to this day. The silver 
collection is on a par with the Faberge, and is the 
best I have seen in this country.

The museum’s display of furniture is not as 
large as others such as the DeWitt Wallace Collec-

tion in Williamsburg, but the pieces are particu-
larly grand. Two years ago the Museum of the City 
of New York gave the VMFA a period room from 
one of the city’s ornate houses, done in the Renais-
sance Revival style of the last half of the 19th cen-
tury. It is a splendid example of the fine detail and 
high style of America’s Gilded Age.  

The furniture collection includes representa-
tive pieces from across the spectrum of American 
history. A section from an ancient Egyptian wall, 
Greek and Roman sculptures, a mosaic floor from 
a Roman building, medieval carvings of gothic 
design and Art Nouveau and Art Deco master-
pieces abound. The overall collection is truly com-
prehensive.

The museum has had many benefactors over the 
years. Among its founders and strongest support-
ers was the Northern Neck’s ever-generous donor, 
Mrs. Alfred I. duPont, along with Paul Mellon, of 
Upperville, who lavished paintings from his own 
collection wanting Virginia to have a state museum 
second to none. At his death at 92 in 1999, his final 
largess to the Commonwealth and the nation was 
the bequest of $20 million to restore Montpelier, 
James and Dolley Madison’s mansion in the Pied-
mont.

The VMFA is open every day of the year, and 
hosts remarkable traveling exhibits such as the 
current display on the works of Louis Comfort Tif-
fany, well worth a visit in their own right. Given 
Richmond’s central position in the Commonwealth, 
all school children should have the opportunity to 
visit the museum in the course of their education. 
They will grow to be better citizens if they do.

Given Richmond’s central position 
in the Commonwealth, all school 
children should have the oppor-
tunity to visit the museum in the 
course of their education. They will 
grow to be better citizens if they do.

Focal Point

This miniature horse, R Little Bits, found the sprinkler a 
welcome refreshment during the recent hot spell.

Photo by John Nelson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Congress was out of session for the July 4th Inde-
pendence Day District Work Period, and I enjoyed 
the chance to spend time visiting with constituents 
and hearing more about what is on their minds and 
how I can better serve them.

On Tuesday, I had joined several pastors and 
educators in Fredericksburg for a joint meeting of 
my First District Pastors and Education Advisory 
councils. The council members met with represen-
tatives from the Department of Education to discuss 
building partnerships to better serve communities 
by bringing together faith-based and neighborhood 
organizations with existing groups. 

These partnerships are critical, and it is important 
to coordinate resources so they complement rather 
than hinder each other. It was a productive meet-
ing. Council members will meet soon to discuss the 
possibility of forming a taskforce of representatives 
from education, community, and faith-based organi-
zations to open communications and provide aware-
ness of local challenges. To get involved with either 
council, call my Yorktown office at 757-874-6687.

I also had the opportunity to visit AREVA New-
port News, a company that manufactures compo-
nents for nuclear power plants.  AREVA partnered 
with Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding to build a 

facility that will create more than 250 private-sector 
jobs. This is great news for the Hampton Roads 
economy and for our energy security. 

Nuclear power is clean and affordable, and it 
should be an important part of our comprehensive 
energy policy. With so many concerns about clean 
air and greenhouse gas emissions, nuclear power is 
a safe and reliable carbon emission-free source of 
electric power.  Many countries are rapidly develop-
ing their nuclear industries, including China, which 
is expected to complete 22 nuclear energy reactors 
this year and has plans for over 100 additional reac-
tors in the near future. The U.S. hasn’t ordered a new 
reactor since 1978.

About a third of Virginia’s electricity is supplied 
by nuclear power, and our energy demands are 
expected to significantly increase in the next few 
decades. To meet these challenges, we need a com-
prehensive energy policy that relies on American-
made resources, including nuclear energy, natural 
gas, oil, coal, and renewable and alternative sources 
such as wind and solar power.

Nuclear energy is a reliable source of electricity, 
both environmentally and economically. I enjoyed 
visiting the folks at AREVA Newport News who are 
making this power source a reality.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Government reform 
& restructuring – Part I

Following are some of the recommen-
dations I sent in a letter to Governor Bob 
McDonnell for his Commission on Gov-
ernment Reform and Restructuring: 

• My first recommendation deals with 
the Department of General Services 
(DGS). As you know, any structure 
placed on state land must go through 
DGS and their architectural and engi-
neering process (A&E). This has led to 
extraordinary inefficiencies and deci-
sions which are clearly not made with 
the taxpayer in mind.

For instance, I have attached copies 
of correspondence for the engineering 
requirements on an information kiosk 
for the Department of Conservation and 

Recreation (DCR). In it you will note 
DGS is sending plans back because 
some of the nonstructural trim boards do 
not meet at the proper angles. I also have 
attached correspondence from DGS 
requesting more gravel to be placed 
along the drip line of a tractor storage 
shed. Finally, it has been confirmed to 
me by state employees – including DGS 
employees - that an engineering study is 
needed before a flag pole can be placed 
on state property. 

With all due respect, engineering flag-
pole placement is akin to using a band 
saw to cut butter. My proposed solution 
dealt with an exemption for projects 
under a certain dollar value, however, 
another solution could create a default 
for following the uniform statewide 

building code for lesser projects.
• An additional recommendation con-

cerns the Virginia Correctional Enter-
prises (VCE). As you are aware, VCE 
uses prison labor to build office furniture 
which is sold to nonprofits and which 
most state agencies are required to pur-
chase. The VCE is nongeneral fund and 
receives the vast majority of its funding 
from state agencies. Furthermore, the 
Code of Virginia in §53.1-51 says that 
it is malfeasance for a state employee to 
purchase furniture from a source other 
than VCE.

I am sure we agree the rehabilitative 
aspect of VCE makes it a valuable pro-
gram. There is no social program like 
a job, and for many in our correctional 
system VCE provides training which 

positively reduces recidivism. 
However, I’m sure we further agree 

that VCE should be a stand-alone pro-
gram, and if office furniture and supplies 
can be bought more inexpensively on the 
open market, then it should be done for 
the benefit of the taxpayer. Perhaps VCE 
should become a general fund agency 
whose funding is offset by the traditional 
nongeneral fund sources. This would 
give VCE better flexibility for job train-
ing in today’s environment, and decrease 
the taxpayer’s burden. 

Finally, it should be noted that the leg-
islature has exempted itself from this pro-
gram it deems worthy for all other state 
agencies. I find this unconscionable. 

Next week: Part II includes VMRC, 
DGIF and pickup trucks.

YOUR LETTERS

The July 8, 2010, issue of 
the Rappahannock Record 
reported on the Indepen-
dence Day celebration at the 
Commons in Irvington and 
stated that visitors gathered 
for an evening of patriotic 
entertainment.  

Actually what transpired 
was about 10 minutes of patri-
otic entertainment and about 
120 minutes of Broadway 
show tunes, jazz, and other 
miscellaneous music. Only 
the opening with the “Star 
Spangled Banner,” a very 
brief medley of the services’ 
theme songs, and one encore 
qualified as patriotic music.  

While I enjoyed the show 
tunes, jazz, and other music, 
this function is billed as and 
is supposed to be a “patriotic” 
celebration. In the 10-plus 
years my family and I have 
been attending the concert, 
this was the most disappoint-
ing. 

Whatever happened to the 
days when the concert had the 
crowd on its feet most of the 
time waving flags and sing-
ing along with the band? The 

Concert light
on patriotic
entertainment

As co-chairman of the 
Animal Welfare League’s 
(AWL) Dog Days of Summer 
art event, I am sad and dis-
heartened to report that one 
of the dog statues has been 
stolen off the street in the 
Steptoe’s District of Kilmar-
nock. 

The statue is Molly, the 
Wayfaring Pirate, designed 
by Chris Trimble of Trimble’s 
Tavern Antiques of White 
Stone. One of two in front of 
the Noblett showroom, it was 
stolen either late July 9, or 
early July 10. 

The event, which fea-
tures 15, unfortunately now 
14, decorative dog statues 
relies on a bidding process 
that runs until September 4. 
The AWL staged this event 
in good faith, knowing that 
other localities have held 
similar events without inci-
dent. In fact, the Northern 
Neck Kennel Club held a 
similar event in Kilmarnock 
several years ago. Nothing 
was ripped off.

Let me inject a dose of 
reality and, perhaps, shame 
the thieves into returning 
the dog. The thieves need to 
know that the Animal Wel-
fare League purchased the 15 
statues, so they are our invest-
ment and our property. Art-

band leader made a brief ref-
erence to budget and staffing 
cuts, but I don’t see how this 
should cause such a dramatic 
change in the selections per-
formed.

 John Payne, 
Lancaster

Statue stolen

Molly, the Wayfaring Pirate

ists generously contributed 
their time and talent to help 
our nonprofit during these 
difficult economic times.  

Although the AWL thrift 
shop is doing well, and we 
thank the public for their 
patronage and donations, we 
must constantly work to fund 
our spay/neuter, fostering, 
adoption, and humane educa-
tion programs. 

Due to the poor economy, 
more people seek our help to 
sterilize, feed, and provide 
veterinary care for their pets. 
Increasingly, people are turn-
ing in or abandoning pets 
because they cannot afford 
to care for them. Currently, 
we have many dogs and cats 
in foster care. Two dogs were 
added to that number just last 
night. A week ago we put 20 
puppies on the “Puppy Train” 
which goes to no-kill shelters 
in the northeast. All this costs 
money.

Although the theft has 
been reported to the police, 
we encourage the people who 
took the statue to simply put 
it back in front of Noblett’s. 
The AWL will ask no ques-
tions. So, thieves, return the 
dog statue! The animals we 
care for need what it repre-
sents far more than you need 
an ill-gotten trophy.

Suzanne Mattingly,
Irvington

It’s 10 years since the Iraq war 
started and America’s  only Euro-
pean ally  realizes the lives of 
their young soldiers  is not  a price 
they are  willing to endure for a 
country and region of the world 
that can arguably be  described as 
having one foot remaining in the 
times of Alexander the Great.

What is America getting out 
of this war? About  5,600 dead 
American soldiers, 33,000 
wounded, hundreds of thousands 
of cases of traumatic brain injury 
(TBI), defined as any head injury, 
concussion or impact resulting in 
a loss of consciousness. 

The June 11 edition of the 
Huffington Post reported on an 
unpublished U.S. Army study of 
18,305 First Infantry Division 
soldiers at Fort Carson, Colo., 

What do these
wars mean?

WARS, continued on page A7
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Announcement 
 FY2011 Signup DateS 

  

VA Agricultural Best Management Practices 
CoSt-Share program

Monday, July 12 – Friday, August 20

For information, or to sign up,  pleaSe ContaCt: 

NNSWCD District Office
5559 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 22572
804 333-3525, ext 102

Thanks Very Much For Caring

I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the kind motorists 
who stopped to help me Wednesday evening, June 30, when I no-
ticed smoke pouring from under the hood of my car.  I had just ap-
proached the corner of Good Luck Road and Route 200 at about 5 
pm when I noticed the smoke – and stopped.  Robert McBurney, who 
was traveling in the car immediately behind me, was quick to act in 
locating the source of the fire, containing and quickly extinguishing it, 
minimizing damage to my car.  While Mr. McBurney was working on 
the fire, another motorist, whom I know only as “Mike”, also stopped, 
gave assistance, and helped us push the car across the street to a 
safe location. I am so grateful to you both.

Thanks too, to all the other concerned drivers who stopped, offered 
bottles of water, called 911, and were prepared to help in any way 
they could. Special thanks go to the young woman with Mr. McBur-
ney who literally stopped traffic while the car was pushed across 
Route 200. I’m sorry I didn’t get your name.

Many thanks to you all. 

Jeanne Rosenwald
Kilmarnock

75th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

TICKETS

JULY 29th - AUGUST 7th

(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 4,000 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

Support the

KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S
75th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

2010 CHEVY CAMARO

Provided by Ken Houtz Chevrolet & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.Provided by Ken Houtz Chevrolet & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

conducted by Col. Heidi Terrio, 
that found 40 percent of return-
ing soldiers had experienced at 
least a mild TBI. 

Assuming that 1.5 million 
personnel have served in Iraq 
or Afghanistan, that percent-
age would indicate as many as 
600,000 casualties, more than the 
July 2009 population, 599,657, 
of Washington, D.C.

To pay for World War II, Amer-
icans bought savings bonds and 
put extra notches in their belts. 
President Harry Truman raised 
taxes and cut nonmilitary spend-
ing to pay for the Korean War. 
During Vietnam, the U.S. raised 
taxes, but still watched deficits 
soar. But to pay for the ongoing 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the U.S. has used its credit card, 
counting on the Chinese and 
other foreign buyers of its debt to 
pay the bills. The  Congressional 
Budget Office estimates we are 
spending $9 billion a month to  
wage  a war that very  few people 
want.

 Every state in the country is 
fiscally hanging by a thread. For 
all intents and purposes, Cali-
fornia and Illinois are bankrupt. 
Teachers are laid off, social ser-
vice programs are cut back, if not 
cut off. Unemployment benefits 
are not being funded. Millions of 
people are unemployed through 
no fault of their own. What could 
that $9 billion a month do for our 
country at this time?

 This war  is not  about the 
threat of Fascism or Commu-
nism or the Domino theory. The 
U.S. military has  been unable 
to come to terms with the mean-
ing of implied threat, or  in the 
ensuing  50 years since Vietnam, 
guerrilla warfare. The U.S. is 
without question the strongest 
military force in the world. Yet 
frighteningly, the U.S. did not  
wake up to the fact  that carrying 
the biggest stick was not the only  
answer  in the next generation of 
warfare. Lessons that may have 
been learned  in Vietnam were 
lost to the big sticks of Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield.

 On July 1, the  New York 
Times reported  al-Qaeda has 
“fewer than 500 members” in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and 
in Iraq  estimates up to several 
thousand. Yet the U.S., with its 
tens of thousands of troops and  
$9 billion a month kill only a few 
here and there. Is it really worth 
the cost?

I was raised with the utmost 
respect and awe for the American 
military. My family has fought 
and died in every war this coun-
try has fought since World War I.  
In black and white, in plain Eng-
lish, without an agenda  so that 
the majority understand, What 
do  these wars  really mean to 
America?

Barry R. Mandell, 
Weems

Wars
continued from page A6

Candidate on parade
First District Democratic candidate for the U.S. House of 
Representatives Krystal Ball participated in the Irvington 
Independence Day parade. From left are (front row)  Aimee 
Collins-Mandeville and Gazelle Aytes; (next row) Donna 
Anderson, Donna Thompson, Ball, Grace Perkins and Ella 
Davis; (next row) Earl Haddon, Jim Renner and Sarah Renner.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the July 15, 1910, issue of the 

Virginia Citizen)

Afro-American Notes
Prof. Booker T. Washington has recently 

written Rev. D. H. Chamberlayne that he will 
come to Kilmarnock, but on account of so 
many engagements he cannot now name a 
definite date. Due notice will be given in the 
Virginia Citizen.

Teagle Cator has been granted a pension by 
the federal government for services in the civil 
war, dating from February 9th last.

Miss Pauline Parker, of Burgess Store, is 
visiting her sister Mrs. W. A. Wood and other 
relatives near Tombs.

Millenbeck
Hon. John C. Ewell, of Bertrand, was in Bal-

timore a few weeks ago on business.
We are glad to report that L. Rogers is able to 

get out again after being indisposed for several 
months.

Miss Elizabeth Warren and brother, Purnell, 
visited their aunt, Mrs. F. P. Mullen, at Sharps, 
last week.

Mrs. Geo. E. Lewis was visiting at her paren-
tal home at Saluda the past week.

Mrs. E. T. Schools and children were visiting 

relatives in Middlesex county last week.
Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Booth of Sampson’s 

Wharf spent a few days the past week at Mrs. 
Booth’s parent al home near Ottoman.

The stork visited the home of Mr. and Mrs. F. 
H. Starr last week and left a little boy.

Sugar corn is being shipped from here in 
large quantities and is bringing fair prices.

Dental Notice
I will be at Ottoman for one week beginning 

July 18th prepared to do dental work. Dr. B. B. 
Edmonds

Boat Notes
In the event of the failure of any licensed 

officer to report a casualty to a vessel of which 
he may be in command or connected with, the 
inspectors of steam vessels are, under the regu-
lations, compelled to revoke the license of the 
officer whose duty it was to make such a report.

About July 23rd a fixed white light will 
be established in 7 feet of water on the shoal 
making off below Long Point, Rappahannock 
River, to take place of middle ground buoy, 
which will be discontinued.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

KILMARNOCK—While 
many assume that health care 
reform has taken care of the 
need for Virginia’s health care 
safety net, the opposite is 
true, according to the state’s 
industry leaders, said North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic 
executive director Jeanne 
Nelson.

Now and in the foreseeable 
future, in fact, “the number 
of uninsured Virginians seek-
ing treatment from Virginia’s 
health care safety net has 
never been greater,” accord-
ing to a joint statement from 
the executive directors of the 
Virginia Health Care Founda-
tion, the Virginia Association 
of Free Clinics, and the Vir-
ginia Community Healthcare 
Association. “Casualties of 
the recession” continue to 
swell the numbers of the low-
income and underinsured.

The clinic is the key com-
ponent of Virginia’s health 
care safety net in the Northern 
Neck and Middlesex County, 

Local Free Health Clinic 
appeals for more donations

Nelson said. With its main 
office in Kilmarnock and out-
reach facilities in Westmore-
land and Middlesex counties, 
the clinic serves about 1,800 
active patients, providing 
medical, dental and pharma-
ceutical care to those whose 
incomes are less than 200 
percent of the federal poverty 
level and who are underin-
sured.

Many of the clinic’s new 
patients recently have seen 
their work hours and health 
insurance coverage reduced 
or eliminated, she said.

Since most of the changes 
with the new health reform 
law don’t take effect for 
nearly four years, hundreds of 
thousands of Virginians rely 
on free clinics or commu-
nity health centers for their 
basic care, said Nelson. State 
leaders noted that even after 
reform changes take effect, 
many people will be ineligi-
ble for coverage or unable to 
afford it.

Meanwhile, the clinic is 
doing the best it can to keep 
up, operating weekdays and 
Tuesday and Thursday eve-
nings on a $1.1 million annual 
budget, said Nelson. 

The recession, which 
resulted in an increased 
demand for services, also has 
a negative impact on fund-
raising, she continued.

“Donations are direly 
needed,” said Nelson. “Rais-
ing money has been espe-
cially challenging the last two 
years. Discretionary income 
has dwindled. Strong com-
munity support continues, but 
the size of contributions is 
down.” 

The clinic still has to raise 
about $600,000, she said. 
Every $1 donated generates 
some $5.70 worth of care.

“Donors and volunteers 
make this clinic what it is,” 
Nelson said. 

Donations may be sent to the 
Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic at P.O. Box 1694, Kil-
marnock, VA, 22482. 

The Rappahannock Record is planning a special tribute to the 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department’s 75th Annual Firemen’s 
Festival.

Please send us your photos and/or recollections from past 
carnivals by July 21. Drop them by the office at 27 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock or email them to editor@rrecord.com.

The opportunity also exists for businesses, organizations and 
individuals to compliment the carnival through brief acknowl-
edgments or display advertising. Contact the advertising depart-
ment at 435-1701, ext. 12, or email sara.amiss@rrecord.com, 
marilyn@rrecord.com or joanna@rrecord.com. 

Wanted: Your carnival memories
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UPPER LANCASTER VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT

 

33rd Annual 
Labor Day Festival

Saturday, September 4
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Lively, VA
 

CRAFTERS WANTED
 

We are looking for crafters to 
come and sell their wares.

Rent a 10ft X 10ft space to display your Arts 
& Crafts,Organizations or Advertisements.

 
Great for the home selling business.

 
$10.00 per space or $20.00 for two spaces.

 
Applications must be received by Sept.1,2010.

 
 

For more information and an application,
 

Please call:
 

Rick (436-4040) or email at 
laurenselph@yahoo.com

IDOL
at the

Sign Up NOW for 3 weeks of summer 
singing fun for the whole family!

3-5pm Sunday, July 18th, July 25th & August 1st 

Grand Finale August 8th

Three Age Categories: Ages 8-12 years
Ages 13-15 years, Ages 16-20 years

Judges will select 1 Grand Prize Winner from each age group. 
No registration fee!

Call 436-1100 or stop by Alley Cafe for details!

436-1100

Pre Teen/Teen

Name:__________________________________
Birthdate:_______________________________
Address:________________________________
Phone:__________________________________

Return applications ASAP to Alley Cafe!
*Adult must accompany child throughout event*

 Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive 
In Burgess and Kilmarnock

Kilmarnock - 435-0911
Burgess - 453-4444

Sales Department - 435-2021

Invite you to get your 
vehicle repaired at any 
one of our locations. 

WE DO IT ALL! 
We can even fix those pesky check engine 

lights that others can’t fix. And, if you’re looking 
for a new ride, we can help with that as well 
at Dunn-Rite Auto SAleS. So give us a call 

to schedule an appointment today or to 
inquire about a new vehicle.

Two Ways to Order

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Rappahannock Garden Club 
toured Sharon Rowe’s cottage-
style  garden July 8. 

Rowe maintains  over 500 
varieties of day lilies  and 
beautiful hillside gardens of 
bright perennials and annu-
als, said club president Sandra 
Harris. The many garden 
rooms are  connected by wind-
ing paths  with expansive water 
views of Carter’s Creek. 

Harris welcomed some 40 
members and three guests. They 
had a luncheon of colorful 
salads featuring  edible flow-
ers and herbs, she said. Host-
esses were Judy Ripley, Donna 
Anderson, Reta Stover, Susan 
Edmonds and Carol Shear.

The club will meet at noon 
August 12 at Grace Episco-
pal Church in Kilmarnock. 
Lyn Carter of Salt of the Earth 
will  speak on organic garden-
ing.

 The club meets at noon the  
second Thursday of the month , 
March through December, at 
Grace Episcopal Church in Kil-
marnock. To join, call Glenda 
Decker at 435-1498.

RICHMOND—“Things like 
this just don’t happen to us!”

That was Harold 
Muhammed’s reaction as he was 
about to collect his $100,000 
prize from the Virginia Lottery, 
according to Virginia Lottery 
communications department 
officials. The Weems man had 
scratched to win the top prize in 
the $100,000 Payout Scratcher 
game.

His wife bought the win-
ning ticket at Kilmarnock 
Chubby’s at 608 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock on July 4. 
He scratched the ticket at their 
home, but then had to wait 
through the long holiday week-

GLOUCESTER POINT—
Sen. Mark Warner recently 
visited the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science (VIMS) to dis-
cuss oyster-restoration strategies 
in the Chesapeake Bay. 

Sen. Warner’s visit coincides 
with a growing recognition 
among scientists, policymakers, 
and industry that increased dis-
ease resistance, a local surge in 
oyster aquaculture, and recently 
announced federal restoration 
goals promise new opportuni-
ties in ongoing efforts to restore 
oysters to the bay.

“Scientists at VIMS are apply-
ing their expertise to lead some 
great research into our efforts to 
restore oysters and other shell-
fish in Chesapeake Bay,” Sen. 
Warner said. “I also was pleased 
to learn that VIMS is involved 
in the response and recovery 
efforts in the Gulf of Mexico oil 
spill, because the slow-motion 
Gulf disaster will have an 
impact on Virginia’s watermen, 
our seafood processors, and this 
region’s aquaculture industries.”

He visited the oyster hatch-
ery, where he engaged Dr. Stan 
Allen and Dr. Roger Mann in 
a broad discussion of VIMS’ 
cutting-edge expertise in breed-
ing disease-resistant oysters for 
aquaculture. Their conversa-
tion included discussion of how 
the gulf oil spill is affecting the 
nationwide oyster market, and of 
the steps that Virginia can take 
to help restore its oyster industry 
to its former prominence.

Dr. Allen, who heads the 
Aquaculture Genetics and 
Breeding Technology Center, 
described his group’s efforts 
to domesticate oysters through 
selective breeding and genetic 
research.

The overall goal is to “provide 
genetically superior brood stock 
to industry for use in aquacul-
ture,” said Dr. Allen.

Their success in develop-
ing disease-tolerant strains has 
now allowed them to focus on 
improving other production 
traits, such as growth and meat 
yield, he said. The lab has dis-
tributed a growing number of 
oyster brood stock to commer-
cial hatcheries in the past five 
years, from 100 in 2004-05 to 
7,000 in 2008-09.

Dr. Mann, director of 
Research and Advisory Service, 
put the oyster restoration efforts 
in their broader, historical con-
text, describing the growing rec-
ognition that restoration includes 
both ecological and economic 
goals, and that the focus of these 
goals may differ.

Warner also met with Dr. 
Ryan Carnegie, a research assis-
tant professor in the institute’s 
Shellfish Pathology Laboratory. 
Carnegie leads the lab’s 50-year 
study of MSX and Dermo, dis-
eases that have helped push 
populations of Chesapeake Bay 
oysters to one percent of histori-
cal levels.

A report issued by the lab 
in late 2009 shows oysters are 
developing resistance to both 
MSX and Dermo, despite the 
increasing prevalence in the bay 
of the parasites that cause these 
diseases. MSX disease results 
from an infection by the single-
celled protozoan Haplosporid-
ium nelsoni. Dermo is caused by 
the parasite Perkinsus marinus, 
Dr. Carnegie said.

The oyster’s increased disease 
tolerance strengthens the case 
for including harvest-free oyster 
reefs in restoration strategies. 
These sanctuaries would maxi-
mize the opportunity for repro-
ductively capable, resistant oys-
ters to produce disease-resistant 
offspring for bay waters, said Dr. 
Carnegie. Sanctuary efforts have 
long been controversial because 
of the perception that many oys-
ters that could otherwise be har-
vested die of disease before they 
reproduce.

The most recent study of 
oyster aquaculture in the Com-
monwealth, by researchers 
with the Sea Grant Extension 
Program at VIMS, shows that 
Virginia’s oyster hatcheries sold 
18-times more seed and larvae 
in 2008 than in 2007, and that 
they predicted an additional 
four-fold increase in sales in 
2009.

The study also showed that 
9.8 million farmed oysters went 
to market in 2008, up from 4.8 
million in 2007, and surpass-
ing the industry prediction of 
7.3 million. The sale of farmed 
oysters by Virginia growers has 
increased 10-fold since the ini-
tial VIMS survey in 2004. In 
previous years, hatchery pro-
duction of seed seemed to be a 
limiting factor in the growth of 
oyster aquaculture in the Com-
monwealth, but the data suggest 
that hatcheries are ramping up 
production to meet the demand 
for seed and larvae, Dr. Carn-
egie said.

 “VIMS has some of the 
world’s leading oyster research-
ers, and we look forward to con-
tinuing our leadership role in 
oyster restoration, as well as in 
advancing new opportunities for 
oyster aquaculture,” said dean 
and director John Wells. 

Sen. Mark Warner looks at oyster larvae under the 
microscope. 

Sen. Warner visits
VIMS oyster hatchery

Weems man wins
$100,000 prize in
lottery scratch game

end for lottery offices to open 
so he could claim his prize.

“That was a very anxious 
time,” he told lottery officials.

 His ticket is the fifth of eight 
top-prize winners in that game, 
which means three $100,000 
tickets remain unclaimed.  

Muhammed, a lawyer, said 
he had no immediate plans for 
the money.

Nearly 95 cents of each dollar 
spent on the Virginia Lottery by 
players goes back to the  Com-
monwealth in the form of con-
tributions to education, prizes 
and retailer commissions.

Since 1999,  all Virginia Lot-
tery profits  have  been desig-
nated  solely  to K-12 public 
school education in the Com-
monwealth.

In that time, the lottery 
has turned over more than $4 
billion for Virginia’s public 
schools. The latest annual prof-
its of  $439.1 million currently 
represent about  7 percent of 
state funding for public educa-
tion in Virginia.

In 21 years, the lottery has 
sold more than $21.1 billion 
in tickets, awarded more than 
$1.1 billion in retailer commis-
sions and paid more than $11.6 
billion in prizes to players.

Club tours 
garden with
500 varieties

Email your
 NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com


