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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Everybody loves a parade
Communities throughout the area celebrated Ind-
pendence Day with annual parades. Relive the 
excitement and fanfare at RRecord.com.
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The Rappahannock Record is planning a special tribute to the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department’s 75th Annual Firemen’s Festival.

Please send us your photos and/or recollections from past carnivals by July 
21. Drop them by the office at 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock or email 
them to editor@rrecord.com.

The opportunity also exists for businesses, organizations and individuals to 
compliment the carnival through brief acknowledgments or display advertis-
ing. Contact the advertising department at 435-1701, ext. 12, or email sara.
amiss@rrecord.com, marilyn@rrecord.com or joanna@rrecord.com. 

Patriots celebrate Independence Day with a picnic and concert
Families, friends and visitors filled the Commons in Irvington last Thursday for an evening of patriotic entertainment 
by the Air Force Satellite Jazz band.  The crowd brought picnic baskets and lawn chairs to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the Air Force’s July 4th concerts in the park. Photos from area parades appear on page A5. Photo by 
Audrey Thomasson

WHITE STONE—By fall, town 
manager Patrick Frere hopes all the 
residents in White Stone will be 
saving money on their electric bills. 

According to Frere, the town 
recently received some $15,000 for 
a Town Wide Compact Fluorescent 
Light Bulb Demonstration Project, 
which requires assistance from resi-
dents. 

The grant, which was part of a 
larger Federal Department of Energy 
block grant distributed through the 
Virginia Department of Mines, Miner-
als and Energy, also included $40,000 
to update the town’s comprehensive 
plan. Some $13.2 million from the 
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA) Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Block Grant Pro-
gram has been awarded to 39 local 
government projects in Virginia. 

The light bulb project is just one 
energy efficiency part of the White 
Stone grant. 

The project will replace 10 incan-
descent light bulbs in 90 percent of 
the town’s residences and businesses 
with 10 compact fluorescent light 
bulbs. In addition, the town would 
like to replace 10 incandescent light 

bulbs in ten percent of the town’s 
businesses and residences with 10 
LED light bulbs. 

“All of this is stimulus money,” 
said Frere. “Everybody hears about 
stimulus money and this brings it into 
their homes. I’d like to help them save 
money and get a benefit.”

After placing the bulbs in their 
most used light fixtures, home and 
business owners need to return to the 
town copies of their first two electric 
bills after the bulbs have been in use 
for at least one continuous month. 
By obtaining the bills, Frere will be 
able to estimate the pre-project usage 
compared to the post-project usage. 

The town will be advertising and 
publicizing the project in late August 
and early September, said Frere. 

“We hope to have the project going 
and collecting electric bills for Octo-
ber and November,” said Frere. 

Frere has projected the project 
could result in an annual savings 
of approximately 981,708 kilowatt 
hours. 

The town has approximately 180 
residences and 80 businesses within 
its limits, said Frere. If every home 
and business owner participates, he’ll 
be distributing 2,600 light bulbs.

Lighting town for less
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

Carnival Times items wanted

LANCASTER—A downed tree 
took out power lines and sparked a 
brush fire that swept through farmland 
last Wednesday morning on Devil’s 
Bottom Road near Merry Point Road. 

A breeze helped to spread the fire 
deep into a 31-acre field of remnants of 
a winter wheat crop and new soybeans, 
and threatened an abandoned house. A 
quick response by volunteer firefight-
ers from Upper Lancaster, Kilmarnock 

and White Stone resulted in the fire 
being contained in about an hour. 

According to Lancaster County 
emergency services director Scott 
Hudson, the fire consumed some five 
acres. 

“There have been several regional 
brush fires,” said Hudson, adding that 
the lack of rain and high temperatures 
have created conditions favorable for 
fires. “We urge extreme caution until 
conditions improve.”

by Audrey Thomasson

A volunteer firefighter races across the field to assess the brush fire. 

Brush fire claims five acres

A 25-year-old Glen Allen woman died and nine people 
were seriously injured in a boating accident in the Rappa-
hannock River between Water View and Morattico at 
about 10:15 p.m. Monday, July 5, according to John Bull, 
the director of public relations at the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission (VMRC).

According to published reports, all 10 people on the 
boat are from the Richmond area.

Bull and Mark Ogle, the Coast Guard commander in 
charge of search and rescue, gave the following account 
of the fatal accident during a press conference at Mill-
stone Landing in Water View Tuesday morning.

Steven Nixon, 38, of Montpelier in Hanover County 
was at the helm of his 2005 model 23-foot Chaparral 
bow-rider boat with nine passengers, who were family 
members and friends, when the accident occurred. 

The fiberglass boat was traveling about 35 miles per 
hour when the bow crashed into the center of the lighted 
Number 10 channel marker in the Rappahannock River. 

Earlier in the evening, there were 12 people on the 
boat. The group had been at Charlie’s Tiki Bar and Grill 
at Windmill Point Marina, said Bull. They left the bar, 
went to Grey’s Point at Topping and dropped off two boys 
whose parents were waiting to pick them up. This left 10 
people on the vessel. 

Steven Nixon, a captain in the Richmond Fire Depart-
ment, then proceeded up the river, reportedly heading 
toward a location near Belle Isle State Park in Lancaster 
County when the boat struck the buoy. 

Coast Guard officials stated the light on the channel 
marker was flashing when rescue boats arrived at the 
crash scene. They said the light flashes every few seconds.

Several of the 10 onboard the boat were thrown into 
the water. A passenger, Amanda Brady, 25, died from the 
crash and was found on the bottom of the river Tuesday 
morning by Coast Guard divers in 18 feet of water—just 
a few yards from where the accident occurred. Brady was 
a 5th grade school teacher in the Henrico County Public 
School System.

Steven Nixon suffered head injuries from crashing 
head-first into the boat’s console. His wife, Angela Nixon, 
38, suffered leg injuries.

Steven Nixon’s 11-year-old son, Zach, suffered the 
most serious injuries, including severe head trauma. 

Chase Buchanon, 13, had a severe leg injury and 
Steven Nixon’s cousin, Chris Carnes, 29, was hospitalized 
for a head injury.

All five of the seriously injured were transported by 
either helicopter or by local rescue squads to the VCU 
Medical Center in Richmond.

Bailey Nixon, 10, and MacKenzie Buchanon, 11, were 
not as severely injured and were transported to Riverside 
Walter Reed Hospital in Gloucester.

Steven Nixon’s brother, Patrick, 26, and his sister Kelly, 
43, were transported to Riverside Tappahannock Hospital.

Bull described the crash “as one of the worst boating 
accidents in the history of VMRC. No one I’ve talked to 
remembers one any worse.”

Ogle said that immediately after the accident someone 
on Nixon’s boat called 911 from their cell phone. “Our 
volunteer Coast Guard Auxiliary members in that area 
were the first on the scene,” said Ogle. “They came in and 
did a great job in one of the worst boating accidents I’ve 
ever seen.”

Zach Nixon was desperately in need of help, said Ogle. 
In order to get the boy out of the water safely, a Coast 
Guard helicopter and crew flew from Elizabeth City, 
North Carolina. It was equipped with a rescue basket. A 
diver dropped from the helicopter into the water to assist 
auxiliary members and others to get the injured boy into 
the basket.

The boy was flown to an open field next to the Water 

View Firehouse where 
he was then taken by 
another helicopter 
to the VCU Medical 
Center.

A total of five heli-
copters and several 
rescue squad units 
from three counties—
Middlesex, Essex, 
and Gloucester—
responded. 

Working through 
the night in the rescue 
effort were 15 VMRC 
officers, numerous 
coast guard person-
nel, officers from the 
Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries, 
State Police and mem-
bers of its dive team, 
local rescue squad 
members, firemen, 

Middlesex Sheriff Guy Abbott and several of his deputies.
Millstone Landing at Water View served as the opera-

tions base of the search and rescue effort, and was where 
the injured were taken for transport to medical facilities.

Ogle and Bull both indicated that everyone involved 
in the search and rescue did an outstanding job. “It really 
was a team effort and I can’t thank everyone enough for 
all their help,” said Ogle.

All four children under age 13 were wearing life jackets 
and “that very well may have saved some lives,” said Bull. 
None of the adults was wearing life jackets, he added. 

Bull noted the boat had the appropriate number of life 
jackets.

Alcohol appears to have been a factor. “We know 
alcohol was involved and we have had the [boat] driver’s 
blood tested,” said Bull. “When we arrived, there were 
empty beer cans floating in the boat and all around it in 
the water.”

The heavily-damaged boat was confiscated and taken 
to Newport News, where it will be examined and used as 
evidence if legal action is required. “When we get all of 
our information together we will turn it over to the Lan-
caster Commonwealth’s Attorney,” Bull said.  

“This is a real tragedy and it should be a lesson for 
people,” said Ogle.  “You have to treat the water with 
respect because it can kill you. 

“What made this so hard were the children,” said Ogle. 
“It’s really hard when you are dealing with children and 
they are hurting. Then you have the loss of a 25-year-old.”

Ogle paused and shook his head. “He hit that marker 
dead center. Think of the odds of that happening. What a 
horrible, unlucky night!”
Update

On Wednesday morning, Bull reported that VMRC 
agents were scheduled to interview the owner of Char-
lie’s Tiki Bar and Grill at Windmill Point and acquire 
sales receipts to determine what alcoholic beverages the 
group on the boat may have purchased there. 

Through a search warrant, VMRC is obtaining the 
blood alcohol results from the hospital where boat opera-
tor Steven Nixon is a patient. His blood is being exam-
ined to determine if he was impaired by alcohol, said 
Bull.

Bull said he hopes the state medical examiner can give 
“at least” a tentative cause for Amanda Brady’s death, 
and VMRC officers are attempting to interview those on 
the boat who were not interviewed earlier.

As of 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Bull did not have an 
update on the medical condition of those injured in the 
crash.

One killed, nine injured 
in nighttime boat accident

by Larry S. Chowning
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 Total Yoga with David
     David Scarbrough, PhD, RYT (Registered Yoga Teacher)

Wednesday
Reedville

Masonic Lodge
July 21: 8 weeks

6:15 - 7:30 pm

Tuesday
Kilmarnock

NN Family YMCA
July 20: 8 weeks

2 - 3:15 pm
RGH Rehab Center

July 20: 8 weeks
5:30 - 6:45 pm

Call about our new 
Level 2 Class!

Monday
Heathsville

July 19: 8 weeks
5 - 6:15 pm

All Classes $64
Discount for YMCA 

members (YMCA only)

• Stretch   
• Strengthen    
• Relax 

For beginners and continuing enthusiasts

Call David
804-580-4505

KILMARNOCK—Commu-
nity development director Susan 
Cockrell recently added assistant 
town manager to her title.

Reporting to town council in 
June, town manager Tom Saun-
ders said the promotion is a 
reflection of Cockrell’s excellent 
work, broad range of skills and 
capabilities and great “can do” 
attitude.

However, he noted it also 
reflects the reality that (former 
assistant town manager) Mar-
shall Sebra was overloaded with 
responsibilities over the last 
year—adding administration of 
the Community Development 
Block Grant and code enforce-
ment duties to his existing zoning/
planning/permitting workload.

“We had to take something off 
his plate to balance the load and 
this was the best fit for our exist-
ing staffing,” said Saunders.

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia Department of Historic 
Resources recently announced 
10 new State Historical Highway 
Markers have been approved, 
including a marker recognizing 
Major Edward Dale in Lancaster 
County.

Major Dale and his wife, 
Diana Skipwith Dale, were 
among the earliest settlers in 
the county. Major Dale served 
in various offices and was a 
member of the Virginia General 
Assembly.

The marker  will read: “Major 
Edward and his wife, Diana 
Skipwith Dale, were among 
the earliest settlers in Lancaster 

County. They lived nearby on 
surrounding land, as part of a 
350-acre plantation purchased 
from William and Jane Clappam 
in Dec. 1664.  Between 1653 
and 1695, Dale served at vari-
ous times as the Westmoreland 
County clerk, a member of the 
Virginia General Assembly, and 
as the clerk, justice, high sher-
iff, ‘Collector of Publique and 
County Levies’, and ‘Commis-
sioner of the For’ for Lancaster 
County. The Dales’ children 
married into the Carter, Harri-
son, and Rogers families.”

Marker sponsors include 
Charles R. Carter and The Carter 
Society.

I RV I N G T O N — To w n 
council will meet on Thurs-
day, July 8, to discuss options 
for moving town elections from 
May to November. The meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m. in the town 
hall on Steamboat Road.

Also on the agenda will be 
reports on progress in cleaning 
up Irvington Marina, town trash 
cans, options for financing the 
Thomas Property on Chesa-
peake Drive, and contributions 
to Miss America Day and the 
Lancaster County Community 
Library. 

Council is expected to sched-
ule a workshop for discussing 
potential new revenue sources 
for the town.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
planning commission will 
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 13, 
in town hall. 

According to planning and 
land use director Marshall 
Sebra, agenda items include 
the election of new commis-
sion officers and a discussion 
on local groundwater and aqui-
fers, and ways to monitor and 
measure water supplies for 
future development.

LANCASTER—A public 
hearing to consider a rezoning 
application will be held by the 
Lancaster planning com-
mission at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
July 15, in the General District 
courtroom at the county court-
house.

Owners James E. C. Norris 
and Motoko Endo Norris and 
agent Shelia L. King have 
applied to change the zoning 
on a 4.227-acre parcel from 
general agricultural, A-2, to

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 
5 p.m. Thursday, July 8, in the 
General District courtroom in 
the courts building at 39 Judi-
cial Place in Heathsville.

Virginia Department of Trans-
portation residency administra-
tor Sean Trapani, school super-
intendent Clint Stables and 
county administrator Kenny 
Eades will present reports.

At 7 p.m., the board will 
conduct a public hearing on a 
request from William G. Allen 
to allow a previously con-
structed balcony partially within 
the 50-foot Resource Protection 
Area along King’s Cote Creek. 
The property is at 316 Church 
Lane in Lewisetta.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland planning 
commission will meet at 7 
p.m. Thursday, July 15, in the 
General District courtroom in 
the courts building at 39 Judi-
cial Place.

Assistant county adminis-
trator Lutrell Tadlock said the 
commission would hear more 
from Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission environ-
mental manager Stuart McK-
enzie regarding the Blue Green 
Infrastructure model for plan-
ning development around envi-
ronmental resources.

The commission also will 
continue to review county 
zoning ordinances.

New officials take oath
Several dozen citizens gathered last Friday at The Nacho to witness the swearing-in of 
Kilmarnock’s new mayor and council members. From left are Shawn Donahue, mayor Raymond 
Booth, William Smith and Randy Moubrey.  Photo by Audrey Thomasson

WHO COULD ASK FOR ANYTHING MORE?

 After being diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma in March, I have had so many people pray-
ing for me and my family. I have been told by many that 
I am on their prayer list at church. Riley, an 8 year old 
daughter of some friends of ours asked her preacher 
to please put me on their prayer list, just knowing that 
I was sick, but at the time did not know I had cancer. 
Who could ask for anything more?
 You have all given in so many different ways, 
whether it has been a card, a hug, dinner being brought 
by you, a phone call, a shawl made with love, or just 
asking, “How are you doing today?”. It all means so 
much! Who could ask for anything more?
 Recently there was a fundraiser in Lively and 
I would like to thank everyone who helped in any way, 
those who attended and gave so generously and to those 
that continue to give. Who could ask for anything more?
 Going through this has taught me that I am 
stronger than I ever thought I was, and I have so much 
support from my family, my friends and Chesapeake 
Bank. Without their support, this would be so much 
more difficult. Who could ask for anything more?
 I have learned through this experience that my 
family and friends mean everything! I am so blessed 
and fortunate. Who could ask for anything more?
 Thank you all so much for everything. You 
have all touched my heart with your kindness!
   With love and thankfulness,
               Penny Gilbert

Susan Cockrell

Kilmarnock
manager notes
personnel 
adjustments

by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster County to get
State historical highway
marker for Major Dale

The Agenda
Local Government News

conditional commercial, C-2. 
The land is at the intersec-
tion of Mary Ball Road and 
Pinkardsville Road.

Eric N. Miller D.D.S.

®

5372-A Old Virginia Street  •  Urbanna  •  www.ericmillerdds.com

804-758-1103
A c c e p t i n g  n e w  p A t i e n t s

Advanced Cosmetic and General Dentistry • Implants 

Teeth Whitening • Permanent and Complex Tooth Replacement

Dr. Miller’s Top Ten List
10 Ways to Abuse Your Teeth This Summer
 10. Tearing fishing line
 9. Spitting watermelon seeds.
 8. Chewing ice.
 7. Opening soda bottles.
 6. Not flossing after eating corn on the cob.
 5.  Forgetting your toothbrush for that weekend 

sailing trip.
 4.  Playing football without wearing a custom 

mouthguard.
 3. Holding the ski rope with your teeth.
 2.  Chewing saltwater taffy all day long at the 

beach.
And the number one way to abuse  

your teeth this summer is...
 1. Cracking crabs with your teeth!

Rappahannock Record
Deadlines

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

Classified Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701
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Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200     1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

Adventure Travel

If you are interested in a 10 day Baltic Trea-
sure cruise for 2011 on Oceania’s new ship 

“the Marina”, join us at our office on 
Wed., July 14 at 2 PM to get the details, 

(we’ll supply the ice cream). Ms. Tina White, 
Oceania’s representative will provide all of 

the facts & figures for this great cruise.
Spectacular prices, free 

airfare & special benefits 
on the June 21, 2011 cruise

As a special gift for you, everyone that 
books during this event will receive a 

$100 per cabin shipboard credit
Rates start at only $3800 per person

Reservations are necessary, call us now!

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

*3.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on that portion of the balance up to $25,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are 
met. 1.45% APY paid on that portion of the balance over $25,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. If you do not meet the 
requirements during a given cycle, you will earn the Base Rate of 0.05%. Rates are effective as of the date of publication. At the bank’s 
discretion, the interest rate and APY may change at any time after the account is opened. No minimum balance required. However, you 
must deposit $100.00 to open this account. No monthly service charge. **If you do not meet the requirements per cycle, your account 

will still function as a free checking account earning the Base Rate, however it will not receive ATM refunds for that time period. 
Available to personal accounts only. Fees may reduce earnings. EVB® is a registered trademark of EVB in the United States.

Visit any of our 25 locations,
including Callao, Heathsville, and Urbanna. 

www.bankevb.com • (804) 443-4333 • 1-888-464-BANK (2265)

Caribbean 
Cruise

February 14-26, 2011
Celebrity’s Mercury • From Baltimore

Get away from the winter blues!
Stops at St. Thomas, St. Croix, St. 

Kitts,  Antiqua  & St. Maartin

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Because of special demand, motorcoach 
service may be available from Kilmarnock.

Liberian Registry

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett last week 
brought charges against five indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Antonio L. Churchill, 29, of 
Farnham was charged June 30 
with possession of a firearm 
while in possession of illegal 
narcotics, manufacture/sale/pos-
session illegal narcotics, posses-
sion of a firearm by a convicted 
felon (all felonies); and giving 
a false report to a police officer, 
driving suspended, obstruction of 
justice (three misdemeanors), and 
domestic assault and battery and 
destruction of property in Essex 
County.
Misdemeanors

A Mechanicsville man, 63, 
was charged June 29 with assault 
and battery.

A Deltaville man, 25, was 
charged July 1 with failure to 
appear in James City County 
court.

A Kilmarnock area man, 22, 
was charged July 2 with assault 
or battery by mob and assault and 
battery.

A Gaines Road man, 26, was 
charged July 2 with assault and 
battery.
Activity report

June 29: Staff responded with 
Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to a medical emergency in 
the 1000 block of Beanes Road, to 
a shots fired complaint in the 100 
block of Ottoman Ferry Road and 
with assistance from the Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
area of Gemini Lane. 

June 30:   Staff responded to a 
single-vehicle accident on White 
Chapel Road, to a domestic dis-
turbance on Belmont Creek Road 
and to a noise violation complaint 
at Ice House Fields. 

July 1:   Staff responded with 
EMS to a medical emergency 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster sheriff ’s department 
is warning residents to be on 
the lookout for a door-to-door 
magazine subscription scam in 
the area.

A young woman, identifying 
herself as Katrina, is report-
edly knocking on doors in the 
Kilmarnock area selling sub-
scriptions for a company called 
SYN, Inc., which sometimes 
lists its corporate headquarters 
in Colorado. Based on reports 
on the web, it appears to be a 
fraudulent company. 

Katrina is described as dark 
skinned, possibly Hispanic, 
with several visible tattoos, 
friendly, and says she is trying 
to raise money for a trip to 
Italy. 

Sheriff Ronnie Crocket 
asks that residents who are 
approached to buy magazine 
subscriptions from this group 
contact the sheriff ’s depart-
ment immediately at 462-5111, 
so that deputies can respond 
and catch them.

Sheriff seeks
help to stop
magazine
sales scams

on Pop Castle Road, to an aban-
doned vehicle complaint in the 
1100 block of King Carter Drive, 
to a noise violation complaint in 
the 400 block of Yankee Point 
Road and to a prowler complaint 
in the 3400 block of River Road. 
Staff checked on the well-being 

of a White Stone area resident at 
the request of a concerned citizen 
(no emergency services needed), 
received a report of credit/debit 
card fraud from an Ocran Road 
resident ($139 loss), and received 
a report of vandalism to a mail-
box in the 100 block of Merry 
Point Road ($50 property dam-
ages, believed to be caused by 
farm equipment). 

July 2: Staff responded to a 
possible burglary/trespass com-
plaint in the 3400 block of River 
Road,  to a civil complaint on 
Gaskins Road, to the 1200 block 
of Weems Road on a complaint of 
suspicious e-mails and with KPD 
to an assault call in the 200 block 
of North Main Street. 

July 3:  Staff responded to 
a noise violation complaint on 
East Bay Drive, to a noise viola-
tion complaint on Winona Drive, 
to Lampkin Town Road to assist 
Northumberland authorities with 
a shots fired call, to a local emer-
gency room on a report of a stab-
bing victim seeking medical treat-
ment (incident determined to have 
taken place in Northumberland 
County), to a single-vehicle acci-
dent on Old Salem Road and to a 
disorderly conduct complaint on 
Rocky Neck Road. KPD received 
a report of a counterfeit $100 bill 
being passed at the ABC store. 

July 4:  Staff discovered an 
open door to a Lively area busi-
ness while making routine after-
hours building checks. Staff 
responded to an unauthorized use 
of vehicle complaint in the 2200 
block of Davis Mill Road (vehicle 
returned to owner), to a prowler 
complaint in the 700 block of 
Nuttsville Road and with KPD 
to a request for crowd control at 
a North Main Street convenience 
store. 

July 5:  Staff responded to 
a noise violation complaint on 
East Bay Drive, to a trespass 

complaint on Rivers Landing, to 
a prowler complaint in the 1900 
block of Morattico Road, to a traf-
fic complaint in the 1300 block 
of Irvington Road and to a civil 
complaint on Swann Lane. Staff 
received a report of vandalism 
to a mailbox in the 500 block of 
Ottoman Ferry Road (hit and run, 
$50 property loss) and received a 
walk-in report of destruction of 
property (four anchor chains cut 
loose from boat, $150 property 
loss). 

July 6:  Staff responded to a 
reported domestic disturbance 
in the 400 block of King Carter 
Drive, to a shots fired call in the 
area of Rio Vista (building con-
struction nearby, no shots fired) 
and received an annoying tele-
phone calls complaint from a 
Howards Lane resident.

 The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted 23 traffic stops, issued 11 
summonses, assisted four motor-
ists, reported three deer strikes, 
offered traffic control once, inves-
tigated three building alarms, 
processed a mental health order, 
transported an inmate and fielded 
a call for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
hazmat spill in the 6000 block of 
Mary Ball Road, to a traffic acci-
dent on White Chapel Road, to 
a controlled burn flare up in the 
2900 block of Merry Point Road, 
and with assistance from the Kil-
marnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department, Farnham Volunteer 
Fire Department, Callao Volun-
teer Fire Department and Fair-
feilds Volunteer Fire Department 
to a brush fire in the 2300 block 
of Devils Bottom Road.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a brush 
fire on Cralle Court. 

Northumberland Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins last week 
brought misdemeanor charges 
against six individuals. 

A Lottsburg man, 45, was 
charged July 1 with indecent 
exposure.

A Reedville man, 40, was 
charged July 2 with appearing 
intoxicated in public.

A Reedville man, 50, was 
charged July 2 with appearing 
intoxicated in public.

A Lottsburg man, 45, was 
charged July 2 with assault and 
battery.

A Callao woman, 34, was 
charged July 3 with driving while 
intoxicated.

A Callao man, 28, was charged 
July 4 with assault and battery of 
a family or household member.

RICHMOND- With virtually 
no rain for several weeks and 
temperatures regularly soar-
ing above 95 degrees over an 
extended period of time, Gov. 
Bob McDonnell on Wednesday 
warned Virginians that con-
ditions are ripe for wildfires 
across the Commonwealth.

“Typically, Virginia’s summer 
climate of high humidity and 
regular thunderstorms trans-
lates into green fields, grass, 
and trees and a lack of the kind 
of summer fire seasons expe-
rienced by many other states.” 
Gov. McDonnell said.  “But 
that’s simply not the case this 
year.  The extremely hot tem-
peratures combined with no 
real rain for several weeks have 
turned a lot of things brown, 
and that means the threat of fire 
has increased.”

The governor has been keep-
ing in contact with officials 
at the Virginia Department of 
Forestry (DOF) as the depart-
ment continues to monitor 
conditions.  The drought index 
scale, which DOF uses to rank 
the likelihood of fire danger 
based on ground moisture, 
ranges from 0 – 800, where 0 
equals total ground saturation 
and 800 is considered desert-
like conditions.

“On the drought index scale, 
most of Virginia is in the 
500+ range right now, and we 
should be closer to 200 during 
the summer months,” Gov. 
McDonnell said. “The chances 
of wildfires breaking out are 
much higher right now. Anyone 
using machinery that can cause 
a spark, including lawn mowers 
and grain harvesting equip-
ment, or be a source of intense 
heat, such as a vehicle exhaust 
system, must be aware of this 
threat. Something as seemingly 
benign as parking your car or 
truck on a patch of dry grass 
could result in a fire that burns 
hundreds of acres of field or 
forest. I urge all Virginians to 
be aware of the increased fire 
danger we currently face, and 
act accordingly to help pre-
vent destructive and expensive 
wildfires.”

The governor added that 
other activities, such as towing 
a trailer, welding, cooking at 
a camp site or playing with 
sparklers/fireworks, are just 
as likely to result in a wildfire 
at this time as burning debris/
trash, which is the top cause of 
wildfires in Virginia.

  “While the drought index 
scale has not yet risen to the 
level at which the Department 

Gov. McDonnell warns
of increased fire danger

Counties issue burn bans
Due to extremely dry conditions, the Northumberland 

County Board of Supervisors on July 7 declared a State of 
Emergency and placed a burn ban to prohibit all outdoor fires 
in Northumberland County.

The burn ban will remain in effect until further notice, said 
county administrator Kenny Eades.

Lancaster County on July 7 also declared a State of Emer-
gency due to extreme heat conditions and increased threat of 
wildfires, said emergency services director Scott Hudson.

A burning ban is in effect throughout Lancaster County, no 
open air burning until the ban is lifted, said Hudson.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

of Forestry will officially enact 
a burn ban, conditions are 
extremely dry and cities and 
counties across the Common-
wealth are advised to closely 
watch local conditions and 
take any proactive measures 
they deem necessary,” said 
state forester Carl Garrison.

“We will continue to moni-
tor the situation and should a 
ban be necessary in the days or 
weeks ahead we will make that 
announcement at the appropri-
ate time,” said Garrison. At this 
time we encourage everyone to 
be aware of this danger and to 
keep water or an extinguisher 
handy if anything you are 
doing could ignite a wildfire. 
The life or property you are 
saving could be your own.”

As part of its law enforce-
ment responsibilities, DOF 
is charged with determining 
the cause of any wildfire and 

ensuring the person responsible 
for starting the fire pays for the 
cost of suppressing it. Addi-
tionally, any damage done to 
the property of others is the 
responsibility of the person 
who started a wildfire. To learn 
more about Virginia’s wildfire 
laws, visit dof.virginia.gov.

The DOF protects and devel-
ops healthy, sustainable forest 
resources for Virginians. Head-
quartered in Charlottesville, 
the department has forestry 
staff members assigned to 
every county to provide ser-
vice to citizens of the Com-
monwealth. With nearly 16 
million acres of forestland and 
more than 144,000 Virginians 
employed in forestry, forest 
products and related indus-
tries, Virginia forests provide 
more than $27.5 billion annu-
ally in benefits to the Com-
monwealth. 

RUN YOUR AD ON TV
AND PEOPLE WILL HEAD FOR THE

bathroom
RUN YOUR AD IN

THE RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

and they’ll bring it with them . . .
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Focal Point

This snapping turtle was one of several to dig a nest and lay eggs recently on the same 
incline in Ophelia.

Photo by Russ Bertino

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Earlier this week we made a trip to the west-
ern part of the Commonwealth. We spent 

part of an afternoon and evening in Staunton, 
the hometown of Kilmarnock’s own Louise 
Humphreys. I had not been there for over 15 
years and I was surprised to see how much 
progress the city has made in reclaiming its 
historic roots.

Staunton, for neophytes in Virginia, is 
pronounced without the “u,” i.e., “Stanton.” 
To pronounce the “u” is akin domestically 
to saying one lives “on” the Northern Neck 
instead of “in.” In other words, pronuncia-
tion of the “u” brands one as being strictly 
“nouveau.” Often in the past the city’s name 
evokes only its image as the birthplace on 
December 28, 1856, of the 28th president, 
Woodrow Wilson, whose father was a Pres-
byterian minister, who recently had accepted 
assignment to Staunton from his previous 
position at Hampden-Sydney College.  

The manse where the Wilson family lived is 
a splendid antebellum historical survival, and 
it is next to the Woodrow Wilson Presidential 
Library. The structure itself is quite similar 
to the birthplace of President, and later Chief 
Justice, William Howard Taft in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Wilson’s Republican opponent in 1912. 

In Wilson’s days every president did not think 
he had to build a mausoleum/museum for 
himself, thus Wilson’s library is an after-the-
fact development. The complex adjoins Mary 
Baldwin University, an impressive institution 
of higher learning delightfully situated on a 
hillside.

The hills of Staunton 
are replete with grand 
mansions, from both the 
antebellum and Victorian 
periods, making the city a 
virtual full-scale architec-
tural museum. The down-
town section has preserved 
and restored many old 
offices and stores, making 
the area inviting to tourists 
and natives alike. The old 
stone railroad station has 
new life as a restaurant and series of shops, 
all unfortunately closed on Sunday. 

Walking or driving the streets of Staun-
ton gives one an understanding of the city’s 
beginnings and evolution over the centuries. 
Unlike cities such as Birmingham, Ala., 
which deliberately destroyed their past, and 
now have little of interest for the present, 

Staunton presents itself as an organic out-
growth from the beginning to the present, 
thus keeping alive the best of the past, and 
offering significant enjoyment for the pres-
ent.

Sunday evening we looked for a place 
for dinner, and found 
many of the restaurants 
closed. We came upon 
an open one in a con-
verted storefront built 
over a century ago. 
The name was Zyn-
odoa, and the menu, 
in addition to offering 
the fare, had several 
paragraphs describing 
the origin of the name. 
It came from a flower, 
and was the name of 

an Indian brave, and eventually transmogri-
fied itself into “Shenandoah.”  

We arrived, obviously without reserva-
tions, but in time to catch a remaining table. 
The extensive menu took a while to read, but 
initially I became interested in the cold beet 
appetizer. It was delicious, and quite simply, 
“beat” any other such concoction I ever 

tasted. I settled on the salmon with intrigu-
ing carrots, which was a sublime plate when 
presented, and my good wife opted for the 
chicken with mesmerizing beans and cab-
bage. We dined royally, and concluded with a 
fried peach pie with blueberry sauce.  

I sat facing the pass-through to the kitchen, 
and could watch the chef and sous chef at 
their work. I also could read the large sign 
painted on the wall listing the purveyors of 
the various foods used in the operation. I 
was delighted to see that some of the seafood 
sources came from the Northern Neck. Our 
waiter explained that my salmon had arrived 
the previous day from Alaska, and that the 
prawns came from Hawaii, also on a daily 
basis. One could taste the freshness. Two 
years ago I wrote about a similar restaurant, 
“Dish,” in Lynchburg.  Clearly, the valley is 
becoming a gourmet destination.

We did not have sufficient time to visit the 
Museum of Frontier Culture, but expect to 
on our next visit. Earlier this year my friend 
and neighbor, Nancy Yerdon, told me that her 
daughter, Nancy Jr., was planning to retire 
and move from Connecticut to Staunton. At 
the time I wondered why she would choose 
Staunton; now I no longer do.

Staunton, for neophytes 
in Virginia, is pronounced 
without the “u,” i.e., “Stan-
ton.” To pronounce the “u” is 
akin domestically to saying 
one lives “on” the Northern 
Neck instead of “in.”

YOUR LETTERS

A writer in the July 1 edition 
declares that it is shameful for 
anyone to exhibit either deeds 
or actions which are in “dis-
cord or disagreement” with 
our president, that “they should 

It’s all about
democracy

As a member of the Kilmar-
nock Town Council, it has been 
my pleasure for the past years 
to work with Tom Saunders, 
the town manager who  council 
hired in 2009.

Almost immediately upon 
assuming his duties as the town’s 
administrative head, Saunders 
went to every business in town 
and introduced himself to the 
merchants. He  is a quick study 
and learned all the ins and outs 
of the water and sewer systems 
and the public works depart-
ment and meets with his entire 

Town manager
is appreciated

The Congressional Report

by Rep. Rob Wittman

I recently hosted the First Congres-
sional District Youth Forum in 

Yorktown. It’s great to hear from the 
younger generation on issues and to 
understand what is on their minds.   

We discussed a range of topics and 
talked about school and education 
issues they face. The students dis-
cussed healthy food options at schools 
and taking out soda machines. 

Their preference, in this time of 
tight budgets, was that any additional 
funding be directed to their classrooms 
and not the cafeteria. In addition to 
school and extra-curricular activities, 
many work a part-time job or job-
shadow for additional experience.

One of the ideas I’m most excited 
about is to create an online forum for 
continual discussion. Based on a stu-
dent’s idea, we created a First District 
Congressional Youth Forum Facebook 
page. In that space, students can share 
their ideas and opinions on issues 
important to them and how Congress 
can address them. 

They can stay tuned to future Youth 

Forum meetings and youth-related 
events around the district. The youth 
are our future leaders, and the work 
we do today impacts their future. It’s 
our responsibility to ensure we build a 
foundation for success. I look forward 
to more interaction with the students 
as we continue working in Washington 
for reform.

Returning to Washington, D.C., I 
had asked questions of Army Secretary 
John McHugh in the House Armed 
Services Committee hearing regarding 
the investigation into mismanagement 
at Arlington Cemetery. As you know, 
with the presence of so many mili-
tary installations and veterans in our 
region, this issue is especially relevant. 
Arlington is the last resting place of 
so many of our nation’s heroes, ser-
vicemen and women who were called 
upon and gave the ultimate sacrifice to 
this country, a sacrifice which has fur-
thered the cause of American liberty.

The problems with oversight at the 
Arlington Cemetery are deeply trou-
bling. Our military service members 

must have every confidence that we 
respect and honor their service. Our 
servicemen and women resting at 
Arlington, across the country and the 
world deserve nothing less. America 
deserves nothing less.

Also this week, I especially looked 
forward to attending Independence 
Day observance events, which under-
line the importance of honoring the 
founding of this great country. 

We cannot forget the independence 
we enjoy because of the dedication 
and sacrifice of those who came before 
us.

This nation and the freedoms it 
embodied were in the beginning only 
a dream to our founding fathers. With 
enduring courage and foresight, they 
dedicated their lives to create this 
great country and with the help of 
many men and women in our mili-
tary they secured our freedoms and 
liberties. Our servicemen and women 
continue today in the cause for free-
dom. On  Independence Day, we thank 
them.

(Reprints from the July 8, 1910, issue 
of the Virginia Citizen)
A Visit To The Poor House

Northumberland poor house is situ-
ated about one and a quarter miles from 
the county seat (Heathsville), and a 
quarter of a mile from Kirkland Grove 
camp, upon a hill within less than two 
hundred yards of the main country road, 
which adds much to dispel the loneli-
ness of the inmates of this charitable 
home. There are three buildings, two 
are made of wood. One is occupied by 
the superintendent, the other used by 
the white paupers. Another building is 
an “old time” quarter in design, made of 
brick, which is for the colored. Not until 
recent years have the sanitary condition 
of things been looked into properly.

The present board of supervisors 
have done more for the comfort of these 
unfortunate paupers along all sanitary 

lines than any board in recent years, for 
which they should be congratulated. A 
woman is hired to keep all the rooms 
clean and do the cooking. It was my 
privilege to go through the buildings 
and I was favorably impressed with the 
cleanly manner in which the rooms are 
kept. A new up-to-date pump which has 
been placed in the well that a child can 
operate with ease, proves to be a great 
convenience to those old infirm pau-
pers. There is a very attractive build-
ing being erected to be occupied by 
the superintendent, Mr. T. D. Hogan, 
who looks after the physical needs of 
those under his care. I am told not since 
the days of Dr. Kirk, a noted Baptist 
divine, with the exception of one visit 
by an Episcopal preacher, have these 
neglected, seemingly friendless people 
received any religious instruction until 
recently the county treasurer, Mr. J. M. 

Booth, who has served in that capacity 
for twenty-six years so faithfully and 
efficiently, desires to resign his office, 
but has not forgotten his God and wants 
to spend the rest of his useful life for 
his Maker. Every fourth Sunday morn-
ing he is found in the poor house, at the 
hour of 10 o’clock holding service.
Ottoman

Mrs. Wm. C. Chowning and little 
daughter, of Daytona Beach, Fla., and 
Miss Alice Blakemore, who has been 
visiting her sister for several months, 
arrived last week. Mrs. Chowning and 
daughter will remain here some time.

Miss Belle Barber, of Richmond 
county, was the guest of Mrs. Bruce 
Cottingham last week.

Lyell Ficklin, wife and son returned 
home Tuesday, after a two weeks’ visit 
to Urbanna.

Miss Ethel Brent, Miss Ellie Beane, 

and Carslyle Shackleford boarded 
Monday’s steamer for Fredericksburg 
to attend the Summer Normal.
Weems

Wayland Doggett returned last week 
from Clifton Springs, N.Y., where he 
spent a fortnight to see if the change 
wouldn’t be beneficial to his health.

Mr. and Mrs. A.A. Ashburne, of Mis-
kimon, spent a few days this week with 
friends and relatives here and at Irving-
ton.

L. H. Ashburn, of Taylor’s Creek, 
who was quite sick a short while ago, is 
now overseeing the work of cleaning up 
at Wharton Grove.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Luttrell, of 
Fleeton, accompanied by a friend, vis-
ited relatives here this week.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

grow up to realty.” 
The writer evidently believes 

that every citizen should give 
up their agenda and go along 
with whatever the current 
administration desires. That’s 
not the way democracy works, 
and it has always been so. 

It’s not necessary to have 
been a history buff to under-
stand this.  Anyone who claims 
to be 50 years of age has not 
been paying attention. There 
were certainly no shortages 
of discord and disagreement 
during the Bush administra-
tion. 

Finally, and as usual, those 
defending the current admin-
istration cannot resist bringing 
up color as a major reason for 
the discord, and that dog just 
doesn’t hunt anymore.   

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

staff on a weekly basis, plus the 
police department and the town 
office employees.

 Saunders is innovative and 
has brought council many sug-
gestions and ideas, most of 
which council has acted upon 
in a positive manner.  Recently, 
Saunders struck a deal with the 
Bank of Hampton Roads which 
has taken over Grace Hill. The 
developer of Grace Hill, prior to 
the foreclosure, had not yet put in 
a lift station for sewage removal 
and treatment. The bank, in an 
agreement with Saunders, has 
escrowed $150,000 to put in 
the lift station that will not only 
serve Grace Hill, but also will 
serve South Main Street, thereby 
saving the town $150,000 as it 
will not have to build a separate 
lift station for the community 
block grant area.

 A prior town council had 
agreed with the developer of 
Grace Hill to split the water and 
sewer connection fees for the 
houses to be built there since the 
water and sewer pipes put in by 
the developer will be deeded to 
the town. The bank has waived 
this agreement and the town will 
receive all of the hook-up fees 
from the houses to be built.  If 70 
or so houses are built, this will 
mean approximately $350,000 
more in income to the town as 
there will be no fee-splitting, 
so council looks at this in two 
ways, a savings of $350,000 the 
town won’t have to pay out and 
that same  $350,000  added to 
the town’s  coffers should the 
houses eventually be built.

 At a recent meeting, council 
approved $45,000, already in the 
budget and on hand, to purchase 
a new back-hoe as the old one 
was no longer serviceable with 
some 13,000 hours on it.  Saun-
ders located an almost new back-
hoe in Richmond and made the 
purchase for $31,000 saving the 
town $14,000.  It is this kind of 
ingenuity and  negotiating abil-
ity  that makes the council appre-
ciate its town manager so much.

In order to show its appre-
ciation for Saunders’ superior 
attitude, leadership, and work 
ethic, council at its May meet-
ing offered Saunders a five-
year contract and thankfully, 
he accepted.  As many council 
members are heard to say, “Tom 
Saunders is one of the best 
things that ever happened to 
Kilmarnock.”

 Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Council member

Town of Kilmarnock

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac 
by Robert Mason Jr. 

Not everyone is tuned into country music, 
so I feel obliged to share at least some of 

one of the hottest new releases climbing the 
charts.

Following a concert tour in Iraq, Darryl 
Worley co-wrote a political song, “Keep the 
Change,”  with Jim Brown and Kevin Grant. 
Worley released the song June 15 as a single.

You’ve got to hear the entire song. I can’t 
share it with you in its entirety. That wouldn’t be 
fair to Worley and his partners, it might infringe 
on copyright laws and I couldn’t do it justice.

Outside of my shower, I can’t carry a tune. 
And its not about me, although I tend to agree 
with the statement the song is making.

Its got all the elements of a good country 
song: God, country, family, work, history, free-
dom, progress and common sense.

Worley says it’s a wake up call.
The chorus goes something like this:

“I watch the news and have to wonder
If this country’s going crazy
Talkin’ about how much they love it here
But how they wanna rearrange it.
Well, I’m just your average Joe
And that makes me smart enough to know
There’s a bunch of us out here
That feel the same
Gonna keep our God, our Freedom,
A little money in the bank.
Y’all can keep the change.”
Nowhere in the lyrics does he call the Presi-

dent by name. It’s aimed at all politicians who 
aren’t doing right by us: Democrat, Republican 
or otherwise.

You can hear it at darrylworley.com and other 
popular sites. It’s also one of six songs about 
God, country and family to be released soon on 
“God & Country.” Worley will bring his God & 
Country tour to Front Royal August 6.  
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K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club is 
developing the landscape design 
for  Mercer Place, an affordable 
rental housing project sponsored 
by Partners for Lancaster County 
Schools Foundation.

The club will develop an over-
all landscape design in concert 
with the foundation’s engineer-
ing agent, the Bay Design Group, 
according to foundation president 
William Warren,

The landscape design will fea-
ture natural field grass areas, sod 
grass around the buildings, and 
low-maintenance plantings near 
the buildings, gazebo, pavilion, 
recreational area, parking lot, 
and BelMer Way entrance from 
Church Street.

 “We are extremely apprecia-
tive that Chesapeake Bay Garden 
Club has agreed to help Partners 
by developing the landscape 
design for our project,” said 
Warren. “With only two mod-
est-sized apartment buildings 
situated on over 5.8 acres of land, 
we have a large amount of open 
space on the site.  We look for-
ward to working with the Garden 
Club in creating a landscape 
design that makes Mercer Place 
attractive for its residents and our 
community.”

 “Our club strives to play an 
active role in community projects 
like the one being developed by 
Partners Foundation,” said club 
president Audrey Brainard. “Two 

of our most experienced land-
scape design consultants, Barbara 
Yinger and Rebecca Elston, have 
volunteered to work with Part-
ners and the Bay Design Group 
to develop an attractive and cost-
effective landscape design for 
Mercer Place.”

“We are excited by this chal-
lenge and are pleased to assist 
in such a worthwhile commu-
nity project,” said Yinger. “We 
recognize that Mercer Place will 
provide much-needed affordable 
rental housing to county teachers, 
nurses, and other members of the 
community’s critical workforce.  
We look forward to creating an 
attractive landscape plan that 
provides residents with an invit-
ing and aesthetically-pleasing 
environment in which to live.” 

The rental housing project will 
cost about $2.1 million, including 
land acquisition, building and site 
design, project construction and 
landscaping, said Warren.  The 
foundation is raising $750,000 
through grants and donations and 
will limit its financing with the 
Virginia Housing and Develop-
ment Authority to $1.3 million.

The foundation expects to 
complete fund raising by Octo-
ber and to begin construction in 
December 2010, he said. The 
project is on-track for occupancy 
in July 2011. 

Send contributions to Part-
ners Foundation, P.O. Box 144, 
Irvington, VA 22480

Celebrating Independence Day
While waiting for the annual Fourth of July Hometown Parade 
in Irvington to begin Monday, Vivian Morris, 2, of Maryland 
waves her flags to patriotic music. Morris was visiting family 
in Irvington, where hundreds gathered for the parade that 
featured a children’s bike parade, floats, marching units and 
dozens of antique cars. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Spectators cheer on the entries in the annual Ophelia 
Independence Day Parade Sunday near Afton United Methodist 
Church. Len Gaskins served as the grand marshal. Photo by W. 
Dixon Muller

Hundreds of residents and visitors lined Main Street in Reedville 
June 3 for the annual Independence Day Parade benefitting 
the Fairfield Volunteer Fire Department. According to parade 
organizer Dannie Haynie, more than 100 entries showed up, 
including this  “Auntie of the Year.” Photo by Audrey Thomasson

For more parade coverage,
visit RRecord.com

Garden Club to help develop
landscape plan for Mercer Place

From left are Barbara Yinger and Rebecca Elston of Chesapeake 
Bay Garden Club and Ben Burton of Bay Design Group.

RICHMOND—Gov. Bob 
McDonnell recently highlighted 
new laws that took effect in the 
Commonwealth  July 1, among 
them, a balanced budget contain-
ing no tax increases.  

Since taking office January 
16, Gov. McDonnell has worked 
across party lines to pass 80 per-
cent of his legislative agenda, and 
92 percent of his amendments in 
the General Assembly.  

Some of the laws taking effect 
July 1 are outlined here.
Economic development

SB475 strengthens the crite-
ria for Governor’s Opportunity 
Fund.   

The bill provides that criteria 
to be used in awarding grants 
and loans from the Governor’s 
Development Opportunity Fund 
shall include job creation, private 
capital investment, and antici-
pated additional state tax rev-
enue expected to accrue to the 
state and affected localities as a 
result of the capital investment 
and jobs created.

SB554 allows the governor 
discretion regarding the local 
match for the Governor’s Oppor-
tunity Fund.

SB472 expands the Major Job 
Facilities tax credit.

The bill amends the Major 
Business Facility Job Tax Credit, 
lowering the threshold to 50 full-
time jobs. In enterprise zones or 
economically distressed areas, 
the base or threshold is lowered 
from 50 newly created jobs to 
25.

SB481 expands economic 
development incentive programs 
to attract major businesses to 
locate in Virginia.

SB730 establishes a major 
employment/investment project 
site planning grant fund.

The bill establishes the Major 
Employment and Investment 
Project Site Planning Grant Fund 
to award grants to political sub-
divisions to assist in site devel-
opment work for certain pro-
spective projects. This fund will 
support efforts to improve site 
location development to encour-
age large businesses to locate to 
the Commonwealth and create 
new jobs.

HB555 expands Enterprise 
Zones and reinvests surplus into 
real property grants

The bill changes the eligibility 
for enterprise zone job grants in 
areas with an unemployment rate 
that is one and one-half times 
or more than the state average 
to positions paying at least 150 
percent of the federal minimum 
wage including health benefits. It 
also provides that when the sum 
of grants for job creation and 
real property investment exceeds 
the total annual appropriation 
for payments, allocations shall 
be prioritized to fully fund the 
grants for job creation with any 
remaining funds to be allocated 
to the real property investment 
grants.

HB660 creates a Green Jobs 
tax credit.

The bill allows a $500 tax 
credit for the creation of “green” 
jobs for taxable years beginning 
on and after January 1, 2010.  
Each taxpayer is allowed a credit 
for up to 350 new green jobs and 
may qualify for the Enterprise 
Zone Grant program if the job is 
located in an enterprise zone.

SB257 creates a motion pic-
ture film production tax credit

The bill provides a refundable 
credit for any motion picture pro-
duction company with qualifying 
expenses of at least $250,000, in 
an amount equal to 15 percent of 
the production company’s quali-
fying expenses or 20 percent of 
such expenses if the production 
is filmed in an economically 
distressed area of the Common-
wealth.

SB474 provides for tempo-
rary business licenses.

The bill authorizes the regula-
tory boards within the Depart-
ment of Professional and Occu-
pational Regulation to issue a 
temporary license or certification 
to an applicant who holds a com-
parable license or certification 
issued by another state. A tem-
porary license or certification 
shall be valid for not more than 
45 days.

SB428 grants income tax 
exemption on capital gains 
related to investments in science-
based or bio-tech start-ups.

HB928 creates the Universi-
ties Clean Energy Development 
and Economic Stimulus Founda-
tion.

The bill creates the Virginia 
Universities Clean Energy Devel-
opment and Economic Stimulus 
Foundation as a body corporate 
and a political subdivision of the 
Commonwealth.

HB756 requires 80 percent of 
future revenue and royalties from 
offshore oil and natural gas pro-
duction to go to transportation 
and 20 percent to go to the Vir-

ginia Coastal Energy Research 
Consortium.

The bill requires that all future 
revenues and royalties paid to the 
Commonwealth as a result of off-
shore natural gas and oil drilling 
shall be distributed 70 percent to 
the Transportation Trust Fund, 20 
percent to the Virginia Coastal 
Energy Research Consortium, 
and the remaining 10 percent to 
localities for improvements to 
infrastructure and transportation.
Military/veterans

SB455 waives fees for veter-
ans starting a small business.

The bill exempts veterans from 
paying the Department of Busi-
ness Assistance’s handling fee 
when establishing a small busi-
ness through the one-stop small 
business permitting program.

SJ13 advances a Constitutional 
Amendment for tax exemptions 
for veterans.

The bill grants exemption 
from taxation on real property 
that is the principal residence of 
a veteran (or widow or widower 
of a veteran) if the veteran has 
been determined by the United 
States Department of Veterans 
Affairs or its successor agency 
pursuant to federal law to have 
a 100 percent service-connected, 
permanent, and total disability.

HJ137 designates the Honor 
and Remember Flag as the Com-
monwealth’s emblem of service 
and sacrifice by the men and 
women of the U.S. Armed Forces 
who have given their lives in the 
line of duty.
Public safety

HB1198 strengthens Virgin-
ia’s Sex Offender Registry.

The legislation provides that 
offenses for which a condition 
of registration is that the offense 
was committed against a minor, 
a physically helpless person or 
a mentally incapacitated person, 
the court shall determine by 
agreement of the parties or by a 
preponderance of the evidence, 
whether the victim of the offense 
was a minor, physically help-
less or mentally incapacitated. 
Additionally, the legislation  pro-
vides that the residency of those 
offenders under the supervision 
of the Department of Correc-
tions or Community Supervision 
pursuant to § 37.2–919 shall be 
verified by the State Police.

SB467 conforms Virginia’s 
protective orders with those of 
neighboring states.

The bill requires the Executive 
Secretary of the Supreme Court, 
on an annual basis, to consult 
with the appropriate judicial 
authorities of adjacent states 
concerning the forms used in the 
issuance of protective orders. The 
Executive Secretary shall coordi-
nate the contents of such protec-
tive order forms with other states 
in order to facilitate the enforce-
ment of foreign protective orders 
in the Commonwealth and the 
enforcement of Virginia protec-
tive orders in other states.

SB468 extends protective 
orders when a domestic violence 
victim is still under threat.

The bill allows a petitioner 
who has obtained a protective 
order in cases of family abuse or 
stalking to obtain an extension 
of such order for a period of two 
years. There is no limit on the 
number of extensions that may 
be requested.

SB486 strengthens the shar-
ing of juvenile criminal informa-
tion related to gang activity.

The bill places an affirma-
tive duty on the Department of 
Juvenile Justice to provide infor-
mation to law enforcement that 
may aid in initiating or further-
ing an investigation of a crimi-
nal street gang. The bill also 
requires, rather than allows, the 
department or locally operated 
court services unit to release to 
law enforcement information on 
a juvenile’s criminal street gang 
involvement and the criminal 
street gang-related activity of 
others.

HB254 expands current 
“gang-free school zones” to the 
broader “gang-free zones” and 
includes any publicly owned or 
operated community center or 
recreational center. 

SB520 adds auxiliary police 
officers and auxiliary deputy 
sheriffs to the capital murder 
statute so that the death pen-
alty can be imposed for their 
murder.
Ethics/good government

HB485 authorizes a financial 
audit of several large state agen-
cies.

The bill directs the governor 
to initiate on July 1, 2010, an 
operational and programmatic 
performance review of the 
agencies under the Secretary of 
Health and Human Resources 
and the Secretary of Public 
Safety, the Department of Edu-
cation, including primary and 
secondary education funded by 
the Commonwealth, and any 
other department, agency, or 
program of the Commonwealth 
in the executive branch of state 
government that the governor 
deems necessary to effect sav-
ings in expenditures, a reduc-
tion in duplication of effort, and 
programmatic efficiencies in the 
operation of state government. 
The review shall be concluded 
by December 1, 2011, and con-
ducted by a private management 
consulting firm.

SB506 bans political contri-
butions to governor during large 
procurements.

The bill provides that neither 
the governor, his political action 
committee, nor any pertinent 
Secretaries shall knowingly 
solicit or accept a contribution, 
gift, or other item with a value 
greater than $50 from any bidder, 
offeror, or private entity who has 
submitted a bid or proposal pur-
suant to the Virginia Public Pro-
curement Act, the Public-Private 

Transportation Act, or the Pub-
lic-Private Education Facilities 
and Infrastructure Act during the 
bidding period. Furthermore, no 
bidder, offeror, or private entity 
who has submitted a bid or pro-
posal under such acts shall offer 
or promise to make such a gift to 
the governor, his political action 
committee, or any of his per-
tinent Secretaries. The restric-
tions only apply if the stated or 
expected value of the contract is 
$5 million or more and do not 
apply to contracts awarded as 
the result of competitive sealed 
bidding.
Transportation

SB201 authorizes a perfor-
mance audit of VDOT.

The bill requires JLARC to 
administer a performance audit 
of the Commonwealth’s trans-
portation programs. The audit 
will be paid for by savings real-
ized from the audit.

SB537 increases the general 
highway speed limit on inter-
state highways where it is pres-
ently 65 mph to 70 mph.
Education

SB737 improves the quality 
of charter school applications

The bill requires the public 
charter school applicant to 
submit its proposed charter 
application to the Board of Edu-
cation for review, comment, and 
a determination as to whether 
the application meets approval 
criteria developed by the board, 
prior to submission to the local 
school board. The bill provides 
a public charter school applicant 
with an opportunity to petition 
the local school board for recon-
sideration after seeking techni-
cal assistance from the Depart-
ment of Education and receiving 
public comment.

SB738 develops criteria for 
virtual school programs

The bill requires the super-
intendent of public instruction 
to develop, and the Board of 
Education to approve, criteria 
for approving and monitor-
ing multi-division providers of 
online courses and virtual school 
programs. The bill also allows 
local school boards to enter into 
contracts with approved private 
or nonprofit organizations to 
provide such courses and pro-
grams.

SB736 establishes College 
Partnership Laboratory Schools

The bill allows for the estab-
lishment of college partnership 
laboratory schools by any public 
institution of higher educa-
tion that operates an approved 
teacher education program. 
Such schools shall be public 
schools established by a contract 
between the governing board of 
the school and the Board of Edu-
cation. Teachers working in such 
schools shall be employees of 
the institution of higher educa-
tion and shall either be licensed 
by the Board or eligible for such 
license.

Governor outlines some new laws effective July 1
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•  Adult small boat courses - learn to sail a sunfi sh!
•  US Sailing Keelboat certifi cate courses for adults
•  Week long courses for children throughout the summer
•  New boat sales - we are your local Laser Performance  
    dealer for Sunfi sh, Lasers, Optimists etc. & parts

Tel: 804.438.9300  www.premiersailing.com

LEARN TO SAIL
with

PREMIER SAILING 
SCHOOL

At The Tides

Narrated Leisurely Cruise
• Enjoy Fresh Seafood at the Restaurants

by Ewell Harbor 
• Bayside Inn Sightseeing

• See the Smith Island Museum
• Visit the Gift Shops • Rent a Golf Cart
Try the world’s best crabcake & 

Smith Island Classic Cake!
(10 layer chocolate cake & 
other fl avors available too!)

SMITH ISLAND
& Chesapeake Bay Cruises

Reedvil le  •  (804)  453-3430
www.cruisetosmithis land.com

www.ChesapeakeBayCampResort .com

DAY CRUISE FROM REEDVILLE
Ewell Village on Smith Island

Departs 10:00 am
Returns 3:45 pm
$25.00 For Adults

$15 ages 3-12

Reservations Required

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

 The ruby, birthstone for those born in July, 
is next to the diamond in hardness. It has been 
called the Lord of Gems. In sizes of about four 
carats and up, a blood-red ruby is more valuable 
than a diamond of similar size and quality. Many 
rubies are sourced from Myanmar (formerly 
Burma), Thailand and Ceylon.
 Whether you have a ruby, a diamond or 
gold jewelry in mind, we’re always happy to show 
our selection. Let us inspect your rings to be sure 
the mounting is secure.

• 2005 34’ Pro Line Walk
• Twin Yamaha 300’s HPDI     

2 Stroke
• Tuna Tower w/full upper helm

• Raymarine GPS w/radar and more
• Sleeps 2/3 adults, heat and AC
• This serious fishing boat was over $200,000 new. 
Price $84,950. Can be seen at Chesapeake Boat Basin. 

Inquiries 804-436-3681

FOR SALE

A work day in the 
spring planting 
season, which runs 

from March to June, starts at 
dawn for farmer Alan Welch 
of Wicomico Church and 
stretches far into the early 
evening, easily passing the 
12 hours mark. Welch calls it 
the “bust ass” season, as he 
works to get 2,600 acres of 
wheat, corn, barley or soy-
beans in the ground. 

“You have to love it,” said 
Alan. “You can’t work these 
hours unless you do.”
Family of farmers

He graduated from Lan-
caster High School in 1977 
and went right to work for 
his father and mother, Luther 
and Margaret Welch, who 
have been running Welch 
Farm since 1951. Alan’s sis-
ters, Marie Goode and Sylvia 
Saunders, didn’t go into the 
family business. However, his 
wife, Dana, and two children, 
Ashly and Justin, are integral 
players in the operation. 

“Everybody helps out with 
some th ing ,” 
said Alan. 

Farming has 
been in the 
family since 
before any 
of them can 
remember. His 
parents will 
celebrate 60 
years of mar-
riage in 2011. 
They know 
that Luther’s father, William 
Ray Welch, his grandfather, 
William Luther Welch, and 
his great-grandfather, Wil-
liam Welch, were all farmers. 
Beyond that the details are 
lost in the fog of time.

“I was born a farmer,” said 
Luther. “I bought my first 
farm when I was 10 years old 
in 1942.”

The Welches have called 
Northumberland County their 
home as long as memory 
serves. At 78, Luther has 
passed the day-to-day run-
ning of the operation to his 
son, but he still helps out as 
needed. He can hardly keep 
himself from working, he 
loves it so much. 

Luther was the major force 
in starting the Northern Neck 
Farm Museum near Burgess 
in 2006. A longtime dream 
of his, it is filled with items 
he used and/or collected over 
his lifetime of farming. It is 
on land he donated. He said 
when it opened that it was 
important to preserve the old 
ways before they disappeared 
completely.
Taking care of business

Farming today is much dif-
ferent than in Luther’s heyday. 
Alan’s tractor tills and plants 
fields using a GPS guidance 
system. He records his daily 
activities each morning or 
evening on a laptop computer 
to keep track of crop loca-
tions and fertilizer usage. The 
computers are also essential 
for spreadsheets to account 
for the ever rotating expense 
accounts. This farm is a big 
business.

Alan said he has more than 

Farming family stays on the move
during the spring planting season

Alan Welch works long days during the spring season to get 2,600 acres planted with corn, wheat, barley and soybeans.

Luther Welch has been farming all his life.

by Starke Jett

the younger generation is 
doing differently from the 
older one. Alan and Luther 
don’t always see eye to eye on 
farming issues, but since they 
are both strong, independent 
individuals, they manage to 
respect each other...enough.

“Daddy said I should just 
spend the money for their 
college on a tractor,” said 
Alan about the college issue. 
“But we felt like they should 
see how things are done other 
places and have the whole 
college experience.”

Justin is spending the 
summer working as an intern 
for the Musk-Ox Farm in 
Palmer, Alaska, about 40 
miles from Anchorage. It 
is part of the program he is 
working on for an agricul-
tural degree from Virginia 
Tech.

Ashly is attending classes 
at Rappahannock Community 
College, serves as the 4-H 
coordinator for the county 
and works with her dad part-
time.
Back to planting

It is the second day of July 
and Alan is finishing the last 
300 acres of soybean planting 

on a plot of land right across 
from the farm museum. He 
had a breakdown the previous 
day and is a little behind the 
usual planting schedule. 

As the green John Deere 
tractor and unwieldy drill 
comb cross the dusty field 
dropping seeds, Alan talks 
about his farming life. It is 
obvious that he is doing what 
he was born to do.

“You have to have an under-
standing of this life if you 
want to be part of it,” he said. 
“It is not for everybody.”

“I was born a farmer. 
I bought my first 
farm when I was 10 
years old in 1942.”

—Luther Welch,
Wicomico Church

Pictures Wanted
• Monaskon Steamboat Wharf

• The BuyBoat Jennie Mae
• The BuyBoat Lorena

• R.E. Dobyns’ Canning Factory and 
Oyster House at Monaskon

• The Steamboat Potomac docked 
at Monaskon Wharf

Willing to buy pictures or pay for privilege 
of copying.

Contact Anita Conner Tadlock
(804) 462-5554

$1 million invested in equip-
ment, including two tractors, 
two combines, two tillage 
machines, a drill that plants 
7.5-inch rows, a planter that 
does 30-inch rows, a brand 
new seed tender, a sprayer for 
fertilizer and a service truck 
that is like a mobile auto 
repair facility. There also are 
three road tractors and six 
trailers for hauling harvested 
grain or seed.

At the Welch Farm home-
site near Wicomico Church, 
where both Luther’s and 
Alan’s homes are built, there 
also are 10 silver silo grain 
tanks and a towering central 
elevator. Sitting in the middle 
of seemingly endless acres of 
corn, the farm has several 
large barns and sheds for 
storing all the equipment.

Servicing and maintaining 
the equipment is about half 
of his workload, said Alan. 
Machinery breaks down with 
the constant heavy use and 
can be damaged by running 
over, of all things, ground-
hog holes. Although his trac-

tor can steer 
itself with the 
GPS system, 
Alan must be 
on constant 
vigilance from 
his perch in 
the cab for 
the varmint’s 
burrows that 
can tear up his 
drill or planter 
and ruin his 

daily schedule. 
“They will shake you apart 

if you run over them,” said 
Alan about the pests’ abodes.

But part of Alan’s train-
ing was in farm machinery 
mechanics, so he can repair 
pretty much anything among 
his inventory that breaks 
down. 
Educating the
next generation

His son, Justin, 20, and 
daughter, Ashly, 22, are learn-
ing the trade from their dad, 
just as he did from Luther, 
but they augment their home 
education with college, some-
thing Alan said that he wishes 
he could have done. 

The decision to send them 
to college is just one thing 


