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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Down on the Farm
Saturday, the annual Down on the Farm tour explores 
four Richmond County operations. See the preview 
on page A6 and the slideshow at RRecord.com.
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Family Maternity Center opening ceremony is Saturday
From left, Paula Boundy and Tanya Bohlke plant low grass around the Family Maternity Center of the Northern 
Neck on Monday. They were among 40 volunteers from the Rappahannock, Kilmarnock and Chesapeake garden 
clubs and the Native Plant Society to help with the landscaping around the center, which will hold its grand opening 
Saturday, May 29. According to landscape designer Judy Ripley, about 80 percent of the landscaping, including pavers, 
hoses, pots, a bench and fountain, was donated by local businesses and individuals. A ribbon-cutting ceremony will 
begin at 2 p.m. Special guests include Rep. Rob Wittman, Del. Albert Pollard and State Health Commissioner Dr. 
Karen Remley. “The Family Maternity Center of the Northern Neck Inc.  is a  true testament  of the strength 
we have in  our community even in the most difficult of times,” said president Shirley Dodson-McAdoo. “Our 
community is committed to providing care for our women and children and willing to step forward to help in any 
way possible. Rarely a week goes by without someone calling to volunteer their time, donate money or share a 
suggestion.” Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Students enjoy annual Fun Day
From left, Bradley Viers, Lawrence Green, Michael Jones and Joshua Aleman near the finish line in a sack race at 
the Northumberland Elementary School Fun Day May 21. The annual event featured games and displays. Event 
chairperson Alice Warner of Reedville said Fun Day couldn’t have happened without the help of dozens of parent, 
first responder and local business volunteers. “We are so thankful for all the help,” said Warner. “The parents have 
been really great.” A related slideshow appears at RRecord.com. Photo by Starke Jett 

KILMARNOCK—Town manager 
Tom Saunders on May 17 presented a 
combined $5.26 million budget for fiscal 
year 2011. The proposal breezed through 
a public hearing with few comments 
from citizens or council members.

Tax rates would remain at $0.10 per 
$100 of assessed value for real estate and 
$0.16 per $100 value for personal prop-
erty.

The proposed budget, which is up 
$150,667 or 2.8 percent over the current 
year, includes salary increases of 2 to 3 
percent. 

Staff did not receive a salary increase 
this year, Saunders told council. How-
ever, he noted there was a 4 percent cost 
of living increase in 2008. 

The proposed budget includes a gen-
eral fund total of $1,982,705, balanced by 
$173,170 from the fund balance; a capital 
improvement fund total of $1,481,448; a 
water fund total of $587,848, and a sewer 
fund total of $1,212,696.

The largest capital expenditure 
anticipated in the coming year will be 
$1,331,448 for the extension of water 
and sewer lines to serve the residents 
along Mary Ball Road on the south end 
of town, Saunders said. However, state 
reimbursements of $910,052 will result 
in a net cost to the town of $421,396. 

According to Saunders, revenues for 
utility funds come from the connec-
tion and facility fees to new customers 
and from water service fees. In order to 
balance the sewer fund, he said nearly 
$421,000 must be transferred from the 
general fund, an amount that matches the 
debt service for the treatment plant and 
chemical feed building. While the water 
fund is balanced, he noted council will 
have to deal with the imbalance of the 
sewer service during the year. 

He noted $100,000 is budgeted for 
streets and sidewalks and $50,000 for 
land planning and engineering for the 
new addition to Technology Park. These 
items will be funded in part through the 
five-year capital investment projection, 
with the remainder coming from town 
reserves, improvement in town revenue 
and grants.
Contributions

Saunders said the town did not make 
contributions to nonprofit organizations 
this year, but $14,000 is proposed for 
FY2011.

Les Spivey asked council members 
to consider donating to River Counties 
Chapter of the American Red Cross, 
noting that the organization helps some 
25 families each year, mostly after fires 
displace them from their homes. 

“I’m concerned when we take tax-
payer money and give (it) to organiza-
tions,” council member Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn said. 

Other council members noted the town 
donates to worthy organizations such as 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and the Lancaster/Kilmarnock 
Rescue Squad, which they said support 
the town.

“What makes it a worthy organiza-
tion?” asked council member Randy 
Moubray.

“That’s just it, I don’t know,” Nunn 
replied. 

Mayor Curtis Smith ended the discus-
sion saying the decision should be left to 
the next mayor and town council. The 
new terms begin July 1.

With all members of council pres-
ent, the first reading of the budget was 
accepted by a unanimous vote. A final 
budget vote will take place June 21. The 
budget takes effect on July 1.

HEATHSVILLE—Stuart McKenzie 
last week discussed  “Blue-Green Infra-
structure” with the Northumberland 
Planning Commission.

McKenzie described it as the “inter-
connected network of waterways, wet-
lands, woodlands, wildlife habitats and 
other natural areas; greenways, parks 
and other conservation lands; working 
farms, ranches and forests; and wilder-
ness and other open spaces that support 
native species, maintain natural eco-
logical processes, sustain air and water 
resources and contribute to the health 
and quality of life for America’s com-
munities and people.”  

An environmental planner with the 
Northern Neck Planning District Com-
mission, McKenzie said there are new 
mapping tools available to determine 
the county’s environmental resources. 
He suggested these tools could be used 
in the planning process to preserve the 
most important ecological and histori-
cal sites and steer development toward 
more appropriate areas. 

“Why is it important?” he asked. 
“Because there are better lands for 
development and better lands for pres-
ervation. This is a guiding tool.”

“Would this restrict what people could 
do with their property?” asked commis-
sion member Bill Kling.

“That depends on what you do,” said 
McKenzie. “It’s up to you and how you 
want to do it.”

He explained the mapping tools 
could be used merely as reference data, 
or as the basis for county ordinances 
designed to protect sensitive areas. His 
suggested goal is to “draft the Northum-
berland plan, with the hope that it could 
be incorporated into the county compre-
hensive plan during the next revision.”

No action was taken on the ideas pre-
sented by McKenzie, who will make 
similar presentations to all the counties 
in the Northern Neck. 

The commission decided to continue 
its review of the zoning ordinances at 
its June 17 meeting. Members decided 
against forming a subcommittee to 
review the regulations. 

The commission has reviewed about 
half of the zoning ordinance sections 
and hopes to finish the job by the end of 
the year. A review of the comprehensive 
plan is scheduled to start next year.

The commission also heard a report 
from Ida Hall, the Northumberland rep-
resentative to the Tidewater Resource 
Conservation and Development Coun-
cil (TRCDC). She urged the commis-
sion members to fill out a survey the 
council will use to develop a five-year 
plan for achieving its vision of “pros-
perous communities in harmony with 
their environments.”

The public also is welcome to com-
plete the survey, which can be found 
online at surveymonkey.com, or by 
calling the TRCDC in Tappahannock at 
443-1118.

LANCASTER—The rezoning of 
five lots in the easternmost portion of 
Windmill Point Marina took a momen-
tary stumble last week before winning 
the endorsement of the county planning 
commission.

At issue was concern over authoriz-
ing development of “The Point,” an area 
previously used as a golf course and 
not intended for housing by the former 
development company. 

The current developer, Jeff Price of 
Windmill Redevelopment Associates 
LLC, applied to change the zoning to 
R-1, single family residential. 

Four lots are “stand alone” and 
under an acre, said planning and land 
use director Don Gill. The fifth, a 
14.55-acre parcel, “has the possibility 
of being divided into two or three lots,” 
he said. But without a subdivision plan, 
he couldn’t give an exact number.

While the move would down-zone 
the property from its current status as 
R-2, multi-family, a long discussion 
developed when planners David Jones 
and Bob Smart expressed concern that 
developing the eastern portion might 
bring the total number of residences 
over the 200 allowed. 

In 2003, the board of supervisors 
approved a master plan that rezoned the 
eastern parcel R-2, but limited overall 
development to 188 units—148 condo-
minium units and a 40-unit hotel. 

Smart noted there was nothing in the 
plan that set the eastern property apart 
from development.

In supporting the rezoning, board of 
supervisor liaison Butch Jenkins said 
supervisors allowed the R-2 zoning 
because Windmill Point “had become 
a scar on the water entry to Lancaster 
County. Concern at the time was about 
the density of R-2, and that condomini-
ums wouldn’t continue on to the eastern 
portion. Changing the zoning on these 
parcels is an administrative change to 
meet current zoning.”

Jenkins also noted that the 200-unit 
limit included a possible hotel, which 
Price dropped from the plan. 

During the public hearing, a repre-
sentative of the Beach Cove Villa Asso-
ciation said residents were looking for-
ward to positive movement at Windmill 
Point. 

“The issue is that the county has 
given, given, given but nothing was 
given back. None of the promises were 
met” such as a fuel dock and public boat 
ramp, Jones argued.

Price said plans to put in a fuel dock 

Planning commission recommends rezoning
portion of Windmill Point subdivision tract

by Audrey Thomasson were delayed due to an attempt to win 
some financial consideration through a 
grant application.                     

“It’s one of the most important things 
we can offer” along with a ship’s store, 
Price said. He said developing the 
resort was working against the tide of 
a bad economy. 

Price listed some of the improve-
ments to date, including completion of 
60 percent of the 150 boat slips, dredg-
ing the channel while bulk-heading the 
east side and restoring the beach with 
the dredged sand.

Planner David Chupp suggested the 
developer consider giving something 
back to the public such as land for 
public fishing.

Jenkins objected to the suggestion, 
telling Price, “You’re under no require-
ment to do that.”

Chupp said he was only asking that 
they consider it based on the county 
losing the opportunity for a public boat 
launch and fishing pier on Antipoison 
Creek.

Jenkins’s objection was based on Vir-
ginia code which allows county officials 
to accept proffers from a developer but 
forbids any solicitation of them.

“That dedication (for beach access) 
is already in place,” said Ben Burton of 
Bay Design, the developer’s engineer-
ing consultant.

Gill noted Price proffered some 75 
additional feet of beach access to the 50 
feet of public land on Westland Beach 
at the end of Windmill Point Road. The 
Virginia Marine Resource Commission 
denied a previous attempt by the county 
to establish a fishing pier there due to 
objections from the adjoining neigh-
bors, he said.

The current rezoning application now 
must go before the board of supervisors 
for a final vote.

Planners also endorsed a rezoning 
request from R-1, residential, to C-1, 
commercial, by William F. and Julia 
B. Geier for a 1.10-acre parcel at 115 
Windmill Point Road and Mosquito 
Point Road.

Environmental 
planner outlines
‘Blue-Green 
Infrastructure’ 

by Starke Jett

Town budget is 
presented, goes 
through first
reading, and set
for hearing— all
at same meeting

by Audrey Thomasson

MONDAY, MAY 31,
IS MEMORIAL DAY

Please take time to 
remember our veterans, 
especially those who 
made the extreme 
sacrifice for our country.

Four community 
services of remembrance 
are posted on page B1.
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We are aware that some of 
our out-of-county subscribers 
have experienced late deliveries 
or simply no deliveries of their 
Rappahannock Record since 
sometime in March. Please be 
assured that we are addressing 
and mailing each paper just as we 
were prior to that time.

We have confirmed that the 
papers are leaving the Kilmar-
nock Post Office and arriving 
at a new postal handling facility 
near Richmond in proper order. 
Something unusual is apparently 
happening at that point to inter-
rupt proper delivery. USPS offi-
cials at the Richmond plant have 
promised to resolve the problem 
this week. 

Please continue to let us know 
of unusual delivery problems. If 
you reside beyond the Northern 
Neck and have high speed inter-
net access, we continue to suggest 
that you subscribe to the elec-
tronic pdf version of the paper. It 
is an exact replica of the printed 
version and is usually available 
through www.RRecord.com on 
Wednesday evenings. Informa-
tion about how to subscribe is on 
the website.

WARSAW—In ongoing 
efforts to protect the waters 
that surround the Northern 
Neck, the Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Qual-
ity (DEQ) is preparing a series 
of applications that will rec-
ommend “no-discharge zone” 
(NDZ) status for certain creeks 
in the region. 

Virginia House Bill 1774 of 
March 27, 2009, established 
the tidal creeks of the Com-
monwealth as “no discharge 
zones.” Vessels operating in 
these areas may be prohib-
ited from discharging treated 
and untreated waste into the 
waters, according to Northern 
Neck Planning District Com-
mission (NNPDC) executive 
director Jerry W. Davis.

 The establishment of NDZs 
is done through applications to 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA). Each appli-
cation includes data to deter-
mine whether the proposed 
tidal creeks should become an 
NDZ, said Davis.

 The DEQ has requested 
assistance from the NNPDC to 
complete the  applications, he 
said. The localities have agreed 
the best approach is to produce 
four applications to cover the 
Northern Neck region, one for 
each group of creeks within 
the counties of Lancaster, 
Richmond, Northumberland 
and Westmoreland.

Water-quality monitoring 
from the Virginia Department 
of Health (VDH) indicates 
that significant areas of these 
creeks have failed to meet the 
National Shellfish Sanitation 
Standard for fecal coliform 

bacteria, said Davis.
 The NNPDC has been 

working with DEQ to gather 
source data from the Virginia 
Department of Health (VDH), 
the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC), the 
Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries (DGIF), 
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), and 
other agencies to complete the 
proposed draft applications. 
NNPDC staff will soon begin 
contacting marina owners to 
fine-tune the boat counts rep-
resented by DGIF figures and 
other sources, he said. 

One of the principal goals 
of each NDZ application is 
to establish whether adequate 
pump-out and dumping sta-
tions are available, either at 
marinas and other places where 
boats are moored, or within a 
reasonable distance from the 
tidal creeks proposed for the 
designation.

 Later this year, the DEQ 
will begin to review the draft 
applications and hold public 
meetings, part of the public-
participation component of the 
application process, he added.

When the DEQ approves the 
applications, it will forward 
them to the EPA. The federal 
agency’s review includes publi-
cation of a notice in the Federal 
Register announcing the EPA’s 
intent to establish an NDZ on 
the proposed creeks.

The notice also will solicit 
public comments within a 
specified period, after which 
the EPA either approves or 
declines each application. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northern Neck license plate fea-
turing a Chesapeake workboat is in stock at the Virginia 
Department of Motor Vehicles  Select Office in the Nor-
thumberland County Treasurer’s Office in Heathsville. 

The Northern Neck license plate is $25 in addition to the 
regular license renewal fee.

When 1,000 plates are sold, $15 of every $25 will be 
donated to the Northern Neck Land Conservancy, an orga-
nization dedicated to preserving the Neck’s rural heritage by 
conserving its land, water and culture, said Treasurer Ellen 
Booker Kirby.

 “We are pleased to have the Northern Neck plates in 
stock so customers do not have to wait for them to be 
mailed. There has been a lot of interest in these commemo-
rative plates,” Kirby said. “Having a DMV Select Office 
in Heathsville saves time and money for many Northum-
berland citizens since we are conveniently located and 
don’t charge a $5 service fee that full-service DMV offices 
charge.”  

The Heathsville DMV Select can process vehicle titles 
and registration for individuals and dealers; issue license 
plates, trip permits, overload permits and handicapped park-
ing placards; process requests for driver transcripts and 
vehicle transcripts.  

DMV Selects do not issue driver’s licenses, learners per-
mits or identification cards. 

The Heathsville DMV Select hours of operation are 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. The Northum-
berland office will be open May 28. DMV customer service 
centers are closed that day.

LANCASTER—A public 
hearing on the proposed fiscal 
2010-11 budget will take place 
at the board of supervisors’ 
meeting at 7 p.m. tonight (May 
27) in the General District 
Courtroom.

With expected revenues of 
$29.9 million and expenditures 
of $26.1 million, the county 
would end the year with a 
$3.8 million fund balance. No 
increases in the real estate or 
personal property tax rates are 
proposed.

The capital improvement 
programs (CIP) budget is 
$304,308, down $228,812 from 
the current year. 

A final vote on the proposed 
budget is expected at the June 
24 meeting.

JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—
Trustees of the Jesse Ball duPont 
Fund awarded grants to sup-
port a summer jobs program for 
youth, health care for pregnant 
women and a new ambulance in 
the Northern Neck.

The three awards, which 
totaled $531,357, were among 19 
grants, valued at more than $2.5 
million, made by the trustees at 

Planning District Commission
continues to draft applications
for ‘no discharge zone’ status

duPont Fund awards some $541,357 to local projects
their May meeting, according to 
president Sherry Magill.

The trustees awarded $276,182 
to Lancaster Community Library 
in Kilmarnock to support a part-
nership with VISIONS to con-
tinue a summer jobs program for 
youth, said Magill.

In 2009, VISIONS piloted the 
summer jobs program, placing 
40 youth in jobs in Lancaster 
and Northumberland counties, 
she said. Prior to starting work, 
youth received job readiness 
training from the Northern Neck 
Boys and Girls Club. Of the 
40 who accepted employment, 
35 completed their summer 
employment and 14 continue to 
hold their jobs.

The grant will enable VISIONS 
to replicate the program, and add 
enhanced pre-employment train-
ing for the next three years.

The trustees awarded $193,200 
to the Medical College of Vir-
ginia in Richmond to support 
a partnership with the Family 
Maternity Center of the North-
ern Neck to provide health care 
to high-risk pregnant women, 
said Magill.

The Family Maternity Center 
provides certified nurse mid-
wives and health care profession-
als providing services to families 
regardless of their ability to pay, 
she said. Using telehealth equip-
ment, these providers can connect 
with maternal-fetal specialists at 
Virginia Commonwealth Uni-

versity Health System through 
real-time video-conferencing for 
prenatal care and consultation to 
high-risk pregnant women.

After the obstetrical unit at 
Rappahannock General Hos-
pital closed, pregnant women 
were facing a 60- to 120-minute 
one-way trip for prenatal, deliv-
ery or postpartum care, she 
said. Family Maternity Center 
provides an alternative, serving 

patients in Lancaster, Northum-
berland, Richmond and Middle-
sex counties.

The Northumberland County 
Rescue Squad in Reedville 
received $71,975 to sup-
port efforts to purchase a new 
advanced life support ambu-
lance, replacing a 13-year-old 
vehicle that no longer meets 
contemporary safety require-
ments, said Magill.

Pam King displays a new Northern Neck license plate.

Northern Neck plates arrive
To Our 
Subscribers:
Paper delivery 
problems being 
investigated

The Agenda
Local Government News

Because the Rappahannock Record office will be closed for 
the Memorial Day holiday Monday, May 31, some deadlines will 
be altered for next week’s paper.

Display advertisements, normally due by 5 p.m. Mon day, 
should be submitted Fri day. Ads submitted as a portable docu-
ment format (PDF) will be accepted until 10 a.m. Tuesday.

Other deadlines on Tuesday remain un changed. Classified 
advertisements and news items are due by noon.

Record to be closed Monday
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Kilmarnock
The New Book

by

Steve Bonner
On Sale at

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
or

The Kilmarnock Museum

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

How Much Are You Worth?
Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?

Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist

By Appointment
Thursday, June 3, 2010

10:00 - 2:00

Burke’s Jewelers

Greenpoint
Nursery

Route 3 • Lively • 462-0220

‘an eclectic collection for
aesthetic reflection”

MORE ADVENTURES 
FOR 2010

Aug. 2-15 Holland America’s Ryndam-Fairbanks to   
 Vancouver. Group prices & special incentives, etc.
Aug. 7-19 Holland America’s Nieuw Amsterdam-  
 Mediterranean Tapestry-Barcelona to Venice (Escorted)
 Visit Spain, Monaco, Italy, Greece & Croatia
Sept. 11-20 Spectacular Oberammergau-Passion Play 
 This event is held every 10 years. The local   
 residents create a powerful story of the life   
 and death of Jesus. Also discover Switzerland,  
 Bavaria & Austria. (Escorted)
Oct. 7-16 Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas   
 Canada &  New England Round trip   
 from Baltimore. Stops at Portland, Bar Harbor,  
 Boston, St. John & Halifax.
June 21-July 1, 2010 Oceania’s Marina (brand new ship)  
 Baltic Treasures 2 for 1 fares! Visit Stockholm,  
 Helsinki, St. Petersburg, Tallinn, Riga, Visby,  
 Gdynia, Bornholm, Warnemunde, Copenhagen.  
 FREE AIRFARE from Washington Dulles, 
 special prices if booked by August 31, 2010. 

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett last week brought misdemeanor 
charges against four individuals.

A Greentown Road man, 24, was charged 
May 18 with two counts of nonpayment of 
court fines/costs and violation of probation.

A Morattico Road man, 60, was charged 
May 19 with accumulating and dumping solid 
waste on property and for failure to keep resi-
dential property clean, both being violations of 
the Lancaster County zoning code.

A Heathsville man, 41, was charged May 19 
with contempt of court.

A Courthouse Road woman was charged 
with issuing a bad check.

Activity report
May 18:   Staff notified the Virginia Depart-

ment of Transportation (VDOT) of a downed 
tree blocking the roadway near Alfonso and 
Lara roads; responded to a customer causing 
a disturbance at a business in the 8300 block 
of Mary Ball Road and responded to Joyful 
Way on a complaint of a person blocking the 
driveway (domestic related). Staff received a 
destruction of property report from the 2500 
block of White Chapel Road (mailbox, $20 
property loss).  

May 19:   Staff received a walk-in complaint 
of fraud (no criminal report at this time), a 
complaint of annoying/threatening telephone 
calls being made by a juvenile and checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe Program partici-
pant after prearranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency services needed). 

May 20:  Staff checked on the well-being 
of a Sunnybrook Lane resident at the request 
of a concerned citizen (no emergency services 
needed), notified the telephone company of 
a fallen line causing a traffic hazard on The 
Point, received a walk-in complaint of annoy-
ing telephone calls, received a walk-in report 
of the theft of a license plate, received a check-
ing account fraud report from a Devils Bottom 
Road resident (no loss at this time) and a com-
plaint from the Department of Social Services 
of a possible protective order violation. Staff 
responded with the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a complaint of juveniles harass-
ing an older man in the 200 block of School 
Street, to an abandoned vehicle complaint in 
the 2200 block of Morattico Road and to a 
prowler complaint in the 1500 block of Coxs 
Farm Road. 

May 21:  Staff received a complaint of 
annoying telephone calls from a Summers 
Lane resident and notified Middlesex authori-
ties of a motorist’s report of a man jumping off 
of the Piankatank River bridge. Staff responded 
to the Nuttsville area to assist Virginia State 
Police (VSP) involved in a vehicle pursuit, to 
a suspicious vehicle and persons complaint in 
the 1200 block of Morattico Road (authorized 
maintenance workers) and with KPD to a dis-
turbance call in the 16500 block of Mary Ball 
Road. 

May 22:  Staff responded with the White 
Stone Police Department (WSPD) to a prowler 
complaint on Newtown Road (juveniles throw-
ing eggs at a house), to Light Street to assist 
Northumberland authorities on a traffic stop, 
to the Chinns Mill area on a report of a reck-
less driver coming from Richmond County, 
to a civil complaint on Greenfield Road, with 

KPD to a man with gun entering a home in 
the 300 block of East Church Street and threat-
ening a person, and to a noise complaint on 
Railway Road. Staff checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe Program participant after pre-
arranged telephone contact could not be made 
(no emergency services needed; telephone line 
outside the home was accidently cut). 

May 23:   Staff responded to Windjammer 
Lane on a complaint of an assault that occurred 
in a boat while on the river, to a domestic dis-
turbance on Campbell Road, to a domestic 
trespass complaint on Lancaster Creek Drive, 
to a complaint of ATVs being operated on the 
highway in the area of Belle Isle and Morattico 
roads, and to a domestic disturbance on Devils 
Bottom Road (involved the unauthorized use 
of a vehicle). Staff  intercepted a reported reck-
less driver in the Lancaster-Brookvale area and 
received a walk-in complaint from the owner 
of a self-storage facility (renter locked out of 
unit for nonpayment and cut the storage com-
pany’s lock off the unit, resulting in technical 
commercial burglary). 

May 24:  Staff received a complaint of 
counterfeit $20 bills being deposited over the 
weekend at Chesapeake Bank and responded 
to a fraud complaint in the 5600 block of Mary 
Ball Road.

Staff also conducted 16 traffic stops, issued 
seven summonses, assisted four motorists, 
reported one deer strike, performed traffic con-
trol twice, investigated two building alarms, 
processed one mental health order and fielded 
two calls for animal control services.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a CO2 alarm on Pinckardsville 
Road.

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm on Irvington Road.

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a fire alarm in the 5100 
block of Mary Ball Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins last week brought misde-
meanor charges against nine individuals.

A Tappahannock man, 26, was charged May 
19 with failure to appear before the multi-
jurisdictional grand jury.

A Lottsburg woman, 57, was charged May 
21 with assault and battery.

A Heathsville man, 73, was charged May 22 
with being intoxicated in public.

A Kilmarnock man, 20, was charged May 22 
with eluding, reckless driving, and failure to 
obey a stop sign.

A Heathsville woman, 48, was charged May 
22 on a Lancaster County warrant with writing 
a bad check for $27.34 to a Kilmarnock-area 
business.

A Heathsville woman, 27, was charged May 
23 on a Lancaster County warrant with writing 
a bad check for $38.34 to a Kilmarnock-area 
business.

A Kilmarnock man, 28, was charged May 23 
with sexual battery.

A Lancaster man, 40, was charged May 23 
with failure to appear in the General District 
Court.

A Farnham man, 24,was charged May 23 
with contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor.

KILMARNOCK—Thirteen 
student athletes and four staff 
from Villanova University in  
Villanova, Pa., came to Kilmar-
nock to work on a Habitat for 
Humanity house May 10 to 14. 

The house, the group’s 12th, 
is being built for a young mar-
ried couple with five children. 
The group installed siding, hung 
sheet rock and did framing, 
moving the house much closer 
to completion during this spe-
cial five-day event, said Nancy 
Brown of Habitat. 

Most of the Villanova service 
trips are organized by the uni-
versity office of Campus Min-
istry. 

“Since athletes are unable to 
participate during the fall and 
spring breaks due to scheduling 
conflicts, the athletic department 
organizes trips at the end of the 
spring semester when most ath-
letes are available,” said affili-
ate president John O’Keefe, an 
alumnus of the university.

The athletes represented 
men’s soccer, women’s field 
hockey, volleyball, water polo, 
track and field, and cheerlead-
ers. The coaches of  men’s 
soccer, women’s rowing, wom-
en’s lacrosse and the assistant 
athletic director accompanied 
the athletes. They stayed at the 
YMCA Camp Kekoka. They 
worked in small teams of three 
and students for seven to eight 
hours daily, learning new skills 
under the guidance of Habitat 
construction supervisor Herb 
Fowler and mentors Leonard 
Newton and John O’Keefe. 

“Having this extra help fits 
with Habitat’s goal of doubling 
the  number of houses built 
annually,” O’Keefe said.

The Habitat board of directors 
and the Willis family thanks the 
YMCA for lodging, the Church 
of the Nazarene and St. Francis 
de Sales for lunches, the Rev. 
and Mrs. Larry Adams for host-
ing a dinner, and the many Hab-
itat volunteers for organizing all 
aspects of the event.

Habitat has volunteer opportu-
nities in construction, site selec-
tion, community awareness and 
development. To help eliminate 
sub- standard housing in our 
community, call 804-435-3461, 
or visit lnhabitat.org. 

KILMARNOCK—Robert 
H. Wayland III, a member of 
the Virginia Water Control 
Board, recently presented “A 
Thriving Economy, A Clean 
Bay and Clean Drinking 
Water—Can we have it all?”  
The event was sponsored by 
SAIF Water Wells and hosted 
by St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church.

According to Wayland, a 
former director of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Office of Wetlands, 
Oceans and Watersheds, the 
answer may be “yes.”

 He described dependence 
on the Chesapeake Bay for 
food, employment, recreation 
and relaxation, reported Gayl 
Fowler of SAIF Water Wells. 
He also reviewed problems 
and challenged the audience 
with actions to take. He said 
the problems stem from many 
sources. 

Paving, construction, and 
individual septic systems in 
typical rural development 
result in increased releases 
of polluted water, much of it 
laden with nutrients such as 
nitrogen and phosphorus, said 
Wayland. 

Farm runoff also adds nutri-
ents, if best management prac-
tices are not used. A surpris-

ing 30 percent of the nitrogen 
reaching the bay is airborne, 
from vehicle exhaust pipes 
and power plant smokestacks, 
said. 

In the bay, such an excess of 
nutrients increases the growth 
of algae, which then consume 
the oxygen in the water. As a 
result, oxygen levels drop dra-
matically, endangering water 
life, he said.

Another problem is the 
brown water in local creeks 
after a rainfall. Soil in the 
runoff turns the water cloudy 
and then settles, choking out 
natural filters in the water, 
such as oysters and sea grass, 
Wayland said. Poorly managed 
construction sites and areas of 
bare soil contribute to the pol-
lution. Paved surfaces speed 
the water flow off the land, 
causing yet more erosion. 

Wetlands are the natu-
ral buffer between land and 
water: a vegetative environ-
mental filter. By 1983, some 
30 percent of wetlands in the 
Chesapeake Bay were lost. 
Wetland destruction has been 
significantly curbed, but pro-
tection remains a challenge, 
he said.

The states in the bay’s water-
shed work with the EPA to take 
action to halt and reverse these 

ANNAPOLIS—Seven federal agencies recently released the 
“Strategy for Protecting and Restoring the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed” which includes a National Park Service commitment 
to a “Chesapeake Treasured Landscape Initiative” with targets 
for land conservation and public access, said Peggy Wall of the 
National Park Service Chesapeake Bay Office.

The partners in the Chesapeake watershed, local and state gov-
ernments, organizations, communities and citizen stake-holders, 
provided feedback throughout the strategy development and in 
establishing measurable outcomes, Wall said.

 The goals include protecting two million acres of land identi-
fied as high conservation priorities and adding 300 new points of 
public access to the bay and its tributaries. The initiative includes 
coordinated federal funding and community assistance.

 To download the executive summary of the federal strategy, or 
the entire strategy, visit executiveorder.chesapeakebay.net., said 
Wall.

Wayland addresses water problems

Landscape initiative announced

trends. They aim to upgrade 
sewage treatment, control 
storm water runoff, improve 
agricultural practices, and 
reduce wetland losses. Progress 
has been made, particularly in 
upgrading sewage treatment, 
but results are disappointing in 
other areas, said Wayland. Visit 
chesapeakebay.net.

The bay is not our only con-
cern, Wayland said. Our drink-
ing water is also at risk. “Ben-
jamin Franklin said, ‘When the 
well is dry, we know the worth 
of water,’” he said. 

Wayland added that ground-
water problems are out of sight, 
so, unfortunately, also out of 
mind. He stressed there is little 
protection. No permits are 
required for major withdraw-
als of groundwater in our area. 
Surface water and water table 
wells are subject to pollution 
and droughts. 

Wayland said efforts are 
under way to include the North-
ern Neck in an expansion of the 
Eastern Virginia Ground Water 
Management Area so that there 
will be a permitting process 
in place for large water users 
taking over 300,000 gallons a 
month.  

He also noted groundwa-
ter monitoring in the area is 
extremely limited. “Until we 
have more data, there will con-
tinue to be substantial uncer-
tainty about recharge rates, the 
effects of increased withdraw-
als, and the severity of salt 
water intrusion,” he said.

To save the bay, lifestyles, 
and livelihoods, Wayland rec-
ommended these actions:

• Maintain and upgrade 
septic systems.

• Use boat holding tanks and 
pump out facilities.

• “Bay-scape” yard, using 
native plants that require less 
irrigation and pesticides.

• Use rainwater collection 
barrels to water garden and 
landscape plantings. 

•Become an oyster farmer to 
increase numbers of this natu-

ral filtering agent. 
• Practice water conserva-

tion: use low flow plumbing 
fixtures and repair leaking fix-
tures.

• Check well water for bacte-
ria and sodium (salt intrusion) 
annually.

• Teach children to be good 
stewards of water.

• Let legislators know of 
concerns for the health of water 
resources. 

• Arrange a conservation 
easement through the Northern 
Neck Land Conservancy.

Villanova 
students and
faculty work  
on local
Habitat house

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com
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––– Irvington, Virginia –––
Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Monday thru Saturday  • 10:00 to 5:00 • 438-5194

THE DANDELION

We will be open Saturday AND 
Memorial Day 10-5! 

Express your patriotic self with 10% off 
anything red, white and/or blue. 

Also 20% off all Jeans (incl. white) and tees. 
(Sale offers cannot be combined.)

Sat., May 29, 9-5   •   Sun., May 30, 11-4

Downtown
Lively, Virginia

Rain or Shine

Please join us for the 7th Annual

For more InFormatIon Please 
Call 804-462-7960 

or 804-436-3783
eppingforest@rivnet.net

Featuring Some Of The East Coast’s Most Respected Antiques Dealers

All types of Insurance
462-5770

HUDSON-BLUNT
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

CHESAPEAKE HOMES
A Division of DBI

Lively, Virginia

804-462-7706
TOLL FREE 1-877-785-7706

cheshomes@kaballero.com
www.ches-homes.com

Visit the Antiquer’s Cafe
for great food and beverages

Cap’n Tom’s Seafood
“Quality Without Question” 

Steamed Crabs, Crab Meat, Soft Shell Crabs,
Crab Cakes, Shrimp, Lobster, Sugar Toads, Clams, 

Oysters, Fish, Scallops & Lots More!
Open 7 days a week • 804-462-5507

60 Woods Rd “Bertrand”
Lancaster, VA

Shrubs & Trees
Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!

thru June 5, 2010
*See our other ad in this week’s paper

161 Technology Park Drive 
Kilmarnock • 435-2222

Join John Wilson for a Book Signing 
Saturday 9am-12 noon. 

“The Northern Neck A Pictorial History”

LIVELY DRUG STORE

462-5644

COMER & CO.
Antiques . Interiors

21 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA.Mon-Sat 10-5
804.435.2100 .ComerandCo.com

Exceptional Period Antiques . Fine Art from Old Masters to Contemporary

China & Crystal . Unique Garden Ornaments . Exquisite Lamps

Lifestyle Books . Claus Porto . Seda France . Knorr Beeswax

End of Season Sale 
25% Off Garden Furniture & Accessories 

Large Planters

Teak Furniture

Architectural
Elements

Statuary

Sundials

Cast Iron

Fountains

All Weather
Wicker

Look for Items
with a Green Dot!

Labor Day Weekend:
Friday, Saturday

and Monday
10am-5pm

21 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA
Monday - Saturday 10-5

804.435.2100
ComerandCo.com

VIRGINIA BEACH –AAA recently projected the number 
of Americans traveling on vacation this Memorial Day holiday 
weekend will increase 5.4 percent from 2009 with approximately 
32.1 million travelers taking a trip away from home. 

Last year, 30.5 million Americans traveled during the same 
period.

 “While the economy continues to be rocked by waves of occa-
sional uncertainty, improved economic performance from one 
year ago should cause more Americans to take vacations this 
Memorial Day holiday weekend,” said Judy Ocasio, vice presi-
dent, AAA Tidewater Travel Services.  “AAA travel agents are 
reporting double-digit increases in the percentage of travelers 
making advanced bookings for tours and cruises, hotel book-
ings via AAA.com are increasing and AAA’s many travel indus-
try partners have reported improved business conditions this 
spring.”

 Ocasio cautioned, “Increased travel can also mean reduced 
availability, especially in markets like central Florida where the 
opening of exciting new attractions are expected to make the 
area one the summer’s most popular destinations.”  Ocasio’s best 
advice is to “talk to a travel agent to find the best package deals 
and be sure to jump on a bargain if you find one.”

 AAA’s projections are based on economic forecasting and 

research by IHS Global Insight. The Boston-based economic 
research and consulting firm teamed with AAA in 2009 to jointly 
analyze travel trends during the major holidays. AAA has been 
reporting on holiday travel trends for more than two decades. The 
complete AAA / IHS Global Insight 2010 Memorial Day holiday 
forecast can be found at AAA.com/news.

 Air and car trips to increase
Trips by auto are expected to increase in popularity with 87 

percent or 28.0 million people reaching their destination by 
driving.  This is an increase of 5.8 percent from last Memorial 
Day when 26.4 million travelers went by motor vehicle.  This 
Memorial Day weekend AAA does not expect the price of gaso-
line to average more than $3.00 per gallon.  Leisure air travel 
also is expected to grow slightly with 2.15 million holiday flyers 
expected.  This would be an increase of 2.4 percent from one 
year ago when 2.1 million flew.  Trips by other modes, including 
rail, buses, and watercraft, will be the dominant means of travel 
used by 6 percent of all travelers.

In Virginia
On a regional level, Memorial Day travel in Virginia will see a 7 

percent increase from 2009, with over 940,000 persons traveling 
during the holiday weekend.  Of those, approximately 802,000 

Number of travelers expected to increase this Memorial Day, compared to last
will be traveling by car.  Gas prices in Virginia are averaging 
$2.75 for unleaded regular, slightly below the national average 
of $2.85.

 Average spending will top $800 and average distance traveled 
will be 626 miles

 The average distance traveled by Americans this Memorial 
Day holiday weekend is forecast to be approximately the same as 
one year ago, 626 miles vs. 620 in 2009, AAA reported.  Median 
spending is estimated to be $809 this Memorial Day*.  This is a 
sizeable reduction from one year ago, when Americans reported 
average spending plans of $1,052.  Sixty-one percent of Ameri-
cans will spend time with friends and relatives over the holiday.  

 Airfares will be unchanged, hotel rates remain a deal, and 
rental car rates will be lower

 According to AAA’s Leisure Travel Index, air fares over 
the Memorial Day holiday weekend are expected to remain 
unchanged from last year as air passengers will pay a lowest aver-
age round-trip fare of $176 per ticket.  

Weekend daily car rental rates will drop 15 percent from an 
average of $43.30 in 2009 to $36.65.  Hotel rates for AAA Three 
Diamond lodgings are expected to remain a bargain, but will 
decline only one percent from a year ago with travelers spending 
an average of $141.60 per night compared to $142.45 last year. 
Travelers planning to stay at AAA Two Diamond hotels will pay 
four percent less at an average cost of $99 per night.

  As part of North America’s largest motoring and leisure travel 
organization, AAA Tidewater Virginia provides its more than 
328,000 members with travel, insurance, financial and automo-
tive-related services. Since its founding AAA Tidewater Virginia 
has been a leader and advocate for the safety and security of all 
travelers. For more information, visit AAA.com.Since over-the-counter 

drugs are so readily available 
at the pharmacy, do I need 
to worry about taking them 
along with my prescription 
drugs?

In the U.S., the Food and 
Drug Administration decides 
whether a medicine is safe 
enough to sell over-the-coun-
ter. 

Despite the fact that over-
the-counter (OTC) medicines 
are drugs you can buy with-
out a prescription, taking OTC 
medicines still poses risks. 
Some interact with other med-
icines, supplements, foods or 
drinks. Others cause problems 
for people with certain medi-
cal conditions. 

Here are some guidelines to 
using OTC medicines:

• Talk to your doctor, nurse, 
or pharmacist any time you 
have a question about a medi-
cine. 

• Keep a record of what 
you use. Your record should 
include OTC and prescription 
medicines, vitamins, herb-
als, and other supplements 
you use. Give this list to your 
healthcare professionals so 
they can keep their records up-
to-date and help you use medi-
cine safely. 

• Before you start using 
something new, talk to your 
doctor or pharmacist. They 
can help you avoid medicines 
(and supplements) that don’t 

mix well with each other. 
• Choose a medicine that 

treats only the problems you 
have. Extra medicine won’t 
help you, but could cause 
harmful or unwanted side 
effects. 

• Read the label each time 
before you use a medicine. No 
matter how well you think you 
know your medicine, check 
what it is, what it is for, and 
how to use it. Make sure you 
have enough light to see the 
label clearly. 

• Check the active ingredi-
ents in all medicines. These 
are the parts of the medicine 
that make it work. Don’t use 
two medicines with the same 
active ingredient at the same 

time, because too much can 
hurt you. 

• Use the medicine dose 
listed on the label. Don’t use 
more. If this dose doesn’t help, 
talk to your doctor.

For answers to your ques-
tions on aging, visit.Senior-
Navigator.org.

ANSWERS ON AGING

Email your
 NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com
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Buzzie’s Place
Good Bead & Baci beads

Crab Wine Glasses & Local Art
Unique Treasures

Basement Thrift Shop
804-580-2228

Thurs. & Fri. 10-5 – Sat. 9-3
right in the middle of Heathsville

443 Main Street
Antiques & Collectibles

3rd Anniversary
20% off with this ad

Warsaw • 804-313-1876

Great Stuff & Co.
Re-Opening for the Summer

Antiques, Gifts, Pottery 
804-313-7796

Hours: Fri..-Sat. 10 am-3 pm 
6904 Northumberland Hwy

Heathsville, Virginia

May 27-31  •  Thurs. - Mon.

Kids’ Closet
    Children’s
         Consignment
              & Maternity

Mon-Sat 10:00-5:00
5458 Jessie DuPont Memorial Hwy

804-580-8818 • Wicomico Church, VA

Material Girl
Quilt Shop
(804) 453-6003

Tues. - Sat. 10-5

16658 Northumberland Hwy 
Reedville, VA

Memorial Day Sale
Thurs.-Mon.

15%off Storewide
Porch Sale - 75%off

The Clay Bakery
A Paint Your Own Pottery Studio

  Warsaw, VA

 Phone: 804-313-BAKE (2253)
 Email: theclaybakery@aol.com
 Website: www.theclaybakery.com

Murphy
Seed Service, inc.

804-472-2755
Rt. 202  • Mt. Holly, VA

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-3 • Sun. 1-5
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

Sidewalk Sale 50%off
10%off Storewide

5445 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-6600

Memorial Day Sale
Sat. 8-1 • Mon. 8-3

Great Selections of Plants
Hardware & Gifts
25%off All Plants

Many Items on Sale Storewide
Saturday Only

Used Equipment Sale 8-12
(Repaired equipment that was never picked up)

T-TOWN TACK
STOREWIDE SAVINGS

20%-75%off
“Accessorize Your Feet”

with our NEW Justin Bling Flip Flops
www.t-towntack.com

Tappahanock, VA • 804-443-4614

Crying Shame
Exceptional Home Accessories & Gifts

Picture Framing & Art Gallery
Tervis Tumblers • Mariposa

Flip Flops • Flags

John Barber and Local Art
103 Church Lane, Tappahannock, VA

(804) 443-0070
Open all Year - Everyday

Bath & Biscuit
Owner-Sherri Mesco

has opened a Bedding & Bathroom 
Accessories Shop inside  

Plum Summer of Burgess

Thurs.-Sunday – 804-453-4553
Rt. 360, Burgess, VA

Specialty Shops
Antiques & Treasures

Carrot Cottage
Memorial Day Weekend

Fri. thru Mon.

Sidewalk Sale!
Bonus FREE Gift

with $20 Purchase.
Area’s Biggest Stock

Tervis Tumblers
Bauble Lu Lu Beads

Switch Flops
Crocs

Jim Shore
Nautical

Crabby Items
Flags

Open Everyday 10-5 • Sun 11-5
Courthouse Square, Montross, VA

Community launches 
fund-raising to save 
Morris smoke stack

From left, Frederick Rogers and Blaine Altaffer of the “Save Our Stack” committee look at 
photographs and bricks from the Morris Fisher stack.

REEDVILLE—Nearly 100 
residents came to Festival 
Halle in Reedville on May 19 
to hear details about the “Save 
our Stack” fund-raising cam-
paign.

Led by moderator Charles 
“Spud” Parker, the audi-
ence heard the history of the 
stack and the progress of a 
$250,000 campaign to repair 
the 130-foot-tall, century-old 
brick stack that dominates 
the town’s and nearby water’s 
skyline.

“This is the same cause that 
started the museum (Reed-
ville Fisherman’s Museum),” 
said stack committee member 
Charles Williams, “To save 
our past.” 

Historian Robert McK-
enny addressed the early his-
tory of the stack, which he 
determined was built in 1901 
on three acres of land called 
Pleasant Point by New Jersey 
transplant Albert Morris. 
McKenny noted research that 
pointed to the stack as part of a 
new menhaden drying system 
designed by Morris that “rev-
olutionized the industry.”

The stack has been desig-
nated a historic site within the 
past year by the state Depart-
ment of Historical Resources, 
said McKenny.

Omega plant manager and 
stack committee member 
Monty Deihl said Omega has 
spent $7,000 to inspect the 
structure and plans to spend 
another $13,000 to conduct 
an extensive geo-technical 
exploration inspection of the 
ground around the stack. 

It will determine if the 
stack’s 4-degree lean needs 
to be addressed or is stable 
enough to proceed with fur-
ther restoration. The com-
pany also donated $36,000 
from selling scrap metal it has 
raised in a year-long cleanup 
effort and pledged another 
$50,000 matching donation to 
reach the repair cost goal. 

Deihl said Industrial Access 
Chimney Solutions of Atlanta, 
Ga., was the most competitive 
bidder by far (at $232,000) 
to stabilize it and repair the 
deterioration of the bricks 
near the top of the stack, with 
the remainder of the repair 
estimate going to founda-
tion work, cost overruns or 
weather delays. 

The goals of the company are 
to preserve the stack and “bind 
the community together,” said 
Deihl. The company is will-
ing to deed the point of land 
on which the stack stands to 

the Greater Reedville Asso-
ciation, if so desired. No land 
access through the plant facil-
ity to visit the stack, except 
for maintenance, would be 
granted though because of 
liability issues, Deihl said.

Museum board member 
and stack committee member 
Blaine Altaffer offered some 
campaign ideas. He hopes to 
use the annual Reedville July 
4th celebration, which will 
be held on July 3 this year, 
as a fund-raising vehicle. A 
summer concert series may be 
pursued as well. Special gifts 
such as hats, shirts, coffee 
mugs and bumper stickers are 
planned to be sold at different 
venues, he said.    

But the campaign centers 
around the “Buy a Brick” 
fund-raising effort that has 
five tiers of donations. For 
a “pogy” donation of $20 
to $199, the donor receives 
a custom-designed button 
or bumper sticker. For a 
“bunker” donation of $200 
to $499, a donor will receive 
custom-designed stationery 
with a drawing of the stack by 
Kathy Humphrey-Jones. 

For a “menhaden” level 
donation of $500 to $999, a 
donor will receive a numbered 
print of the drawing by Jones. 
For a “Smith Bros.” level 
donation of $1,000 to $4,999, 
the donor will receive a larger 
print of the drawing. For a 
“Morris Fisher” donation of 
$5,000 or more, a donor will 
receive a replacement brick 
made for the repair work and 
be honored on a plaque at the 
stack. 

All donation levels from 
the bunker and above will be 
honored on another plaque 
in the museum, said Altaffer. 
The donations could be made 
anonymously, in the donor’s 
name or in the name of some-
one else.

“We want to make this 
personal for everyone,” said 
Altaffer. 

Museum treasurer Keith 
Dobson said all the donations, 
except for cash, would be 
tracked and if the campaign 
falls short, the money would 
be returned by the end of the 
year.

Committee members said 
they are fast tracking the 
effort because the stack may 
not survive another year at 
the current rate of deteriora-
tion. The repair experts would 
also like to get started on 
the job before the hurricane 
season hits its peak months of 
September and October, they 
said. 

Generally, higher winds 
and more unpredictable fall 
weather could also cause 
delays and complications 
with working up on high-level 
scaffolding. Deihl said the 
company is already scheduled 
to come by mid-July for the 
estimated month-long repair 
time frame.

Fund-raising brochures will 
be printed within a week, said 
Altaffer. Once that “tool” is 
in hand, committee members 
will be approaching corporate 
sponsors, including Verizon 
and Virginia Dominion Power, 
as well as local businesses and 
individuals. 

The committee hopes to 
have a good idea on how the 
campaign is progressing by 
the end of June.

Some $7,000 was raised 
at the meeting, including a 
$5,000 donation, Altaffer 
reported on May 20. With the 
$86,000 donated or pledged by 
Omega, more than $100,000 
has been raised, said commit-
tee member Becky Haynie.

“This has taken on a good 
momentum,” said Haynie.

As the meeting ended, 
longtime Reedville residents 
shared stories about the stack. 
Ed “Bootsie” Rice lived next 
to the stack when he was 
growing up and recalled 
climbing to the top as a boy 
on the inside using u-shaped 
rings built into the bricks. 
The view was incredible, but 
his father was not happy with 
him when he found out, said 
Rice.

“Daddy threatened to kill 
me if I did it again,” said Rice 
wryly.  

“I remember seeing the 
stack all my life,” concluded 
committee member Wendell 
Haynie. “If something hap-
pened and it came down, that 
would be terrible. We have 
this golden opportunity with 
all of Omega’s support. It is a 
once-in-a-lifetime chance. We 
can’t let it slip by.”

by Starke Jett

To donate to the “Save 
our Stack” fund, visit 
the Reedville Fisher-
men’s Museum on 
Main Street on Reed-
ville, call 453-6529, 
or visit the soon-to-be 
saveourstack.com.

MADISON, WIS.—People 
who are not aware they are 
developing mild memory prob-
lems as they age may develop 
Alzheimer’s disease at a faster 
rate than those who notice their 
memory is slipping.

Studying the part of the brain 
that appraises and makes deci-
sions could help predict who 
is at risk for rapidly advancing 
Alzheimer’s disease, according 
to a University of Wisconsin 
School of Medicine and Public 
Health researcher.

“The disease is a significant 
public health concern with the 
number of cases rising dramati-
cally,” said Michele Ries, a neu-
ropsychologist and researcher 
at the UW Alzheimer’s Disease 
Research Center.  According to 
the Alzheimer’s Association, 5.3 
million Americans live with the 
disease. There will be half a mil-
lion new cases this year alone. 

In Ries’ study, published by 

the Journal of the International 
Neuropsychological Society, a 
group of people with mild cog-
nitive impairment (MCI) were 
compared to a group of healthy 
older adults.  All were given a 
battery of neuropsychological 
tests and performed a series of 
tasks during functional mag-
netic resonance imaging (fMRI).  
Ries found that the brain’s corti-
cal midline area showed activity 
during self-assessment exercises 
and that MCI participants with 
less insight into their impair-
ment had considerably less 
brain activity than those who 
were aware of their mental diffi-
culties.  Ries said MCI is always 
a precursor to Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, but people with MCI don’t 
always develop Alzheimer’s.

“Anosognosia, or unawareness 
of function loss, is beginning to 
be recognized as an important 
clinical symptom of MCI, and 
with studies like this one, we are 

starting to understand how these 
symptoms develop,” said Ries.

Alzheimer’s disease causes 
memory problems and also 
makes it difficult for patients 
to carry out basic activities of 
daily living, while MCI doesn’t 
cause those kinds of problems, 
continued Ries. While there is 
some debate over whether there 
are memory difficulties that are 
associated with healthy aging, 
there is no clinical single tool that 
reliably distinguishes MCI from 
Alzheimer’s disease. Health 
providers should be educated 
about the potential Alzheimer’s 
disease connection to anosogno-
sia and the safety concerns over 
those who are not aware of pro-
gressing impairment.                              

“You build a life, relation-
ships, wisdom and knowledge.  
And then to have Alzheimer’s 
disease take that all away in a 
gradual progressive fashion is a 
tragedy,” said Ries.

Scientist observes clue to rapidly
progressing Alzheimer’s disease

When did a fungus bring 
economic devastation in 
Virginia?

Nature has often shaped 
Virginia’s modern history; 
the Chestnut Blight of the 
early 20th century offers one 
example.

Prior to the blight, south-
ern Virginian mountain com-
munities gathered and sold 
chestnuts, included them in 
their diet, and used them as 
animal feed.

They also used the trees, 
as environmental scholar 
Ralph Lutts has noted, “in 
log houses and other struc-
tures, furniture, interior trim, 
musical instruments, coffins, 

and cooperage, and also for 
shingles, mine timbers, rail-
road ties, telephone poles, 
and fence posts and rails.” 

The chestnut blight may 
have been accidentally intro-
duced to North America 
around 1900-1908, either 
through imported chestnut 
lumber or through imported 
chestnut trees. The discovery 
of the Chestnut blight fungus 
on some Asian Chestnut trees 
planted on Long Island, N.Y., 
was made public in 1904. 

The fungus Cryphonec-
tria parasitica spread within 
eastern forests, damaging 
the American Chestnut’s 
health, ultimately decimating 

more than 3.5 billion trees, 
removing important habitats 
for wildlife populations (for 
example, bear, squirrel, and 
turkey), and leading to eco-
nomic disaster within the 
communities that relied on 
them.

This Vignette is from an 
Encyclopedia Virginia entry 
by B. R. Cohen, assistant 
professor, Department of 
Science, Technology, and 
Society, University of Vir-
ginia. Virginia Vignettes are 
presented by the Virginia 
Foundation for the Humani-
ties; visit VirginiaVignettes.
org, or  VirginiaFoundation.
org. 

VIRGINIA VIGNETTE
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Tidewater Dairy Farm
Ladell Pierson quit school 

when he was 14 years old to 
take over management of Tide-
water Dairy Farm for his ill 
father. 

That was 62 years ago. 
“I’ve seen a lot of changes, 

a lot of changes,” said Pierson, 
who along with his wife, Char-
lotte, his brother, Oren, and 
sons, Danny and David, live 
and work on the 150-acre dairy 
farm near Sharps. 

The Piersons farm some 
1,600 acres, but the focus of 
this year’s tour will be on the 
land and buildings surrounding 
Ladell’s home, where 290 Hol-
stein dairy cows reside. 

One of two dairy farms left 
in the Northern Neck, the Pier-
sons are now milking about 136 
cows per day. 

“There’re no days off,” said 
Ladell. “We’re up at 5 a.m. to 
milk and milk every cow twice 
a day. They come back in at 
3:30. We work from 5 to 5:30 
six days a week and seven hours 
on Sunday.”

Back when Ladell was a 
youngster, working at his 

father’s farm, there were about 
50 dairy farmers in the area, he 
said. 

“Now, I’m the only one for 
six counties,” he said. 

Without a bull in the herd, 
the Piersons artificially insemi-
nate all their cows. The farm 
includes separate areas for 
newborn calves, older calves, 
young cows, expectant moms 
and milking cows. 

“Sometimes in the fall, we’ll 
have four or five calves born a 
night,” said Ladell, “and I’m 
here for them all.”

The cows, which were milked 
by hand when Ladell started, 
are now milked in a herring-
bone milking parlor. The milk 
is pumped through a pipeline to 
a holding tank, which is emp-
tied every other day by Dairy 
Farmers of America. 

Visitors on farm tour day will 
be treated to a tour by Ladell 
and Charlotte or his sons and 
grandchildren and can watch a 
video of the milking operation. 
Directions:

From Warsaw, take Rt. 3 east 
and turn right onto Sharps Road 
(Rt. 642). Continue 3.2 miles. 

Tidewater Dairy Farm, owned by Ladell and Charlotte Pierson, includes 150 acres on Sharps Road. The farm is home to 290 Holsteins.  A related slideshow is posted at RRecord.com.

Down on the Farm: Annual tour features four sites
What do dairy cows, gourmet wines, fresh produce and acres 

of cropland have in common? They can all be found on the 
Down on the Farm tour, a fun-filled day of visiting some of the 
Northern Neck’s farms, forests and wineries. 

The tour on Saturday, May 29, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. includes 
stops at Richmond County’s Tidewater Dairy Farm, Belle Mount 
Vineyards and Sabine Hall and Westmoreland County’s Garner’s 
Produce. 

The tour is hosted by the Natural Resources Conservation 
Services, the Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, Northern Neck Tourism Commission, Virginia Department 
of Forestry, Virginia Cooperative Extension and Rappahannock 
Community College and is an effort to promote agritourism and 
agribusiness while educating.  

A free bus service is offered by the Northern Neck Rideshare 
Program and allows visitors to park their cars at Rappahannock 
Community College in Warsaw and ride a bus to and from one 
or all four of the participating farms. The bus will stop at each 
location every 15 or 20 minutes throughout the day.

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

The Piersons have almost 300 Holsteins at Tidewater Dairy 
Farm, including many calves. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Sabine Hall plantation includes some 500 acres of rolling farmland. 
Visitors can purchase home grown vegetables and fruits, along 
with flowers, jellies and jams and sauces at Garner’s Produce. 

In the fall, the vineyards at Belle Mount Vineyards are green and full and ready to be 
harvested. 

Kemper Garner sorts asparagus at Garner’s Produce in 
Nomini Grove. 

Continue straight through the 
intersection with Suggetts Point 
Road (Rt. 614) and the farm is 
on the right. 

From Lancaster, take Rt. 3 
west and turn left onto Sharps 
Road (Rt. 642). Continue 3.2 
miles. Continue straight through 
the intersection with Suggetts 
Point Road (Rt. 614) and the 
farm is on the right. 

Address: 122 Suggetts Point 
Road, Warsaw.

Garner’s Produce
Along Route 3 in Nomini 

Grove there’s a produce stand 
where fresh vegetables, fruits and 
flowers abound. 

Garner’s Produce, owned and 
operated by Meade Garner, his 
daughters, Lora and Dana, and 
son-in-law, Bernard Boyle, is 
open seven days a week March 
through November. 

Located at the Garner home-
place, the farmer’s market is sur-
rounded by 50 acres of farmland 
that will be open to the public. 
The Garners farm 110 acres total. 
All but about 50 acres of the farm 
is dedicated to produce.

“[Production] has flip-flopped,” 
said Dana. “At first, the farm was 
mostly grain, now it’s mainly veg-
etables with a little bit of grain.”

The Garners grow over 40 
different crops, with many start-
ing in one of three greenhouses 
on the property. A high tunnel, 
heated with a clean burn furnace 
powered by recycled engine oil, is 
used to grow tomatoes. 

The produce stand, which got 
its start in the back of Jack Gar-
ner’s pickup truck in the early 
‘70s, has grown into a shopping 
destination with dozens of fresh 
vegetables, fruits, shrubs, flowers, 
condiments and sauces. 

“There’s always something to 
do,” said Dana, who said during 
farmer’s market season family 
members awake before sunrise 
and are usually out the door at 4 
a.m.

“Right now we’re planting 
onions, cleaning blackberries, 
harvesting asparagus, cover-
ing strawberries and uncovering 
strawberries,” she said. 

A graduate of Virginia Tech, 
Dana said the farm employs four 
full-time seasonal workers and a 
few part-time workers along with 
family members. 

During the farm tour, visitors 
will learn about the many sustain-
able and best management prac-
tices used such as integrated pest 
management, cover crops and 
variety selection. 

The 4-H Club will operate a 
petting zoo at the farm and the 
Northern Neck Beekeepers will 
hold a demonstration.    
Directions:

From Warsaw, take Rt. 3 west 
approximately six miles. Garner’s 
Produce stand is on the right in 
Nomini Grove. 

From Montross, take Rt. 3 east 
seven miles to Nomini Grove 
and look for the Farmer’s Market 
signs. 

Address: 22645 Kings High-
way, Warsaw. 

Sabine Hall
Classic Georgian elegance 

meets modern farming and for-
estry techniques on this Rappa-
hannock River plantation. 

Ninth-generation owners 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carter 
Wellford IV and Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Drayton O’Hara have 
over 500 acres of farmland and 
an equivalent amount of forest 
property on the historic home-
site in Warsaw. The owners 
grow small grain, corn and 
soybeans and have 27 Black 
Angus cattle. 

Sabine Hall was built in 1738 
by Landon Carter, the fourth 
son of Robert “King” Carter of 
Corotoman. Both a Virginia and 
National Historic Landmark, 
the home will not be open to 
the public on tour day. However, 
visitors will pass by the stately 
mansion along a winding dirt 
road en route to the Wellfords’ 
farmland and barn, where Carter 
Wellford will demonstrate a 
portable sawmill. 

Visitors also will learn about 
forestry techniques used for 
both pine and hardwood pro-
duction and take a tour with a 
wildlife expert to learn about 
habitats of native species. 
Learn about Black Angus pro-
duction and conservation farm-
ing practices. Take part in a 

Northern Neck Master Garden-
ers plant clinic and purchase a 
rain barrel. 

Hay wagon rides will be 
available. 
Directions:

From Warsaw, travel west on 
Rt. 360 towards Tappahannock 
and turn left onto Sabine Hall 
Road across from the Warsaw 
Village Shopping Center. Go 
1.3 miles to the gated entrance.

From Tappahannock, travel 
east on Rt. 360 across the 
Rappahannock River Bridge 
towards Warsaw. Go approxi-
mately 4 miles. Turn right onto 
Sabine Hall Road. Go 1.3 miles 
to the gated entrance. 

Address: 1694 Sabine Hall 
Road, Warsaw.  

Belle Mount Vineyards
Ray and Catherine Petrie 

have more than eight acres of 
grape vines planted on the roll-
ing hills at Belle Mount Vine-
yards near Warsaw. 

The couple, who moved to 
the Northern Neck from Cali-
fornia, did not have a back-
ground in winemaking. Cath-
erine said her background 
involved simply “opening a 
bottle and drinking it.”

But after purchasing the 
former Heritage Park Camp-
ground property 16 years ago, 
the two decided to dive into 
the very labor-intensive task of 
winemaking. 

Catherine said she and her 
husband spent about two years 
researching the trade before 
planting the first vine. They 
planted all 8.5 acres by hand 
and take care of the grounds 
and harvest the grapes them-
selves. 

On tour day, visitors can 
tour the vineyards with Ray to 
learn about the art and science 
of producing both the classic 
European and newer hybrid 
varieties. With a dozen variet-
ies of grapes, the Petries have 
the native American Norton 
grape along with many French-
American hybrids.

Catherine will offer a com-
plimentary wine tasting in the 
tasting room, located beneath a 
banquet hall with a view of the 
vineyards. Along with free tast-
ings, the Petries or staff mem-
bers will also offer advice on 
food pairings. 

Harvest time, usually late 
August through October, is of 
course the busiest time at the 
vineyard. 

“There’s a changing atti-
tude about wine,” said Ray. “A 
couple of years ago the Gallup 
poll found that wine was the 
beverage of choice for most 
Americans.”

The Fredericksburg Spinners 
and Weaver’s Guild will be on-
site to demonstrate yarn skills. 
Directions:

From Warsaw, travel west on 
Rt. 360 towards Tappahannock. 
Turn right onto Newland Road 
(Rt. 624). Travel 2.5 miles and 
turn right into Belle Mount 
Vineyards. 

From Tappahannock, travel 
east on Rt. 360 across the Rap-
ahannock River Bridge. Turn 
left on Newland Road (Rt. 624). 
Travel 2.5  miles and turn right 
into Belle Mount Vineyards. 

Address: 2570 Newland 
Road, Warsaw.
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Bayway Daylilly 
Garden

273 Pinetree Point Drive
Burgess

Call for information & directions
 (804) 453-6827 • (804) 761-0164 

 Andy or Connie

Japanese Maple Sale
now thru end of May

on Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Look for our Info & Registration Stand - June 4th First Friday Walkabout in front of Sports Centre

  1st Annual Bowl-A-Thon

Saturday June 19th

12 – 3 PM
Kilmarnock Entertainment Center

16 Town Center Drive, Kilmarnock
Sponsored by:

Be a part of this fun event to 
support the youth of our community.

Sponsorship opportunities available!
BOWLING TEAMS WANTED

Contact us at 435-9696 to � nd out 
more information on how you can participate!

Information packets can be picked up 
from the Boys & Girls Club, 

Kilmarnock Entertainment Center, 
or by visiting www.bgcnn.com

330 Wellcraft Coastal 
(twin diesel) 1999 
model w/hard top, 
38’7” LOA, 12’8” 
beam, just over 
500 hours on 

original Cats, Kohlor 
generator, new 

bottom paint, Raytheon radar & sounder, Heat & AC. 
Serious inquiries call 804-761-5269  

    

Boat For Sale

Williamsburg Landing is one of the region’s
finest continuing care retirement
communities, beautifully situated in
Virginia’s historic Colonial Capital
and featuring gracious living at its best.
Our community offers:

� A choice of superb homes, townhomes,
or apartments

� Fine dining; maintenance-free living

� Resort-style health club and spa

� Full continuum of award-winning
medical care

� Fulltime on-site physician

� Not-for-profit; local Board of Directors

� CARF-CCAC Accreditation

TO SCHEDULE A VISIT, CALL 757-565-6505.
WWW.WILLIAMSBURGLANDING.COM

A CARF-CCAC accredited
Continuing Care Retirement Community

KILMARNOCK—“Living, 
as we do, along the Atlantic 
Coast, on tributaries of the 
Chesapeake Bay, our boats are 
prone to hurricane damage,” 
said Brian McArdle of U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 
33.

The season extends from 
June 1 to November 30. And 
while there may have been a 
lull in the number and severity 
of hurricanes in the area last 
year, some weather experts are 
predicting a more active year 
in 2010. In addition, there are 
Nor’easters that could be just 
“out-of-season hurricanes.”  In 
any event, with thousands of 
recreational and commercial 
watercraft on local waters, it 
is worth the time and effort to 
have a plan in case a hurricane 
threatens, said McArdle.
Where is your boat?

Recent studies have shown 
that boats stored out of the 
water are less likely to suffer 
significant damage than boats 
left in the water, he said. They 
might tip over on land but they 
can sink in the water.
Is your boat on a lift?

If so,  make sure it is higher 
then any expected storm surge 
and high waves and be sure to 
use additional lines to secure 

Steve Keith plays Belle Isle State Park
Musician Steve Keith entertained a host of fans and Music By the River regulars at Belle Isle State Park last Saturday. The 
concert marked Keith’s first public appearance since returning from New Orleans for the season. He’s now booking shows and 
private events for the summer. In late August he’ll be performing at the Vlissingem Maritime Festival in Vlissingem, Holland. 
The Music By the River concert series continues at 6 p.m. June 12 with Sweet Justice. Concerts are free; however, there is a $3 
parking fee per vehicle payable at the park entrance. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Flotilla 33 advises to be prepared for hurricane season
the boat, he said. Get the boat 
high on the lift early so it is 
above the surge line if power 
goes out early.  Remember 
Ernesto? A lot of boaters were 
surprised by that storm. Power 
was lost early and people did 
not get a chance to raise the 
lift when the worst part of the 
storm came in and was a lot 
worse than predicted.
Is your boat at a marina?

Does the marina have a plan 
to remove in-water boats and 
store them in case of a hurri-
cane?

If the boat is in the water at a 
dock, can it be put on a trailer 
and towed out of danger?

“Your boat is probably safer 
on a trailer than in the water 
during a storm,” said McAr-
dle.. “Some insurance compa-
nies will pay you to put your 
boat on land. Some raise your 
deductible for damage caused 
by a ‘named Storm.’”

Remember not to park the 
trailer under the trees and fill 
the gas and water tanks for 
more stability, he said. 

No matter where the boat will 
be, remove valuable equipment 
and expensive electronics.
If you are at sea.

If at sea anda hurricane is 
coming, don’t try to ride out 

the storm— seek shelter.  How-
ever, all harbors do not offer 
the same type of protection. 
Some things to consider:
Is the harbor crowded?

A crowded harbor offers 
a greater chance of having a 
boat drag an anchor or break-
ing loose and endangering the 
other boats at anchor.

Will the boat still be pro-
tected from waves if there is a 
six foot surge?  What appears to 
be a protected wall or piece of 
land during a normal tide may 
be underwater during a tidal 
surge. On the other hand, if the 
wind is blowing the water out, 
where will the boat be if there 
is an abnormally low tide?

Will the anchor hold? Two 
are often better, said McArdle.
Plan ahead

Make plans and arrange-
ments now, don’t wait until 
the radio reports a hurricane is 
coming. Supplies, equipment 
and storage facilities may not 
be available at the last minute, 
he said.

In addition, there may not be 
time to secure the boat if there 
are last minute preparations 
around the house. 

If the boat is at a marina, 
develop a plan with manage-
ment to ensure they take the 

proper action.  Remember, they 
will be busy too.  

Don’t wait until the last 
minute before taking action.

Hurricane warnings are 
much more accurate and pre-
cise these days.  A “watch” 
is announced when there is 
a threat within 36 hours.  A 
“warning” is announced when 
winds are expected to exceed 
74 mph and arrive within 24 
hours. 

Plan ahead and listen for 
weather reports. Make sure to 
have enough lines to secure 
the boat, have the right anchor, 
cleats, chocks and chafing 
gear.

Rain storms that are common 
in many areas of the country in 
the spring could wreak havoc 
on the home if folks don’t take 
the necessary precautions to 
prevent damage.

High winds and rain that 
are common in spring could 
damage roofs and infiltrate the 
house in other ways, such as 
through poorly sealed door and 
window frames, say experts. 
All it takes is a few inches 
of water to severely damage 
walls, flooring and other areas 
of the home.

Check:
• the attic for wet spots.
• the chimney and any vents 

for cracks or leaks in the flash-
ing.

• in the eaves for water 
backup from ice dams.

• the roof for peeling, buck-
ling or missing shingles.

• in the gutters for leaf accu-
mulation or excessive amounts 
of granules from roof shingles. 
Clean out the leaves. Granules 
could indicate the shingles are 
worn out and may need to be 
replaced.

• for discoloration around 
windows and door frames. This 
could indicate a leak or con-
densation accumulation that 
has dripped down onto wood-
work or sheetrock.

• property to see if any grad-
ing changes have occurred 
from winter snow and shovel-
ing. Look for pooling areas of 
water. A change in property 
grading could cause water to 
flow toward the house instead 
of away from it. 

Check home for 
damages prior
to coming storms

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com

RUN YOUR AD ON TV
AND PEOPLE WILL HEAD FOR THE

bathroom
RUN YOUR AD IN

THE RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

and they’ll bring it with them . . .
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

When speaking of the historiography of 
the Northern Neck, the cornerstone 

remains the 1959 work by Miriam Haynie of 
Reedville, The Stronghold, A Story Of Historic 
Northern Neck Of Virginia And Its People. 
It has gone through many printings since its 
publication in 1959. Today, the first printings 
are collector’s items, and, if they come on the 
market, sell for $50.  

Many of the chapters first appeared as arti-
cles in several newspapers where the author had 
been a prolific contributor, but she wrote most 
of them specifically for the book. Although an 
artist herself, Mrs. Haynie illustrated the book 
with original drawings by Elmo Jones.

In opening up the history of the Northern 
Neck, The Stronghold served to delineate the 
unique character of the peninsula in short 
vignettes that touched upon topics from the 
Indians to the light keepers of the Chesapeake 
Bay lighthouses. The latter presents a detailed 
description of what daily life was like on a tiny 
dot in the bay prior to the advent of automatic 
lights.  

The author’s deep devotion to the past and 
its relevance for the present are apparent on 
every page, as they were in every conversation 
with her. She was an extremely modest person 
whose contributions in this volume and in her 

ultimate publication, A Kingdom By The Sea, 
served to orient both natives and come-heres 
to the basic facts and traditions of our history.

Miriam Haynie’s enthusiasm for history 
carried through in her home, which reflected 
the colonial style of architecture in the village 
of overwhelmingly Victo-
rian Reedville, and in her 
artwork. She re-introduced 
the colonial practice of 
painting dummy boards, 
which she chose to paint 
on already old pieces of 
lumber in such a way that 
they appeared to be origi-
nal. Shortly before her 
death she donated a large 
collection of her paintings 
to the Reedville Fisher-
men’s Museum, along 
with manuscripts of many 
of her writings, both pub-
lished and unpublished.

Perhaps from a broader 
perspective her greatest contribution in The 
Stronghold was the pulling together of many 
legends and documented facts on the early 
life of George Washington. She traced the 
Father of Our Country from his birth in the 

family home on Pope’s Creek in Westmore-
land County through his youth at Ferry Farm 
in Stafford County. In so doing, she followed 
in the pattern of Senator Robert O. Norris Jr. 
in considering the Northern Neck to encom-
pass not merely the four lower counties of 

Northumberland, Lan-
caster, Westmoreland, 
and Richmond, but 
also King George and 
Stafford. In that regard 
in 1950 when Senator 
Norris founded The 
Northern Neck of Vir-
ginia Historical Soci-
ety, he included all six 
of the counties under 
its umbrella, as they 
remain today.

Throughout the book 
Mrs. Haynie’s fascina-
tion with the colonial 
past carries over into 
the era of the steam-

boats. She notes that the  Chesapeake was the 
first steamboat on the bay in 1813, and that 
the trade thrived until the outbreak of war in 
1861. In the midst of the war on the night of 
August 13, 1862, the George C. Peabody and 

the North Point collided in the Potomac River, 
taking the lives of three-quarters of the nearly 
400 people on board both boats.

The treatment of the war reflected her 
Southern background, as when she referred to 
“’Yankee foragers” taking from the barnyards 
of the Northern Neck. In many of the instances 
she described, she drew for background from 
what she had heard all her life, and from pri-
vate  letters and papers, thus advancing the 
documentary use of primary materials in the 
writing of our local history.

Although she did not give footnotes, nor 
an index, she listed 19 pages of sources con-
sulted.

Miriam Haynie lived to be 99. Ironically, 
her last public appearance was at the funeral 
of her good friend, the historian and attorney 
Jack Simmons whom I discussed last week. 
The following day she fell and broke her hip, 
an event from which she never completely 
recovered. She left a Northern Neck quite 
different from the one in which she had been 
born. Her most lasting contribution was in 
putting to paper much of the lore and many 
of the traditions of our past that otherwise we 
would not know today. She wrote elegantly 
and with splendid erudition, precisely in the 
same way that she lived. 

In many of the instances 
she described, she drew for 
background from what she 
had heard all her life, and 
from private  letters and 
papers, thus advancing the 
documentary use of primary 
materials in the writing of 
our local history.

Focal Point

A cardinal visits the McGonegal residence at Mosquito Point.

Photo by Hennie McGonegal

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Visit Stratford Hall
 Once, when I as a teenager, my mom was 

trying to talk my dad into going on a trip. I 
don’t remember exactly where or exactly when, 
but I clearly remember my dad pushing back.

“People come from all over the world just to 
visit the Northern Neck,” he said.  “I don’t see 
why I need to go anywhere else.”

This comment struck home as Mariah and I 
spent this past weekend at Stratford Hall with 
our kids. Legislators from all over the Com-
monwealth came to the Northern Neck to visit 
Stratford Hall which hosted the Virginia Horse 
Council’s annual legislative trail ride.

While I normally do not attend this event, 
the fact it occurred in my district and that my 
middle child is an avid rider, we decided it 
would be a good opportunity for a “working 
weekend” mixed with some family time. 

We all had a delightful time.  “Stratford” (as 
we call it locally) has done an excellent job of 
telling the story about the generations of fami-
lies that lived at Stratford Hall Plantation. The 
grist mill is fascinating. The pond has decent 
fishing.  And, as always, it is fun to look for 
sharks teeth down at the beach.

The story of the Lee Family of Stratford Hall 
is the story of Virginia and our nation.  Thomas 
Lee, who built the house around 1730-38, was 
a founder of the Ohio Company, a member of 
the governing council of the colony, and acting 
Governor of Virginia. He owned more than 
16,000 acres in Virginia and Maryland.

He and his wife, Hannah, raised a remarkable 
family of six sons and two daughters. Their 
eldest son, Philip Ludwell Lee (1727-1775), 
inherited Stratford.  Two other sons, Richard 
Henry and Francis Lightfoot Lee were the only 
brothers to sign the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.  

Soon after the death of Philip Ludwell Lee, 
Stratford became the home of his eldest daugh-
ter, the “divine Matilda,” who married her 
cousin, Revolutionary War hero, “Light Horse 
Harry” Lee. She died in 1790 and left her hus-
band a life interest in the plantation. He then 
married Ann Hill Carter of Shirley Plantation. 
Their son Robert E. Lee was born at Stratford 
in 1807.

To their credit, throughout the telling of the 
story of the Lee family, Stratford grapples with, 
and addresses head on, the fact that all this 
was made possible with labor from slaves and 
indentured servants. It is accurate in its histori-
cal interpretation and does not sugar coat the 
sometimes ugly truth. 

But, as much as the people, the place itself is 
both grand and quiet at the same time.  And it 
is right here in the Northern Neck. 

The lesson learned:  take time to visit those 
things closest to you.  Go visit.

The National Park Service is currently con-
ducting a feasibility study of the Northern 
Neck for a National Heritage Area designation.  
Visit  parkplanning.nps.gov. Select by state, 
“Virginia,” and then “Northern Neck National 
Heritage Feasibility Study.”  

(Reprints from the May 20, 1910, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Caught On The Fly
There will be a total eclipse of the 

moon on night of May 23.
Editor Ryland, of Urbanna, was on the 

steamer Thursday of last week en route 
for Baltimore.

Dr. F. W. Lewis, of Whealton (Morat-
tico), was in Richmond this week attend-
ing a meeting of the Board of Visitors of 
the Medical College of Virginia.

Miss Bertha Christian, of Norfolk, 
is critically ill in a hospital in that city, 
having undergone three surgeries within 
the past three weeks.

Ice formed at Wythville, Va, on 

Monday last, the thermometer standing 
at  24 above zero. Nearly all early veg-
etables and fruits were killed.

Notice
The Society of Willing Workers of 

Kilmarnock church will hold an ice 
cream and strawberry festival at Reho-
both Church Tuesday, May 24, 3 to 8 
p.m.

Notice To Taxpayers
We will be at the following places 

on dates named to collect 1909 and all 
other due taxes: White Stone, Monday, 
June 6; Irvington 7; Kilmarnock 8; 
Weems 9; and Fisherman 10. After these 
dates we will continue to levy and sell 

without exception we dislike to do so. R. 
R. Dunaway, Treas. and J.R. Gresham, 
Deputy Treas.

Lively
The  Citizen has not heard from our 

village for some time, owing to your 
scribe being away.

R. O. Norris has finished his stable 
and is busy on his buggy-house.

J. R. Webb left Thursday of last week 
for Baltimore for hospital treatment.

Early crops are looking badly on 
account of the cold weather.

Miss Grace Mahone, of Litwalton, 
and Mr. Davis visited the home of the 
Misses Hayne on Sunday.

W. C. Clarke will soon have his house 

closed in.
Halley’s Comet causes much talk 

about the neighborhood.
While Homer Haynie and sister were 

returning from church Sunday, their 
buggy got in a “mix-up” with Lennie 
Webb’s. Miss Haynie was slightly hurt 
and the buggy she was in damaged 
some.

Directors’ Meeting
The Directors of Wharton Grove 

Camp Grounds will meet at camp 
grounds near Weems Thursday, May 24, 
at 10 a.m.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

In less than two weeks we 
will have a primary election to 
nominate the Republican can-
didate to run for U.S. Congress 
in November.

Rob Wittman is my choice. 
In two years and a few months 
of service, he has shown us 
that we can rely on him to do 
all the right things. His votes 
are always for the conserva-
tive, fiscally responsible thing.  
He looks out for us in the First 
Congressional District, giving 
attention to the needs of our 
farmers, watermen and mili-
tary families.

Since the 2008 presiden-
tial election, he and his col-
leagues have been faced with 
liberal Democratic majori-
ties that insist on adopting 
big spending, big government 
policies that most of us here 
in the Northern Neck oppose. 
Rob has remained true to his 
beliefs. I have great pride in his 
consistent conservative voting 
record. 

He worked against Obama’s 
national health care scheme 
and cast his vote against it. He 
opposed and voted against the 
bailouts, the stimulus and simi-
lar big-spending bills.

And he has received the 
endorsement of the National 
Rifle Association for re-elec-
tion. A major conservative 
group has honored him. They 
know what we should know. We 
need to send Rob back to Con-
gress this fall where he will be 
joined by many other conserva-
tives so we can begin to reverse 
the dangerous trends we have 
seen in the past two years.

Rob serves on important 
committees and if Republi-
cans take back the House of 
Representatives, he will have a 
chance to increase his seniority 
and his impact on legislation.

Please join me in supporting 
Rob Wittman for another term 
in Congress.  Vote Wittman on 
June 8.

C. Bristow Balderson,
Warsaw

Nominate
Wittman

Agricultural subsidies benefit 
2 percent of the U.S. population 
on farms and aggregate $20 bil-
lion per year; subsidies for bio-
fuels equate to $1.95 per gallon.

Taxpayers have spent recently 
(via tax credits) on two ethanol 
plants in Oregon now in bank-
ruptcy. Sixty-one percent of 
these subsidies benefit 10 per-

Keep tax
on bio-diesel

cent of the recipients to the tune 
of $48,000 each. Think of how 
many teachers that would fund. 
Or, reduce the rate of increase in 
borrowing?  Twenty  billion dol-
lars is chump change.

Now removing this revenue 
from the Treasury for another 
selected few is in reality a special 
“earmark.”  The national debt 
just topped $12.9 trillion, up $1 
trillion so far this fiscal year to 
date. The interest on this debt so 
far this fiscal year is $224 billion. 
The net increase to the debt, per 
month, equates to a cool $125 
billion of which nearly $30 bil-
lion is interest—which buys the 
taxpayers’ nothing.

Heaven help us if interest rates 
return to anything near normal 
and the Treasury has to pay pre-
vious market rates. Treasury cur-
rently is getting a bargain.

We do not remove the 
tax. There’s far too much ‘wel-
fare’ favored spending in the 
federal budget and absolutely no 
evidence of the political will to 
address these gargantuan fiscal 
problems. And the president’s 
budget proposes these deficits to 
continue to grow in fiscal 2011 
and beyond as far as the eye can 
see.

Some would argue there’s 
also a moral issue regarding the 
diversion and impacts, includ-
ing pricing, of using feed stocks 
for blending into motor fuels.  
Should the government be an 
active player in promoting such 
an activity?  Just another unin-
tended consequence? 

That the recent Senate Bill on 
“Financial Reform” which just 
passed exempts Fannie & Fred-
die from inclusion in “reform” 
is just another classic example 
of the ‘best Congress money can 
buy.’  Given these two “wards of 
the state” in receivership return 
to Treasury quarterly for buckets 
of additional double-digit bil-
lions of dollars, what’s not to like 
about our federal leadership?

Initiation of a Congressional 
housecleaning come November 
could be a start.  However, for 
the U.S. Senate, it will take six 
years for a full cleanout given 
only a third are voted upon each 
cycle.

We’ll have an opportunity to 
begin this process here in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia in 
2010, but alas, it will take until 
2014 to complete the job.  Isn’t 
something else supposed to 
occur under earlier legislation in 
2014?  Oh, yes, full implementa-
tion of the Health Care Reform 
legislation.

Dana J. Gilmour,
White Stone

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Remember that song “Signs, 
Signs” by the 1970s Cana-

dian rockers, the Five Man Elec-
tric Band?

Remember the 70s?
That’s another column. Let’s 

not go there. Let’s follow the 
signs.

Sing along: 
“And the sign said long haired 

freaky people need not apply.
“So I tucked my hair up under 

my hat and I went in to ask him 
why.

“He said you look like a fine 
upstanding young man, I think 
you’ll do.

“So I took off my hat I said 
imagine that, huh, me working 
for you.”

And the chorus:
“Sign, sign everywhere a 

sign,
“Blocking out the scenery 

breaking my mind,
“Do this, don’t do that, can’t 

you read the sign?”
There was more to it. The 

song leaves an impression. Like 
that poster of a beautiful farm 
and on the fence post a sign 
reads, “ No trespassing, Survi-
vors will be prosecuted.”

No doubt about it. That’s a 
sign that sends a powerful mes-
sage.

And there are signs all around 
us that send an even more pow-
erful message.

Just ask a Christian.
But the signs that have me 

so rung up today are the signs 
that keep cropping up in press 
release photos submitted to the 
Rappahannock Record for pub-
lication as a news item.

Unless the story is about the 
sign, and 99.9 percent of the 
time it’s not, the sign does not 
belong in the photo.

A sign is a graphic element 
that sends a message. A sign is 
an advertisement. If you want 
an advertisement, you see one 
of the newspaper’s advertising 
representatives.

Take out a full page adver-
tisement and share it with the 
world.

If you included it in your 
photo you’ve probably been 
disappointed, maybe even furi-
ous, because I cropped it, or a 
major portion of it, clean out of 
the picture.

This is how it works. Some-
one decides to submit a press 
release that involves a family 
member, an employee or a club 
member. The best background 
would be a plain wall.

But someone always suggests 
the sign. “Let’s take the picture 
in front of the sign.” When 
they send in the photo, it shows 
a group of five folks, whose 
full names should have been 
included from left to right, front 
to back, in front of a sign that 
extends another four feet above 
their heads.

Sometimes the picture just 
doesn’t run because we don’t 
have room for a big old sign.

By my definition, those 
graphic elements plastered to 
the side of vehicles are mobile 
signs.

And the latest fad is a bunch 
of people holding a sign. Let 
this be a sign to you: Just drop 
it.
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www.bankevb.com • (804) 443-4333 • 1-888-464-BANK (2265)
With 25 branches throughout Eastern Virginia, including Callao, Heathsville, and Urbanna

“ EVB is not only a friendly, 
 personal bank, it’s available 
 and accessible. We’re always 
 ready to recommend EVB to 
 our family and friends.”

The Morris family has banked with EVB® for over 40 years. 
From business loans to checking and savings accounts, 
EVB has provided the Morris family with the services they 
need. For 100 years, EVB has provided the personal service
that people value. Stop by and see how EVB can be part of 
your family’s fi nancial future.

Eleanor, Jeremiah, Mabel, George, and Reverend T. W. Morris

—George Morris

EVB® is a registered trademark of EVB in the United States.

I urge the voters of the First 
Congressional District to go to 
the polls on June 8 and support 
Rob Wittman as our Republi-
can nominee for another term 
in Congress.

Rob Wittman started his 
public career in the Northern 
Neck as mayor of Montross 
and as a member of the West-
moreland County Board of 
Supervisors. He also served as 
a member of the House of Del-
egates in Richmond.

Although he has only served 
for a little more than two years 
in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, having first been 
elected in December 2007 
in a special election, he has a 
proven record of strong support 
for the restoration of small gov-
ernment, lower taxes, and fiscal 
responsibility.

He has opposed all the waste-
ful new government programs 
such as nationalized health 
care, and bank and corporate 
bailouts.

Folks I know are very con-
cerned about continuing 
increases in the national debt 
limit, and the multiple pro-
grams designed to spend tril-
lions more in federal dollars 
and concentrate unlimited 
amounts of power and control 
in Washington, D.C.

Rob’s record shows he can 
help reverse directions and lead 
to better days.

Important constituencies 
have recognized his importance 
to the nation.

The National Rifle Asso-
ciation has just announced its 
endorsement for his re-elec-
tion. The American Conserva-
tive Union recently gave him 
an award for his consistently 
conservative voting record. He 
has also won recognition from 
a major organization devoted to 
protecting our nation’s borders 
against illegal immigration.

His close ties to our com-
munity and long local record 
of service are also significant 
indicators of where Rob’s heart 
is. From a personal note, his 
working with my father back 
when dad was health director 
for the Northern Neck and the 
support Rob continues to have 
from that community of people 
means a lot.

We need to return Rob Witt-
man to office so he can con-
tinue to work for us.  But first, 
he has to win nomination in the 
coming Republican primary.  
Please join me in voting Witt-
man for Congress.

Robert Cunningham,
White Stone,   

Return Wittman
to Washington

YOUR LETTERS

All registered voters who are 
concerned about our congres-
sional representation should 
participate in the upcoming 
Tuesday, June 8, Republican 
primary election. 

Since voters in Virginia’s 
First Congressional District 
traditionally vote Republican, 
the winner of the Republican 
primary will be the natural 
favorite to win the November 
general election. Our incum-
bent representative, Rob Witt-
man, has done an excellent job 
for the First District during his 
first term and deserves to be re-
elected. 

Rep. Wittman is qualified to 
serve us in Congress. He is an 
environmental scientist with 
an established record in sup-
porting the restoration of the 
Chesapeake Bay.  Rep. Witt-

Vote for Wittman

man’s educational credentials 
include a bachelor’s in biology 
from Virginia Tech, a master’s 
of public health and adminis-
tration from the University of 
North Carolina, and a doctor-
ate in public policy and admin-
istration from Virginia Com-
monwealth University. 

Prior to his election to Con-
gress, he was elected as mayor 
of Montross, a member of the 
Westmorland County Board of 
Supervisors, and as a delegate 
in the Virginia House of Del-
egates. 

Rep. Wittman is opposed in 
the primary by real estate agent 
Catherine Crabill.  I searched 
Crabill’s information on the 
internet, including her own 
web site, and found absolutely 
nothing about her educational 
background or work experience 
that in any way qualifies her to 
run against Wittman. What I 
did find was that her political 
views are those of the extreme 
right.  She has actually called 
for the use of guns when civi-
lized democratic voting does 
not obtain the desired results.  
A public quote from Crabill 
was, “We have the chance to 
fight this battle at the ballot 
box before we have to resort to 
the bullet box.” If you Google 
“Catherine Crabill” on the 
internet you can actually see 
and hear her making this outra-
geous statement. 

Party primary elections nor-
mally have significantly less 
voter participation than general 
elections and this allows the 
politically active fringe groups, 
such as the far right, to influ-
ence primary results.  Fortu-
nately, the June 8 Republican 
primary is an open primary, not 
limited to card-carrying Repub-
licans.  Any registered voter 
can vote in this primary elec-
tion.  To eliminate any remote 
chance that right wing extrem-
ists could oust Rep. Wittman, I 
strongly urge that all registered 
voters vote for Rob Wittman in 
this very important June 8 pri-
mary election. 

Dave Herndon,
White Stone

Whether Democrat or Repub-
lican, we should all be con-
cerned about the direction our 
government is going. Requir-
ing the purchase of healthcare 
insurance, taxing puffy clouds, 
increasing taxes in every aspect 
of our lives continues to restrict 
our individual rights as pro-
tected in the constitution, in 
favor of a new world order as 
preached by Karl Marx and his 
progressive successors.  

Having listened intently to 
both GOP congressional can-
didates from the First District, 
it is clear that one is a career 
politician seeking continued 
employment and the other is 
a very passionate citizen with 
a clear understanding of the 
responsibility that congres-
sional representatives should 
accept in Washington, D.C. She 
is ready to shake up Washing-
ton and now is the time to clean 
house. 

Recognizing that Rob Witt-
man is likeable, adept at hand 
shaking, back slapping, and 
endorsed by the GOP political 
machine, many Republicans 
feel loyal to him. In addition 
to these qualities, Catherine 
Crabill, mother of four, brings 
something Washington has 
been missing. She is not afraid 
to speak the truth and to expect 
and demand adherence to the 
Constitution. She is for God, 

Vote for Crabill

family, and country; not a 
cog in the wheel of the party 
machine. 

Just one example: Wittman 
boasts that he is cosponsor of a 
bill, “The Enumerated Powers 
Act,” that will require congress 
to identify which specific area 
in the U.S. Constitution gives it 
the power to enact the proposed 
legislation. This example repre-
sents a politician’s view of the 
elected representative, passing 
another law instead of enforc-
ing the ones we already have. 

Crabill reminds us that the 
congressional oath of office, 
“that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, 
foreign or domestic,” requires 
congressional representatives 
to adhere to the Constitution 
when proposing legislation. As 
we observed in the 2008 elec-
tions, Wittman demonstrated 
a lack of respect for the GOP 
oath and in fact was arrogant 
when questioned about it. It is 
not surprising that he would 
support another unnecessary 
law.

In the Republican primary, 
the choice is simple. Vote for a 
business-as-usual career politi-
cian, or elect a true representa-
tive of the people.

Rita E. Johnson,
Ophelia

In response to my letter sev-
eral weeks ago, a writer last 
week asked which blacks I 
would vote for to be president 
if they could for the office. 
Here is my short list in order of 
preference: 

• Thomas Sowell, Senior 
Fellow, Hoover Institution, 
Stanford University econom-
ics professor. Read any of his 
books or articles and you will 
find this man is brilliant. 

• Clarence Thomas, Supreme 
Court Justice. He can’t run for 
president,  but he would be 
excellent.

• Lt. Col. Allen West. He’s 
a Republican running for U.S. 
Congress in Florida. Google 
him and see what a fine Ameri-
can he is. I pray he will one 
day run for president, but then 
watch our mainstream media 
go after him to destroy him any 
way they can.

• Alan Keyes, past conser-
vative Republican presidential 
candidate.

• Lloyd Marcus, Christian 
singer and songwriter, and 
TEA Party activist. Google him 
to learn why he addresses the 
black churches. 

Please notice that Colin 
Powell is not on my list. When 
he endorsed Obama, he lost my 
vote.   

Suzy Norman,
Lancaster

For president

As an American citizen, I 
wish I believed that the U.S. 
was a place where equality 
existed for all. I wish I believed 
that our government protected 
every citizen and their rights. 
I wish I believed that we were 
a perfect nation and nothing 
needed to be altered.   

However, I do not believe 
this. This is what I believe: 
I believe that when we were 
born into this world, we were 
awarded certain inalienable 
rights. The United States have 
not completed their part in pro-
tecting the civil rights of Amer-
icans. I believe that it is the 
government’s duty to set rules 
and limitations in order to pro-
tect the civil rights of American 

Equal education

citizens.
We, as citizens, were given 

freedoms with The Declaration 
of Independence. However, as 
the nation grew the list of free-
doms changed.

Not only did we have free-
doms from the Declaration of 
Independence, but as citizens 
we are comprised of respect, 
opportunity, and dignity.

Education is the future of 
America. Without education, 
change would be nonexistent. 
Every child in America will 
receive different opportuni-
ties regarding education. A 
portion of students will attend 
public schools and the other 
portion will attend independent 
schools. 

With education, change will 
evolve and create a more per-
fect nation. An equal education 
is a fundamental civil liberty 
every child should receive. An 
equal opportunity for educa-
tion is the moral and legal duty 
of the U.S. government.

Jamie Vaughan,
Christchurch 

Rob Wittman failed to sup-
port Catherine Crabill when 
she ran against Albert Pol-
lard for a seat as Delegate.

Nevertheless, in her first 
time out and as a relative 
unknown, she very nearly 
won the seat, actually car-
rying two counties. Now, a 
seasoned campaigner, she 
is challenging Wittman for 
the Republican nomination 
for the U.S. House of Rep-

The case for Crabill

resentatives and, whether he 
knows it or not, Wittman is 
in trouble. Catherine Crabill 
has what it takes to win in 
2010.

First, Wittman has acquired 
some political baggage; his 
reputation as one of the least 
effective members of Con-
gress. He is surely not his 
own man, voting almost 100 
percent of the time according 
to the dictates of Ohio’s John 
Boehner. What about voting 
in favor of solving Virginia’s 
problems?

Second, Catherine Crabill 
has the momentum gener-
ated by her leadership in the 
Tea Party movement. She is 
our very own Rand Paul who 
squashed the political estab-
lishment in Kentucky. Insur-
gents like Catherine Crabill 
defeated Robert Bennett in 
Utah and helped elect Scott 
Brown in Massachusetts. She 
will be Virginia’s Tea Party 
vanguard in 2010.

Third, Catherine Crabill 
has the right resume. She is 
not burdened by the elitist 
academic credentials of a Rob 
Wittman which contributed 
nothing to his effectiveness 
in Congress. She has lived 
according to her principles 
in raising her family and in 
Congress will bring everyday 
practicality and her consider-
able energy to bear to further 
American interests. She is an 
unabashed patriot who wants 
to help save our country.

David G. Davies,
Irvington

A few weeks ago, my hus-
band and I were invited to 
attend a service at Irvington 
Baptist Church on May 23. 
What a beautiful memorial ser-
vice, “One Nation Under God,” 
it was. It is almost unbelievable 
in such a small community as 
ours a group of young people 
could produce such a truly 
touching service.

Also, a very moving video 
tribute was paid to our veter-
ans—departed, retired, active, 
POWs and casualties of war. 
Much work and many hours 
of gathering photos and infor-
mation were involved in the 
project. Terri Tignor and all her 
assistants put hard work into 
presenting such a memorable 
service.

We are so proud to be part of 
this caring community.

Mary and Jerry Duke,
Reedville

Memorial service 
was rewarding

No letters to the editor 
involving the June 8 Repub-
lican Party Primary Election 
will be published in the June 3 
Rappahannock Record. 

The deadline for letters to 
the editor is noon on Tuesdays. 
Please keep letters within the 
300-word maximum length.

Campaign letter
deadline passes

For Display, Classified & Directory
Advertising, Call 435-1701
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Quinn Chrysler, DoDge, Jeep
★★★★★ Five star Dealer

804-843-2555   West point   800-468-6616
www.quinncars.com

Quinn Chrysler, DoDge, Jeep
The Right Choice

Rates as low as 0% with GMAC
*Plus tax, tags, $199 processing fee, approved GMAC financing required,
not all customers will qualify, see dealer for details, sale ends 5/31/2010

MSRP $23,090
Customer Cash $1,000
GMAC Cash $1,000
Red Dot Cash $1,000
Quinn Discount $1,424

SALE PRICE

$17,666

2010 Dodge Ram 1500

MSRP $21,195
Customer Cash $2,000
Quinn Discount $705

SALE PRICE

$18,490

2010 Dodge Avenger SXT

MSRP $29,900
Customer Cash $1,000
Minivan Event Cash $500
GMAC Cash $1000
Quinn Discount $1000

SALE PRICE

$26,400

2010 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT

MSRP $24,085
Customer Cash $1,500
Quinn Discount $913

SALE PRICE

$21,672

2010 Jeep Patriot

STR# 70710
ST, Chrome Group, Class IV Hitch, A/C, A/T

STR# 60210
2.0L, A/T, Sun & Sound

STR# 50410
2.4L, A/T, A/C, P/W, P/L, CC

STR# 90310
3.8L V-6, DVD, P/W, P/L

YOUR LETTERS

Here’s a chance to change 
things for the better in Wash-
ington.

Looking back to when our 
Congressman was in the Vir-
ginia legislature, I  commu-
nicated with him regarding a 
method for Virginia to recover 
some of the lost funds expended 
on illegal aliens just as was 
accomplished by the Georgia 
legislature and is in place today 
there. This was not interesting 
enough to him personally so 
he passed it off to a committee 
where it languished.

He did, however, find it par-
ticularly worthy to work with 
Gov. Tim Kaine to add sev-
eral new protected groups to 
the Code of Virginia. He was 
a patron on House Bill 2550. 
What were these groups?

They were added under the 
term “sexual orientation.” As 
defined in the code: “ ‘Sexual 
orientation’ means a person’s 
actual or perceived hetero-
sexuality, bisexuality, homo-
sexuality, or gender identity 
or expression.” It’s not what I 
would call family friendly nor 
is it friendly to what our faith 
teaches us. We can love these 
folks without passing approval 
on their destructive behavior 
and institutionalizing it.

During the town hall meeting 
in Warsaw, our current Con-
gressman didn’t even know if 
the Health Bill was constitu-
tional or not. At the closing 
of a recent speech, Rep. Witt-
man said we should work for 
a law which ensures that every 
new bill would have a clause 
explaining where in the Con-
stitution each new law would 
be authorized. His opponent, 
Catherine Crabill, followed up 
with the response that covered 
the whole issue: If the repre-
sentative remembers his oath 
to uphold the Constitution, no 
new law is needed.

Give serious thought to who 
it is that you want to be your 
Congressman—someone who 
talks big when it’s safe to do 
so and acts little when it counts 
or someone who speaks boldly 
and is not afraid of criticism 
when defending our freedoms. 
I maintain that the correct 
person on June 8 is Catherine 
Crabill.

Morris W. Dillingham,
Kilmarnock

Crabill is 
the right choice

Old newspapers are some-
thing I try to get into the recy-
cling bin as soon as a stack 
gets high enough. Useful for 
many things, old newspapers 
need to stay around awhile, in 
case. Wrap up fish, clean your 
windows, whatever. This week 
I needed to catch some paint 
drips, so I grabbed—a stray as it 
turned out—the Rappahannock 
Record of June 13, 1996.

Hmmm. Didn’t I work there 
then? Oh, yes, there I am on the 
masthead, along with such nota-
bles as John C. Wilson, editor 
extraordinaire, and Winter H. 
McCrobie (Shorty), the fount of 
all local knowledge. Others have 
gone to other pursuits, or other 
realms. Their names, along with 
those still at the Record, brought 
back lots of memories.

Pictures grabbed my atten-
tion. There was a friend, a smil-
ing Ellen Mann welcoming U.S. 
Senate candidate Mark Warner 
to the Democratic State Con-
vention. On page one the name 
of a new member of the school 
board, Wade Mann, appeared. I 
looked at the pretty brides. Then 
I read the Letters to the Editor. 
Maybe it is just my imagina-
tion, but back then those letters 
seemed more civil and tolerant.

The top headline was “County 
to fish for funds to make pro-
posed public pier 625 feet long” 
for Windmill Point. Another 
front pager was by Tanyua Dick-
enson, who reported on Kilmar-
nock taxes, much of which were 
needed to meet about $450,000 
each year in debt service.

Actually, it didn’t look that 
different from current issues 
of the paper. What may be dif-
ferent now is the paucity of 
revenue producing venues. The 
Northern Neck has always had 
its lack of jobs, but that lack 
is much more acute. There are 
a lot of people who are having 
to “fish for funds” in ways they 
never imagined to meet their 
own debts.

When the real estate bubble 
burst, could we have imagined 
that developments like Hill’s 
Quarter and Grace Hill would 
be so affected? My thought was 
that the disgrace of shady mach-
inations and high flown corrup-
tion in the corporate world and 

Recycling 
community news

elected officials would not reach 
across our rivers.

But when I look down a quiet, 
modest street in Kilmarnock and 
see three houses in a row, same 
side of the street, with “For 
Sale” signs out front, it looks 
serious. The signs of quiet, local 
pain are there. Is this what has 
“trickled down” fro the high 
rollers?

The old news of 1996 was 
somehow a relief. Well, after all, 
it was so much better then, was 
it not, before 9/11? I want more 
nostalgia to believe in. Is your 
archives room still open?

Miriam MacCarthy-Bell,
White Stone

A while back, I stirred up a 
hornet’s nest of responses with 
my letter about the Tea Party.

One writer challenged my data 
on membership and party affilia-
tion. He said 43 percent of their 
members are independents and 
Democrats. He failed to men-
tion that the Democratic share 
of that segment is actually only 
5 percent. Extrapolate that to the 
general population, that’s about 1 
percent—not very many Demo-
crats.

Another critical letter accused 
the Obama administration of pro-
moting socialism. If that’s true, 
then the accusation should also 
be applied to George W. Bush. 
Loans from the Troubled Asset 
Relief Program (TARP) initiated 
under his administration made 
the U.S. Treasury a 61 percent 
owner of GM stock.

Recently GM’s CEO announced 
that GM had paid back the entire 
amount of the U.S. government 
loans, with interest. At no time, 
did the government run General 
Motors, which a socialist system 
would require.

As for Chrysler, they negotiated 
a $4.5 billion bankruptcy loan 
from the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment to give them time to com-
plete a planned auction for most 
of their assets. They now appear 
to be an active car company. Nei-
ther of these corporate rescues 
meets the criteria for socialism.

Another Tea Party complaint 
is that there is too much govern-
ment interference in our lives; 

Stirring up 
the Tea Party

they want “smaller government.” 
That makes a nice sound bite, but 
where would they start cutting 
government? And more impor-
tant, how would that impact our 
lives?

We just saw a Tea Party sup-
ported candidate Rand Paul win 
a Kentucky Senate primary. He 
first said he opposed civil rights 
law requiring restaurants to serve 
black people, then retracted it. He 
apparently opposes the ADA—

American Disabilities Act. He 
thinks Obama has no right to 
criticize BP over the oil spill.

Anyway, if Paul is the Tea Par-
ty’s new poster boy for smaller 
government, a lot of clarifica-
tion needs to be made by him 
and others on how they intend to 
accomplish that. Talk is cheap, 
action and results are something 
else.

Frank Mann,
Lancaster

The River Counties Democratic Rally and Chili Challenge 
will be held from noon to 4 p.m. June 5 at the Ruritan Pavilion 
in Lively.

Guest speakers will be Del. Albert Pollard and First District 
Congressional Democatic candidate Krystal Ball.

Grilled hot dogs, hamburgers and desserts will be prepared on 
site. A selection of beverages also will be available for purchase. 
A DJ will provide the music and karaoke for those interested in 
singing and dancing.

Lancaster, Essex, Mathews, Northumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland Democrats are sponsoring this event. Tickets are 
$10 for adults and $5 for children.

To purchase tickets, visit “lancovadems.org” for phone num-
bers where tickets can be purchased. For Lancaster residents, 
please call Donna Anderson at 435-3148.

Tickets also will be available at the gate, but advance ticket 
reservation and purchase is preferred.

Democratic rally slated for June 5

U.S. Senate Report
by Sen. Mark Warner

Keeping the focus 
on creating jobs

In recent days we’ve seen 
another tough economic 
blow for our friends and 
families in Southside Vir-
ginia. 

Stanley Furniture, a fix-
ture in Henry County for 
nearly 90 years, announced 
it will shutter its factory 
near Martinsville and relo-
cate more than 560 jobs 
overseas by the end of this 
year.

That tough news came 
on the heels of promising 
job announcements by two 
smaller employers just a 
few weeks earlier. In too 
many of our rural regions, 
it seems we take one step 
forward and then two steps 
back.

Company officials and 
local leaders worked quickly 
to submit the paperwork and 
documentation to the U.S. 
Department of Labor to 
allow enhanced retraining 
and re-employment benefits 
for these workers. 

My interest in shoring-up 
Virginia’s traditional manu-
facturing communities dates 
back to my term as gover-
nor. We frequently worked 
with our local, regional, 
public and private sector 
partners to try to strengthen 
and diversify the economies 
of those regions of Virginia 
that were built on tobacco, 
textiles and furniture.

Yet, despite the inevitable 
disappointment of Stanley 
Furniture’s announcement, 
there are some hopeful 
signs of better days and new 
investments to come.

Earlier this year, I joined 
with Sen. Jim Webb and 
Rep. Tom Perriello to 
announce some $40 million 
in stimulus grants  to finish 
building-out the high-speed 
internet network across the 
southern tier of Virginia. 
Greater broadband connec-
tivity will help link schools, 
families and entrepreneurs 
to the global economy.

In April, I visited  Blue 
Ridge Aqua Culture  in 
Henry County, a remarkable 
success story that holds the 
promise of significant addi-
tional economic impact in 
years to come. And earlier 
this year, I met in Martins-
ville with local leaders and 
we brainstormed ideas for 
working together  to pro-
mote the region’s quality 
workforce and remarkable 
community initiative. 

I wanted to update you 
on two other proposals that 
should help boost small 

businesses and investment 
in Southside and all across 
the Commonwealth.

For several months, I’ve 
been working with the Trea-
sury Secretary on a targeted 
program to unclog frozen 
credit lines to small busi-
nesses  that have struggled 
in this tough national econ-
omy. Earlier this month, 
the White House submit-
ted legislation that includes 
many of our ideas, includ-
ing a modest federal invest-
ment in existing capital 
access networks to provide 
a “cushion” for participat-
ing banks to extend credit to 
small businesses. 

History shows that, when 
our country is emerging 
from a recession, it’s our 
small businesses that lead 
the way in job creation and 
renewed economic activity.

In addition, I continue to 
work with my colleagues 
in the House and Senate on 
our  America Recruits Act , 
which would establish a 
first-time federal job incen-
tive to encourage employ-
ers to bring back to the U.S. 
those manufacturing and IT 
jobs that have been relocated 
overseas in recent years. 

These federal loans, up to 
$10,000 per job, would be 
forgiven after two years and 
this modest new incentive 
would provide one more 
recruitment tool for local 
and state governments to 
offer in today’s global com-
petition for jobs.

The cost of the program 
would be recaptured quickly 
by state and local income 
taxes and the additional 
hiring each new job would 
support.

Neither of these initiatives 
by themselves will create 
a “silver bullet” solution. 
Taken together, however, I 
believe they will help our 
struggling rural economies 
diversify and better com-
pete. 

And we are continuing to 
see evidence that our econ-
omy really is on the mend: 
the overall U.S. economy 
has consistently added jobs 
in recent months, the hous-
ing markets appear to be 
stabilizing and the Dow has 
rebounded 40 percent from 
historic losses a year ago.

None of that is any conso-
lation if you still are looking 
for work, so we must con-
tinue to focus our efforts on 
creating jobs and shoring-
up the economy.  In coming 
weeks and months, I will 
keep you updated on the 
status of our efforts. 

Lyme disease au courant
Lyme disease presents a 

threat to Northern Neckers. 
Over 25,000 new cases are now 
reported annually in the U.S., 
up from 20,000 in 2002.

The majority of cases occur 
in children, mostly male. June, 
July and August are peak 
months, but transmission is 
noted every month of the year.

Lyme disease arises in some-
one infected by the bacterium 
Borreia burgdorferi after being 
bitten by either a deer tick or 
a black-legged tick that itself 
was infected by the bacterium. 
The ticks are tiny—about the 
size of a head of a pin. You may 
need a good magnifying glass 
to find them.

The disease causes a range 
of symptoms, including a form 
of severe arthritis referred to as 
Lyme arthritis. The first symp-
tom of Lyme disease usually 
is a rash that appears between 
three days and a month after 
the tick bite. The rash begins 
with a small red bump at the 
site of the bite and then spreads 
outward. Sometimes, the center 
of the rash fades, creating the 
so-called bulls-eye rash.

Because tick bites often 
occur in areas of the body that 
aren’t easy to see, the rash 

A Doctor Speaks
by George Moore, MD

may be overlooked. In addi-
tion, some people may have 
multiple red bumps instead of 
a rash. Other early symptoms 
may be mistaken for influ-
enza: fever, chills, headaches, 
muscle aches, neck stiffness 
and fatigue.

Lyme disease requires quick 
treatment with antibiotics. It is 
imperative that you recognize 
the possibility of Lyme disease 
without delay since early treat-
ment will prevent the onset of 
Lyme arthritis.

If the disease is left untreated, 
joint pain will develop in more 
than half of affected individu-
als and may persist for years. 
The infection may also spread 
to the nerves or heart.

Nerve involvement can 
lead to Bell’s palsy (a tempo-
rary paralysis on one side of 
the face), meningitis, muscle 
weakness, and cognitive prob-
lems (such as memory loss or 
inability to concentrate).

Prevention of Lyme disease 
involves taking precautions 
when you are hiking or work-
ing in high grass or woods. If 
you see deer in your yard, sus-
pect the presence of deer ticks. 
Be especially vigilant if you 
have children. An insect repel-
lent containing DEET should 
be helpful.

Ticks on the skin found 
within 48 hours of exposure 
usually will not have transmit-
ted the infection. And if you 
find a suspicious rash, do not 
ignore it!

Sorry to bring these terrible 
dangers up. Being alert, how-
ever, is a small price for living 
in a great part of Virginia.

Of course, “au courant” 
implies up-to-date informa-
tion.

Pick Up 
A Copy Today!


