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Slugging into spring
Joseph Betts gives batting tips to Eli Pittman during a clinic for Lancaster 
County Little League players last Saturday. Betts is a junior shortstop 
for the Lancaster High School varsity baseball team. LHS baseball and 
softball players held a three-hour clinic on hitting, fielding, throwing and 
base running for about 50 girls and boys playing Lancaster County Little 
League. The league will hold its opening day ceremonies at Dreamfields on 
Saturday, April 17. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Several area churches plan Easter 
Sunrise Services for Sunday, 

April 4. Listed here are those that 
provided information about their 
plans.

All of the services are open to the 
public and will be held at the hosting 
church unless otherwise noted. For 
more Holy Week observances, see 
pages B5-8.

Easter sunrise services will be held 
at:

= Angel Visit Baptist Church, 6 
a.m., followed by breakfast.

= The Bethel-Emmanuel United 
Methodist Charge and the Church 
of the Deliverance, 6:30 a.m. at the 
Weakley residence at the end of Mor-
attico Road. A continental breakfast 
will follow at Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church.

= Campbell Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church, 6:45 a.m. at the edge of 
Carter’s Creek on Weems Road past 
the church, followed by a continental 
breakfast at the church.

= Fairport Baptist Church, 6:15 
a.m. at the Turpin residence, 1056 
Brammer Drive in Northumberland 
Plantation, followed by breakfast at 
the church. If cloudy or rainy, the ser-
vice will be held at the church.

= Hartswell Baptist Church, 7 a.m., 
including the The First Agape Minis-
try of Ottoman under the leadership 
of the speaker, Rev. Ernest Webster. 
A breakfast will be served after the 
service.

= Irvington United Methodist 
Church, 6:30 a.m., followed by the 
flowering of the cross. Bring spring 
flowers, real or silk.

= Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church, 6:30 a.m. at Boy’s Camp.

= Lighthouse Baptist Church, 6:30 
a.m., followed by breakfast.

= Queen Esther Baptist Church, 7 
a.m., followed by breakfast. 

= St. John’s in Warsaw, 6 a.m., fol-
lowed by breakfast.

= St. Mary’s Whitechapel Episco-
pal, 6:45 a.m. at the labyrinth. Bring 
a folding chair.

= White Stone United Methodist 
Church, 6:30 a.m., followed by light 
refreshments.

= Wicomico and Mila United 
Methodist churches, 6:30 a.m. at 
Wicomico UMC, followed by break-
fast.

LANCASTER—Virginia Department of Transportation liaison Sean Trapani last 
week presented three area projects in the next six-year secondary road improvement 
plan for consideration by county supervisors. 

The board approved plans for a stop sign on Merry Point Road at Hoecake Road, 
replacement of the bridge on Devil's Bottom Road and paving Hadlea Drive in White 
Stone. 

As approved, VDOT will spend 
$245,662 over six years. Some $41,000 
will be used in the fiscal year starting 
July 1.

According to Trapani, there is another 
$1.3 million left over from the prior plan 
that he wants to put toward replacing the 
bridge. All federal funding this year went 
toward maintenance work. However, 
Trapani said with approval of the plan by 
the Transportation Board on July 1, application would be made for federal funding to 
replace the bridge. In the meantime, preliminary engineering designs will be devel-
oped for the application.

"With approvals, we are a year away" from making changes to the bridge, Trapani 
said.

Several citizens protested widening the narrow bridge at the bottom of Devil's 
Bottom Road to an estimated 30 feet to accommodate two lanes of traffic.

"I hate to see Devil's Bottom Road destroyed just to allow cars to speed," said Jo 
Chamberlain. "It's destroying the most scenic road in order to create a speedway."

Ernest Kallus called the road "a treasure" and asked supervisors to preserve it.
Charlie Costello of Merry Point asked why the board would spend $3 million on 

a bridge rather than educate bus drivers to stop before crossing as they do at railroad 
tracks.

"There are no accidents there," Costello 
said. He called it "a bridge to nowhere," 
referring to unnecessary and excessive 
speeding. "Safety is important, but there 
are other ways to fix the problem." 

"It gives the county character to have 
a road like that," said Jack Chamberlain. 
He asked supervisors not to destroy it by 
changing the bridge.

Reed Johnson suggested people take 
another route and that he was opposed to spending $3 million to widen the bridge.

Trapani noted the bridge must be rebuilt to today's standards, including widening 
it to two lanes.  

Supervisor Butch Jenkins asked if the bridge was safe.
Trapani said it was safe right now and is checked annually. 
“I represent District 2,” said supervisor Ernest Palin. “I represent the majority of 

people. I’m in favor of the plan. Make it safe, that’s what I want to see done.” 
Palin has expressed concerns in the past for the safety of children traveling that 

road in school buses. 
Costello then suggested closing the road at the bridge by making "cul-de-sacs" on 

both sides as an alternative to replacing the bridge. He said traffic could use alterna-
tive roads like Merry Point Road.

"Closing the road requires a public hearing," Trapani replied. "All citizens have the 
right to use that road."

LANCASTER—The Northern 
Neck Land Conservancy's (NNLC) 
proposal last week to enter into a 
cooperative agreement with the 
county to co-hold conservation ease-
ments received a favorable response 
from supervisors.

Conservation easements are a 
recognized way of preserving the 
economy and history of the Northern 
Neck, said NNLC field director Joe 
Thompson.  

"Conservation easements are a 
voluntary agreement...that removes 
development rights permanently," 
Thompson said. A legal agreement 
is executed between the property 
owner, the county and NNLC to  
protect the land's history and wild-
life habitat and preserve open space 
and farmland from development in 
perpetuity, he stated. 

NNLC would pick up all costs with 
the exception of legal defense of the 
agreement should someone take it to 
court. The county would have legal 
financial responsibility; however, the 
document "is so strong, there never 
has been a successful legal challenge 
in the state of Virginia," Thompson 
added. 

Benefits to property owners 
include tax credits from Virginia, tax 
deductions from the federal govern-
ment and added value because the 
agreement would transfer with any 
property sale, said Thompson. 

County administrator Bill Pennell 
assured supervisors there would be 
no tax reduction to the county as it 
would not affect county property tax 
assessments. 

According to county land use 

director Don Gill, preserving open 
space and farmland fits with the last 
update to the county's comprehen-
sive plan. While organizations such 
as the Virginia Outdoor Foundation 
and The Nature Conservancy accept 
large parcels for preservation, he 
said the NNLC hopes to cover par-
cels of less than 100 acres.

Board chair Jack Russell said he 
was in favor, but supervisor Butch 
Jenkins requested that citizens be 
allowed to speak to the issue.

Supervisors agreed to develop the 
agreement as an ordinance rather 
than a resolution, thereby requir-
ing public hearings. The ordinance 
should take two months to develop, 
said assistant county administrator 
Jack Larson.

Other action
In other business, a budget work-

shop for organizations to make fund-
ing requests for board consideration 
will be held at 4 p.m. April 13 in 
the Circuit courtroom at the county 
courthouse.

The board authorized Ann T. 
Carter and Merrell New to place 
a manufactured home off Route 3 
at Pinckardsville Road, and Albert 
C. Avery to place one at 527 White 
Chapel Road. There were no objec-
tions during the public hearings.

Supervisors accepted a $97,300 
bid from River View Contracting to 
elevate seven houses under a FEMA 
grant. Three other bids were received 
ranging from $133,989 to $120,000.

Pennell was authorized to appro-
priate $5,800 of the judicial center’s 
funding for design of a new sewage 
treatment strategy at the sheriff ’s 
office and jail.

Gardeners dig into seminar resources
"At home in your garden: plants that belong" was the theme of a recent seminar held by the Northern Neck Master 
Gardeners at the White Stone Church of the Nazarene. Hundreds of gardeners learned the art of successful plant 
care from Greg Paige, arboretum curator at Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory, and how to combine perennial 
plantings for success and color from C. Colson Burrell, a principal at Native Landscape Design and Restoration. 
Book sales were popular with attendees, including Kathryn Wainscott of Burgess, who registered at the booth of 
Poplar Ridge Nursery of Montross. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Devil’s Bottom Road
bridge is among three 
improvement projects 
coming for Lancaster

“I hate to see Devil’s Bottom 
Road destroyed just to allow 
cars to speed. It’s destroying 
the most scenic road in order 
to create a speedway.”

—Jo Chamberlain,
Ottoman

“I represent District 2, I rep-
resent the majority of people. 
I’m in favor of the plan. Make 
it safe, that’s what I want to 
see done.”

—Ernest Palin,
county supervisor

by Audrey Thomasson

County may be partner
in land conservancy plan

by Audrey Thomasson

A hunting we will go
Jolie Sparshott of Topping fills her basket at an Easter egg hunt 
Sunday hosted by the White Stone Church of the Nazarene. 
Hundreds of children will grab their baskets, pails and bags this 
wekend to gather eggs at similar hunts throughout the area. 
For an Easter egg hunt near you, see the Upcoming Calendar 
on page B2. 
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REVERSE MORTGAGE
EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR

DATE:  April 12, 2010 / 6:30 pm-8:00 pm
              April 13, 2010 / 10:00 am-11:30 am 
PLACE: Lancaster Community Library 
 235 School Street
 Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Are you 62 or older and a home owner?
Have a relative or friend who is 62 or older and owns a 
home?
Learn the facts, myths and misconceptions about Reverse 
Mortgages and if there is a benefit to you.
You will learn the uses for a Reverse Mortgage-you may be 
surprised.

Questions will be answered such as:
Can I stay in my home?•	
What can the money be used for?•	
May my heirs inherit the property?•	
Does it affect Social Security or Medicare?•	
Can I receive Income for LIfe?•	
Property requirements will be discussed•	

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR THIS FREE 
SEMINAR. PLEASE CALL 804-436-3648 and ask for 
DAVE or email dfarley@dovermortgage.com (include phone 
number) to reserve your free seat. SEATING IS LIMITED 
SO PLEASE RESERVE NOW.

Dave Farley
Senior Reverse Mortgage Specialist

LOTTSBURG—By a 5-0 
vote, the Northumberland school 
board adopted a $15,397,604 
budget Monday that keeps intact 
programs residents voiced con-
cern about at a recent public 
hearing.

Heading into the adoption ses-
sion, school superintendent Clint 
Stables had returned the Pre-K 
and ROTC programs to his pro-
posed $15,227,604 budget. 

The board added $170,000 to 
pay for two new school buses 
at $85,000 each. The addition 
would maintain a 15-year rota-
tion for replacing old buses.

Board member Susan Smith 
voiced concern about the aging 
bus fleet and the entire board 
approved her motion to amend 
Stables' original fiscal recom-
mendation. County supervisor 
James Long attended the meet-
ing and urged the board mem-
bers to include whatever they felt 
necessary to keep the division 
successful.

"Put everything in there you 
need to be a top system and let 
the supervisors decide," said 
Long.

"Are you going to convince 
three others?" asked board chair-
man Lee Scripture, referring to 
the other supervisors, who were 
not present. Long said he would 
try and advised all those present 
to lobby their supervisors. 

The additional financial request 
will raise the total needed for 
county funding to $10,659,320. 
Of that total, $715,000 is the 
amount increased over last year's 
county funding. Without the 
school buses, the increase would 
have been $545,000. 

Stables' original request called 
on supervisors to approve a $.02 
per $100 property tax increase to 
balance the budget. Each penny 
of the real estate tax rate brings in 
about $300,000 in local revenue, 
according to Stables, quoting 
commissioner of revenue Todd 
Thomas.

Several members of the audi-
ence, including David and Trudi 
Bailey and Edgar Doleman, had  
questions about line items in the 
budget proposal and other con-
cerns. Even though it was not a 
public hearing, Scripture allowed 
Stables and his staff to answer 
each concern. They varied 
from doubt about the $407,776 
expense for technology needs 
and questions about administra-
tive salaries to why the dropout 
rate (10 percent) was so high and 
whether the student to teacher 
ratio of 1385 to 125 was appro-
priate.

Stables acknowledged the drop-
out rate needs to be addressed, 
but said it was somewhat skewed 
because the rate does not reflect 
students who get their GED in 
lieu of a regular diploma. 

He explained that the student 
teacher ratio of roughly 12 to 1 
was also skewed by special needs 
and handicapped children, some 
of whom require one on one 
attention. Assistant superinten-
dent Dale Whittler said that in 
the regular core classes the ratio 
is closer to 25 to 1.

The Baileys also wondered 
how the budget approval pro-
cedure worked, how long it 
would take to finalize and 
whether the supervisors would 
keep the budget approved by 
the school board intact. Scrip-
ture advised them that once 
forwarded to the county, the 
budget was in the hands of the 
supervisors, who have fiscal 
appropriation power as autho-
rized by state code.

"If we get another $300,000 hit 
like we did last year, nothing is 
safe," said Scripture, referring to 
the fact that county funding was 
reduced last year.        

After the school staff addressed 
the audience concerns, board 
member and vice chairman 
Myrtle Phillips defended the 
division and the budget overall. 
Phillips volunteers her time in 
the elementary school mentor-
ing and assisting teachers. She 
pointed out that of 133 school 
divisions in the state, Northum-
berland is one of only 26 that 
are fully accredited and that the 
division meets all the state and 
federal educational benchmarks 
of the No Child Left Behind pro-
gram. 

"Over half our kids are Title I 
or poverty level," said Phillips. 
"We have no recreation depart-
ment in the county and so the 
kids don't get that anywhere but 
here. This school system does a 
tremendous job. I wouldn't be 
giving my service in this system 
if I didn't think it was a great 
system. We are one of the few 
counties that lets people come 
in and look to see what is going 
on. Come on in and you can see 
what we do."

The board also unanimously 
approved a $441,447 food ser-
vice budget compiled by Saunee 
Hamlett. The balanced budget 
is federally reimbursed with 
$287,720, sells $90,272 in chil-
dren's meals, another $61,989 
in adult meals and has $1,250 in 
other income, according to Ham-
lett's figures.

SALUDA—On March 23, 
incumbent First District Rep. 
Rob Wittman became the first 
candidate to file his petition for 
the Republican ballot for the 
June 8 primary.

Rep. Wittman, who first 
won election to the House in 
a special election in 2007, is 
finishing his first full term in 
Congress.

According to his campaign 
release, he vows to carry out an 
aggressive campaign and bring 
a positive message of change 
that is needed in Washington. 

"I'm encouraged by the 
overwhelming response that I 
received when collecting sig-
natures and sincerely appre-
ciate the time that volunteers 
put into the effort," said Rep. 
Wittman. "It reaffirms the First 
Congressional District's desire 
to send public servants to work 
in Washington on their behalf, 
rather than send those who 

work on behalf of the Wash-
ington establishment."

He filed more than double 
the required 1,000 signatures 
to get on the ballot. 

"This year Virginians and 
Americans alike will be faced 
with a choice: are we going 
to have a country where small 
businesses are able to thrive 
and citizens are free to make 
their own creative choices, 
or are we going to have one 
where the government inhib-
its creativity and decides what 
is best," said Rep. Wittman. 
"I'm on the side of those who 
believe in individual freedom 
and the ingenuity of the Amer-
ican people, and I aim to con-
tinue to bring that message to 
the folks in Washington."

Rep. Wittman will officially 
kick off his re-election cam-
paign  April 19 and 20 with 
events throughout the First 
Congressional District. 

Ferry Captain honored
Marvin McKerry Lee was recognized by the Lancaster board 
of supervisors last week for over 32 years of service to the 
Virginia Department of Transportation. From left are his 
wife, Jacqueline, and Lee. He was presented a resolution 
commending his service from October 1978 to April 2010. 
"Lee will be missed by the many citizens who looked forward 
to his friendly disposition and thoughtful service as Captain 
of the Merry Point Ferry," supervisors noted.  Photo by Audrey 
Thomasson

NEWPORT NEWS– Out-of-
work watermen pulled up more 
than 9,000 derelict “ghost pots” 
from the Chesapeake Bay and 
its tributaries this winter, and 
scoured shallow waters in the 

Northumberland 
school board adds 
two new buses
to the budget mix

by Starke Jett

‘Ghost pot’ program
generates benefits

second year of Virginia’s land-
mark Marine Debris Removal 
Program.

The program, funded by the 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC) and 
implemented by the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science 
(VIMS), paid the watermen to 
use side-imaging sonar units to 
detect and retrieve abandoned 
crab pots and other marine 
debris that litter the bottoms. 

The 66 watermen participants 
were paid $300 a day, and were 
compensated for fuel. Many 
were equipped for the first 
time to search shallow waters, 
which proved to be a success-
ful expansion of the program, 
according to VIMS project 
leader Dr. Kirk Havens.

VIMS scientists analyzed the 
second-year catch and discov-
ered more than 9.000 crab pots 
were recovered, along with 113 
eel pots, 31 abandoned nets 
and 535 pieces of other debris, 
including anchors, old waders 
and a plastic deck chair.

The recovered crab pots 
held more than 9,800 animals, 
including crabs, turtles, fish, 
eels and ducks. Scientists have 
determined that each functional 
lost crab pot can capture about 
50 crabs a year, said Havens.

The watermen covered about 
625 square miles, roughly 
400,000 acres.

“The watermen continue to 
amaze us with the amount of 
material they recover and their 
enthusiasm. It is a real plea-
sure to work with them.” said 
Havens.

Ongoing research at VIMS 
funded through NOAA’s 
Marine Debris Program sug-
gests 20 percent of all the crab 
pots set in a year are lost, pri-
marily due to storms or boat 
propellers that accidentally cut 
the pots free from their buoys. 

This was the first, and is the 
largest, ghost pot removal pro-
gram of its kind in the country. 
It is scheduled to continue next 
year.

“The bay is cleaner. The sci-
entists improved our knowl-
edge base," said VMRC Com-
missioner Steven G. Bowman. 
"These watermen had jobs for 
the winter, which is especially 
beneficial in these difficult eco-
nomic times. I’m very pleased 
with the success of this pro-
gram.”

The program costs roughly 
$1 million a year, provided by 
the VMRC using federal blue 
crab disaster funds appropri-
ated by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce in 2009. The pro-
gram extended from December 
through  March 15.

Since the Marine Debris 
Removal Program began in 
December 2008, more than 
18,000 derelict crab pots 
were recovered from Virginia 
waters. 

Rep. Wittman is first to file
for Republican nomination
for Congress in First District

Simpson issues challenge
David Simpson of Simpson Insurance Services of Prospect 
recently gave the Northern Neck Farm Museum a check for 
$1,000 to help with its building fund. From left are Simpson 
and museum founder Luther Welch. Simpson challenged 
other  businesses, organizations and individuals to match his 
donation to fund the new museum building which will serve as 
a place for  farming exhibits, meeting rooms, and other areas 
of interest for the agricultural community.

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will hold a special 
meeting tonight (April 1) at 
5:45 p.m. in the town office. 

The purpose is to appoint 
members to the White Stone 
Planning Commission. The 
council will replace members 
whose terms have expired. The 
town's planning commission 
has not met since mid-2008. 

The planning commission 
will then meet at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by the regular monthly 
meeting of the town council at 
7 p.m. 

Council will hold public 
hearings on the following pro-
posals:

• A change in the town's 
zoning ordinance to allow 
nurseries and garden centers 
as a permitted use in the C-1, 

commercial zone.  
• A change in the general 

provisions section of the 
zoning ordinance to add a 
definition for nurseries and 
garden centers.

• An application for a 
change in zoning from R-1, 
Residential, to C-1, Commeri-
cal, for an approximately five-
acre tract of land on Rappah-
annock Drive, less than a mile 
north of the intersection with 
Chesapeake Drive. The appli-
cation is being made by the 
heirs of B.H.B. Hubbard Jr. 
L.L.C.

In old business, council 
also will hear an update on a 
Department of Mines, Miner-
als and Energy grant used to 
update the town's comprehen-
sive plan.

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett last week 
brought charges against eight 
individuals.
Felonies

Ashley Q. Waddy, 20, of 
Fleets Bay Road was charged 
March 25 with felony failure to 
appear in court.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 30, was 
charged March 23 with non-
support.

A Roseneath Avenue man, 
19, was charged March 25 with 
stalking.

A Kilmarnock area woman, 
41, was charged March 25 with 
two counts of trespassing and 
one count of threat to harm, all 
in Westmoreland County.

A Kilmarnock area man, 24, 
was charged March 26 with 
nonpayment of fines/costs and 
violation of probation.

A Morattico Road man, 38, 
was charged March 26 with 
contempt of Westmoreland 
court.

A Reedville man, 47, was 
charged March 26 with con-
tempt of court.

A Chestnut Grove Lane 
woman, 30, was charged March 
27 with violation of probation.

Activity Report
March 22: Staff responded 

with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a domes-
tic disturbance (husband/wife) 
in the 1200 block of Irvington 
Road, to a suspicious persons 
complaint in the 400 block of 
East Church Street and to  a 
possible prowler complaint in 
the 3700 block of Merry Point 
Road. 

March 23:  Staff received a 
traffic complaint on Oak Hill 
Road and notified Northum-

berland authorities of two deer 
strike accidents approximately 
three miles north of Good Luck 
Road. Staff responded to a 
Department of Social Services 
report of child abuse, with Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to a 
single-vehicle accident in the 
2400 block of Regina Road, to 
a traffic complaint on Buzzards 
Neck Road (juveniles habitually 
playing in the roadway) and to a 
suspicious person complaint in 
the area of Pinckardsville and 
Mary Ball roads. 

March 24:  Staff responded 
to a suspicious person com-
plaint in the area of Irving-
ton and Old Salem roads, to a 
domestic disturbance/trespass 
on Wilson Lane (niece/aunt) 
and to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on James Wharf 
Road.  Staff received a civil 
walk-in complaint, a motorist’s 
complaint of a reckless driver 
in the Brookvale area, and 
checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed). 

March 25:  Staff referred a 
Boys Camp Road resident to 
Middlesex authorities to report 
the theft of property taken 
from storage in Topping and 
responded to a gasoline larceny 
complaint at a Lively area con-
venience store. 

March 26: Staff responded 
to a disturbance/trespass com-
plaint in the 2100 block of Mary 
Ball Road, to a man with a gun/
domestic trespass (parent/adult 
child) complaint on Hunton 
Lane, with KPD to a distur-
bance call in the 400 block of 
North Main Street and to a traf-
fic complaint in White Stone. 
Staff  recovered illegal narcot-

ics from an inmate reporting 
to jail and received a walk-in 
complaint of fraud.  

March 27: Staff responded 
with assistance from KPD to 
a disturbance call at Lancaster 
Landing, to an E911 discon-
nect call on Wildwood Drive 
(telephone line problem - no 
emergency services needed), 
to a complaint of an unli-
censed vehicle driving reck-
lessly in the area of Ocran 
and Scott roads, and with the 
White Stone Police Depart-
ment (WSPD) to a trespass/
disorderly conduct complaint 
at Lancaster Landing. Staff  
received a walk-in complaint 
of threatening telephone calls 
and staff was involved in a deer 
strike accident in the 11100 
block of Mary Ball Road. 

March 28:  Staff responded 
to the area of the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Bridge to assist VSP 
with a traffic stop and arrest.

 Staff also conducted 27 
traffic stops, issued eight sum-
monses, assisted seven motor-
ists, reported five deer strikes, 
handled four requests for traffic 
control, investigated six build-
ing alarms, processed a mental 
health order, transported five 
inmates and took three calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department and the Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry 
responded to a brush fire at 
Weems Road and Norris Drive.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a traffic accident in the 24000 
block of Regina Road and 
established a med-evac landing 
zone at the 1900 block of River 
Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last 
week brought charges against 
four individuals.
Felonies

Kevin Jay Ellis, 33, of Lotts-
burg was charged March 22 on 
Essex County warrants with 
forgery of a public record, utter-
ing a forged public record, four 
counts of grand larceny, forg-
ery, and a misdemeanor count 
of petit larceny.

Stuart Steger Atkins, 61, of 
Mechanicsville was charged 
with a felony count of driving 
while his license was revoked.

Tyrell O. Brown, 26, of Rich-
mond was charged on a grand 
jury indictment with distribu-
tion of cocaine and with a mis-
demeanor charge of failure to 
appear in the general district 
court.
Misdemeanors

A Mineral man, 33, was 
charged with assault and bat-
tery of a family or household 
member and violating a protec-
tive order.

Coming Events at the Heathsville Tavern
Rt 360, behind the Old Courthouse

 
3rd Annual Wine Fest

Enjoy wines from our local wineries: 
Athena, Belle Mount, Hague, Ingleside, 

Oak Crest, Vault Fields
Sat., April 17th, 11 am to 4 pm

Tickets: $10 in advance, $13 day of event
Call for tickets or information:  804-580-3377

 
5th Annual Kentucky Derby Infield Party

Good Food, Silent Auction, 
Bluegrass Music and More!

Enjoy the best Mint Julep around!
Wear your jeans & boots & have a great time....

Sat., May 1,  3-7 pm
Tickets: $35 a person, $65 couple 

and group rates available
Call for tickets and information:  804-580-3377

 
7th Season!!! Heathsville Farmers Market

Opens Sat., April 17,   9 am
Buy local produce, meat, honey, plants, brooms

jewelry, clothing, art work, wine glasses,
flip flops, furniture, baked goods, candles and more!
Community organizations available for information.

For information call: 804-580-3377
 
 

All proceeds go to support Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern Foundation, Historic Heathsville

 
 

RICES HOTEL HUGHLETTS TAVERN
PO Box 579

Heathsville, VA 22473
804-580-3377

rhhtfoundation.org

ADVENTURES 2010

May 14-15 “Joseph” A story of forgiveness & Integrity  
 Lancaster  PA, at the Sight & Sound Theatre
May 30-June 4 Carnival’s Glory from Norfolk 
 6 day cruise to Bahamas
June 5-16 Diamond Princess-Vancouver to Fairbanks,   
 Alaska (Special Prices & extras)
June 13-20 Holland America’s Oosterdam Alaska round  
 trip from Seattle-Prices start at $999
Aug. 2-15 Holland America’s Ryndam-Fairbanks to   
 Vancouver (Special group prices & incentives)
Aug. 7-19 Holland America’s Nieuw Amsterdam-  
 Mediterranean Tapestry-Barcelona to Venice (Escorted)
Sept. 11-20 Spectacular Oberammergau-Passion Play A  
 powerful story of the life & death of Jesus   
 Passion Play-Switzerland, Bavaria & Austria (Escorted)
Oct. 7-16  Royal Caribbean Enchantment of the Seas   
 Canada &  New England Round trip   
 from Baltimore--No airport hassle

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Greenpoint
Nursery

Lots of Bloomers 
for Easter!

Route 3 • Lively • 462-0220

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

 The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office holds warrants for the fol-
lowing individuals:

  Wanted for failure to pay child support: Charles Arthur Lackert, 
40, a white male with brown hair and eyes, 6 feet tall and weighing 
170 pounds. His last known address was 3660 Ghent Drive in Ches-
terfield, and before that it was 163 Sandlin Drive in White Stone.

  Wanted for failure to appear for a traffic offense: Jaunique L. 
Odell Dade, also known as Juanique Lashawan Dade, 27, a black 
female with brown hair and eyes, 5 feet 11 inches tall and weighing 
151 pounds. Her last known address was 157 Prentice Creek Drive 
in Kilmarnock.

  Wanted for probation violation: Wilbert Edward  Corsey, 36, a 
black male with black hair and brown eyes, 6 feet tall and weighing 
218 pounds. His last known address was  36 Lakeshore Drive in 
Hampton.

  Report information on any of these wanted suspects to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers  at 462-7463.

 If your information is useful to law enforcement, you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000. The Crime Solver line is not recorded, 
you will not have to give your name or appear in court.

  Crime Solvers asks callers 1208,1212 and 1173 to contact them 
to receive rewards. 

SALUDA—On March 29, 
Middlesex County Sheriff Guy 
Abbott discredited rumors that 
have widely circulated in the 
county, and surrounding area, 
since the Virginia State Police 
executed a search warrant at 
the sheriff’s office in Saluda on 
March 15.

Sheriff Abbott said no charges 
have been filed against him or 
any of his deputies.

“No one has been arrested,” 
said Sheriff Abbott. “All these 
rumors that are going around are 
untrue. I’m still working, and all 
my deputies are working.”

A rumor that Sheriff Abbott 
and six deputies had been 
arrested led crews from televi-
sion stations (Channels 10 and 
12) in Newport News and Rich-
mond to the sheriff’s office on 
Monday. 

Sheriff Abbott said he has not 
seen the March 15 search war-
rant on his office because the 
warrant was sealed by a judge.

Middlesex Circuit Court Clerk 
Peggy Walton said Monday the 
search warrant file was ordered 
sealed by Judge Thomas Nance 
after the warrant was executed 
on March 15.

The Southside Sentinel, the 
newspaper of record for Mid-
dlesex County, is investigating 
whether to enter a Freedom of 
Information request to have the 
search warrant file opened.

Sgt. Michelle A. Cotten, public 
information officer for the State 
Police, confirmed last week that 
the State Police had executed a 
search warrant at the sheriff’s 
office.

On Monday, Sheriff Abbott 
said the State Police declined 
his offer to also search his home, 
where he has a small office.

Sgt. Cotten referred all other 
questions to the Virginia Attor-
ney General’s Office.  

When asked about the warrant, 
Brian Gottstein, the Attorney 
General’s director of communi-
cations and official spokesman, 
said he could “neither confirm 
nor deny the existence of any 
pending cases or investigation.”

WICOMICO CHURCH—
Sgt. Wesley R. Diggs of the 
Haynesville Correctional Center 
recently gave a gang awareness 
presentation to some 50 people 
at Wicomico United Methodist 
Church in Wicomico Church.

A Cryptanalyst certified by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI), Sgt. Diggs showed exam-
ples of coded communications 
and explained why gang mem-
bers communicate in code and 
how to decipher the writings.

The biggest problem in ref-
erence to gangs is the “denial” 
factor, he said.

“It’s easy to ignore gang activ-
ity and presence in our area. The 
hard work comes when you’ve 
accepted that you have gangs 
and begin the process in manag-
ing them” said Sgt. Diggs.

He showed examples of gang 
tags and graffiti from locally- 
and nationally-known gangs in 
the Northern Neck of Virginia. 
He also explained the meaning 
of the tags and why gangs tag 
certain areas.

A special thank you was 
extended to the Rev. Donna 
Blythe for organizing and allow-
ing the presentation.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 33 member 
David Pope recently used his auxiliary 

training to perform a rescue at sea and save a 
fellow sailor’s life.

On March 5, after leaving Cave Cay Marina in 
Exuma, Bahamas, about 15 miles from George 
Town, Great Exuma, Pope overhead a panicky 
distress call from the sailing vessel Lady Hawk 
requesting assistance because the captain fell 
overboard.  

The caller, the captain’s wife, now alone on 
the sailboat in six-foot waves, was pulling away 
from her husband because she could not get the 
sails down. To make matters worse, the captain 
did not have on a life jacket.

Pope and his wife, Charmine, responded and 
located the man overboard. 

“Charmaine continued to point to him and 
maintain eye contact until we got close,” said 
Pope.

They were then able to rescue him with some 
difficult maneuvering due to the poor wind and 
sea conditions. 

“Due to the conditions and being exhausted 
from being in the rough seas for over 30 min-
utes, it took several attempts to get the sailor on 
board,” Pope said.

"The next thing we had to do was get Lady 
Hawk under control. Instructions were given on 

how to get the sail down and engage the auto-
pilot. After resting, the captain donned a life 
jacket and with a line around him he was able to 
transfer to the trailing dingy and be pulled onto 
his sailboat. After following the Lady Hawk 
into George Town harbor, the Popes enjoyed a 
dinner with the captain and his wife.

“It was very lucky that we were close by and 
David is an experienced sailor,” said Charmine 
Pope. “Also his search and rescue training with 
Flotilla 33 was a huge benefit. Otherwise, the 
results could have been much different.” 

In reviewing the day during dinner, a number 
of actions were discussed.  

“There are some important points of informa-
tion learned from this rescue,” said Pope. “The 
captain’s wife had taken some basic sailing 
lessons and knew to immediately hit the ‘man 
overboard’ button on the GPS, use the marine 
radio to call for help, and to not take her eyes 
off of him. 

“I recommended that all people on any boat 
be able to handle the helm in case someone falls 
overboard, especially a couple sailing alone," 
he continued. "Talking about the event later, we 
learned that the captain fell overboard trying to 
adjust his dingy that was getting beaten about 
due to sea conditions. The fact that he was not 
wearing a life jacket was just dangerous."

David and Charmine Pope, sailing aboard Dream Catcher (above), recently rescued a man 
overboard near the Bahamas.

Popes battle six-foot seas to rescue man

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER COUNTY
CRIME SOLVERS

Middlesex
sheriff says
rumors are
not true

by Tom Chilime

Cryptanalyst
addresses
gang awareness
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Hat Optional, Garden Gloves Suggested
Join us for The Earth Store’s Fifth Annual Garden Party: Saturday, April 3rd, 7:30 am - 5 pm

Landscape and hardscape representatives will be 
on hand as well as our own in-house experts.

Willaby’s BBQ, Hot Dogs & Cookies, 11 am – 1 pm

The WRAR Fun Bunch, 8 am – 11 am

The WKWI Bay Crew, 11 am – 2 pm

Free “Go Green” Goodie Bag to First 250 Shoppers.
Limit one with purchase.

April 11 through May 30  -  Open Sundays 10 am - 2 pm 

  30% OFF*
Shrubs 

7:30 am – 10 am
*Other discounts do not apply.

  40% OFF*
Pottery 

2 pm – 4 pm
*Other discounts do not apply.

161 Technology Park Drive, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 (Off Harris Road)   804-435-7777   800-448-4505

20% OFF
All Merchandise, All Day

In-stock items only.

Grand Prize Giveaway
Deck Pond Kit

 2nd Place Prize 
Fire Pit Kit

3rd Place Prize  
3-Piece Bistro Set 

4th Place Prize
$100 Gift Card

10-GP-080_Garden-Party-RR.3-24.indd   1 3/30/10   11:25:04 AM
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

On a rainy day last week, I traveled up to 
Manassas for the funeral of my cousin, 

Jack Deeds. He was 97, quite frail physically, 
but ever sharp mentally. His mother had died 
in 1918, when he was six, and like most of the 
members of our family, the Northern Neck was 
a large part of his early life. 

As a youngster growing up in Washington, he 
lived for the steamboat trips to Colonial Beach 
to stay with our grandparents. He was a good 
athlete and a great swimmer in those good old 
days when the Potomac was a clean river. After 
finishing school, he spent his career of 40-odd 
years with the old Evening Star newspaper in 
Washington.

His time there came to an interlude with the 
onset of the Second World War where he served 
in the infantry, earning a Bronze Star for his 
efforts in the Battle of the Bulge. During the 
war he married Margaret Nolan, a wonderful 
young lady whose elder brother was the head 
basketball coach, and later baseball coach, at 
Georgetown University. Margaret and Jack had 
30 years, 10 months and one week together 
when she died unexpectedly.

Two and a half years later, he married Eliza-
beth Kilby, the widow of his best friend, and 
they had 30 years, 10 months, and three weeks 

together when she died at the age of 97. At her 
funeral I told Jack, then 95, that I realized that 
both of his marriages had lasted virtually the 
same length of time. He replied with his won-
derful talent for putting words together, “Well, I 
guess that means that any woman I marry now 
only has 30 years to live.”

When he and Elizabeth 
were planning to marry, 
he brought her down to 
meet my father, who was 
his uncle, and me. She 
was a vivacious lady who 
delighted in good company 
and was a brilliant conversa-
tionalist. On the morning of 
their departure I took them 
up to the corner store, then 
operated by Sam Conley, in 
whose grandfather’s house 
we live. I introduced them 
as my cousin and his fian-
cée; they bought some gas 
and off they went. About a 
week later Sam, who had his own marvelous 
sardonic wit, and was their contemporary,  com-
mented that he had enjoyed meeting them, and 
that “the fiancée was quite an impressive lady.”  

My wife and I, along with the two B.E.s, were 
not Jack’s only connections here in the lower 
Northern Neck. His stepdaughter, Janet, is the 
wife of Susan Christopher’s brother, Waldo; 
thus his extended family heavily populates the 
regions around Wicomico Church.

He and Elizabeth 
spent 25 retirement 
years living in Rehoboth 
Beach, Del., and five 
years ago they moved 
to a retirement home in 
Manassas. Both of them 
were remarkably adapt-
able. They fitted into the 
new scene, and although 
they missed their own 
home, they each made 
new friends quickly, and 
went on with life.

At 81, Jack had been 
the best man when my 
good wife and I com-
mitted matrimony. 

Although of an age when most men have passed 
beyond serving in such roles, he delighted in 
every minute of it.  His jokes and other comedic 
remarks were highlights of the reception. At any 

gathering at which he was present, his personal-
ity shone forth, and he exercised his extraordi-
nary talent for making people happy.

Philip Charland, the undertaker in charge of 
his funeral, was a fine young man, who told 
me that he was 40 years old. He did his work 
with all due diligence and I remarked to him 
that Jack’s funeral was probably the first and 
last time he should ever bury a soldier who 
had received the Bronze Star for the Battle of 
the Bulge. He immediately realized my point 
and we both commented on the passing of that 
“greatest generation.” Jack was my last relative 
who was a World War II veteran, and the person 
who comes to mind whenever I hear the word 
“veteran.”

May our present and future generations appre-
ciate and serve our country as well as did his.

John Francis Deeds Jr., June 25, 1912 – March 
22, 2010.  R.I.P.

***
Last week in the typing of the column I inad-

vertently wrote Spotsylvania when I was think-
ing of Stafford for the partial listing of places 
that once were part of Northumberland County. 
Quite simply I was thinking more rapidly than I 
was typing.  As an excuse I only can say, “Mea 
culpa!” 

   As a youngster growing 
up in Washington, he lived 
for the steamboat trips to 
Colonial Beach to stay with 
our grandparents. He was 
a good athlete and a great 
swimmer in those good old 
days when the Potomac was 
a clean river.

Focal Point

Signs of (wet) springtime
A friend placed a waterfront property for sale sign as a joke in the spring-flooded field of 
David Hudnall’s farm near Shiloh School Road on Jessie Ball Road. 

Photo by Starke Jett

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Obit for bills
 One of the bills which received a lot of 

attention this General Assembly session was 
HB53. This bill would make it unlawful for an 
insurer to require an individual to have iden-
tification or a tracking device incorporated 
into the body, skin, teeth, hair or nails of such 
insured person.  Despite the attention (or maybe 
because of it), the bill died in committee.

While there were 2,135 bills introduced in 
the 2010 General Assembly, 1,268 died mostly 
quick and unnoticed deaths. Below, I have a 
smattering of bills which died unceremoni-
ously.  

HB578 sought to clarify that a person could 
use a box trap to trap a rabbit and transport it for 
restocking purposes. The Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries testified this is already law 
in Virginia.

HB802 would have established a one-time 
$100 registration fee for antique motorboats; 
an antique motorboat being defined as a motor-
boat over 30 years old and the numbers for an 
antique boat no longer have to be painted on its 
side. This bill was introduced by someone who 
represents the Smith Mountain Lake region and 
my guess is that somebody owns a Chris Craft 

boat and didn’t want to adulterate it with reg-
istration numbers. In my family, a 30-year-old 
boat is one of the newer in the fleet.

HB914 would have provided that localities 
may require the use of mediation arbitration 
between two neighbors in the case of barking 
dogs. This bill actually passed the House before 
dying in the Senate; there is a sort of “legis-
lating common sense” component to the bill as 
“neighborly” neighbors wouldn’t need media-
tion anyway.

HB762 designated “O Virginia” as the 
“interim official state song.” It’s pretty hard 
to take the time to vet a new state song when 
there is a $4 billion revenue shortfall. This bill 
is probably best saved for another year.

HB598 sought to exempt from state rules any 
person engaged in the resale of a grave site pro-
vided the resale included the complete transfer 
of pre-need burial contract rights associated 
with the grave. My guess is that a constituent, 
as opposed to a company, was trying to sell 
his grave site and the cemetery board said he 
needed a license to do so.

Had the bill passed, he probably could have 
sold the site to some of the legislators for their 
“dead” bills.

YOUR LETTERS

Virginia’s 99th District Tea 
Party and other Tea Parties 
across the country emphasize 
civility, orderliness and neat-
ness at rallies, all standards inte-
gral to their reason for being, 
and absolutely do not condone 
harassment, violence or bigotry 
in any form.

Tea Party rallies have been 
extraordinarily civil and peace-
ful, as well as almost litter-free, 
in contrast to many protests by 
others where the sometimes 
rude and threatening behavior 
elicits little media notice. Last 
July’s SEIU protest in Sacra-
mento where they stormed the 
Capitol, pounding on the win-
dows of the entrance as they 
chanted “no more cuts,” comes 
to mind, as does the unforgetta-
ble harassment by anti-Vietnam 
war protesters of my fellow sol-
diers, who were bloodied, spat 
on, and cursed as “baby killers” 
upon returning home from the 
duty for which their country had 
drafted them.

Popular movements, whether 
liberal or conservative, are 
bound to draw a few people with 
mental baggage or less than 
exemplary self control. Con-
demning the whole based on 
reports of isolated incidents, as 
occurred in the media last week, 
is rather like calling the public 
school system lawless and vio-
lent because someone heard 
there was a fight at recess.

Tea Party rallies are almost 
entirely civil because of what 
they stand for – restoring a free 
society of ordered civil liberty 
under a limited Constitutional 
government characterized by 
free markets, equal opportunity 
and fiscal prudence. We believe 
this because we believe it is the 
most moral and rational path 
to a strong and entrepreneurial 
nation that offers prosperity and 
opportunity for all.

As for the rally in Washing-
ton, D.C., on March 20, I was 
there with other area residents 
and know that it was over-
whelmingly civil and orderly, 
and we saw people of all races 
participating in harmony.

Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

Tea Party is
full of peace
and harmony

This letter constitutes my 
full endorsement of Bluff 
Point LLC as submitted to 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors for a planned unit 
development as allowed as a 
Special Exception (Northum-
berland County Code 148-
95(29)) for an 898-acre tract 
it owns in fee simple on Bluff 
Point Neck in the Wicomico 
District of Northumberland 
County.

I own property proximate 
to this envisioned develop-
ment, love the area, and hope 
to retire there one day. 

I have studied the Bluff 
Point proposal and also know 
the developer, Thomas A. 
Dingledine.  He is of impec-
cable character and because 
I have known him through 
business dealings since 1996, 
I can attest that his deed 
always follows his word, even 
if it might not be best for him 
in the short-run.

Tom takes the long 
view. Through Tom’s gentle 
and calm disposition, he com-
municates exceptionally well 
with people. Tom is an astute 
listner. In the projects I have 
been involved with, Tom has 
always chosen the most beau-
tiful and durable real estate 
solutions rather than the less 
expensive alternatives.  

Regarding Bluff Point, I 
believe the quality of this 
development will capitalize 
on the beauty of the Nor-
thumberland environment 
without overbuilding or dam-
aging it and will bring to the 
county people who will bene-
fit the county both financially 
as well as culturally.  As an 
urban and regional planning 
major in college, I believe 
this development meets the 
high standards necessary to 
successfully meet the “best 
management practices”  nec-
essary to move forward in an 
environmentally sound and 
prudent fashion, while both 
meeting today’s competitive 
marketplace requirments and 
satisfying the future land plan 
for Northumberland County. 

Henry F. Liscio Jr.,
Henrico

Bluff Point
endorsement

(Reprints from the March 25, 1910, issue of the 
Virginia Citizen)

Ottoman
Miss Grace Cottingham has returned home after 

a most pleasant visit to relatives in Baltimore and 
Govanstown, Md.

E. G. Mills, of Salisbury, Md., is visiting E.P. 
McGinness. Mr. Mills sold to Farley Bros. the 
remaining portion of Oak Hill farm and is trying 
to dispose of his saw mill, in order to close out 
his timber business and will return to Salisbury 
to live.

B. B. Warwick and family moved to Litwalton 
last week.

A most pleasant entertainment was given Friday 
night before last in the Hall here by the pupils of 
the High School. Quite a good sum was realised.

We are informed that Senator John W. Daniel, 
who recently suffered an attack of paralysis, at 
Daytona, Fla., has been on an automobile trip 
with Dr. and Mrs. Wm. C. Chowning and Miss 
Alice Blakemore. A half hour after their return 
Dr. Chowning was called to the Senator’s side and 
found him suffering with paralysis of the right 

side.
Trucking is going on extensively here. Most of 

the early potatoes, peas and small seed have been 
planted. Peas are up, but not doing so well, owing 
to the few raw days.

Lancaster Courthouse
Misses Suzie Chilton and Lila Combs spent 

Saturday at Wicomico, the guests of Miss Lottie 
Snow.

Mr. Luttrell and family, of Rehoboth Church, 
and Jim Stakes, of Kilmarnock, were at the home 
of J.H. Davenport Sunday.

Misses Eunice Sanders and Grace Hinton 
attended the party at the home of W.S. Diller, at 
Rehoboth Church, last Thursday week, remaining 
the weekend with the latter’s sister, Mrs. Everett 
Crowder.

Mrs. C. T. Pierce and two children are spend-
ing a few days with the former’s parents, Rev. and 
Mrs. L. R. Combs.

Table Tells Of The Flood
The discovery of a fragment of a cuneiform 

tablet, believed to be of the period of 2100 B.C., 

bearing an account of the deluge described in the 
Bible and agreeing with the narrative in Genesis, 
is reported by Prof. H. V. Hilprecht, of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.

This fragment, which has just been deciphered, 
was one of those excavated from the lowest strata 
of the ruins of the Temple Library of Nippur. It is 
of unbaked clay and measures two and three-fourth 
inches square. As translated by the professor, the 
narrative contained on the tablet is as follows:

“I declare unto thee that confines of heaven I 
will loosen a deluge I will make and it shall sweep 
away all men together; but thou (the Babylonian 
Noah) seek life before the deluge cometh forth; 
for to all living beings, as many as there are, I will 
bring over-throw, destruction, annihilation---build 
a great ship---total height shall be its structure. It 
shall be a house boat carrying what has been saved 
of life---with a strong deck over it. The ship which 
thou shall make, into it bring the beasts of the 
field, the birds of heaven and the creeping things, 
two of everything instead of a number---and the 
family.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Today is April 1 and I’m 
feeling all:

• Alone.
• Abandoned.
• Forgotten. 
• Unimportant
• Deserted.
• Detached.
• Unliked
• Forsaken.
• Lonely.
• Friendless.
• Solitary.
• Single.
• Isolated.
• Unnecessary.
• Left out.
• Lonesome.
• Unconnected.
• Apart.
• Neglected.
• Unwanted.
• Orphaned.
• Avoided.
• Unloved.
• Out of the loop.
• And definitely not part of 

the team.
I read all the press releases.
I heard the radio news.
I am fully aware of what’s 

going on.
There’s a U.S. Census under  

way nationwide. They want to 
know who, what, when, where, 
why and how everybody is.

I’m somebody.
Yet, they don’t want to know 

about me. In the eyes of my 
country I’m a nobody.

I do not exist.
They told us we’d all get 

something in the mail to tell us 
we’d soon get a census survey 
to fill out.

Then they sent the survey, so 
they said.

They followed that with a 
reminder that we got a survey 
to complete and return by 
April 1. How foolish.

Seems like an awful lot of 
paper, postage and handling 
expense just to count people. 
And they will still send field 
workers out canvassing neigh-
borhoods to make sure they 
don’t leave anyone out.

Hey. What about me?
I didn’t get the first notice, 

or if I did it went unread with 
he rest of the junk mail.

I certainly did not get the 
survey. And there has been no 
follow up.

I want to participate.
I want to do my part.
I want to  pull my weight.
I want to be a good citizen.
I want to be counted.
So I went to the post office 

to tell them I didn’t receive the 
survey.

They tell me I won’t get a 
survey because I have a post 
office box.

Excuse me. It looks like 
those who have post office 
boxes would have been the 
easiest to reach; the least 
expensive to count.

They said I might be able to 
get a survey form at a public 
library, or someone would 
come knocking on my door 
because I live in town.

The chances of them catch-
ing me at home are very slim.

This is the same government 
that will take care of our every 
health care need.

April Fools.
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www.hometownlighting.com

DESIGNER SHOWROOM
804.435.0003

35 S. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA
Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm

Sat. Summer Hours 9 am-Noon Apr. 3-Aug. 21

ENLIGHTENING

CEILING FANS
CHANDELIERS
BATH & VANITY
HALL & FOYER
OUTDOOR LANTERNS
VANITY MIRRORS

STYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLESTYLE

10 th Anniversary
ENDS APRIL 3

0

2010 Prom 
Check List!

p Date

p Dress/Tux

p Shoes

p Flowers

p Hair

p Restaurant
reservation

p Transportation

p Makeup / Nails

p Jewelry

See next week’s 
Rappahannock Record Prom Page 

for all your BIG NIGHT needs!
To advertise in this special feature, contact the advertising department 

at 435-1701 or email: mail@RRecord.com by Monday, April 5.

Nearly three years after the 
massacre at Virginia Tech, the 
Virginia House of Delegates 
has neither the will nor the 
backbone to pass truly effective 
legislation to make the state’s 
college campuses safer.

What a shame, in a state that 
has suffered two of the most 
serious school shootings—the 
Appalachian School of Law 
(three dead and two wounded) 
and Virginia Tech (32 dead and 
17 wounded)—the House shies 
away from its duties to the citi-
zenry.

The House does just enough 
to say it has done something, 
but not enough to make a dif-
ference. Most recently, the 
House significantly weakened 
Sen. Edwards’ bill to amend 
and re-enact the Code of Vir-
ginia relating to crisis and 
emergency management for 
public institutions of higher 
learning. Specifically, mem-
bers took exception to univer-
sity presidents and other school 
officials having to certify they 
comprehend and understand 
the school’s emergency plan—a 
plan that they play a role in cre-

House of Delegates 
has no backbone

YOUR LETTERS
ating. Here is the sentence as it 
cleared and passed the senate 
unanimously:

“In addition, the members of 
the threat assessment team, as 
defined (by law), and the presi-
dent and vice-president of each 
institution of higher education, 
or in the case of the Virginia 
Military Institute, the superin-
tendent, shall annually certify 
in writing to the Department of 
Emergency Management com-
prehension and understanding 
of the institution’s crisis and 
emergency management plan.”

Here is the sentence the 
House insisted on and appears 
in the final bill: 

“In addition, the president 
and vice-president of each 
public institution of higher 
education, or in the case of the 
Virginia Military Institute, the 
superintendent, shall annually 
(i) review the institution’s crisis 
and emergency management 
plan; (ii) certify in writing that 
the president and vice-pres-
ident, or the superintendent, 
have reviewed the plan; and 
(iii) make recommendations to 
the institution for appropriate 
changes to the plan.”

Stop to think what they 
have done. They have said 

that presidents of our colleges 
and universities do not have to 
comprehend and understand a 
document that is critical to the 
security of our children.

While the Senate passed 
the original bill unanimously, 
the House balked over a criti-
cal detail. The two most ardent 
opponents of the legislation—
they wouldn’t vote for it in any 
form–were Delegates Nutter 
(an employee of Virginia Tech) 
and Poindexter, a far right-wing 
politican who tried to derail the 
reappointment of Judge Wil-
liam Alexander, the judge who 
ruled the lawsuit against Vir-
ginia Tech President Steger and 
other school officials could go 
forward.

If you read the official 
reports of both the shootings at 
Columbine and Virginia Tech, 
there is repeated emphasis on 
schools’ security plans and the 
role of those plans in prevent-
ing campus shootings. Now, 
according to the House, the 
presidents of the states’ col-
leges and universities do not 
have to understand those plans.

The House should be 
ashamed of itself.

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Due to the unprecedented loss of funding 
for schools and services in Northumberland, 
county officials are looking for every possible 
means to reduce costs.

One opportunity is for residents to increase 
recycling and reduce the amount of trash going 
to landfills. The approved budget for 2009-2010 
includes $982,234 for solid waste management.

“Sending waste to the landfill costs the 
county almost twice what it costs to forward 
material for recycling,” according to county 
administrator Kenny Eades. “This difference is 
understandable 
when you realize 
handling trash 
includes trans-
portation, treat-
ment, storage in 
a prepared landfill, and covering the material 
with dirt. Once the landfill is full, more land 
must be purchased and prepared for more trash.

“But with recycling, the materials are col-
lected, combined with materials from other 
counties, sold to recyclers and shipped to the 
purchaser. The money made on the sale of 
recyclables allows the contractor to reduce han-
dling costs and therefore reduce charges to the 
county,” said Eades.

To increase the types of materials recycled, 
Eades is working with contractor Leon Saffelle 
of Rite-Way Recycling. He also is working 
with members of the Recycling Network of the 
Northern Neck to reach out to residents and 
increase public knowledge.

As a result of discussions with Saffelle, 
Eades announced plain cardboard such as that 
found in cereal and frozen food boxes can 
now be collected and recycled with corrugated 
cardboard. All colors of glass bottles and jars 
are now accepted, and all clean paper can be 
collected and recycled with newspapers. The 
addition of all types of paper, including maga-
zines, phone books, office paper and junk mail 

is expected to result in a dramatic decrease in 
trash and increase in recyclable materials.

However, as Saffelle expands the types of 
materials he handles for recycling, he also 
warns that to maintain the cost differential, care 
must be taken to assure the materials he sells 
retain the high quality demanded by recyclers. 

“For example, while milk cartons may be 
made of paper, the very heavy infusion of wax 
in their construction precludes them from being 
recycled. Plastic bottles that can be recycled 
most often have tops that can not, nor can the 
rings that remain around the neck of the bottle,” 
said Saffelle. “These must be removed and sent 
to the landfill.”  

“There are a few rules to be followed, but 
they are not complicated nor difficult and fol-
lowing them easily becomes a habit,” said 
Eades. “The Recycling Network has been 
working with Saffelle to gather the information 
necessary to publish a brochure, prepare a page 
for the county Website and train a number of 
speakers who will be made available to orga-
nizations. In addition, the Network will staff 
a booth at the Farmers’ Market this year to 
demonstrate what can be recycled and answer 
people’s questions.

“We are optimistic that with our efforts and a 
positive response from the community, we can 
save a significant amount of money this year,” 
said Eades. “Increasing recycling in the county 
is a win for everyone. If residents increase their 
recycling, the county can redirect the savings to 
protect needed programs; a local business will 
grow, affording new investment in the com-
munity; and everyone will benefit as we further 
protect our land and water environment.”

For more information on recycling in Nor-
thumberland County, visit us.northumberland.
va.us. 

Margie Rankin  of Heathsville is a member of 
the Recycling Network of the Northern Neck, an 
association of representatives from a number of 
organizations focused on enhancing activities 
that will protect the environment. 

Northumberland County seeks
to expand its recycling program

by Margie Rankin

Community
Comments

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

This past week I hosted a 
jobs fair at University of 

Mary Washington’s Stafford 
Campus which attracted 
over 50 public and private 
employers and nearly 1,000 
job seekers.

I also had the opportunity 
to speak at the Spotsylva-
nia Small Business Forum, 
which drew a number of local 
small-business owners.

Several vendors returned 
to participate after success-
fully hiring job seekers at 
my previous fair in Sep-
tember. They cited the great 
depth of experience and 
knowledge in our District’s 
workforce.

We’re blessed to have a 
great number of folks who 
have experience in the mili-
tary or government and are 
looking for their next oppor-
tunity. One vendor said he 
attends eight job fairs a 
year, and this was one of 
two where he always finds 
great folks to hire.

I’ll keep you posted in 
the coming weeks to let you 
know the successes our ven-
dors and job seekers had at 
this past week’s fair.

I was pleased to attend 
and speak at the Spotsylva-
nia Small Business Forum. 
We should also be focusing 
on doing everything we can 
to support our small-busi-
ness owners, who account 
for 70 percent of the new 
jobs in the U.S. each year. 
They will be the creators of 
the jobs which will put Vir-
ginians back to work.

 I’m working in Washing-
ton to reduce federal spend-
ing and grow opportunities 
for business to create jobs. 
Congress should work to 
restore fiscal responsibility, 
foster healthy credit markets 
and advance pro-growth and 
low tax policies. 

That’s why I voted for and 
the House passed H.R. 3854, 
the Small Business Financ-
ing and Investment Act this 

past year. This is an impor-
tant step to getting capital 
flowing to small businesses.

This legislation would 
enhance Small Business 
Administration capital 
access programs and provide 
critical funding for small 
firms in every industry.

 With my support the 
House also passed and Pres-
ident Obama signed into law 
in November, H.R. 3548, 
the Worker, Homeowner-
ship, and  Business Assis-
tance Act.

This extends the $8,000 
homebuyer tax credit for 
first-time homebuyers  and 
provides a $6,500 tax credit 
for existing homeowners to 
buy a new house. 

I look forward to continu-
ing to be a voice for small 
businesses on Capitol Hill. 
It’s through their existence 
that our neighbors find 
work, and the American 
dream continues to be real-
ized.

Plans are under way for the spring edition 
of The Rivah Visitor’s Guide. This Rivah 
season we will feature a local seafood in 
each issue, beginning with shad and shad 
roe. 

Do you have a good recipe for these spring 
delicacies? You can share the flavor of the 

Chesapeake Bay area by sending those reci-
pes to rivah@rrecord.com before April 19. 
Include your name, address and a contact 
number with your recipe. Your recipe may 
appear in the spring issue of The Rivah Visi-
tor’s Guide. If there are more than we can 
print, we’ll include them all on our web site.

Got a good recipe for shad or shad roe?

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com
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• Key Chains  • Note Cubes
• Eraser Board  • Ear Rings  
• Much More

25%
off

Saturday, April 3, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
98 Years in Business!!!

Route 360, Burgess, VA
(804) 453-4911

Up to 20% off
Storewide

FREEHot Dogsand Drinks11am til

Northern Neck Pine
& Hardwood Mulch 

$2.70 per bag
(few exceptions)

T-Shirts • Belts • Hats

The Fun Bunch
will be

Broadcasting Live
11:00 am to 1:00 pm

with the Fortune Wheel

Lilian Lumber Company Home Center
38TH ANNIVERSARY SALE!!!

Cash and Carry SALE

Tervis Tumblers

25%
off

LHS

NHS

C

Great Selection of Tervis Tumblers, Big T, 16 oz., 
24 oz., Single Sets, Ice Buckets, Full Assortment of 
Accessories. Choose from  Personal Images, Initials 

& School & College Logo’s. Tervis Tumblers virtually 
indestructible. Made in the USA. Guaranteed for Life.

New arrival

Create a Story with memo boards, 
frames, wall bucket & large magnets

• Willow Tree • Angels • Pillows • Throws

25%
off

Register for door prizes
After
Prom
Bake
Sale

D E M D A C O
d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  h o m e

Building Material
Specials

Roofi ng Felt
Reg. $16.90 / Sale $13.90

15 lb, 30 lb Rolls

Ice & Water Shield
1 Sq. Rolls

Reg. $24.90 / Sale $20.90
2 Sq. Rolls

Reg. $42.90 / Sale $35.90

Timbertech
Reliaboard Plank

Grey Only
Reg. $31.19 / Sale $26.90

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors will hold a public hearing 
Thursday, April 8, on a request 
to allow farming with livestock 
at 1877 Mundy Point Road.

The board will convene for 
monthly business at 5 p.m. in 
the courts builidng at 39 Judi-
cial Place in Heathville. The 
hearing will begin at 7 p.m. 
in the General District court-
room.

Shara Lee Buck, owner, and 
Walter Lynch and Mary Wall, 
applicants, seek authorization 
to stable up to 12 horses. The 
property is zoned for water-
front residential use.

Written comments are due 
in the zoning office prior to 
the meeting. To review the 
application, contact the office 
of building and zoning at 
580-7921, or email wshirley@
co.northumberland.va.us.

Pruning with a purpose
Guest speaker John Lunsford of the Northern Neck Master 
Gardeners demonstrates radical pruning techniques at a recent 
seminar on pruning deciduous trees, fruit trees, and flowering 
bushes for the members of the Kilmarnock Garden Club. 
Lunsford indicated radical pruning of unproductive branches 
encourages healthy and robust growth before flowering buds 
emerge.  Among other tips, he suggested dipping the blades 
of pruning shears, loppers or other garden cutting tools into a 
container of Listerine mouthwash, or brushing it on, to sanitize 
tools and prevent  the spread of disease.  Remember to re-dip 
the blade before pruning each bush. The garden club meets 
next at 1 p.m. April 20 at Kilmarnock Baptist Church.  Photo 
by Cindy Reymer

The Agenda
Local Government News

Diabetic patients at the 
Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic now have a new resource 
they can take home, thanks to 
efforts by longtime volunteer 
Sylvia Dozier and the Kiwanis 
Club of the Northern Neck.

Dozier has been with the 
clinic since 1994. She has led 
patient education classes for 
15 years. Her classes primarily 
focus on diabetes.

Her husband, Curt, a member 
of the Kiwanis Club of the 
Northern Neck, suggested to 
the club a cookbook patients 
could take home would be a 
valuable addition to the educa-
tion effort, said Dozier.

The Kiwanis agreed, and pur-
chased copies of the cookbook 
for distribution to her patients, 
she said.

The cookbook, compiled by 
Norma Vanlandingham and Lil-
lian Dodson to benefit the Lan-
caster High School Red Devil 
Band, “provides patients with 

Many times friends can 
"teach you the most."  Such 
was the case at the March 23 
meeting of the Chesapeake 
Bay Garden Club, reported 
club co-chair of publicity Liz 
Campbell.

 Rebecca Elston, Sharon 
Lemke, Charlotte Spears and 
Carol Medlin, all members 
of the floral design commit-
tee, shared their experiences 
and tricks of the trade with the 
membership, said Campbell.

Elston demonstrated basic 
principles of design by cre-
ating three simple arrange-
ments. Lemke brought parts 
of her collection of driftwood 
along with several methods 
of bracing these pieces in a 
design. Spears discussed her 
sometimes humbling rise from 
Novice to Advanced Designer 
while urging others to join in 
the fun. Medlin shared her love 
of table design with two differ-
ent colorful and well-balanced 
interpretations.

During the meeting daffodils 
were in evidence everywhere, 
both in the monthly design 
"March of the Daffodils" and 

Learning from friends

Rebecca Elston

in the horticulture exhibits, she 
said.

Among horticulture winners, 
Barbara Schultz earned “best 
in show” with her Magnolia 
Stellata, as well as three blue 

ribbons and a red.
Other horticulture win-

ners were: Elston, blue; Anne 
Haynie, 4 blue, red; Ann Kyker, 
4 blue, yellow; Diane Chichow-
icz, 4 blue, red; Mary Dellaire, 
4 blue, 2 red; Pat Brownell, 
yellow; Dody Douglas, 2 blue; 
Susan Read, 2 blue, red; Nancy 
Stogowski, 4 blue, red; Wonda 
Allain, 3 blue, red; Barbara 
Yinger, blue, 2 red; Pat Taylor, 
2 blue, red; Patsy Sylvia, blue, 
red; Susan Moore, 3 blue; Lien 
Groenwold, 4 blue, red; Jean 
Ryan; 4 blue; Terri Eilers, blue; 
Marge Stack, 2 blue, red; Sue 
Haugan, blue.

Among design winners, 
Spears earned “best in show” 
for the advanced class and a 
blue. Other advanced winners 
were: Elston, blue; Yinger, red; 
Audrey Brainard, blue; Lemke, 
blue; Sylvia, blue; and Joan 
Clements, red.

Kathie Truxall earned “best 
in show” in the intermediate 
class and a blue. Other inter-
mediate winners were: Doug-
las, blue; and Campbell, red.

In the novice class, Haugan 
earned a red ribbon.  

Kiwanis donates cookbooks for diabetics

From left, Kiwanis Club president M.J. Chewning presents copies 
of The Devils Made Me Do It Diabetic Cookbook to the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic patient educator Sylvia Dozier, medical 
director Ann Kingsbury and executive director Jean Nelson.

menu choices that are crucial 
to effectively managing their 
diabetes,” Dozier said. “When 
patients can take something 
home that they can use, and 
enjoy using, it makes a huge 
difference in their health.”

“This is something that 
really will reap benefits,” said 
medical director Dr. Ann King-
shury. “We couldn’t be happier 
with the Kiwanis Club’s inter-

est and support.”
Dr. Kingsbury thanked the 

club members for making it 
happen.

The Kiwanis Club has a 
long history of supporting the 
clinic, noted executive director 
Jean Nelson. In recent years the 
club has been the key sponsor 
of annual school physicals that 
are held at the facility annu-
ally, she added.

U.S. Census forms arrived 
in 120 million mailboxes ear-
lier this month, and the state’s 
largest farm organization urges 
rural Virginians to stand up and 
be counted.

"If the federal government 
doesn’t know Virginia’s farm-
ers are out there, that impedes 
effective representation and 
countless services for their 
communities," said Martha 
Moore, vice president of gov-
ernmental relations for Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation. "It’s 
absolutely critical that every-
one participate in the census, 
because we have this opportu-
nity only once every decade."

The census, which is required 
every 10 years by the U.S. Con-
stitution, is intended to count 
every resident of the U.S. It 
helps determine the number of 
seats that each state has in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
and for 35 years states have 
used census data to configure 
their legislative and Congres-
sional Districts. Census data 
also helps communities receive 
more than $400 billion in fed-
eral funds for schools, hospi-
tals, emergency services, public 
works projects, job training 
centers and other programs.

This year’s census form has 
10 questions and comes with 
a postage-paid return enve-
lope. Personal data provided 
on census forms is protected 
under federal law.

Americans are being asked to 
return their forms on or around 
April 1. Between April and 
July, census takers will visit 
households that do not return a 
form by mail.

Information about the census 
is available at 2010.census.gov. 
The national mail participation 
rate in 2000 was 72 percent. In 
Virginia it was 73 percent. 

Citizens are 
reminded
to complete 
Census forms
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