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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Waterfowl weekend
Join the flock at RRecord.com for a slideshow of 
the 31st annual Rappahannock Waterfowl Show.
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Lee Brent of Kilmarnock was one of the local vendors among 97 having displays at the 31st Annual 
Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show. He is holding a goose decoy worth about $1,000 made by Grayson 
Chesser of Accomac County on the Eastern Shore. 

From left, Gene Dix of White Stone looks at a quail carving made by 
Lewis Shelton of White Stone. For more coverage of the 31st annual 
Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show, visit RRecord.com. 

Waterfowl weekend attracts thousands of visitors

The 31st annual Rappah-
annock River Waterfowl 

Show attracted 97 vendors 
selling their wares, brought 
in 307 decoys for the carving 
competition sponsored by the 
Rappahannock Decoy  Carver’s 
and Collector’s Guild and drew 
more than 2,000 visitors March 
20 and March 21.

William Bruce of White 
Stone started the show 31 years 
ago and it has benefited the 
White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department for 30 years. Based 
on the number of vendors and 
number of decoys in the con-
test, this was the largest year in 
its history, said Bruce.

Visitors could find count-
less decoys, many types of bird 
sculpture, photographs, paint-
ings, taxidermy and jewelry.

Photos by Starke Jett
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LANCASTER—Plans ended for 
a public boat launch and fishing pier 
on Antipoison Creek after supervi-
sors failed to reach an agreement 
with the property owner during a 
closed session March 10, according 
to chairman Jack Russell.

“We could not negotiate a deal 
that was good for the county,” Rus-
sell said. 

During several months of debate 
on providing public access to the 
water, Russell said several people 
came forward with other offers of 
property for consideration as alter-
native solutions for lease or pur-
chase. However, the supervisors 
will continue to seek a site that will 
satisfy public needs at a reasonable 
cost to taxpayers, he added.

“I just hope we can find some 
place that offers fishing and boating 
and will not disrupt the governmen-
tal process,” Russell said.

David George, who owns the 
parcel on Antipoison Creek, said 
supervisors never countered his 
offer during the closed meeting of 
March 10.

“I was shocked at the last session. 
The memo said the meeting was to 
discuss construction...and costs,” 
George said. “They never made a 
counter offer of any kind. That took 
me back.”

The outright rejection came as 
a surprise because of how hard 
supervisors had pushed for the 
project, he said. Also, he noted the 
barrage of negative comments from 
the public. 

“The comments were just ruth-
less. I was made out to be the bad 
guy,” he said.

Most opponents were concerned 
because the lease would leave the 
county without any ownership after 
20 years and because the fishing 
pier would be in an area where they 
said there are few fish.

During the March 10 closed ses-
sion, George said supervisor Pete 

Geilich suggested an option of 
just doing the launch. However, in 
the days following the meeting, he 
said county administrator Bill Pen-
nell called to tell him “the deal was 
dead.” Later, in a chance encounter 
with Geilich, he said the supervi-
sor blamed the decision on a bad 
economy.

Over the past 18 months, George 
said he spent a great deal of time and 
money on the project. Anticipated 
costs for build out kept adding up 
as additions were made to the plans 
beyond the initial dredging and 
construction of a fishing pier and 
3-boat launch. Additions included 
lighting, a filtration system to meet 
environmental needs presented by a 
large parking area, and the planning 
commission added privacy fencing 
to protect adjoining neighbors, he 
said.

“I understand the project got to be 
more expensive than they thought,” 
George said.  

Supervisor Butch Jenkins, who 
opposed the $1.3 million cost to 
county taxpayers on a 20-year lease, 
was sympathetic to George’s situa-
tion, saying he is an extremely nice 
and honest man.

“We did not come back with an 
offer because we could not come 
up with one that we felt he would 
accept. We knew that from the 
forthrightness of what he was 
saying about his expenses,” Jenkins 
explained.

Public boat ramp and
fishing pier beached
following closed session

by Audrey Thomasson
    “I just hope we can find 
some place that offers fish-
ing and boating and will 
not disrupt the governmen-
tal process.” 

—Jack Russell, chairman,
Lancaster board

of supervisors

Season to
remember

The Lancaster High Lady 
Devils had 20 wins and 2 
losses, placed second in the 
state tournament, first in the 
region and first in the district 
this year. Commemorative 
pages recap the season.

Pages C2-4

INSIDE

Windows
on the Bay

Look inside this issue for the 
annual real estate and home 
improvement supplement.

CLARAVILLE—Although a public 
hearing on the proposed Bluff Point 
planned unit development (PUD) in 
Northumberland County drew com-
ments pro and con, more than two 
dozen speakers voiced opposition.

Following the March 17 hearing, 
the Northumberland board of supervi-
sors tabled a decision pending further 
review by county staff and a traffic 
impact analysis.

Some 100 citizens attended the 
hearing March 17 at the Northum-
berland High School auditorium. The 
630-unit project, which includes a 
high density commercial district, is 
on Barnes, Oyster and Jarvis creeks 
off the Chesapeake Bay near Kilmar-
nock. 

The plan requires a special excep-
tion permit to accommodate a higher 
density than allowed in three different 
zoning districts. The nearly 900 acres 
in the plan are now zoned agricultural, 
waterfront residential and conserva-
tion. 

Bluff Point LLC owner and devel-
oper Tom Dingledine presented a 
brief overview of his plan. Each of his 
six-member design and implementa-
tion team spoke about various aspects 
of the submittal plan. 

The team includes Charles Road-
ley, a former employee of the Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Science, 
a former consultant to the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission and 
current program manager for the 
Williamsburg Environmental Group; 
Russ Brodie, chief technical officer of 
Audubon Environmental, a subsidiary 
of Audubon International; Kenneth 
Baybutt, P.E., managing principal of 
Bury and Partners of Williamsburg; 
Dwight Demay, ASLA, principal of 

Board hears both sides on proposed
Bluff Point project; decision is tabled

From left, Bluff Point LLC owner Tom Dingledine has a front row seat as Ida 
Hall, a neighbor to the proposed planned unit development, argues against 
the project.

by Starke Jett

Hart/Howerton of Boston, Massa-
chusetts; Jason Loiselle, an associate 
manager with Sherwood Design Engi-
neers of New York; and Matt Terry, a 
local attorney handling legal issues.      

County supervisor Tommy Tomlin 
questioned the ability of the proposed 
community homeowner’s association 
to maintain the private road network 
to serve the development, the impact 
on nearby county roads and the legal-
ity of transferring development rights 
from one non-contiguous area to 
another. 

The plan includes two separate 
areas, one at Bluff Point where a com-
mercial district and marina is planned, 

and another more inland residential 
area at the head of Jarvis Creek. They 
are connected only by a road right of 
way. 

Using the larger inland area to 
satisfy acreage requirements for the 
higher density in the other area is not 
what was intended by the PUD ordi-
nance, said Tomlin.

“That would be like buying 200 
acres up here in the hinterlands and 
then building high rise condomini-
ums in Fleeton,” he said.

Terry disputed that assertion, saying 
the PUD ordinance gives the board 
latitude in granting density. He also 
affirmed that the community roads 

would be built to Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) standards 
and any cost associated with a transfer 
to the state system would be borne by 
the development. 

“We deserve a break in Northum-
berland County,” said Ron Herring, a 
general contractor. “There are people 
here hurting for work. The county 
needs what is being offered.”

“I support this project because it 
is carefully planned,” said real estate 
agent Lee Self.  

The development is projected to 
bring in $4.5 million annually in 
construction jobs during the 15-year 
build out time frame, over $8 million 
annually in full-time jobs within the 
development          upon completion, 
and more than $5 million annually in 
indirect jobs created by the presence 
of the new community. It is also pro-
jected the county will reap more than 
$1.7 million annually in additional tax 
revenue at the time of build out.
Habitat issues

“This is the most abusive assault yet 
on this poor property,” said Ida Hall. 
She is an immediate neighbor and her 
uncle had owned the property where 
a marina and commercial district are 
planned.  

“Your decision on this proposed 
planned unit development will deter-
mine forever not only the landscape, 
but the rural values, character, qual-
ity of life and integrity of our entire 
county and its role in restoring the 
bay,” she told the supervisors. “Will 
you stand firm in your unanimous 
commitment, made less than three 
years ago, to protect the remaining 2.6 
percent of this county’s conservation 
zoned land?”

Bluff Point is zoned conservation 

BLUFF POINT continued on page A2
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and includes a 100-acre salt 
marsh. The conservation zone 
is intended for the “conserva-
tion of water and other natural 
resources,” and for “protecting 
watersheds and reducing haz-
ards from flood and fire,” as 
described in the county ordi-
nance. Hall emphasized the 
low-lying nature of the land 
and its propensity to flood. 

“It is your job to direct growth 
to areas that are suited for growth, 
not to environmentally sensitive, 
highly erodible, sinking, flood-
prone land like Bluff Point.” she 
concluded.

Hall was joined in her oppo-
sition by representatives of the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
(CBF), the Virginia State Water-
man’s Association (VSWA), the 
Northern Neck Audubon Society 
(NNAS), local water experts and 
other neighbors.

“We are big believers in prop-
erty rights,” said Ken Smith, pres-
ident of the VSWA. “But if you 
burn 100 tires on your land and 
soot up my property, then there is 
a problem. Our livelihoods have 
suffered because of pollution in 
the bay and this project will only 
add to that pollution.”

“We are completely opposed 
to this project,” said Frank 
Jewell, president of the NNAS. 
“We resent the cynical way this 
developer has used the Audubon 
name to suggest that we approve. 
Do not be deceived by this. The 
National Audubon Society is not 
associated with Audubon Inter-
national in any way. No Audubon 
Sanctuary is certified for devel-
opment.”

Audubon International (AI) is 
part of Dingledine’s team. He has 
made the claim that the company 
will certify that the development 
meets stringent environmental 
guidelines. 

Jewell disputed this claim, 
saying that AI is in the business 
of being a “smokescreen” for a 
fee, so that golf course designers 
and other developers can appear 
green.  

Jewell referred to water expert 
Frank Fletcher, Ph.D., P.G., to 
support the assertion that the 
project is flawed and danger-
ous to the environment. Fletcher 
attacked the developer’s plan 

to draw water from a brackish 
aquifer, desalinate it and then re-
inject the resulting brine byprod-
uct back into the aquifer.

“Simple common sense tells 
us that it is absurd to pump waste 
back down into the same water 
bearing zone from which drinking 
water is pumped,” said Fletcher. 
“The first rule of sanitation is: 
don’t dump where you drink. 
In my professional opinion, the 
proposed water supply plan is, in 
scientific terms, looney.”

Ann Jennings, the Virginia 
executive director of the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation, joined 
Hall, Smith, Jewell and Fletcher 
in opposing the area’s develop-
ment.

“CBF finds that the intensive 
development proposal threat-
ens restoration of the surround-
ing waters,” said Jennings. 
“CBF finds that collectively 
the intensive uses proposed 
for the development site and 
the sensitivity of the resource 
land and surrounding waters 
will hinder the county’s ability 
to meet state and federal clean 
water mandates.”
Decision delayed

County administrator Kenny 
Eades asked the board to delay 
taking any action on the request 
for a special exception so that his 
staff could write a detailed brief 
summarizing all the comments 
and concerns. 

Tomlin also reiterated his 
request that a detailed traffic 
impact analysis from VDOT 
needed to be initiated before 
an informed decision could be 
made.   

A motion to table the matter 
indefintely was passed unani-
mously by a 5-0 vote. The super-
visors present were chairman 
Ronnie Jett, Richard Haynie, 
James Long, Joe Self and 
Tomlin.

Prior to the public hearing, the 
board had unanimously passed a 
resolution approving a $1.3 mil-
lion Community Block Develop-
ment Grant application for the 
Light Street neighborhood near 
Brown’s Store. The application 
had been scrutinized by supervi-
sors in the previous few weeks 
and is facing a March 31 dead-
line.

LOTTSBURG—Northumberland County 
school superintendent Clint Stables will present 
the  2010-11 fiscal year budget recommenda-
tions at 6 p.m. Monday, March 29, at the school 
board office in Lottsburg. The proposed budget 
is $15,227,604, which is $417,325 less than last 
year. 

ROTC and Pre-K classes, earlier targeted for 
elimination, have been reinstated in the recom-
mended budget after a public hearing made it 
clear county residents wanted to keep both pro-
grams. 

To cover the costs for these programs and 
other aspects of the budget not balanced by 
staff retirements and other cost-cutting mea-
sures, Stables will ask the board of supervsisors 
to consider a property tax increase of $.02 per 
$100 to raise an additional $535,901 needed to 
balance the school budget.

The budget adopted by the school board 
March 29 is due to county leaders on April 1. 
The supervisors will schedule budget work ses-
sions later in April, according to county admin-
istrator Kenny Eades.  

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board on Monday 
adopted a proposed $15.2 mil-
lion budget for the 2010-11 
fiscal year. The budget is 
$150,358 less than the current 
budget and includes $580,000 
for the food service program. 

With a $257,846 cutback 
in state funding next year, the 
county will be called upon to 
pick up an additional $52,842, 
about $101,000 less than origi-
nally expected.

During the public hearing, 
C.D. Hathaway praised school 
officials for posting a detailed 
budget on the school website. 
However, he noted the meager 
funding for the gifted and 
talented education programs 
at the primary and middle 
school. 

With no other objections to 
the budget, the board voted 
unanimously to adopt it. The 
proposal now goes to the board 
of supervisors for consider-
ation and final approval.

School officials estimate 
spending $11,138,197 for 
instruction and technology, 
$52,661 less than the cur-
rent budget. Other estimated 
expenditures include  $762,581 
for board, administration and 
health, up $9,269;  $1,097,624 
for transportation, down 
$18,115; and $1,398,846 for 
operations and maintenance, 
down $122,752.

Debt payments are estimated 
at $193,396, up $106,001, 
mostly due to a new energy 
efficiency contract expected to 
save a minimum of $180,000 
in capital improvement fund-
ing in the first year alone. 

Projected revenues include 
a county contribution of 
$10,256,808, up $52,842; 
federal funding of $988,437, 
up $126,746; state funding of 
$3,158,703, down $257,846, 
and local and miscella-
neous revenue of $186,698, 
unchanged.

Food service at $580,000, 
down $72,100 from the current 
year, was adjusted for current 
revenue trends and a shorter 
school year. 

Teachers are expected to 
receive a 1.5 percent step 
increase, offset by the loss of 
two jobs through attrition. 

A reduction in the state 
retirement program (VRS) 
contributions along with the 
General Assembly’s compos-
ite index freeze at last year’s 
rate offset much of the budget 
shortfall earlier anticipated.

LANCASTER—The county 
planning commission mem-
bers last Thursday agreed to 
propose six projects total-
ing $304,000 for the capital 
improvement budget (CIP) for 
the fiscal year starting July 1.  

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors and the Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion will hold a public hear-
ing at 7 p.m. tonight (March 
25) on the proposed second-
ary route six-year plan for 
fiscal years 2011 through 
2016. The meeting will be 
held in the General District 
courtroom.

Supervisors also will con-
duct hearings on requests for 
manufactured homes from 
Albert C. Avery on a 1.27-acre 
parcel at 527 White Chapel 
Road and Ann T. Carter and 
Merrell New on a 14.0-acre 
parcel off Route 3 across from 
Pinckardsville Road.

Planning commission endorses six capital projects
by Audrey Thomasson The projects were priori-

tized in order of necessity and 
will go to the board of super-
visors for consideration.

Topping the list is a request 
from the sheriff ’s department 
for $14,000 to purchase a 
commercial dishwasher for 
the jail. It would replace a 
model installed in 1978 for 
which parts are no longer 
available.

After a long discussion 
by commission members, a 
request from emergency ser-
vices for $250,000 for a 700 
kilowatt generator for the 
emergency shelter at Lancaster 
Middle School was reduced to 
$125,000 for a 275 kW unit, 
based on a report by consult-
ing engineer J. Mosby West, 

P.E. West outlined capacity 
differences in providing basic 
emergency power for the 
county shelter and school use. 
Both prices include installa-
tion. The current generator is 
not functioning and requires 
$16,000 in repairs.

Members prioritized a 
school district request for 
$35,821 to replace the fire 
alarm system at the primary 
school while delaying for a 
year a request for $93,369 
to increase the size of the 
bus garage parking area. The 
safety of children was given 
as the reason for changing the 
school’s project priority.

“I have heartburn about 
funding this parking area with 
the limited amount of funds,” 

said chair David Jones. “I’d 
rather bump up the fire alarm 
at the primary school.”

Fourth on the list is a 
request for $12,837 to replace 
worn carpeting in the Social 
Services building. A request 
for $58,000 to replace mortar 
in the bricks at the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum clerk’s 
office and jail was prioritized 
at number five.

A school district request for 
$58,650 for a diesel generator 
at the high school made the 
list, although some members 
expressed concern that a new 
generator may not be the most 
economical way to go. School 
officials said the generator is 
needed to serve the well pump 
system, power sump pumps 

serving the band room, power 
freezers and refrigerators, and 
provide emergency lighting in 
the windowless building.

“The school is almost 
entirely dark in an extended 
power outage,” said school 
superintendent Susan Sciabar-
rasi. She said emergency 
lighting is powered for 30 
minutes and once water pres-
sure falls for 24 hours, the 
school must close for at least 
two days while water samples 
are obtained.

Jones argued that in 
extended outages, kids would 
be sent home. 

Students could be in a dark 
building for a couple of hours 
before a decision was made 
to send them home and buses 

arrived to transport them, 
responded Sciabbarrasi.

Jones said a new genera-
tor would last a few years 
and then break down and be 
back on the CIP requests for 
repairs. He suggested install-
ing emergency exit signs and 
lights that can store power for 
a longer period.  

During the discussion, 
planner Bob Smart noted the 
need to keep the refrigera-
tor and freezer running while 
member David Chupp sug-
gested looking into systems at 
other schools. 

“We want to see if that is 
the best solution,” said com-
mission member and school 
teacher Tara Booth following 
the meeting. 

Lancaster school board forwards 
$15.2 million proposal to supervisors

by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland superintendent
seeks tax increase to balance budget

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northlumberland Associa-
tion for Progressive Steward-
ship (NAPS) recently received 
another grant from the Chesa-
peake Bay Restoration “License 

Environmental projects planned
Plate” Fund for marsh grass 
planting this spring and for 
spraying invasive Phragmites 
in September.

For those who have a site that 
might be improved by planting 
native marsh grasses, now is 
the time to get on the list.

“We only purchase the 
amount of grass that is needed, 
so the site must be surveyed 
before mid April, said NAPS 
member Lynton Land.  “It 
is widely agreed that expen-
sive ‘hard’ stabilization, such 
as rip-rap or bulkhead, is not 
always necessary except in 
high-energy situations. It is 
much cheaper and better for the 
environment to try to stabilize 
shorelines with marsh grasses. 
If a ‘living shoreline’ is unsuc-
cessful, one can always shell 
out the big bucks later,” said 
Land.

Last year, some 100 sites 
were sprayed for the invasive 
grass Phragmites australis.

“Those who have a dense 

stand of grass taller than about 
six feet, you’ve probably got 
it, and there are lots of good 
web sites to help you identify 
it,” said Land. “We are learning 
that it is very difficult to elimi-
nate the invasive plant. The best 
strategy is to apply a herbicide 
approved for wetland use in 
September and then bush (burn 
if safe) the plants in winter.”

The process must be repeated, 
and within a couple years the 
infestation is usually reduced 
to the point that the property-
owner can take over with mixed 
herbicide that NAPS provides, 
he said.

The site must be surveyed 
before September to get on the 
list. This year we are extending 
south into Lancaster County, 
but only east of the Eastern 
branch of the Corrotoman 
River, said Land.

Contact Land at 453-6605, 
or visit JandL@nnwifi.com. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Bluff Point hearing
continued from page A2
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Mediterranean Tapestry

NEW LOW PRICES

Cruise the Mediterranean 
on Holland America’s newest ship 

the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Visit Spain, Monaco, Italy,

Greece & Croatia.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

It’s a Great Time to Come to
Murphy Seed Service, Inc.

Virginia Cooperative
Extension Agent

Kelly Liddington, will be at 
Murphy Seed Service

on Route 202, Mt. Holly, VA
Saturday, March 27th  •  10-1

Answering questions on planting 
your garden

Use of Pesticides
Soil Samples 

Planting
Fertilizing your yard

Problems with trees or shrubs

5005 Cople Highway  •  Mt. Holly, Virginia

804-472-2755

Come on out  for the

3rd Annual

Wine Fest
Taste Local Virginia Wines!

Date: Saturday, April 17
Time:11 pm - 4 pm 

bottle sales continue til 5 pm
Tickets available for $10

Call: 804-580-3377
Where:  Historic Heathsville Tavern

 
All proceeds go to support

Historic Heathsville Tavern

With a flexible CD from EVB,

there’s no wrong answer:

Pick your term, between

13 and 23 months

Earn 1.5%

Request a one-time

rate bump at any time

APY*

For more information, please call or visit any

of our 25 convenient locations, including

Burgess, Callao, Heathsville, and Kilmarnock.

www.bankevb.com • (804) 443-4333 • 1-888-464-BANK (2265)

®

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of date of publication. Minimum opening deposit $1,000.00. Available for a limited time. Fees 
could reduce earnings on account. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. One rate change is allowed during the initial term of 
certificate of deposit at the customer’s request based on the current EVB standard 12-month certificate of deposit board rate. Renews as a 
standard 12-month CD after the initial term has expired. EVB® is a registered trademark of EVB in the United States.

Exodus Rally
Saturday, March 27 • 1:00 p.m.

Old Law Inmates/Parole Reform
Double Tree Hotel

301 West Franklin Street • 3rd Floor • Richmond, VA 23220
Jae George • (804) 512-9176

Do you have loved ones behind bars who will not come home as 
planned because of the change in Virginia’s Parole Law?

Come join us and help bring our loved ones home!

Exodus 19.4: You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, 
and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.

There will be many great guest speakers.

More than 40 people 
responded to the “mass casu-
alty” caused by a fi ve-vehicle 
crash Sunday afternoon on 
Route 3 in Topping.

“A total team effort” by 
fi refi ghters, rescue workers, 
and even medical professional 
“Good Samaritans” who had 
been passing by helped care 
for 12 injured patients, said 
Clarence Hargus, captain of 
the Middlesex County Volun-
teer Rescue Squad (MCVRS) 
in Deltaville. “It took team-
work to be able to pull this 
off,” said Hargus.

Hargus said only three 
EMTs were on duty when the 
call came. “We scrambled 
nine additional volunteers who 
answered the call.”

The MCVRS sent four 
ambulances; the Central 
Middlesex Volunteer Rescue 
Squad of Urbanna responded 
with two ambulances and four 
rescue workers; and a Lan-
caster County rescue squad 
sent one ambulance and two 
rescuers.

Helicopters from Medivac 
and Nightingale from Norfolk 
General Hospital airlifted the 
victims.

Meanwhile, the  Mathews 
County rescue squads and fi re-
fi ghters were placed on standby 
to cover possible emergencies 
in Middlesex, said Hargus.

One of the fi rst at the crash 
scene was Vicki Hogge, an 
emergency room nurse at 

Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal who was on her way home 
to Hartfi eld.  

The crashed vehicles were 
about 100 yards apart near 
Beverley Beach at Toney 
Avenue at Route 3.

Good Samaritans were 
attending the victims at one 
site and Hogge found a place to 
pull over at Toney Lane where 
there was only one other medi-
cal person. “We were spread 
thin until the fi rst responders 
arrived,” she said. “I could 
tell right away there were very 
serious injuries. I’ve seen a lot 
of trauma in my 20 years [in 
the emergency room], but this 
was one of the worst crashes 
I’ve seen.”

Hogge said the emergency 
crews did an excellent job of 
making order out of chaos. “It 
was just a horrible scene. It 
was obvious it was a bad acci-
dent.”

Hogge, a former EMT, said 
she was impressed by the high 
professional level of service 
provided by the volunteer 
rescue workers and fi remen. 
“It’s amazing the amount of 
hard work that goes into the 
training and it pays off when 
we need it. This [crash] pushed 
our people to the limit, but they 
truly rose to the occasion.”
Mass casualty training

On-scene medical coor-
dinator Wayne Evans of the 
MCVRS of Deltaville declared 
the scene “a mass casualty.” 

He said 10 of the 12 patients 
were transported to hospitals 
in Richmond, Norfolk, Glouc-
ester and Kilmarnock. “Any 
time the resources of the com-
munity are overwhelmed, it is 
a mass casualty,” he said. 

By coincidence, on the day 
before the crash about 20 
members of the MCVRS par-
ticipated in an all-day class 
on procedures to be used in a 
mass casualty. Many of them 
put the information to use at 
Sunday’s crashes. 

“The training we had the 
day before was priceless,” said 
Evans.

“As captain, I stress team-
work and it came off perfectly,” 
Hargus said. “No one panicked 
and everybody did their job 
and worked as a team.”

Also part of the team, said 
Hargus, was the Hartfi eld Vol-
unteer Fire Department. 

“Chief Alan Blake and his 
department did a fantastic job,” 
said Hargus, who explained 
how fi re departments posi-
tioned their trucks to protect 
rescue workers. “The fi remen 
help by extricating crash vic-
tims and in any other way they 
can.”
Good Samaritans

Motorists who came upon 
the crash scene stopped to 
help.

Elaine Sopko of Mathews, 
also an emergency room nurse 
at RGH, assisted.

Medical care also was pro-

After the blue Toyota SUV (right) driven by Ellen Bongieux of Sandston collided with Dr. 
Tricarico’s Mazda, the SUV ran head-on into a Nissan 4-door sedan (left) driven by Sharida 
Waller of Newport News, which had four unrestrained children as passengers.  

The Mazda 3 (right) driven by Dr. Victor Tricarico of Providence 
Forge collided head-on with a 2008 Nissan (left) driven 
by Dawn Marie Russell of Kilmarnock.  Photo courtesy of the 
Hartfi eld Volunteer Fire Department

Route 3 crash involves � ve cars, 12 injuries
TOPPING—One of the worst 

motor vehicle crashes in memory 
in Middlesex County sent 10 
people to hospitals on Sunday, 
March 21. 

Five cars were involved in 
multiple head-on crashes in 
chain-reaction accidents on 
Route 3 at Topping, just south of 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge, 
said Virginia State Trooper T.E. 
Hudson. 

“I don’t know how somebody 
didn’t get killed. It’s a wonder,” 
said Alan Blake, chief of the 
Hartfi eld Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. “This is probably the worst 
crash I’ve been involved with.” 

Blake has been a fi refi ghter for 
28 years.

On Monday, the extent of the 
injuries was unknown.

Three victims were fl own by 
helicopter to MCV in Richmond 
and one was fl own to Norfolk 
General Hospital, said Wayne 
Evans, an offi cer with the Mid-
dlesex County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad (MCVRS) of Deltaville 
who was the on-scene medical 
coordinator. 

The multiple injuries were 
declared “a mass casualty” by 
Evans. “Anytime the resources of 
the community are overwhelmed, 

it is a mass casualty,” he said. 
Two other people suffered 

minor injuries in the crashes and 
were treated and released at the 
scene.

Area rescue squads from 
Urbanna and Lancaster assisted 
the MCVRS at the crash scene, 
as did fi ve medical profession-
als who were passing by. (See 
related story.)

The crash occurred at 3:47 

p.m. on a straight section of 
Route 3, about .3 mile north of 
the Pilot House Restaurant at 
Topping.  

According to Trooper Hudson, 
the crashes started when a Mazda 
3 driven by Dr. Victor Tricarico, 
61, of Providence Forge drifted 
across the center line and struck 
an oncoming Toyota SUV driven 
by Ellen Bongieux, 59, of Sand-
ston.

The impact forced the Toyota 
SUV into another head-on colli-
sion with a Nissan 4-door sedan 
driven by Sharida Waller of New-
port News, said Trooper Hudson. 
The Nissan had four unrestrained 
children as passengers. 

After the initial impact, Dr. 
Tricarico’s car sideswiped a 2007 
Toyota, driven by Tara Dabney 
of Richmond, and then collided 
head-on with a 2008 Nissan 
4-door, driven by Dawn Marie 
Russell of Kilmarnock, said 
Trooper Hudson.

Flown from the scene by heli-
copter were Dr. Tricarico and 
Linda Johnson, 61, who was a 
passenger in the Toyota SUV 
driven by Bongieux. 

Dr. Tricarico, a doctor at 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
in Kilmarnock, had just fi nished 
his work shift. He was fl own to 
MCV. 

Johnson, who had to be extri-
cated from the Nissan by fi re-
fi ghters, was fl own to Norfolk 
General Hospital. 

Two children, between the 
ages of 8 and 10, were fi rst trans-
ported to Riverside Walter Reed 
in Gloucester and  later fl own to 
MCV in Richmond by helicop-
ter.

Charges are pending, said 
Trooper Hudson on Monday.

by Tom Chillemi

vided by Clinton Schott, a para-
medic/fi refi ghter with Chester-
fi eld County, and his wife, Lisa, 
an RN at Chippenham Hospital 
in Richmond.

Gregory Hunter, a Peninsula 
Emergency Medical Services 
Council fi eld coordinator who 
was on his way to RGH, also 
worked at the scene, where 
there was at least one case of 
life-threatening injuries. 

Medics were on the scene 
about 90 minutes, and the fi re-
fi ghters left at about 6 p.m.

Traffi c was stopped in both 
directions until about 6 p.m., 
causing long backups of motor-
ists waiting to cross the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Bridge.

A state police accident recon-
struction team was at the scene 
until about 9:30 p.m. Sunday.

“I don’t know how 
somebody didn’t get 
killed. It’s a wonder. . 
. . This is probably the 
worst crash I’ve been 
involved with.” 

—Alan Blake, chief, 
Hartfi eld Volunteer 

Fire Department

Community responds to roadside ‘mass casualty’

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com

WHY
ADVERTISE?
you ’ re  read ing  t h i s  a ren ’ t  you?
804 .435 .1701 ,  Joanna  ex t .  15
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RIVERSIDE
WHITE STONE FAMILY PRACTICE

White Stone Family practice
David B. Nichols, M.D. • Keith Cubbage, M.D.

Robert C. Duffer, Jr., P.A. • Linda Toney, N.P. 

    30 Shady Lane • White Stone, VA 22578
    (804) 435-3133   Fax (804) 435-1311 

March 23, 2010

To my Patients and Friends,
 
It is with mixed emotions that I announce a 
career change. After 30 years of practicing 
family medicine here in White Stone, I recently 
had the opportunity to make the difficult, but 

heartfelt, decision to focus on the ongoing development of the Tangier 
Island Clinic and the care of my patients who seek help there. As of  
April 1st I will no longer see patients at the White Stone Family Practice 
location.   

Many of you know that since 1979 I have divided my professional time 
between the two best places that I can imagine to practice medicine. Over 
my years as a country doctor I have learned numerous lessons and gained 
many insights from my patients, my colleagues, and my staff. It is now time 
to direct that education, and my energy, on completing a goal that I set for 
myself decades ago - the new clinic for Tangier Islanders. I will also con-
tinue my work in partnership with Riverside to secure the future of health-
care on the island. 

The opportunity to make this change is, in large part, due to my confidence 
in my associates at White Stone Family Practice – Keith Cubbage, M.D. 
(Family Medicine), David Kemp, M.D. (Internal Medicine), Robert Duffer, 
P.A., and Linda Toney, F.N.P., as well as all of the staff with whom they 
work. In addition, I am pleased with Riverside Medical Group’s commit-
ment to bring another new physician to the White Stone practice in 2010.  
I can concentrate fully on an underserved area, and the wonderful people 
of Tangier, as a result of my confidence in this team, and in Riverside, to 
serve my patients in White Stone and surrounding communities.  

I will miss my White Stone Family Practice patients, and I thank you for 
trusting me with your care for all of these years. I have been blessed and 
it has been an honor and a privilege.  

Sincerely,

David B. Nichols, M.D.
Country Doctor
White Stone Family Practice

White Stone Family Practice looks forward to continuing to care for patients who have 
previously seen Dr. Nichols. If for any reason you choose to transfer your care to another 
physician, the staff will be glad to provide your new doctor with a copy of your current 
medical record.

Bird Walk 
at Fones Cliffs Property

Led by Bill Portlock
sponsored by the

Northern Neck Audubon Society
9:00 A.M., Saturday, March 27th

Free to All 
(Limted loaner binoculars available)

Come enjoy excellent birdwatching at this critical and very 
special place in a variety of habitats that may be lost to 
development despite NNAS opposition and desire to see 
it be purchased for part of the refuge. Come see rare and 
spectacular views of the Rappahannock Valley and probably 
eagles.  Thanks to Terrell Bower’s, the developer, for this 
special look. 

FROM  ROUTE  360:
From Warsaw: Turn North on NEWLAND ROAD / RT 624 on 360 heading 
toward Tappahannock (Tattoo Shop on corner).

From Tappahannock: turn left on NEWLAND RD./Rt.624
Go 11 miles on Newland Road. (look out for several sharp turns along way.)  
Turn Left at Carters Wharf Road / RT 622.  Go 3/4 mile.  Road Forks - Stay 
Left.  Go another 1/4 mile.  Driveway on Left.

FROM ROUTE 3
Turn South on Peach Grove Lane (Gas Station on Corner, across from Tire 
Store).  Go about 1 mile.  Road Forks - Stay Right.  Go 1/4 mile.  Turn Left 
on Snyder Road.  Follow Snyder Road to Newland Road.  Turn Right on 
Newland Road.  Go 1/2 mile.  Turn Left at Carters Wharf Road / RT 622. 
 Go 3/4 mile.  Road Forks - Stay Left. Go another 1/4 mile. Driveway on Left.

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett last week 
brought charges against nine individuals.
Felonies

Jennifer L. George, 29, of Lancaster was charged March 19 
with violation of probation.

 Carlos J. Carter, 27, of Prentice Creek Road was charged March 
21 with assault and battery and aggravated malicious wounding.

 Ashley Q. Waddy, 20, of Fleets Bay Road was charged March 
21 with issuing a bad check.

 Benjamin A. Keyser, 25, of Johns Neck Road was charged 
March 21 with a probation violation.
Misdemeanors

A Sullavans Road man, 43, was charged March 23 with public 
drunkenness and trespassing.

A Twin Branch Road woman, 47, was charged March 18 with 
nonpayment of fi nes/costs.

A student was charged by the school resource offi cer March 18 
with disorderly conduct on a school bus on March 11.

A Brent Court man, 26, was charged March 19 with three 
counts of nonpayment of fi nes/costs.

A Kilmarnock area man, 50, was charged March 20 with public 
drunkenness. 
Activity Report

March 16:  Staff responded with Child Protective Services 
to a possible child neglect complaint on Kamps Lane, and to a 
domestic destruction of property complaint on Buzzards Neck 
Road (juvenile behavioral incident). 

March 17:  Staff responded to a single-vehicle accident near 
Mary Ball and Harris roads and 
to a traffi c complaint on Oak 
Hill Road. 

March 18:  Staff notifi ed 
SBA Communications that the 
FAA warning light on the Lan-
caster cell tower was not work-
ing; received a walk-in com-
plaint of a larceny (determined 
to be a civil matter); responded 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a fi ght 
call on Old Fairgrounds Way 
(suspects located at another 
business and charged by KPD), 
and responded to a single-vehi-
cle accident on Emlaw Lane. 

March 19:  Staff responded 
to a trespass complaint in the 
1000 block of White Chapel 
Road, to a traffi c complaint in 
the area of River and Nutts-
ville roads (unmarked road 
work area), to a single-vehicle 
accident in the 4300 block of 
Mary Ball Road (vehicle ran 
off road, struck residence), to 
a disturbance/trespass com-
plaint in the 100 block of 
Pinckardsville Road and to a 
suspicious person complaint in 
the 18500 block of Mary Ball 
Road (determined to be a wild 
animal). 

March 20:   Staff responded 
to Devils Bottom Road to help 
determine the location of a 
reported brush fi re, to a mail-
box vandalism complaint in the 
700 block of Morattico Road 
(mailbox, sign and post, $250 
damages), with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) and KPD to a sin-
gle-vehicle accident on Ditch-
ley Road (med-evac involved), 
to a noise violation complaint 
on Clover Lane, and to a suspi-
cious person complaint on Ice 
House Drive. Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed). Staff received an attempted commercial burglary/
vandalism report in the 600 block of Kamps Mill Road (glass 
door, $500 damages), a vandalism report in the 1600 block of 
Morattico Road, a vandalism report in the 1300 block of Morat-
tico Road, and an inquiry about the state open burning law. The 
4 p.m. burning law states: From February 15 through April 30 of 
each year, no burning before 4 p.m. is permitted if the fi re is in or 
within 300 feet of woodland, brushland or fi elds containing dry 
grass or other fl ammable material. 

March 21:   Staff checked on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prearranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency services needed); responded with 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) to a medical emergency on 
Crescent Cove Lane, to a domestic disturbance in the 800 block 
of White Chapel Road (mother/adult daughter), to the Greys 
Point area to assist Middlesex authorities with a multiple-vehi-
cle accident, to a traffi c complaint on Windmill Point Road, to a 
shots fi red complaint on West Highview Drive (target shooting), 
to a disturbance call in the 400 block of Greentown Road and to 
a trespass complaint on First Street. 

March 22:   Staff responded to an E911 disconnect call on 
High Bank Road (telephone line problem; no emergency services 
needed), received a vandalism report on Primary School Circle 
($1,500 damages to parked vehicle) and responded to a larceny 
complaint on Alfonzo Road.

Staff also conducted 21 traffi c stops, issued eight summonses, 
assisted three motorists, reported three deer strikes, performed traf-
fi c control three times, investigated three building alarms, trans-
ported 12 inmates and took two calls for animal control services.  
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department responded to an 
appliance fi re in the 200 block of School Street, a fi re alarm 
at Rappahannock General Hospital, a med-evac landing zone 
on Ditchley Road and with the Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department to brush fi res on Sage Hill and Norwood Church 
roads.

The Upper Lancaster VFD also responded to a traffi c accident 
in the 4300 block of Mary Ball Road and to a brush fi re on Dev-
il’s Bottom Road. 

Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last 
week brought charges against 14 individuals.
Felonies

Dusty Wayne Douglas, 28, of Heathsville was charged March 
14 with a Circuit Court probation violation.

Ralph Sanderson, 38, of Warsaw was charged March 15 with a 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks informa-
tion regarding a vehicle 
that was hit at Lancaster 
Primary School sometime 
during the weekend of 
March 19 to 21.

 On March 22, the 
Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Offi ce took a related 
report from Lancaster 
Primary School. During 
the weekend a car belong-
ing to the school was hit 
on the driver side. The 
vehicle was parked near 
the food service area on 
school property on Devil’s 
Bottom Road. The vehicle 
is described as a green 
GEO four door. The vehi-
cle that hit this car should 
have damage  also. 

Report information 
regarding this incident to 
Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463.  

You will not have 
to give your name, or 
appear in court, and the 
Crime Solvers line is not 
recorded. If your informa-
tion is useful to the inves-
tigation, you could receive 
a reward up to $1,000.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Circuit Court probation violation.

Melissa Dawn Bean, 32, of Lancaster was charged March 17 
on a Chesterfi eld County warrant with revocation of bond for 
pretrial hearing.

Stephen Kyle Brann, 22, of Heathsville was charged March 18 
with discharging a fi rearm from a motor vehicle.

Dominique Rashad Taylor, 20, of Lottsburg was charged March 
18 with a Circuit Court probation violation.

Carlos Jovan Carter, 27, of Kilmarnock was charged March 21 
with malicious assault and a misdemeanor charge of assault and 
battery.
Misdemeanors

A Lancaster woman, 39, was charged March 14 with driving 
while intoxicated.

An Edwardsville woman, 22, was charged March 15 with fail-
ure to appear in the General District Court.

A Farnham man, 32, was charged March 16 with failure to 
appear in the General District Court.

A Callao man, 32, was charged March 18 with assault and bat-
tery of a family or household member.

A Callao man, 46, was charged March 18 with assault and bat-
tery of a family or household member, brandishing a fi rearm, 
reckless handling of a fi rearm, and discharging a fi rearm across 
a road or street.

A man, 51, was charged March 18 with a second offense within 
fi ve years of driving while intoxicated, and with a blood-alcohol 
level greater than twice the legal limit.

A Weems man, 25, was charged March 19 on a Lancaster 
County warrant with destruction of property.

A Lottsburg man, 47, was charged March 20 with trespassing 
on private property after being forbidden to do so.

LANCASTER 
COUNTY 

CRIME 
SOLVERS

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com



Kilmarnock • Virginia         RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD  March 25, 2010 •  A5

Prices effective through April 2, 2010–While supplies last.

161 Technology Park Drive ·  Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482    •     Off Harris Road between Route 3 and DMV Drive 
 [804] 435-7777  ·   TOLL FREE  800-448-4505

Lawn & Garden Supplies • Wildlife Feed & Supplies • Erosion & Drainage Products • PVC Pipe Fittings • Concrete Supplies • Grass Seed & Fertilizers

Pelletized
Lime 40 lb Bag

Regularly        $3.98
Now          $2.99

Prosessional Grade
Spring Fertilizer

16-4-8-2
7,000 SF

Kentucky 31
Tall Fescue
50 lb Bag

Falcon
Fescue

50 lb Bag

Regularly      $12.99

Now  $11.49

$28.99 $49.99

Broadleaf Weed Control
w/Turf Food

16-0-8
12,000 SF

   Regularly    $28.49
   Now  $24.47

15-0-2 35% SCU
Crabgrass Control

14,000 SF

Knock Out Roses     Blueberry Bushes     Fruit Trees     Garden Seed

Fountains     Furniture     Torches     Lots of New Products

Rain Barrels and
Composters

20% off

Regularly    $29.99
Now   $26.99

BON SECOURS
MEMORIAL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

340-BABY (2229)
www.bonsecoursforwomen.com

More value when you
need it most.

Bon Secours’ Safe & Sound is a comprehensive program that helps
new families with everything from
financial assistance and parenting
classes to discounts and online
health resources. Safe & Sound
gives you the best possible start for
birth and parenting, including:

• Baby Club coupons for hundreds of dollars in savings at local retailers

• Discounts with the best private instructors in Central Virginia

• Special savings and a free Parent Advice Line 
from Commonwealth Parenting

•Dozens of Love and Learn Birth and Parenting classes 
every month including:
- Congratulations! You’re Pregnant!
- First Steps for Fathers
- Newborn Nuances

safe&sound

Visit Any of Our Affiliated Healthcare Providers

Zvonko Spasic, MD
Dominion

Women’s Health
730-0800

Karen Wharton, MD
Bon Secours

Neonatology Services

Kimberly Galgano, MD
Virginia 

Women’s Center
288-4084

Rodrick Love, MD
Perinatologist, Virginia 

Women’s Center
288-4084
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n Absentee voting

For upcoming town elec-
tions, Tuesday, April 27, is the 
last day an absentee ballot can 
be mailed. Saturday, May 1, is 
the last day for this election 
on which qualified applicants 
may vote absentee ballots in 
person.

In addition to regular office 
hours, the Lancaster County 
Voter Registration Office 
located at 8694 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster, VA 22503 
will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. May 1 for the convenience 
of registered voters who need 
to vote by absentee ballot.

n Register to vote
Monday, April 12, is the last 

day to register to vote in town 
elections Tuesday, May 4. Those 
who have not registered may do 
so at the Voter Registrar Office 
or a Designated State Voter 
Registration Agency, such as 
the Virginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles or the Depart-
ment of Social Services.

Those who have recently 

n Volunteers needed
Lancaster-Northumberland 

Habitat for Humanity vol-
unteers and organizers have 
resumed a steady work sched-
ule on a 12th house. Volunteers 
are needed on Tuesdays from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to noon.

The house is on Pond Park 
Road. For directions, call 
435-3461, or visit LNHabitat.
org.  

NEWS BREAK

Ellen Yackel visited the Northern Neck Rotary Club and 
announced the opening of a thrift shop on Route 3 in Warsaw, 

the proceeds from which will benefit The Haven Shelter.
The shelter provides safety, support and solutions for victims 

of physical and sexual abuse in the Northern Neck. Yackel said 
recent budget cuts at all levels of government to aid such victims 
and increasing demand on potential donors from many worthy 
charities led to the thrift shop  as a new source of support.

Direct victim services include a 24-hour emergency shelter 
with a capacity to take in 24 victims and remove them from dan-
gerous situations. Individual support and crisis intervention is 
provided, Yackel said. 

Currently the victims of sexual assault include 81 adults and 
29 children; the victims of domestic abuse  number 224 cases of 
which 63 are children, in the four counties served by The Haven. 

Prevention is an important part of The Haven’s work. Work-
shops on building strong relationships for adults, healthy relation-
ships for middle and high school children, advocacy for women 
through court or community agencies, and agency-specific train-
ing on domestic violence and sexual assault issues are offered, 
Yackel said. 

It is important for children to see a healthy relationship if the 
cycle is to be broken, she said. Children witness and then act out 
in later life the relationships modeled in their youth. 

The Haven operates a victim’s hotline 24-hours a day at 
1-800-224-2836. 

Volunteers are needed as is support from individuals and orga-
nizations such as the Northern Neck Rotary Charitable Trust.

The Northern Neck Rotary Club meets at 7:30 a.m. Wednes-
days at Lee’s Restaurant in Kilmarnock for breakfast and a pro-
gram.

K I L M A R N O C K — O n 
January 12, a series of earth-
quakes ranging from magni-
tude 6.5 to 7.3 struck Haiti.

American Red Cross staff 
already on the ground before 
these devastating events 
occurred sprang into action 
in support of the Haitian 
Red Cross and its volunteers, 

according to River Counties 
Chapter executive director 
Julie Dudley.

 In the days following the 
earthquakes, the American 
Red Cross deployed an addi-
tional 100 disaster relief 
experts to Haiti where they 
joined 500 Red Crossers from 
30 nations around the world, 

said Dudley.
The members of the West-

moreland Weavers of the 
Word Storyteller’s Guild col-
lected a total of $800 for the 
Haiti’s Disaster Relief Fund 
for their February’s Black 
History Volunteers endeavors 
project.

Guild secretary Linda G. 

Ward, and president and 
founder Daisy Howard-
Douglas, recently presented 
a check to Dudley.

The guild also thanked 
friends, neighbors and mem-
bers of the various audiences 
where they performed for 
their generous support, said 
Dudley. 

registered to vote and have not 
received an official voter reg-
istration card, are urged to call 
the Voter Registrar by April 
12. In Lancaster County, call 
462-5277. In Northumberland, 
call 580-4655.

Yackel addresses club
regarding The Haven

Storytellers present donation to Red Cross
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Three hundred and seventy-six years ago 
today the two small English ships, the Ark 

and the Dove, sailed up the Potomac River 
and landed on what they called Saint Clem-
ent’s Island, thereby establishing the colony 
of Maryland, which they named for Queen 
Henrietta Marie, the consort of King Charles 
I. As the political structures of the colonies of 
Maryland and Virginia came into being and 
the border by charter became the south shore 
of the river, a long history of dispute between 
the two parties began.

The settlement of the Northern Neck played 
a critical role in the evolution of events. The 
Virginia colonists had stopped moving north 
at the Rappahannock River, but in fear that the 
Neck would ultimately become Maryland’s, 
on October 12, 1648, the Grand Assembly 
meeting at Jamestown established the entirety 
of the Northern Neck as Northumberland 
County. For a few years, places that one day 
would bear the names of Arlington, Fairfax, 
Loudoun, and Spotsylvania all were part of 
Northumberland County.

The Potomac as a border river has wit-
nessed many periods of dissention between 
the two parties on its opposite shores. In the 
steamboat days relations were at their best 
due largely to the interdependent commerce 

and the poor means of transportation from 
the Northern Neck to other parts of Virginia. 
Because of the steamboats, the Neck looked 
to Baltimore as its commercial hub, but after 
the building of roads and especially bridges, 
the economic dependency waned, but the lore 
of Baltimore remained. 
Particularly in the sporting 
arena, folks in the North-
ern Neck made Baltimore 
teams, the Colts and the 
Orioles, the beneficiaries 
of their rooting. Redskins 
mania is of more recent 
origin.

The decade of the 1950s 
was the most turbulent 
time between Maryland 
and Virginia. In 1950, 
gambling on piers at Colo-
nial Beach produced the 
first serious conflict. The 
realization that by build-
ing a pier out into the Potomac beyond the 
mean low water mark made possible walking 
into Maryland territory opened up the abil-
ity to play slot machines without setting foot 
on Maryland terra firma. The Conner broth-
ers from West Virginia operated their casinos 

from which the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
which outlawed gambling, received not a 
dime of tax revenue.  

Ultimately, under pressure, Maryland 
enacted legislation that required any gam-
bling establishment to be accessible by foot 

from Maryland soil. 
The artificial boom that 
Colonial Beach and 
other gambling pier 
locations experienced 
lasted many years, but 
the more serious dis-
pute was yet to come. 
Because of the south 
shore border, most 
Potomac River oysters 
were in Maryland. The 
oyster was the primary 
product of the river, 
being followed by the 
crab and rockfish.  

Over 2,000 years 
ago, the native peoples harvested the oysters, 
shucked them, and made piles of their shells 
along the shorelines of southern Maryland. 
Those remnants still are quite visible, histori-
cal pylons of the pre-colonial period. In the 
1950s, Virginia watermen, principally operat-

ing out of Colonial Beach, but needing Mary-
land licenses, came into direct conflict with 
the Maryland patrol boats.

Berkeley Muse from Oak Grove in West-
moreland County was a popular farmer and 
developer who was shot and killed by Mary-
land patrols while oystering. His death in 
1959 inflamed the Northern Neck in hostility 
towards Maryland, especially as the Mary-
land patrol might have fired while he was in 
Virginia waters. The ensuing struggles came 
to be known as the Oyster Wars.

As the tributaries and shallow waters of the 
Potomac belonged to Virginia, the Common-
wealth Commission of Fisheries, the former 
name of the Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission, had jurisdiction over them. Finally, 
the two governments came to agreement 
and formed the Potomac River Commission, 
headquartered in Colonial Beach, the loca-
tion of which was a gesture of goodwill on 
Maryland’s part.

In essence, the saga began 376 years ago 
today when the Catholic colonists seeking 
religious freedom sailed their ships up the 
Potomac. The present period represents one 
of the most peaceful in relations between the 
two former colonies. Long may it be so.  

Happy Maryland Day!

The realization that by 
building a pier out into the 
Potomac beyond the mean 
low water mark made pos-
sible walking into Maryland 
territory opened up the 
ability to play slot machines 
without setting foot on 
Maryland terra firma. 

Focal Point

Spring gardens

Photo by Master Gardener Kathy Powell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Spring’s arrival last Saturday 
was colorful.

As Charles Dickens would 
say, “It was one of those March 
days when the sun shines hot 
and wind blows cold; when it is 
summer in the light, and winter 
in the shade.”

Among the more impressive 
things about springtime are the 
many colors the season brings 
to light.

A lot has been said about 
the colors of autumn, but what 
about spring?

Robin Williams says, “Spring 
is nature’s way of saying, ‘Let’s 
party!’”

That’s pretty colorful, but it 
misses the mark.

“Springtime is the land awak-
ening. The March winds are the 
morning yawn,” Lewis Grizzard 
expresses in Kathy Sue Louder-
milk, I Love You.

Maybe it’s me. Maybe I didn’t 
do enough research, but I can’t 
seem to find much in writing 
regarding the colors of spring.

“Everything is blooming 
most recklessly; if it were voices 
instead of colors, there would be 
an unbelievable shrieking into 
the heart of the night,” writes 
Rainer Maria Rilke in Letters of 
Rainer Maria Rilke.

And, “April prepares her 
green traffic light and the world 
thinks Go,” writes Christopher 
Morley in John Mistletoe.

Virgil A. Kraft hints at what 
I’m talking about: “Spring 
shows what God can do with a 
drab and dirty world.”

L.H. Bailey is on the right 
track with “Yesterday the twig 
was brown and bare; Today the 
glint of green is there...”

Here’s a little exercise. Think 
spring, think green and think a 
big box of crayons. Crayola® 
even has “spring green” and 
“spring frost” crayons.

Close your eyes and think 
of the many shades of green, 
from an “emerald” lawn to the 
“olive” shoots of the jonquils 
and the “metallic seaweed” 
leaves of the camellia. See 
green.

Think of all the reds, oranges, 
yellows, greens, blues, indigos 
and violets nature has to offer in 
all its vivid glory. Think sunrise 
over the Potomac or sunset over 
the Rappahannock.

Crayola® crayons come 
in some 120 core colors, 13 
retired colors, and more if you 
count the specialty collections. 
The company claims to have 
introduced some 400 different 
crayon colors since 1903.

Yet, the leading crayon maker 
has nothing on the many hues 
found in nature. Think iris, the 
popular spring blooming plant. 
I don’t know how many colors 
are represented in the genus of 
200 to 300 species. It takes its 
name from the Greek word for 
rainbow, speaking of a variety 
of colors.

For every new color Cray-
ola® can give a wax stick, God 
can match, raise and call ‘em 
with iris.

Without the light of day, 
there would be no color and no 
crayons.

“And God said, let there be 
light: and there was light.” And 
springtime colors.

Be thankful. Spring is here.

On Sunday, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed the Senate 
version of the healthcare reform 
bill, 219 to 212. Instead of this 
moment being a time for cel-
ebration of bipartisanship and 
reform, it’s come to represent 
what folks deeply resent about 
Washington.

The months leading up to this 
day ignored the legislative pro-
cess of holding hearings on the 
proposed healthcare reform by 
writing this bill  entirely behind 
closed doors. This left the Amer-
ican people out of the room 
where decisions were made on 
an issue which affects each and 
every one of us. Employing this 
method has given us unsavory 
deals and shady transactions as 
opposed to an open and fair pro-
cess that we should expect from 
our public servants.

 The cost of this legislation is 
truly troubling. The Congressio-
nal Budget Office estimates the 
bill will cost $940 billion over 
the next 10 years. We’ve learned 
the bill includes $569.2 billion 
in tax increases, $463 billion in 
Medicare cuts, $123 billion in 
diverted annual revenues from 
Social Security and long-term 
care insurance, and $114 bil-
lion in unaccounted additional 
annual spending to operate the 
bill’s required new programs.

 Federal spending will 
increase and funds from Social 
Security and long-term care 
will be used to make up the 
difference. The federal deficit 
is already expected to exceed 
$700 billion every year over the 
next decade, in the process dou-
bling the national debt to over 
$20 trillion. By 2020, the annual 
national debt is projected to be 
$1.2 trillion, of which $900 bil-
lion alone is interest on the prior 
debt. At a time when our deficits 
are ballooning, we can hardly 
afford this type of monumental 
spending.

The bill raises taxes on 
unearned income which 
includes: dividends, inter-

est, passive business income 
and capital gains.  Economists 
across the spectrum agree that 
raising taxes in a recession will 
have detrimental effects on any 
sort of recovery. Similarly, this 
legislation would also raise $52 
billion in new taxes on employ-
ers, hitting our small businesses 
while they continue to struggle 
in this economic climate.

A small-business owner told 
me this year, “Rob, the tax 
increases from this bill would 
wipe out my profit margin. I’ll 
have to either decrease employee 
hours, lay off people, or shut my 
doors.”  That’s not the kind of 
choice we should be forcing on 
anyone, especially small busi-
nesses which account for 70 
percent of the new jobs created 
each year.

 The proposed legislation 
does not recognize all of the 
healthcare plans now offered to 
service members, veterans and 
their dependents as “accept-
able coverage” or “minimum 
essential coverage” as required 
by the bill’s mandate that every 
individual have insurance cover-
age. The First District is home 
to tens of thousands of veterans 
and their families, as well as a 
number of military installations. 
They will be at risk of having 
their insurance plans being 
deemed “unacceptable” and 
therefore have to purchase sup-
plemental insurance, or obtain 
new plans altogether.

 For those reasons I voted 
against the bill on the floor 
Sunday evening. That does not 
mean, though, that I’m against 
healthcare reform. We abso-
lutely must have true reform 
that decreases costs, increases 
access and portability, and is put 
together through a transparent 
process. The American people 
expected more from their leg-
islators and unfortunately are 
going to be left with increased 
taxes and government con-
trol, instead of the reform they 
deserve.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

I have been a longtime public 
education teacher in Northum-
berland County who is within a 
couple years of retirement.

Retirement figures are based 
upon the three highest years of 
one’s salary. Therefore, now is 
the time for me to be concerned 
about the money I am making.  
Due to where I am on the salary 
scale, I have not received a pay 
raise for three years.  I am due 
one this coming year; yet, our 
superintendent, at the past 
school board meeting dealing 
with the 2010-11 budget, has 
suggested a one percent pay cut 
for teachers. 

I have brought this to his 
attention and now I want to 
bring it to yours. The budget 
crisis is one of Northumberland 
County, not one of the teach-
ers of the county.  We are not 
losing money because of any-
thing that I, or any of the other 
teachers, have done.  Our test 
scores are high.  Many of our 
students are going ahead with 
their education.  

This is a county problem that 
needs to be addressed by all 
the residents of Northumber-
land County, not by the small 
number of Northumberland 
County public school teach-
ers.  Many residents were at the 
public hearing, but many more 
need to contact the board of 
supervisors in support of their 
children’s teachers.  Others 
need to support the teachers 
simply for the job that we do.

 Rick Lockhart, 
NMS sixth-grade teacher,

Kilmarnock

Support the teachers

In a recent letter to the editor, 
the writer states the new health 
care reform is ruining our 
economy and that the country’s 
leadership is not doing its job. 
For this country to be success-
ful and push past these hard 
times, citizens need to listen to 
each others’ comments and not 
be too quick to disagree.

The major health care reform 
is not to try and ruin the econ-
omy and destroy the country, 
but to try and make everyone 
have equal health insurance. 
The reconciliation bill is to help 
low- and middle-class Ameri-
cans purchase health insurance. 
The reform is scaling back the 
tax on high-cost health insur-
ance so there is more money 
that can go to states to help the 
poor and disabled. The presi-
dent is doing what he thinks is 
right to make this country as 
equal as possible.

When we became the United 
States of America, one of our 
ideals was equality for all. 
Throughout our history we 
have not been living up to that. 
Slavery, women’s rights, and 
the ability to vote are a few 
examples of how this country 
has not been equal for all. 

To what extent are we as 
Americans willing to live up 
to that ideal of equality? Are 
we too caught up in how our 
economy is doing instead of 
worrying about what we rep-
resent as a country? There are 
many ways for us as citizens to 
improve our economy and this 
health care reform is not the 
largest part.

As we make our decisions, 
I hope we make the right ones 

Health care reform

and remember what we rep-
resent as a country and what 
our roots are. These decisions 
are going to decide our future 
as a country and I believe our 
leaders realize that and they 
are doing their best to make it 
a great future for all.

Alec Faulkner,
Irvington

A historic vote took place 
Sunday, March 21. The vote 
on the National Health Care 
Reform was called by President 
Obama using political methods 
being questioned by a lot of 
legal and political figures.

A new Rasmussen Poll 
reports a national telephone 
survey that finds 43 percent 
were in favor of the health 
care plan proposed by Presi-
dent Obama and congressional 
Democrats, while 53 percent 
opposed it. The findings also 
included statistics that showed 
23 percent who strongly favored 
the plan as well as 46 percent 
who strongly opposed it. Also, 
a new Wall Street Journal/NBC 
poll indicates that 48 percent of 
voters considered the bill a bad 
idea and 36 percent called it a 
good idea.

So, the question is, “What?” 
How can you go against the 
wishes of the people? In the 
past, in some cases, history 
says we will develop a third 
party that will remove the folks 
presently in charge. Many 
are saying that the country is 
divided worse than ever before 
in our history. If Hamilton could 
have survived his duel against 
his party rival, Aaron Burr, they 
probably would have given you 
a heated argument on just how 
bad it will get. In case you are 
unsure of what I am talking 
about, Alexander Hamilton and 
Aaron Burr dueled because of 
their disagreements. 

Anyway, the Tea Party is 
growing in numbers and power. 
They are very reminiscent of 
the previous third parties over 
the course of history. Now 
that the vote is over, I think 
many people will be asking 
one another for a long time; 
“What were they thinking?” 
As I asked before, do we have 
democracy?

Jackson Neal,
Christchurch School

Do we have 
democracy?

A question nagging me is 
how to explain the insistence 
of Obama and his support-
ers upon destroying the U.S. 
economy and a functioning, 
improvable health care system.

All of this over a health care 
bill that 60 percent do not want 
and 80 percent do not need.  
Elitism, resentment and arro-
gance may  provide clues.

Elitism, a belief by Obama 
and his chosen ones that they 
have the education and cultural 
background that enable them 
to decide how we, the lesser 
endowed, should live our lives, 
receive or not receive our med-
ical care, how much money we 
should have, what cars to drive, 
how we educate our children 
and to pick winners and losers.

Resentment of the elite that 
some in the private sector, be 
they corporate executives, 
small-business operators, con-

This explains it

tractors and professionals, may 
live as well as or better than 
the deserving few, who after all 
nobly dedicate themselves to 
ensuring that we live according 
to their standards, like them or 
not.

Arrogance  as in that we of 
the lesser classes with purely 
selfish motives dare to ques-
tion the wisdom of the elite, 
and object to paying for their 
high-minded-actions on our 
behalf.

Apparently, we must be made 
to see the light. Or else?

William A Marks,
Kilmarnock

I take issue with a recent letter 
opposing nuclear electric power 
generation.  

First, Vermont Yankee recently 
has had some tritium leakage, but 
it has not resulted in documented 
injury. It employs a Boiled Water 
Reactor (BWR) wherein the cool-
ant in the core turns to steam and 
goes to the turbines. Any hydro-
gen produced will also go there 
and can contain tritium in very 
small amounts. In today’s Pres-
surized Water Reactors (PWR) 
the coolant is a closed cycle and 
so any hydrogen produced stays 
in the cooling cycle.

Second, numerous analyses 
have shown that the total life-
cycle emission of CO2 from a 
nuclear power plant is compa-
rable to that from windmills, 
solar power, and hydropower. 
And savings from coal and gas-
fired plants are immense. And 
the costs and CO2 release for 
construction and decommis-
sion are spread over at least 40 
years, with many power reactors 
receiving a permit extension to 
another 20 years (not 15 years as 
indicated in the letter).

Third, bills in both the House 
and Senate to reduce carbon 
emissions by 83 percent in 2050 
have led the EPA and the Energy 
Information Administration to 
conduct studies concluding that 
the U.S. would require 96 giga-
watts of new nuclear power by 
2030 (70 new reactors). Besides 
coal and gas, no technology exists 
which can meet the demand for 
baseload electricity in the U.S.

Finally, waste from nuclear 
power plants is stored at the 
nation’s nuclear power plants 
in steel-lined, concrete pools 
or basins filled with water or in 
massive, airtight steel or con-
crete-and-steel canisters. It has 
been safely handled for the last 
60 years. Eventually, the govern-
ment will recycle it and place the 
unusable end products in a deep 
geologic repository. This is a 
policy issue, not a technical one.  

There are many detractors for 
nuclear power, but for most of 
this century it promises to pro-
vide the baseload for the devel-
oped world while minimizing 
generation of greenhouse gases.  
It is true that at some point, the 
world will run out of uranium, 
just as it will run out of germa-
nium for solar cells. To keep 
nuclear power generated in the 
future, we can turn to reprocess-
ing of spent fuel. That’s why the 
nuclear waste of today should be 
accessible tomorrow.

Sam Marshall,
White Stone

Nuclear electric
power generation
further explained
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Official VOting infOrmatiOn
The Constitution of Virginia requires that you be regis-
tered in the precinct in which you live in order to be quali-
fied to vote. In order to be eligible to vote in the Town 
Elections to be held on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 and you are 
not a registered voter, you may register in person at your 
local Voter Registration Office or Designated State Voter 
Registration Agency (i.e. DMV, Department of Social 
Services, Department of Health etc.) no later than the 
normal close of business of that agency on Monday, April 
12, 2010.  If you have recently registered to vote by means 
other than at the local Office of the General Registrar 
and have not received an official voter registration card, 
please call our office at the number shown below before 
April 12, 2010.   No changes or additions may be made to 
the voter registration records after this date for the May 
Town Elections.
 
Tuesday, April 27, 2010 is the last day on which an ab-
sentee ballot can be mailed. Saturday, May 1, 2010 is the 
LAST DAY for this election on which qualified appli-
cants may vote absentee ballots in person.   In addition to 
regular office hours, the Lancaster County Voter Registra-
tion Office located at 8694 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, 
VA 22503 will be open Saturday, May 1st  from 9:00 AM 
TO 5:00 PM for the convenience of registered voters who 
need to vote by absentee ballot.
 
Please call 462-5277 should you have any questions.

We conduct Estate Sales
We take quality consignment

We do appraisals
We buy and sell coins

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street (across from the school)

Kilmarnock, VA
www.virginia-antiques.com

804-435-1207 or 1-800-497-0083

Living Shoreline Workshops 
at Longwood University’s Hull Springs Farm 

in Westmoreland County
Addressing Shoreline Erosion with Environmentally-friendly Methods
Friday, April 9, 2010 12-5:30 p.m.:  A Workshop for    
  Shoreline Contractors and Project Designers
Saturday, April 10, 2010 9:00 a.m.-12:30:  A Workshop for   
  Property Owners, Wetland Board Members, 
  and Local Government Officials

The workshops are funded in part by the Chesapeake Bay 
Restoration Fund.  The lead speaker is Karen Duhring, Shoreline 

Advisory Specialist at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS).

Registration of $15 includes a light lunch and training materials.
Please visit the website for the agenda for each workshop, more 

details and registration form: www.longwood.edu/hullspringsfarm.  
Or call or email: Hull Springs Farm at (804)472-2621 

hullspringsfarm@longwood.edu 
Limited enrollment – sign up today!

The president and his 
enablers in the Democrat lead-
ership have repeatedly told us 
that the healthcare reform bill 
they want will not result in the 
rationing of healthcare.

Repeatedly in my practice of 
family medicine in Richmond, 
I saw medically recommended 
service rejected by the Medi-
care administration. In spite 

Attending the Reagan Day Dinner
The Reagan Day Dinner, sponsored by the Lancaster County Republican Committee March 21 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club, attracted some 200 guests. From left are (front row) Craig Shirley, author of 
Rendezvous with Destiny, a book on Ronald Reagan’s presidential campaign; Joan Blackstone, chairman of the 
Lancaster County Republican Committee; and Kathryn Wittman, wife of Rep. Rob Wittman who was absent 
due to votes on the health care bill in the House of Representatives; (next row) former Governor and U.S. 
Senator George Allen, and Al Regnery, editor of The American Spectator. Shirley, Allen and Regnery spoke at 
the dinner.

As all are aware, our nation 
has been faced with a dra-

matic economic downturn that 
has affected the incomes of 
most individuals, the profits of 
businesses, and the tax revenue 
available to local and state gov-
ernments. One 
of the beautiful 
aspects of the 
Northern Neck 
and Northumber-
land County is 
that, on our peninsula, we are 
often isolated from many of the 
world’s problems, but unfor-
tunately this was not the case 
with the current recession.

Due to reductions in avail-
able state funds for education, 
we are forced to make difficult 
decisions and are working 
to balance the needs of our 
students with the current eco-
nomic reality. One thing that 
is making this more difficult 
is that our school division has 
not had a significant increase 
in our operating budget during 
the past three years. Our 
budget for the 2007-08 school 
year was $15,631,509, for 
2008-09 it was $15,631,509, 
and for the current year it is 
$15,644,929.

For the coming school year 
we anticipate our state and 
federal funds to be reduced by 

$894,803. Given this short-
fall, we have had to look at all 
programs and positions that 
are not required and deter-
mine if we have local support 
for them. We were pleased 
with the great turnout at our 
public hearing on the budget, 
which was attended by over 
200 citizens. In this meeting 

it was made clear 
the citizens want 
us to maintain our 
current level of ser-
vices to students, 
and programs 

such as JROTC and our Pre-
Kindergarten program should 
be preserved.

I know it created apprehen-
sion and concern in the com-
munity when we announced 
programs and positions that we 
might have had to eliminate if 
we did not receive additional 
local funds. It was my belief 
that the community could only 
provide effective input into this 
process if they knew how the 
cuts from the state level could 
affect us.

As a result of the input, the 
budget I will recommend to the 
school board for consideration  
Monday, March 29, will call 
for a total decrease in spend-
ing of $417,325. It will keep in 
place the programs and posi-
tions that so many community 
members came out to support.

The $417,325 reduction in 

the budget has been achieved 
through the attrition of posi-
tions with five staff members 
retiring or resigning, a reduc-
tion in a position as a result 
of enrollment changes, cost 
reductions in our regional 
programs, elimination of an 
administrative position, and 
a reduction in some coaching 
and activities supplements. 
With these cuts, our budget for 
the 2010-11 school year will 
be $404,105 lower than the 
budget we operated with four 
years ago.

These cuts will not address 
all the decreases in state and 
federal funds we face and 
would require an increase in 
county funds of $535,901. A 
two-cent tax increase by the 
county will generate enough 
revenue to address the shortfall 
for the current school year.

The average property owner 
in Northumberland County 
would see an increase of $28 
per year if this tax increase is 
implemented. The cost to an 
individual with property valued 
at $1 million would be $200 
per year or 55 cents per day. 
Even with this tax increase, our  
county will continue to have 
a tax rate that is in the bottom 
10 percent of the localities in 
Virginia. I hope that our com-
munity will be willing to do 
this for our children and school 
division.

Justifying a proposed tax increase
by Northumberland School 

Superintendent Clint Stables

Community
Comments

As this legislative session has 
come to a close, the last few 
weeks dealt with adopting a bal-
anced state biennial budget for 
2011 and 2012.  Unfortunately, 
it was a budget that I could not 
support.  

Along with the budget, we 
viewed almost 3,000 pieces of 
legislation.  I had 15 fairly sub-
stantive bills that passed the Gen-
eral Assembly this year from leg-
islation to help special needs chil-
dren to bills ensuring the stability 
of our menhaden fishery.

The most notable was one to 
increase the fee for civil litigation. 
Many of you have heard much 
about this and it was a sticking 
point in the budget negotiations. 
The bill increases the filing fee 
for people who want to sue each 
other for personal injury or other 
civil litigation.

The bill was premised on the 
theory that taxpayers should not 
subsidize people who want to 
sue each other for personal injury 
and that they should have to fund 
the process themselves. This bill 
amounted to real tort reform 
simply because if it costs more to 
file a law suit to sue for personal 
injury, people with frivolous suits 
will stop filing them.

The bill was successfully used 
to fund the sheriffs’ offices and 
the Commonwealth’s attorneys. 
Of that, I am very proud.  

The biennial budget that was 
adopted gave me great concern 
in several respects. First, the Gen-
eral Assembly is not honoring its 
responsibility toward the Virginia 
Retirement System. The General 
Assembly chose not to pay two 
years worth of payments to the 
Virginia Retirement System that 
will total about $620 million. This 
amount will then be amortized 
over 10 years, which multiplies 
our burden, and I believe it could 
potentially jeopardize our AAA 
bond rating. The ability to repay 
is based on an assumption that the 
stock market will perform at 7.5 
to 8 percent each year going for-
ward and that our revenue receipts 
for the state will be approximately 
4.5 percent  in 2011 and 5.5 per-
cent in 2012.

To me, this is just too much of 
a gamble and there are too many 
risks with going forward with 
this theory. I simply believe this 
is imprudent fiscal policy and I 
could not support it.

We eliminated a manufacturer’s 
deduction, which saved the state 
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Healthcare 
rationing

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Richard Stuart 

Civility on the radar
 As the elected representative for approximately 77,700 different 

people, I inevitably get letters asking me to support legislation which 
I oppose. As an elected official, I can either, a) not reply, b) give an 
evasive reply, or c) tackle the issue.

Since I believe it is best to take option “c,” I sometimes get, well, 
terse replies. However, there was some civility on the radar concerning 
my vote against HB 674 which would have legalized radar detectors in 
Virginia. The bill was defeated on the House floor, 38 “yes,” 61” no.”  

It is a pleasure to know that civil discourse still exists. I have altered 
the name and location of the constituent who wrote me out of cour-
tesy.

Mr. Pollard,
My name is John Smith and I live at 111 Smith Drive in King 

George, Va.  I would like to request that my decision to support HB 
674 be taken into consideration. Thank you for your service and your 
time.  

John Smith
 
 Dear Mr. Smith,  
Thank you for contacting me to express your support for HB674.   It’s 

never fun to let a constitute know that I did not vote the way they 
wanted on a measure, but I did not support this legislation.

While Virginia is the one state remaining to ban radar detectors, I 
feel that the ban is appropriate. Quite simply, radar detectors are owned 
and operated for the purpose of evading the law.

Furthermore, the Virginia Sheriff’s Association and State Police 
Association opposed the measure. I noticed from visiting your website 
that you are a veteran and I give extra weight to veterans on veterans’ 
issues. Similarly, I give extra weight to sheriffs and state police on law 
enforcement issues.

While we do not agree on this bill, I hope you will continue to con-
tact me with your thoughts and concerns on matters before the Com-
monwealth.   Thank you,

Albert Pollard 
 
 Dear Mr. Pollard, 
 While our opinions are not the same on ability to utilize, I would 

not try to rationalize your opinion. While I do agree that the use of 
radar detectors is for the purpose of identifying radar zones, my opin-
ion is solely based on freedom and rights to pursue. We don’t need a 
debate of factual evidence on safety concerns, which will end up with 
us having the same opinions.

Your response is highly regarded due to the fact of standing for your 
beliefs and stating them. In the political world today that is uncom-
mon, very uncommon to say the least. Way too often politicians make 
statements to the crowds they are in front of. Most do not have the 
intestinal fortitude to even consider sending the response. For that, I 
am very grateful.

Thanks for your time and your service to the Commonwealth.
John Smith.

some money, but it is a disincen-
tive to manufacturers in Virginia. 
With the type of recession, it 
appears that manufacturing jobs 
could be one of the best ways to 
recover. So, I could not support 
anything that was a disincentive 
to manufacturing.

We also shifted financial bur-
dens to localities. This puts the 
localities in the position of trying 
to figure out how they are going 
to come up with the money to do 
certain things for which the state 
had previously provided revenue.

There were very tough deci-
sions to make. While I think there 
was much progress made in the 
budget, I think there was more 
to be made and it was a budget 
I simply could not support for 
those reasons and others.

We were, however, able to 
restore money to K-12 that Gov. 
Kaine had previously cut. I think 
we probably could have found 

more money for education if we 
had spent a little more time and 
worked a little harder.

At any rate, the budget has been 
adopted and we now await the 
reconvened session April 21. At 
that time, the governor will send 
down his amendments to any of 
the bills that passed the General 
Assembly, or veto any legislation 
that he believes is inappropriate.

I was very impressed with the 
efforts of Gov. Bob McDowell 
and his leadership reaching all 
members of the General Assem-
bly, Republicans and Democrats, 
to solve the state’s problems. I 
believe  this is the sign of true 
leadership. He did not try to 
make issues partisan. He did not 
choose Republicans over Demo-
crats to carry legislation. He 
simply worked with all members. 
Although I didn’t agree with the 
budget, I am proud of his leader-
ship in such a bipartisan fashion.

of indentured servitude (by 
law, an annual 4.9 percent 
reduction in already low reim-
bursement fees and private 
contracts with patients pun-
ishable by significant fines) 
doctors by and large contin-
ued to serve their patients.

A specific example of 
rationing comes to mind. 
Some years ago, an elderly 
person died in the hospital of 
unknown causes. The doctor 
recommended an autopsy and 
the family agreed as the find-
ings could have had impor-
tant implications for the 
health of the offspring. Medi-
care refused, “deeming” the 
autopsy was not “medically 
necessary.”

The family paid for the ser-
vice out of pocket. The autopsy 
showed the cause of death, a 
deadly condition that tends to 
recur in following generations. 
The family was notified and 
their doctors followed up in 

a medically appropriate fash-
ion. The doctor who entered 
into the private contract was 
not fined because the autopsy 
was not a Medicare “covered” 
service.

Consider now in this 
“reform” bill before the Con-
gress that there will be, by 
various reports, between 400 
and 1,700 new federal agen-
cies, boards and committees 
to make decisions about our 
healthcare. Further consider 
the disastrous effect the reduc-
tion of $500 billion in fund-
ing. Consider that one third of 
doctors have announced their 
retirement if it passes and that 
it will expand access to 30 mil-
lion new patients. How can it 
not cause rationing? It’s never 
too late to call your Congres-
sional representatives.

Ed Zakaib, M.D.,
Irvington

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

As I write this, the news is 
of the House passing Obama’s 
Health Care Bill without a 
single Republican vote. It has 
been a long and contentious 
struggle with misstatements 
and downright lies poisoning 
the debate.

Immediately there was talk 
of repeal from the G.O.P. Once 
the public learns some of the 
bill’s provisions that may not 
be so easy. One provision elim-
inates the “doughnut hole” in 
Bush’s Medicare Part D which 
would save seniors money for 
prescription drugs. The bill 
would also prevent insurance 
companies from rescinding 
one’s policy for a “pre-exist-
ing” condition. Another would 
make it possible for parents to 
carry their children up to 26 
years old on their insurance 
policy.

HEW Secretary Sebelius 
said, “What’s been going on for 
the better part of the year is a 
lot of attempts to confuse and 
scare Americans.” Sebelius said 
people “will be happy” with 
the legislation once they learn 
more about how it changes the 
rules governing how insurance 
companies operate.”

Now the bill must go to the 
Senate and the G.O.P. is plan-
ning a major assault to kill it. 
It’s a pity that current Republi-
cans choose to ignore the ambi-
tions of previous G.O.P. presi-
dents like Richard Nixon, the 
first George Bush and Teddy 
Roosevelt who wanted to see 
the U.S. healthcare industry 
made more humane.

David Frum, former speech-
writer for George W. Bush, con-
siders this bill to be a crushing 
defeat for the G.O.P. He said, 
“We followed the most radi-
cal voices in the party and the 
movement, and they led us to 
abject and irreversible defeat.”

So we can now expect a bliz-
zard of new attack ads and 
criticisms to show up on our 
TV screen. The health insur-
ance industry and the G.O.P. 
will spare no expense to con-
fuse, obfuscate and distort 
the truths in this legislation in 
their efforts to maintain their 

Bye-bye Limbaugh exorbitant profits. I read where 
healthcare stocks went up yes-
terday forecasting even higher 
costs and profits for the indus-
try in the near future.

Finally, one of the biggest 
benefits of all if health care 
passes, if he keeps his promise, 
it may mean that Rush Lim-
baugh will be moving to Costa 
Rica.

Frank Mann
Lancaster
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Easter Brunch

Sunday April 4, 2010
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Cold Food Selection
House Smoked Seafood Display with Traditional 

Accompaniments
Fresh Fruit Station with Mango –Mint Yogurt Dip

Bay Shrimp and pasta Salad with Basil Vinaigrette 
Imported and Domestic Cheese Display, 

Sliced Brie and Summer Sausages
Old Bay Boiled Shrimp

Mixed Spring Greens Salad Bar 
Roasted and Grilled Vegetable Salad

A Display of Breakfast Breads, Muffins,  
Sweet Rolls and Artisan Breads

Hot Food Selection
Chesapeake Bay Seafood Chowder

Classic Eggs Benedict with Hollandaise Sauce
Apple Wood Smoked Bacon and Surry Sausage

Challah Bread French Toast with Vermont Maple Syrup
Sliced Virginia Ham with Grilled Pineapple Salsa

Meatballs Marsala
Broiled Rockfish with Bouillabaisse
Assortment of Spring Vegetables

Rosemary Roasted Fingerling Potatoes

Omelets made to Order

Carving Station Featuring
Herb Crusted Leg of Spring Lamb with Mint Sauce

 Roasted Prime Rib of Beef with Horseradish Chantilly

Desserts
Our Pastry Chef’s Dessert Buffet 

$49.00 per person / under 12 $25 
under 5 complimentary

Please call
(804) 438-5000 for Reservations

480 King Carter Dr.  Irvington, VA  22480

From the Potomac Rivah to the York Rivah — A FREE 
Guide to the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Advertise in the fi rst Rivah of 2010!
Up to 23,000 copies on newsstands April 28!

SUPER SAVINGS by advertising in more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline: April 14

Call the Southside Sentinel at 758-2328 or 
the Rappahannock Record at 435-1701 

soon for more information!

Don’t forget to ask about our Rivah website Special!

May 2009 • FREEMay 2009 • FREE

July 2009 • FREEJuly 2009 • FREE

September 2009 • FREE

Students fill ‘buckets of hope’
Students and families of the Northern Neck Montessori School recently collected food aid for victims of the catastrophic 
earthquake in Haiti. Eighteen five-gallon buckets were filled with rice, beans, flour, oil and other staple foods.  From left, students 
Andrew Fulmer, Ashtyn Franklin, Kaya Penrod, Rebecca Meberg, Olivia Saunders and Henry Patterson help sort the groceries. 
The school teaches the importance of community across cultures, and the students were proud to see these vital supplies 
accumulate throughout the food drive. These “buckets of hope” will be distributed through a local church as direct assistance 
to those in need on the island.  

 In recent weeks, I have heard 
from dozens of Virginians 
regarding the 2010 Census. 
The U.S. Constitution requires 
that every 10 years the govern-
ment take a census to count the 
population. Many Virginians 
have already received their 
2010 Census questionnaire in 
the mail, and I urge you to take 
a few minutes to respond.

 The data gathered from the 
Census is important to Virgin-
ians and their communities. 
The data is used to allocate 
more than $400 billion in fed-
eral funding and determine 
locations for Congressional 
districts, businesses, hospitals 
and schools.

The Department of Com-
merce guarantees individual 
census records are not shared 
with anyone, including gov-
ernment agencies or private 
organizations. It is against the 
law for the Census Bureau to 
give personally identifiable 
information about an individ-
ual to any other individual or 
agency until 72 years after it 

is collected for the decennial 
census.

 Below are some frequently 
asked questions on the 2010 
Census from the Department 
of Commerce:

  •  Who  should  fill  out  the 
census questionnaire?

The individual in whose 
name the housing unit is owned 
or rented should complete the 
questionnaire on behalf of 
every person living in the resi-
dence, including relatives and 
nonrelatives. Fill out the form 
in blue or black ink and mail it 
back in the enclosed, postage-
paid envelope as soon as pos-
sible.

•  How  long  will  it  take  to 
complete the form?

One of the shortest census 
forms in history, the 2010 
Census form asks 10 questions 
and takes about 10 minutes to 
complete.

•  I  returned  my  completed 
form but a census worker still 
visited my home. Why?

We may not have received 
your form in time to update the 

census worker’s assignment, 
or your form may have been 
delayed or lost in the mail. 
When this happens, we instruct 
the census worker to collect 
your information anyway to 
remove the risk of not receiv-
ing your information.

•  How  does  the  Census 
Bureau count people without a 
permanent residence?

Census Bureau workers 
undertake extensive opera-
tions to take in-person counts 
of people living in group quar-
ters, such as college dormito-
ries, military barracks, nursing 
homes and shelters, as well as 
those who have been displaced 
by natural disasters.

• What kind of assistance is 
available to help people com-
plete the questionnaire?

2010 Census questionnaire 
language assistance guides are 
available in a variety of lan-
guages. Questionnaire Assis-
tance Centers (QAC) will also 
assist those unable to read or 
understand the questionnaire. 
Large-print questionnaires 
are available to the visually 
impaired upon request, and a 
Teletext Device for the Deaf 

(TDD) program will help the 
hearing impaired. Contact 
your Regional Census Center 
for more details.

•  Why  do  you  want  our 
names?

We request names to help 
ensure people are not counted 
twice in the census; to help 
eliminate simple errors like 
counting “Mary Jones” as a 
male; to allow you to obtain a 
record from the Census Bureau 
at a later time if necessary 
for proving age, citizenship 
or family relationship. Some 
people need this information 
to qualify for Social Security 
benefits, to obtain passports 
and to have official proof for 
other purposes.

•  When  will  data  from  the 
census be available?

The population counts will 
be delivered to the president 
within nine months of Census 
Day (on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2010), as required by 
law. This report will show the 
apportionment population 
counts by state, and the number 
of seats in the U.S. House of 
Representatives apportioned 
to each state.

Well, little did I realize that 
my first column (about DIYers) 
would bring such a rapid 
response. Lots of nerves on the 
Northern Neck! 

Maybe I should have pref-
aced it like this…I am not a 
DIYer, and not because I’m 
trifling. There are things I can’t 
fit into the scheme of life, like 
how to cut what angle at, so 
wood trim fits; how hard to hit 
a nail so you don’t destroy the 
wood (and sheetrock); how to 
get two adjacent tomato plants 
to grow equally so one doesn’t 
try to feed Haiti, and the other 
take up valuable land. 

All I know about plumbing is 
hot water is on the left, cold on 
the right, and when you flush 
the toilet, water goes downhill. 
I am not an AC electrician. I do 
fine until I get to a place where 
two different switches control 
the same light from different 
ends of the room, and my brain 
heads into outer space. 

See?  I leave things I cannot 
do to those who can. I ease my 
conscience about my ignorance 
by believing that I’m helping 
the local economy.

 A few years ago I had a 
service-question website, The 
Motor Doctor. I was trying to 
build up enough of a follow-
ing so one day I could charge 
appropriately for my knowl-
edge and retire. This is known 
as a “pipe dream.” Anyway, 
one day I received an email 
from a guy who wanted me 
to scan a wiring diagram of a 
Suzuki 200 Exante to him.  In 
our service manual, the wiring 
looks as fine as the hairs on my 
granddaughter Sophie’s head. 
As many as, too. First thought: 
if he wants a schematic, he 
doesn’t have a manual. Second: 
if he doesn’t have a manual, he 
probably doesn’t have experi-
ence or the right tools. Third: 
if he has neither manual nor 
tools, he shouldn’t be in there 
in the first place because he’ll 
either ruin something expen-
sive, or end up rowing. 

Optimist me, I ask “Why 
do you need a schematic?” 
Answer: “I’m an electrical 
engineer and I’m working on 
a friend’s engine.” Ah. I’ve 
seen this before—the worker 
screws up, the friend paddles. I 
scanned the schematic to him. 
(What did you expect me to 
do?!) Back comes an email: 
“Where do all these wires 
go?” Answer: “You ought to be 
asking what they all do.”

 I have no problem with 
DIYers. In my older years, I 
find I have infinite patience 
teaching those who want to 
learn processes. It’s not enough 
to know that a propeller turn-
ing makes the boat move. Nor 
that the thing spinning on top 
of the engine makes the pro-
peller go roundy. A schematic 
will show you a bunch of wires 
going hither and thither, but 
without knowing what wires 
go to what sensors that supply 
specific information to the 
computer that digests it, and 
makes the pistons (with the 
proper amount of clearance) 
and rods (with specific crank 
tolerances) go back and forth, 
igniting fuel, opening and clos-
ing valves, varying timing…
well, a schematic does no good 
at all.  

 Everybody has knowledge 
limitations. Some jobs urged 
on by testosterone are best left 
alone.  If you have limitations 
in your knowledge of engines, 
let someone knowledgeable 
work on your equipment. I 
envy DIYers, really! I wish I 
could be one right across the 
board! But, I know what I don’t 
know, and that makes the outer 
perimeter of all DIYer territory. 
And yes, I will follow the guy 
to whom I gave the fuse, and 
we’ll ultimately find out why 
the fuse blew.

Grid Michal operates The 
Motor Doctor, a mobile ser-
vice and repair business. He 
has worked on marine engines 
for over 50 years. For more 
information, call 436-2601.

U.S. Senate Report 
by Sen. Jim Webb

Filling out the U.S. Census survey

A Boat That Works!
by Grid Michal
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