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Bluff Point
PUD site
plan clears
commission
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE—The site plan for
a proposed 900-acre, 600-unit planned
unit development (PUD) near Indian
Creek Yacht & Country Club was unanimously approved (8-0) February 18 by
the Northumberland planning commission following a short discussion.
“This is all new to us,” said chairman
Alfred Fisher at the beginning of the
meeting.
“It is our first encounter with this proposed project,” said Fisher. “This will be
a learning experience for all of us.”
Assistant county administrator Lutrell
Tadlock explained
Northumberland that under county
supervisors will
code a PUD
conduct a public requires a special
hearing on the
exception and can
proposed Bluff
be placed in any
Point PUD at
zoning
district.
7 p.m. March
Part of the land in
17, at the NHS
the plan is zoned
agricultural, part is
Auditorium in
residential waterClaraville.
front and part is
conservation, he said.
Tadlock also noted that site plan
approval by the commission does not
require a public hearing and the review
ensuring that the plan addresses public
safety, good arrangement and harmony
with the area is described in the county’s
zoning code.
The code provides a checklist of 19
issues required in the site plan. Tadlock
said the highly detailed plan submitted
by Bluff Point LLC owner Tom Dingledine seemed to satisfy all the points,
which range from boundary surveys, fire
and police protection plans, water and
septic systems and road details to housing, amenity and commercial plans.
The commissioners raised a few concerns, however.
“One concern I have is the large
amount of privately maintained roads,”
said George Kranda.
Also, with this kind of density there
should be more than one way in and out
of the main commercial area, he added.
Commissioner Bill Kling asked Tadlock if all the points required by code had
been addressed and was told yes. Kling
made the motion to approve the plan and
send it on to the board of supervisors.
Commissioners Chris Cralle, Kevin
Ellmore, Alfred Fisher, George Kranda,
Garfield Parker, Jim Stone, Charles
Williams and Kling voted yes. Thomas
Basker and Ed King were absent.
After the vote, Fisher allowed brief
comments from the public.
Ida Hall, who lives on adjacent land
and whose great uncle, Eugene Hall, had
owned the point land where a marina and
commercial area are proposed, was one
of those who commented.
“Should this be approved, it would
undo the conservation efforts you have
worked so hard to implement,” said Hall.
She said the land at Bluff Point was zoned
conservation in 2007 to protect it.
“This should not be touched,” said
Hall. “It should be protected. It is important to the bay.”
A couple of citizens, Northumberland
economic development commission
member Lee Allain and Barnes Creek resident Donald Conord, expressed concern
about the low-lying nature of the land.
“No question water is going to be an
issue,” said Allain. He also was concerned about the “staying power” of the
developer. “It’s a great project and I hope
we can find a way to make it work, but
there are issues.”
Conord was also concerned about the
“marginal” road, Bluff Point Road, leading to the development entrance. He suggested county leaders needed to visit the
site before they could make any informed
decisions.
Environmental issues such as the
nature of the septic and water systems
were raised by another Barnes Creek
resident, Bill Kelly. The main commercial district and marina would be on this
creek.
“I will be happy to meet with anybody
in the room to discuss any issues,” said
Dingledine, a Middlesex resident who
owns a home on the proposed PUD
land.
“I’m very sensitive about what we leave
our children,” concluded Stone. “This is
a project that can work, but we are going
to have to watch it like a hawk.”
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On the fire training
From left, Justin Culpeper, Justin Cammarata and Ryan Hudson battle a
blaze during a five-hour training session last Saturday in Lively. Culpeper
is a junior fireman with the Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department.
Cammarata and Hudson are junior firemen from Kilmarnock. The
controlled burn allowed the younger volunteers to “get used to fire,” said
ULVFD assistant chief Danny Akers. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The sun sparkled through streams of water from the Kilmarnock VFD ladder
truck. Some 60 firefighters representing Upper Lancaster, Kilmarnock,
White Stone,Fairfields and Richmond CountyVFDs participated.Firefighters
smoked the home around 7 a.m. and by 10 a.m. it was fully engulfed.They
practiced interior tactics and salvage and overhaul techniques. The house
had been scheduled for demolition. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Propane storage proposal placed on hold
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—The fate of a propane and
petroleum bulk storage facility wanting to locate in
Kilmarnock was put on hold Monday night when
council tabled a vote for 60 days on a request for a
conditional use permit (CUP).
However, a second request to rezone 10 acres
to industrial (M-1) to accommodate the facility
passed on a 6-0 vote.
Council member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn asked
for a delay on the CUP vote saying council needs
more information. She also asked the town staff to
prepare a report of all comments made during the
public hearing for review.
Nunn’s motion calls for a special meeting of
council that would deal only with whether to grant
a conditional use permit that would allow Quarles

Petroleum of Fredericksburg to locate a bulk storage facility off Harris Road.
“We are not going to take our decision lightly,”
said council member Randy Mowbray in seconding the motion. “That’s why we want more time.”
The town hall was packed Monday with citizens
on both sides of the issue.
“The rezoning will mess up all the other property around there because who wants to build next
to industrial,” said Clifton Palmer, arguing against
the rezoning. Palmer’s property is zoned residential
and is adjacent to the proposed facility. “None of
the Technology Park is touching residential property. We should have a safe haven. Safety is great,
but accidents happen.”
“What’s the advantage of rezoning? I don’t see
how it benefits the neighborhood,” asked Cecilia
Jones.

Bob Morning, a Harris Road resident, noted it
would devalue residential property.
“Maybe not the next day, but in the future when
this stuff starts getting old. The fumes come off
and it gets unbearable. It should not be in the town
limits. I know it brings revenue, but the town might
have to spend money cleaning it up,” said Morning.
Larry Taylor said he had firsthand experience in
seeing the damage a petroleum fire can cause after
his Navy ship was hit by a Japanese plane during
World War II.
“Your concerns are with safety...our concerns
are also with safety,” said David Jones, a partner
in White Stone Land Partners LLC, owners of the
Harris Road property that will house the storage
STORAGE, continued on page A2
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Lancaster basketball teams play like champions
Lancaster’s C.J. Lee goes airborne to score two of his
seven points in the third quarter during last Friday’s
Northern Neck District boys championship. The Devils
edged Essex, 63-59, in the final to remain undefeated
at 18-0 and earn a home berth in this week’s Region A
tournament. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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Andrea White of Lancaster forces her way by
Northumberland defender Ashley Fallin during last
Friday’s Northern Neck District girls championship.
Lancaster won the title game, 74-39, over the Lady
Indians and White made history by scoring her 2,000th
career point in the game. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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LANCASTER—Voter
registrar
Peggy Harding this week issued a
reminder that Tuesday, March 2, is
the filing deadline for candidates to
appear on ballots for town elections
May 4.
The voter registration office will
remain open until 7 p.m. on March 2
to accommodate filings.
In Kilmarnock and White Stone,
the offices of mayor and three council
seats are up for election. In Irvington,
three council seats will be decided.
Prospective candidates are required
to submit a certificate of candidate
qualification to the Lancaster County
voter registrar’s office. Candidates
must have lived in Virginia for a year
immediately preceding the election
and also must be residents of the town
where the office is sought by the time
they file for candidacy.
For more candidate information,
call the voter registrar’s office at
462-5277.
The deadline to register to vote in
the May 4 election is April 12.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
See highlights from the Northern District boys and
girls tournaments and get the feel for firefighting
at RRecord.com.
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Leslie A. Franklin elected to Wiley Foundation board

Agenda
LANCASTER—With
no
public hearings on the agenda,
supervisors are expected to
address housekeeping matters
and hear an update on local issues
from the Virginia Department of
Transportation tonight, February 25. The meeting will begin
at 7 p.m. in the General District
Courtroom at the county courthouse in Lancaster.

R

KILMARNOCK—Leslie A.
Franklin recently was elected to
the board of the Nettie Lokey
Wiley and Charles L. Wiley
Foundation.
“Leslie’s community work
with Connect Rappahannock,
Rappahannock Community College, the Northern Neck Montessori School, and her degree in
elementary education provides
insight and a local commitment
vital for the work of the foundation,” said president Thomas A.
Gosse.
A graduate of Lancaster High
School, Franklin earned bachelor’s from the College of William
and Mary. After several years of
teaching first grade, she was the
original coordinator of a new sixcounty endeavor focused on nonprofits and government services,
Connect Rappahannock.
She works with the Rappahan-
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RICHMOND—Northumberland and Lancaster counties recently received a $50,000
Smart Beginnings planning grant
from the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation (VECF). The
new early childhood development and education initiative will
be known as Smart Beginnings
Northumberland Lancaster.
The grant from the VECF,
along with matching funds from
the Wiley Foundation, will be
used to fund a comprehensive
community assessment of early
learning needs, development of
a leadership council and a longterm strategic plan.
The planning grant period will
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Audrey Thomasson

facility. Jones said his company has a stake in the safety
of the facility because it owns
adjacent acreage which will be
commercially developed in the
future.
Jones said he discussed the
facility with other businesses
in the area and none objected,
including the hospital, YMCA,
and those operating in the
industrial park. Many of those
businesses store large amounts
of propane and the hospital stores large quantities of
oxygen, he noted.
“Hazardous materials go
through the center of town
every day. Be realistic. It’s
already stored in the town,” he
said.
After the meeting, Jones
noted the town annexed the
Harris Road area into the
town limits for the purpose of
expanding the industrial park
and the town’s recent purchase
of 60 acres adjacent to his
parcel also was for that purpose.
Jackie Barrack of GEO
Products in the Technology
Park pointed to existing storage
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live in Kilmarnock with their two
young daughters, Ashtyn and
Ellie.
The Wiley Foundation was
created by Nettie Lokey Wiley
in 1981 at the age of 82. Its philanthropic focus is to encourage
and enrich educational opportunities for young children in Lancaster County. Originally from
Irvington, Mrs. Wiley received
degrees from Fredericksburg
State Normal School (now University of Mary Washington)
and Columbia University. She
taught elementary school in
New York State until she and
her husband, Charles L. Wiley,
returned to Lancaster County
in 1964. Mrs. Wiley presided
over the work of the foundation
for over 20 years as it benefited
schools, libraries, museums and
provided scholarships for many
local students.

From left, Wiley Foundation director Leslie A. Franklin learns
about the YMCA’s Wiley Child Development Center from
preschool director Cynthia Thompson.

In its almost 30 years, the
foundation has granted over three
million dollars to efforts for children throughout the community.
Recently, the foundation has been
instrumental in creating a Smart
Beginnings program to enrich
the lives of children in Lancaster

end December 31.
This grant is a major first step
in a seven-year grant continuum
that could potentially result in an
investment by the VECF and the
Northumberland and Lancaster
communities of up to $750,000
in early childhood education, said
coordinator Cynthia Rioland.
Rappahannock
Community College will serve as fiscal
agent.
“It is exciting to see our counties come together in a collaborative effort that will benefit our
area’s young children in the early
years before kindergarten,” said
Rioland.“With over 85 percent
of the brain developing before

the age of five, we must equip
children with the necessary skills
to start school healthy and ready
to learn, so they will become
engaged citizens and members
of a productive workforce.”
“The impetus for this school
readiness initiative actually
began in 2004 when the Wiley
Foundation conducted a study
of the conditions of young children in our communities,” added
Bank of Lancaster vice president
Susan Pittman, chairman of the
leadership council for Smart
Beginnings
Northumberland
Lancaster.
“As a result of the study, the
Wiley Foundation hosted a

forum of business and education leaders in 2008, followed
by a recommendation to form
a Smart Beginnings coalition
in partnership with the VECF.”
The leadership council includes
representatives from the business
and education professions, along
with healthcare and social services advocates.
“A diverse group of enthusiastic and committed community
leaders is prepared to develop a
strategic plan for reaching the
early education goals in Northumberland and Lancaster
counties,” said Virginia Early
Childhood Foundation president
Scott Hippert “We encourage

and Northumberland counties.
Franklin joins other board
members, Gloria C. Conley,
Peggy E. Lawson. Catharine B.
Moore, B.H.B. Hubbard III, and
Thomas A. Gosse. Additional
work of the foundation may be
found at wileyfdn.org.
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facilities in neighborhoods at
the end of Waverly Avenue and
just outside the town limits at
Route 3 and Good Luck Road.
“I feel comfortable with
this facility. We need common
sense,” he said.
After hearing that Barrack
resides outside Kilmarnock,
Mayor Curtis Smith said, “We
have to consider citizens who
live here, too.”
Barrack responded that since
Smith works outside the county,
he [Barrack]spends more time
in town than the mayor.
Doug Quarles, owner of
Quarles Petroleum, said he was
not trying to do anything illegal and that he would address
any spill or containment issues.
He invited Dennis Cruise, outreach coordinator with the Virginia Propane and Gas Association, to attend the meeting and
answer safety questions.
Nunn asked Cruise for
the number of explosions at
propane bulk storage facilities nationwide in the past 20
years.
“None. You’re more likely
to be hit by lightning,” Cruise
responded. “Where you have
problems with propane is when
people work on their own appliances.” He noted the facility
will be enclosed within a chain
link fence and regulated by a
number of agencies, including
the EPA. “It’s restricted access.
Only trained employees. Propane has a great safety record.
We’re not going to survive if
we hurt people,” he added.
Cruise said he trains firefighters and people working in
the industry on the safe handling of propane and recently
trained White Stone volunteer
firefighters. However, he said
he could not speak to the issue
of petroleum.

Democrats
plan dinner
KILMARNOCK—On March
8, members of the Lancaster
County Democratic Committee
will sponsor a “Dining with the
Dems” dinner at the Great Fortune Restaurant in Kilmarnock.
The event will feature presentations by two potential Congressional candidates, Krystal
Ball of Fredericksburg and
Scott Robinson of Heathsville,
for the first District House of
Representatives seat.
Reservations are required.
Call Dick Sisson at 438-6180,
or leave a message with a phone
number and email.
The event will begin with a
cash bar at 6:30 p.m.; dinner
will follow at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$20 per person, including the
meal and tip.

our statewide network of grantees
to improve the system that serves
young children and to create
awareness about the importance
of quality childcare along with
support for families. When young
children are ready for school, they
are ready for life.”
Smart Beginnings Northumberland Lancaster is a collaborative partnership of public and
private agencies, businesses, and
individuals serving Northumberland and Lancaster counties,
working to enhance the quality of
services for young children. Contact Rioland at crioland@rappahannock.edu.

The right health plan
at the right price?

Storage facility decision tabled
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nock Community College Educational Foundation in Warsaw. She
also serves as the young alumni
representative for William and
Mary’s Lower Northern Neck
Alumni Chapter and secretary of
the Northern Neck Montessori
School board. She was instrumental in the building of the
Waverly Avenue Playground in
Kilmarnock and is part of a new
Smart Beginnings Coalition.
“I am honored to be a part
of the Wiley Foundation,” said
Franklin. “The dedication and
active commitment to education
is visible throughout the county.
You do not have to look far to see
the impact made on the lives of
children, teachers, and nonprofits
in our community. I am eager to
work closely with fellow board
members and grantees to continue the work of Mrs. Wiley.”
Leslie and her husband, Blake,

Local counties receive $50,000 for new school readiness initiative
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“Can he guarantee what he
says?” asked Morning. “If
anything happens, he won’t be
there—we will. I went to school
about oil and I know what kind
of damage can happen.”
“My family has lived on
Harris Road since before
there was a Harris Road,” said
Thomas Seager. “We just don’t
want this in our neighborhood.”
Sonja Headley asked council
to consider hiring an objective third party to do an impact
and risk analysis of putting
the facility so close to a water
source and the financial value
of a subdivision over a bulk
storage facility. Headley asked
members to consider the cost
of road maintenance since
VDOT was out of money. She
suggested Quarles pay for the
study and that they submit a
strategic business plan in case
they sell or abandon the location.
“Who takes care of the old
tanks? Look what happened to
gas station tanks,” she reminded
council.
Joe Curry told members not
to ignore the advice of their
own planning commissioners who recommended against
granting the permit.
Nunn noted that in rendering
a decision, council would not
consider the revenue the busi-
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Rappahannock Chapter Dinner & Auction
March 20, 2010

White Stone Event Center • 606 Chesapeake Drive • White Stone
Doors Open 5:30 pm
Registration, Silent Auction, Appetizers & Cocktails

Buffet Dinner 6:45 pm

Local Oysters, Crab Cakes, Scallops, Beef Tenderloin, Chicken

Live Auction 7:45 pm

Beretta DU Gun of the year 28g White Onyx Over and Under (& many other guns),
Decoys, Statues, Artwork, Duck Hunting Trips in the Northern Neck
and Tangier Island and a lot more stuff!

Raffles

50/50, Playing Card, Tier Raffle and Sponsor Gun Raffle
Single $60 • Couple $100
Sponsor $300 (Includes sponsor gift, separate gun raffle
and invitation to fall sponsor only event)
Sponsor Couple $325
For Tickets Contact Alfie Butts (804) 438-5588, (434) 917-3532
email: jab@rumseyandbugg.com or mail your check
to: P.O. Box 689, Irvington VA, 22480
Buy them early, space is limited!
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Two die in crashes on Middle Peninsula
WARNER—William Ruffin Creekmur, 19, of Remlik died after the car he
was driving slammed into a tree February
22 about 10:45 a.m., said Virginia State
Police public information officer Sgt.
Michelle A. Cotten.
Police, fire and rescue units responded to
the single-vehicle crash in the 1900 block of
Warner Road, about .3 mile from Route 602.
Sgt. Cotten said Creekmur was driving a
1998 Nissan Maxima. His car ran slightly off
the right side of the road, overcorrected, and
ran off the left side of the road where it struck
a tree.
Creekmur was heading west on Warner
Road when the car slammed into the tree.
The car hit the tree near the driver’s door.
A helicopter ambulance landed at the crash
scene, but it did not transport Creekmur. He

was taken by the Central Middlesex Volunteer Rescue Squad to Riverside Walter Reed
Hospital in Gloucester where he died of his
injuries.
Notification and investigation were worked
by Trooper C.S. Camden, who is assigned to
the Area 33 office in Gloucester.
Creekmur, formerly of Lancaster and Northumberland counties, is the son of William
R. and Heidi Creekmur of Scottsdale, Ariz.,
and Carolyn and Henry Haupt of Urbanna.
He is the grandson of Susan Moenssens of
Kilmarnock.
Family members said he was on his way
to classes at Rappahnnock Community College, where he was a student.
Also on Monday at approximately 10 a.m.,
Virginia State Police responded to a two-vehicle fatal crash on westbound Route 14, John

Clayton Memorial Highway, in Gloucester.
Jason Andrew Mitchell of North in
Mathews County was driving a 2000 F-150
Ford pickup when he lost control of his vehicle and ran off the road at a high rate of speed,
said Sgt. Cotten. Mitchell then overcorrected
and entered the center lane, clipping a 1993
S10 Chevy pickup driven by Ray William
Smith of Weems.
Smith’s vehicle subsequently ran off the
road and one of his passengers suffered
minor injuries.
Mitchell’s vehicle continued off the road,
struck a fence and overturned, killing Mitchell on impact, said Sgt. Cotten. Mitchell, 38,
was not wearing a seatbelt.
Notification and the investigation were
worked by Trooper J. Ganzhorn, who is
assigned to the Area 33 office, Gloucester.

Charge against Crockett reduced; motions filed in Williams case
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE—A felony
assault charge against Christopher Crockett was reduced
to misdemeanor assault in an
agreed disposition reached
between defense attorney James
Cupp and Northumberland
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jane
Wrightson on Friday, February
19, in Northumberland Circuit
Court, according to legal assistant Brittany Walker.
Crcokett had allegedly threat-

ened a police officer, Northumberland Deputy Ashby Allen,
with a box cutter on June 7, 2009.
Crockett received a sentence of 12
months in jail and began serving
his sentence immediately, Walker
said. He could get six months off
the sentence for good behavior.
In another Northumberland
case, Judge Harry Taliferro III
heard a motion to suppress a
statement and a motion to suppress prior bad acts evidence in
regard to a case with Hunter Williams. He is charged with felony

rape and sodomy of an underage
girl in August 2008, according
to Assistant Commonwealth’s
Attorney Libbie Trible.
Trible said the case was delayed
because Wrightson, who had
been Williams’s defense attorney,
became the Commonwealth’s
Attorney, leading to a conflict of
interest. Prince William County
Commonwealth’s Attorney Paul
Ebert was assigned to the case.
Thaddeus Furlong with Bose
Law Firm in Springfield is Williams’s new defense attorney.

Taliaferro denied the motion
to suppress Williams’s statement,
but took under advisement the
motion to suppress prior bad
acts evidence. He will act on the
motion Friday, February 26, after
hearing further comments from
the attorneys, Trible said.
The case is set for trial by jury
at 9 a.m. Monday, March 1, in
Northumberland County Circuit
Court.
Williams is currently serving
three years on unrelated charges,
according to Trible.

Donald Vaughan is charged with fourth rape
by Audrey Thomasson
BALTIMORE—A
man
charged with rape and sexual
assault of two women in Kilmarnock and the rape and attempted
murder of a third woman in

Canton, Md., was charged this
week with a fourth rape that
authorities said occurred on January 1, 2007, in Canton.
According to a report in the
February 17 Baltimore Sun,
Donald Vaughan, 19, was linked

through DNA evidence to the
2007 rape. He was charged by
city police on February 14.
Vaughan, who has a juvenile
record of break-ins in Maryland,
is being held without bail in a
Baltimore jail.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett last
week brought charges against
12 individuals.

Felonies

Jesse T. Wood, 27, of Warsaw
was charged February 17 with
conspiracy to commit grand
larceny and arson.
Amberlyn E. West, 29, of
Glenns was charged February
18 with conspiracy to commit
grand larceny.
Michael A. Yarka, 33, of
Gloucester was charged February 18 with conspiracy to
commit grand larceny and
grand larceny.

Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock woman, 40,
was charged February 16 with
using profane/obscene language over the public airway.
A Paynes Creek Road man,
44, was charged February 17
with public drunkenness.
A Newport News woman,
27, was charged February 17
with issuing a bad check.
A Deep Harbor Lane man,
44, was charged February 18
with destruction of property
and stalking.
A Reedville man, 18, was
charged February 19 with violation of probation.
A Deltaville man, 24, was
charged February 19 with violation of probation.
A Paynes Creek Road man,
44, was charged February 20
with domestic assault and battery.
A Paynes Creek Road
woman, 32, was charged February 20 with failure to appear
in a Northumberland court
and for violation of probation
as ordered by a Chesterfield
County court.
A Reedville man, 53, was
charged February 21 with
public drunkenness.

Activity report

Feb. 16: Staff responded
with Virginia State Police
(VSP) to a single-vehicle accident on Regina Road.
Feb. 17: Staff responded to a
local emergency room and took
a report of a domestic assault
and battery. Staff responded to
a suspicious person complaint
on Old Orchard Drive.
Feb. 18: Staff received a
report of the theft of heating oil
from a Tavern Road residence
(250 gallons of oil valued at
$700) and a curse and abusive language complaint from
the Department of Social Services. Staff notified Northumberland authorities of a rabid
animal complaint on Morattico
Church Road and responded to
a domestic disturbance call on
Pinckardsville Road and to a
shots fired complaint on Nuttsville Road.
Feb. 19: Staff responded to
a flooded roadway complaint

Lancster
County
Crime
Solvers
The Lancaster
County Sheriff’’s Office
responded to a call on
February 18 at the Hope
and Glory Inn in Irvington regarding the larceny
of heating fuel that has
taken place over a period
of time.
The tank is kept behind
the building. The estimated value of the theft
is about $1,600.
Report information
relating to the theft or
any suspicious activity
or persons around the
building after working
hours to the Lancaster
County Crime Solvers at
462-7463.
Crime Solvers will pay
a reward up to $1,000 for
information that is useful
to law enforcement. All
calls are kept confidential. Callers do not have
to give their name or
appear in court.
on Cottage Cove Way (broken
residential water line, unable to
locate shutoff valve), to a suspicious person complaint on
Nuttsville Road and to a child
custody/visitation dispute on
Mantua Road.
Feb. 20: Staff received a
walk-in report of child neglect
and checked on the well-being
of a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged telephone contact could not be
made (no emergency services
needed). Staff responded with
VSP to a single-vehicle accident near the Virginia Department of Transportation office
at Brookvale and to a lost or
stolen property complaint at
a White Stone convenience
store.  
Feb. 21: Staff attempted
to intercept a reported
drunk/reckless driver in the
Wicomico Church–Kilmarnock area and responded
to a fight call at The Landing (weapons reportedly
involved and the combatants
were believed to be headed to
Gaines Lane to look for a specific person). Staff responded
to the Nuttsville area on a
carry-over fight call from The
Landing, to Reynolds Farm
Road on a complaint of juveniles breaking bottles in the
roadway, with the Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD)
to a disturbance call on Old

Fairgrounds Way (customer
refused to quit smoking in a
no-smoking restaurant) and
to Buzzards Neck Road on a
juvenile mental health emergency complaint.
Feb. 22: Staff responded
to a disturbance call/trespass
complaint on Doggett Lane,
with VSP to a single-vehicle
accident at Irvington and Old
Salem roads and with KPD to
a domestic assault on Harvey
Lane.
Staff also conducted nine
traffic stops, issued one summons, assisted five motorists,
reported four deer strikes, performed traffic control twice,
investigated five building
alarms, transported five prisoners and responded to three
calls for animal control service.

Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Fire
Department
responded to a traffic accident
on Regina Road and an oven
fire on Kathy Drive.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
a med-evac landing zone on
Bluff Point Road and assisted
Emergency Medical Services
with a patient lift on School
Street.
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
a traffic accident at Irvington
and Old Salem roads.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last
week brought charges against
eight individuals.

Felonies

Michael Redmond, 44, of
Heathsville was charged February 17 with two counts of
felony breaking and entering
and three counts of grand larceny.
Mytee Synanon Nickens,
22, of Heathsville was charged
February 22 on a Lancaster
County warrant with embezzlement.

Misdemeanors

A White Stone man, 36,
was charged February 16 with
failure to obey a court order.
A Baytown, Texas, man, 75,
was charged February 17 with
trespassing.
A Heathsville man, 28, was
charged February 18 with
animal cruelty.
A Reedville man, 28, was
charged February 19 with
appearing intoxicated in
public.
A Lancaster woman, 32,
was charged February 20
with failure to appear before
a Multi-Jurisdictional Grand
Jury.
A Reedville woman, 54,
was charged February 20 on
three Virginia Beach warrants
with failure to remit taxes.
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Mommy & Me

“Like New” Children’s & Maternity Consignment

“WINTER BLOW-OUT SALE”
3 Days Only - February 25-27

10% Off
furniture

50% Off
Storewide
(except furniture)

New
Items
Daily!

684A Jessie Dupont Mem Hwy • Burgess
804.453.3115

Mediterranean Tapestry
August 7-19, 2010
NEW LOW PRICES

Cruise the Mediterranean
on Holland America’s newest ship
the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Visit Spain, Monaco, Italy,
Greece & Croatia.

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

Lancaster Commonwealth’s
Attorney Jeffers Schmidt said
he is working on extradition of
Vaughan to Virginia to stand trial
for the attacks in Kilmarnock,
but he could not give a time
frame for when a trial would take
place.

New ferry
is delivered
by Starke Jett
SUNNYBANK—The new
four-car Sunnybank Ferry in
Northumberland County was
delivered in late January and
is expected to become operational soon.
Department of Transportation spokesperson Cliff Balderson said the ferry has its new
cables laid across the Little
Wicomico River, but there are
still a few details to complete.
Recent snow storms have set
back efforts to get both the new
Sunnybank and new Merry
Point ferries into operation,
according to Balderson. He
expected to know more about
when both ferries would be
operational next week.
“We are trying to get our
heads straight from all this
snow,” said Balderson. “Snow
comes first.”
The new ferries are replacing
smaller two-car ferries that had
been running since 1985, said
Balderson.

Think SPRING!

30 OFF
%

Let the experts at the Earth store help you
with your spring plant selections.

Order your spring shrubs by
March 6th and
receive a 30% discount!
Call or visit the Earth Store for more information.

161 Technology Park Drive · Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
(Off Harris Road between Route 3 and DMV Drive)

[804] 435-7777 · TOLL FREE 800-448-4505
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CommunityForum

Fiction
or Fact

Delegate’s Report

Focal Point

by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.
A Federal License to Fish...in Virginia Waters

from Bob’s Almanac

M

by Robert Mason Jr.

aybe its just me and
maybe I shouldn’t let it get
to me.
But you know what really gets
my loin cloth in a knot? What
really sets my teepee on fire?
It’s when people refer to themselves as native and it’s obvious
they’ve got no American Indian
blood in their veins, or American
Indian DNA in their genes.
I know it’s quite proper,
acceptable and even politically
correct to refer to oneself as a
native if born and raised here.
I’m just saying I don’t like it.
You might be native if you are
Chickahominy, Eastern Chickahominy, Mattaponi, Upper
Mattaponi, Rappahannock,
Pamunkey, Nansemond, Monacan, Potomac, Algonquian,
Pissaseck, Moraughtacund,
Cuttatawomen, Wiccocomoco,
Cekacawon, Nomini, or one of
the other nations, confederations or tribes in Virginia prior
to Capt. John Smith and his
contemporaries.
Meanwhile, let’s run through
the Northern Neck on a Native
American heritage trail.
Where is Accaceek Point?
What bit of Virginia folklore
is associated with Nantepoizen
Creek?
Who was Camp Kittamaqund
named for?
Where was the last Chicacoan
Oak and what was its significance?
Where did the name Lower
Machodoc Creek come from?
What Indian village may
have been the forerunner of
Monaskon?
Which Indian name is more
popular, Morattico or Nomini?
Which Northern Neck
County has hung on to the most
Indian-influenced names?
Which Lancaster County village is often mistakenly referred
to as an Indian name?
What is the meaning of the
Indian word Yeocomico?
Of course the answers follow
in no particular order.
Suggested meanings include
“floating on the water,” “tossed
to and fro,” and “four houses.”
Monasukapanough.
Although it may sound
Algonquian, it’s named for Capt.
Ocran Humphreys.
Westmoreland County—
check a county map for the proliferation of Nomini, Appomattox and Machodoc.
Heathsville. Indian trails were
marked by these trees.
Nomini, or its older versions,
Nomony and Nominy.
The creek was named for the
Indian village of Matchoatoke.
It is believed that Capt. John
Smith, having been stung by
a stingray, was successfully
treated up by Indians up Antipoison Creek.
The camp was named for
Princess Kittamaqund, the
daughter of Emperor Tayac of
the Piscatoway Indians.
It’s on the northside of
the “river that rises and falls
quickly” below Wellford.
Place Names of the Northern
Neck of Virginia, and The Northern Neck, A Pictorial History,
were consulted for this column.
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During a recent snowstorm, this successful otter climbed a swim ladder onto a dock with
a live rockfish and began munching away at its prize. After the snack, the otter returned
to Harris Cove in Ophelia with the uneaten portion for another day’s meal.

Photo by Russ Bertino
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YOUR LETTERS
Pollard against
parental consent
Did it surprise you that Del.
Al Pollard voted against the Virginia Healthcare Freedom Act,
a bill which sends a message to
Washington that Virginians will
fight to remain self-directing
citizens and not docile, powerless serfs?
Well, it didn’t surprise me.
Let me explain. Del. Pollard has
a long history of voting for big
government, big taxes (he voted
for the largest tax increase in
Virginia history) and increasing
government control. Increasing
taxes annoys me immensely,
particularly when there’s very
little talk of cutting waste,
but when my delegate votes
to entirely usurp my parental
authority, I believe I cannot
trust him to protect my rights to
any degree whatsoever.
Del. Pollard voted against
parental consent as necessary
for minors to take the highly
toxic RU-486 abortion pill.
His vote completely usurps
the role of parents as the moral
guides in their child’s life. He
voted against parents teaching
their child that there is a consequence to every decision she
makes. He voted against parents
having an opportunity to even
pray with their child about such
a decision. He voted against
parental consent as necessary
if their child would take a toxic
chemical concoction which has
caused death to minors and
adults.
When he followed party line
on the aforementioned bill, he
showed everyone the degree to
which our country is infected
with “big government can solve
your problems” mentality. Isn’t
it time for the 99th District to
be represented by someone who
will say no to big government
and yes to individual freedom?
Isn’t it time to have a delegate
who not only stands up for
fish, but for faith, freedom and
family too?

Terry Beatley,
Lancaster

A healthcare solution
The U.S. government does
not need a 2,500-page document and months of partisan
haggling in order to institute
national healthcare. Here is
my six-point solution:
• Congress has excellent
healthcare benefits.
• It’s already completely in
place and operational.
• The government must think
it works OK, or they wouldn’t
keep it.
• Congressional employees
don’t pay for it.
• We the people pay for it.
• Since we already pay for
it, just make everyone making
less than $250,000 a year eligible for it.

Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

Name-calling
just presents
another hurdle
I have been reading the
Letters to the Editor over the
years and have decided I must
respond. I have always believed
in the right for people to have
their own opinion, and to be
able to express those opinions
without any type of derogatory
retribution.
But I cannot get over the fact
that every letter written concerning people connected to
the Tea Party has some derogatory statement or name calling connected with it. Case in
point is the letter writer who,
each time he sends in a letter,
continually refers to the Tea
Party people as “tea baggers.”
Now, I know the writer, and I
know he is a good person, so I
don’t think he realizes the definition of what a “tea bagger”
is. I would suggest the writer
Google the definition, and
then decide if he truly means
to use this disgusting phrase
to describe another Northern
Necker.
I truly believe that degrading or demeaning someone
because they don’t agree
with your political philoso-

phy doesn’t change anything.
Instead, looking at a politician’s promises, both Republican and Democrat, unfortunately shows that each party
can talk the talk, but each
has trouble walking the walk.
Sen. Obama ran on the “promise of change” and “not the
same politics as usual” platform. This included: tackling
problems such as health care
reform so that every American could see this process by
tuning into C-Span (better
known as “transparency”);
that by immediately passing
a $787 billion stimulus package unemployment would
be kept below 8 percent and
would create four million
jobs; having a quick and decisive strategy concerning the
Iraq and Afghanistan wars; not
having lobbyists in his administration; and the promise of
taxes not being raised for 95
percent of Americans.
So,
unfortunately,
the
closed-door deal making made
by both past Republicans and
present Democrats is still very
much alive. I don’t believe
that any one party has all the
answers, or that the problems
in this country were caused by
one party. President Obama
has been in office over a year.
I want him to tackle problems,
not blame past administrations.
I want him to show me what he
can do, not tell me what he has
inherited. So far, I have been
less than impressed.
For the record, I have always
been a conservative independent, which does not make me
stupid, radical, racist, or any
less intelligent than the people
that follow the Democrats’ way
of thinking. What it does make
me is someone who is tired of
childish tactics, such as name
calling and belittling people.
If people believe that others
will take them serious by these
tactics, maybe that’s why we
can’t get anything done in this
country.

Randolph H. Dunn,
Weems

Throughout this legislative session there has been a lot of talk
about the 10th Amendment. Much of the talk has been highminded rhetoric on constitutional rights, basic freedoms and
topical issues.
This is not the case with SB668, a bill to ‘conform’ Virginia’s
fishing license laws to bring Virginia into compliance with federal regulations.
The goal of the bill itself is laudable: the federal government
wants more information on fishing pressure from the men and
women who have rods and lures in the water.
But the mechanism being used is the legal equivalent of going
around your back to get to your elbow—and the feds know this.
The federal government doesn’t have jurisdiction to require a
license in state waters. Therefore, they passed regulations stating that a federal license would be required if one were to fish
more than three miles off the coast into federal waters, or if one
were fishing anadromous species in coastal waters.
Anadromous species essentially are the shad and rockfish, and
the federal government has jurisdiction in this instance since the
fish migrate in federal waters.
A state could escape from the federal regulation if it passes its
own regulations requiring a broad based fishing license for all
who fish in tidal water. Indeed, Virginia would need to amend its
license to include everyone who fishes off a dock and for each
person on a boat.
Why would Virginia or any other state be compelled to
comply with such an adamant intrusion into their jurisdictional
authority? Money.
If Virginia doesn’t broaden its current license, then Virginia
fishermen will pay additional license money to the federal government ($15 or more per fishing license)—which is kept by the
federal government.
But if Virginia were to broaden its own license (as proposed
in SB668), then Virginians would be exempt from the federal
license fee. Additionally, Virginia would be eligible to receive
increased federal “matching” grant money. Oh, and let’s not
forget the additional monies received from the increased number
of individual Virginia licenses sold.
While I appreciate the goal of more information, to me this is
just another example of federal “creep.” All over this state and
nation people are worried about encroaching federal government—and now the feds are even writing our fishing licenses in
state money.
So what do we do? Most in this building seem resigned—
begrudgingly—to vote for the measure.
I am not so quick to resign.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 25, 1910, issue of the Virginia
Citizen)

Senora

G. R. Habron and family have moved to Fredericksburg to live.
T. C. Dodson left last Thursday on the J.C. Ewell for Fredericksburg to receive treatment for his eyes. He has returned.
The truckers around here are getting ready for spring crops.
E. A. Dodson has added to his home.

Kilmarnock

Henry Kamps and family have moved to the old Donahoe
place recently purchased.
Mrs. R. W. Boswell and Mrs. Emma Donahoe have been visiting the former’s sister, Mrs. James A. Chowning at Merry Point.
The drama here last night was well attended and enjoyed.
F. M. Armsworthy left Saturday night for Norfolk.
Miss Emma Flippo, of Fleets Bay Neck, is visiting relatives in
Roanoke.

Lancaster Courthouse

A most delightful surprise party was given the Misses Beane
one evening last week by their young friends here.
Miss Grace Hinton is absent from school this week on account
of sickness. We hope she may soon be well enough to return.
Jas. Brent and son, of Kilmarnock, have been here this week
putting a pump in the old well. For years we have been without
this convenience, which we hope is now a permanent one.
Wm. Chilton lost his valuable milk cow a few days ago.

Millenbeck

E. Leland, of Mollusk, was in Baltimore last week on business.
A. W. Cooper and family spent the weekend at Towles Point.
T. F. Warren is sick this week with the grip.
Dr. F. W. Lewis, of Whealton (Morattico), was here last week
on business.
Mrs. T. I. Ratcliffe, of Bertrand, has been indisposed the past
week and under the care of Dr. Stuart.
H. B. Boughton is in Richmond city and Hanover county this
week on business.
Owing to the low prices of shucked oysters in Baltimore, several of the oyster packers on the Corrotoman River will close
their houses for the season.
Capt. J. B. Phillips is the guest of his sister, Mrs. J. W. Pierson,
near Ottoman, this week.
H. P. Hall is in this vicinity this week surveying oyster shore.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball
Washington Museum and Library)

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his past week our nation “celebrated” the
so-called “Presidents Day,” which apparently originated as the brainchild of Richard
Nixon, for it was during his term of office
that we went from properly commemorating
and celebrating the birthday of the Father of
Our County, George Washington, to the present amorphous nothing of an event. No intelligent, right-thinking individual could contest that Washington was the most important
American ever and to equate him with the
likes of some of his successors is pure folly.
Although many great and honorable men
have followed in Washington’s footsteps,
none can claim the extraordinary mantle that
he wore. He put his life on the line to lead
us to independence. He presided over the
Constitutional Convention that established
the charter of our government that remains
in force 223 years later. He served as the
first president, giving us the model that all of
his successors either have followed or have
eschewed.
He set the tone for civilian control over the
military, which was reflective of his own role
as a citizen soldier. He established the concept
that two presidential terms of four years each
was sufficient for the correct governance of
the country. In his farewell address he articulated the fear of entangling alliances, which

survived for over a century until the Spanish- European minds were in those days, Burke,
American War.
Voltaire, Rousseau, Dr. Johnson, and other
Could anyone credibly argue that George figures of the era of the Enlightenment, but
Washington was the equal of William Henry none of them can compare with Washington
Harrison, who served as president for one on so many levels of activity.
month, or the alcoholic
He rose from
Franklin Pierce, or the Could anyone credibly argue
the humble planter
wishy-washy
James
family of the NorthBuchanan? Yet, by term- that George Washington was
ern Neck to the
ing the celebration “Presiworld stage withdents Day,” all are thrown the equal of William Henry
out ever losing his
into the same pot.
humility, his faith
Granted,
Jefferson, Harrison, who served as presi- in a Supreme Being
Madison, Monroe, and dent for one month, or the
who put him where
Lincoln rose to greathe was and entrusted
ness in their own times, alcoholic Franklin Pierce, or
a people’s destiny to
but capable as they were,
him, or his resolve,
they were not the equal of the wishy-washy James Buchalthough he surely
Washington, even if two anan? Yet, by terming the celwould have faced
of them shared with him
execution had he
the distinction of having ebration “Presidents Day,” all
been captured during
been born in the Norththe War for Indepenare thrown into the same pot. dence.
ern Neck.
The late Supreme
Washington towers
Court Justice Hugo L. Black once said that above all others due to the magnanimity of
Washington was not the greatest orator, nor his persona. His was the native talent that
the greatest philosopher, nor the greatest appeared in the right place at the right time.
writer, but he was the greatest man of the For over a century we honored him and his
18th century. Initially, Black’s remark seems accomplishments on his birthday, and we
too broad, considering who some of the should return to that practice by giving him

the pre-eminence he correctly deserves in
American history.
Actually, Washington never celebrated his
birthday on February 22nd. Having been born
in the Colony of Virginia, then operating under
the Julian Calendar, he celebrated on February 11th. In the 18th century, the differential
between the two calendars was eleven days,
thus, although he accepted the adoption of the
Gregorian Calendar for purposes of efficiency,
he continued his personal observation under
the Julian. Whereas Britain adopted the Gregorian in the 18th century, the Russian Empire
never did, and that move came only after the
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917.
The name of our capital with its towering
obelisk honoring our country’s father, and
the presence of his image on the basic unit of
American currency, as well as the plethora of
places named for him across our land, attest to
the traditionally held view best articulated by
General Lighthorse Harry Lee, during his one
term in the House of Representatives, which
fortuitously coincided with Washington’s
death in 1799, proclaiming him to have been
“First in War, First in Peace and First in the
Hearts of his countrymen.”
We can do no better, hence I wish each of
you a Belated Happy George Washington’s
Birthday!
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Seeking information
My name is Max Lowery. I
am a fourth-grader at Evansville Day School. I am doing
a report on Virginia. I would
appreciate it if you would publish my letter in your newspaper. I would like your readers
to send me objects, information, postcards, etc. about Virginia. Please send them to:
Max Lowery, Evansville Day
School, 3440 N. Green River
Road, Evansville, IN 47715.
Thank you.

Max Lowery,
Evansville, Ind.

Orchestra
is a blessing

Since first discovering what
a pleasant and rewarding experience attending a symphony
performance can be, I have
been attending them wherever
my travels have taken me.
Now that I am retired I feel
blessed that we have the Northern Neck Orchestra in Kilmarnock and I would like to encourage others in the community to
enjoy its performance.
The conductor, Guy Hayden
from Newport News, and the
musicians, many of whom are
local and some of whom are
local high school students,
are very talented and do an
excellent job. The acoustics at
the Lancaster Middle School
Theater in Kilmarnock are
quite good, the ticket price for
admission is affordable and the
parking is easy.

Floyd Hollister,
Kilmarnock

Buy local
The new focus has been to
buy local and support local
businesses.
This is a wonderful idea.
However, the Town of Kilmarnock needs to adhere to
this buying practice, too. The
Chamber of Commerce struggles to promote all of the local
businesses only to have the
Town of Kilmarnock buy elsewhere.
Example, the town recently
purchased three commercial
generators; all were bought
in Chesapeake. Now how is
that supporting our local businesses?
The town also outsourced the
company that did the electrical
installation on the units.

Delaina Cooper,
Lancaster

Government
is the problem

Obama and the Democrats
are in the process of growing
the federal government by over
20 percent.
Currently, the only jobs
growth is in the federal government; however, this is counter
productive. The federal government doesn’t produce anything and, consequently, has to
depend on the private sector to
fund these jobs. This is even
more problematic because most
federal jobs are grossly overpaid
in salary and benefits compared
to similar jobs in the private
sector.
With the exception of a few
agencies, the federal government does not produce anything
but rules and regulations that
reduce individual rights and
freedoms. Only two groups are
benefited by this system: political power brokers and those on
the public dole, lazy ne’er-dowells and illegal aliens.
A case in point, does anybody
remember the reason given for
the establishment of the Depart-
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ment of Energy during the
Carter Administration or what
the reasoning was for this new
federal bureaucracy?
The Department of Energy
has now thrown away several
hundred billion dollars in support of the purpose for which it
was created, a purpose that few
can remember, and a purpose
toward which there has been
zero accomplishment.
The Department of Energy
was instituted August 4,1977, to
lessen our dependence on foreign oil. It would seem that its
accomplishments have been just
the opposite. We are now more
dependent than ever on foreign
oil, even though we have vast
known untapped onshore and
offshore resources of oil, natural gas, coal and uranium.
Thirty-two years later, the
budget for this department is
now at $24.2 billion a year. It
has 16,000 federal employees
and about 100,000 contract
employees; but what has been
accomplished? All of the bona
fide domestic energy industries
(those that can produce energy
at an affordable rate) are demon-

ized. American companies are
prevented from drilling for oil
or natural gas, even though it’s
OK for Cuba and China to drill
off the coast of Florida and OK
for Russia to drill off the coast
of Alaska. Coal extraction was
put off limits in Utah (against
the desires of the residents),
but to get the same grade coal,
we now import it from Malaysia. The EPA, through its draconian edicts, has added some
40,000 miners to the unemployment rolls in western Virginia
and West Virginia.
Nuclear power has also been
demonized and no nuclear
power plants have been built in
over 30 years while France and
Germany get over 50 percent
of their electrical power from
nuclear power. (I thought the
liberals were saying we should
be more like the Europeans).
France bought their nuclear
power plant design (French
power plants were massed produced, all using the same basic
plan) from a U.S. company
(I believe it was GE) when it
became impossible to build
nuclear power plants in the U.S.

By the way, nuclear plants do
not produce CO2 or other emissions.
The Department of Energy
cannot even handle the safe
deposal of spent nuclear fuel
rods, even though it has spent
billions building a facility for
this purpose in Nevada. At this
time, most spent nuclear power
rods sit idly in open ponds in
the vicinity of the power plant
where they were used, just waiting for something to happen.
And now we are going to let
the federal government grow
even bigger while knowing that
the current recession was largely
caused by governmental meddling in the mortgage industry.
And this new larger government
will take away more of our freedoms through more rules and
regulations, all of which will
increase the cost of all goods
and services while, at the same
time, the bloated bureaucracy
will demand more in fees and
taxes. To a large extent, the government is the problem. Wake
up America!

Jesse Dize,
Kilmarnock

Commission (BRAC) is a
bipartisan commission which
Congress created to independently evaluate the needs of
our military and decide where
the priorities must be placed
and therefore which bases
are to remain open or are to
be closed. When the BRAC
issues its report, Congress
has two options: vote yes or
vote no on the commission’s
directives. The president’s
commission forces no such
vote so there is no requirement to take action to balance the budget or reduce our
national debt.
Cutting spending and
managing our funds effectively are ways we can balance the budget and pay off
our debt, which stands at an
obligated $40,000 for every
man, woman, and child in this
nation. Point in case: did you
know that the money we have
in a trust fund to pay for our
national highways is in a noninterest bearing account? For
the past 10 years, balances in
the Highway Trust Fund have
not earned any interest. We
might as well be keeping that
money under our mattresses.
Up until 10 years ago, we

used to keep this money in
interest bearing accounts.
In fact, from Fiscal Years
1969-1998, a total of $22
billion in interest was credited to the Trust Fund. If we
had not invested these funds,
the Highway Account would
already be in a 50-year deficit
of almost $7 billion.
To correct this problem, I
introduced H.R. 457, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 and require that
we go back to the practice of
keeping those funds in interest bearing accounts. This is
but one of dozens of ideas
which are pending before
Congress to help end our
massive deficits.
We need legislators who
are willing to work together
and bring innovative ideas to
the conference table to tackle
the national debt and balance
the federal budget. If we continue to kick the can down the
road and place the burdens
of debt on our children and
grandchildren, it will only be
a matter of time until other
nations grow weary of purchasing our debt and we will
face even larger problems in
the future.

man of the
board
of
trustees
of
the Intercollegiate Studies Institute,
a conservative, nonprofit
educational
organization.
Regnery
R e g n ery’s 2008 book, Upstream:
The Ascendance of American
Conservatism, won high praise
from William F. Buckley Jr.,
Robert Novak, and George Will,
said committee chairman Joan
Blackstone. The book traces the
development of the American
conservative movement from
1945 to the present.
A silent auction to raise funds
for the local Republican Party

Ladies Apparel

Resort, Casual and Special Occasion
Jewelry & Accessories
24 W. Church Street • Kilmarnock, VA
435-2200 • Mon.–Sat. 10-5

Murphy Seed Service, Inc.

Let us help you with
your Garden Needs
Route 202, Mt. Holly, Va. • 804-472-2755

The Animal Welfare League
of the Northern Neck
cordially invites you to the

GRAND OPENING
OF OUR THRIFT SHOP
at its new location at
75 South Main Street; Kilmarnock, Virginia

(the corner of Main Street & Irvington Road,
the former location of the Twice Told Tales book store)

Saturday, February 27, 2010
10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Festivities begin at 10:00 with
Delegate Albert Pollard heading up the
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Regnery to speak at Reagan dinner
Conservative author Alfred
S. Regnery, publisher of The
American Spectator, will speak
at the 13th annual Reagan Day
Dinner sponsored by the Lancaster County Republican Committee.
The dinner will be held March
21 at Indian Creek Yacht and
Country Club near Kilmarnock.
First District Rep. Rob Wittman
will be master of ceremonies.
Regnery participates in the
Conservative Action Project, a
group of some 100 conservative organizations that recently
signed The Mount Vernon Statement, a recitation of beliefs in
Constitutional
Conservatism
designed to unite economic,
social and national security conservatives under common goals.
Regnery also serves as chair-

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783

Our Spring Vegetable
Seeds Have Arrived.

by Rep. Rob Wittman
his
week
President
Obama signed an executive order to establish the
“National Commission on
Fiscal Responsibility and
Reform.”
The commission will be cochaired by President Clinton’s
former White House Chief of
Staff, Erskine Bowles, and
former Sen. Alan Simpson
(R-WY).
According to the White
House, the commission “will
build bipartisan consensus to
put forth solutions to tackle
our long-ignored fiscal challenges.”
While I support the president’s efforts to end the deficit and place our country on
a path to fiscal stability, this
commission lacks the teeth
to enact any changes, and
it ignores the fact that we
already have a commission
to balance the budget: Congress.
If we are to be truly honest
with ourselves when it comes
to ending the deficit and
paying down the debt, we
must be willing to accept the
hard choices that come with
it. For example, the Base
Realignment and Closure

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

Independant Southern States Dealer

The Congressional Report

T

The

will be part of the evening’s
agenda. To donate items, call
Blackstone at 435-6464.
The dinner is $45 per person.
For reservations, send checks
payable to the Lancaster County
Republican Committee to P.O.
Box 1215, Kilmarnock, VA
22482.

Meet some furry canine guests of honor.
Enjoy refreshments, drawings for fabulous
prizes donated by area merchants, plus our
same, great merchandise and low prices –
all in our big, beautiful new store.
Hope you can join us!

I needed to see a quality
doctor quickly.
I chose Sentara Urgent Care.

Open seven days a week, Sentara Urgent
Care at Sentara Gloucester Medical Arts is
the choice for urgent care services. Doctors
Gerald A. Packer and Wendell T. Poulsen
are experienced, board-certified physicians
dedicated to delivering fast, quality healthcare
to their patients. And, with other physician
practices and diagnostic services available
on-site, getting comprehensive healthcare is
more convenient than ever.

Gerald Allen
Packer, MD

Wendell Turner
Poulsen, Jr., MD

Urgent Care

Urgent Care

• Certified by the
American Board
of Emergency
Medicine

• Certified by the
American Board
of Emergency
Medicine

Sentara Urgent Care
At Sentara Gloucester Medical Arts • 5659 Parkway Drive, Suite 100
Gloucester, VA 23061 • (Located in the Gloucester Business Park, Route 17)
804-210-1005
Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm • Saturday - Sunday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

sentara.com/sentaramedicalgroup

Your community not-for-profit health partner
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History of Campbell Funeral Home, 1919-1978

This article, written by the
Rev. Joseph D. Martin, pastor
of of Calvary Baptist Church
in Kilmarnock, as dictated by
Quentin DePernell Campbell
in 1978, was submitted to
the Rappahannock Record in
recognition of Black History
Month by the daughters of
the late Rev. Herman Edward,
Jean and Abrey Campbell,
Eilver Privette, and Walice
and Carroll Smith.

F

ifty-nine years ago the
Campbell Funeral Home
was established by William
“Mac” Campbell and son,
Robert Mac Campbell. They
were the first Afro-American
undertakers located in lower
Northumberland
County.
From a small white frame
structure in the community
of Lynhams, which is now
known as Bluff Point near
Kilmarnock, they served the
community for many years.
In those days their equipment consisted of a harnessed
horse drawn Cathedral Hearse
and two plush Warfield-Rowe
caskets. This equipment was
purchased from the Kelson
Funeral Home in Baltimore, Maryland. Mr. Whayland Dunaway, an heir to

the Kelson Estate, made the
financial arrangements which
enabled the Campbells to purchase the equipment and offer
appropriate services.
Under the leadership of William “Mac,” also called “Billy
Mac,” and his eldest son,
Robert Mac, their services
grew to include the making of
caskets. While Billy Mac was
a sawmiller by trade, he had
materials available to make
their own caskets as needed.
His other children also shared
in the responsibility of the
family business. Sons William Campbell, Ostin Campbell, and Quintin Campbell
would build the coffins and
daughter Ruby would dress
the caskets (putting the lining
inside). In later years they
made their own vaults. The
vault molds were later sold
to the Self Vault Company in
Farnham, Virginia. Walking
through the cemeteries, Mr.
Quentin Campbell can still
point out some of the vault
tops that were made with his
father’s vault molds.
The manner in which
deceased people were prepared for viewing and burial
warrants some consideration,
for “Billy Mac” and Robert

William “Mac” Campbell

did not utilize contemporary
techniques and they did not
employ chemicals or preservatives. Preparation was done
in the following manner: a
deceased person was shrouded
(washed and dressed) and laid
out in bed at home. A penny
was placed on each eyelid;
a saucer containing table
salt would be placed on the
stomach. This was done in
the belief that it would prevent any internal movement
of anything in the abdominal cavity. All pictures in the
room were either covered or
turned to face the wall. During

Rotary seeks support for Haiti relief
KILMARNOCK—In
response to the grave situation
in Haiti following the recent
devastating earthquake, the
Northern Neck Rotary Club
through its foundation, the
Northern Neck Rotary Charitable Trust, urges the community to assist in housing the
millions of people left homeless.
Individual and business contributions to the Trust will be

combined with those of club
members and forwarded to
ShelterBox USA, a 501(3)
(c) nonprofit organization, for
the purchase and delivery of
shelter boxes to the area in the
name of the “Community of
the Northern Neck,” said Rick
Varnier, international service
director of the Northern Neck
Rotary Club.
A shelter box is a container
with a ten-person tent, sleep-

Swimmers meet the challenge
Thirty-eight youth participating in a recent Swim for Haiti
fund-raiser swam 1,000 laps to meet a $1,000 lap challenge
initiated by Chesapeake Bank. Through sponsorships and
the challenge, they raised a total of $2,372 for support of the
American Red Cross efforts in Haiti. The swim-a-thon was
organized by the Chesapeake Academy seventh-grade with
advice from athletic director Cynthia Walker. It was held at
the Northern Neck Family YMCA in Kilmarnock and several
members of the Northern Neck Master Swim Team donated
an additional 322 laps.

ing bags/pads, pots, pans,
dishes, tools and other necessities to house 10 people for an
extended period, said Varnier.
Thousands of these shelter
boxes have been distributed
around the world to refugees of
natural and man-made disasters.
Thus far, more than 7,000
boxes have been sent to Haiti
and thousands more are on the
way. Even with the generous
outpouring of assistance, thousands more tents are needed
to provide temporary housing
until some semblence of order
can be restored, he said.
Each shelter box costs
$1,000 which seems costly
until one considers the cost of
assembling and warehousing
the boxes and delivery to the
areas of need, said Varnier. The
Northern Neck Club previously
sent a box from local funds as
did a number of other clubs
in the immediate area, including the Kilmarnock, Irvington,
White Stone Club.
Donations should be made
to “The Northern Neck Rotary
Charitable Trust” (a non-profit
501(3) (c) organization) and
mailed to the Northern Neck
Rotary, P.O. Box 108, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
Donations may be made
at any branch of the Bank of
Lancaster by placing the donation in an envelope marked
“Rotary.” Additional information on the shelter box program
may be found at shelterboxusa.
org.

hot or humid weather fruit
jars were filled with ice and
placed around the late person.
If mice or other rodents were
present, black pepper was
spread on the bed surrounding the departed one.
Whenever possible, an
expired person’s remains
would be funeralized from
the family’s church. However,
there were instances when
the deterioration process was
obvious and burial occurred
as soon as the immediate
family gathered to pay their
last respects.
These services were initially rendered for the Tapscot
Funeral Home in Kilmarnock,
which was the white undertaker, for Afro-American clients. Billy Mac would to to
their homes for Mr. Tapscot.
This was how the seed was
planted for the Campbells to
start their own business.
After study at Eckels College of Mortuary Science
and serving at Keen & Keen
Funeral Home in Philadelphia, Penn., and graduating
from Van De Vyvers Institute of Mortuary Science and
apprenticeship training at
Cunningham & Minor Funeral
Home in Richmond, Virginia,

and licensing in 1928, son
Quentin D. Campbell joined
the staff as Embalmer and
Funeral Director. He became
the first black (native of Northumberland County) licensed
embalmer and funeral director
of the Northern Neck.
At the death of William
Mac Campbell in 1931, son
Robert Campbell assumed the
business.
Mrs. Ruby Mac Campbell Morris, the sister of
Robert and Quentin, served
an apprenticeship and was
licensed as a Funeral Directress in 1953 and joined the
staff in the same capacity. She
still serves tirelessly today.
Mrs. Marietta Lee Campbell, wife of Quentin, and
E. James Waddy and Milton
Campbell, both cousins, also
joined the staff as licensed
Assistant Funeral Directors.
After the death of Robert
Campbell in 1962, Quentin
assumed the business.
Brenda
E.
Campbell,
daughter of Quentin, completed her studies at Eckels
College of Mortuary Science
in Philadelphia, Penn. and
serving her apprenticeship
under her father, was licensed
in 1965, thus becoming the

first woman (black or white)
to be a licensed Embalmer
and Funeral Director in the
Northern Neck. At present
she is the manager.
The new and present establishment was erected in 1949
on North Church Street across
from Calvary Baptist Church,
just one and a half miles from
the original location.
Mr. Campbell has given
many years of faithful and
dedicated service to the community and to the Northern
Neck. He also assisted many
other funeral homes in various capacities. He has served,
under contract, at the Cox
Funeral Home in Merry Point,
Virginia; John Arvery Weaver
Funeral Home in Nuttsville,
Virginia; Pinkard Funeral
Home in Brookvale, Virginia;
Joseph Johnson Funeral Home
in King George, Virginia;
The Julia F. Weldon Funeral
Home in Burgess, Virginia;
the Weldon Funeral Home in
Nomini Grove, Virginia; and
Dorsey Thompson Funeral
Home in Warsaw, Virginia.
This fine staff of Quentin,
Ruby, and Brenda exemplify
their motto, “Where friendship dwells and proves itself ”
as they continue on.

