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By 4-2 vote, town council
funds fire department roof
by Audrey Thomasson

An empty manger awaits the birth
of Jesus on Christmas Day. This
Nativity scene is in front of Jim and
Ginger Philbrick’s home in White
Stone. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Area churches
plan Christmas
celebrations
S

everal area churches have planned
Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day services. The following churches
notified the Rappahannock Record of
their special services.

KILMARNOCK—The
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department
(KVFD) received an early Christmas
gift Monday when town council members voted 4-2 to fully fund replacement of the firehouse’s 35-year-old
roof at a cost of $40,000.
A second request by firefighters to
replace a 40-year-old generator at a
cost of some $30,000 will be fullfilled
by another Santa, Harvey Williams of
Mathews, a former equity-partner in
the Grace Hill development. With the
demise of the subdivision, Williams
offered to donate a generator to help
the fire department.
While everything came together
in the end, council’s discussion on
Monday was a rocky road for the
three fire department representatives in attendance. Administration
and finance committee chair William
Smith’s recommendation to “invest”
$20,000 in the structure fired up council member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn.
Nunn praised fighfighters for their
heroism and dedication and thanked
their families for their sacrifices.
However, she said any town funding
would come from taxpayers’ money.
“It belongs to the citizens of the
town...it is not ours to donate and
there is no provision in...the town
charter for donations to volunteer

“I’ve been approached by 40 to 50 citizens of this
town—people see it as legitimate...they’d rather see
the town financially support the fire department
over hiring consultants...I look at them as heros. It’s
time for the town to step up...I support funding of the
$40,000 for the roof.”
—Mayor Raymond Booth, Kilmarnock
or charitable organizations,” Nunn
said. She suggested they get some
of the funding from Northumberland
County since “approximately 40 percent of the area covered by (KVFD) is
in Northumberland...which provides
no money for those services.”
Nunn suggested Northumberland
“should come forth with $30,000...
because at the moment they are contributing nothing...if they do not wish
to contribute, then the fire department’s services should be cut off at
the town limits...along the county
line.”
She also suggested firefighters
could make about $22,000 a year if
they charged $100 for each call and
$50 an hour for use of equipment.
She based the figures on 150 calls
at a three-hour minimum each. And
she questioned how much milage the
trucks could be accumulating each

year. “If a truck has 5,000 miles on
it a year, is it necessary to purchase a
new truck every five years?”
Council member Johnny Smith,
who noted he was a member of the
KVFD, said the department has been
protecting the town for over 80 years.
“It’s time to step up and help the fire
department,” he said.
“I don’t see this as a donation, but
as an investment in the town,” said
William Smith.
Mayor Raymond Booth objected to
only funding half the amount needed
for the roof. He said firefighters
are taken for granted and that they
remove a great financial burden from
the town by providing the service.
“I’ve been approached by 40 to
50 citizens of this town—people see
it as legitimate...they’d rather see
the town financially support the fire
department over hiring consultants...”

Christmas Eve
December 24

by Audrey Thomasson

Christmas Day
December 25

H Zion Baptist Church, 7 a.m.
H St. Francis de Sales Catholic, 9 and
11 a.m. and 5 p.m.
H Seventh-Day Adventist, 9 a.m.
H Grace Episcopal, 10 a.m.

Above, Noah Booth
shovels snow from in front
of his dad’s store on Main
Street in Kilmarnock
during the snowfall
December 16.
Photo by Starke Jett

Record posts
holiday schedule
This is the final issue of the Rappahannock Record for 2010.
The paper will not be published the
week between Christmas and New
Year’s and the office will be closed
for the holidays from Thursday,
December 23, until 9 a.m. Monday,
January 3.
The first issue of 2011 will be published Thursday, January 6. Regular
deadlines apply: display advertising, Monday at 5 p.m.; and classified advertising and news, Tuesday
at noon.
Around the clock, news items may
be submitted by email to editor@
RRecord.com and display and classified advertisements may be sent to
mail@RRecord.com.
Send postal mail to P. O. Box 400,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482; fax items to
804-435-2632, or submit them by
hand through the mail slot on the
front door at 27 North Main Street,
Kilmarnock.
This week, readers will find in Section D the annual Season’s Greetings
featuring letters to Santa and holiday
greetings from area merchants.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to all of our readers, advertisers
and friends.
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ROOF, continued on page A2

Homicide
and child
neglect charges
are certified
to grand jury

H Asbury United Methodist, 4 p.m.
H Living Water Lutheran, 4:30 p.m.
H Grace Episcopal, 4:30, 10:30 p.m.
and 11 p.m.
H St. Mary’s Whitechapel Episcopal,
5 p.m.
H St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, 5 p.m.
H Campbell Memorial Presbyterian,
5 p.m.
H St. Stephen’s Episcopal, 5 p.m.
H St. Francis de Sales Catholic, 5
p.m.
H Kilmarnock Baptist, 5 p.m.
H Good Shepherd Lutheran, 5 p.m.
and 5:30 p.m.
H White Marsh Church, 6 p.m.
H Claybrook Baptist, 6:30 p.m.
H White Stone Church of the Nazarene, 7 p.m.
H Mila United Methodist, 7 p.m.
H Kilmarnock United Methodist, 7
and 11 p.m.
H Bethel-Emmanuel United Methodist, 7 p.m. at Bethel.
H Providence Baptist, 7:30 p.m.
H Maple Grove Baptist, 7:30 p.m.
H Trinity Episcopal, 11 p.m.
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said Mayor Booth. “I look at them as
heros. It’s time for the town to step
up...I support funding of the $40,000
for the roof.”
“Supporting a fire department pales
in comparison to what it would cost if
we fold our tents and go home,” said
Tom Jones, president of KVFD. He
noted costs are out of control, with
a truck running about $500,000 and
more. However, he agreed they would
consider asking Northumberland
County for funding, but added they
would never consider cutting off service to Northumberland residents.
“I don’t think its outrageous to go
to Northumberland County and ask
for funds...you’re perfectly within
your rights,” said Mayor Booth. The
mayor then challenged council to
put funding for KVFD in the budget
“every year.”
Town manager Tom Saunders
said staff had estimated the assessed
value of commercial buildings in Kilmarnock at $172 million, excluding
churches, schools and nonprofit organizations. He also estimated each
Kilmarnock residence saves between
$150 to $300 on insurance premiums
based on having town water and a fire
department.
“It’s very clear from other locations—residents save more in fire

S

Let it
snow

now started falling
in Lancaster County
around 11 a.m. and continued to fall until early evening December 16. Some
areas received as much as
3.5 inches.
The storm meant an early
and extended holiday break
for students in Lancaster
County schools, which did
not hold school last Thursday or Friday. Friday was
supposed to have been the
students’ last day of school
until they return on January 3.
Meanwhile, meteorologists are also predicting a
White Christmas day.
More snow photos
appear at RRecord.com.
From left, Evan Steensma,
Blake Smith and Henry
Smith, all of Weems, had
a snowball fight during a
day home from school last
Thursday.
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Directory.............................C-7
Notices.................................C-6
Obituaries..........................B5-6
Opinion...............................A4-5

Police...................................A3
Schools.........................C9-10
Sports..................................C8
Upcoming............................B-3

LANCASTER—A judge heard a
prosecution theory of shaken baby
syndrome in the death of a 5-monthold infant and on Tuesday certified
to a grand jury felony charges of
homicide and child neglect against
Brent Phillip Snyder.
A single felony charge of manufacture with intent to distribute an
illegal substance also was certified
against the defendant.
Juvenile and Family Relations
Judge R. Michael McKenney also
found Snyder, 18, guilty on two
misdemeanor charges of possession
of narcotics and sentenced him to
12 months in jail with 10 months
suspended and the loss of his driver’s license for a year.
Snyder was arrested September
15 and charged with the death of
a baby that was left in his care by
Holly E. Selph, his live-in girlfriend
and the baby’s mother. Synder is not
related to the child.
Dr. Robin Foster, a pediatric emergency care physician at the Medical
College of Virginia (MCV), testified the infant died of injuries consistent with shaken baby syndrome
and that an autopsy showed there
were also signs of a previous incident. The baby also had a partially
healed fracture of his arm, which
Dr. Foster estimated occurred about
six weeks prior to his death.
Under cross-examination by
defense attorney Devin Hensley,
Dr. Foster testified the head injuries and bruising could not have
occurred from a fall or rolling off
the couch as alleged by Snydor in
statements he made to sheriff ’s
deputies on September 13, the day
of the incident.
While Selph remained composed
during her testimony about the day’s
events, she cried during the doctor’s
testimony.
Hensley did not present any
defense witnesses.
Assistant Commonwealth’s attorney Julian Harman prosecuted the
case before Judge McKenney.
The case is set to go before a
grand jury at 9 a.m. Friday, January 28.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Winter wonderland
A mid-December snowfall blanketed the Northern Neck last week. View a related slide show
at RRecord.com.
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Christmas Boat: Luck of the draw beats Santa’s timing
by Starke Jett
The tradition of giving and receiving in the
spirit of Christmas brought early rewards this holiday season for Daniel Deitz, 12, of Callao.
It started last summer when Deitz bought a $5
raffle ticket at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum
booth at a Christmas in July in Heathsville. The
ticket represented his chance at winning a 16-foot
wooden deadrise skiff made by museum boatbuilding volunteers. Proceeds from his purchase
would benefit the museum.
The team builds a boat every year to raffle at
the museum’s annual oyster roast in November,
according to volunteer Dick Doyle. With an outboard engine, the total package is worth more than
$5,000.
The boat builders spend about $3,000 on the
materials and engine, said Doyle. The labor is
donated. Selling 2,500 tickets at $5 each, the
museum could bring in $12,500 if every ticket is
sold. Profits benefit the museum, said Doyle.
The boat-building team is gratified that a local
youth won the skiff, he said.
“I had forgotten about it,” said young Deitz
as he stood in his new vessel. “I can’t wait until
summer.”

He had borrowed money from his father, Phillip, to buy the ticket. His dad recalled that his son
talked for an hour about winning the boat after
they bought the raffle ticket.
“It was like he knew he was going to win,” said
the older Deitz. “He told me, ‘Dad I want to buy
a ticket.’ I said, ‘You’re not going to win.’ He said,
‘Yes, I am.’”
The Deitzs own Callao Lumber Supply, a fourgeneration, family-operated business. The skiff
is under a shed at the business until spring. The
wooden hull needs to swell for a week or two after
it is put in the water before it can be used. Daniel
and his buddies sat in it on the trailer the day it was
delivered, planning their upcoming adventures.
“He was carried away,” said his dad. “We’ll have
to sell the family boat because he won’t want to go
out in anything but the skiff.”
Daniel has already been told the rules of the
water for a new wooden boat owner. Life jackets
must be worn when using it. The bottom must be
scraped and painted at least once a year. But it is
obvious that Daniel is already planning to take
good care of his new possession.
“I don’t know if I want to go crabbing in it,” said From left, Daniel Deitz and his father, Phillip, display the skiff Daniel won in a raffle to benefit
Daniel. “I don’t want to mess it up.”
the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum.

Planning commission members and citizens
to review Kilmarnock comprehensive plan
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—The town
planning commission’s review of
Kilmarnock’s 5-year comprehensive plan got off to a sputtering
start last week. Advance copies of
the plan had been distributed to
the members, but it seemed few
if any had reviewed it prior to the
meeting.
One member spent most of the
meeting on a handheld email and
smartphone device.
According to planning director
Marshall Sebra, the meeting was
intended to be the first working
session. “What did you see in the
plan that needs to be changed?”
Sebra asked members.
Responding to the question,
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member Denis Bouslough
brought up a recent rezoning
request at 201 Irvington Road.
Although the commission recommended rezoning the home
there to commercial, town council turned down the request.
“It seems we need to address
Irvington Road as a gateway,”
Bouslough said.
Town attorney Chris Stamm
noted the comprehensive plan
already addresses the gateway
issue.
During the discussion that followed, several members stated

concerns that council’s action
was in conflict with the comprehensive plan. However, Stamm
explained the plan is only a guide
and council is free to choose to
go in another direction.
Sebra said two people have
volunteered to serve on an advisory committee with commission
members to recommend revisions to the plan, but he hopes
more citizens will join over the
next few weeks. He said the
committee is open to residents,
business owners and citizens
who live outside town limits.

However, commission members insisted on using their previous approach of dividing up the
plan’s five chapters among members and coming back with their
own recommendations.
Sebra noted the first two
chapters deal with information
supplied from the 2010 census.
Members Steve Bonner and
Lindsy Gardner will review chapter 3; Dave Reedy and Claudia
Williamson, who was absent due
to an illness, will review chapter
4; Jane Ludwig and Bouslough
will review chapter 5.

Land Conservancy endorses the
renewal of tax incentive program
WASHINGTON, D.C.—After
a year-long lapse that left many
important conservation donations in limbo, Congress recently
renewed a tax incentive for private
landowners—especially working
family farmers and ranchers—
who protect their land with a voluntary conservation agreement.
As soon as President Obama
signs H.R. 4853, the incentive
will be in effect through December 31, 2011, and be retroactive
to January 1, 2010, said Northern
Neck Land Conservancy board
president Page Henley.
The incentive, which had
expired at the end of 2009,
helped the Northern Neck Land
Conservancy work with willing
landowners to conserve productive agricultural lands and natural
areas between 2006 and 2009,
said Henley.
Conservation-minded landowners have until December 31,
2011, to take advantage of a significant tax deduction for donating a
voluntary conservation agreement
to permanently protect important
natural or historic resources on
their land, he said. When landowners donate a conservation easement, they maintain ownership
and management of their land
and can sell or pass the land on to

Roof

continued from page A1

insurance premiums than they
pay in town real estate taxes,”
said town attorney Chris
Stamm.
The total cost of the roof
amounts to $30 per resident,
added mayor Booth.
In a 180-degree turn, Nunn
made the motion to give
$40,000 to replace the roof
from the town’s reserve fund.
“I changed my mind when I
heard about the insurance savings,” Nunn said.
The motion passed on a 4-2
vote. Supporting the measure
were Nunn, Randy Mowbray,
Paul Jones and Johnny Smith.
Smith claimed VML attorney
Mark Flynn said he could vote
on the issue because he did
not make money from serving
on the fire department. Voting
against full funding were William Smith and Shawn Donahue.
Nunn’s
motion
clearly
stunned Mayor Booth. “Boy,
that was a surprise,” Booth
said. “I’d like to thank councilwoman Nunn. And I mean that
sincerely.”

their heirs, while foregoing future
development rights.
“Our whole community wins
when landowners voluntarily conserve their land this way, protecting wildlife habitat, the watershed,
scenic landscapes, recreational
spaces, and productive agricultural lands,” said Henley.
“Conservation
agreements
have become an important tool
nationally and statewide for protecting our watersheds, farms
and forests, increasing the pace
of private land conservation by
a third – to over a million acres
a year,” he said. “The Northern
Neck Land Conservancy joins

America’s 1,700 land trusts and
their two million supporters in
thanking Congress for making
this important conservation tool
available.”
The enhanced incentive
applies to a landowner’s federal
income tax, explained Henley. It
raises the deduction a donor can
take for donating a voluntary
conservation agreement from 30
percent of their income in any
year to 50 percent; allows farmers and ranchers to deduct up to
100 percent of their income; and
increases the number of years
over which a donor can take
deductions from 6 to 16 years.

Sebra said he plans to have
an advisory committee together
by the commission’s January 11
meeting.
In other business, planners
decided to move their meetings
up to 6 p.m. for a trial period of
six months. Over the past couple
of months, no citizens have
attended the meetings.

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors on
Thursday, December 30, will
discuss a proposed partnership
with the Northern Neck Land
Conservancy to co-hold conservation easements.
The meeting will begin at
7 p.m. in the General District
courtroom in the courthouse.
Supervisors also will hold an
organizational session to select
new officers for 2011 and adopt
by-laws.

Rappahannock FloRist
would like to wish you a

Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year !
We will be closed December 24 thru Jan. 2
Re-open January 3.

804-438-5800
3443 iRvington Road

iRvington, va
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Weekend robbery is a wake-up
call for merchants and citizens
by Audrey Thomasson

WHITE STONE—A weekend break-in
at White Stone Wine and Cheese resulted
in little cash for the robber, according to the
store owner.
“He took the cash register, which he pried
open...then dumped out back,” said owner
Bruce Watson. “He got away with...little cash
since I don’t keep any in there” and none of

the wine was touched, he added. “The front
door was kicked in...but the glass fell out in
one piece and didn’t break.”
According to White Stone Chief of Police
Bill Webb, the robbery was discovered about
2:30 a.m. on Sunday by Lancaster sheriff’s
department sergeant Bella Edwards.
While Lancaster Sheriff Ronnie Crocket
reported things have been relatively quiet this
holiday season, he warned citizens and store

owners to use caution.
“Merchants need to be mindful of the
economy and not leave cash in drawers. Keep
doors locked and lights on,” he said.
Also, when exiting a vehicle, he recommends locking cars manually using the lock
on the door rather than the electronic lock on
the key because criminals are using a device
that can reverse the electronic locking systems.
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STYLISH EYES

will close for Christmas at noon
on December 24
and will reopen January 3.
Thanks for a good year!
The

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett reported
the arrest of eight individuals
during the past week.

Felonies

Carrington D. Veney, 44, of
Lancaster Creek Drive was
charged December 15 on a
Richmond County warrant
with breaking and entering.
Rosemary Tomlin, 61, of
Doggett Lane was charged
December 17 on a Hampton
City warrant with failure of
bailee to return property.

Misdemeanors

A Lancaster area woman,
27, was charged December
13 with fraudulently receiving
goods/services.
A Greenvale Road woman,
33, was charged December 14
with violation of probation in a
Madison County case.
A School Street man, 35,
was charged December 16
with stalking.
A Sandlin Drive man, 41,
was charged December 19 with
domestic assault and battery.
A Merry Point Road man,
38, was charged December 20
with assault and battery.
A Haypit Lane man, 21, was
charged December 20 with
violation of probation.

Weekly log:

Dec. 13 : Staff responded
with animal control to a complaint of numerous dogs attacking a cat on Clover Lane.
Dec. 14 : Staff received a
complaint of e-mail account
hacking in an attempt to
fraudulently receive money
from a Marina Road resident
and a forgery/fraud report
from a Cowshed Road resident (possible identity theft).
Staff responded to a trespass
complaint on Riverwood
Drive, received information
about three suspicious persons on Rocky Neck Road,
and responded with assistance from the Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD) to a
domestic disturbance/destruction of property complaint on
Carlson Road.
Dec. 15 : Staff responded
with Emergency Medical Services (EMS) to a medical emergency on Ocran Road and with
KPD to the emergency room to
assist with a combative patient.
Staff assisted a Paynes Creek
Road resident who had locked
herself out of her home and
received a larceny report from
a Sage Hill Road Road resident
(credit fraud involved). Staff
responded to a motorist’s complaint of heavy debris on the
Norris bridge, to a domestic
disturbance and illegal removal
of property complaint on Taylors Creek Road, to a suspicious/unattended vehicle complaint on Cypress Lane and to
a possible stalking complaint
on Windmill Point Road.
Dec. 16 : Staff responded to
a two-car accident near Jessie
B. Dupont Hwy. and Good
Luck Road, a two-car accident
near Mary Ball and Old Salem
Roads, a single-vehicle acci-

dent near Bald Eagle Drive and
Ocran Road, a single-vehicle
accident near Mary Ball and
Old Salem roads, a singlevehicle accident in the 10600
block of Mary Ball Road, a
single-vehicle accident in the
6700 block of Mary Ball Road
and a two-vehicle accident in
the 8400 block of Mary Ball
Road. Staff responded to a
domestic disturbance on Riverwood Drive.
Dec. 17 : Staff received a
suspicious person complaint
from a Yopps Cove Road resident, recovered prescription
narcotics during the search
of the home of a probationer
and recovered a toolbox with
miscellaneous items from
alongside the roadway. Staff
responded with Virginia State
Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle accident at Mary Ball and
Good Luck roads, with KPD
to a disturbance/trespass complaint on Fox Hill Drive and to
a barking dog complaint in the
3100 block of White Chapel
Road.
Dec. 18 : Staff responded
to a disturbance call on Wilson
Lane, with EMS to a medical emergency on Riverwood
Drive and with VSP to a
domestic disturbance on Sandlin Drive. Staff received a
report of damages to a wheat
field near Windmill Point
and Mosquito Point roads (6
acres of wheat, $2,000 loss),
responded with VSP to a traffic
accident on James Wharf Road
and responded to a domestic
disturbance on Windmill Point
Road.
Dec. 19 : During routine late
night building checks, staff discovered an unsecured business
door in White Stone and found
that the business had been burglarized ($70 cash, cash register, window frame damaged;
$470 loss). Staff responded
to two destruction of property
complaints on King Carter
Drive and to a destruction of
property complaint in the 2500
block of Irvington Road.
Dec. 20 : Staff received
a larceny report from Johns
Neck Road (right rear tail light
assembly from a 1997 Ford
Ranger pickup, $275 loss) and
responded to an assault complaint on Merry Point Road.
Staff received a complaint from
a River Court resident about a
fraudulent attempt to obtain
her bank account information
(the caller said she was from
Nationwide Insurance, that the
insurance company’s computer
system had been hacked, that
the complainant’s information
was posted on the internet,
and asked for the complainant’s bank account information
so that the insurance company
could assist her in correcting
the problem). Staff received a
report of mailbox vandalism
from James Lane and investigated two suspicious persons
on Arrowhead Drive.
Dec. 21 : Staff was involved
in a deer strike accident while

LANCASTER COUNTY
CRIME SOLVERS
Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information on the whereabouts of four individuals.
Christine Carmon, 49, is wanted for failure to appear in Lancaster
Court for failing to pay fines and cost of court. She is described as a
black female with black hair and brown eyes, tattoos on each shoulder and a mole on her right eye. She is 5 feet 5 inches tall and weighs
155 pounds. Her last known address was 7503 Felixstowe Road in
Richmond.
Cassie E. Hudgins, 25, is wanted for a bad check. She is described
as a white female with brown hair and gray eyes. She is 5 feet 2
inches tall and weighs 130 pounds. Her last known address was 3284
Weems Road in Lancaster.
Christopher Marchand, 23, is wanted for a probation violation. He
is described as a white male with blond hair and black eyes. He is 6
feet 2 inches tall and weighs 160 pounds. His last known address was
80 Chase Street in Kilmarnock.
Mark O’Neal Cox, 37, is wanted for failure to appear in court for
child support. He is described as a black male with black hair, brown
eyes and a full beard. He is 6 feet 1 inch tall and weighs 250 pounds.
His last known address was 6 Sweet Gum Place in Hampton.
Lancaster County Crime Solvers pays a Cash reward up to $1,000
for information that is useful to law enforcement. Report information
at 462-7463. The line is not recorded and you do not have to appear
in court.

responding to a domestic disturbance on New South Road.
Staff responded with KPD to a
domestic disturbance on New
South Road, responded with
EMS to a medical emergency
on Levelgreen Road, checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant after
prearranged telephone contact
could not be made (no emergency services needed) and

responded to a complaint of a
sheep in the roadway on Pinckardsville Road.
The sheriff’s office also conducted 15 traffic stops, issued
three summonses, assisted 12
motorists, received five reports
of deer strikes, responded to
four building alarms, conducted six inmate transports
and received two calls for
animal control services.

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783

Thank you for your continued
support during 2010.
May the coming year bring you
many happy adventures.
Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Burgess House, Inc.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

Annual Inventory
Reduction Sale

All Merchandise 30%off
(excluding furniture which
is also at reduced prices)

HOURS: TUES, WED,

FRI. & SAT 10-5 PM

80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
Burgess, VA (804) 453-5900

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
www.burkesjewelers.com

86 South Main . Kilmarnock
804-435-1302.
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2 Locations to serve you
Your 2 Stop Shop
The management and staff would like to thank our loyal
customers for their support over the past year. Thanks to your
generosity we were able to support many local
organizations in our community.
From our family to yours we wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Thank you,
William A. Crowther
President
HOME CENTER

15115 Northumberland Hwy.
Burgess, VA 22432
804-453-4911
December 24 - Close 5 pm
December 25 - CLOSED
December 31 - Close 3 pm
January 1 - CLOSED

HOLIDAY
HOURS

MAIN PLANT

1807 Brickyard Road
Burgess, VA 22432

804-453-4511
December 24 & 25 - Closed
December 31 & January 1 - Closed
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Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac
D

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Mother Earth’s
perfect man
Henry Bashore was a quiet
man who devoted his life to
preserving God’s natural gifts
to us, for our children.
His love and passion for
nature were reflected in his
choices, from education, to his
life’s work.
Those of us lucky enough to
have known Henry will miss
him very much. Those who did
not know him can honor him by
reading Rachel Carson’s Silent
Spring to their children, with
the hope that they will awaken
the “Henry” inside each of us.
Rest in peace Henry, knowing that everyone you met,
or who read your papers will
never take a tree, stream, or
animal for granted.   

by Robert Mason Jr.

riving around Lancaster
County a few nights
ago, enjoying the Christmas decorations, I spotted a
sign in front of White Stone
Baptist Church that reads:
“Jesus—The Gift That
Keeps on Giving.”
It reminded me that the
true meaning of Christmas
is not about Santa Claus,
shopping for the best deal,
or winning the decorating
contest.
Christmas is not a myth.
December 25 is not just a
winter holiday.
It’s a Christian observance
of the birth of Jesus.
Then, a couple of days
later, I was reminded that it’s
much more than that.
I was standing in line to
pay for lunch at Lee’s Restaurant in Kilmarnock, when
a pamphlet distributed by
Lighthouse Baptist Church
caught my attention.
It notes: “The birth of
Jesus is not simply an interesting fact of history wholly
unrelated to your present life
. . . rather, it has direct bearing upon it.”
The message, from Dr.
Willard M. Aldrich, is
clearly stated: “He did not
come to be the inspiration
of sacred art, nor to be the
theme of glad song, much
less to be merely a good
man and a great teacher . .
. Jesus came to be the Saviour, and as such He was
born to you.”
He goes on to quote John
3:16, “For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.”
Dr. Aldrich says, and all
Christians will confirm, “To
receive the gift of God by
faith you must believe that
Christ actually was born to
be your Saviour and that He
died for your sins. Because
He arose victorious over
death, He offers you abundant, everlasting life.”
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if this Christmas season
everyone opened their
hearts and minds to Jesus?
If everyone truly received
the gift of God and accepted
Jesus as their Saviour?
Gathering my thoughts
as I write this final column
of 2010, it occurs to me
that the true meaning of
Christmas is more than
acknowledging, or observing
the birth of Christ. It goes
beyond accepting Jesus as
your Saviour.
The true meaning of
Christmas has more to do
with taking this knowledge
and running with it—using
it, practicing it and sharing
it with others.
So let us begin with the
gift of Jesus this Christmas
season, and continue to give
and to receive His blessings
throughout the new year.
Merry Christmas.
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Jack Burke,
White Stone

Ag practices need
to be addressed

This Great Blue Heron is right at home on top of the pump
house at King Carter Golf Course.

Photo by John Howard
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line
Focal Point.

Rep. Rob Wittman was
quoted in last week’s Record
as saying “Gov. Bob McDonnell and Secretary Domenech
have taken important steps
to safeguard the Commonwealth’s natural resources,
such as the Chesapeake Bay
…..”
Not true. Virginia’s Watershed Implementation Plan
(WIP) to reduce Chesapeake

Bay nutrient pollution does
not meaningfully address
agricultural pollution, which
causes half of bay pollution.
We have gone about as far
as we can to reduce urban
pollution. Ignoring the James
River, if all point source discharge from wastewater treatment plants was lowered to
the “Limit of Technology,”
pollution from stormwater
was halved and Combined
Sewage Overflow eliminated,
nitrogen (N) pollution would
be reduced less than 3 million
pounds per year (MPY), far
short of the reduction of 20
MPY being required by EPA.
A nitrogen reduction of 20
MPY can only be achieved by
significant improvements in
agricultural fertilization efficiency.
Consider the five “priority
practices” in the WIP for agriculture:
Nutrient
management
plans (NMPs) are proposed
to “cover 90 percent of available cropland .. by 2017.”
NMPs currently only regulate
the land application of some
animal waste. Can we expect
a new bureaucracy to tell
farmers how to fertilize over
three million acres given the
loopholes and lack of enforcement (e. g. 12VAC5-585550.A “The applied nitrogen
and phosphorous content of
biosolids shall be limited to

amounts established to support crop growth.”) that currently exists?
Vegetative Buffers only
35 feet wide are insufficient
according to EPA (2005).
Conservation
Tillage
reduces soil erosion but not
nitrogen pollution.
Cover crops sop up excess
fertilizer. Heavily subsidized,
society is being expected to
pay farmers to plant them, in
perpetuity.
Livestock Stream Exclusion
will have little effect on bay
water quality because so few
animals are grazed on fields.
Agricultural
fertilization
efficiency must be increased
by banning the land application of all animal waste, which
causes 25 percent of bay nutrient pollution but is used on
less than 10 percent of fields,
and moving toward the use of
controlled release chemical
fertilizers. The land application of animal waste causes so
much pollution that banning
the practice in Virginia would
achieve all of EPA’s mandated
N and phosphorus reduction
goals for the state.
It is clear to me that Rep.
Wittman and the Virginia
Administration are focused
on protecting farm profits,
not improving water quality,
despite what they say.

Dr. Lynton S. Land,
Ophelia

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.
Spreading sunshine

I did something yesterday that I had
always wanted to do: I was a wise man.
Well, actually, since our church was a
little low on kids, I was one of the three
wise men at the Christmas pageant. But
elected officials these days should cotton
to wisdom in any way they can.
Which is why I felt doubly blessed to
read a great article about a woman who
is far wiser than I will ever be. The Richmond Times Dispatch recently had a
piece about Doris Buffet of Fredericksburg. “The Sunshine Lady,” as she is
known, is the sister of Warren Buffet, one
of the world’s richest men. A fair amount
of those riches have spilled over, but as
is family tradition, Ms. Buffet hasn’t
let financial success get in the way of
common sense.

It was reported that Buffett, who is 82,
has a goal of giving away all her assets
before she dies, helping one person or
one good cause at a time. To date, she has
given away about half of her resources, a
whopping $120 million.
The Sunshine Lady likes “retail
giving,” that is giving directly to help
people rather than to a school, or for an
idea or research. The Sunshine Lady
Foundation, through which Buffett gives,
is not unconditional in its grants and gifts.
Instead, they leverage their gift by ensuring that every able-bodied person in a
household is contributing to the household.
Ms. Buffet visited a local human needs
institution, calling in the morning to say
that she would be there in the afternoon.
She stayed for a long time and asked all

the right questions. As “customers” of
the nonprofit came through the door, she
would chat with them to find out what
was really going on. They, the customers,
were completely unaware of their proximity to such wealth and privilege and were
chatty with the nice older lady whom they
assumed to be another volunteer.
According to the Times Dispatch,
Buffet said, “I was born wanting to do
this, possibly growing up in the Depression made some kind of impact on me.”
During her high school years, after her
father had been elected to Congress, she
remembers seeing the hopeless look of
a man carrying a suitcase made of cardboard and twine. “I burst into tears,” she
said. “I know it touched something in
me.”
Over 100 letters a week come in to

Ms. Buffett (a fair number come in to her
brother and are then forwarded to her for
the family’s “retail giving.”) Volunteers
comb through them and help determine
who is worthy of further consideration.
“Even a bad tire can ruin a life if you
can’t get to work. It’s such a wonderful
position to be able to rush right in, pay
the bills, keep the house from being taken
over, put food in the pantry,” Buffett was
quoted saying.
“Our reward is [in] the joy from seeing
people have some good luck once in a
while. I’m having a marvelous time with
the later years in my life.”
Those words prove that she is a wise
woman and she didn’t even have to be in
the pageant to prove it.
Merry Christmas, and may we all
enjoy the gifts we have been given.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the December 23, 1910, issue of the Vir- a box of rifle shells, 22 calibre, a tool chest, a nice lot of
thin white pine boards, some cakes, apples, oranges, nuts,
ginia Citizen)
candy and anything else you want. I hope I’m not asking
Letters To Santa Claus
Dear Santa - Please bring me these few things as I am a for too much. Don’t forget my little baby brother. I am 11
little girl four years old. I want you to bring me a doll baby, years old and will try to be good till Christmas. Your little
a little tub and wash board to wash my doll’s clothes, an friend,
Robert F. McCarty, Ottoman, Va.
orange, a big apple, some nuts and candy. I will be a nice
little girl until Christmas, and will go to bed early. I will Weems
remain your little girl.
Miss Cornelia Dameron is at home for the holidays,
Nellie Beatrice Slater, Merry Point, Va. from the school duties at Wirtland Seminary in WestmoDear Santa - If I am not too late making my request, reland County.
Miss Hattie Ashburn is teaching a private school at her
please bring me a pound of shot, a neck tie, a suit of
home
at this place.
clothes, some firecrackers, a companion, candy, cakes,
There
will be Christmas services at the chapel on
nuts, oranges and a lot of other goodies; also a big ball.
Sunday afternoon; also an entertainment and a treat for
Bye, bye Santa.
Willie Tolbert Thompson Jr., Irvington, Va. the children on Tuesday.
The patrons of the school here regret very much that
Dear Santa - I will write you what I want. Please bring our popular teacher, Miss Sallie Fichett, expects to leave
me a ball, a bat, a box of dominoes, two packages of fire- us at the close of the year.
crackers and some Roman candles. Your friend,
Ottoman
Austin McCarty, Ottoman, Va.
B. C. Brent fractured one of his bones in his right leg
Dear Santa - I will write you a letter to let you know just above the ankle, Friday morning.
Dr. Covington was in our neighborhood Friday doing
what I would like to have. Please bring me a ball-glove,

dental work.
Geo. Cottingham has recently rebuilt his store porch.
Lyell Ficklin, wife and son left on Saturday night’s
steamer, via Norfolk, for Spencer, N.C., to visit relatives.
The homes of Benjamin Franklin McCarty, William H.
Walker, and William H. Haynie were visited by the Stork
during the past week. The two former have each a son, the
latter a daughter.
Hon. J. C. Ewell, of Bertrand, is confined to the house
again with bronchitis. We wish him a speedy recovery.

Litwalton

Our school is running very nicely at last, considering
the drawbacks we have had.
Most everybody around here have killed hogs.
Those who have fences on the main road are getting
interested as they are often removed by road workers but
we will have a nice road after this winter in the opinion
of all.
It is quite likely our weather prophet struck the nail
on the head when he said we were going to have a tough
winter.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary
Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Excerpts

P

erhaps the only aspect of modern politics
that unites virtually all Americans is disdain
for the rancorous level to which public discourse
has deteriorated. Granted, if one reads some of
the 18th- and 19th-century debates in Congress,
one finds acrimony there as well, but the seeming paralysis that has emerged in recent years due
to the inability of leaders of both parties to work
together for the common good is particularly
troublesome. Quite simply, bi-partisanship is not
“in” these days.
Here in the Old Dominion one organization
has stood for nearly a quarter of a century as a
bulwark against such conduct. It strives to bring
together people of all persuasions to produce an
informed body politic. One of the root causes
of the present malaise is lack of knowledge, the
result of which is pontification without authentication. The institution of which I speak, Virginia
FREE, seeks through a wide array of meetings
and formats, reports and analyses, to give business leaders a basic understanding of the political
process as it affects their decision-making.
The converse is also true. Our state and congressional representatives have access to the
opinions of the business community in order to
be cognizant of what business needs to prosper in
Virginia. Virginia FREE meetings are significant
gatherings of the two driving forces of our political economy, business and government, arenas
in which each side can learn from and about the

by Henry Lane Hull
other.
several general meetings each year, in northern
Virginia FREE is the result of the collabora- Virginia in June and in Richmond in December.
tion between Sumpter Priddy, the resident guru Earlier this month the Richmond assemblage at
of all things political across the Commonwealth, the Jefferson Hotel drew two former governors,
and K. Clayton Roberts, an organizational genius Baliles and Wilder, former Lieutenant Goverwho has served as the group’s president and CEO nor John Hager, who also serves on the group’s
since its founding in 1988. Each year Clayton board of directors, and the Northern Neck’s own
schedules information quesformer State Senator
tion-and-answer sessions for
John Chichester, along
political candidates, meet- Partisanship is left behind
with numerous members
ings in which the represenfrom the General Assemat the door as these leaders
tatives of the business combly and the Executive
munity have the opportunity gather to share and learn
Branch.
to learn the positions of canPartisanship is left
didates for state and national from each other. Disseminat- behind at the door as
office.
these leaders gather to
Each response has a point ing information to increase
share and learn from
value, which becomes a knowledge is the unwavering each other. Dissemifactor in the overall mix
nating information to
of evaluation, resulting in purpose of Virginia FREE
increase knowledge is
a score for the candidate’s
the unwavering purpose
performance. In the end, and it does not deviate from
of Virginia FREE and
Virginia FREE members
it does not deviate from
that objective.
and the public at large have
that objective. This year’s
the scorecard to know the
featured speaker was Dr.
stances the candidate is taking, which means that Thomas Morris, the former Secretary of Edubusiness leaders can make objective decisions cation and President of Emory and Henry Colabout which candidate will be best in represent- lege. He gave an insightful address that offered a
ing their interests.
perspective on the recent election and prognosis
In addition to those forums, and a similar rating for the forthcoming legislative session. In previsystem for incumbents, Virginia FREE hosts ous years the distinguished political scientist Dr.

Robert Holsworth has been the speaker.
The group includes on its board of directors
some of the most recognizable names from the
Virginia business community. At this meeting
Irvington’s own Julien Patterson assumed the
chairmanship for the next year. He delivered
an especially inspiring and motivating address,
describing his transition from the federal government to the world of commerce, which must rank
as one of the finest such orations that any of those
present have heard. In essence he used his own
example as a microcosm for why business does
well in Virginia. When he concluded, the 350
members of the audience only wished he could
have gone on longer.
With Virginia FREE Clayton Roberts has laid
the foundation, and put in place the building
stones, for a new political and economic ethos
in the Old Dominion. Would that his vision and
efforts could inspire our national leaders as well.
Although we might not be able to claim Clayton
for the Northern Neck, we can note that for many
years he and his wife, Mary Beth, have kept their
boat on Mill Creek, a short hop across Ball’s
Neck and Dividing Creek from Cobbs Hall, the
home and burial spot of Richard Lee the Emigrant, thus by osmosis Clayton qualifies as part
of our tradition.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of
the good readers, and special thanks for your comments about these lines over the past 27 years.
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It’s about the
birth of Jesus
(This
letter,
initially
addressed to Santa, was intercepted on its way to the Season’s Greetings section, where
letters from children appear.)
Hello, Santa, how are you?
This is Samantha. It has been
a very, very long time since
I’ve written. It’s been at least
20 years.
This year I decided to write
because there are so many
people who have forgotten
the meaning of Christmas.
Too many children are saying
“I want, I want, give me, give
me...”
I found myself doubting
Christmas until I heard my
youngest daughter say the most
amazing thing to my husband.
She told him it’s not about what
you get from Santa and family
members, it’s about celebrating
the birth of Jesus!
I was and am so proud to
know that our children truly
found the meaning of Christmas.
Thank you, Santa, for my gift
early. May this wonderful gift
find it’s way around the world
and back again.
May peace and happiness be
with us all. May your trip to all
God’s children be safe for you
and the reindeer.
Best wishes to all the
“angels” that help you along
the way (you know who you
are).

Samantha Love,
Litwalton

New ferry
policy questioned
At the December 9 board of
supervisors meeting, Mr. Clifton Balderson of the Virginia
Department of Transportation
(VDOT) announced radical passenger limitations to the Sunnybank and Merry Point ferries. He
stated that passengers would not
be allowed from their vehicles
during passage for reasons of
“safety.”
In a telephone interview with
Mr. Balderson on December 16,
Mr. Balderson indicated to me
that he was the assistant to the
residency maintenance manager
operating from the Warsaw field
branch of the VDOT Fredericksburg District. When questioned,
Mr. Balderson acknowledged that
within his VDOT job description
he had no management authority, no contract related authority
or independent policy authority.
In his brief announcement
to the board of supervisors, he
provided no written directive,

authority or policy cite to support
his announcement of passenger
restrictions aboard the ferries.
In fact, he had no authority to
make this presentation and could
not point to a management official which he would have represented. As a branch engineering
office of the VDOT, policy matters of this nature are not within
the scope of their responsibility.
Further inquiry revealed that
the Sunnybank and Merry Point
ferries are operated under a contract awarded to a temporary
staffing agency named “Abacus—The Corporate Services
Company,” a “family owned
company.” Review of its website
reveals it is based in Baltimore,
Md., with offices in Richmond.
It lists no experience in transportation related services.
In that conversation noted
above, Mr. Balderson referenced
Coast Guard interest again without cite, reference or purpose.
The ferries may operate or have
previously operated under Operation of Uninspected Passenger Vessel (the familiar OUPV
or Six-Pack name). Although
they are welcomed as the new,
upgraded vessels sorely needed,
the USCG will properly fulfill its
oversight mission in its review of
stability, propulsion, safety appliances, pollution and other factors
to provide passenger safety.
Yet no CFR, ColReg, or other
regulation mandates passenger
entrapment in vehicles as a risk
mitigation requirement. The
contradiction is obvious.
That passengers are to remain
within the confines of bulwark
and lifeline is all that is required
during simple passage. Nothing
has changed with the advent of
the new ferries. In fact attention
is drawn to the Commonwealth
linked VDOT website page itself
which celebrates the enjoyment
of open air passage aboard all
Virginia ferries.
Mr. Balderson’s summary
ukase is unwarranted, ill-advised,
thoughtless, and hasty and presents an inference that he has
been caught out in having had it
“under consideration for some
time.” It violates public process
for notice and comment in particular. It aggrandizes authority
to the engineering offices where
it does not reside and in what
would appear to be an effort to
repair a poorly written contract
and/or ameliorate the second
thought unease of an ill-prepared,
unsuited contractor.
Presented as an issue of
“public safety” simple consideration reveals that nothing is
in fact changed in an operation
that transits to and fro on shore
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tied cables. Yet more and more,
too often, it is the scoundrel that
plays the “public safety” card to
rationalize bureaucratic failure or
laziness. If allowed to continue,
it will be growth of the outrageously creeping “nanny state”
and we will be diminished.
Should this not be set aside
for the silliness that it is, what
will actually transpire is the theft
of over 100 years of Northern
Neck heritage, atmosphere and
uniqueness. Nonetheless, I will
continue to trust that the watermen, sailors and residents of the
Northern Neck and welcome
visitors will do their utmost to
not fall overboard from the Sunnybank and Merry Point ferries
or from all the ships at sea.

John M. Unker Sr.,
Ophelia

Trespassing for
Christmas parade
My wife is part owner of the
property on Main Street that
includes the old Adams Jewelry store and the adjacent alley.
Last Friday she invited a group
of friends to watch the Christmas parade from inside. When
we drove down and parked in
the alley we discovered that the
Town of Kilmarnock has issued
a permit allowing a church to
set up a stand in the alley and
sell refreshments. The alley, as I
said, is private property. The town
not only issued the permit, they
charged for it.
All that will be straightened out
by the courts. More interestingly,
at least to me, when we left later
that evening we discovered that a
private citizen had parked directly
behind us, also on private land, and
blocked us in. I was appalled. My
wife is from here, from Ditchley,
actually, but I am from Washington, D.C., and such a thing would
never happen up there.
Don’t misunderstand me.
Washingtonians are at least as
self-indulgent as rural Virginians,
but Washington is the most heavily policed city in the country and
perhaps the world. Anybody who
pulled a stunt like that up there
would be ticketed and towed
before God got the news. It’s
just that my prior experience of
this area, I’ve lived here for eight
years and visited regularly for
over 20, had given me an impression of extreme, almost excessive,
politeness.
Come to think of it, the car
was a four-wheel-drive Cadillac,
and I have the license number.
The owner is almost certainly an
elderly “come here,” sort of like
me.

Bill Balderston,
Kilmarnock

by Marie Snider
There’s always a bright side
The first Saturday in December, we had a fun morning
planned. My daughter was playing with her friend Karen in our
local health food store, a piano
and flute duo.
As they played, we visited
over coffee and peppernuts. And
later we shopped. What wonderful organic things I bought.
Elderberry juice to prevent
the flu, extra virgin olive oil
for bread, and plum jam, sweet
southwestern peach salsa and
ingredients for a delicious trail
mix.
It was 12:30 p.m. when we
finally arrived at our car. As I
entered the car, my leg slammed
into the sharp point of the car
door, with very painful results.
Once home, I elevated my
legs. There was no gash, but a
painful bruise about 1 ½ inch in
diameter.
Two hours later, I tried to walk
across the room. As I walked, I
cried out with excruciating pain
and the bruise swelled to the
size of half a grapefruit.
I called my nurse friend
Helen. She came immediately,
and I was taken to the emergency room by ambulance with
a hematoma.
Four hours later, I was home
with instructions to elevate my
legs, put no weight on that leg
and see my primary physician
Monday.
When I saw Dr. Goering, he
had the same advice, and also
warned that I may require surgery.
At that, I said, “This is the stupidest thing I’ve ever done!”
Then Dr. Goering commented, “If this is the stupidest
thing you’ve done, you’re pretty
smart!”
Fortunately, that little bit of
humor helped put things in perspective. And I recalled again
why I chose him as my physician.
For years, I have used an “I
Can Do It” daily calendar which
offers positive thoughts and
words of wisdom daily. My calendar saying the day of the accident was very fitting: “I always
choose a health professional
who is just right for my current
needs.”
How perfect! From my friend
Helen to Dr. Goering and his
nurse Lisa, there were so many
wonderful people who participated in my care.
At my best estimate, there
were 22 in all.
But a few stand out. First was
Helen, who went to the ER with
us and knew just the right questions to ask.
Then there was the person
who attended me in the ambulance, calmed me with interesting conversation, and promised
to email when his mother finds a
publisher for her first book.
The surgeon Dr. McEachern,
his nurse Angie and the kind,
competent home health nurses
–Valerie and Lori. And most
of all my family, who suddenly
became round-the-clock caregivers.
I was very depressed by my
stupidity. I felt like Charlie
Brown in Peanuts, who gets
depressed about Christmas
when things don’t work out for
him.
But when I thought about
all these competent and caring
health care workers, how could
I be despondent?
So by Christmastime I was
happy, because my healing had
begun. And Christmas Day felt
like a miracle.
After blizzard conditions
the day before, Christmas Day
dawned sunny and calm. We
had just enough snow to enjoy a
white Christmas.
And I realized there’s always a
bright side to everything – if you
just remember to look for it.

Celebration Announcement
Don’t Miss Out On This!!
Bring in the New Year in Style!
New Year’s Eve Gala
Semi-Formal - 21&Up
Friday, December 31, 2010
8:00 pm til 2:00 am

Boys and Girls Club
517 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
Dance All Night to
Continuous Live Band Music by

The Russell “Oneal” Carter Experience
Tickets $ 50.00 Per Person
Tables Reserved For 8
Includes Food, As Much As You Can Eat,
by Local Chefs; Cash Bar Available
Call 804.435.9696
To become a sponsor,
To purchase tickets
or for Information.
Proceeds Benefit
The Boys & Girls Club
of the Northern Neck

Copyright 2009 Marie Snider

would like to thank all our members,
supporters and volunteers for a
great year. Best wishes for a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
A special thanks to our corporate sponsors:
Ann Meekins Realtors • Bank of Lancaster
Cheasapeake Bank • EVB
Northern Neck Insurance • Rappahannock Record
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
Town of Kilmarnock• Tri-Star Supermarket • Walmart
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Governor announces proposed
amendments to biennial budget
RICHMOND- In a speech
to the members of the Senate
Finance, House Appropriations
and House Finance committees
on Friday, Gov. Bob McDonnell put forth his full package of
amendments to the $82 billion
biennial budget.
The amendments are focused
on prioritizing state dollars to
encourage job creation. McDonnell directed state funds towards
the job-creating areas of economic development, higher education, transportation, and government reform.

Corrections

The December 9 Excerpts
column contained an erroneous
reference to the Williamsburg
Pottery in the third paragraph. The
Williamsburg Pottery is not
closed. The Pottery has operated
continuously since 1938.
The Pottery is changing, some
of the older buildings have been
demolished to make room for
the new ones. The Pottery is
open during the constructionand every day of the year except
Christmas day.
An article in the December
16 paper about a Veterans Day
service at the Holy Tabernacle
of God should have listed Portsmouth Naval Hospital head registrar Willena Hopson as presider
of the service. Some 123 active,
nonactive, retired and deceased
service personnel were honored.
In the December 16 issue,
the list of Kilmarnock Chritsmas Parade winners erroneously
identified the award presented to
the”best decorated firetruck.” The
award is the Ryan Wilcox Memorial Award.

Weekly Dinner Specials
includes TWO sides
Monday “Rockfish Night”
Broiled Rockfish Topped
with Crab Hollandaise
$19.95
Tuesday “Scallop Night”
Pan Seared Scallops
Served with Chive Buerre
Blanc $19.95
Wednesday “Wife
Wednesday Night”
$14.00 Value
Thursday
“Historic Tavern Night”
Flashback to circa 1790
$17.90
Friday
“Slow Roasted”
Prime Rib Night
12oz. $18.95
14 oz. $21.95
Saturday
“Surf–n-Turf Night”
Build Your Own
Surf-n-Turf $24.95
Sunday Scrumptious
Breakfast Buffet - All you
can eat $7.95
Chef ’s Choice Dinner!!!
$9.99
www.LancasterTavern.com
Call for reservations
462-0080

He also discussed his plan to
ensure the Virginia Retirement
System’s (VRS) future viability
and solvency.
The package of amendments
includes major proposals to
strengthen the Commonwealth’s
mental health system and bolster environmental protection
and conservation efforts, according to an administration press
release. While revenue estimates
were adjusted slightly upwards
in response to a conservative
revenue forecast based on the
impact of recent job creation and
economic growth on state coffers,
Gov. McDonnell also announced
cuts, savings and reappropriations in the budget totaling $191
million.
The proposal includes:
• $54 million for Job Creation
and Economic Development
proposals including initiatives
to grow Virginia’s innovation
economy, revitalize economically
distressed communities, expand
small business and tourism and
train workers for Virginia businesses.
• $150 million to jumpstart the
Virginia Transportation Infrastructure Bank. Money will be
coupled with $250 million from
the VDOT audit to put $400 million into the bank at start, with
funding to rise to $1 billion by
end of Administration. This is
part of a plan to inject $4 billion
into transportation over the next
three years.
• $50 million for higher educa-

Among proposed budget
amendments, Gov.
Bob McDonnell proposes $36.4 million of
the FY2010 surplus be
deposited into the Water
Quality Improvement
Fund, to help fund the
Watershed Improvement
Plan to reduce pollution
in the Chesapeake Bay.

In memory of Ryan Wilcox

Determined to win the first Kilmarnock Christmas Parade award presented in memory of
Ryan Mitchell Wilcox, Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department volunteers cleaned, polished
tion to increase college access and and wrapped tanker #15 in the Christmas spirit. Their efforts caught the attention of the
affordability and meeting the goal judges, as well as parade spectators all along the parade route on December 10. The Ryan
of awarding 100,000 degrees over Wilcox Memorial Award is presented to the “best decorated fire truck.” An active volunteer,
the next 15 years in the Common- Ryan, 17, had served as a KVFD junior firefighter for two years. On Friday, December 5, 2008,
he participated with fellow firemen in the
wealth.
Kilmarnock Christmas parade, riding in tanker
• $191 million in cuts, savings
#15. Around 9 p.m. the same night, he died in
and re-appropriations recoma single-vehicle accident. The son of Kylie and
mended by the Governor’s ComKenneth Bransford of Kilmarnock, Wilcox was
mission on Government Reform
a junior at Christchurch School. He had plans
and Restructuring, providing
that included college and a military career.
more state funding for core func-

tions of government focused on
job creation and economic development
• Reform of Virginia’s Retirement System (VRS) requiring
all state employees to contribute 5 percent to their retirement
plans. The reforms will put over
$300 million in additional funds
into the VRS system in FY 2012
alone and will add $4.2 billion over the next 10 years. The
employee contributions will be
matched with a 3 percent pay
raise.

It’s “inventory time” and
we’d rather
than

sell it
count it !

2 Days Only !
Sunday, December 26 - Noon-5 pm
Monday, December 27 - 9 am-5 pm

Town Bistro

Come and join us for our 3 course
Specials on Wed. & Thurs. for $25
Reserve a Table or Eat at Our Cozy New Bar
Open Wed. thru Sat. 5pm-Close
Don’t Forget to Reserve Your Table for New Years Eve 2010
Reservations Accepted
62 Irvington Road, Kilmarnock • 804.435.0070

STOREWIDE
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%
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%
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You don’t want to
miss this SALE !
The Staff of

Ross’s Rings & Things
Wishes Everyone A
Joyous Holiday Season !
We’ll be closed Dec. 28 thru Jan. 2
and reopen Monday., Jan. 3

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529
Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

“ To all our neighbors &
friends: may all your holiday
wishes come true!”
Rice’s Hotel

Hughlett’s Tavern in Heathsville

006867_KilmarnockBuffetROP.indd 1
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