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Northern Neck
ferry passengers must
remain in their vehicles
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE—Folks will no
longer be able to get out of their
cars on the Merry Point and Sunnybank ferries in Lancaster and Northumberland counties, respectively,
according to Virginia Department of
Transportation representative Cliff
Balderson.
Reporting to the Northumberland
board of supervisors December 9,
Balderson said the new rule is to
ensure passenger safety.
“It’s coming from us,” said Balderson. “We want to put safety first.
With only one operator, it is difficult
for them to watch out for people.”
The new regulation went into
effect December 10, although
operators for several months have
been urging folks to remain in their
vehicles, he said. The rule changes
a way of life that has been enjoyed
The 32nd annual illuminated Kilmarnock Christmas Parade on December 10 featured more than 100 entries. Grand on the two cable driven ferries since
Marshal, Miss Wheelchair Virginia 2010 Niki Swann, is escorted by two members of the Northumberland High School the mid-1980s when the first two car
ferries were put into operation.
ROTC (above). More parade coverage appears on page D6 and at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Kilmarnock Christmas parade rocks

Light Street housing rehab project hits a snag
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE—The $1.2 million housing rehabilitation and reconstruction project
for 16 homes on Light Street near Brown’s
Store has hit an administrative snag, according to Northern Neck Planning District Commission (NNPDC) executive director Jerry
Davis.
Davis and the NNPDC have been administering the Virginia Department of Housing
and Community Development grant since it
was awarded in late summer, said Northumberland County administrator Kenny Eades.
On December 9, Davis informed county
supervisors there are four residences that don’t
have completely clear title to their property.
The four were given a deed of gift to the
land by nine of 15 heirs who could be located.
It gives the four families the right to stay on
the property as long as they live. However,
the state wants a clear title and a deed of
trust, because they require the residents to
sign a note to help pay for the reconstruction
expenses. All four homes are scheduled to be
completely rebuilt.
“This needs to be resolved, and the sooner
the better,” said Davis.
Davis said if county attorney Les Kilduff or
the attorney involved in the deed of gift, Chris
Stamm, would render a legal opinion saying
the deed of gift is sufficient to give the residents the right to sign a deed of trust, then the

state would be satisfied and that part of the
project could proceed.
The alternative would be to relocate the four
residents to a new piece of property, which
would have to be purchased, subdivided and
upgraded to accommodate four homes. That
would be much more expensive and time consuming, said Davis.
“It all boils down to this question,” said
Davis. “Can the county get a letter from the
attorney?”
Kilduff said it is his opinion that the deed of
gift would be sufficient to allow the families
to sign a deed of trust, but it would be limited
as collateral for the note because of the life
tenancy factor and that only nine of the 15
heirs had been located.
Kilduff said he would prefer to defer the
issue to Stamm because he was the attorney
of record for the deed of gift.
Eades asked if Kilduff could write a letter to
Stamm requesting his assistance in the matter
and Kilduff agreed to do so. The board took
no direct action on the issue.
The grant will move forward one way or
another despite this glitch, said Davis. A
“kick-off ” meeting was held December 6
in Eades’ office with all the stakeholders, he
said.
A management committee will be meeting
monthly as the project awards contracts and
begins to build a new Light Street community.

Barbara Seldon has lived on Light Street for some
36 years, most of her life. She and other families have
been working on getting state aid for 15 years, said
Seldon.

They were replaced last year by
two new four-car ferries. The extra
room on the new ferries makes it
easier for people to get out and
increases chances of somebody falling overboard, said Balderson. Bicyclists and motorcycle riders will be
asked to stay on their bikes as well,
he said.
Balderson informed supervisors
that a traffic study at Academic Lane
and Northumberland Highway does
not meet the criteria for erecting a
traffic light. Traffic control there for
the three county schools requires a
third of the county deputies twice a
day and during special events.
Supervisor Tommy Tomlin noted
that in Middlesex County an intersection near the middle and elementary schools has a light. He called
the discrepancy discretionary and
unfair.
County administrator Kenny
Eades said that county officials
will continue to lobby for a light by
taking the “political route,” seeking
help from Del. Albert Pollard and
Sen. Richard Stuart.
Balderson also informed the board
that new residency administrator
David Brown, who is replacing Sean
Trapani, will be assuming his duties
after Christmas.
Among other business:
• School superintendent Clint Stables indicated the school division
could be facing an $800,000 deficit next year because of decreasing
state and federal funding.
• Eades reported the year-to-date
construction values are down 81
percent from last year with only $3
million permitted in November and
$29.3 million for the year.
• The board unanimously approved
a resolution requested by Del. Pollard to keep the Northern Neck intact
during the upcoming redistricting.
• Eades indicated “extensive excavation” near Lottsburg is being done
by a property owner clearing new
agricultural fields and does not fall
under any local state or federal erosion control regulations.
• The board tabled a request from
Rodney Cassidy to construct a
dwelling partially within the 50-foot
resource protection area buffer on
the Chesapeake Bay.
• The board authorized William and
Grace Broaddus to construct a second
noncommercial pier on Indian Creek
at 509 Pocahantas Road.
• The board amended the county
code to allow nonaccessory tents for
up to three days in all zoning districts without a special exception
permit.

Here comes the bride,
to Irvington Commons?
by Audrey Thomasson
IRVINGTON—The Irvington Commons may be the venue for a bridal fair
next spring should town council grant
use of the grounds.
Betsy Heath, operating under the name
Bay Splash magazine, made a request to
hold a “bridal boutique” Sunday, April
10.
However, with the absence of members Wayne Nunnally, Edward Sulick
and Jerry Latell, council did not have
a quorum Thursday and was unable to
conduct official business.
Heath said her goal is to attract weddings to the Northern Neck and Middle
Peninsula. She is planning on 60 commercial booths and 500 attendees for the
event which will be held under one tent.
Additionally, Heath plans on local vineyards serving samples of their wines and

live music by Steve Bassett.
“I have been planning this event
for almost a year,” Heath wrote in her
request. “People are excited about the
possibilities and Irvington is a perfect
place to introduce brides, their families
and friends to the region.”
Mayor Ralph Ransone said he didn’t
foresee any problem with her obtaining
council approval.
Irvington does not charge for use of
the commons, but merchants cannot
hook into the town’s power and would
have to provide generators.
In other business, town attorney Matt
Terry reported he would present the
appraisal of the town property on Chesapeake Drive in Lancaster Circuit Court
on December 15, which will allow
council to buy out the remaining property owners. The case has been going on
since 1976, according to Terry.

Infant homicide case is slated
for preliminary hearing Dec. 21
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—The preliminary
hearing for a teenager charged in the
death of a 6-month-old infant left
in his care is set for 9 a.m. Tuesday,
December 21, in Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court.
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Brent Phillip Synder, 18, of
Windmill Point Road was arrested
September 15 and charged with
felony child neglect and homicide,
according to Capt. Martin Shirilla.
He also is charged with the manufacture, sale and possession of illegal narcotics.
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Sharing with Santa
Rebecca Meberg twirls her hair nervously as she tells Santa what she wants. Rebecca and her brother, Nathan,
visited with Santa Claus as he sat on a fire truck at the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department last Saturday.The
organization and its auxiliary hosted breakfast with Santa. The pancake, sausage, bacon and eggs meals were free
this year courtesy of Connemara Corp.The auxiliary also hosted an elf shop where young shoppers could purchase
presents. More photos with Santa from Lancaster and Northumberland events will appear in the Christmas
Greetings section next week. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Rocking parade
Kilmarnock’s 32nd annual illuminated Christmas
parade rocked the Steptoe’s District on Friday
night. View the slideshow at RRecord.com.
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Record office
to close early
December 16

Kilmarnock announces
lighting contest winners

The Rappahannock Record
office will close at noon Thursday, December 16, for an office
party and reopen at 9 a.m. Friday,
December 17.
The normal deadlines will be
in effect for next week’s paper.
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T

he Town of Kilmarnock recently announced the winners of
the 2010 holiday lighting contest.
“We want to thank our residents and businesses who did such
a great job this year. Congratulations to all of the winners.” said
town manager Tom Saunders.
Participants registered their sites with the town and then the
Kilmarnock Garden Club visited each location for judging, he
said.
Residential winners are first, Eleanor Trusch at 9 Heatherfield
Court; second, John Montgomery at 430 Keith Avenue; and
third, Gloria Jones at 54 Claybrook Avenue. Honorable mentions
include Fannie Clingan at 326 Irvington Road and Jimmy and
Ashley Luck at 94 Eubank Drive.
Commercial winners are first, Dunn Rite Auto Sales & Randy’s Dun-Rite Auto at 405 North Main Street; second, Carousel
Physical Therapy at 500 Irvington Road; and third, The Learning Center at 217 South Main Street.
Everyone received a certificate signed by Mayor Raymond C.
Booth Jr. and Saunders. First-, second- and third-place winners
also received a “braggin’ rights” sign for their yard or business,
said assistant town manager and community development strateThe first official court business in the Lancaster County Judicial Center took place December gist Susan T. Cockrell.

Judicial center in session

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

7 when Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court judge Mike McKenney awarded new driver’s
licenses to local teens. From left are Josh Carter, Caitlin Gagnon, Judge McKenney, Tevin Beale
and Ashley Warwick. Photo by Audrey Thomasson
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Reedville sewer rates to increase
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by Starke Jett

HEATHSVILLE—Reedville residents will face a nearly
150 percent sewer rate increase
over the next three years to
meet the estimated $1.5 to $2
million cost of upgrades at the
Reedville plant, built in 1977.
The upgrades are necessary for the Reedville Sanitation District to meet Virginia
Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) criteria for a
Chesapeake Bay permit up for
renewal in mid 2011.
A compliance plan to meet
the stricter nitrogen and phosphorus emission requirements
was submitted to DEQ in
October, according to county
administrator Kenny Eades.
He said DEQ has not
responded to the compliance
plan yet, but he is assuming it
will be accepted. Meanwhile,
he is proceeding to be ready
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NORFOLK—People
can
experience hypothermia and
frostbite when the wind chill
drops below zero, according to
the Commonwealth of Virginia
Chief Medical Examiner Dr.
Leah Bush.
“The wind chill index indicates what the potential effect
on the body is in terms of the
cold. The effect can be much
colder than what a temperature
gauge shows,” said Dr. Bush.
The wind chill index indicates the severity of the
weather in terms of the potential loss of body heat. So far
this week there have been three
confirmed deaths with hypothermia being a contributing
factor in the Hampton Roads
Region, according to Larry
Hill of he Virginia Department
of Health.
Hypothermia develops when
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for its implementation. Public
hearings will be held before
any rate increase is formally
approved by county leaders.
Rates will jump from the
current $15 per month to $37
per month by March 2013,
according to the plan formulated by Eades in conjunction
with Resources International
(R.I.), an Ashland firm that
constructed the Callao sewer
plant in 2006. The increase will
be phased in over three years
with rates going up to $20 per
month in March 2011 and $30
per month in March 2012.
Fleeton Road residents,
who have been on the Reedville system since 2003, will
not be subject to the first two
increases because they are
already paying $32 per month,
said Eades. Their rates will
increase to $37 per month in
2013, he said.
Reporting to the Northum-

berland board of supervisors
December 9, R.I. senior vice
president Charles Riedlinger
said the older Reedville sewer
plant will not comply with
DEQ requirements. Supervisors took no immediate action
on the issue.
The county operates the
treatment systems as an enterprise activity through the
Reedville Sanitation District.
“They knew we were going to
have to do an upgrade eventually,” said Eades, who added that
the rate increases will not fully
cover the costs. “The proposed
rate increases will put us in a
position to borrow money.”
If approved, construction is
scheduled to begin in October 2013 and be completed by
June, 2015, he said.
The cost of building a new
plant instead of upgrading the
existing one could reach $4
million, said Riedlinger.

an individual is exposed to
severe cold without enough
protection. The condition,
which is potentially fatal,
occurs when the body’s core
temperature drops below 95
degrees Fahrenheit, said Hill.
Infants and the elderly are at
greatest risk.
The elderly account for
nearly half of all victims of
hypothermia. With advancing
age, people become less able to
adjust to temperature changes,
he said.
Symptoms in someone developing hypothermia include poor
coordination, slurred speech,
confusion, blueness or puffiness
of the skin, dilation of the pupils,
decreased respiratory rate, and a
weak or irregular pulse.
Factors that increase the likelihood of hypothermia are poor
physical condition, thin build,
and inadequate nutrition, not
enough protection from the
cold, fatigue, illness, and alcohol intoxication.
Dressing warmly, eating

enough food, drinking plenty
of fluids and staying as active
as possible are good ways to
maintain body heat and avoid
hypothermia.
Frostbite is another hazard
experienced in extremely cold
weather, said Hill. The onset of
frostbite is usually marked by a
sharp pricking sensation and
numbness but body tissue may
freeze without awareness of
numbness or pain. Just before
freezing, the skin turns a bright
red.
Frostbite most commonly
affects the feet, he said. If
frostbite occurs, running warm
water over the affected area is
the recommended treatment.
Proper clothing is necessary
to prevent frostbite. Multiple
layers of clothing provide better
insulation and can be removed
or added as needed. The key
is to make certain there are no
areas of skin exposed to the
cold air.
Children who want to go out
and play in the snow should frequently come indoors to warm
up and dry off, said Hill. They
should be dressed with layers
of clothing and have their ears,
fingers and toes covered. Parents should avoid taking infants
outdoors when the temperature
is blow freezing because infants
lose body heat quickly.
People who have to work
outside in this weather should
frequently go indoors to warm
up, added Hill.
A wind chill index can be
found at weather.gov/os/windchill/index.shtml
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www.RRecord.com
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Authorities seek
help in finding
sexual offender
RICHMOND—The Virginia
State Police is asking the public
for assistance with locating Peter
Mark Peroune, 43, of Richmond.
Peroune is wanted by the Virginia
State Police for failing to reregister as a violent sex offender
and by the Henrico County Police
Department on a related charge.
On August 25, 2003, Peroune
last registered with the Virginia
State Police as required under the
Virginia Sex Offender Registry.
Peroune’s last registered address
was 4902 Chamberlayne Avenue,
Apt. A, Richmond. He is using
an alias and possibly operating a
commercial motor-vehicle along
the Interstate 95 corridor between
the New York City-Brooklyn area
and Palm Beach, Fla. He still has
connections to the Richmond
Metro-Area.
Peroune has black hair, brown
eyes and a tattoo on his right forearm. He is 5 feet 3 inches tall and
weighs 140 pounds.
Report information regarding
Peroune to the Metro Richmond
Crime Stoppers at 804-780-1000,
the Virginia State Police Dispatch Center at 804-553-3445, or
1-800-552-9965 if calling from
Virginia. Information may be
provided anonymously.

Last Minute Madness
Procrastinator’s Party
Irvington Saturday December 18

SHOPS OPEN UNTIL 10 PM

Jimmy & Sook

Seasons
Shop extended hours all day Saturday and
register for the 10PM drawing for huge prizes.
Special buying incentives....
refreshments....music.....spirits!
Register to win gift cards,
merchandise, food and beverage.
GRAND PRIZE....A HALF PRICE
CERTIFICATE for JIMMY and SOOK
valid for all of 2011.

Drawing at Nate’s Trick Dog Cafe
at 10:15 pm Saturday Night....
MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783

Blue Knights contribute to C.O.P.S.
From left, (front row) Blue Knights member P.D. O’Keefe presents a check for $1,500 to Concerns of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.) members
Sue and Richard Cheney, who lost their daughter, Jessica Cheney, in 1998. In the back row are Blue Knights members Charlie Fritter,
Bill Webb, Doc Lyons, Jesse Bowman, Roger Briney, Chuck Wilkins and Les Snydor.The Blue Knights Chapter XIX recently conducted
a raffle to raise funds for C.O.P.S. Prizes of $100, $200 and $500 were awarded to Mary Ellen Thrift of Essex,Virginia Novinski of Fairfax
and Richard Cheney, respectively. Cheney donated his prize back to C.O.P.S., increasing the initial donation. Photo by Starke Jett

www.burkesjewelers.com

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett last week
brought charges against 11
individuals.

Felonies

Wayne M. Woods, 26, of
Regina Road was charged
December 8 with a felony probation violation.
Otis R. Fisher, 38, of Peckatone Road was charged December 9 on a Westmoreland warrant with driving after being
declared an habitual offender
(felony).

Misdemeanors

A Shore Drive man, 28, was
charged December 8 with contempt of court.
An illegal Mexican immigrant, 30, was charged December 10 with driving without a
license.
A School Street man, 27,
was charged December 10 with
violation of the community
correctons program in Essex.
A Kent Point Road woman,
47, was charged December 12
with drunk driving.
A Tammy Drive woman, 61,
was charged December 12 with
public drunkenness.
A Farnham Creek Road man,
28, was charged December 12
with failure to appear.

Activity report

Dec. 7: Staff responded to a
complaint of gunshot damage
to a garage in the 1800 block
of Windmill Point Road and to
a domestic disturbance (adult
siblings) on Tammy Drive.
Dec. 8: Staff attempted to
locate a cellular E911 caller
that purportedly was in the
1500 block of Forest Hill
Road (no such address found),
responded to a complaint of
damages to vehicles in the
Lively area caused by a crop
duster, and responded with the
Kilmarnock Police Department
(KPD) to a disturbance call in
the 500 block of North Main
Street.
Dec. 9: Staff responded to an
injured deer call on Fleet Lane,
to a domestic disturbance/trespass complaint (parties have a
child in common) on Wilson
Lane (incident involved child
custody/visitation) and with
KPD to assist Northumberland
authorities with a combative
person in custody at the local
emergency room. Staff checked
on the well-being of a Kilmarnock area resident at the request
of a concerned citizen (no
emergency services required),
received a commercial burglary
report from the 1900 block of

Scam averted
T

he Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department on December 9 received information from a citizen about receiving a fraudulent call in an attempt to determine when the
homeowner would be away from home.
According to the citizen, the caller said that her family
member had won $850,000 and wanted to know when they
would be leaving home in order to deliver the money.
The citizen realized this call was an attempt to set her
up for a burglary and hung up without giving any information.
Any citizen who receives such a call should not tell the
caller when the homeowner will be away, and should report
such activity to the sheriff’s office.

Rocky Neck Road (cash register, .22 Winchester rifle and
cash-$516 loss); and notified
Northumberland authorities of
a domestic disturbance in the
2000 block of Beanes Road.
Dec. 10: Staff responded to
a runaway juvenile complaint
in the 3600 block of Morattico
Road (15-year-old runaway
was located December 14 and
matter turned over to the juvenile probation officer), to a
trespass complaint on Wilson
Lane, with animal control and
Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) to a dog bite incident
at the Irvington Marina, to
a deer strike accident near
Courthouse and Davis Mill
roads, and to Morattico Road
to destroy an injured deer.
Staff received a walk-in civil
complaint and a civil complaint from Wilson Lane. Staff
checked on the well-being of
a Taylors Creek Road resident
at the request of a concerned

family member (no emergency
services needed).
Dec. 11: Staff received
a destruction of property
report (domestic related) from
Thomas Landing Road (door,
lockset and door jamb-$390
loss), a larceny report from
a parked vehicle on Shore
Drive (pair of jeans, Christmas lights, ½ gallon of Crown
Royal whiskey-$95 loss), a
report of two missing/overdue juveniles who went to the
Kilmarnock Christmas parade
with an unknown Lancaster
High School student (juveniles
returned home safely within
two hours of receipt of complaint), a walk-in complaint of
assault by threats, and a larceny
report from Yopps Cove Road
(12 ft. orange fiberglass ladder,
8 ft. aluminum step ladder, 16
ft. aluminum extension ladder,
50 lb. box 16d nails, box of
roofing nails-$325 loss); and
responded to a cellular E911

86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302.
Open Thurs. Dec. 16 till 7:30pm
disconnect call on Buzzards
Neck Road (no emergency services needed). Staff responded
to a civil complaint on Johns
Neck Road and a singlevehicle accident on Morattico
Road (DUI arrest made).
Dec. 12: Staff responded
to a domestic disturbance call
(mother/adult daughter) involving drinking on Tammy Drive
(DIP arrest made) and to a
domestic disturbance (mother/
adult daughter) on Johns Neck
Road.
Dec. 13: Staff received a
walk in complaint involving
the use of the complainant’s
identity for an Arizona traffic charge and checked on the
well-being of a Kilmarnock
area resident at the request of
a concerned citizen (no emergency services needed).
Staff also conducted 32
traffic stops, issued 13 summonses, assisted seven motorists, reported one deer strike,
investigated three building
alarms, completed four inmate
transports and fielded one call
for animal control service.

Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
a traffic accident at Harris and
Irvington roads and to a possible fire on School Street.
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded to a
structure fire in the 1900 block
of Windmill Point Road and
to a traffic accident at Carter’s
Creek Bridge.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department assisted
EMS with a patient lift on Corrotoman Drive.

For that Unique, Unusual Gift
Shop

The Kilmarnock Museum
76 N. Main

• Legacy of Service DVD
History KVFD & Carnival
• Kilmarnock VA Living History DVD
• Pirates of Chesapeake DVD
Plus
Books by Local Authors including
Steptoe’s Ordinary by B.B. Edmunds
And much more
Most Items $10 or under
Open 11 to 4 Thurs., Fri., Sat.
435-2473 • 435-0874 • 435-1793

2011 ADVENTURES

Feb. 14-26 Celebrity’s Mercury Round trip from Baltimore
Escorted-Motorcoach from Kilmarnock
Stops at St. Thomas, St. Croix, St. Kitts, Antigua
& St. Maarten
June 21-July 1-Oceania’s Marina-Baltic Treasures
Visit Stockholm, Helsinki, St. Petersburg,
Tallinn, Riga, Visby, Gdynia, Bornholm,
Warnemunde, Copenhagen.
FREE AIRFARE from Washington Dulles
July 24–Aug. 2 Shades of Ireland Escorted with motorcoach
service to Washington Dulles Visit Dublin,
Kilkenny, Kingscourt with many side trips.
Sept. 11-24 Holland America’s ms Zaandam Alaska Cruise/Tour
Fairbanks to Denali to Anchorage before boarding your 5 star ship & cruising the inside passage.
Oct. 24-Nov. 3 Uniworld River Cruise–Vienna to Amsterdam
Enjoy luxury & leisure as you cruise the Main,
Rhine & Danube aboard the “River Duchess”.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

CYNTHIA BLOOM
TRUNK
SHOW
Friday, December 17, 11am-3pm
Saturday, December 18, 10am-2pm

LANCASTER
COUNTY
CRIME
SOLVERS
The Lancaster County Crime
Solvers is seeking assistance
from the public in finding Mark
Cox, 37.
Cox is wanted for failure to
appear for child support in
Lancaster County Juvenile
Domestic Relations Court.
He is described as a black
male with brown eyes and
black hair, 6-feet 1-inch tall
and weighing 275 pounds.
His last known address was 6
Sweet Gum Place in Hampton.
He also has lived in the Kilmarnock area.
Report information on Mark
Cox to Lancaster County Crime
Solvers at 804-462-7463. You
will not have to give your name
or appear in court.
If your information is useful
to law enforcement, you could
receive a reward up to $1,000.

Just in Time
for the Holidays

pecials
S

68 S. Main St., Kilmarnock
www.specialsltd.com 435-8758
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-6:30 Sun. 11-4

Designer Cynthia Bloom will be at Specials!
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Public urged
to report
marijuana
grow sites to
State Police

Ahoy Santa!
From left, Spud Parker and Santa approach the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum docks Saturday
aboard the buyboat Elva C. On shore, Santa visited with a crowd of children and adults at
Bethany United Methodist Church where the children were treated to doughnuts and cookies
and the chance to tell him what they want for Christmas. Children also were invited to the
museum to see a model train exhibit. Christmas on Cockrell’s Creek home tours and other
activities sponsored by the museum continued throughout the weekend. Photo by Starke Jett

VMRC plans to create
shellfish farming zones
NEWPORT NEWS—The
Virginia Marine Resources
Commission is trying something new to expand the ecologically beneficial farming
of oysters and clams on stateowned water bottoms.
In January, the commission is expected to approve the
creation of 15 new Aquaculture Opportunity Zones, said
spokesman John M. R. Bull.
These zones will set aside
more than 1,000 acres of prime
state-owned water bottoms
for the farming of shellfish in
cages, said Bull. The zones
appear to be perfect for shellfish farming, also known as
aquaculture.
The
zones—identified
through extensive, on-site commission inspections—are on
hard bottom, in clean, shallow
waters that are without underwater grasses that must be protected to preserve their value as
nurseries for fish and crabs, he
said. They also are sufficiently
sheltered, within reasonable
distance of off-loading sites
and are not within the riparian
areas of waterfront property
owners.
The zones are not on privately leased oyster grounds
or on public oyster grounds
known as Baylor Grounds, said
Bull.
They are in the Rappahannock River, in the tributaries
of Mobjack Bay, and around
Tangier Island, and total some
1,004.3 acres, he said. Roughly
half of the total zone acreage is
near Tangier.
“These are excellent locations for the farming of oysters and clams in on-bottom
cages,” said Secretary of Natural Resources Doug Domenech. ‘Shellfish have an amazing ability to purge the water,
which will help clean the bay,
and the economic benefits
from an expanded aquaculture
industry are potentially quite
substantial. This is a win-win.”
In the new aquaculture
opportunity zones, the commission will waive the normal
costs to lease water bottoms for
private oyster growing, including surveying, advertising,
deed recording and the payment of annual rent, explained
Bull. These costs typically
range from $600 to $1,100.
A streamlined permitting
process will eliminate timeconsuming surveying and
advertising requirements, he
said. A simple application will
be required, spelling out how
many shellfish cages are to be
placed, and where and how
they would be placed.
“We want people to take
advantage of this exciting
opportunity, especially com-
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The Agenda
Local Government News
NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources
Commission will convene at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, December 21, at VMRC Headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue,
Newport News.
According to the agenda, habitat management projects
will be addressed early and the fishery management items
will immediately follow.
The commission will consider requests for January public
hearings to address harvest quotas for the 2011 recreational
and commercial striped bass fisheries and modifications to
possession and landing limitations and seasons for summer
flounder harvests from federal waters.
Also at the January 25 meeting, public hearings will
address a proposed daily six-bushel per man commercial oyster harvest limit when running Ground (area four)
reopens in the Rappahannock River in February; and the
proposed creation of 15 aquaculture opportunity zones for
shellfish farming

mercial oystermen,” said fisheries chief Jack Travelstead.
“This is an incredible deal.
Shellfish aquaculture is more
dependable than going out and
catching oysters, and reduces
pressure on our wild stocks
that have been suffering under
the pressure of two oyster diseases. Also, we will continue
to train commercial watermen
in aquaculture as much as our
budget allows.”
The new aquaculture zones
will be divided into a maximum of 5-acre blocks and
assigned on a first-come, firstserve basis to any Virginian,
said Bull. A one-time application fee of $100 will be levied.
Only Virginia residents may
apply. Harvest reporting is
mandatory. Other permits may
be required.
Some annual fees apply for
use of this valuable state-owned
property in a for-profit venture,
just as they do for privately
leased water bottoms for shellfish farming, he said. Only onbottom cages will be permitted

in the new aquaculture zones,
marked by one buoy each. The
cages cannot be placed near
navigation channels, or private
piers without the consent of
the property owners.
The Aquaculture Opportunity Zones are authorized under
a bipartisan bill sponsored by
Del. Albert Pollard that passed
the Virginia General Assembly earlier this year and was
signed into law by Gov. Robert
F. McDonnell.
The commission has scheduled a public hearing and a
vote on the creation of the new
zones at its January 25 meeting.
A single adult oyster can
purge up to 60 gallons of
water a day, said Bull. Shellfish aquaculture is a booming,
multi-million dollar industry
in Virginia and oyster gardening under private piers and
along the shoreline of privately
owned waterfront property is
becoming increasingly popular
among environmentally concerned citizens.

Nouvelet
Chamber Choir
presenting

“Old World Carols”
5 p.m. Sunday, December 19, 2010
White Stone
United Methodist Church
Ad sponsored by
White Stone United Methodist Church
Concert is FREE. Contributions will be
accepted for a digital piano to be donated
to a local assisted living facility.

RICHMOND—With hunting
season in full swing, the Virginia
State Police is asking for assistance with reporting suspicious
activity relating to drug activity
and marijuana grow sites.
This summer more than
35,000 marijuana plants were
eradicated throughout Virginia
with the assistance of federal,
state and local law enforcement
officials as part of the Governor’s
Initiative Against Narcotics Trafficking (G.I.A.N.T.) program.
“The discovery and destruction of these illegal grows have
played a significant role in preventing marijuana from reaching
the streets and Virginia’s youth,”
said Lt. Richard A. Childers,
Virginia State Police Bureau of
Criminal Investigation’s Richmond Drug Enforcement Section. “In addition to the more
than 180 arrests resulting from
the 2010 GIANT initiative, millions of dollars have also been
kept out of the hands of drug
dealers.”
Because the cultivation of
marijuana is a year-round process, law enforcement needs Virginians—especially hunters—to
be on alert to what may indicate
an area being used to illegally
grow marijuana.
Signs include:
• An obscured/hidden clearing in the woods, swamp or corn
fields, possibly near or with reasonable access to water.
• Shovels, pails to haul water,
bags of fertilizer and/or chemicals discarded near the clearing.
• Random, well-trampled
trails leading into the woods or
swamp.
Hunters are advised not to confront anyone they may encounter
near a clearing or possible grow
site. Instead, take mental notes
of the sights, smell and sounds
and then report it to law enforcement.
Anyone with information is
asked to call the Virginia State
Police Bureau of Criminal Investigation Drug Diversion Unit at
1-800-553-3673, or contact local
law enforcement. Information
can result in a cash reward and
all information is confidential.
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ATTENTION
SENIOR CITIZENS

No need to get out of your
car in the cold to fill up
at the gas station! FREE
courtesy fill-up service
at Chubby’s Mon., Tues.,
Thurs. & Fri. Noon-2pm

Merry Christmas
from all of us here at the

Thanks for another wonderful year!

436-1100
608 N. Main St. • Kilmarnock

Everyone at Lamberth wants
to thank the community for
its support this year!
We wish you and your family a

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year
So that we may spend some time with our
families and close out our year, we will be
closed on the following dates:
Closed 1/2 day Thursday December 23
Closed December 24, 25, 29, 30, 31
Closed January 1, 2, Re-open Monday, January 3, 2010
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Motorists urged
to remove snow
from vehicles and
drive with caution

Lively celebration
Santa is greeted by Cub Scouts of Pack 222 to the Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department
Christmas celebration December 12 at the Lively firehouse. From left are Brian Carter, Logan
Kellum, Morgan Vermeer, Seth Kelley, Santa, Brandon Ross, Roman Cutler, Jacob Taft and Justin
Kingbury. The celebration included a Santa’s workshop and gift shop sponsored by Pack 222,
free photos with Santa courtesy of Highlander Studio in Kilmarnock, music by WRAR and food
provided by the Women’s Auxiliary of the ULVFD. Photo by Starke Jett

Veterans and family representatives recently gathered at Holy Tabernacle of God for a Veteran’s
Day. From left are (front row) Arlene Spencer, Gilbert Dorman, Shameika Johnson, Margaret
Fauntleroy, Mable Yerby,Tyler Kelly Sr. and Glendon Pinn; (next row) Crystal Spencer, Reginald
Edwards, Arlene H. Mitchell,Vanessa Rice, Kenny Grant, Faye Moton, Carl M. Johnson, Francine
Johnson, Thomas Wood, Lynn Butler, Frank Dillon, Beale Carter and Elder Nancy Pinn. Other
military personnel attending were Eric Harcum, Wonderful Parker, Lakia Gaines and Gilbert
Owens.

Church, memorial fund and
community honor veterans
A Veterans Day celebration
recently was held at Holy Tabernacle of God in Merry Point
with Elder Nancy Pinn, pastor,
presiding.
The service was sponsored by
the Derrick B. Spencer Memorial Fund and its founder, Arlene
Spencer, and co-founder, Crystal Spencer Parker.
Some 123 active and retired
service personnel were honored.
Approximately 30 were present.
The Lancaster High School
JROTC presented the colors and
the reading of “Old Glory” by
Lt. Col. Orem Williams. Barbara
E. Wilson sang “O Beautiful.”
A concert by the trio of Pearl
E. Ross and Barbara E. Wilson,
both of Richmond, and Crystal
Parker of Hampton was presented.
Shaw’s Nursing Home Ministry presented the Joyful Praize
Dancers of Richmond.

Each of the honorees in attendance stood and stated their
name, branch of service, their
rank, how many years served and
in what war era they served.
Six service women were present including Arlene H. Mitchell of Alexandria. Mitchell’s
two aunts, Margaret Fauntleroy
and Mable Yerby of Lancaster,
represented six of their family
members. The youngest two
females in active duty reserve
were Shamieka Johnson and
Lakia Gaines.
The only active duty member
present was U.S Navy Chief
Kenny Grant of Virginia Beach.
The veterans came from as
far as Petersburg, Chesterfield,
Alexandria and Virginia Beach.
Portsmouth Naval Hospital
head registrar Willena Hopson
led a roll call of honorees as
they received Bibles donated by
the Naval Hospital chaplain’s

office, a flag, and other gifts.
Volunteers who helped present
the gifts were Michelle Grant of
Virginia Beach, Mary Jones and
Jenny Johnson of Lancaster, and
Arlene Spencer.
Gift certificates donated by
Tri-Star Inc. were given to the
World War II veterans, Tyler
Kelly Sr., Glendon Pinn Sr.,
Gilbert Dorman and Richard
Kelly.
Others supporting the service and the Derrick B. Spencer
Memorial Fund were Sal’s Pizza
in Kilmarnock, Creative Business Solutions Inc. of Portsmouth, Cecelia Brown, Diana
Montgomery of Chesterfield,
Sharon Bates of Portsmouth
Naval Hospital and the Holy
Tabernacle Youth Department
and its director Laurie Carter.
Spencer also thanked John
Shearin and pastor Pinn for their
assistance.

Specialty Shops, Antiques & Treasures
Jean’s Bargain
Center

Great Selection of Quality Name Brand
Consignment – including Coldwater
Creek, B Moss, Ann Taylor, Sag Harbor,
Gap, American Eagle & Much More.

Customer Appreciation Sale

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat: 9-5

Sun., Dec. 19 12-5
25% off Storewide
40% off Christmas

Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

Mon. – Fri. 10-5:30 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 12-5
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

804-580-2850

Crying Shame

Exceptional Home Accessories & Gifts

50% off Christmas
Dec. 22 thru Jan. 1
(804) 443-0070

103 Church Lane, Tappahannock, VA
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5

T-Town Tack

Just in time for your Holiday Shopping
Select Shoes Up To 75%off

www.t-towntack.com

Tappahannock, va • 804-443-4614

Fireflies Studios & Antiques
Open December 18 & 19
Pottery Classes forming now to begin the end of Feb.
Pottery
Jewelry
Shea Butter Soup
Custom Tea Blends

Oyster Plates
Bird Cage Bird Feeders
Yard Sculptures
Embellished Mirrors

One mile east of Burgess - Rt. 360
804-580-1711

BURGESS
HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
Burgess, VA (804) 453-5900

STOREWIDE SALE THRU CHRISTMAS

10-30%

OFF

Always a Sale

HOURS: TUES, WED,

FRI. & SAT 10-5 PM

443 Main Street
Antiques & Collectibles
HOLIDAY SALE
20% off Storewide
Warsaw • 804-313-1876

Ladies Boutique

25 to 80% off Storewide
All Christmas 40% off
Mon.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 1-5
804-333-6600
5445 Richmond Rd. • Warsaw, VA

RICHMOND—Since winter
weather presents many challenges to motorists, the Virginia
Department of Motor Vehicles
recommends the removal of all
snow from vehicles before driving this winter, including off the
roofs of vehicles.
“Snow falling onto the roadway from a vehicle while it is
moving is a safety hazard to the
driver and other motorists on the
road,” said DMV Commissioner
Richard D. Holcomb.
When the road surface is covered with snow or ice, driving
becomes hazardous and visibility
is reduced. Drivers are urged to
slow down, and increase following distance from three seconds
to at least six seconds. The braking distance for road surfaces
with rain, snow and ice can be
from three to nine times greater
than stopping distances on dry,
clear roads. Icy conditions may
also obscure lane markings and
traffic signs.
Sometimes motorists who
encounter a slippery road surface
react with a sudden response or
over-correction, such as jerking
the steering wheel to the right
or left, or by slamming on the
brakes. This reaction may cause
the vehicle to skid, swerve into
oncoming traffic or run off the
road. Motorists can avoid sudden
surprises by decreasing speed
and increasing their vehicle’s
distance from others.
“During poor weather and
anytime remember to always
fasten your safety belt and avoid
all distractions,”said Holcomb.
Follow these tips when driving during winter weather conditions:
• Remove all snow and ice
from your vehicle, including the
roof, before driving.
• Decrease your speed and
increase your following distance.
• Turn on your lights and make
sure they are clear of snow and
ice.
• Don’t use cruise control or
overdrive.
• Don’t pass snow plows or
sanding trucks.
• Allow for extra traveling
time.
• Stay in the right lane except
when passing.
• Steer with smooth and precise movements to prevent skidding.
• Remember to yield the rightof-way or reduce speed when
approaching stationary emergency vehicles on roadways.
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Your Right Hand
Concierge Service & Home Management
Suzanne Shepherd, Brooks Stewart and Kendall Vickery

Handling your chores so you can
get back to enjoying life again.
Call or e-mail us for more information

info@yourrighthandva.com

577.3166

Last Chance, Act Now
The Warmth of Wood
The convenience of Gas
your choice
We have the cure for
Winters common cold!
FIREPLACES

Add or Replace your old woodstove with any
one of our High Efficency Woodstoves by
December 31 and receive a 30% Tax

Credit up to $1500.00

Woodstoves, Gas
Logs, Hot Tubs,
Patio Furniture

The

IRE
F
&
O
I
PAT
Place

804-445-0026
702 Church Ln
Tappahannock
Va.

Why get typical home
insurance when you could
have it TAILORED?
Switch to Nationwide® now, and together
we’ll help build a policy that’s right for you.

Doug Wilt

John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock

(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477
Call me for a quote today

©2008-2010 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home
office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer non-Nationwide homeowners
insurance products only in FL.
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CommunityForum

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman
On Tuesday, I had the opportunity to speak to the 2010 Virginia
Coastal Partners Workshop, with
Virginia Secretary of Natural
Resources Doug Domenech. I was
pleased to join these great folks in
kicking off the workshop focusing on an important issue to the
First District and to Virginia. Gov.
Bob McDonnell and Secretary
Domenech have taken important
steps to safeguard the Commonwealth’s natural resources, such
as the Chesapeake Bay, while at
the same time encouraging economic growth. Natural resources
are important to Virginia’s history
as well as our economy.
Also this week, I was humbled
and honored to accept the position to serve as chairman of the
U.S. Naval Academy board of
visitors for the upcoming year.
The First District of Virginia has a
significant concentration of Naval
Academy alumni, with many
active Navy and Marine Corps
officers serving in the Hampton
Roads and Quantico areas, and
other nearby Naval commands.
Thousands of midshipmen
receive an extraordinary education and train to serve our country at the Naval Academy. We are
privileged to have 46 First District
midshipmen at the Naval Academy.
A delicate but pressing issue
with our military men and women
and veterans is the mismanagement of Arlington Cemetery. This
week I cosponsored legislation

enforcing new standards to better
identify and code remains at
Arlington National Cemetery.
Earlier in the year, I questioned
Army Secretary John McHugh
about the report of mismanagement at the cemetery, and I know
the Army has promised to do
everything it can to correct the
completely unacceptable administration of the cemetery. I believe
we must also bring larger changes
in law to ensure accountability
to avoid these problems in the
future. We simply cannot tolerate
mismanagement of this magnitude, and I urge you to read more
about this legislation at wittman.
house.gov.
Many of you joined my listening session and discussion this
week. The overwhelming issues
were job creation and government
spending. Many of you spoke on
the tax cuts set to expire in January. We heard the news that a deal
had been reached on taxes, however, Congress has yet to consider
any measure to prevent the looming tax hike coming on January
1.
With unemployment shifting
even higher this past month, the
last thing our economy needs
is additional burdens placed on
families and small businesses.
And as we begin the 112th Congress, some of the first priorities
will be to rein in spending, stop
the uncontrolled growth in government and cut out waste, fraud
and abuse in the federal budget.

Delegate’s Report

Focal Point

by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.
Maxed out

The first snowfall of the season caps an outdoor plant of
seasonal colors in Weems.

Photo by Drew Smith, 12
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line
Focal Point.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

S

oon to become a made-for-television Christmas
special, let’s take a trip to the 1960s.
Dwight Eisenhower is President of the United
States. The first 50-star flag of the U.S. officially flies
over Philadelphia and U.S. Sen. John F. Kennedy is
elected president.
Elvis Presley returns from Germany after serving
two years in the U.S. Army. A month later he records
“Are You Lonesome Tonight?”
Meanwhile, The Beatles form across the Atlantic in
Liverpool.
Joanne Woodward receives the first star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame. “Ben-Hur” wins a record
number of Oscars, including Best Picture.
“The Fantasticks,” the world’s longest-running musical, opens in New York City. Harper Lee publishes To
Kill a Mockingbird and it wins the Pulitzer Prize for
best American Novel of 1960.
The first patent is issued for a laser. The first successful kidney transplant is performed.
The Computer Age and the Cold War continue. U.S.
involvement in the Vietnam War begins to escalate.
Hanoi forms the National Liberation Front for South
Vietnam and the Diem government calls them “Viet
Cong.”
The race for space gains momentum with the
launching of Sputnik 4 by the Soviet Union, followed
closely by Sputnik 5 with two dogs, 40 mice and two
rats aboard. The U.S. launches the first weather satellite and later a Polaris missile is test-launched from
Cape Canaveral. President Eisenhower dedicates the
Marshall Space Flight Center.
In Greensboro, N.C., four black students from North
Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University begin a sit-in at a segregated Woolworth’s lunch
counter, triggering nonviolent protests throughout the
south. Six months later they are served lunch at the
same counter. President Eisenhower signs the Civil
Rights Act of 1960 into law.
The Supreme Court declares segregation in public
transportation illegal in the U.S., and later upholds a
federal court ruling that the State of Louisiana’s racial
segregation laws are unconstitutional, and overturns
them.
In the Summer Olympic Games staged in Rome,
American Cassius Clay wins the gold medal in lightheavyweight boxing; by winter he wins his first professional match.
On the track, Junior Johnson wins the Daytona 500.
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Rex White wins the NASCAR Championship.
Courtside, Wilt Chamberlain of the Philadelphia
76ers grabs 55 rebounds in an NBA contest against the
Boston Celtics.
On the gridiron, the Philadelphia Eagles beat the
Green Bay Packers, 17-13, to win the NFL Championship. The AFL plays its first season.
At the diamond, the Pittsburgh Pirates win the 1960
World Series,10-9, over the New York Yankees in game
seven on a home run hit by Bill Mazeroski in the ninth
inning. Jim Coates of Lancaster pitches in the eighth
for the Yankees.
Robert Mason Jr. turns age 2 and sets his sights
beyond the presidency and the pitcher’s mound to some
day become editor of a leading community weekly in
Virginia.
As the year comes to a close, the good children of
Lancaster are completing their Letters to Santa for
publication in the Christmas edition of the Rappahannock Record.
Fred E. Burke Jr. of Irvington wants Santa to bring a
farm set, a bicycle, a road machine and a combine.
Teresa Gail George of White Stone wants a walking doll, a little doll house, a cash register with play
money, a Coca-Cola fountain, coloring books and
crayons, pencils and paper, candy fruit and nuts.
Dennis Shelton of Lancaster wants a record player
and records, a Battle of the Blue and Gray set, a fourmotor airplane that runs by battery, a Mattel shooting
shell rifle and gun and holster set, a big tool chest, Huckleberry Hound game, a Woody Woodpecker game, a
Quick-draw McGraw game and some clothes.
Shirley Ann Haynie of Alfonso wants an A.B.C.
learning game, a baby, a high chair, a baby bed and
bureau for her clothes, two doll dresses, a diaper bag
and bottles with nipples, some crayons and coloring
books, also a pretty blue dress size 6 and some underclothing.
Andrew Haynie of Alfonso wants a dump truck,
a little tractor that pulls a trailer, a tool set with saw,
hammer and nails, coloring books and crayons, a play
shaving set, a barn and some clothes “I can wear.”
Wallace Lewis of Kilmarnock wants “a big jeep that
I can sit in and ride,” an auto transport that carries cars,
and a complete Roy Rogers outfit with holster and
boots.
Winnie McCrobie of Kilmarnock wants a big
wagon, a football helmet, American bricks and lots of
candy, fruit and nuts.

It’s that time of the year
when many shoppers pull
out the credit cards and go
shopping for the Christmas
season.
Occasionally the clerk will
have to say to a customer,
“I’m sorry, sir. It does not
appear your credit card is
going through.”
As a kid I can remember
banks advertising “Christmas Clubs” which would
help customers save a little
money all year long.
Whether a romantic notion
or cold reality, I perceive
Christmas Clubs are not used
as widely because of the easy
access to consumer credit.
The Commonwealth of
Virginia, which is facing
numerous fiscal strains of
its own, recently received a
report which suggested we
too might be forced to put
away the credit card because
we are bumping up against
our credit limit.
Virginia’s
Constitution
requires we have a balanced
budget every year. However,
Virginia can “borrow” funds
based on future tax revenues
to finance capital projects.
Virginia has a line of credit
to pay for tangible assets.
Traditionally these projects
have included parks, office
buildings, highways, bridges
and tunnels. In recent years

by Robert Mason Jr.
Clifton O. Davis Jr. of White Stone wants a big
truck, ball, cap and jacket and clothes for school, and
a wagon.
Jackie Lawson of White Stone wants a combination Girder & Panel-Bridge & Turnpike Building set,
a Micro-Craft Microscope set, a buckle gun, and “just
for the fun of it a 45 RPM record called ‘Flying Purple
People Eater.’” He also wants Santa to bring his little
sister a Teddy bear, some nesting blocks and a Playskool milk wagon.
Christine Row of Ocran wants a doll, a stroller, a
blackboard and a cosmetic kit.
Dixie Arlene George of Westland wants some
clothes, socks shows, paper and pencils and goodies.
Brenda Lucy Pittman of Regina wants a baby doll
and some clothes for her, and a set of flash cards and
number cards; for her brother, Elmer Jr., a dump truck
and a tractor; and for her sister, a baby doll and a Teddy
bear.
Vernon Covington of Kilmarnock wants a cowboy
suit, a hunting set, road construction set, gas station,
train, a rocking horse and an airplane.
Chuck Covington of Kilmarnock wants a bulldozer,
airplane, train, rifle gun, gas station and tool set.
Martha Dell Covington of Kilmarnock wants a suitcase for her Barbie doll with hangers, a Shirley Temple
doll with clothes, a color TV, a Coca-Cola set and a bed
to go with her doll’s bedroom set.
Jackie Covington of Kilmarnock wants a toy frosty
freeze, a cook set, an electric organ, Barbie doll clothes,
a typewriter, a giant chest game and a Pollyanna doll.
Sonny Boy Hamm of Kilmarnock wants some
clothes, a car, a truck and some fruit and candy and
nuts.
Jeannie Walker of Kilmarnock wants a Barbie doll
and “some more nice things.” She also wants Santa to
bring her little brother a tractor.
Gail George of Foxwells wants a bicycle with training wheels, clothes line with pins, a baby doll, a baby
carriage, baby clothes,
There’s no doubt Santa would fulfill all of their
wishes, as best he could, because they are all good
little boys and girls. They remember in their letters all
the best for their parents, extended families, teachers,
friends, and children the world over.
They also promise Santa lots of milk and cookies,
leaving no doubt why he’s fat and jolly.
Time moves on and everybody lives a peaceful, harmonious and prosperous life. The End.

though, Virginia has been
relying on debt to fund services traditionally funded by
cash, such as highway maintenance, local and regional
jails, public broadcasting
equipment, museum conservation, economic development and water quality
improvement projects.
But, through a bipartisan reliance on debt, Virginia is reaching its credit
limit. The three largest debt
authorizations in the history
of the Commonwealth have
occurred since 2007.
Our debt is bumping up
against the limits set by
our Debt Capacity Model,
administered by the somewhat obscure Debt Capacity
Advisory Committee. Much
like a credit card company
will base your “limit” on an
income to debt ratio, this
model estimates how much
debt Virginia can responsibly
take on and keep our “Triple
A” bond rating.
The model assumes a conservative debt support load
of five percent of revenue.
This is important because by
FY2012, the Debt Capacity
Model indicates our tax-supported debt load will equal
5.13 percent of our projected
tax revenues. The legislature is facing the question of
whether or not to raise our
debt capacity, or how significantly we will have to cut
programs and core services.
Indeed, with support of the
executive branch members,
the Debt Capacity Advisory
Committee recently voted to
tweak the formula and therefore raise Virginia’s debt
ceiling. Then last week Gov.
McDonnell called for using
this new ceiling to float
bonds to help pay for transportation.
The worthiness of the purchase is not in question. But,
it is no more wise for Virginia to increase its credit
limit than it is for a consumer
to apply for a new credit card
once they have “maxed out.”
“Debt maintenance” cost
will only grow and “debt
maintenance” is Virginia’s
sixth largest General Fund
expenditure.
Virginia has a strong credit
rating and no clerk has yet
advised our “card won’t go
through,” but if we keep on
this trend they might have to
take a pair of scissors to it.

Record plans
annual holiday
Next week’s issue of the
Rappahannock Record, containing Letters to Santa and
Christmas greetings, will
the the last of 2010. The
Record will be closed from
December 23 until January
3, 2011.
News items for the January 6 issue may be emailed
to editor@RRecord.com.
Advertising and other items
may be emailed to mail@
RRecord. com.
The Record staff wishes
each of our readers and
advertisers a very Merry
Christmas and a prosperous
New Year.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

he most basic statement that one can make
about Mary Allen is to say that she was
a very holy woman. She lived over 90 years,
during which time she put her relationship with
her God first, and ordered all other aspects of
her life accordingly. She spent most of those
years as the loving and dutiful wife of a man
of the cloth, partnering with him in a variety
of different assignments across the country,
always doing her part to make religion as significant in others’ lives as it was in hers.
She was born in Connecticut where her
father was a tobacco farmer. When I first met
her over 30 years ago, I told her that I did not
know that tobacco could grow that far north.
She told me that my remark was the one she
expected to encounter whenever she told
anyone south of the Mason-Dixon Line what
her father had done for a living.
At a young age she married the Rev. Charles
Allen, then in the early years of his lengthy
service to the Episcopal Church. They had
five children, whom they raised in their various assignments, before ultimately retiring to
an old waterman’s house on Prentice Creek at
Ditchley.
Actually, I am grammatically incorrect in
using the term, “retiring” with respect to the

Allens. From its opening in 1977 until his before from a bout with cancer, and would do
death in 1988, I am confident that the Rev. once again, and began the process of putting
Allen logged the greatest number of hours her life back together. A few years earlier the
visiting patients at Rappahannock General Allens had lost their son, John, in a car acciHospital.
dent. In recent years, they lost a grandson,
He carried his ministry with him wherever Leonard Cowherd, in Iraq. But in all of her
he went, in the course of
crosses her faith was
which he stopped in to say Few individuals ever reach
her bedrock, giving
hello and offer a prayer
her the perspective to
when requested with hun- the sterling level of life that
see a continuing purdreds of patients. His
pose to living each day
scope was truly ecumeni- she did, but her message is
towards achieving her
cal, as he found fulfillment
part in the carrying out
in bringing his warm and that everyone can try, and
of God’s plan for creerudite presence to those if we do, the world will be a
ation.
who were ill, regardless of
She
undertook
their denomination. If he better place.
remodeling her home
could help, he did.
with the help of her
He assisted at many churches and when he good friend, the late Francis Walker, whose
was past 80, he and Mary still looked for those ability in construction matched Mary’s decowhom they might be able to help, whether rative schemes. Together they built onto her
spiritually or financially. They were generous home and put a guest apartment in her outwith their time, talent and treasure, trying to building. Mary saw her home as a gatherdo their part at all times. In the process they ing place both for family and friends. She
did far more than their share in every venue. delighted in hosting social events to introIn February 1988 in a terrible car accident, duce newcomers to the community and sent
Rev. Allen lost his life and Mary almost lost hundreds of welcoming gifts of food that she
hers. She recovered, as she had done once made to her splendid standards when families

were coping with illness or death. It was all
part of who she was.
World travel also became an aspect of
Mary’s life alone. She went to China, from
which she returned with interesting views
on how that country had tried to suppress the
basic religious instinct found in all people.
She also went on a trip I had organized centering on historic preservation in Britain.
For her the highlight was hearing the boys’
choir at Saint Paul’s Cathedral in London. I
was impressed by the intense level of her
preparation for the journey. She read extensively and already was familiar with many of
the places we visited. Typical of her normal
procedure, she was constantly solicitous of the
others in our group, trying to make their experience as rich as hers.
Last week Mary died, two months short of
her ninety-first birthday, 22 years into her widowhood, and in her fourth decade of passage
in the Northern Neck. Few individuals ever
reach the sterling level of life that she did, but
her message is that everyone can try, and if we
do, the world will be a better place. Clearly,
she did her share to make it so.
Mary Agnes Brewer Allen, February 9,
1920 – December 5, 2010. R.I.P.
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YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the December 19, 1910, issue of the Virginia
Citizen)

Letters To Santa Claus

Dear Santa, Please bring me a wagon, a ball, nuts, candies,
apples and firecrackers. From Alton Lee Dyke.
Dear Santa, Please bring me a doll, a piano, a pair of gloves,
some candy, nuts and oranges. Your little girl, Irma F. Padgett.
Dear Santa, I am a little boy six years old. Please come to
see me Christmas and bring me an air rifle, some shot, a pair
of gum boots, some candy, oranges and bananas. I will be a
good little boy until Christmas. Clifford Lunford, Sampson’s
Wharf, Va.
Dear Santa, I am a little girl five and a half years old. Please
bring me a doll’s go-cart, some candy, fruit, nuts and oranges.
I have kept my doll’s bed nice that you brought me last Christmas. If you can’t bring me the go-cart I’ll be satisfied with
anything else you can bring me. Your little girl, Margaret
Owen, Weems, Va.
Dear Santa, I will write you and tell you what I want: a
sleigh, a pearl handle knife, candy, nuts, cakes, oranges and
firecrackers. From your little boy, Earl Pittman, Irvington, Va.

Fish and Oyster Notes

Virginia continues to produce a greater abundance of oysters
than in previous years. Prices remain low.
State Commission of Fisheries has made its annual report to
the Governor, offering no recommendations because no legislature will convene this winter.
Oystermen here recently from the Rappahannock rocks were
a unit in saying our oysters were more plentiful and better
culled than for years. Patent-tong plants were last week selling
for 65 cents.
A well known and extensive producer of oysters in Virginia
has been seeking an outlet for the surplus stock throughout the
West. Heretofore they have confined themselves to Baltimore
business.
North Carolina is to hold a State Oyster Convention on
December 28th, with banquet at night. The object is to consider a revision of the oyster laws of that state, somewhat after
Virginia’s plan. Hon. W. McDonald Lee and Hon. S. Wilkins
Matthews, of the Virginia Commission are the invited guests,
the former being “booked” for an address.

Crisp News

By the new census it is seen these United States exceed the
ninety million population mark that was predicted.
Lynchburg “wets” won by 85 majority out of a total vote
of 2,653. The “drys” will contest on the ground of wholesale
illegal registering of voters by the “wets.” The “drys” were
derelict in not having their voters qualify, about four hundred
having failed to do so.

YOUR LETTERS
Free clinic is still
asking for funds
A recent letter noted 435 volunteers at the Northern Neck
Free Health Clinic who help
a staff of 20 employees provide an output equal to a large
local business, some $7 million
worth of services annually.
The 435 volunteers are those
active in the medical and dental
clinics, the pharmacy, the two
outreach facilities, and the clinic’s administrative areas. They
do not include the additional 45
groups, each with any number
of people involved, who prepare and deliver dinners for the
volunteers working the Tuesday and Thursday evening clinics. Their numbers are another
indication of the vast community support the clinic enjoys.
Our volunteers make it
all happen. Our funders and
donors make it all possible. In
the past two weeks, since the
last letter was published and
after a general mailing went out
to Northern Neck and Middlesex County residents, the community has been responding to
the call for help, as $53,000 in
donations has come in.
We are still $247,000 short
for the year, however, and the
fund-raising efforts continue,
as do the health-care services,
held five days and two evenings
every week, for those with low
income and the uninsured.
This year the clinic has delivered six dollars of healthcare
for every dollar donated. With
the tough economic conditions that exist in our country,
the clinic is very busy and our
waiting rooms are usually full.
Many of our patients have

a lot of health problems and
require multiple prescriptions.
Without our help, their well
being and life span is markedly limited. Quality of life can
only improve when everyone,
regardless of their station in
life, has a chance at health and
hope.
Please keep the clinic in
mind as you make your yearend donations, and help us
reach those who need a hand
up, a chance for health and self
improvement, a reason to hope.
Our address is P.O. Box 1964,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
Richard N. Baylor, MD FACP
NNFHC board

Setting free
the workers
“The truth shall set you free”
is a very sad phrase for these
days and times. There are still
too many versions of “truths”
based in selfishness, greed,
power and control. These
things have plagued humans
throughout recorded history.
How is it that over 200 years
ago, a group of men got so close
to devising an infrastructure
of honest “self ” government
because they were starting to
believe in the true value of
freedom, and it is nearly being
abandoned today because of
selfishness, greed, power and
control? And not just within
government itself, but by so
many citizens as well.
The reason freedom will
never be fully achieved these
days is because too many
people are selfish, greedy
and power-hungry for control
of something… anything...
except their own lives. What

happened to belief in government of the people, by the
people and for the people that
had to be fought for again 150
years ago while also fighting
for the belief that all people
deserved to be free?
Does freedom come with
such a high price that we
continually have to be taxed
more on everything in order to
maintain it?
Are our taxes paying for
freedom from poverty or are
we having to pay more for
government programs that are
free to those who feel they
have no power or control over
their lives so they are perfectly
willing to be selfish, greedy
and dishonest?
Times are hard... even
for those of us who still have
jobs and can still support ourselves because we made sure
to get out of debt while we had
the chance. My husband and
I are self-employed and now
earn an income that is considered “poverty level” and yet
we are able to survive without
government assistance. But
how long can we last if we
are forced to pay even more
taxes, and I’m not referring
to income taxes here, to support people who are unemployed?
Our unemployment tax rate
for the state just jumped over
three times what it was. How
fair is it that our business, as
a sole proprietorship with only
one employee (me) should be
contributing to the “Unemployment” tax fund when neither my husband nor I technically qualify for unemployment compensation?
How mad would other

people be if my husband fired
me just so I could collect
unemployment?  
To those of you who’ve been
faced with disasters that truly
could not have been foreseen,
I understand and fully support
your need for unemployment
aid, especially in hard economic times.
But to those of you who are
being lazy, greedy or selfish,
I implore you to wake up and
see the truth—until you try to
become responsible and take
control of your own life without financial assistance from
the government, you will never
feel the power of true freedom.
Help to set yourself and everyone else free.

Susan Robertson,
Kilmarnock

Reaping the
benefits of
‘Republican’ wealth
Let me get this straight,
either you continue to give me
my “Republican” tax break on
my $20,000 per week salary, or
I won’t give you, the thousands
of out of work American citizens, continued unemployment
benefits.
Oh, by the way, my party
“Republican” is either directly
or indirectly for the policies put
in law that brought this country
to the brink of bankruptcy, putting hundreds of thousands of
people out of work.
But hey, that’s ok, just as
long as I continue to get the
tax break on my multi-million
dollar annual salary.

Barry Mandell,
Weems

Civil War Sesquicentennial

Doings In Congress

The house has been dubbed the “hundred thousand a
minute” House because for 31½ hours it spent $100,000 a
minute in appropriations. No spendthrift ever disposed of
money quite so fast as this abort session of Congress is doing.
President Taft has appointed Associate Justice Douglas
White, of Louisiana, of the Supreme Court of the United
States, chief of that tribunal. The new Chief Justice is not
only a southern man but a democrat. The president has also
appointed another democrat to the Supreme Court bench in the
person of Joseph R. Lamar.
Senator Claude A. Swanson, Virginia’s new Senator, has
received his committee assignments. He is on Public Buildings
and Grounds, Education and Labor, Library and Expositions.
These are all important placs, and they give the new Senator
an opportunity to get in some excellent work for his state.
Senator Swanson said to the Times-Dispatch correspondent
that he was well pleased with his appointments.
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150 years ago this month

D

ecember 20, 1860: South
Carolina
passes
an
Ordinance of Secession and
secedes from the Union. “We
the People of the State of South
Carolina in convention assembled, do declare and ordain…
that the ordinance adopted by
us [on May 23, 1788] whereby
the Constitution of the United
States of America was ratified, and also acts… ratifying
amendments of the said Constitution, are hereby repealed; and
that the union now subsisting
between South Carolina and
Lancaster Courthouse
other States, under the name of
Mrs. Clarence Dunaway, of Richmond, is at her parental
the ‘United States of America,’
home to remain until after the holidays.
Lancaster gladly welcomes as a new resident, Mrs. Elizabeth is hereby dissolved.”
December 24, 1860: South
Pinckard, who will reside during the winter with her daughter,
Carolina issues a Declaration
Mrs. Phil Gresham.
of the Causes of Secession
Owing to a cat of diptheria here, the school closed on
Monday last until January. Little Helen Combs is the victim of explaining its actions. It asserts
that the Declaration of Indethe disease. Drs. Pierce and Oldham are in attendance.
pendence established the right
of a Free and Independent State
Irvington
to govern itself and the right of
Don’t fail to see the drama next Friday evening.
a people to abolish a GovernRemember—no game is allowed to be killed when snow is
ment when it becomes destrucon the ground.
H. O. Rock, R. Lee Simmons and F. W. Gunby were in Balti- tive of the ends for which it
was formed. The Constitution
more last week.
created a compact between the
Capt. J. Bellows was here last week en route to Norfolk,
where he is having work done on steamer of his plant.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball
Washington Museum and Library)

States whereby the failure of
one or more party to live up to
that compact releases the obligation of the others.
Virginians responded to the
secession crisis with both support and opposition.
December 11, 1860: John
Minor Botts, Richmond lawyer
and former U.S. Representative, writes a protest against
disunion. “One of the inconceivable and irreconcilable
things of this world to my mind,
is that an idea, of such unmixed
and unmitigated nonsense and
absurdity as that of the right of
a State to secede at pleasure,
should ever have obtained a
place in the mind of any man,
who was not an absolute lunatic…Virginia made the Union;
tis chiefly the work of the hands
of her children, and she will
adhere to, abide in, protect and
preserve it, until some stronger reasons than now exists
for its destruction… I beg you
to unite with me in urging the
people of Virginia not to be in
too great a hurry to destroy, or
hazard the loss of, what all the
world will never be able to give
them again.”

December 22, 1860: The citizens of Elizabeth City County
adopt a resolution endorsing South Carolina’s right to
secede.
December 31, 1860: The
editor of the Alexandria Gazette
describes an emotional turmoil.
“The Year 1860 is about to pass
away forever! It ends in gloom
and sadness… We had once, as
a united Nation, a bright future.
Now clouds and darkness settle
upon the horizon, and are gradually gathering over the whole
land! The hearts of the people
are sorrowful. Every mind is
depressed.”
The choice of union or
secession was not easy for
Virginians. In 1860, Virginia
had more enslaved people and
more owners of slaves than any
other state. Almost half a million people, nearly one-third
of the entire state population,
lived in slavery.
However, Virginia also had
varied geographical, cultural,
and economic environments
making it different from lowerSouth slave states. Stretching
to the Ohio River, Virginia was
at once a southern, midwestern,

and mid-Atlantic state. Even in
the regions where slavery was
the foundation of the economic
and social systems, planters,
merchants, and tobacco dealers
built long-standing relationships with businesses outside
the South.
Virginians who lived along
the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay also were often
involved in commercial and
cultural networks that included
people and markets in Maryland, Philadelphia and New
York.
More information on secession is available from the
Library of Virginia. Through
October 2011, LVA is presenting the exhibits “Union or
Secession: Virginians Decide”
at the Library and “The Struggle to Decide: Virginia’s Secession Crisis” at the State Capitol Visitor Center. Resources
and digital images can be
found at virginiamemory.
com. This article is part of a
monthly series provided by the
Lancaster County Civil War
Sesquicentennial Committee
and the Mary Ball Washington
Museum.

Celebration Announcement
Don’t Miss Out On This!!
Bring in the New Year in Style!
New Year’s Eve Gala
Semi-Formal - 21&Up
Friday, December 31, 2010
8:00 pm til 2:00 am

Loyalty
Banking®
Rewards

Boys and Girls Club
517 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
Dance All Night to
Continuous Live Band Music by

The Russell “Oneal” Carter Experience
Tickets $ 50.00 Per Person
Tables Reserved For 8
Includes Food, As Much As You Can Eat,
by Local Chefs; Cash Bar Available
Call 804.435.9696
To become a sponsor,
To purchase tickets
or for Information.
Proceeds Benefit
The Boys & Girls Club
of the Northern Neck

Is it so wrong to love a bank?
When was the last time your bank made you happy? If you can’t
remember, maybe you should look into Loyalty Banking at Union.
Who wouldn’t love a bank that pays you back just for being loyal?
With Union’s Loyalty Banking, you earn points based on the balance in
your Loyalty Checking and savings including money market, CDs and
IRAs. Plus you’ll really add up the points with Union debit and credit card
purchases. Then you can redeem your points for gift cards, merchandise
and travel. Visit one of our branches to find out how easy it is to fall in love
with Loyalty Banking.

1-800-990-4828 n bankatunion.com

Rapp Record Dix bw LB.indd 1

Earn Reward Points On:
Checking & Savings
Debit Card Use
Credit Card Use
Money Market Balance
CDs & IRAs
Alice Dix makes banking
rewarding at the White Stone
Branch, 804-435-1626

Member
FDIC

11/29/10 10:48:01 AM
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Study finds inconsistencies in EPA and USDA
data regarding the Chesapeake Bay watershed
WASHINGTON, D.C.—A
new report seriously questions
the data used by the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to set pollution limits
for the Chesapeake Bay.
Commissioned by the Agricultural Nutrient Policy Council (ANPC), a coalition of
agricultural groups, the report
contrasts EPA’s estimate of the
bay’s “nutrient diet” with those
of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA),
which are much more favorable to farmers. It asks EPA
to not issue a rule setting the
bay’s “pollution loads” until
the inconsistencies can be reconciled.
The report was prepared by
LimnoTech, one of the nation’s
leading water sciences and
environmental
engineering
consulting firms. It compared
EPA’s Total Maximum Daily
Loads with those in the draft
USDA report Assessment of
the Effects of Conservation
Practices on Cultivated Cropland in the Chesapeake Bay
Region. Inconsistencies in data
and modeling were found for:
• Land use and total acreage
of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
• Hydrology.

• Assumptions about conservation practices.
• Model frameworks.
• Model results.
The report calls for a “timeout” on the Bay TMDL to
make sure that EPA does not
push the use of its pollutant
estimation model beyond its
original design.
According to the report,
USDA estimates that 7 percent
of cropped acres are under conventional tillage, 5 percent of
cropped acres have a level of
tillage between conservation
tillage and conventional tillage, and 88 percent of cropped
acres are under conservation
tillage (mulch till or no-till)
practices...EPA estimates that
50 percent of cropped acres are
under conventional tillage and
50 percent are under conservation practices.
In general, the cultivated
cropland conservation practices incorporated in USDA’s
model framework are documented and statistically valid
in sufficient detail to allow
a general understanding of
practices accounted for in the
modeling, the assumptions
made regarding specific conservation practices, and the
level of implementation. A

Boutique
Fabulous Finds for you and your home

25% Off All
Holiday Merchandise
Mon.-Sat. 10-5 • Sunday noon-5 thru Christmas
538 Rappahannock Drive • White Stone • 436.8505

THAI POT
New Year’s Eve

Menu for two, share the following . . .
Mixed appetizer: chicken satay, dimsum,
crab lagoon, green beans
Entree: panang chicken curry, stir fried mixed vegetable
with shrimp, fish with garlic sauce, steamed rice
Dessert: sticky rice with Thai custard or ice cream
Special celebratory beverage
Enjoy our classical Thai dance
$80 per couple
Open:
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday
11:30am-3pm, 5pm-10pm
Open: Friday & Saturday
11:30am - 3pm, 5pm-10:30pm
Closed: Tuesday
36 N. Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tel: 804/436.8424 (THAI)

similar level of detail and documentation is not, however,
available for the EPA model
framework.
“If USDA’s numbers are correct, agriculture has already
significantly surpassed EPA
targets for reductions in sediment and phosphorus,” said
National Association of Corn
Growers director of public
policy Rod Snyder. “It is crucial that farmers in the bay
watershed receive appropriate
credit for their efforts to be
good stewards of our land and
water resources.”
The report also found that
USDA and EPA make different assumptions about animal
feeding operations (AFOs)
and concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs). EPA
attempts to model loads from
the CAFO production areas,
where animals are housed and
manure stored, while USDA
does not. Both EPA and USDA
appear to model manure application on cropland on a nitrogen
basis. USDA estimates that 38
percent of cropped acres have
manure applied. According to
the study, it is not possible to
determine from the available
EPA documentation how much
of the cropland in the EPA
model receives manure.
“Because the TMDL will
have immediate economic
consequences, the quest for
more accurate data must begin
immediately,” said National
Pork Producers Association
chief environmental counsel
Michael Formica. “Should
EPA proceed without an unassailable data set in hand, all
stakeholders in the bay should
question not only EPA’s pollution assignments, but also its
diet for cleanup.”
“The ANPC wanted to know
if the differences in EPA and
USDA estimates were significant enough to call the draft
TMDL into question,” said Lisa
Kelley of the National Council
of Farmer Cooperatives. “The
LimnoTech study provides a
resounding ‘yes’ to that question and we are urging EPA to
step back and re-examine the
precision and accuracy of its
data.”
According to the study, the
USDA model framework seems
to more accurately represent
real world, Chesapeake Bay
watershed agricultural operations and management practices including consideration of
crop rotations, varying levels of
tillage (no-till, mulch till, conventional till) and actual nutrient management practices.
“Through the Bay TMDL,

EPA is implementing a rule that
will have significant impact on
economic growth and development, including food production, in the watershed,” said
American Farm Bureau Federation senior director of regulatory relations Don Parrish.
“It is critical for EPA to get
the facts right including providing an accurate accounting
for existing management and
conservation practices before
it imposes potential economic
disaster on agricultural producers in the bay watershed.”
The LimnoTech report is
available at nutrientpolicy.org/
ANPC News.html.
The Agricultural Nutrient
Policy Council (ANPC) seeks a
balanced approach to environmental policies and regulations
that will ensure the agricultural
sector’s ability to produce safe
and abundant supplies of food,
fiber and fuel while promoting
a sound environment.
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A gift that keeps coming once a week?

The Record!

804-435-1701 or mail@RRecord.com
The Best Realtor
After returning to the area after 29 years,
my husband and I resumed our shopping
for another house. We happened to be
reaquainted with Cathy Rowe at Select
Properties in Irvington. She has put up with
a lot from us but has always been there all
the time for us. Honestly, if I had been in
her shoes I would have been very upset
with somebody like me! Geoff and I would
like to thank her for her time and patience
through the whole house hunting ordeal.
She is truly the best!
Thank you Cathy,
Geoff & Debbie McCord

The Agenda
Local Government News
KILMARNOCK—The
Kilmarnock Town Council
will meet at 7 p.m. Monday,
December 29, at 514 North
Main Street.
Among discussion items
comes a request for $70,000
from the Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department to be used for
repairing the firehouse roof and
the purchase of a new generator.
Also on the agenda, members
will consider two proposed resolutions. The first supports the
Northern Neck Planning District’s changes to the Enterprise
Zone, while the second deals
with redistricting.
006867_KilmarnockBuffetROP.indd 1
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Athena Vineyards & Winery
Come see our Great Selection of Gifts
Wine, Cheese, Candles, Flags,
Cooking Accessories & more

Create a Wonderful Gift Basket

Jacque’s Sparkling Wine
is finally ready for sale.
Come and Get Your
Bottle for the Holidays.
Jessie Dupont Highway
Route 200
Just south of Glebe Point

Wed. thru Sunday 12-6
thru Dec. 24
804-580-4944
www.athenavineyards.com

