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Group strives to revive floating
theater on the Chesapeake Bay
by Starke Jett
INDIAN HEAD, MD—A Maryland-based organization dreams of
reviving the James Adams Floating
Theater, which traveled throughout
the bay region from 1914 to 1941. It
brought stage productions to remote
towns and villages that may have never
seen such entertainment before.
The historical theater was an icon
in its day, inspiring the hit Broadway
musical “Show Boat,” by author Edna
Ferber and producers Oscar Hammerstein II and Jerome Kern. The James
Adams was the only show boat theater
Ferber visited to do her research.
Chesapeake Bay Floating Theater
Inc. (CBFT) is a nonprofit professional
theater organization formed in 1996 to
bring the James Adams Floating Theater back to life as both a performance
venue and a museum of the original.
CBFT is based in Indian Head, Md.,
and produces shows and workshops as
part of its outreach efforts. Its “ultimate
goal,” is to rebuild the floating theater
and take it around the bay region,

First visit
Wide-eyed Dior Pinn, 8 months, of Weems was fascinated by Santa Claus
during her visit at the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 86’s annual lunch
with Santa.The auxiliary offered free lunch, photos and a children’s gift shop.
Santa is expected to make several more visits throughout the Northern
Neck in the coming weeks. For upcoming events, turn to the LocalLife
pages. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi.

Lancaster courts relocate
to county judicial center
LANCASTER—Effective December 8, Lancaster County courts and
related offices moved into the new
judicial center at the county office
complex in Lancaster.
The Circuit, General District and
Juvenile and Domestic Relations
courts are fully operational in the
Lancaster County Judicial Center,
according to county administrator
Bill Pennell. Likewise, their respective Clerks, Commonwealth’s Attorney, Victim/Witness Program and
Juvenile Probation also are housed
in the judicial center.
Citizens having business with
county administration, Treasurer,
Commissioner of the Revenue and
Extension will continue to utilize
the Lancaster County Administrative
Building (courthouse). These offices
will not move to the new facility.
In the near future, offices that have
been housed outside the administrative building, including the offices
of the registrar, housing and emergency services, will be relocated
to the administrative building, said
Pennell. Citizens will be informed
of these changes when they occur.
Once the “dust has settled” with
the new move, the Lancaster County
Board of Supervisors will consider
the reassignment of office space
within the administrative building to ensure adequate space and
appropriate access by all citizens to

Santa letters are
due by Wednesday

T

he Rappahannock Record will continue a long-standing holiday tradition by publishing letters to Santa in the
December 23 issue.
Letters must be in the Record office
by Wednesday, December 15, in order
to appear in the special section. If letters
are written as a class project, teachers are
urged to submit them by December 10.
Letters should be written with a dark
pencil or ink and include the child’s
name, age and hometown. Parents, teachers and others are asked to make certain
the letters are legible. Teachers’ first and
last names must be submitted with class
submissions.
The Rappahannock Record mailing
address is P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock,
VA 22482. Letters also may be faxed
to 804-435-2632, emailed to mail@rrecord.com, or dropped through the front
door slot at 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock.
The December 23 issue also will
include holiday greetings from area merchants and others. The deadline for these
advertising messages is December 16.
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The James Adams
Floating Theate
Local Ports of Call:
Colonial Beach
Alliton’s Wharf
Mt. Holly
Kinsale
Lodge
Bundick
Reedville
Kilmarnock
Irvington
Weems
Bertrand
Morattico
Sharps
Warsaw
Tappahannock
Urbanna
Deltaville

as described by seven-year-veteran
CBFT volunteer Duane Mann.
“That’s just fantastic,” said Mann,
“That fits in perfectly with what I’ve
dreamed about for years, since the
‘70s. I had given up on it until I met
these people”
Mann said he never realized there
were others who shared his vision
before he met the people with CBFT.
He has been working with them ever
since, acting as an “advance man”
by going to waterfront events like
the Urbanna Oyster Festival to pass
out cards and brochures and drum up
financial and community support.
“We are in the very, very early
stages,” said Mann, who has extensive
theater background and a “day job”
as a technology specialist with the
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration. “We are getting out into the communities and raising awareness. It’s a matter of getting
the momentum going.”
Mann estimated it will take up to $3
million to find a “reasonable barge,” a
steel sea service barge 35 to 50 feet in

width and 130 to 150 feet in length,
have it designed and refurbished to
Coast Guard specifications and still
have enough funds to produce an initial stage production. Mann sees the
theater as a portable economic engine
for coastal communities, bringing in
tourism and sparking local business.
“It is a good way to help economies
in coastal communities,” said Mann.
“It would augment festivals and bring
in tourists. It’s an awesome project.”
Mann said if just 2 percent of the
population in the bay watershed gave
$20 each, the project could be funded.
He said arts grants are not generally
available for construction projects,
but would be available to help fund
the productions. So private donations
are needed to fund the barge building
phase.
Once the funds are procured, Mann
estimated it would take three years to
complete the James Adams Floating
Theater II and get the project running.
To donate to the project, visit floatingtheater.org, or call 301-743-3040.

The James Adam Floating Theater plied the waters of the bay from 1914 to 1941.

Excerpt from Virginia’s Northern Neck, A Pictorial History
with permission from the
author, John C. Wilson

B

General District Court Judge
Gordon Wilkins tries out his new
bench following the judicial center
dedication ceremonies. Photo by
Audrey Thomasson

these offices, said Pennell. Residual
funds from the financing of the judicial center are available to facilitate improvements to the old courthouse.

y 1913, towns in the Northern
Neck were given a whole new
form of entertainment with the
arrival of the Show Boat, later known
as the James Adams Floating Theater,
and later still as the Original Floating
Theatre.
James Adams and his wife started
the Show Boat in 1913, and for nearly
a quarter of a century it was pulled
from port to port, its arrival at each
well advertised in advance.
The theater—a white clapboard
house sitting on a barge— was 128
feet long and 34 feet wide, drawing
a foot-and-a-half of water. Tugboats
towed the barge from one steamboat
landing to another around the Bay area
and into North Carolina, and in short
order it was a theatre with dozens of
local followings.
It became famous in 1924 when
Edna Ferber, who had spent several
weeks on board while the theatre
was on tour, published her widely-

acclaimed novel, Show Boat. It was
after that that the name was changed
to the Original Floating Theatre, and
new audiences sought it out at one or
another of its ports of call.
James Adams sold the boat in
1930, recognizing the inroads made
by motion pictures and theaters, and
while it continued a Bay circuit for
a few years, it burned in 1941 on the
Savannah River.
The Floating Theater’s auditorium
could seat up to 700, and no doubt it
was full most of the time. When the
theater arrived, usually docking at a
steamboat wharf, its orchestra struck
up a tune announcing its arrival. It
generally stayed for a week, and different shows were presented each
night, ranging from melodramas to
westerns and comedies.
Members of the audience paid from
35 cents to 75 cents (depending on
whether it was for a box or reserved
seat, or general admission) to get in,
and might fork over an extra 15 cents
to listen to a concert at the end of the
show.

Ever-mindful of the audiences it
served, the Floating Theater took care
to keep its shows “on a high moral
plane,” according to a 1926 newspaper article announcing the arrival of
the boat at Eubank’s Wharf, “highly
entertaining and never offending.”
From another newspaper article that
same year, the show, with its sevenpeice orchestra was “nothing short of
a sensation” and one “you would have
to pay two or three dollars in the large
towns to see.”
Going to the large towns simply to
attend the theater was not one of the
luxuries generally afforded rural Bay
area residents, and so the theater came
to them.
On the 19-foot stage, the repertoire
was presented by husband-and-wife
teams of actors and actresses. Beulah
and Charlie Hunter were always
the stars (Charlie Hunter wrote and
directed many of the plays), although
other family acting teams had their
own followings.
Floating Theater, continued on page A2

Town vows to pursue closer working
relationship with business association
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—After a well-attended Christmas illumination ceremony in White Stone last Wednesday, the
town council decided to establish a closer working relationship with the business association.
Council last Thursday unanimously, 7-0, authorized
town manager Patrick Frere to draft a letter commending
the White Stone Business Association for its efforts with
the holiday open house and town tree lighting ceremony.
However, council did make note of a few glitches,
including a lack of communication with town police chief
Bill Webb regarding traffic control. The time for many of
the events was also unclear, said councilman David Jones.
Councilman Joe Sliakis volunteered to attend the business association’s meetings as a liaison.
Santa Claus is welcomed to White Stone December 1
Scott Hudson made the motion to direct Frere to draft a by Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard Jr. during the White Stone
letter thanking the association for its efforts and encourag- Merchant Association’s tree lighting and open house
ing a closer working relationship.
event. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
Jones seconded the motion.
The next meeting of the White Stone Business Association begins at 6 p.m. December 13 in the town office.
In other business, council members Tina Davis, Randy Reeves, Jennifer Hodges and Hudson agreed to serve on the
safety and patrol committee along with Irving Brittingham.
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Decorate
the town
T

he Town of White Stone
will hold its annual
holiday decorating contest for
residences and businesses on
December 19.
The contest is open to all
residents and commercial
businesses within the town,
said councilman Randy
Reeves.
First-, second- and thirdplace winners will receive a
yard sign and prizes of $100,
$50 and $25.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:

‘Tis the Christmas season
The Rappahannock Record’s roving reporters
share photographs from their coverage of holidayrelated activities at RRecord.com.
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The Agenda

REOPENING

Local Government News

Corrotoman Plaza

IRVINGTON—The
town
council will address three proposed ordinances at 7:30 p.m.
tonight (December 9).
Council will review draft
ordinances for temporary burning bans and dog control to conform with county regulations.
Council also will consider an
ordinance addressing signs.

R

Mollusk, Va

Sat. Dec. 11 8am-5pm
Welcome back patrons!
Free pizza all day!

appahannock
ecord

USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
Kilmarnock,VA 22482-0400
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Boutique

Fabulous Finds for you and your home
Great gift ideas, stocking stuffers & more!

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

Many residents of the lower Northern Neck awoke Sunday morning to a light dusting of snow.
Snow covered this field and the roof of Karen and Fred Burke’s home in Weems at daybreak, but
by early morning it was gone. However, the cold weather remained and should be around until this
weekend when forecasters predict temperatures to reach the mid-50s. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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James Adams, according
to one source, would not hire
single individuals, insisting on
proper behavior while the barge
was on its rounds. He would
hire versatile teams, however—
people who could both act and
play in the orchestra.
The stage, auditorium, and
spotlights were powered by
generators outside the barge,
on the tugs.
The Donning Company
recently published a 25th anniversary edition of “Virginia’s
Northern Neck, A Pictorial
History,” which includes additional pages and an expanded
epilogue with photos covering the past quarter of a century, a new dust jacket, and an
updated text throughout its 232
pages. First published in 1984,
this is the book’s seventh printing. John C. Wilson lives in
Weems.
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SHERIFFS’
REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett last week
brought misdemeanor charges
against two individuals.
A Twin Branch Road man,
20, was charged December 1
with violation of probation.
A Stafford man, 43, was
charged December 3 with violation of probation.
The sheriff’s staff also conducted 35 traffic stops, issued
13 summonses, assisted two
motorists, reported four deer
strikes, responded to a request
for traffic control, investigated
four building alarms, made
four inmate transports, and
fielded four calls for animal
control service.

Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department last week
responded to an overboard vehicle at the end of River Road, a
propane gas leak in the 3300
block of Merry Point Road, a
traffic accident near Mary Ball
and River roads and assisted
the Richmond County Volunteer Fire Department with a
woods/brush fire on Lancaster
Creek Road.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a deer strike accident near
Weems and Irvington roads.
The White stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a kitchen fire on Southport
Lane.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins
last week brought charges against
four individuals.

Rep. Rob Wittman recently
was elected chairman of the
U.S. Naval Academy Board of
Visitors for 2011.
The duty of the board of visitors is to inquire into the state
of morale and discipline, the
curriculum, instruction, physical equipment, fiscal affairs,
academic methods, and other
matters relating to the academy which the board decides
to consider. The president, vice
president, speaker of the house,
Senate Armed Services Committee and House Committee
on Armed Services appoint Felonies
Jennifer S. Vanlandingham,
members.
30, of Lottsburg was charged
G O T T H E I T C H TO December 1 with six felony
counts of false pretense, six
PLACE AN AD?
counts of forgery and six counts
M a i l @ R Re c o r d . c o m
of uttering.
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Misdemeanors

A Vienna man, 47, was
charged December 3 with failing to appear in Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court.
A Reedville man, 30, was
charged December 3 with DUI.
A Callao man, 21, was charged
December 3 with DUI.
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SEA RESCUE
REPORT
Smith Point Sea Rescue
responded to a variety of calls
for assistance during November.
On November 7, a 40-foot
sailboat with one aboard transiting the area from New York
got his jib halyard fouled in
his prop and was towed to
Fairport Marina.
On November 14, a 20-foot
Whaler north of Smith Point
Light with a fuel problem was
towed to Shell Landing in
Reedville.
On November 22, a 32-foot
sailboat ran aground at marker
#8 in the Great Wicomico
River and was towed to deepwater.
On November 22, a 31-foot
center console experienced a
rough running engine and
was towed to Jennings Boatyard.
On December 4, a 42-boat
ran into a pound net. The
mission was aborted when the
owner called Towboat US.
Smith Point Sea Rescue can
be reached by calling on channel 16 or by calling 911.

Mon.-Sat. 10-5 • Sunday noon-5
thru Christmas

538 Rappahannock Drive • White Stone • 436.8505

Vaughan trial
is postponed
to January 13

Oogy wawas

by Audrey Thomasson
BALTIMORE—The scheduled December 9 trial of Donald
D. Vaughan in Baltimore, accused
of burglary, rape, assault and
attempted murder of a woman in
Canton in December 2009, has
been postponed to January 13,
2011, according to the Baltimore
City Circuit Court case records.
The results of DNA testing led
authorities there to also charge
Vaughan, 20, with the January 1,
2007, rape, assault and burglary
of another Baltimore woman.
Vaughan is wanted in Lancaster County for burglary,
assault and rape of victims in the
Chase Street area of Kilmarnock
in November and December
2009.
Vaughan
was
captured
December 21, 2009, by Baltimore police, and subsequently
confessed to the Chase Street
attacks to Lancaster sheriff’s
department investigators.
Extradition to Lancaster is
pending the disposition of the
Maryland cases.

Fall 2010 fire
season ends

Good Eats & Spirits
Quality American Food

Come watch the
Christmas Parade with us

Friday, December 10th
and enjoy 1/2 price
appetizers and many
other festive specials!
435-OOGY
238 N. Main Street
Kilmarnock

Why get typical home
insurance when you could
have it TAILORED?
Switch to Nationwide® now, and together
we’ll help build a policy that’s right for you.

CHARLOTTESVILLE—Several large fires spiked the amount
of burned forestland this season,
according to officials with the Virginia Department of Forestry.
From October 15 through
November 30, 2010, some 63
wildland fires burned 2,586 acres
of forestland in Virginia. Fiftyseven homes and 34 other structures were protected during fire
suppression efforts, according to
director of resource protection
John Miller. No homes were damaged during the fall fire season, but
three other structures were damaged.
Regular rainfall was typical of
the 2009 fall fire season, when the
Commonwealth experienced 25
fires that burned 638 acres.

Doug Wilt

John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock

(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477
Call me for a quote today

©2008-2010 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home
office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer non-Nationwide homeowners
insurance products only in FL.
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Featuring 10 Local Artisans and Vendors • Shop Crafts, Art, Jewelry and more!!
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Saturday, December 11 • 9am - 2pm
26 W. Church Street (next to Foxy)

Litwalton Lavender • Designer-inspired BEADS, Pashmina Scarves
Dance Studio of Kilmarnock • The Jewelry Box • Once Upon a Scrapbook
Discounted Butler Bags • Handcrafted jewelry and artwork
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duPont Fund elects chair, awards Trinity Episcopal $148,000
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—
Trustees of the Jessie Ball
duPont Fund recently elected
Thom Jeavons as chairman for
a second year and Mary Lynn
Huntley as vice chair for a
second year.

Jeavons, who has served as a
trustee since 2005, is executive
director of the Association for
Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Actions,
based in Indianapolis, said
funds president Sherry Magill.

Cora’s Back

Fruit Cakes now on sale at the Kilmarnock Antique Gallery and White Stone
Wine & Cheese.
Cinnamon Buns will be on sale every
week at Kilmarnock Antique Gallery.
804-462-6160

Happy Holidays

Huntley, who began serving
as a trustee in 2008, recently
retired as president of the
Southern Education Foundation in Atlanta, said Magill.
Northern Trust Bank NA,
which serves as the corporate co-trustee for the fund,
announced that its representative, Stephen A. Lynch III, will
retire at the end of the year.
Lynch has represented the corporate trustee since 1990, she
said.
Lynch will be succeeded by
David M. Llewellyn, senior
vice president for Northern
Trust N A. Llewellyn joined

Northern Trust in 1997 and is
the bank’s senior estate settlement officer in Florida, said
Magill.
The Jessie Ball duPont Fund
makes grants to more than 330
eligible organizations identified by Mrs. duPont in her will.
The fund has assets of more
than $265 million and has
awarded $291 million in grants
since 1977.
In November, the trustees
awarded $148,000 to Trinity
Episcopal Church in Lancaster
to support a partnership with
the Northern Neck Food Bank,
she said.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783

It’s not too
late for a
Christmas or Valentine gift!

Caribbean Cruise

Liberian Registry

February 14-26, 2011

We are 35!

Celebrity’s Mercury • From Baltimore
Motorcoach service is available from Kilmarnock.

Get away from the winter blues!
Stops at St. Thomas, St. Croix, St.
Kitts, Antiqua & St. Maartin

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

From left are the Rev.Torrence Harmon, Stan James, Norwood
McCarty and Albert Pollard.

THE DANDELION
Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

––– Irvington, Virginia –––
Monday thru Saturday • 10:00 to 5:00 • 438-5194
www.thedandelion.com

Celebration Announcement
Don’t Miss Out On This!!
Bring in the New Year in Style!
New Year’s Eve Gala
Semi-Formal - 21&Up
Friday, December 31, 2010
8:00 pm til 2:00 am

Boys and Girls Club
517 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
Dance All Night to
Continuous Live Band Music by

The Russell “Oneal” Carter Experience
Tickets $ 50.00 Per Person
Tables Reserved For 8
Includes Food, As Much As You Can Eat,
by Local Chefs; Cash Bar Available
Call 804.435.9696
To become a sponsor,
To purchase tickets
or for Information.

Congratulations to the winners of the
Family 4-Pack of tickets to
Disney on Ice Princess Classics!
Animal Welfare League
Vicki Dale, Powhatan

Country Cottage and Bonner Florist
Josh Sawyer, White Stone
KC’s Crabs and Cues
Danny Haynie, Reedville
Thai Pot
Bob Gallicchio, Kilmarnock
50 Eash Church
Melissa Welch, Middlesex
Your’s Truly Photography
Mary Ann Larssen, Locust Hill

judge, an undertaker, a couple of
lawyers, a Baptist preacher who
didn’t want anyone to know his
name and others over the years.
Perhaps they only played for
charity because, as Norwood
mused, the judge and some of
the others didn’t want to play in
roadhouses. Norwood ‘retired’
from playing in this band earlier, but by the year 2000, the
band had raised $1 million dollars for charitable causes.
“To play in those bands, one
has to have rhythm, an ability
to listen to others in the band.
The idea of having rhythm to
one’s life—in daily comings
and goings – in relation with
others—in coming together to
make a wonderful sound that
is greater than any one player.
That’s a lesson to learn from
our Unsung Hero today. Maybe
we—you and I—can take this
image and shape our lives to a
rhythm more in tune with the
life our Lord has in mind for us
and for the world around us.
“I know Norwood through
St. Mary’s Whitechapel and
the cemetery there. A resting place for so many families
from all over the county and
elsewhere. He knows where
everybody (literally) lies. He is
a sought-after guide for people
coming to look up their genealogical roots—to find a family
member. And with graves
dating back to the late 1600s
it’s a relative treasure trove.
Norwood’s been known to even
take folks to other cemeteries in
the area, on the trail of a long
lost relative. And, for more than
40 years, every Memorial Day
and Veterans Day, Norwood
McCarty has placed flags at the
headstones of deceased service
members buried at St.Mary’s
Whitechapel.
“Today, during this period
of Advent, it is a perfect time
to lift up someone whose day
to day living gives us clues on
how to live life – not just at one
special time of the year – but
every day, every year, all year
long.”

LIQUIDATION SALE

Time is Running out
(to Save Up To $500)

Wood Heat
Locally Grown
Renewable Energy
Any Questions?

We have the cure for winters common cold!

FIREPLACES

Add or Replace your old woodstove with any
one of our High Efficiency Woodstoves by
December 31 and receive a 30% Tax

Credit up to $1500.00

Woodstoves, Gas
Logs, Hot Tubs,
Patio Furniture

The

FIRE
&
O
I
T
PA
Place

804-445-0026
702 Church Ln
Tappahannock
Va.

www.burkesjewelers.com

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~

86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302.

LIQUIDATION SALE

LIQUIDATION SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE

A slowing economy has resulted in the disunion of partners of one of
the largest Oriental Rug Corporations in the DC metropolitan area.
A magnificent collection of Persian and Oriental rugs has been consigned to our company for liquidation preceding

65% to 75% OFF
Entire Inventory
Persian and Oriental Rugs
COME TO THE LIQUIDATION SALE, NAME YOUR PRICE
classifications: Tabriz, Nain, Kirman, silk and wool Kllim, Shiraz, Tribal Village and Ciry carpets to be auctioned.
FROM IRAN, PAKISTAN, INDIA, CHINA, TURKEY

Saturday Dec. 11 • 10 am-5pm

American Legion, Kilmarnock • 822 Waverly Ave. Rt. 609 Off Rt. 3
Everything must go regardless of price. All are handmade oriental rugs.
Thousands to choose from in all sizes 2x3 to 12x18 Runners from 2.6x to 50
We BUY and exchange old rugs! Terms: Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard,
Discover, American Express
For INFO CALL 301-656-2990
*In accordance with US government laws, each carpet is labeled with country of origin, fiber content
and certified genuine handmade.

LIQUIDATION SALE

LIQUIDATION SALE

LIQUIDATION SALE LIQUIDATION SALE LIQUIDATION SALE

Proceeds Benefit
The Boys & Girls Club
of the Northern Neck

T

rinity Episcopal Church
in Lancaster on November 28 presented its fifth annual
Unsung Hero Award to John
Norwood McCarty for his
years of selfless dedication to
the community.
The “Little Church with a
Big Heart” gives this award
and cash token to an individual
in the community who exhibits the true spirit of Christmas
every day by giving in ways
known and unknown.
An abbreviated version of
the Rev. Torrence Harmon’s
sermon follows:
“Let’s look today at a man
who has lived his life to a quiet
but steady rhythm. And take
note of it – the way he lives.
Because that has a message for
us in how we can live, each day
with calmness and integrity.
“That’s how I think of our
Unsung Hero today: calm, a
ready smile, a sense of living
close to the earth, a person of
integrity and humility, a wonderful sense of humor, a generosity of spirit, a caring nature.
Living that way, one is always
ready – for whenever the Savior
knocks on the door. We all can
take lessons from watching this
Unsung Hero, Norwood McCarty.
“Norwood McCarty is a
person who says he doesn’t
deserve this honor today – as
they all have. He’s an ‘Aw
shucks!’ kind of gentleman. But
then isn’t that what any unsung
hero says? These kind of folks
– these unsung heroes always
seem so surprised when they’re
tagged ‘it.’
“Someone simply called
Norwood ‘mighty special.’ And
that seems to sum it up.
“Many think of Norwood
as a musician—as a member
of various ‘big bands’ around
here—from Fredericksburg to
Lively. As a boy growing up in
Lively, he played the violin till
it got burned up in a fire. His
brother gave him a sax; Norwood took about three lessons
and the rest is history.
“Norwood talks about his
playing for many years with
several bands, even his own.
One, the Fredericksburg Big
Band was special. It only played
for charity events. The members
were an unusual assortment: a

LIQUIDATION SALE LIQUIDATION SALE LIQUIDATION SALE

Celebrate our anniversary with unique and
incredible specials EACH day for thirty five days!
From handbags to hats, jewelry to jeans, dresses
to shoes- visit our website and Facebook
or stop by the store to find out what exciting
special is in store for you!

Norwood McCarty receives
Trinity’s Unsung Hero Award

LIQUIDATION SALE
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The Agenda
Local Government News

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will meet
at 6:30 p.m. Monday, December
13, at Lancaster Middle School in
Kilmarnock.
The board will review personal and sick leave policies, and
will appoint two members to an
ad-hoc budget committee for the
extensive experience in the
2011-12 school year.
Boys & Girls Clubs and in
youth leadership and programming,” said BGCNN president
Ed Fuehrer. “We are so excited
to have him on board to grow
and expand this club.”
The club has more than 250
members and an average daily
attendance of 125 at its Kilmarnock location.
“The BGCNN presents
many challenges and opportunities to work with the children
and youth here, to develop
new programs, to enrich their
lives, and move the club to the
next level,” said Long.
“My first focus will be on
giving the children the best
opportunity to be all they can
be, and to be the best they can
be, whether that is through
new and better programming,
more mentors, improved
facilities, whatever it takes.
We have a great team in
place, and I am looking forward to working with them,”
said Long.
He moved to the Northern
Neck with his wife, Maria,
and his grandson, Daniel, 9, a
third-grader at Lancaster Primary School. Long also has
four grown children, one of
whom is executive director of
the Springfield, Mo., Boys &
Girls Club. All of his children
grew up in Boys & Girls Clubs From left, “Elfis” helps William and Collin Lyons into Santa’s
and three were state Youths of sleigh at the Heathsville Golden Village Christmas December 4
at Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern. Photo by Starke Jett
the Year.

Laila Waters chats with Larry Long.

Long named director
of Boys & Girls Club
KILMARNOCK—Lar r y
Long was named executive
director of the Boys & Girls
Club of the Northern Neck
(BGCNN), effective December 1.
Long, 62, grew up in the
Boys & Girls Club in Springfield, Mo., said publicity chairman Kathryn Vose. He joined
at age 8.
His mother had died and
his father was disabled, he
said. He noticed a young boy
in his neighborhood making a
bird house and asked where he
could make one as well.
“It looked like fun, and the
boy told me he was making
it at the Boys & Girls Club,”
said Long. “So I went to the
club the next day. I could not
afford to join, so I swept the
floors for a couple of days,
and they gave me a free membership.”
He’s been involved, passionately and happily, ever since,
said Vose.
Long served as executive
director, or chief professional
officer, in Waco, Texas, Prince
William County, Macon,
Ga., and Branson, Mo. Most
recently, he was executive
director of the Ozarks Family
YMCA in south central Missouri. He also previously led
Northwest Arkansas Head
Start and Youth Outreach of
the Ozarks, said Vose.
“Larry comes to us with

APPLIANCE & PROPANE

“We Service Everything We Sell”
Since 1939
Main & Augusta Streets, Kilmarnock

Merry Christmas
to all of our customers and
friends.

Dixie Deli
50 Irvington Rd. • Jo Jo’s Place • 435-6745

eatley
ustom
abinets
Since 1986

“Quality is our Business”
1281 Good Luck Rd.
Kilmarnock

435-2709

by the Morattico Waterfront Museum as best in show at the
annual Festival of the Trees at the Northern Neck Family
YMCA. The three-day fund-raising event at the Kilmarnock
YMCA opened December 3 with a tree lighting and taste of
the Northern Neck, which featured foods from over a dozen
local restaurants. Bidding on the trees and other donated
items continued through December 5. Proceeds benefit the
YMCA Guardian Program. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Santa visits Heathsville

HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR
View five homes in the historic village of Irvington

Saturday, December 18

12:00 to 5:00
$20

Tickets
438-6888
Available at the Steamboat Era Museum

Warm cider and cookies served
at the Steamboat Era Museum
An event to benefit the Steamboat Era Museum

Experience a
Kilmarnock
Tradition
32 years strong
A must-see event
It’s fun . . . . it’s free . . . .
and Santa will be there too!
Starts at Chesapeake Commons and travels down Main Street
to Irvington Road ending at Lancaster Middle School

CAN STANDA
I
R
R
ME

INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

ALL LINES OF
INSURANCE

ESTABLISHED
IN 1959

435-1677

KILMARNOCK

HOMETOWN LIGHTING
35 S. main St., Kilmarnock, VA
Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm
www.hometownlighting.com

Over 100 entries including 30 ﬂoats,
bands, horses, classic/antique cars and
all kinds of speciality groups.
Visit Santa after the parade at the ﬁrehouse where one lucky child
will win a $100 Walmart Shopping Spree!

KILMARNOCK’S
ND
32 ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS PARADE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10
7:00 P.M.

Sales & Installation

Crowds view trees

D

N BLETT

B
C
C

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Planning Commission on Tuesday, December
14, will begin discussions on the
town’s next five-year comprehensive plan. The commission
meets in the town office at 514
North Main Street.
Zoning administrator Marshall
Sebra asks citizens interested in
the future direction the town will
take to attend the meeting and
participate in the discussions.
At the meeting, citizens will be
invited to join a Comprehensive
Plan Citizen Advisory Board. It
will meet the third Wednesday
of each month beginning at 5:30
p.m. January 19.
“Their role will be to focus on
varying aspects of the comprehensive plan, have open discussions and make suggestions to
the planning commission,” said
Straughan Beane and Cindy Simpkins vote for a tree donated
Sebra.

A

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday,
December 13, at the school
office in Lottsburg.
Superintendent Clint Stables
will give an enrollment report
and a status report on the
2010-11 budget.
The board will consider two
special appropriations. The
first is a reimbursement of
$36,493.34 and the second is a
refund of $6,682.93.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE
THROUGHOUT 2010.
CELEBRATING OUR 25TH YEAR!

TH

No parking on Main Street after 6pm
Sponsored by
& Northern Neck Kiwanis

Kilmarnock • Irvington •Lively
Rappahannock Westminister-Canterbury

Kilmarnock • Virginia 								
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Governor
proclaims
December
as Christmas
Tree Month

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
Let the Sports Centre offer you the same professional
service that Dawson’s Ltd. did for over 30 years. The
Sports Centre now has a large inventory of quality tuxedos to serve the Northern Neck and Middle
Peninsula. The Sports Centre looks forward to making
you look your best. Our competitive prices and experienced staff will assure you the highest quality at
the best price.

G

ov. Robert F. McDonnell
recently honored a 168-yearold tradition when he proclaimed
December 2010 Christmas Tree
Month in the Commonwealth.
In 1842, a professor at the College of William and Mary named
Charles Minnegerode introduced the German custom of the
Christmas tree to Williamsburg,
decorating a tree with strings of
popcorn, gilded nuts and lighted
candles.
The decorations may have
changed, but for Virginians,
the tradition of choosing fresh,
locally grown Christmas trees has
become one of the most popular
of the holiday season. Virginia
Christmas trees are an essential
part of the seasonal celebration.
Selecting, harvesting and decorating real Virginia Grown Christmas trees bring families and
friends together to share the joy
and good will of the Christmas
season. The advantages don’t stop
there. When buyers choose real
Virginia Christmas trees, their
purchases benefit the grower, the
environment and the state’s economy as well as those who enjoy
the tree’s freshness, fragrance and
lasting beauty.
Real Virginia Christmas trees
contribute to a healthy environment by adding oxygen to the
air, providing wildlife habitat and
increasing soil stability. Virginia
Christmas trees are a renewable
resource and for every one harvested, two to three seedlings are
planted in its place.
The governor’s proclamation
noted that consumers can drive
an hour or less in any direction in
Virginia and find fresh Virginia
Grown Christmas trees to purchase. At farms and retail stands,
they can choose from a variety, including white and Scotch
pines, Norway and Colorado blue
spruce, and Douglas and Fraser
firs. Buying real Christmas trees
from Virginia growers helps them
maintain their agricultural operations and helps expand the overall
economy of the state.
For information about fresh
Virginia Grown Christmas trees,
the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
has published the 2010 Virginia
Grown Christmas Tree Guide,
available at virginiagrown.com,
by calling 804-786-3951, or by
sending a request to VDACS, P.O.
Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218.
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SPORTS
Holly Ball
Dec. 28

C E N T R E

Hours 9:00-5:30 Mon.-Fri. • 9:00-5:00 Sat.

804-435-1211

60 Main Street, Kilmarnock , VA

Town tree lights up Irvington
Warmed by hot apple cider, town officials and residents
gathered Friday night for the lighting of the Irvington town
Christmas tree. Students from Chesapeake Academy led the
crowd in singing Christmas carols. Mayor Ralph Ransone chose
two students to throw the switch and illuminate the tree and
street decorations. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Specialty Shops, Antiques & Treasures
Jean’s Bargain
Center

40%off
All Christmas
Items
Storewide*

Great Selection of Quality Name Brand
Consignment – including Coldwater
Creek, B Moss, Ann Taylor, Sag Harbor,
Gap, American Eagle & Much More.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat: 9-5

804-580-2850

*excludes Sale Merchandise

Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

Large Half Price Sale Area

Crying Shame

See our Magic Forest
Where Every Item is
Reduced to $1.00

Exceptional Home Accessories & Gifts

Scout Bags–25%off
Check us out on Facebook
for More Details
(804) 443-0070

Carrot Cottage
804-493-1320

103 Church Lane, Tappahannock, VA
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5

Courthouse Square, Montross, VA

BURGESS
HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
25 off Wreaths
(Excluding fresh)
Linens & Splatter Ware
%

Burgess, VA (804) 453-5900

STOREWIDE SALE THRU CHRISTMAS

10-30%

Daily Surprise Specials

Mon. – Fri. 10-5:30 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 12-5

5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

Making merry in White Stone
Karla Smith, 5, of Kilmarnock helps White Stone Business
Association elf Sandra Matthews hang balls on the White
Stone Christmas tree. Merchants, town officials and residents
celebrated December 1 with an open house and tree lighting
ceremony. Santa arrived by train. Carolers, raffles and hot
chocolate added to the merriment. Christmas balls bearing
the name of the purchaser will be on sale for $5 through
December 15 at participating merchants. Sale proceeds will
go to a needy local family. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

gift idea?
Rappahannock
Record Online
fast. available. easy
804.435.1701 ex 19

OFF

Always a Sale

HOURS: TUES, WED,

FRI. & SAT 10-5 PM

Essex Antiques & Collectibles
1657 Tappahannock Blvd. • Tappahannock, VA

804-443-0335
Sale Items Throughout Store
A Multi-Dealer Mall located in Essex Square Shopping Center
between Med-Air Homecare & Essex Cinemas

443 Main Street

Come browse our store for furniture,
glassware, jewelry, coins, trains and lots more!

Hours: Mon.-Sat 10-6, Sunday 11-5

Fireflies Studios & Antiques
Christmas Open House
Saturday & Sunday, December 11th & 12th

Pottery
Jewelry
Shea Butter Soup
Custom Tea Blends

Oyster Plates
Bird Cage Bird Feeders
Yard Sculptures
Embellished Mirrors

One mile east of Burgess - Rt. 360
804-580-1711

Hospital spreads good cheer

Antiques & Collectibles
HOLIDAY SALE
20% off Storewide
Warsaw • 804-313-1876

To place your ad in
Shop Locally
Call Marilyn
804-435-1701
Ext. 11

Loyalty
Banking®
Rewards

Guests gathered at dusk December 1 on the lawn at
Rappahannock General Hospital where the hospital’s auxiliary
lit the Tree of Lights. The tradition of purchasing lights in
memory or honor of loved ones, extends 15 years at RGH.

Is it so wrong to love a bank?
When was the last time your bank made you happy? If you can’t
remember, maybe you should look into Loyalty Banking at Union.
Who wouldn’t love a bank that pays you back just for being loyal?
With Union’s Loyalty Banking, you earn points based on the balance in
your Loyalty Checking and savings including money market, CDs and
IRAs. Plus you’ll really add up the points with Union debit and credit card
purchases. Then you can redeem your points for gift cards, merchandise
and travel. Visit one of our branches to find out how easy it is to fall in love
with Loyalty Banking.

Holiday punch and cookies waited for guests as the Lancaster
High School Jazz Band played carols. The RGH singers also
entertained the guests. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

1-800-990-4828 n bankatunion.com

Rapp Record Crawley bw LB.indd 1

Earn Reward Points On:
Checking & Savings
Debit Card Use
Credit Card Use
Money Market Balance
CDs & IRAs
Kimberly Crawley makes banking
rewarding at the Kilmarnock
Branch, 804-435-2681

Member
FDIC

11/30/10 2:25:20 PM
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CommunityForum

Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

A simple solution
to unemployment

by Robert Mason Jr.
Decorating a tree is a tradition shared by many families
during the Christmas season.
For some the task of finding
a tree means a family outing to
the woods, a charity tree lot, or
the grocery store parking lot.
For others, it’s a matter of
retrieving a box from the attic
and assembling the artificial
limbs.
Either way, this year will
mark the 500th anniversary of
decorating a tree.
The National Christmas Tree
Association (NCTA) has officially recognized the year 1510
as the first recorded instance of
a decorated real Christmas tree,
a tradition born in the city of
Riga, Latvia.
According to NCTA, the first
Christmas tree was placed in
the public marketplace and decorated by the men of the Order
of the Blackheads, a long-time
merchants’ guild. The men
wore black hats and after the
ceremony, they burned the tree.
Legend has it the first tree was
decorated with paper flowers.
Notice here, this was a man
thing. If decorating Christmas
trees were still left to men only,
just think of the headaches it
would save.
Some of the deepest disagreements from my first marriage stemmed from tree decorating sessions.
To this day, I have reservations about putting a tree up in
my own home.
Conversely, I’ve put trees
up in December and left them
up through July, changing the
decorations with the season.
This year, however, I look
forward to stringing the lights
and hanging an ornament or
two on mom’s tree.
For the record, the best side
of a real tree is whichever side
is not facing the corner when
it first goes up. Just remember,
it’s a product of nature, by it’s
very existence, it is not perfect.
No matter how many times
you turn it, you will find imperfections.
You want a perfectly shaped
tree, go buy one in a box.
So what if it’s got a bare spot
here or there, you’re going to
cover the thing with lights and
ornaments and garland and
icicles.
The tradition of the first
Christmas tree is sometimes
credited to Martin Luther.
However, historians believe
Martin Luther’s tree was decorated in northern Germany a
few decades after the one in
Latvia, says NCTA.
The term Christmas tree first
appeared in Strassburg, Alsace,
in 1604, although Christian
families incorporated the trees
into their celebration of the
birth of Christ much earlier,
says NCTA. Paper roses that
adorned many trees in the
1500s are said to represent the
Virgin Mary.
The evergreen tree itself is
said to symbolize Christ, life,
nature and the Holy Trinity.
Leave the yule log to the
pagans.

These mallards, including what appears to be an albino duck, were spotted recently at the
Tartan Golf Course.

Photo by Len Brand
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.
Do you hear us now?

On Tuesday, December 14, the State Corporation Commission (SCC) in Richmond
will hold a hearing in response to complaints
received about Verizon’s service. The SCC has
received 3,601 complaints about Verizon’s service during the first 10 months of this year and
the SCC wants to know why.
A sampling of complaints about Verizon’s
service have come through this office over the
years:
Example 1: For several weeks a constituent did not have phone service. After many
attempts to get a damaged junction box
replaced, the constituent finally called my
office in frustration to complain about the lack
of response from Verizon. Sadly, it took my
aide contacting Verizon’s lobbyist representative and he had the matter resolved within a
week.
Example 2: After having lived with a staticfilled line for decades, a Lancaster resident
read a column I had written about Verizon
issues. He called my office to express his
appreciation for voicing his same concerns
and told us his story. Again, we called the Verizon lobbyist and forwarded the man’s name
and address to have a technician take a look.
Come to find out, the guy didn’t even have a
junction box on his house. Verizon connected
the box, configured his wiring properly, and
shortly thereafter the man had a clear line.
Example 3: Northumberland County lacks
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basic features such as voicemail. This prompted
me to submit a bill in 2009 to require that a utility’s pricing be reflected in the services offered.
Sadly, that same year Verizon was advocating a
bill that claimed there was “sufficient competition” throughout Virginia to remove certain
restrictions and regulations from Verizon’s
mandate. “Sufficient competition” apparently
means a tin can and piece of string.
We all acknowledge the proper way to fix
these problems is not by having the Verizon
lobbyist acting as an interim service technician
egged on by my office. Rather, Verizon should
resolve these issues directly when the customer
first contacts them.
To date, there have been no less than 49 documents filed on this SCC case. But the “service quality control” by the SCC is complaint
driven. It is never too late to file a complaint
or comment on Verizon’s service to SCC’s
Division of Communication at P.O. Box 1197,
Richmond, VA 23218, or call 1-800-552-7945.
The hearing is open to the public.
To review this and other cases before the
SCC, visit the docket.scc.virginia.gov/vaprod/
main.asp. You can search by case number, participant name, or search the calendar schedule
for cases.
This case is PUC-2010-00064, Verizon Virginia Inc. and Verizon South Inc. and State Corporation Commission Ex Parte: In the Matter
of Investigating the Service Quality of Verizon
Virginia Inc. and Verizon South Inc.

With so many manufacturing jobs “going offshore,” and
so many jobs, including manual
labor, going to people who are
not citizens of this country entering this country illegally and
taking those seasonal jobs, is it
any wonder that the jobless rate is
so high?
It’s because so many jobs here
have been “out-sourced.”
When NAFTA was initiated,
we as consumers were told it
would reduce manufacturing
costs and result ultimately in
reduced cost to the consumer.We
also were told that “off-shoring”
other services would achieve the
same result. Who could argue
with that?
Cost of manufacturing goods
and expense of providing services to customers would be less
expensive, thus the “providers”
would charge less for these goods
and services. Seems like a netzero, doesn’t it?
However, the devastating
results of the manufacturing jobs
lost, the closing of manufacturing
sites, the disruption to families as
the principle breadwinner went
on the dole, collecting unemployment were not given even cursory
consideration.
Unemployment benefits have
been in place for over two years,
yet no jobs have been developed
within the private sector to replace
those lost to “out-sourcing.”
One solution seems so obvious
that it’s surprising it hasn’t been
initiated. Open the factories and
manufacturing sites, modernize
them and begin manufacturing
goods which can proudly display
the “Made in America” label.
Raise import taxes substantially
to discourage foreign countries
from dumping cheap goods on
the American consumer. Uphold
the existing laws regarding immigration, non-citizen enrollment
in public schools, overhaul medical care, free lunch programs, and
other social services programs,
restricting them to citizens only.
These services could be available
to non-citizens, but on a cost-plus
basis, and only with proper identification.
Implementing these three steps
would go a long way toward providing meaningful employment

to those who are and have been
jobless for an extended period of
time.
As a fourth step in providing jobs in the private sector, we
should, as a national policy, secure
our borders, reduce or eliminate
undocumented foreigners streaming into this country illegally, and
establish that the immigration
policies of this country would
mirror those of other countries.
Thus if a citizen of France, for
example, wanted to immigrate to
the U.S. for any reason, our policies regarding that person’s status
would be the same as would be
applied to a U.S. citizen applying
for immigration to France.
By bringing the out-sourced
jobs back within the geographic
boundaries of the U.S., those
jobs would be available to those
currently unemployed and those
legally documented immigrants
holding valid work permits.

Spike Nunn,
Kilmarnock

Fund the roof
Your welcome extensive coverage of the concerns surrounding the needed new roof on the
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire
Department building needs a
couple of additional items laid
before our community.
The Town of Kilmarnock
has an estimated $6 million in
reserve funds and it seems could
easily part with the $40,000
needed for this new roof.
In almost 80 years since the
formation of the local volunteer fire department in 1932,
the total contribution by the
town government for keeping
such an organization in operation does not exceed $10,000.
Experienced insurance sales
people estimate that if there
was no fire department as we
have, there would be at least a
20 percent increase in our fire
insurance premiums on our
homes.
If anyone doubts the quality
of our fire department, go take
a look at the trophies in the
fire hall our men and women
firefighters have won over the
years.
For the good of the town
and all who live here, fund the
roof.

Ward LeHardy,
Kilmarnock

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the December 9, 1910, issue of of friends and relatives assembled at the home of
C.P. Dodson, the occasion being the 66th anniverthe Virginia Citizen)
sary of his birth. All present report having spent a
Letters To Santa Claus
Dear Santa, I would like to have a pop gun, some pleasant evening.
Misses Essie Stevens and Nettie Saunders spent
candy, peanuts, nuts, cakes, oranges, and a pair of
Saturday and Sunday with Mrs. Annie Saunders,
gloves. Your little boy,
at Yankee Point.
George Hammonds
Miss Mamie Clark is spending this week at the
Irvington, Va.
Dear Santa, Please send me a doll baby, a pair of home of H. H. Dodson.
gloves, nuts and other goodies that you can afford Lancaster Courthouse
to send me. I will be a good little girl until Xmas.
Mrs. M. C. Oldham has returned from a visit
Your little girl,
of several weeks with her aunt at Wide Water,
Lula Roane Hammonds
Stafford County, Va. She was accompanied there
Byrdton, Va.
by Miss Helen Oldham of Emmerton.
Dear Santa, I want a gold locket, a book of fairy
Mrs. Snead and daughter, Miss Lucy, of Flutales and all goodies. From your little girl,
vanna County, are spending the winter with Mrs.
Lois F. Potter
Snead’s daughter, Mrs. Harvey Gresham.
Byrdton, Va.
The school is daily increasing. A wagon started
Dear Santa, I want you to bring me an air rifle, last week from Rehoboth Church.
cap, a pound of shot, a pair of boots, some candy,
The young people very much enjoyed a dance
peanuts, cakes, nuts and firecrackers.
here on Friday evening, gaily tripping the light
Malcolm Lee Hammonds
fantastic till the wee sma’ hours of the morn.
Irvington, Va.
Herbert P. Hall, county surveyor, is at Irvington
on
survey work.
Myers Creek
On Thursday night of last week a large number

Millenbeck

Miss Alice Blakemore, of Senora, was the guest
of Mrs. Jno. C. Towles, at Towles Point last week.
Mrs. A. W. Cooper, of Baltimore, spent several
days the past week at her summer home at Towles
Point.
W. C. Towles has opened up his oyster house at
Bertrand.
Graham Stoneham, of Mollusk, boarded steamer
here on Tuesday of this week for Baltimore, where
he is attending one of the medical colleges.
Miss F. E. Towles, of Bertrand, was visiting relatives in Baltimore last week.
Miss Etta V. Schools, of Saluda, is the guest of
her sister here this week.
Ottoman

C. L. Shackelford has raised his house a half
story, which adds much to its appearance as well
as convenience.
Most of our farmers are killing hogs and some
fine meat is being provided, which heretofore our
citizens have paid dearly for.
Corn harvesting is pretty well over and the reports
are more favorable than for several years back.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

R

ecently I came across a 1950s version of
the guidebook for Colonial Williamsburg.
Perusing its pages I thought of the changes in
historic preservation that have come to light
over the last half-century, and particularly how
different the presentation of the historic district
is now from the days when my parents frequently took me there as a child.
In the first place, in those days one approached
the colonial city through farmland, an avenue,
although paved, not dissimilar from that which
Thomas Jefferson or James Monroe might have
traveled on their journeys there to matriculate
at The College of William and Mary. Today the
only way possible to see that vista is to enter the
city via the Colonial Parkway from Yorktown,
otherwise, the visitor sees nothing but urban
sprawl.
Perhaps most symptomatic of the change is
the closed pottery on Richmond Road, a place
where people of my generation can remember
standing by watching actual potters turning
their wheels producing vessels the old fashioned way. In the process they would pause to
tell the observers how they were doing their
work in the same manner that their colonial
forebears did.
To most Americans of the 21st century, mentioning Williamsburg connotes a shopping spree

at one of the largest outlet malls in America, or could be seen at the George Wythe House. There,
a visit to Busch Gardens with its artificial “old in the home of the great professor of law who
country” exhibits. The tourist sees the city from signed the Declaration of Independence, one
a vastly altered perspective from what we did came to encounter pieces of personal laundry
those many decades ago.
strewn on the floor of one of the upstairs bedThe critical change occurred on May 11, rooms. Tour guides explained that research had
1960, when the great benefound that Mrs. Wythe
factor, John D. Rockefeller
took in students from
Jr., died at the age of 86 The new group in charge
The College of William
while visiting in Tucson, decided that Colonial Wiland Mary, and as everyAriz. In the subsequent
one knows, college studivision of his philanthropic liamsburg had to be more
dents keep messy dorm
empire, his son Winthrop,
rooms, thus the phony
later Governor of Arkansas, self-supporting, as the Rock- detritus in her lodgers’
assumed command of the
quarters. I thought the
Williamsburg aspects of his efeller largesse could not go
presentation reflected
father’s charities.
negatively on Mrs.
on forever.
The new group in charge
Wythe’s enforcement
decided that Colonial Wilof the assumed rules for
liamsburg had to be more self-supporting, as lodging with her.
the Rockefeller largesse could not go on forever.
With the advent of Winthrop Rockefeller’s
Up until those years, the bus service through the regime also came the purchase of “Cartcolonial area was free for anyone who wished ers Grove,” one of the grandest of the James
to see the sites. The latter appeared in spotless River plantations, and the installation of a road
condition, each house looking as it would have from the colonial area of the city camouflaged
when important guests were expected. Part of through the new Busch Gardens to the mansion
the change of direction was the transfer to a itself. On that drive, at only one spot did the
more everyday presentation.
tourist see a glimpse of the Loch Ness Monster
The most glaring instance of this new attitude roller coaster.

Today “Carters Grove” is closed and on the
market, and the attractive ride there is no more.
With the recession have come other cost-cutting measures whereby certain of the houses are
open only on selected days. Budget balancing is
the same for philanthropic organizations as it is
for government or business.
The new age at Virginia’s colonial capital
is also evident in the closures of some of the
restored or reconstructed restaurants in the historic settings, as well as the less grand menus
which might indicate a greater level of historic
purity, but are not as appetizing. I cannot judge
if the authenticity bent has produced a more
realistic “carte,” but I have found the results to
be less tasty.
Williamsburg remains an inspiring and awesome (a word I normally eschew using) place to
visit. My comments are not intended to be pejorative, but to cast a wistful glance back to those
days when a visit seemed to be more realistic
and wholesome. The setting is magnificent and
the ambience of the restoration is nearly overwhelming. One simply has to ignore much of
what has happened over the last 40 years as the
historic city looms in the distance, knowing that
the effort to get there is well worth the reward
of experiencing John D. Rockefeller Jr.’s generosity to the Commonwealth and the Nation.
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YOUR LETTERS
McDonnell’s
shell game
Gov. McDonnell intends
to privatize Virginia’s mental
health care system, arguing it
will save money. Privatization
of mental health care, however,
will cost Virginians millions of
dollars more than if it were left
in the hands of a state organization.
While many private health
care providers are decent and
highly motivated, the governor
nevertheless appears willing to
open the door to special interest groups whose goals are selfenrichment, not better health
care. The governor is poised to
guarantee private companies a
profit (as much as 10 percent)
for running mental health care.
McDonnell’s proposal will
make individuals rich on the
problems, sufferings and illnesses of others.
His privatization plans break
promises made after the shooting at Virginia Tech. Following
the Tech tragedy, Richmond
promised more money for
mental health services.
The state did allocate money
for mental health and indicated
that it would be a high priority. However, the state then cut
the mental health budget by 15
percent, and the following year
by another 15 percent. Virginia
now spends less on mental
health than it did before the
Tech shootings.
McDonnell was attorney
general when the promises
were made. He did not object�
his silence was tantamount to
concurrence.
The governor’s policy is
based on the fallacy that privatizing will make the system
more efficient. It is not logical
to assume that paying private
firms less money for decentralized mental health care will
result in better treatment and
reduced costs.
If mental health care is
turned over to private companies, the state will need an
office to guarantee the quality
of privately run patient care.
That office will cost money.
Privatization includes decentralization of mental health
care. Decentralization will
mean a loss of economy of
scale. Some individuals should
be in larger institutions where
they can get better care; they
need to be away from the rest
of society.
McDonnell’s decentralized
mental health system would
do away with these larger institutions. Well meaning, but
unqualified people working
for less money will be hired.
The quality of care will suffer.
People will not be cured, nor
will they be turned into individuals who can function in
society.
People will not get the care
they need; some will be turned
away or turned out. Many or
most will turn to crime, and
when arrested the electorate
will have to spend more money
on jails. Meanwhile, private
providers will get richer and
richer.
Gov. McDonnell is a graduate of a Christian school priding itself on teaching family
and Christian values. The governor is quick to point out how
much he respects and promotes
those values.
Unfortunately, his policies
are the exact opposite of his
words. Privatization of mental
health care will mean families
will suffer; families that are
in no position to defend themselves.
Tax dollars will go to guarantee profits to contributors to
the governor’s political campaigns, not to help vulnerable
people, many in desperate need
of help.
The governor can find money
to repair roads, but not human
beings.

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Nation of ills
What has happened to America?
We thought we had gotten rid
of communism and socialism,
but it turns out it was renamed
and now those threats are labeled
“progressive.”
If a citizen lies to Congress,
it’s a felony, but when Congress
lies to its citizens, it’s “politics.”
If a white person dislikes a
person of another race, the white
person is labeled a “racist,” but
if a person of another race dislikes a white person, it’s his/her
First Amendment right.
While our government spends
millions rehabilitating criminals, they do almost nothing for
the criminals’ victims.

It’s all right to teach homosexuality in our schools, but God
cannot be mentioned.
Unborn children can be legally
killed by abortion, but it’s wrong
to execute a mass murderer
because he, like all criminals in
the U.S., is no longer considered
bad—he’s sick!
America is unable to protect
its border with Mexico, but has
no problem protecting Korea’s
38th parallel.
Should a citizen protest
Obama’s policies, he is branded
a “terrorist,” but if that same citizen burns an American flag, it’s
his First Amendment right.
Pornography is allowed on
the Internet and on television,
but a nativity scene cannot be
placed in a public park during
the Christmas season!
Human fetuses can be used for
medical research, but it’s wrong
to use animals.
We take money from those
who work for it and give it to
those who either don’t want to
work or won’t.
At the moment, we still have
freedom of speech but only if
what we say is politically correct.
Ritalin, Playstations, and
video games have become surrogate parents.
And the Land of Opportunity
has become the Land of HandOuts.
When America faces a major
crises today, the government
appoints a committee or a commission to determine who’s at
fault, threatens them, passes a
law, raises taxes, and tells the
citizens the problem is solved
so the politicians can get back
to their important work—fundraising and re-election campaigns!
It’s not the America in which
I was reared and I wonder what
has happened to the Land of
the Free and the Home of the
Brave?
Do you care?
I certainly do!

Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Kilmarnock

Missing receipts
may cut
contributions
I have noted with interest that
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire
Department is short of funds
and seeking contributions from
the community.
I have always considered
contributions to volunteer
organizations such as this particularly worthwhile, especially
as in this case it is a matter of
enlightened self interest, and
have acted accordingly.
However, I gained the impression that the KVFD is not
interested as it didn’t bother to
send back a tax receipt. Doubtless others have got the same
impression, and hence KVFD’s
cash shortage.

Michael Buckley-Sharp,
Weems

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Help wanted

give us an honest day’s work.
There are fewer excuses in all
If there ever was a case to cease of our jails than can be found in
the devastating crash course of our Congress and the White House.
Garrett L. Howard,
nation and concentrate on securHeathsville
ing our own borders and tending
to our own economic affairs and
well being, our political leaders A live ‘Hallmark’
have made it.
Christmas special
Ten percent unemployment (17
percent if the underemployed are
Saturday night at Corrottoincluded); the head of a fraudu- man Baptist Church in Ottoman
lent Afghanistan government was the scene of a true “from
walking around with $50 million the heart” Christmas special
in U.S. taxpayer dollars as pocket as family, friends, musicians
change; one-sided job-eroding and attendees gathered to show
trade agreements; pervasive Christian love and support for
cost-generating job-killing gov- Vickie Savalina in her couraernment regulations; trillions of geous battle with cancer.
dollars in deficits; a health care
The church pews were full
program that deprives many long before the time for the
Americans of their already paid musical to begin. Chairs were
for level of benefits while forc- put up in the aisles and soon
ing coverage on those who can’t filled. People entered side doors
afford it or don’t want it; Mexican and soon filled the choir loft and
drug cartels importing poison and the back hallways.
threatening to spread violence in
As the musicians and singour border states; a collapsing ers, Connie Kennedy and Sherry
Social Security system that will Vanlandingham, Hartswell Bapleave our children without cover- tist Church Choir, Katie Cromer
age and paying for illegal aliens and Denise Burgess, Warner
and welfare recipients; the largest Reynolds, The Lewis Sisters
unproductive government work and Friends, Herbert “Big Boy”
force in our history; entitlement Blake, Corliss Brent, Cres
programs bursting well beyond and Lynn Saunders and Terry
the affordability and sustain- Haydon, Christy Snyder, Tommy
ability of this country; the espio- Thompson and Faith Kemp and
nage and sabotage of our State Joel Lewis, all rendered “standDepartment classified documents ing ovation” performances.
by an unwanted weasel; an inexVickie sat center aisle in her
perienced genius, community wheelchair with her husband,
activist organizer as President V.J., and her daughter, Kodi, by
who blunders from one mistake her side.
to another; a former Majority
God-given talent “at it’s finest”
Whip who whipped himself into was used to praise our Lord and
being a convicted felon; the head to thank him for his love, his
of the House of Representatives mercy and his blessings.
Finance Committee who after 50
Following the musical, the
years of service cries for forgive- Corrottoman Baptist Church
ness for not properly disclosing social committee provided everypersonal finances and taxes; a one a wonderful soup, sandwich,
self-aggrandizing Congress that beverage and dessert buffet.
acts like our finances and taxes
God bless the fantastic perare a political football; a continu- formers, those who provided the
ing war in Afghanistan that under meal, and all those who gave to
our current political leadership support Vickie and her family in
has no likelihood of a successful their great time of need.
Esther Stevens,
conclusion; and the hits just keep
Lancaster
coming.
It seems as though being a
political leader in the U.S. requires
at least the potential for getting a
criminal record.
The U.S. cannot sustain itself
under this quality of leadership.
The interests of the people of the
U.S. are not being represented.
The Bush’s, Pelosi’s, Delay’s,
Reid’s, Obama’s, Gingrich’s,
Cheney’s, Clinton’s, Boehner’s,
Reagan’s interests have all been
secured.
We and our ancestors have
made the U.S. great, not this
bunch of scalawags. We are the
workers, thinkers, doers, and
boots on the ground.
We don’t need a French Revolution to serve our interests. We
need only to use our Constitutional rights and throw the current
political riffraff and criminals out
of office regardless of party affiliations. We need only to search
for leaders with some moral fiber,
and reasonable abilities who will

Notice
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons
Parking Lots Will Be Closed
Friday, Dec. 10 at 6:45pm
No Entrance\Exit To Main Street Until 8:00pm
For Christmas Parade

T

wo days before Thanksgiving, I returned from a
Congressional delegation factfinding trip to Afghanistan.
It was a quick two-day visit,
stopping in Kabul, Regional
Command - East, and Helmand Province in southern
Afghanistan
for meetings
with U.S. Ambassador Eikenberry, American military personnel, and Afghan national
and local officials. Discussions centered around a range
of issues including the recent
elections, the status of the
Afghan National Security
Forces, and the overall security and political pictures in
Afghanistan.
In Kabul and at Camp
Leatherneck in the Helmand
Province, I especially enjoyed
having lunch with numerous
Virginians serving in Afghanistan.
There is still much progress to be made in Afghanistan in the government and
with its security forces, but
it is evident we are making
progress. It is invaluable to
have the opportunity to travel
there to visit with our troops,
commanders, and Afghans,
especially as a member of the
House Armed Services Committee which oversees and
debates many defense policies. This trip gave true perspective to the conditions on
the ground and will help us

better understand how we can
best support the efforts of our
men and women as they serve
overseas in combat situations
and as they work to transition
security responsibilities to
Afghan security forces. For
more details about the trip,
visit wittman.house.gov.
Back in D.C., House leaders
brought legislation to the floor
for a vote December 2, that
failed to extend all tax cuts that
will expire at the end of the
year. I don’t think it gets any
simpler than this, higher taxes
will not get anyone hired. We
must be doing everything in
our power to create an atmosphere of growth for our economy, and the legislation voted
on this week failed to do that.
The most recent report
released December 3, showed
unemployment continues to
hover around 10 percent with
a 0.2 percent increase over the
previous month. We cannot
afford to raise taxes on hardworking Americans. I believe
that hard-earned taxpayer dollars should remain with families and businesses, rather than
being sent to Washington.
However, the debate on
these tax cuts is not over, and
I look forward to supporting a bill that extends the tax
cuts for every American, to
encourage economic growth
across Virginia and across this
country.

Your Right Hand
Concierge Service & Home Management
Handling your chores so you can
get back to enjoying life again.
Call or e-mail us for more information

info@yourrighthandva.com

577.3166

More
support.

Less
worry.

TOWN OF KILMARNOCK
Town of Kilmarnock
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2011
It’s Your Town… Your Plan…
The Town of Kilmarnock is beginning the
process of updating its Comprehensive Plan. As a
resident, business owner, or person of interest, you
have a right and an obligation to be part of planning
Kilmarnock’s future. This is your Community.
A Comprehensive Plan is a very important
community planning tool. It is the blueprint of our
community development and identifies the goals,
objectives, guidelines, policies, standards and
devices for the immediate and long range protection,
enhancement, and growth of our community.
If you would like to participate in the
comprehensive plan update process, you are
encouraged to do so by joining the Comprehensive
Plan Citizen Advisory Board, attend upcoming
Planning Commission meetings and public input
sessions, and sending in written comments. A
Citizen Advisory Board is being formed to meet the
third Wednesday of the month beginning January
19, 2011 at 5:30pm. Their role will be to focus on
varying aspects of the comprehensive plan, have
open discussions, and make suggestions to the
Planning Commission. The Planning Commission
will hold public input sessions the second Thursday
of the month at 7pm. All meetings will be held at the
Kilmarnock Town Hall, 514 N. Main St.
For more information, visit the town’s website
www.kilmarnockva.com/comprehensive-plan/
or contact the town at (804) 435-1552 ext.32.

We know that caring for an aging family member
can be overwhelming. Our family is here to help make life easier
for you, while providing outstanding care for your loved one.
We provide 24-hour staffing, medication assistance,
three daily meals, Housekeeping/laundry services,
scheduled transportation and personal care.
All this adds up to a longer, healthier retirement for your family
member, and more time for you to enjoy with them.
Call now for our $99 respite special!

Magnolia Manor Assisted Living

(804) 313-2500
20 Delfae Drive (on Richmond Hwy), Warsaw
$99/day respite rate good for a maximum of four weeks. Expires 12/31/10.

orchardliving.org
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Oﬃcers are
willing to answer
questions about
today’s military
Would you like to know more
about today’s military life and
policies?
Led by Major William Christopher of Williamsburg and Lancaster, a group of armed forces
representatives studying at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, has
agreed to answer your questions.
Christopher is an Army Artillery Officer currently attending intermediate level education at Fort Leavenworth.
From left, musicians Bill and Pam Gurley performed a The 10-month-long school is
Christmas program for a full house at the Northumberland akin to graduate school and
Historical Society in Heathsville December 5. Photo by Starke helps prepare military officers
for the transition from ComJett
pany Grade Officers to Field
Grade Officers.
The officers are in the Army,
Air Force and Navy, and look
forward to sharing the story of
the armed services by answerany questions you may have.
To a wonderful husband & ing
The questions and answers will
be printed in the Record as
father! We love you,
space permits and others will be
Mary Ann
included on our website.
Please send your questions
Keith & Cheryl
today to editor@RRecord.com
and they will be forwarded to the
Frank & Anitra
class at Fort Leavenworth.

Yuletide pickin’

Kilmarnock•Virginia

Santa’s
green
thumbs
For more than 30
years, Reedville
ladies with the
Chesapeake Bay
Garden Club
have raised some
$4,000 annually
making and selling
Christmas wreaths
and miniature
trees, according to
ways and means
committee co-chair
Joan Clements.This
year 68 members
gathered at Festival
Halle on December
2 to assemble 179
wreaths and 42 trees
for clients.
Photo by Starke Jett

Happy 70th Sonny!!

It’s so Nifty to be Fifty
on December 7th
and

Sixty on
December 15th
Happy Birthday!
We Love You,
Your Family

Cyndy’s Bynn
of course

Latest Fashions • Decorative Home Accessories • Elegant and Fun Gifts
Virginia St., Urbanna

•

(804) 758-3756 www.cyndysbynn.com

joins Christmas Friends

by donating 10% of all sales
Friday & Saturday, December 10th – 11th
Store Hours: Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Find Yourself

This Holiday Season.
When you Find Yourself at City Center at Oyster Point this holiday season, you’ll wonder why you
ever fought traffic or shopped in impersonal, big-box stores. Our retailers know what it means to take
care of their customers. And where else can you enjoy one of the most beautiful fountains anywhere?

AmY’S DANcE STuDIo

colDwATER cREEK

lAND oF lAPIS

RED STAR TAvERN

ANN TAYloR loFT

DIAmoND owl

THE luNcH BEll

RIcHEY & comPANY SHoES

ANImARE SAloN &
SPA - AvEDA

FIRKIN & FRIGATE PuB

mAGGIE moo’S
IcE cREAm & TREATERY

RocKEFEllER’S RESTAuRANT

FouNTAIN PlAzA cAFé

SAlSA’S mExIcAN
RESTAuRANT

ARomAS SPEcIAlTY coFFEE
cAFé AND BAKE SHoP

HAuSER’S JEwElERS

mARRIoTT HoTEl AND
coNFERENcE cENTER

BANANA REPuBlIc

HAYASHI SuSHI & GRIll

NAYA SPA SANcTuARY

SuNGlASS HuT

Bö ESSENTIAlS

HI-Ho SIlvER

oNElIFE FITNESS

TAlBoTS

BRooKSToNE

JAmESTowN PIE comPANY

oYSTER PoINT louNGE

TAlBoTS PETITES

BuBBlES SAloN

J. JIll

THE molE HolE

TASTE uNlImITED

cITY cENTER cAFE

JoS. A. BANK cloTHIERS

THE PERFEcT SETTING

TEN THouSAND vIllAGES

GREAT wRAPS

www.citycenteratoysterpoint.com

SISTERS uNIquE

Newport News • I-64 Exit 258A | FREE PARKING

