
Thanksgiving kicks off a holiday season when food and family are the 
foundations for celebration. But for many families struggling in a dif-
ficult economy, Thanksgiving underscores a personal battle to put food 

on the table every single day of the year. 
“Hunger is 365,” said Lance Barton, director of the new Northern Neck 

Food Bank Warehouse in White Stone. “It’s a year-long issue, not just a holi-
day issue. And it’s our duty to keep it on people’s minds.”

As the demands on local pantries increased, he and others gathered last 
summer to brainstorm in a DuPont Visions workshop. The group hatched the 
idea of a local distribution center to run logistics for food pantries in the four 
counties of the Northern Neck and Middlesex. 

For the first time, church pantries began working together and sharing 
ideas, and in September the 
results of the community 
efforts paid off when the 
food bank warehouse was 
launched. 

Barton, who has seven years 
of experience operating the 
food pantry at the White Stone 
Church of the Nazarene, esti-
mates there are some 10,000 
hungry people in the food 
bank’s service area.
Hunger on the rise

National numbers released 
this month indicate hunger 
in America is the worst it has 
been since the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
started doing comprehensive 
surveys. The report states 50 
million Americans, including 
more than 17 million children, are forced to skip meals for lack of resources. 

Many of the families going without food are not what the government clas-
sifies as poor or having the dynamics found in many disadvantaged families, 
further indication of the magnitude of the recession and its impact on unem-
ployment. 

One critical gauge of the hunger problem is in the number of public school 
children receiving free or reduced-priced school lunches. Nationally, that 
figure was 43 percent in the 2007-08 school year, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics. For the current year in Virginia schools, the 
figure is 37 percent.

Reflecting the severity of the situation locally, schools reported 62 percent 
of Lancaster children and 52 percent of Northumberland children are on a 
free or reduced lunch program this year.

“Those children are probably from families utilizing the food pantries,” 
said Barton. 

The number of area families receiving food has skyrocketed during the 
recession. As an example, Barton said one food pantry which typically pro-
vides 150 families with food each month jumped to 250 families last week. 
“Every food pantry is feeling the effects of the economy.”
Another setting at the table 

A hurdle for many people who have a good job and income is to see the 
economically disadvantaged as fellow citizens, friends and neighbors. “The 
‘us’ and ‘them’ mentality in benevolent organizations is an ongoing battle. 
For most people, it takes several efforts of volunteer work to see the recipient 
as more than just someone who needs it,” Barton said.

“Donations to our food panties will be eaten by families in our community 
that donors rarely get a chance to meet. A donation deserves the same care 

Participating Food Pantries
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Kilmarnock Baptist Church
Northumberland
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Middlesex
Hands Across Middlesex

6 56525 10491 6

Business............................C7-8
Calendar...............................B2
Churches..........................B5-8
Classified.........................D2-8

Directory..............................D7
Notices.................................D6
Obituaries.............................B7
Opinion.............................A6-8

Police...................................A3
Schools...........................C5-6
Sports..............................C1-3
Upcoming..........................B1-4

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Gridiron greats — The Lancaster High Red Devils will 
play the Cavaliers at King William at 1 p.m. Saturday for the 
Region A, Division 2 championship. See highlights from last 
week’s 35-6 win at RRecord.com. 
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The Rappahannock Record will con-
tinue a long-standing holiday tradition by 
publishing letters to Santa in the Decem-
ber 23 issue.

Letters must be in the Record office 
by Wednesday, December 15, in order 
to appear in the special section. If letters 
are written as a class project, teachers are 
urged to submit them by Friday, Decem-
ber 10.

Letters should be written with a dark 
pencil or ink and include the child’s 
name, age and hometown. Parents, teach-
ers and others are asked to make certain 
the letters are legible. Teachers’ first and 
last names must be submitted with class 
submissions.

The Rappahannock Record mailing 
address is P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482. Letters also may be faxed 
to 804-435-2632, emailed to mail@rre-
cord.com, or dropped through the front 
door slot at 27 North Main Street in Kil-
marnock.

The December 23 issue also will 
include holiday greetings from area mer-
chants and others. The deadline for these 
advertising messages is December 17.

LANCASTER—The public is 
invited to join the board of supervi-
sors, judges and other officials at 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
Lancaster Judicial Center at 5 p.m., 
Monday, November 29, in Lancaster. 
A reception with cake and soft drinks 
and tours of the facility will follow the 
ceremony. 

Construction of the 23,000-square-
foot courthouse began 14 months ago. 
The center features energy efficiencies 
such as movement-sensing lighting 
and handicap accessibility. A security 
station in the entry rotunda serves the 
General District and Circuit court-
rooms. The cost of the building and 
furnishings total about $4.4 million. 

Following the dedication, supervi-
sors will conduct their monthly meet-
ing at 7 p.m. in the center.

Going to the
regional finals

Joseph “Tay” Betts scored twice 
last Friday to help lead Lancaster 
to its first regional playoff win in 
over 20 years. The Devils (10-1) 
beat Essex, 35-6, last Friday for a 
berth in the Region A, Division 2 
championship game. Lancaster 
will play at King William at 1 p.m. 
Saturday, November 27, against the 
10-1 Cavaliers. For more Red Devils 
football, see page C1 and RRecord.
com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northum-
berland board of supervisors last week 
finalized a request for proposals (RFP) 
soliciting a consultant to evaluate the 
permit application for a planned unit 
development (PUD) referred to as the 
Bluff Point PUD.

During a review of the plan at a spe-
cial meeting last Wednesday in county 
administrator Kenny Eades’ office, 
supervisors offered more revisions, 
established a time frame and authorized 
Eades to advertise the RFP.

Supervisors unanimously accepted 
the RFP as revised, contingent upon 
developer Tom Dingledine waiving 
any time deadlines should the board 
take more than a year to make a deci-
sion on the special exception. Board 
chairman Ronnie Jett and supervisors 
Richard Haynie, James Long, Joe Self 
and Tommy Tomlin voted in favor of 
the motion.

Others present included assistant 
county administrator Luttrell Tadlock, 
Sharon Sharp representing the devel-
oper, and project opponents Ida Hall 
and Pete and Barbara Kauneckas.

According to the RFP’s introductory 
paragraph, the supervisors are seeking 
a qualified consultant to “evaluate the 
development plan for the project and 
make a set of specific recommenda-
tions on what would be most beneficial 
for the Bluff Point area and Northum-
berland County. The firm or individual 
selected for this project is expected to 
review all written materials as well as 
visit the project site.”

The next section outlines 10 tasks, 
including performing a comparative 

analysis between the proposed PUD and 
the “by-right” development of the area 
for seven topics: property use, impact 
on public services, financial impact, 
environmental impact, local impact, 
traffic impact and economic impact.

Also included in the ten tasks, the 
consultant will review the project phas-
ing (timetable of construction), review 
any possible conditions to be proposed 
by the board if they decide to grant 
the special exception and provide “a 
biweekly progress report reflecting the 
percentage completed on each task and 
any problems encountered.”

Among earlier revisions, supervisors 
excluded any consultants that have had 
prior “involvement with the developers 
or consultants.”

Among recent revisions, supervisors 
added all current county ordinances to 
the consultant’s information for review-
ing the special exception.

The RFP will be advertised in the 
Sunday editions of the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch on November 28 and 
December 5. Proposals must be for-
warded to Eades and supervisors by 
January 11. Following their review, a 
contract will be awarded at the Febru-
ary 11 board meeting. The contract will 
be executed by Eades on February 14. 
The deadline for the final report will be 
July 14.

“I am confused by why they need to 
hire a consultant,” said Pete Kauneckas 
following the meeting. “We are only 
opposed to the special exception, which 
goes against the conservation designa-
tion given this land by the board just a 
few years ago. The developer can put 
33 units on it by right. That is enough 
for that land.”

LANCASTER—Following con-
cerns over the county’s legal obliga-
tions in a proposed ordinance to co-
hold conservation easements with the 
Northern Neck Land Conservancy 
(NNLC), the planning commission 
last week sent the issue to supervisors 
with a request for direction.

In a letter to the commission, county 
attorney Jim Cornwell of Sands, 
Anderson expressed concern should 
planners draft such an ordinance. He 
claimed the move would hold county 
taxpayers as sole bearers of financial 
responsibility for defending legal chal-
lenges to easements. He cited a recent 
case in which the legal fees and costs 
for the jurisdiction to defend against 
litigation were in excess of $100,000. 

Cornwell also warned that the coun-
ty’s obligation would last into perpe-
tuity while the conservancy’s may not, 
possibly thrusting responsibility for its 
obligations onto the county as well.

According to a proposed agree-
ment, the conservancy responsibili-
ties would include monitoring, land-
owner relations and notices, record 
keeping, processing amendments and 
approvals—costs that could amount to 
between $100 to $500 per acre, Corn-
well warned.  

He further stated that an ordinance 
is not necessary since, under Virginia 
law, the county can enforce conser-
vation easements without being the 
holder of the easement. While an 
ordinance would obligate the county 
to defend it in court, without one the 
county could choose whether or not to 
enforce the easement based on weigh-
ing the cost and benefit for taking 
legal action.

Northumberland, Richmond and 
King George counties have entered 
into agreements with the conservancy 
by resolution rather than ordinance, 
said land use director Don Gill. He 
was unable to find a model in the state 
on which to base an ordinance.

“I like the idea of the conservation 
easements but prefer the resolution 
to an ordinance,” said  commission 
chairman David Jones. 

Commission member David Chupp 
said he felt misled.

“I think the advantage for them 
(NNLC) is the county’s deep pock-
ets to defend...but the way it is writ-
ten, the county has the obligation to 
enforce,” said Chupp.  

“The state code is the problem,” 
said supervisor Butch Jenkins. “It 
doesn’t give the county the power to 
hold it up.” It may work in a county 
like Fairfax, but not in one this size, 
he noted. 

Supervisors requested an ordinance 
over a resolution so it would be on the 
books and wouldn’t get lost and have 
to be researched “year after year in the 
minutes,” Jenkins said.

Lancaster
officials to
cut ribbon for
judicial center

Land use
proposal
raises legal
questions

by Audrey Thomasson

When Lance Barton took a two-month break in Lancaster from launching 
art galleries and hobnobbing around the world with famous designers 
and publishing award-winning books, he never dreamed he’d become a 
permanent resident and get involved in food pantries. “I didn’t even know 
what a food pantry was,” he said. Now he believes the number one product 
pantries can supply families struggling to put food on the table is dignity. 

Focus of new food
bank extends well
beyond next meal

by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland issues call
for consultant to evaluate
Bluff Point PUD application

by Starke Jett

Santa letters are
due by Dec. 15

Seasonal chore
Rev. Clay Macaulay of  Weems spent a warm November afternoon Saturday 
raking leaves in his front yard. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi FOOD BANK, continued on page A2

LAND USE, continued on page A2
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“We prize the concept of 
conservation,” said commis-
sion member Bob Smart. 
“Not that we don’t like devel-
opment, but we like to see” 
the landscape protected as 
well.

Attorney Lee Stevens, rep-
resenting the conservancy, 
asked planners to allow the 
board to review the issue. 
“Jim Cornwell is right, it 
does bring up financial bur-
dens to the county...the ques-
tion becomes: Is this risk 
worth the reward?”

Planners voted 6-0 to send 
the issue to supervisors for 
direction. Chupp, Steve 
Sorenson, Ty Brent, Jones, 
Tara Booth and Smart, voted 
in favor of the motion. Glen-
don Pinn Jr. did not attend 
the meeting.

River Birch Gifts

Rt. 33-Located next to Locust Hill Post Offi ce,
5944 General Puller Hwy. Locust Hill, Va.

Mon. – Sat. 9–5   Sun. 1–5
toll free: (866) 758-8814 • (804) 758-8814

599 Rappahannock Drive,  White Stone, VA
Mon. – Sat. 10–5                   (804) 435-1215

We will deliver locally and ship anywhere in the U.S.

River Birch Gifts

invites you to our

Annual Holiday Open House
November 26th & 27th

Both locations will be offering a 
10% discount off your entire purchase

With a $60 purchase (after discount) 
of Spartina you will receive the 

following free wristlet!

Saturday in Locust Hill
Visit with Kathleen Carson from Spartina & Thymes

10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Register for $100 Thymes Gift Basket

Visit with Kathleen Noffsinger
“Art Rocks” Jewelry & Artwork

available for purchase Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
(discount does not apply)

Gift Cards - Giveaways, Refreshments, 
Door Prizes and much more!

Come see the new "Oprah Scarf"

Fully stocked in Tervis, Vera Bradley, Baby, 
John Medeiros, Spanx & much more!

Don't miss out on the fun!

Complimentary Gift Wrap

Town is presented Flag Award
At its November 15 luncheon at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury Retirement Village, the Richard Henry Lee 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution presented 
to the Town of Kilmarnock the Chapter’s 2010 annual Flag 
Patriotism Certificate. From left, town manager Tom Suanders 
accepts the award from chapter president Stan Cichowicz. 
The Flag Award is presented to individuals, companies and 
governmental agencies that fly the U.S. flag regularly and 
properly for patriotic purposes.

in preparation we would extend 
to our friends and neighbors, or 
even our families; their dona-
tion should be seen as another 
setting at their dinner table. It 
is our responsibility as volun-
teers to continually educate the 
people who have taken the time 
to donate. It is also our respon-
sibility to learn those lessons 
first. It is the difference between 
preaching and sharing,” he said.
Nutritious foods

When most people think of a 
food bank, they picture canned 
food, dry beans and shelf stable 
milk. But Barton is commit-
ted to providing healthy foods 
rather than the usual high salt, 
sugary products that are typi-
cally found in food banks. 

One of the reasons a local dis-
tribution warehouse was started 
was to improve people’s diets, 
he said. 

“About three-fourths of the 
recipients have Type 2 Diabe-
tes. We were getting a lot of 
chocolate pudding from the 
government...and junk food 
from Central Virginia Food 
Bank. We were providing a 
lousy diet. When we realized it 
was our job to supply nutritious 
food, we started picking only 
the most healthy foods from the 
bank” and went out and looked 
for other healthy sources, said 
Barton.

But mostly, he depends on 
community support.

“I don’t want to discour-
age people from giving food. If 
anyone wants to bring a turkey 
in, I’ll find a home for that turkey. 
We want to get people involved 
and educate them that they’re 
providing a meal for a friend. We 
have five goals: the last on the 
list is distributing food; the first 
on the list is connecting with the 
community,” he said. 

“We live in a country where 
nobody starves to death. But as 
a food bank, our greatest com-
modity is dignity,” said Barton. 
“Food pantries are about the 
opportunity to make a change. 
Food is a gateway into people’s 
lives so change can be made in 
those lives.”
Funding

Seed money to start the oper-
ations came from a $148,000 
grant from the Jessie Ball DuPont 
Foundation and donations from 
individuals, community organi-
zations and area churches. More 
donations may be made at nnfb.
org or 804-724-9709.

Barton stressed the food bank 
is dependent on the community 
for support. Supermarkets and 
businesses big and small are 
also key to their success. Help 
has come from unlikely places, 
like Barton’s full-time employer, 
Latell Sailmakers in Deltaville. 
Jerry Latell raised $6,000 for the 
food bank by offering sailboat 
owners a 25 percent discount 
on a new sail if they donated the 
old one for resale. 

The Northern Neck Food 
Bank operates with three part-
time employees: Barton, ware-
house manager Willie Bell, 
and Melanie Tennant, who pro-
cesses orders from the food pan-
tries. Each works at the facility 
around their regular jobs. 

Supported by a community-
based board of directors, Barton 
has been able to acquire more 
than 7,000 pounds of fresh 
seasonal produce through local 
farmers and 1,500 pounds of 
meat from Hunters for the 
Hungry—items which are key 
to good nutrition but out of the 

price range of most individuals 
living on a tight food budget.  

Barton estimates there are 
27 local food pantries serving 
only 60 percent of the qualify-
ing families. In the two months 
since the distribution center 
began operations, nine pantries 
have signed on. The goal is 
to extend services to pantries 
throughout the area. 

Families can qualify at the 
pantries if their income does 
not exceed 150 percent of the 
proverty level, which amounts to 
about $15,750 for an individual 
and $24,000 for a family of four.
How it works

The Northern Neck Food 
Bank does not supply food to 
individuals, but assists food 
pantries with the logistics of 
feeding the community.

Instead of local pantries col-
lecting food on their own or 
driving to the Central Food 
Bank in Richmond for supplies, 
the Northern Neck Food Bank 
acts as a central warehouse for 
member pantries, collecting 
food in Richmond, gathering 
fresh local produce and meats, 
and holding local targeted food 
drives which serve to fill the 
cracks, said Barton. 

“We request products we 
can’t get in bulk,” he aid.

 A recent drive by a local 
radio station netted some 6,000 
pounds of targeted products.

“As a food pantry operator, 
the Northern Neck Food Bank 
has been an enormous help,” 
said Sue Donaldson of the 
White Stone Baptist Church 
pantry. “The food is so much 
less expensive. And not having 
to drive to Richmond and load-
ing and unloading it in our 
cars...it’s great.

They pay the Central Food 
Bank $0.17 per pound as a 
maintenance fee, but they also 
depend on local contributions 
and supplies. 

“We do not charge for food,” 
he said. “We pay 17 cents and 
we charge 17 cents” to the pan-
tries, Barton said. “We pay 18 
percent of retail costs.” And you 
can’t beat their costs for chicken 
at 5 cents per pound and beef at 
9 cents per pound. 

Some 200,000 pounds of 
food is expected to be processed 
through the warehouse in a 
12-month period, but the total 
could climb to 400,000 pounds 
as more pantries join. 

For Barton, it’s more than 
handing out food. “It’s about 
walking with someone—con-
necting with someone, and lis-
tening to them.” 

LANCASTER—The board of supervisors will meet 
Monday, November 29, at the new Judicial Center in Lancaster.  
The meeting begins at 7 p.m. following a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony and reception at 5 p.m.

Agenda items include a discussion on a proposed partnership 
with the Northern Neck Land Conservancy to co-hold conserva-
tion easements in the county.

A public hearing will be held on a request from Frank and Bar-
bara Wood for an 80-foot data antenna/pole for wireless inter-
net access on a 2.114-acre parcel at 369 Lonesome Pine Trail in 
Heritage Point. 

Supervisors also will consider a resolution for Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation to accept Golden Tale Lane into the state 
road system.

n Raffle winners
Northern Neck Court 

Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) volunteer Duane 
Bushey and B.H.B. Hubbard 
of Irvington won the two first-
place awards in the recent 
“Wine, Dine and Play in the 
Northern Neck Raffle” spon-
sored by CASA. 

Proceeds from the raffle will 
go into the training of volun-
teers who speak to the best 
interests of children involved 
in the juvenile court process, 
reported CASA director Betty 
Wirth.

n Bay Blog
 Earlier this year, 57 senior 

Chesapeake Bay scientists, 
policymakers and advocates 
said the decades-old volun-
tary, collaborative approach to 
restoring the health and vital-
ity of the Chesapeake Bay is 
failing. They issued an urgent 
action plan with 25 nonnego-
tiable action steps necessary to 
save the bay.

Members of this group are 
now blogging at the Chesa-
peake Bay Action Plan blog 
(bayactionplan.com). The blog 
will feature weekly posts from 
experts on matters affecting 
the battle to restore the Chesa-
peake. 

n Republican governors
 Virginia Gov. Bob McDon-

nell was elected vice-chairman 
of the Republican Governors 
Association at a recent meeting 
in San Diego. Gov. Rick Perry 
of Texas will serve as chair-
man.

Others on the executive com-
mittee will be Gov. Bobby 
Jindal of Louisiana, Gov. Haley 
Barbour of Mississippi, Gov. 
Chris Christie of New Jersey; 
Governor-elect Nikki Haley of 
South Carolina and Governor-
elect Susana Martinez of New 
Mexico.

Ooops! A recipe from the 
Town Bistro as printed in The 
Perfect Gift Catalog last week 
left out a key ingredient. The 
Ginger Spiced Holiday Cheese-
cake recipe calls for 1 teaspoon 
of ground ginger in the filling. 
Yum!

Food bank
continued from page A1

The Agenda
Local Government NewsNEWS BREAK

Land use
continued from page A1

Correction

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

SHADES OF IRELAND
July 24-Aug. 2, 2011

Escorted tour of:
Dublin, Kilkenny, Waterford

Killarney, Limerick & Kingscourt
with many side trips

Motorcoach to airport available
from Kilmarnock.

Gifts • Home & Garden Accesories

don’t miss our . . .

Pre-Holiday Sale
Friday, Nov. 26 & Saturday Nov. 27

9 to 5 pm

20 to 50% off storewide !
Stuff your stockings with holiday savings

at

the Perfect Touch

In lovely Uptown Lively • 462-6260
Tuesday - Saturday  11am-5pm

 
Jean’s

Bargain
Center

Happy Thanksgiving
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat: 9-5

804-580-2850
Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

Longaberger
Christmas Open House 

Dec. 3, 4 & 5  10 am-8 pm
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem. 

Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery, 
Scenic Umbrella’s, Longaberger Purses, Accessories 
& Boyd’s Bears, many Pampered Chef Items & More!

Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)
Free Shipping on orders

804-580-6978    Cell 804-761-6268

Wild Turkey Sale
Fri., Nov. 26 thru Sun., Nov. 28
It’s in the Bag!  20% off

Each & Every Item 
You Can Fit into your

      Wild Turkey Bag!

Tervis Tumblers, Crocs, Jim Shore
Willow Tree, Flags & More !

 
See our Magic Forest

Where Every Item is
Reduced to $1.00

Carrot Cottage
804-493-1320

Courthouse Square, Montross, VA

Specialty Shops, Antiques & Treasures

www.t-towntack.com
Tappahannock, va • 804-443-4614

T-Town Tack
Select Shoes Up To 75%off

Open November 26th

Burgess House, Inc.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

HOURS: TUES, WED, FRI. & SAT 10-5 PM

Burgess, VA  (804) 453-5900 
Christmas

Open hOuse
Fri. & Sat. - Nov. 26 & 27  10-5
Always a Sale! 10-30% off

Kick Off To Christmas Sale
Fri., Sat., Sun

10% off Storewide
Extended Hours 

Fri. & Sat. 8-5 • Sun. 12-5
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

443 Main Street
Antiques & Collectibles

HOLIDAY SALE
20% off Storewide

Warsaw • 804-313-1876

Crying Shame
Exceptional Home Accessories & Gifts

BLACK FRIDAY SALE
10% off Storewide Fri. - Sun.

DOOR PRIZES

(804) 443-0070
103 Church Lane, Tappahannock, VA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-5

Essex Antiques & Collectibles
1657 Tappahannock Blvd. • Tappahannock, VA 

804-443-0335
Sale Items Throughout Store

A Multi-Dealer Mall located in Essex Square Shopping Center
between Med-Air Homecare & Essex Cinemas 

Come browse our store for furniture,
glassware, jewelry, coins, trains and lots more! 

Hours: Mon.-Sat 10-6, Sunday 11-5

Lady P’s Boutique
Ladies & Men’s Attire

Black Friday-15% off Storewide
Women’s Hats, Suits, Shoes,

Purses, Jewelry & More.
Gift Certificates Available

Across from Northumberland School Board
2217 Northumberland Hwy.

Lottsburg, VA                                 804-724-3989

               Ladies Boutique
After Thanksgiving Sale

Nov. 26, 27 & 28 • Fri., Sat. & Sun.
15% off Storewide

Mon.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 1-5 

804-333-6600
5445 Richmond Rd. • Warsaw, VA

 

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett last week 
brought charges against 13 indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Omar J. Scruggs, 21, of Fleets 
Bay Road was charged Novem-
ber 17 with (felony) probation 
violation.

Morson Lee Jr., 49, of Farnham 
was charged November 17 with 
three counts of failure to per-
form construction after advance 
(all felonies) and three counts of 
performing prohibited acts by a 
contractor.

Brett E. Weis, 48, of Mascot 
was charged Novemebr 18 with 
failure to perform construction 
after advance (felony). 
Misdemeanors

A School Street man was 
charged November 16 with 
failure to appear in Richmond 
County court.

A Gonyon Road man, 28, was 
charged November 16 with two 
counts of profane/threatening 
telephone calls.

An Azalea Lane man, 62, 
was charged November 16 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A White Chapel Road man, 46, 
was  charged November 17 with 
assault and battery.

A Heron Drive man, 29, was 
charged November 17 with 
assault and battery.

A School Street man, 27, was 
charged November 18 with vio-
lation of the community correc-
tions program in a Richmond 
County case.

A Campbell Road man, 43, 
was charged November 19 with 
making profane/threatening tele-
phone calls in a Northumberland 
County case.

A Lumberlost Road woman 
was charged November 20 with 
contempt of court.  

A Western Branch Road man, 
59, was charged November 21 
with two counts of probation vio-
lation. 

A Wilson Lane woman was 
charged November 21 with 
making an annoying telephone 
call.
Activity report

Nov. 15: Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed) and responded to 
a suspicious person complaint 
in the 2600 block of Morattico 
Road. 

Nov. 16:   Staff received a 
motorist’s complaint of a speed-
ing motorcyclist in the area of the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge, Staff 
responded to a trespassing com-
plaint on Queenstown Road, with 
the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a fight call in the 
300 block of North Main Street, 
to Gaines Road on a report of 
shots fired into a residence and 
to a domestic disturbance (male/
female with children in common) 
in the 1800 block of Weems 
Road. 

Nov. 17:  Staff responded to 
the Ottoman area on a complaint 
of an unsecured load escaping 
from a truck, with assistance from 
KPD to a single-vehicle accident 
near Mary Ball Road and Kamps 
Mill (Hillcrest Heights). Staff 
checked on the well-being of a 
Myers Creek Road resident at the 
request of a concerned citizen (no 
emergency services needed), and 
on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed). Northumberland 
authorities were asked respond to 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
a complaint of ATVs being oper-
ated on the highway and dam-
aging crop lands in the Browns 
Store area while Lancaster depu-
ties were busy with a traffic acci-
dent. 

Nov. 18:  Staff received a 
larceny report from York Road 
(copper heat exchanger and 
copper wire, $300 loss). Staff 
responded to a motorist’s com-
plaint of a reckless driver (com-
mercial motor vehicle) in the area 
of Devils Bottom and Mary Ball 
roads, to a reckless/drunk driver 
complaint in the Brookvale-
Kilmarnock corridor and with 
Emergency Medical Services to 
a medical emergency in the 5300 
block of Mary Ball Road. 

Nov. 19:  Staff responded to the 
18500 block of Mary Ball Road, 
the hospital, Morattico Church 
Road and Ocran Road to assist 
Virginia State Police (VSP) inves-
tigating a hit-and-run accident 
that occurred in Northumberland 
County. Staff responded to a gas 
drive-off complaint on North 
Main Street (subject returned and 
paid for gas without law enforce-
ment involvement), to a motor-
ist’s complaint of heavy debris 
on the Norris Bridge, with KPD 
to an E911 disconnect call in the 
200 block of North Main Street 
(no emergency services needed), 
to a suspected fraud complaint 
on Long Cove Lane (fraudulent 
money orders received by com-
mercial delivery) and with KPD 
to a domestic disturbance (hus-
band/wife) on Fox Hill Drive. 

Nov. 20:  Staff responded to 
a motorist’s complaint of debris 
on the Norris Bridge, to a noise/
prowler complaint on Spencer 
Lane, with VSP to a single-vehi-
cle accident on Devils Bottom 
Road, and to a deer strike acci-
dent near Mary Ball and Devils 

Bottom roads. Staff received a 
credit card theft and larceny com-
plaint from a Golf Course Lane 
resident (card used at Pizza Hut 
and Wal-Mart, and attempted use 
at Bayco, $300 cash stolen). 

Nov. 21:   Staff responded to 
a trespass complaint in the 17000 
block of Mary Ball Road, with 
EMS to a medical emergency 
in the 900 block of King Carter 
Drive and to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Yocomico Drive. 

Nov. 22: Staff investigated a 
suspicious/disabled vehicle in 
the 3900 block of White Chapel 
Road and discovered an unse-
cured door to a North Main 
Street business during routine 
late-night building checks (no 
burglary involved).

Staff also conducted 16 traffic 
stops, issued seven summonses, 
assisted six motorists, reported 
three deer strikes, responded to 
one request for traffic control, 
investigated four building alarms, 
made three inmate transports, 
and fielded four calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls 

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
med-evac landing zone on The 
Lane and to a fire alarm in the 
500 block of Chesapeake Drive.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic accident in the 13000 
block of Mary Ball Road, a hit-
and-run accident in the 300 block 
of North Main Street and a fire 
alarm on Mifarm Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins last 
week brought charges against 
five individuals.
Felonies

Roger H. McKinley Jr., 38, of 
Heathsville was charged Novem-
ber 19 with construction fraud.

Burton Keyser Davis III was 
charged November 20 with bran-
dishing a firearm.

Marcus O’Neal Cockrell, 
27, of Heathsville was charged 
November 21 with breaking and 
entering in the nighttime with 
intent to commit assault and bat-
tery, assault, and destruction of 
property.
Misdemeanors

An Ophelia man, 28, was 
charged November 16 with two 
counts of telephone harassment.

A Heathsville man, 26, was 
charged November 17 with tele-
phone harassment.

KILMARNOCK—History-
land Community Workshop’s 
annual Gifts and Greens Sale 
drew hundreds in search of holi-
day bargains to Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock last Satur-
day. 

The event is the major fund-
raiser for Historyland, which 
donated some $12,000 last year 
to the public libraries in Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster 
counties, the Lancaster County 
public schools and scholarship 
programs.

“All of our money goes to 
education. By isolating our dona-
tions, we can give more to each 
group,” said publicity chairman 
Luci York. 

Historyland members work 
throughout the year making craft 
and food items for the sale. The 
group includes about 25 volun-
teers. 

Ruth Taylor of Charlottesville 
and Kilmarnock won the $300 
first prize in the raffle drawing at 
the conclusion of the sale. 

Dawn Nickerson of Kilmar-
nock won the second prize, a 
basket design quilt. Vernell Hen-
derson of Lancaster won the 
third prize, a $100 line of credit 
at Farm and Home Supply in Kil-
marnock. 

George Currie won a $50 gift 
certificate to KC’s Crabs and 
Cues, Mary Ritz of Weems won 
a $50 gift certificate to the Lan-
caster Tavern and Linda Griggs 
of Kilmarnock won a $20 gift 
certificate to The Tavern Restau-
rant in Heathsville. 

Lucille Lee won a Boudoir 
lamp hand-painted by Chris 
Young.   

Lee and Barbara Pulling of 
Yankee Point won a traditional 
food basket. 

More than $2,000 was col-
lected in ticket sales, said York. 
The money from the ticket sales 
will be added to the proceeds 
from the Historyland sale.   

“Historyland members appre-
ciate the loyal support of local 
merchants who donate to our sale 
each year and the faithful who 
buy raffle tickets,” said York.

The jewelry table was popular during the Historyland 
Community Workshop’s annual Gifts and Greens Sale. Photo 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Gifts and Greens Sale attracts shoppers
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

Hoffman
✓

AutomotiveHoffmanoffman
✓✓

Automotive
Coming Soon

Expert Repairs & Maintenance • Offi cial Inspection Station

www.Hoffman-Automotive.com
20336 Northumberland Hwy.

Reedville, VA 22539              (804) 453-3525
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50 East Church 
50 East Church Street

Kilmarnock, Va
804-435-8722

Buy gifts that will last for centuries.  
50 east church has quality antiques and 

collectibles that will last forever. 
oriental rugs, fine art and eclectic items.

We specialize in sterling jewelry and antique 
sterling flatware, holloware, and serving pieces.

Estate and new sterling jewelry at below 
wholesale prices.

We buy and sell rare coins, 
gold coins and silver coins.

A wide selection is available in our showroom.

We pay the most for your 
unwanted scrap gold!!!!!!!!

Open Mon-Sat 10a.m. to 5p.m.

We’re Open Black Friday !
Stop by and enter for your chance to win tickets to 

Disney On Ice Princess Classics!

804-438-6636  

4265 irvington rd., irvington, va 

open tues.-fri.10 - 5 • sat. 10-3

Once a Year Sale
Hand-knitted scarves, hats, sweaters, 
holiday sweatshirts & gift certificates

Celebration Announcement
Don’t Miss Out On This!! 

Bring in the New Year in Style!

New Year’s Eve Gala 
Semi-Formal - 21&Up 

Friday, December 31, 2010   
8:00 pm til 2:00 am  

Boys and Girls Club  
517 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

Dance All Night to 
Continuous Live Band Music by 

The Russell “Oneal” Carter Experience

Tickets $ 50.00 Per Person  
Tables Reserved For 8

Includes Food, As Much As You Can Eat,   
by Local Chefs; Cash Bar Available

Call 804.435.9696 

Proceeds Benefit 
The Boys & Girls Club 
of the Northern Neck

To become a sponsor, 
To purchase tickets 
or for Information.

––– Irvington, Virginia –––

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Monday thru Saturday  • 10:00 to 5:00 • 438-5194
www.thedandelion.com

THE DANDELION

All gift items

20% off through 
December 13th!

Semi-Annual 

in progress!
Markdowns on selected sportswear,
dresses, dressy separates and shoes.

We’re open Friday & Saturday
Ask about our

Weekend Specials!

 Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive 
and

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.
At this special time of year

we would like to say
Thank You

to our Friends and Customers
for helping make our 1st year 

in Kilmarnock successful. 
Wishing You a Safe and

Happy Thanksgiving!
Now with two repair locations 

to serve you
Burgess and Kilmarnock

Towing Available
Kilmarnock - 435-0911   Burgess - 453-4444

Sales Department - 435-2021

C L A R AV I L L E — N o r -
thumberland schools will 
erect a 60-foot-tall Skystream 
3.7 wind turbine within the 
next few weeks, according to 
technology resource instruc-
tor Jenny Christman.

She applied for a $20,000 
federal grant in April, which 
was awarded last month. 

This is a f irst for the region 
and will be the only publicly-
owned wind turbine in the 
Northern Neck, said Christ-
man.

“It’s very exciting,” she 
said. “The whole reason we 
are doing it is for educa-
tional purposes. The goal is 
to get tangible real life data 
that students can apply to 
concepts they are learning in 
class.”

Christman said 11 schools 
were awarded funding among 
44 that applied for the federal 
“Wind for Schools” alterna-
tive energy grants. The pro-
gram was started in 2005 

by Starke Jett

KILMARNOCK—The Part-
ners Foundation recently held 
a groundbreaking ceremony 
for its Mercer Place afford-
able rental housing project. 
More than 65 persons attended 
the ceremony, including rep-
resentatives from state and 
local government, community, 
civic, religious, and business 
organizations, foundations and 
funds, the contractor and indi-
viduals donors.  

The Rev. Thomas R. Coye, 
pastor of St. Andrews Pres-
byterian Church, opened 
the ceremony with a prayer.  
Foundation president William 
Warren introduced each direc-
tor of Partners Foundation and 
thanked them for their hard 
work leading to this milestone. 
He also introduced Orlando 
Artze and Todd Peacock, rep-
resenting project contractor 
Community Housing Partners 
Corporation. 

Del. Pollard discussed the 
critical need for affordable 
rental housing in the Northern 
Neck and applauded Mercer 
Place as “an effective way to 
have our teachers, nurses, and 
other service providers be able 
to live, eat, shop, and play in 
the community.”  

“It can’t be much of a com-
munity if those people cannot 
afford to live locally. It is 

important to be able to see 
your child’s teacher at the 
grocery store, or the bowling 
alley,” said Del. Pollard.  

Kilmarnock vice mayor 
William Smith then welcomed 
future residents of Mercer 
Place to the town and con-
gratulated the foundation on 
its success. He cited the town’s 
strong commitment to the 
project, including its recent 
rezoning of the land parcel and 
the planned extension of the 
town’s sewer and water service 
to the site. He also talked about 
the benefits that Mercer Place 
would bring to the community, 
including affordable housing 
for municipal employees and 
law enforcement. 

The Rev. Edward King  Jr., 
senior project officer for the 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund dis-
cussed the need for commu-
nity partnerships, like Mercer 
Place, to address such chal-
lenging issues as how to ser-
vice the needs of under-served 
persons, families, and commu-
nities. He discussed the role of 
the duPont Fund in fostering 
community partnerships and 
working with communities in 
problem solving and building 
the capacity of their support 
organizations. 

The Rev. King described the 
duPont Fund’s primary focus 

areas and the geographical 
regions where the fund applies 
its resources, including the 
Northern Neck. He spoke about 
the $12 to $14 million in annual 
grants the duPont Fund awards 
and cited several of the local 
organizations that have bene-
fited from recent grants, includ-
ing the Free Health Clinic, 
the Boys and Girls Club, the 
Family Maternity Center,  the 
Lancaster Community Library, 
and many others.

The duPont Fund is com-
mitted to supporting Northern 
Neck organizations that pro-
vide essential services to the 
community, its families, and 
its people.  

Warren thanked members of 
the ground-breaking crew for 
their contributions to the Part-
ners’ initiative, and thanked 
the many others who helped by 
making donations to Mercer 
Place. 

“There are not enough red 
shovels in the county to hand 
out to all  those who have 
helped us and donated to our 
Mercer Place initiative,” said 
Warren. “Today, we are rec-
ognizing these ten ground-
breakers who were absolutely 
critical to our success. With-
out even one of them, Mercer 
Place would not have become 
a reality.” 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion continues to fine tune a new 
planned unit development zoning 
district ordinance.

On November 18, commission 
members added three concepts to 
the draft ordinance after hearing 
from county staff.

As requested, assistant county 
administrator Luttrell Tadlock 
researched similar ordinances in 
surrounding counties and Kil-
marnock to provide comparative 
data on density requirements, the 
amount of open space required 
and the basis for determining the 
amount of open space per devel-
opment.

The proposed ordinance draft 
set the minimum lot size at 0.75 
acres. It also set the open space 
requirement at 50 percent, but 
staff made no recommendation 
in the draft on whether to use the 
whole parcel or just the usable 
portion to determine the acreage 
of open space.

Tadlock also provided neigh-
boring county and Kilmarnock 
PUD ordinance data to help the 
commission make an informed 
decision.

Lancaster County allows two 
units per gross acre for the den-
sity, with increased density for 
providing affordable housing. 
Kilmarnock density varies with 
the type of structure, from five 
units per acre for single-family 
dwellings to 10 units per acre for 
multifamily structures. 

Richmond County has no true 
PUD ordinance, but its mixed 
use ordinance allows one unit 
per gross acre maximum den-
sity. Westmoreland County has 
varying density in its planned vil-
lage development depending on 
the type of structure, from four 
units per acre for single-family 
detached to 12 units per acre for 
multifamily structures.

With regard to minimum lot 
sizes, Lancaster County has none. 
Kilmarnock requires five acres for 
the minimum in a PUD develop-
ment and has minimum lot sizes 
ranging from 4,300 square feet 
for commercial to 8,000 square 
feet for single-family housing. 
Richmond County has no mini-
mum lot size. Westmoreland 
County has a 10-acre minimum 
PUD development size with two 
acres required for expanding an 
existing PUD.

With regard to open space, 
Lancaster County requires 30 per-
cent of the gross site area and five 
percent set aside for recreational 
use in single and multifamily 
housing. Kilmarnock requires 40 
percent of the gross site area for 
open space. Richmond County 
has no open space requirement. 
Westmoreland County requires 
10 percent of the net development 
area for open space.

All of the neighboring locali-
ties used the whole parcel to 
determine open space sizes.

Commissioners decided to 
keep the minimum lot size at 0.75 
acre, the open space requirement 
at 50 percent and to use the whole 
parcel for the open space determi-
nation.

The new PUD ordinance 
will be revisited sometime next 
year when the zoning ordinance 
review is continued. At least one 
more public hearing will be held 
on the issue before it is officially 
adopted. 

Also last Thursday, the com-
mission held a public hearing 
regarding a county ordinance 
requiring a special exception for 
erecting non-accessory tents for 
more than two-day events. The 
ordinance conflicts with state law 
allowing non-accessory tents for 
up to three days without a special 
exception and staff recommended 
making the ordinances comply 
with each other.

There were no comments from 
the public on the issue and the 
commission voted 8-0 to send the 
ordinance to the board of supervi-
sors for amending.

From left are Dr. William Fuller of the Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA), 
Toni Ostrowski of VHDA, Margaret Nost of River Counties Community Foundation, Gloria 
M. Broaddus of the T. Nash  and Gloria M. Broaddus Foundation, the Rev. W. Clay Macaulay 
of Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church, private  sponsor Rebecca Smiley, land sponsor 
Suzanne Bellows, the Rev. Edward King Jr. of the Jessie Ball duPont Fund, Weston Conley of the 
Lancaster County Industrial Development Authority and Tom Gosse of  Nettie Lokey Wiley 
and Charles L. Wiley Foundation. Photo by Yours Truly Photography

Mercer Place groundbreaking held

Planned unit
development
ordinance still
in the incubator

Northumberland technology 
resource instructor Jenny 
Christman applied for the 
$20,000 grant to get a wind 
turbine for the division.

Northumberland schools to erect wind turbine
by Starke Jett

by the U.S. Department of 
Energy and is administered 
through the Virginia Depart-
ment of Minerals, Mines and 
Resources and Department of 
Education. Tangier Island’s 

school also will be getting a 
turbine, she said.

Baker Renewable Energy 
Inc., an energy firm from 
Richmond, will be on site 
behind the middle/high 
school within a couple of 
weeks to lay the concrete slab 
for the turbine’s foundation, 
said Christman. After the 
slab cures for about a month, 
crews will return to erect the 
revolving turbine mounted 
on a single tall pole.

Once established, the tur-
bine will provide data and 
energy continuously. The 
data will be streamed to the 
division website (nucps.net).

Christman said the area is 
only considered “fair” for 
wind energy, but at 100 feet 
above sea level and with 
few trees to block prevailing 
winds, the school site is one 
of the better locations in the 
county. Energy production 
is estimated to be 400 KWh 
per month at 12 mph average 
wind speeds, according to the 
Skystream company website.

Quotes as of: Close on 11/22/10
AT&T ................................... 28.29
Altria (Philip Morris) .......... 24.48
BB & T Corp. ...................... 24.18
Bay Banks VA ........................ 3.95
CSX Corporation ................. 61.81
Chesapeake Financial .......... 13.20
Chesapeake Corp ............... 0.0030
Davenport Equity Fund ....... 12.61
Dominion Resources ........... 43.01
Eastern VA Bank Shares ........ 3.63
Exxon Mobil ........................ 70.19
IBM .................................... 145.39
Kraft Foods .......................... 30.55
Omega Protein ....................... 6.62
Sun Trust (Formerly Crestar) 23.84
Union Bankshares ................ 12.92
Verizon ................................. 32.50  
Wells Fargo .......................... 26.95
Zapata Corp ........................... 4.49

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

Quotes and information furnished by 
Davenport & Company LLC, Rt. 3, Ice 
House Field, White Stone, VA. (804) 
435-7705 or 1-800-378-2165.
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7PM
on W K I

Do your Christmas Shopping
while listening to

 101.7 Bay FM

RADIO CHRISTMAS
      GIFT AUCTION

Friday, November 26 • 7 pm on 101.7 Bay FM

Sponsored by:
Lancaster
By the Bay
Chamber

W
8th Annual

Some Gifts to be Auctioned
Collectible Doll

Quart of Rappahannock River Oysters
Personalized Sweatshirt

Golf for 4 at the Golden Eagle
Golf for 4 at Indian Creek

Birdfeeder
1/2 a bushel of steamed crabs

Rectangular End Table by Drexel Heritage
and Much More!

Shop Local • Eat Local • Hire Local • We are Your Friends and Neighbors

Shop Local • Eat Local • Hire Local • We are Your Friends and Neighbors
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20%
off

or more
Entire
Store

* Sale Merchandise Excluded

SALE Ladies Apparel
Cruise • Casual • Special Occasion

Jewelry & Accessories
24 West Church St. • Kilmarnock

804-435-2200
OPEN Sunday’s Thanksgiving thru Christmas

*

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

HEATHSVILLE—State 
auditors have found fault with 
the financial procedures of 
Northumberland Circuit Court 
Clerk Linda Booth in their last 
two audits. The audits cover 
the periods January 1, 2007, 
to June 30, 2008, and July 1, 
2008, through December 31, 
2009. 

A report filed on the Virginia 
Auditor of Public Accounts 
(APA) website dated May 5, 
2010, cited “matters involving 
internal control and its opera-
tion that have led or could lead 
to the loss of revenues, assets, 
or otherwise compromise the 
clerk’s fiscal accountability 
and noncompliance with laws 
and regulations.” 

The report covers the July 1, 
2008, through December 31, 
2009, audit and refers to the 
previous audit, conducted six 
months after Booth had been 
elected.

“Not only has the clerk not 
corrected one of the reported 
findings from the last audit, but 
most of the areas of concern 
from the last audit have con-
tinued to decline and we are 
reporting those items below,” 
states the report. 

“The clerk is personally 
liable for not properly process-
ing and accounting for funds 
she receives in her official 
capacity. In our last audit, the 
Clerk had to pay $1,862 for 
lost interest on Trust Accounts 
that were not deposited timely, 
although that has not occurred 
during this audit period. 

“If the clerk does not address 
the matters below, there exists 
the potential that in the future 
the clerk may need to make 
up for any losses. Therefore, 
we believe the Clerk should 
work with her staff, the judge, 
and staff of the Supreme Court 
to properly implement proce-
dures to address the following 
matters:

“• The clerk does not prop-
erly maintain or track invested 
infant accounts entrusted to 
her. The auditor could not 
recalculate and verify the 
posting of interest to any of 
the individual accounts. The 
number of errors in posting 
transactions prevented us from 
determining if the reconcilia-
tion showing each account, the 
bank statements, and the auto-
mated financial system were 
correct and reported the cor-
rect balance. Currently a nega-
tive savings account balance 
shows on the ledger but the 
individual accounts show posi-
tive balances. This condition is 
either the result of numerous 
errors or the Clerk disbursing 
from the wrong accounts;

“• The clerk does not pro-
vide a proper audit trail when 
documenting daily collection 
and deposit activity so there is 
no means to determine if the 
clerk recorded all the collec-
tions for a day, deposited all 
of the money intact and timely 
and recorded all activity on the 
automated accounting system;

“• The clerk failed to main-
tain all copies of voided 
receipts. Of 13 voided trans-
actions tested, eight receipts 
were missing. Voided transac-
tions pose an increased risk for 
fraudulent activity and as such, 
must be monitored and con-
trolled closely and the clerk is 
required to maintain all copies 
when voiding receipts. If all 
copies of the receipt are not 
available, then a correction 
to the receipt should be made 
by journal voucher rather than 
voiding the entire transaction; 

“• The clerk does not pro-
cess all collections as received 
and leaves the funds unsecured 
in an area open to the public. 
Both the receipting and record-
ing of land records and judg-
ments are time critical and the 
clerk must ensure she and the 
staff record all documents in 
the order they receive them. 

Pending recording, the clerk 
places the documents with the 
attached checks in a public 
area for title searchers or other 
member of the public to look 
through as needed;

“• The clerk does not use all 
available error reports from 
the automated system to check 
the work of her and the staff 
to correct errors and omis-
sions. As an example, there is 
a monthly report that shows 
if the clerk properly recorded 
fines and costs for all defen-
dants, which has not been uti-
lized or reviewed timely; 

“• The clerk has neither 
completed annual Unclaimed 
Property and Unclaimed Res-
titution reports since assuming 
office nor escheated the funds 
to the State Treasury. The audi-
tor could not locate the system 
reports detailing “Property 
Unclaimed over One Year” and 
therefore could not determine 
an exact amount of items that 
qualify for escheatment. Fail-
ure to report unclaimed prop-
erty may subject the clerk to 
an interest penalty per Section 
55-210.26:1 of the Code of 
Virginia;

“• The clerk improperly 
charges all civil plaintiffs a $2 
Courthouse Maintenance fee 
without the proper authoriza-
tion of a local statute;

“• The clerk did not properly 
record the change fund on the 
automated system; and

“• The clerk had not cor-
rected many of the posting 
mistakes we noted in the last 
audit and does not appear to 
have sufficient understanding 
of the system to correct those 
items and the new errors noted 
during the audit. 

“The issues above could 
result in a breakdown of con-
trols, which could result in loss 
of funds to the Commonwealth 
and private citizens, and liabil-
ity to the Clerk.”

The previous audit cited 
similar procedural errors, 
but the delayed deposit of a 
$61,000 trust fund check that 
led to Booth writing a personal 
check for $1,862 to pay for lost 
interest was the most obvious. 
The trust fund check that was 
not deposited and was found 
by the first audit was from 
“before” her appointment, said 
Booth.

“That was a check from 
before I was here,” said Booth. 
“Katherine St. Lawrence (the 
auditor from the first audit) told 
me it was my error and I had to 
pay it. That was my money. I 
am very careful now.”

“Clerks are personally liable 
for lost funds,” said Walter 
Kucharski, the Auditor of 
Public Accounts in Virginia. 
“That is why she had to write 
that check. We try to help as 
much as we can when we do 
the audits. She is new. It is 
going to take her a while to 
understand the processes. But 
if things are not any different 
by the third audit, there would 
be some serious problems to 
deal with. However, there is 
not much anybody can do until 
the next election.”

Other than a rarely used 
election recall procedure to 
remove her from office and 
personal responsibility for lost 
revenue it seems that Booth 
faces little consequence for 
her alleged faulty procedures. 
According to the code of Vir-
ginia, an elected official may 
be removed from office by the 
circuit court “upon petition” 
for “neglect of duty, misuse of 
office or incompetence in the 
performance of duties.”  

Booth was appointed clerk 
in January 2007 when J. Steve 
Thomas retired after 31 years. 
She was elected to the office 
the next fall and is serving an 
eight-year term. She said that 
at 62, she would not be seeking 
re-election to the office. Booth 
had been deputy clerk since 

KILMARNOCK—In its 
second year, the Second Hand 
Santa Sale has proved popular 
among early holiday shoppers 
and successful for the Rappa-
hannock General Hospital Vol-
unteer Auxiliary, the sponsor 
and beneficiary.

The sale, which featured new 
and used holiday items, was 
held for three days at the former 
Rappahannock Tractor in Kil-
marnock. David Cheek of Kil-
marnock Body Shop donated 
the use of the building for the 
sale and items were stored 
throughout the year in a build-
ing donated by David Jones of 
Connemara Corporation.

“Without the support of the 
community and the donations, 

we never would have been able 
to do this,” said auxiliary presi-
dent Linda Cales. “We’d like to 
thank everybody for all their 
support throughout the year.”

The auxiliary raised more 
than $1,500 at the first sale last 
season, and expects to do better 
this year.

The auxiliary also will spon-
sor a Christmas Bazaar in con-
junction with the Tree of Lights 
ceremony at the hospital on 
Wednesday, December 1. The 
bazaar will be held from 2 to 
7 p.m.  The tree lighting cer-
emony will begin at 5 p.m.

A handbag and luggage sale 
will be held at the hospital 
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
December 2. 

Sandra Evans fills her basket with Christmas decorations 
during last weekend’s Second Hand Santa Sale. Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

Early Christmas shoppers
embrace another benefit sale

State audit finds fault with Northumberland Clerk 
1976 prior to her appointment.

She is not guilty of any 
“misuse of public funds,” said 
Booth. She is working to cor-
rect the issues raised in the 
audits and is in contact with 
the Department of Judicial 
Services to get help with train-
ing in procedural matters, she 
added. 

“They (auditors) wrote me 
up on the things they have in 
the report,” said Booth. “I’ve 
had the court analyst come 
down and they will be back on 
December 10.”

Paul DeLosh is the director of 
the Department of Judicial Ser-
vices, an office of the Executive 
Secretary of the State Supreme 
Court. He said his office has 
“no supervisory authority” over 
the the 120 court clerks state-
wide, but provides any “train-
ing and guidance” needed by 
them. Members of his depart-
ment have visited Booth in 
January 2007, September 2008, 
June 2010 and are scheduled 
to return on December 10, he 
said. 

“We are always here ready to 

assist,” said DeLosh. “We are 
going down to resolve some 
issues. We will help her with 
understanding and reviewing 
financial reports and transac-
tions.”

DeLosh could not comment 
on what consequences Booth 
might face if she doesn’t cor-
rect her mistakes.

Northumberland County 
administrator Kenny Eades 
also said he would not com-
ment on the issue because she 
is an elected official.

However, Northumberland 
County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jane Wrightson said 
she wanted to make it clear 
that from her prosecutorial 
view the issues raised by the 
audit report are not criminal, 
but more a matter of improper 
bookkeeping.

“The findings of the audit 
indicate that record keeping 
needs to be improved, but there 
is no suggestion of any wrong-
doing by anyone in the clerk’s 
office,” said Wrightson. “That 
sort of thing is not unique to 
Booth.”

Capitol visit
Sen. Richard H. Stuart of Montross met with constituents in 
the senate office building November 16 in Richmond. After 
lunch in the senate office building he provided a private tour 
of the renovated state capitol. From left are Charlie Pruett, 
Dorien Toleman, Sen. Stuart, Barbara Oestreich and Phillip 
“Ace” Oestriech.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Two and a half years after starting in gradu-
ate school at Georgetown University, the 

chairman of the history department assigned 
me to teach the second half of Western Civi-
lization. One of the professors in the depart-
ment had suffered a stroke, and his classes had 
to be fi lled, thus began my teaching career. 
The following year I had the class for both 
terms. I was less than fi ve years older than 
the students, and whether motivated by fear or 
respect, they never caused me any problems. 
Well, almost none.

A boy from New Jersey, by the name of 
John Z., had an aversion to taking examina-
tions. The fi rst time I assigned a test he did 
not appear, later telephoning me to say that he 
had been ill. I suppose back then I was awfully 
gullible, or perhaps simply naïve, but I forgave 
him, and let him take a make-up in my offi ce.

That incident began a pattern that ensued 
for both semesters. I think the writers of the 
movie, “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” drew on 
John Z. for inspiration. Following tests never 
failed to produce creative excuses from John 
Z. His grandmother was taken sick and he had 
to rush to New Jersey to be at her bedside. 
Happily, she recovered. The power had gone 
off in his dorm and he had been unable to read 

in the dark.  He was disoriented after playing 
basketball. He came up with a new one each 
time.

The list simply did not end. I had a hun-
dred students, and did not have time to hold 
a court of inquiry to document the untruths 
that I knew he was articu-
lating. Could I have asked 
for gasoline receipts from 
the New Jersey Turnpike? 
Handwritten medical attes-
tation from his doctor? 
A clipping from the local 
news column of the weekly 
newspaper with the good 
news that his grandmother 
was well on the mend?  

Quite simply, I did not 
have the energy to check out his bogus tales, 
although each time I told him I should not 
countenance another alibi, and that he must 
take the next test. Apparently, that put him in 
an even greater panic mode and the follow-
ing test was preceded by a telephone call to 
my home at 7:30 a.m. from a young man who 
introduced himself as John Z.’s roommate.  

This individual apologized for calling me at 
so early an hour, and began to regale me with 

John’s all-night illness, and his having had to 
take him to the infi rmary suffering with seri-
ous internal disruptions, and wait many hours 
for word that he was going to pull through 
before returning to their dorm. Once more I 
relented, and told the roommate to have him 

see me, but only after 
he had recovered fully. 
I certainly did not want 
to contract his malady.

The new system 
appealed to John and 
he did not call me 
again. His roommate 
did. The same old lame 
duck stories, John must 
have thought, could be 
given new life if cor-

roborated by a third party. The roommate’s 
earnestness was most impressive, and I began 
to think I knew him, although we never met 
in person. 

On it went, with John taking the exams when 
he wanted, until I told him that henceforth, no 
exam, no grade. That led to his appearance in 
ashen color, obviously scared to his bones, 
shaking as he sat down to take the next test. 
Incidentally, he was a pre-med student; I won-

dered if he planned to go into psychiatry.
The year ended, and John and I never 

crossed paths again. Two years later I saw him 
at graduation as he received his undergradu-
ate degree and I fi nished graduate school. The 
following year I spent on a fellowship and 
then went to teach in Alabama. After my fi rst 
year there, when I came home to the Northern 
Neck, I wanted to give my parents a treat as a 
way of thanking them for helping me with my 
education.

I decided to take them on a cruise from 
Norfolk to Puerto Rico and we sailed on the 
Cunard Adventurer. Two days out to sea I was 
swimming in the pool, and began chatting 
with another swimmer. I did not get his name, 
nor he mine. In the course of the conversa-
tion we found that we each were graduates of 
Georgetown University. I told him that I had 
majored in history.  

He replied, “When I was a sophomore I had 
a roommate who could not take a history test, 
and he would have me call his teacher, a guy 
named Hull, with all sorts of excuses. I told 
that man a big pack of lies for a whole term. 
I’d die if I ever met him face-to-face.”

I responded, “Start saying your prayers.”
Happy Thanksgiving to all! 

That incident began a pat-
tern that ensued for both 
semesters. I think the writers 
of the movie, “Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off,” drew on John Z. 
for inspiration.

Focal Point

During a visit to the Northern Neck, Logan Clarke of 
Bullock, N.C., plays with a praying mantis.

Photo by John Nelson 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Gobble, gobble.
Talking turkey, it’s actually 

the male turkey that gobbles 
during mating season, most 
often when they hear a noise 
or settle in for the night. The 
female voices more of a cluck. 

Males are called toms. 
Females are hens and hens are 
attracted by the gobble. Baby 
turkeys are poults. A large 
group of turkeys make a fl ock.

A turkey less than 16 weeks 
old is called a fryer. A turkey 
between 5 and 7 months is a 
roaster. A 12-month-old turkey 
is a yearling. Any turkey 15 
months or older is mature.

A domesticated male turkey 
can reach a weight of 30 
pounds within 18 weeks of 
hatching. The heaviest turkey 
ever raised was 86 pounds. 

Annually, 90 percent of 
Americans enjoy a turkey 
dinner at Thanksgiving. The 
average weight of a Thanks-
giving bird is 15 pounds. 
More than 45 million turkeys 
are cooked and 675 million 
pounds of turkey are eaten 
during Thanksgiving.

For 2010, more than 242 
million turkeys will be raised 
with an average liveweight 
per bird of 28 pounds. Nearly 
6 billion pounds of turkey 
will be processed. Sales are 
expected to reach $4.18 bil-
lion.

In Virginia, turkeys are the 
number four cash crop, bring-
ing $215.4 million, according 
to most recent statistics. Vir-
ginia raises 17 million birds, 
producing a total of 448.8 mil-
lion pounds. There are more 
than 280 turkey farms in the 
Commonwealth. Rockingham 
County is the nation’s second 
largest turkey-producing 
county and Virginia ranks fi fth 
nationwide in turkey produc-
tion.

A 15-pound turkey is about 
70 percent white meat and 30 
percent dark meat.

Turkey is low in fat and high 
in protein. Turkey has more 
protein than chicken or beef. 
Turkey also is lower in choles-
terol than beef. White meat has 
fewer calories, less fat and less 
cholesterol than dark meat.

The white meat contains 
about 225 calories per one-cup 
serving and 5.2 grams of fat.

Older toms taste better than 
young and younger hens taste 
better than older ones and sau-
erkraut greatly enhances the 
fl avor of turkey.

They say turkeys have an 
excellent sense of taste. They 
can see in color with excel-
lent acuity and a wide fi eld of 
vision, except at night. They 
have no visible ears, but a keen 
sense of hearing, and they 
have a poor sense of smell. 
But how does anyone really 
know?

This is where I usually 
remind folks to share their 
Thanksgiving turkey. In the 
past I’ve requested white meat 
with a little salt and pepper 
and a slab of butter between 
two slices of white bread. 

This year, forget the bread. 
Throw in some sauerkraut. 
Bag it, put my name on the 
bag and drop it in the mail slot 
at 27 North Main Street in Kil-
marnock.

Thanks for giving.

(Reprints from the November 25, 1910, issue of the Vir-
ginia Citizen)

Items Of Interest
The biggest pine tree in Rappahannock County was cut 

down last week. It measured 108 feet of log and made 3,840 
feet of No. 1 marketable lumber.

The biggest apple ever grown in England brought $70 the 
other day. It weighed two pounds and three ounces, was five 
inches high and five inches thick.

The German carp, while excessively particular in its arti-
cles of diet, is fond of corn. A 25-pounder was caught in the 
Potomac recently with a hook, baited with a grain of corn.

What’s the good of knowing each other in Heaven when 
we so soon forget each other here on earth? If the world 
isn’t better for your having lived in it, it will be a little 
better after you get out of it.

Irvington
W. McDonald Lee is in Richmond on business matters.
Lucy Kirkmyer has a position in drug-store in Norfolk.
Miss Majorie George is visiting Mrs. Chas. Palmer at 

Fleeton.
William J. Haynie left Monday  night to teach school at 

Waxhaw, N.C.
Miss Etna George, of Fisherman, is visiting Mrs. W. G. 

Dunton.
Capt. Chas. Haydon, of Norfolk, is spending this week 

with relatives here.
Mrs. R. S. Mitchell and little Carter spent some days last 

week with relatives in upper Lancaster.

White Stone
Rev. C. A. Hall attended Baptist Association in Roanoke.
Miss Eoline Williams is heading a penny movement for 

village improvements.
Val. Brown is at home occasionally, though still engaged 

at the Irvington fish factory.
G. R. Dunton was here Wednesday on route to Irvington 

on business.
A calf seven weeks old shipped to Baltimore last week by 

Z. T. Taylor sold for $21.
Come to our “Tom Thumb wedding” Friday night of next 

week.

Iberis
Miss Lavenia Dogges,who holds a position in Durham, 

N.C., arrived at her home near here last week to recuper-
ate, having been operated on twice for appendicitis since 
August.

Misses Mollie Walters and Henrietta Robinson, of Kil-
marnock, have been spending some time at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. D. Brown.

Rev. J. C. Dogges preached to a large crowd at White 
Marsh Sunday before last, his theme being the Holy City, as 
described in the twenty-first chapter of Revelations.

L. O. Fowler & Bro. are adding on to their oyster house.
U. C. Hazzard has opened up a new oyster shucking house 

at Maston’s old wharf.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Halton, of Northumberland, spent 

from Friday until Sunday at the home of Mrs. Holton’s par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. J. I. Carney.

Mrs. Hines and little son, Sam, are on a visit to friends 
and relatives in Baltimore.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

I was interested to see that 
in his column November 17, 
Del. Pollard essentially wrote 
King George County out of 
the Northern Neck despite all 
historical precedent. Histori-
cally, Stafford County has been 
included as well.

Further, he seems to attach 
little importance to keeping 
his King George and Caroline 
County constituents in District 
99 upon redistricting.

While I differ with him 
on these points, I am fully in 
accord with the thrust of his 
argument, that the counties 
of the Northern Neck should 
remain together in the same 
legislative district because of 
long-standing historical ties 
and commonality of interests.

I testifi ed to that effect to the 
General Assembly on the occa-
sion of the last redistricting in 
2001.

Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

Drawing the line

On October 6, President 
Barack Obama signed into law 
Rosa’s Law.

Rosa’s Law will change ref-
erences in federal law from 
“mental retardation” to “intel-
lectual disability,” and refer-
ences to a “mentally retarded 
individual” to an “individual 
with an intellectual disability.”

The General Assembly took 
a similar step two years ago 
after advocacy groups and 
individuals with disabilities 
called for the removal of the 
“R” word from the Code of 
Virginia.

Before the federal or state 
government acted, the Middle 
Peninsula Northern Neck 
Community Services Board’s 
Mental Retardation Division 
changed its name to the Divi-
sion of Community Options. 
The Division was one of the 
fi rst in the state to make this 
name change. The Division of 
Community Options has mul-
tiple programs and services 
that assist citizens of our com-
munity that have intellectual 
disabilities.

As one advocate put it, 
“Labels are for soup cans, not 
people.”

The removal of this word 
from our government lan-
guage is certainly a signifi cant 
step. However, even more sig-
nifi cant will be the day when 
it will no longer be part of our 
everyday language.

The day when the average 
citizen stops using the “R” 
word or when our children 
and adolescents stop using 
it as a derogatory descriptor 
of a person, the day when it 
will not roll easily off of our 
tongues but rather all of us will 
be aware of the hurt that it can 
cause and so we will lock it 
away somewhere in that place 
in our brains where those kinds 
of words stay forever, now that 
day will most defi nitely be sig-
nifi cant.

Words can be helpful or 
hurtful. We all know the dif-
ference. Labels are for soups 
cans not people.

Lynnie J. McCrobie, LCSW,
Director of Community 

Options Division,
Middle Peninsula Northern Neck

Community Services Board

Labels are for soup 
cans, not people

A presidential commission 
has recently defi ned some 
actions to help reduce the defi -
cit. One of these recommenda-
tions, as reported in the media, 
is to eliminate the Social Secu-
rity tax so that employees will 
have more take-home pay, and 
to make up the difference with 
a national sales tax. 

I thought the most impor-
tant issue today is the 9 percent 
unemployment. Unemployed 
people don’t pay any Social 
Security taxes because they 
have no income, but they must 

Are we to tax
the unemployed?

This letter is a “Salute” to the 
Editor and all the staff members 
at the Rappahannock Record 
for the recognition given our 
Veterans in your November 10, 
2010 issue.

It was an enormous task, and 
one that was done extremely 
well. Thank you very much!

Carroll Davis Jr.,
Greensboro, N.C.

Salute to the Record

still buy things to survive. So 
wouldn’t this be a tax on the 
unemployed? What am I miss-
ing here?

 Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

A time to 
say Thanks

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to 
express gratitude to a person or organization that has 
been helpful to them this year. Here are their letters: 

I am thankful for you, mom 
and dad, because you are my 
life, you are my parents, you 
are my forever, you are my love 
and you are my everything.

Ethan Eppihimer,
White Stone

Thanks for 
mom and dad

I am thankful for everything 
that God does for me and gives 
me every day.

I am also thankful for my 
health and amazing family.

Lisa Eppihimer,
White Stone

Thanks for everything

As winter approaches, 53 
cats, 206 dogs and one horse 
now have warm, loving homes 
so far this year because of citi-
zens who: 

• Are proud new owners of 
loving animals. 

• Gave fi nancial and yard sale 
donations to enable the county 
to give the best medical care 
available for our four-legged 
friends. 

• Volunteer tirelessly to keep 
the shelter clean, inviting and 
well managed. 

• Volunteer at the yard sale to 
earn funds for the needs of the 
animals. 

• Foster animals in their 
homes.

To all, Happy Thanksgiv-
ing. You have meant so much 
to these precious creatures.

 Fran Warren,
Northumberland County 

Animal Shelter

Thanks for those
who adopt animals

Thank you, Rappahan-
nock General Hospital Home 
Health nurses and therapists, 
for your care of our patients, 
temporarily or permanently 
homebound. Your clinical 
insight and dedication is such 
a benefi t to our patients and 
their families. Thank you for 
going the extra mile.

 Thank you Hospice  Nurses 
for your compassionate care of 
our patients and their families 
during the diffi cult but  pre-
cious end of life moments. 

Thank you Rescue Squads 
for your safe and timely trans-
port.  Neither rain, nor sleet, 
nor snow nor wind deter you. 
What a crucial part of our 
local medical community you 
are.

Bay Internists,
Kilmarnock 

Thanks for 
medical support

I am proud to be the pastor of 
the Mila-Wicomico Charge of the 
United Methodist Church. Mila 
has 41 members and Wicomico 
has 17.  The average attendance is 
between 25 and 30 people for each 
Sunday worship service. This is 
God working in just a few.

 I am proud of all the commu-
nity ministries that the churches 
are doing: a food pantry and 
clothes closet open on the fi rst 
and third Wednesdays of each 
month;  a Care Bear Ministry for 
those who are sick, homebound, 
or having surgery; a Children’s 
Need Ministry, fi fth Sunday 
celebrations with special music 
by local talents, of which there 
are many; concerts, with much 
thanks to the Community Singers 
and Jerry Jones Ministry; fund-
raisers; community awareness 
programs such as gang aware-
ness and prison ministry aware-
ness, and the 150th Anniversary 
Cookbook by Wicomico, which 
are now on sale; and the list goes 
on and on.

 All these ministries are done 
fi rst, for God’s glory, and to reach 
those with a helping hand. We 
could not have done all that we do 
without our community support-
ers.  So this letter is a big thank 
you to our community and the 
way they are supporting us.

 May God continue to bless 
you and your family this wonder-
ful time of year.

 The Rev. Donna Marie Blythe,
Mila-Wicomico Charge

Thanks for
community support

Hi, my name is Nicholas 
Wohleking. I belong to Boy 
Scout troop 242. I would like 
to thank everyone in the Kil-
marnock area who participated 
in our food drive. Thank you 
again and God bless you.

Nicholas Wohleking,
Kilmarnock

  

Thanks for food
drive support
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LANCASTER COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEDICATION OF THE LANCASTER COUNTY 

JUDICIAL CENTER
On Monday, November 29, 2010 beginning at 5 
p.m. the Lancaster County Board of Supervisors will 
conduct a dedication ceremony for the new Judicial 
Center located at 8265 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, 
Virginia All members of the public are cordially invited 
to attend.

At 7 p.m. the same evening the Board of Supervisors 
will conduct its regularly scheduled monthly meeting 
in the lobby of the new judicial center            Nov. 10-3t
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©2008-2010 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home 
office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered 
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer non-Nationwide homeowners 
insurance products only in FL.

Switch to Nationwide®    now, and together  
we’ll help build a policy that’s right for you.

Why get typical home
insurance when you could
have it TAILORED?

Call me for a quote today

Doug Wilt 
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477

 

Recognize these young veterans?
They’re among hundreds of local residents pictured in the 

“Salute to Our Veterans”
published in the Record on November 10, 2010. 

In case you need help with the names, we have hundreds 
of extra copies available for just 75¢ each.

Rappahannock Record
27 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock

Veterans: Do we still have the photos you loaned us for this feature? They 
are now available for pick up in our office during regular business hours. 

I am thankful for you mom 
and dad because you are my 
life, my parents, my forever, 
my love and my everything.

Savannah Eppihimer,
White Stone

Thanks for parents

I am thankful for my cat, 
Layla; Lyn Conley, my teacher; 
my ballet tights and my ballet 
teacher, Miss Linda. 

I am thankful that Indians 
and Pilgrims created Thanks-
giving, thankful for my mommy 
and Cody, daddy and Amy, my 
warm bed and my house, my 
mommy making me cook-
ies, my aunt Bonnie and uncle 
Glenn; my cousin Rachel and 
the big guy, and our store, S.F. 
Barnes in Reedville. 

I am thankful for God making 
the earth and the fl owers; that 
I live in America because it’s 
beautiful, and that I can whis-
tle. 

I am thankful for my brother, 
Traniell, my sister, Lexi, my 
grandparents, Bobba, Pa-Pa, 
Grandmom, Grandpop, Ms. 
Diane, Great Grandma and Big 
Bobba; and my Barbies. 

I am thankful for the food 
I have to eat because some 
people don’t have food; for 
Daddy Rog, my blankie; that 
God is in my heart; Mr. Barnes; 
my clothes and hair bows; that 
God made me; my DVD player 
and my movies and for spend-
ing Thanksgiving with every-
one I love.

Destiny Boles, 5,
White Stone

Several months ago, we dis-
covered the kindness of strang-
ers when we least expected it. 

We were suddenly faced with 
great hardship  and in the begin-
ning it felt like our world had 
just been turned upside down. 
Living in such a close-knit com-
munity, our wonderful support 
system of family and friends 
gave us the strength to make 
it through. We truly appreciate 
all the words of encouragement 
that we received.

Even in the darkest hour, 
light shines through, and it did, 
through others’ generosity. We 
never felt that we were deserv-
ing of such a gift. Never in our 
wildest dreams did we think 
that someone cared about us 
that much, to give so much of 
themselves. For this, we thank 
you from the bottom of our 
hearts.  

We believe that all things 
happen for a reason, and this 
lesson was apparent to us. It 
showed us the importance of 
spending time with family, 
enjoying every day for the gift 
it is, and being thankful for 
what we have. We may not have 
said it in September, but now 
can say we are in a better place 
than before.

The Brent Family: 
Matt, Tara, Reagan and Parker, 

Kilmarnock

Angels unaware, that’s the 
best way to describe the out-
pouring of kindness and sup-
port given by neighbors Joe 
and Charlene Zosh of the Cor-
rottoman section of Lancaster.

Their neighborly deeds began 
long before my husband and 
I relocated to Northern Neck 
temporarily last year. Our rela-
tives, the late Avon and Willie 
Mae  Carter, were  in hospice 
care for some time and Mr. and 
Mrs. Zosh bestowed upon them 
such love, time and commit-
ment.  

Our relatives have now 
passed and Joe and Charlene 
have taken upon themselves to 
continue the legacy of neigh-
borly love. They answer before 
my husband and I call for help. 
Some would say its  uncanny, I 
would say divine. 

When we have had a need 
for wood, wood would mysteri-
ously appear under our porch. 
Vegetables, preserves and tools 
have also appeared. When we 
tried to repay, we were scolded 
and told “you better not.” We 
tried our hand at gardening 
with their instructions but we 
got more laughs than produce.

Living in the Northern Neck, 
after living in urban and sub-
urban areas most of our lives, 
took some getting used to, but 
there was always a phone call, 
an email, or visit that let us 
know we were not alone. We 
were among “angels unaware” 
that took “love thy neighbor” 
wholeheartedly. 

Hebrews 13:2- “Be not for-
getful to entertain strangers: 
for thereby some have enter-
tained angels unaware.”

Fletcher and Alice Brown,
Lancaster

How do I even begin to thank 
you, Pete and Ginny, for every-
thing you’ve done for the kids 
and me this past year? Mere 
words aren’t enough to express 
the eternal gratitude that I have 
for the unwavering and uncon-
ditional support that you’ve 
provided us. Please accept this 
tiny token of my appreciation.

Our family has had to face 
some unique challenges this 
year; however, because of the 
love and strength that you’ve 
given we’ve been able to do so 
with confi dence. 

You’ve provided me with a 
lifeline in the face of a storm. 
Not everyone would be willing 
to take on a hormonal pregnant 
woman, a toddler, and a baby, 
but you were willing to do so. 
You opened your home, your 
hearts, and sacrifi ced your time 
for us. You’ve gone above and 
beyond the call of duty. 

No matter how humble you 
may be about what you’ve 
done, know that I’m incredibly 
thankful for your boundless 
generosity. You both epitomize 
what it means to be selfl ess 
individuals and are extraordi-
nary people. I’m truly blessed 
and honored to be your daugh-
ter-in-law. I don’t say it enough, 
but thank you from the bottom 
of my heart.

Michele Clay,
White Stone

On November 9, students 
from our county elementary 
and middle schools came to 
help members of the Chesa-
peake Bay Garden Club put 
into place over 1,300 bulbs for 
the daffodil garden. The garden 
is being developed by the club 
to honor Northumberland 
County students past, present 
and future.

We want to tell everyone 
what a wonderful experience 
it was to work with the stu-
dents and staff. From the lit-
tlest pre-K children who gently 
placed the bulbs in the des-
ignated places to the middle 
school students who brought 
wheelbarrow loads of mulch to 
cover the bulbs, their behavior 
and attitude were exemplary. 
We can be proud of Northum-
berland students as well as 
the staff led by superintendent 
Clint Stables.

It was fantastic to see and feel 
the exceptional cooperation of 
principals, teachers and bus 
drivers. The day went smoothly 
even in the chilly wind that 
morning. The members of the 
CBGC want to express our sin-
cere thanks to everyone who 
made our day such a memo-
rable experience. 

If you drive by the area 
you will wonder at its shape. 

For many years now, our 
family of four would make 
the yearly trek from southwest 
Florida to Kilmarnock to visit 
my husband’s parents. 

We quickly fell in love with 
the town and prayed for several 
years to one day move here per-
manently.

We listed our house in 
Venice, Fla., in September and 
when it sold in 33 days, a mir-
acle in this economy, we knew 
this was “meant to be.” 

I would like to thank Bob and 
Sarah, the best in-laws in the 
world, for opening their house 
to us until we are able to fi nd 
our forever home, and thank 
my Lord Jesus Christ for his 
perfect timing, faithful friends 
who gave us a lovely send-off, a 
wonderful town full of friendly 
folks and great thrift stores, 
and the beautiful autumn that I 
have missed for so long. With 
an ever grateful heart,

Christine Donovan-Soderlund,
Kilmarnock

This is my list of things for 
which to be thankful and grate-
ful.

I’m thankful for life lessons 
that result in wisdom I can 
share to help  guide another. 

I’m thankful for the gift of 
choice.

I’m thankful for friendship 
that doesn’t question a 3 a.m. 
phone call.

I’m thankful for love that 
speaks beyond words. 

I’m thankful for memories 
of my children’s silly moments 
and laughter.

I’m thankful for the uncon-
ditional love of my four-legged 
pals.

I’m thankful for the newness 
of everyday.

I’m thankful for the eagle 
that fl ies by the window every 
morning and reminds me of my 
connection to all that is.

I’m thankful for the bigger 
picture.

I’m thankful for the stories 
my grandparents tell me over 
and over again.

I’m thankful someone 
decided pumpkin was a great 
fl avor for ice cream.

I’m thankful that my Dad is 
still as grand as Santa Claus.

Most of all today, I am thank-
ful to have reminded myself of 
all the blessings in my life. 

For this I am eternally grate-
ful.

Deb Fisher,
Weems

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
in Fleeton thanks everyone who 
supported our Oktoberfest on 
October 9.

We thank all who attended and 
those who provided goods and 
services for the event.

We especially want to thank 
American Legion Post 117 in 
Reedville, Farmer’s Supply 
of Burgess, the Fishermen’s 
Museum in Reedville, Eddie 
Barnes of S. F. Barnes General 
Merchandise, Eckhard’s Restau-
rant, Walter Rogers and Paugh’s 
Orchard in Quicksburg. Each of 
these people and organizations 
were very generous and helped to 
make the event a real success.

The Rev. Lynn Holland,
Priest-in-Charge,

St. Mary’s, Fleeton

I am thankful that my parents 
moved to Kilmarnock in 1928, 
and that the only land avail-
able was the land owned by Mr. 
George Noblett Sr. on Irving-
ton Road.

My mother said we could 
walk anywhere we needed to 
go if we lived in Kilmarnock. 
She was right.

Thank God for my life in 
Kilmarnock. I am grateful to 
my parents and relatives for the 
example of kindness, hard work 
and Christian example. I am 
grateful for my only brother, 
two years younger than me.

I am thankful for the Meth-
odist Church where I worshiped 
for many years. I am grateful 
for all the good older people 
who provided guidance, for all 
the playmates with whom I vis-
ited.

I am grateful for my daddy’s 
two sisters who lived in Freder-
icksburg. When I was at Mary 
Washington College, I often 
visited with them on the week-
ends.

With the land my father 
bought from Mr. Noblett, there 
was enough to sell a lot to Bill 
Lee of Lee’s Restaurant. Thank 
God that Bill bought this lot, 
built a nice home and raised 
his family there. I do not know 
what I would do without the 
Lee children. Thank God for 
sending them to us.

I am thankful for 47 years of 
teaching. I am grateful that my 
daddy found enough money to 
send me to Mary Washington 
College during the depression.

Thanks for the Rappahan-

We are so grateful that God has 
given us another Thanksgiving to 
be with our family and friends. 

We are thankful for the kind 
and wonderful people who have 
touched our lives. Thank you, 
Dr. Joyce Cunningham, for being 
there for us during the loss of our 
beloved Mollie.

Thank you, Mary Frances 
Robertson, for all your kindness, 
grooming her and taking care of 
her after her death.

Thank you, Donna Goodman, 
and all the clients at Positive 
Image for caring about us during 
the rough patches in our lives. 

Thank you, Dr. Joe Bessler and 
Dr. Kevin McGrath, for being our 
caring doctors and friends.

Thank you, our good friends, 
Sonny and Joan Thomas, for 
being there, just always being 
there.  

Thank you, Peggy and Pat 
Thomas, for listening and caring.  

Most of all to our children, Todd 
and Craig Rice, Michele Haynie, 
Amy Grubbs and Heidi McNeal, 
without you we just couldn’t and 
wouldn’t want to carry on.  

And to our beloved grandchil-
dren, God has blessed us so much 
for letting you be a part of our 
lives.  

Thanks to our Irvington Baptist 
Church family and to all that have 
touched our lives over the years. 
We wish you a happy and blessed 
Thanksgiving.

Shirley and George McNeal,
Irvington  

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude to a person or organization that has been helpful to them this year. Here are their letters: In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude to a person or organization that has been helpful to them this year. Here are their letters: 

A time to say Thanks
Thanks for
Angels unaware

Thanks for in-laws

Thanks for
students and staff

The fi rst phase of the planned 
garden is done, but there is 
more to come. Just watch.  
The last of the one-per-student 
bulbs will be planted and much 
more.  Then April will come 
with the fl owers for all travelers 
along Route 360 to enjoy.

Joan Clements,
Operation Daffodil chair

Thanks for 
many blessings

Thanks for helping

Thanks for a 
Kilmarnock lifetime

nock Record. My mother sent 
it to me when I want to Mary 
Washington College. Although 
it has changed, it is still the 
Rappahannock Record.

Mary Lee Johnson,
Kilmarnock

Thanks for another 
Thanksgiving

Thanks for 
many things

Thanks for everything
and everyone I love

Thanks for the 
kindness of strangers

I would like to thank the staff 
and parents of children at The 
Learning Center in Kilmar-
nock. Your dedication to qual-
ity childcare and early educa-
tion promises a bright future 
for our children. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you for all of 
your kindness and support.

Thank you to my parents, 
Bill Geier and Kathy Kauff-
man, and to my wonderful hus-
band, Erik Posey, for being so 
supportive of my opening The 
Learning Center. I would never 
have been able to do this with-
out you. I love you. 

Mary Posey,
White Stone

Thanks for supporting
The Learning Center

We are thankful for Diane 
and Roy. Thanksgiving is the 
time to tell you that you all 
are not only good friends and 
neighbors but you are caring, 
loving and also our rescuers.

When our house was fl ooded 
and uninhabitable, you all 
didn’t even think twice about 
offering your home for us to 
stay in. It was so helpful to 
be across the street in order 
to meet insurance adjusters, 
contractors and to just simply 
see our house. Our house took 
over two months to be repaired 
so we can’t imagine what we 
would have done without the 
haven you all so lovingly and 
graciously provided.  

What you all have done for 
us is unsurpassed, yet once 
again you were there when the 
heart attack came. We rushed 
to the hospital where you, Roy, 
followed and you, Diane, kept 
Hershey. Then, you both took 
care of and loved Hershey 
for several days. Upon arriv-
ing home, you provided our 

Thanks for
caring friends

dinner.  
The love, caring and friend-

ship that you all have showered 
on us will always keep you 
close in our hearts.  

We are also thankful for 
Sandy and Jerry. Thanksgiving 
is the time to tell you that you 
all are not only good friends 
but you care about and love us 
like family.

When we had to spend sev-
eral days at a Richmond hos-
pital for a catheterization and 
implants, you all cared for our 
dog in your home.  Even though 
you had a very ill pet of your 

own taking a lot of your time 
and energy, you offered your 
home and care to our dog.

You both are like godparents 
to our dog and your house is 
her second home.  I know you 
love and take care of her as we 
do, freeing us from worry about 
her at this diffi cult time.

The love, caring and friend-
ship that you all always bestow 
on us will always keep you 
close in our hearts.  

In thanksgiving, love and 
prayers.

Dolly and Tony Rabalais,
Kilmarnock

A special thank you to the 
Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal Emergency Room  hospital-
ists Drs. Stalling, Bryant and 
Daffeh, all the nurses and aides 
and staff.  

Mary Ritz,
Weems

Thanks for
emergency care

I’ve been dealing with breast cancer this past year and I am thank-
ful!  

I am thankful for my husband who has been so wonderful through 
all of this. I fell in love with him all over again.  

I am thankful for my adult stepchildren. I knew they liked me,  but 
never really  knew I was loved until this past year. Their outpouring of 
love and caring reduced me to tears.  

I am thankful for many other families and friends at Wesley Church, 
everyone at the Tartan Golf Course, especially my ladies golf group, at 
the YMCA, my volleyball group, and at Girls Night Out. Their prayers, 
offers of help, preparation of meals, and words of encouragement were 
overwhelming and helped me through some tough times.

I am also  thankful for my surgeon, Dr. Oltermann and his staff, for 
Dr. Daffee  at Rappahannock General Hospital when I was hospital-
ized for two weeks last year, my oncologists and all the wonderful 
nurses at RGH Oncology Center. I always felt confi dent in their care 
and glad they were here for me in the Northern Neck. How could I not 
be thankful?

Peggy Sevila,
White Stone

Thanks for help in cancer fi ght
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 Customer Appreciation Day is Bank of Lancaster’s and Bay Trust Company’s way of saying 
thank you for your support. Throughout the year it has been our pleasure to serve you, and we 
look forward to continuing our relationship.

As a special gift to you, when you stop by to say hello on Tuesday, Dec. 7th, please accept our 
beautiful 2011 Bank of Lancaster calendar. Featuring local images selected from 246 entries, the 
calendar is truly a reflection of our area.

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS,
THANK  YOU

 BURGESS • CALLAO • COLONIAL BEACH • HEATHSVILLE • KILMARNOCK • MONTROSS • WARSAW • WHITE STONE 

 2011 Bank of Lancaster Calendar cover image by Carey Turner

 CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY
Tuesday, December 7th from 9 am - 2 pm 

All Bank of Lancaster Offi ces & Bay Trust Company   •    Refreshments

 Customer Care Center: (804) 435-1171 • 1-800-435-1140
www.bankofl ancaster.com

®

 (804) 435-4137 • 1-888-266-6880
w www.baytrust.com

AmericAn Legion AuxiLiAry unit 86
invites you to

Lunch with Santa 2010
Hot Dogs & Chips, Cookies & Drinks

at Legion Hall-Waverly Ave.
Kilmarnock

Sat., Dec. 4 • 11am–1pm
Gift Shop for Children only

50¢ each item
         Hot Dogs donated by Tri-Star Supermarket

FREE

All are 

invited

FREE

Holiday
Greetings

in the
     Rappahannock Record
Our special Christmas Greetings section will 
be published in the December 23 issue of the 

Rappahannock Record.
It is filled with special Season’s Greetings ads 
to our readers from area businesses and your 
friends and neighbors. Plan now to be a part 

of this special section.

Rappahannock Record
435-1701 • Fax: 435-2632 
email: mail@rrecord.com

December

Deadline  16
for

Holiday Greetings 
and

Santa Letters

Thanks for
good neighbors

I would like to thank my 
neighbors Bill and Judy Gill-
man for everything they have 
done for me.

They have done so much. 
They mowed my lawn  all 
summer long. They have 
driven me to Richmond numer-
ous times to visit my husband 
who had a heart attack and then 
was in rehab for months. They 
always refused to accept money 
for gas although they are not 
wealthy. Not only did they take 
time out of their day to drive 
me back and forth, they also 
took me to dinner on the way 
home.

They have always invited me 
over to enjoy their company 
so I wouldn’t be alone. They 
have faxed forms for me when 
my husband’s disability checks 
stopped because the doctor’s 
offi ce was late fi lling out the 
forms.

I am extremely thankful for 
everything and the kindness 
they have shown me. Everyone 
should be so lucky as to have 
neighbors like Bill and Judy 
Gillman.

Maryann Stanek
Reedville

Thanks for
caring people

What a caring community 
we live in.

I was walking towards my 
car near Grace Church when I 
caught my toe and pitched for-
ward down and hard. A pass-
ing car called out, “Are you all 
right?”

I was unable to answer at that 
moment but was indeed heart-

Thanks for the support
At this time, I again would like to express the gratitude and 

joy I feel for all the people I have had the good fortune to 
meet and work with in creating a treasure.

It has been a true pleasure working side by side with so 
many talented and gifted artisans, accomplished business-
men, teachers and a full array of experienced and skilled 
professionals.

With this team of devoted and giving, a truly amazing gem 
was created and flourishes here in the Northern Neck. The 
Steamboat Era Museum tells important local history for all 
to experience and it tells it well. It has been an honor to be a 
part of the development of such a valuable resource.

Thank you all for your dedicated gift of time and talent to 
create, sustain, and build a future for this jewel. I look for-
ward to a vibrant new year.

Terri Thaxton, executive director,
Steamboat Era Museum

Thanks for Jesus,
family, country

Bianca, 16, Sarah, 11, and 
Nicholas, 8, are  especially 
thankful this Thanksgiving for 
Jesus Christ being Our Lord, 
for our family, and for love of 
our country.

The Wohleking family,
Kilmarnock

Thanks for
educational
endeavors

Thank you to the teachers 
and staff at Northern Neck 
Montessori School for the love 
and  care you give our stu-
dents.  

 Thank you YMCA for gra-
ciously opening your gym to 
the Northern Neck Montess-
sori School’s fi eld day. What 
an awesome back-up rain plan 
that you allowed to happen on 
the  spur of the moment!

Patricia Monge-Meberg,
Weems

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude to a person or organization that has been 
helpful to them this year. Here are their letters: 

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude to a person or organization that has been 

A time to say Thanks

ened. The next thing I know, 
cars pulled to the curb and I 
had a caring team around me 
anxious to help. Though they 
suggested the Rescue Squad or 
911, I knew I was still whole 
even with a lot of bloody evi-
dence.

In minutes I was ready to 
right myself and a strong young 
man gave me an arm (and back) 
and was able to get me upright. 
All the ladies gathered around 
were most supportive and help-
ful.

While not knowing my bene-
factors, I hope they all see 
this letter expressing my great 
thanks to all. The doctor reports 
that I will be fi ne, if a bit sore.

My point, again, is to remind 
everyone what a wonderful 
place we live in when folks will 
run to assist one who is down.

Suzy Stephens,
Irvington

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com

Attention Readers

Submit your inter-
esting photos captur-
ing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, 
subject line Focal Point. 
Please include a brief 
description, the name of 
the photographer, and 
phone number or email 
address.


