
6 56525 10491 6

Business............................C7-8
Calendar...............................B2
Churches..........................B5-8
Classified.........................D1-5

Directory..............................D7
Notices.................................D6
Obituaries.............................B7
Opinion.............................A6-8

Police...................................A3
Schools...............................C6
Sports..............................C1-5
Upcoming..........................B1-4

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
A fall Saturday in Reedville
Join photographer Starke Jett at RRecord.com as 
he visits a Veterans Day service, a winter market 
and an oyster roast.
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Oyster roast sells out
Virginia State Waterman’s Association president Ken Smith and his 
grandson Ryder Smith, 2, dig into a raw oyster at the sold-out 21st annual 
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum Oyster Roast November 13 in Reedville. 
“The weather was perfect,” said museum director Katrina Lawrimore. “We 
could not have been more fortunate. People were here from all over the 
place.” More than 150 volunteers served 1,000 ticket holders 160 bushels of 
raw and roasted oysters, barbeque, hot dogs, clam chowder, soda, beer and 
wine. The fund-raiser is a “major part of the museum budget” and averages 
nearly $20,000 every year, she said. More photos appear at RRecord.com. 
Photo by Starke Jett

From left, Zoey Nonnemaker, Jacob Taft, Rachael Taft, Ellie Franklin and Lily Reihs help pack some of the more 
than 100 Christmas shoe boxes donated by members of Morattico Baptist Church for Operation Christmas Child.  
Photo by Starke Jett

Community effort to spread
Christmas hope is under way
A community-wide effort in Lancaster, Northumber-

land and Middlesex counties to spread Christmas 
hope worldwide is gaining momentum this week.

The local collection deadline for Operation Christmas 
Child is November 22. The effort is part of a national 
drive sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse.

As churches, civic organizations and citizen volunteers 
pack shoe boxes with toys, school supplies and hygiene 
items, for distribution to children around the world, a 
benefit concert is planned.

The White Stone Church of the Nazarene will host its 
first community showcase concert featuring talent from 
area churches Saturday, November 20. The church also 
serves at the local distribution center.

The event will begin with a dessert social at 6:30 p.m. 

at the White Stone Church of the Nazarene Family Life 
Center at 57 Whisk Drive near White Stone. The concert 
will follow at 7 p.m. 

The cost of admission is a donated item for Operation 
Christmas Child shoe boxes, according to White Stone 
Church of the Nazarene children’s pastor Kathy Smith. 
The entire community is invited.

The church also will celebrate the power of giving at 
a shoe box packing party and pot-luck lunch Sunday, 
November 21, immediately following morning worship. 

Shoe boxes may be dropped at the Family Life Center 
from 5 to 7 p.m. November 18 and 19, 9 a.m. to noon 
and 6 to 8 p.m. November 20; 6 to 8 p.m. November 21; 
and 9 to 11 a.m. November 22. Call 435-9886 for a spe-
cial drop-off time. 

Thanksgiving is a time to count one’s 
blessings and give thanks for friends, 
neighbors or special groups who have 
made a difference in one’s life.

In this spirit, the Rappahannock 
Record will print, at no charge, “thank-
you” letters from Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland residents and visitors in its 
Thanksgiving issue of November 24.

The letters must be brief and to the 
point, and the letter writer’s name, com-
munity of residence and phone number 
must accompany each letter. The phone 
number will not be published.

The thank-you letters must be brief 
(200 words or less). Longer letters will 
be subject to editing. 

If the Record receives more letters 

than it can publish, a sampling of the 
letters will be printed and others will be 
placed on our website, RRecord.com.

You may email letters to editor@rre-
cord.com, fax them to 804-435-2632, or 
drop them off at the Record office at 27 
North Main Street in Kilmarnock.

The deadline for submitting the letters 
is Monday, November 22, at noon.

Early deadlines
The Record also will observe early 

deadlines next week.
Because post offices will be closed on 

Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 
25, the Record will appear on Wednes-
day, November 24.

Most display advertisements are 
needed by 4 p.m. Friday, November 

19. The final deadlines will be 10 a.m. 
Monday, November 22, for display ads 
that are repeated from a previous issue 
or those submitted in the portable docu-
ment format (pdf) and noon Monday for 
classified ads and news items.

News items may be submitted to 
editor@rrecord.com and advertisements 
may be sent to mail@rrecord.com.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northum-
berland board of supervisors last week 
reviewed a request for proposals (RFP) 
to hire a consultant who will review the 
Bluff Point planned unit development 
application. 

The board had held a work session on 
the RFP October 27 and asked county 
administrator Kenny Eades to revise 
it slightly. He brought the revised RFP 
to the board meeting, but the board 
deferred action until yesterday pending 
a more thorough review.

Meanwhile, during a public comment 
period near the close of the meeting, an 
opponent to the Bluff Point develop-
ment, Carl Gruel of Kilmarnock, again 
spoke against the project. He repeated 
comments he has made before on sev-
eral occasions related to the dredging of 
Barnes Creek. The dredging would be 
necessary, according to the application, 
to accommodate deep draft vessels for 
a proposed 90-slip marina, a key part of 
developer Tom Dingledine’s plan.

Gruel presented data that showed the 
dredging project would be the largest in 
the area at 2,400 feet long to reach six-
foot deep bay water or 3,400 feet long 
to reach ten-foot deep bay water. For 
comparison, he said the channel into the 
Little Wicomico River at Smith Point is 
1,350 feet long.

“This dwarfs the Smith Point channel 
in length and depth. Maintenance dredg-
ing will be a huge expense,” he said. 
“Any or all of the 12 sandbar-blocked and 
seven landlocked creeks/ponds will be in 
the cross-hairs of an ambitious developer 
based on your precedent-setting decision 
on the Bluff Point PUD. I again urge you 
to disapprove this project.”

Transportation
Transportation residency administra-

tor Sean Trapani informed the board 
he will be transferring to the Saluda 
residency. His replacement has not been 
appointed yet, he said.

He also reported:
• all mowing and snow response plans 

have been completed.
• a study on the need for a traffic light 

at Academic Lane and Northumberland 
Highway will be in his office by Novem-
ber 19.

• scoping and design plans for a relo-
cation of the “entire intersection” at 
Routes 604 and 360 at Horsehead are 
under way and he expects them to be 
completed for a spring review.

• the ferry operators at Merry Point 
are now under the supervision of an 
independent contractor.

• a passing lane on Route 200 near 
Wicomico Church will be shortened 
because of accidents in the area.
Schools 

School superintendent Clint Stables 
told the board he has received infor-
mation that federal stimulus education 
funds may be held at the state level by 
the General Assembly instead of being 
dispersed to the county.

“It is up to the General Assembly,” 
said Stables. “We were told not to bank 
on it until the spring.”

He said the division had received a 
grant submitted by Jenny Christman to 
build a wind turbine at the middle/high 
school. Following a public hearing, the 
board unanimously (5-0) authorized the 
division to build the turbine.

At Stables’ request, the board adopted 
a resolution commending Tonya Creasey, 
who is retiring after running the GED 
program for 20 years.

He also noted the Chesapeake Bay 
Garden Club is planting 1,400 daffodil 
bulbs at the old middle school site as a 
beautification project.

By a 4-1 vote, the board authorized 
county administrator Kenny Eades to 
apply for a zero percent interest federal 
loan, which he said can be used for some 
anticipated repair work to the elementary 
school roof. The deadline for the appli-
cation is November 19. Board chairman 
Ronnie Jett and supervisors Joe Self 
Richard Haynie and James Long voted 
for it. Tommy Tomlin voted against it.
Other issues

Supervisors unanimously adopted a 
resolution recognizing RyShan Conway 
for becoming an Eagle Scout with Troop 
250.

Eades also informed the board the 
county has received a drought disaster 
declaration from the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, giving affected local farm-
ers some financial relief.

He also received unanimous approval 
for a $2,400 appropriation for the animal 
shelter.

The board tabled a request from Wil-
liam and Grace Broaddus, owners, for 
a conditional use permit to construct a 
second non-commercial pier from the 
shoreline of Indian Creek at 509 Poca-
hantas Road.

During a related hearing, neighbor Pete 
Braatz asked the board to consider alter-
ing the plans to angle the dock slightly to 
the left and shorten it to make navigation 
on that part of the creek easier. He said 
he is not opposed to the dock in general, 
but feels that at 100 feet it would be too 
long and could be positioned better.

The board asked the parties to resolve 
their differences. The request will be 
revisited for a decision on December 9.

Bluff Point project RFP 
remains under review 

by Starke Jett

Record to publish ‘thanks giving’ letters next week; early deadlines in effect

KILMARNOCK—Following a public hearing Monday, the Kilmarnock 
Town Council voted 4-0 to adopt a resolution requesting amendments to the 
town’s enterprise zone. Council members Paul Jones, Rebecca Nunn, Shawn 
Donahue and Randy Moubray supported the resolution. 

Vice Mayor William Smith presided in 
the absence of Mayor Raymond Booth. 
Council member Johnny Smith also did 
not attend the meeting.

The amendment relocates 167 acres of 
the zone from a conservation area to com-
mercial sections of north and south Main 
Street.  

An enterprise zone is an impoverished 
area in which incentives such as tax con-
cessions are offered to encourage busi-
ness investment and new jobs.

The request must be approved by all 
participants in the Northern Neck Enter-
prise Zone, including the counties of Nor-
thumberland, Richmond, Westmoreland, 
and Lancaster and the towns of Kilmar-
nock and Warsaw, according to zoning 
administrator Marshall Sebra.

In other business, Boy Scout Troop 242 
spokesman Sean Valdrighi asked council 
to allow the troop to help clear Baylor’s 
Nature Trail as a community service proj-
ect. Troop leader Bill Joiner noted the ser-
vice project would be part of “Good Turn 
for America,” a Boy Scouts of America 
program in which troops become involved 
in existing service projects by offering 
support such as manpower to assist the 
community.

Council passed a motion of support and 
thanks for the scouts’ offer.

Smith reported the administration and 
finance committee plans to look into 
individuals who are delinquent in paying 
town taxes. Specifically, the committee is 
seeking advice from a lien specialist on 
delinquent real estate taxes, and plans to 
review penalty timing for overdue meals 
and lodging taxes. Currently, the late 
payment penalty is the same whether the 
business is late by a single day or multiple 
days, leaving no incentive to make the payment sooner, he said.

Smith also reported the town will not hold a holiday party for council and 
staff this year due to the economic conditions.

Kilmarnock is seeking five to 
seven volunteers for a committee 
to design a beautification plan 
for the downtown area.

“The town wants to have a 
master plan developed for our 
core downtown area that can be 
used annually to keep Steptoe’s 
District looking fresh. We are 
looking for the output of this 
committee to determine what 
areas should be addressed, what 
needs to be done and how best 
to accomplish that,” said com-
munity development strategist 
Susan Cockrell. “Our streets, 
sidewalks and playgrounds sub-
committee has requested that a 
citizen-based team develop sev-
eral possible solutions.” 

The committee will have mul-
tiple work sessions to develop 
a set of recommendations to be 
presented to the streets subcom-
mittee, said Cockrell.

Volunteers do not need to be 
Kilmarnock residents, although 
that is preferred, she said.

To volunteer, call Cockrell at 
at 435-1552,  extension 25.

Kilmarnock council seeks
change in Enterprise Zone

Town seeks 
volunteers for 
beautification
committee

by Audrey Thomasson
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LANCASTER 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HISTORYLAND
Community
Workshop

Get ready for the holidays!
Come join us at the sale!

All proceeds go to scholarships and education!

Boxwood Wreaths & Trees

Jams, Pickles & Vinegars

Baked Goods & Fudge

Boutique & Jewelry

Cheddar Cheese

Christmas Items

Gift Baskets

Cookbook

Snack bar

Raffle

an authoriized independent agent for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield in Virginia

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the federal Medicare program.
The purpose of this communication is the solicitation of insurance. Contact will be made by an insurance agent or insurance company.
In Virginia (excluding the City of Fairfax, the Town of Vienna and the area east of State Route 123). Anthem Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 
®ANTHEM is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are 
registered marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
WPADVNPD01M(10)-VA THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT

Get answers on Medicare
Supplement health plans
from your local expert.

CALL me directly at (804) 462-7631.

Michael B. Callis

Enjoy the services of a professional advisor at no cost.
Call me today and save on your health care coverage.

Festive shopping
Some 47 vendors sold arts, crafts and produce to more than 
500 customers November 13 at a Reedville Winter Market at 
Festival Halle, according to market chairman Paula Reuter. 
Proceeds benefit the preservation of the hall, the event center 
for the Greater Reedville Association. Winter markets also 
will be held February 5 and March 19. Photo by Starke Jett  

IRVINGTON—Anxiety over 
the recession and a decline in 
tourism has council members 
in Irvington seeking backup 
plans for new revenue sources 
should financial disaster strike 
the town’s primary income 

KILMARNOCK—A hous-
ing rehabilitation project 
along Mary Ball Road on the 
south end of town is in full 
swing, it was reported last 
week. Under the supervision 
of planning and zoning direc-
tor Marshall Sebra, 26 homes 
will benefit from a $1.4 mil-
lion Community Develop-
ment Block Grant.

“Rehab jobs are being per-
formed in groups of three 
and occur in order of an 
application being considered 
complete and approved by 
the Rehab Advisory Board,” 
Sebra told members of the 
planning commission. “The 
work is going well and the 
citizens are happy. We’re 
finding a lot of poor living 
conditions, so it’s a good 
project.”

In a newsletter to fami-
lies, Sebra notes some 22 
households in disrepair will 
be renovated to decent, safe 
and sanitary conditions. The 
scope of work includes pro-
viding town utilities to 26 
homes. Sebra said a sewer 
pumping station is currently 
under construction and 
expected to be completed in 
January 2011. Upon comple-
tion, crews will begin install-
ing water and sewer pipelines 
along the west side of Mary 

Ball Road, he added.   
In other business, Sebra 

announced Kilmarnock has 
made application to the 
Northern Neck Planning Dis-
trict Commission to amend 
the town’s Enterprise Zone 
by shifting it from 167 acres 
in the Bellows conserva-
tion easement to parcels on 
Main Street that would better 
accommodate development.

An Enterprise Zone is a 
specific geographic area tar-
geted for economic revital-
ization.  Enterprise Zones 
encourage economic growth 
and investment in distressed 
areas by offering tax advan-
tages and incentives to busi-
nesses locating within the 
zone.

Sebra also announced the 
beginning phase of devel-
oping a new five-year com-
prehensive plan that would 
incorporate the 2006 Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
30-year study. He suggested 
advertising to attract citizens 
interested in working on an 
advisory board made up of 
members of council and the 
commission.

The board, which Sebra 
plans to establish in the next 
two months, will address five 
areas: economy and com-
merce; land use; housing; 
transportation and public ser-
vices; and preservation.

KILMARNOCK—Efforts 
to improve discipline in Lan-
caster’s middle and high 
schools have started to pay off 
in the form of improved stu-
dent awareness and behavior, 
according to principals at last 
week’s school board meeting. 

School discipline issues were 
raised by parents and leaders of 
the Parent Teacher Association 
at a school board meeting last 
May. Parents expressed con-
cern with discipline policies 
they called “ineffective” and 
caused classroom disruptions 
that interfered with education. 
As a result, the board asked 
each school to set up a school-
wide discipline plan. 

Board member Alexander 
Fleet last week asked school 
principals if they are seeing 
any progress.

Middle school principal 
Sandy Spears reported new 
plans put in place at the begin-
ning of the term are creating 
better behavior among stu-
dents.

“Teachers are working 
together as a team and across 
the school...so that there is 
consistency...and kids know 
what is expected of them. 
There is an expectation that 
they behave themselves,” said 
Spears.

While she noted there was 
no formal program added, 
counselors now teach “bul-
lying awareness” to students. 
The efforts have led to fewer 
discipline referrals, she said.

High school principal Lori 
Watrous also confirmed that 
student behavior is much 
better this year. A team-
leader program, comprised of 
representative staff from each 
academic and school depart-
ment, implemented a plan for 
discipline consistency to sup-
port classroom instruction, 
she said. Watrous noted guid-
ance counselors also con-
ducted classroom sessions on 
bullying early in the term.

She said the after-school 
study hall piloted by athletic 
director Fred Birchett has 
resulted in a successful fall 
season in which no students 
were lost to athletic programs 
due to academic ineligibility.

Board members applauded 
their early efforts. School 
superintendent Susan Sciab-
barrasi attributed the success 
to working together with staff 
and listening to their feed-
back “so everyone is working 
on the same page. We con-
stantly strive to improve dis-
cipline at all of our schools. 
Collaboration always makes 
the most effective programs,” 
she said.

LOTTSBURG—Northum-
berland school superintendent 
Clint Stables on Monday pre-
sented to board members a 
preliminary outline for a new 
six-year plan, to be adopted by 
July 1, 2011.

Some of the preliminary 
items to be considered are 
improving parent and com-
munity involvement, advanced 
technology use and cooperation 
with neighboring divisions, he 
noted.

Jan Bates, a former president 
of the county teachers asso-
ciation, pointed out that rais-
ing teacher salaries was not on 
the outline and needed to be 
included. Stables said it is not 
an exclusive list and agreed 
that teacher salaries should be 
added.

“We are in the very beginning 
stages,” said Stables. “These are 
just the items that are required 
by the state. That’s an item that 
needs to be addressed.”

In other business, the school 
board unanimously approved a 
revised set of policies required 
by the state. The policies 
address the division’s annual 
report card, disposal of surplus 
items, restraint and seclusion 
of students, school visitors, sex 
offender registry notification, 
violent sex offenders on school 
property and charter schools.

The board also unanimously 
accepted an audit of the caf-
eteria and school activity funds 
performed by the CPA firm of 
Morey, Jones and Pfeiffer, P.C. 
of Richmond.

Stables reported student 
enrollment has dropped slightly 
to 1,411, still well above the 
1,370 anticipated by the admin-
istration. Each child brings 
$3,208 in state education funds 
to the division.

The board approved a spe-

Irvington council previews 
two backup revenue sources

by Audrey Thomasson stream—the occupancy tax 
from local inns. Council mem-
bers are investigating two taxes, 
which they say would only be 
used for emergency purposes. 

Reporting on the implemen-
tation of a real estate tax, coun-
cilman Edward Sulick said it 
would take some six months to 
process a tax ordinance through 
the system. Using Kilmarnock’s 
tax structure as a guide, he esti-
mated costs to administer a real 
estate tax could run to several 
thousand dollars in software 
plus additional expenses for 
printing, postage and personnel 
to handle billing and collection.

Savings could be attained if 
the town could piggyback on 
the county’s Bright Munici-
pal Software system which is 
crafted specifically for Virginia 
codes, he said. Additional per-
sonnel costs would be limited to 
a two-month period and Irving-
ton could benefit from the coun-
ty’s assessment valuation of real 
estate as Kilmarnock does.

He noted Kilmarnock’s real 
estate tax is $0.10 on every 
$100 of assessed value.

Councilman Wayne Nunnally 
expressed concern that the col-
lectible revenue might not be 
worth the expense. However, 
member Robert Westbrook said 
any consideration of a tax levy 
would in part be determined by 
the total assessed property values 
before determining a tax base. 

“We’re not arguing for this,” 
said Westbrook, noting the 
information was being gathered 
for guidance purposes only.  

“It’s the opposite,” said Sulick. 
“It’s intended only as an outline 
for an emergency situation.”

Westbrook said he had not 
done a study on the Business, 
Professional, Occupational 
License (BPOL) tax as an 
alternative income source. The 
BPOL tax would be based on 
the total gross receipts of a busi-
ness. In past meetings, West-
brook expressed concern that 
state officials would eliminate 
or freeze the ability to imple-
ment such a tax and therefore, 
he suggested Irvington put one 
on the books. 

When the tax was first sug-
gested, Tides Inn general man-
ager Gordon Slatford expressed 
concern, saying the additional 
tax on guests would be a deter-
rent to convention planners in 
choosing the Tides.

In other business, members 
received a draft ordinance for 
a burn ban to coincide with a 
county ban and an amendment 
to the dog ordinance requiring 
dogs be contained. Both mea-
sures will be reviewed at the 
December council meeting. 

Zoning administrator Bob 
Hardesty reported Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
representative Sean Trapani 
will be in town to recommend 
placement of “golf cart” signs 
and discuss the possibility of a 
speed limit reduction on Route 
200 through Irvington.

Housing rehabilitation
project is progressing

by Audrey Thomasson

School officials review
discipline improvements

by Audrey Thomasson

School superintendent
introduces six-year plan

by Starke Jett cial appropriation of $4,845.25 
for an insurance settlement 
on a school car accident that 
occurred last spring that was 
not the school employee’s 
fault. The board also approved 
a special appropriation in the 
amount of $10,857.55 for a 
summer employment program.

The board also made plans 
to attend the annual Virginia 
School Board Association 
conference in Williamsburg 
November 16-18. At the con-
ference, board chairman the 
Rev. Lee Scripture will conduct 
a workshop on “The Childhood 
Obesity Epidemic” and the 
board will hold a workshop on 
setting goals for the division.

Email your AD to:

mail@rrecord.com
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

September 6-18, 2011
Ready to see Alaska--now is the time. Travel 

from Fairbanks to Denali to Anchorage aboard 
the McKinley Explorer train before boarding 
your 5 star cruise liner, Holland America’s ms 
Zaandam. See bears, pan for gold, marvel at 

the glaciers in this “Great Land”. This beauti-
ful and pristine wilderness will capture a 13 

day vacation you will never forget. 
Prices start at only $2100!

Watch for a special Alaska presentation!

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

50 East Church 
50 East Church Street

Kilmarnock, Va
804-435-8722

Buy gifts that will last for centuries.  
50 east church has quality antiques and 

collectibles that will last forever. 
oriental rugs, fine art and eclectic items.

We specialize in sterling jewelry and antique 
sterling flatware, holloware, and serving pieces.

Estate and new sterling jewelry at below 
wholesale prices.

We buy and sell rare coins, 
gold coins and silver coins.

A wide selection is available in our showroom.

We pay the most for your 
unwanted scrap gold!!!!!!!!

Open Mon-Sat 10a.m. to 5p.m.

Stop by and enter for your chance to win tickets to 
Disney On Ice Princess Classics!

Win a Family 4-Pack of tickets to
Disney on Ice Princess Classics!  

Dec. 16 at Richmond Coliseum 

Enter to win at the following locations-Each
location will draw a winner--6 chances to win! 

 

Animal Welfare League 
Country Cottage and Bonner Florist  

KC’s Crabs and Cues 
Thai Pot  

Yours Truly Photography  
50 East Church  

  
Some restrictions may apply-

details at each participating location.

LANCASTER—A dirt bike trauma victim, Steven Davis, was air-
lifted to Virginia Commonwealth University Medical Center shortly 
before 11 a.m. Sunday, November 14, according to Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department Chief Danny Akers.

Davis was riding trail motorcycles with two friends in the woods 
near his house on Buzzard’s Neck Road in Lancaster County when 
he lost control and hit a tree, according to emergency personnel and 

witnesses. 
A half-dozen fire and rescue units under the command of Akers 

responded to the scene. A team in the brush truck with Akers and an 
ambulance brought him from deep in the woods to a field next to the 
home of his father, Virginia State Trooper Chuck Davis.

Davis was concious at the scene, but was complaining of back pain 
and had a laceration on his head although he was wearing a helmet, 
said Akers. Trooper Davis said Wednesday that his son has been 
released from the hospital and a full recovery is expected.

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett brought 
misdemeanor charges against 
two individuals last week.

A West Point Road woman, 
18, was charged November 8 
with violation of probation.

A Tammy Drive woman was 
charged November 14 with 
assault and battery.
Activity report

November 8:  Staff 
responded to a suspicious per-
sons complaint in the area of 
Rio Vista, to a trespass by hunt-
ers complaint on River Pointe 
Drive, to a motorist’s complaint 
of heavy debris in the highway 
between the Ruritan Center 
and Bethel United Method-
ist Church, and to a trespass 
complaint in the 2500 block of 
White Chapel Road. 

November 9:  Staff received 
a report of the theft of a package 
from the 1700 block of Chown-
ings Ferry Road ($431 property 
loss), and a walk-in report from 
a citizen of the discovery of a 
firearm ($250 recovery). Staff 
responded with the Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) and 
Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to a medical emergency 
on Kamps Lane. Staff responded 
to a domestic destruction of 
property complaint on Thomas 
Landing Road and checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed).

November 10:  Staff 
responded to a traffic accident 
in White Stone (private property 
damages), with KPD to a traffic 
accident on S. Main Street, and 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information on 
two individuals.

Dwayne Santiele Ball, 28, is 
wanted on a Capias from Lan-
caster County Circuit Court. 
He is described as a black male 
with black hair and brown eyes, 
5 feet 6 inches tall and weigh-
ing 155 pounds. His last known 
address was 5021 Farnham 
Creek Road in Farnham.

 Mark O’Neal Cox, 37, is 
wanted for failure to appear 
in Lancaster Juvenile and 
Domestic Court on September 
28, 2010. He is described as a 
black male with black hair with 
heavy beard, 6 feet 1 inch tall 
and weighing 250 pounds. His 
last known addresses were 6 
Sweet Gum Place in Hampton, 
and 388 Newton Road in White 
Stone.

Report information on these 
two individuals to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers at 
462-7463. You do not have to 
give your name, or appear in 
court. This is not a recorded 
line.

Caller # 1269 is asked to 
call the Crime Solvers Line to 
claim a reward. 

Steven Davis is transported to the helicopter from an ambulance.

Trauma victim is flown out
by Starke Jett

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia State Police is assisting 
in locating the driver, Javon L. 
Curtis, 21, wanted in connec-
tion with an automobile pursuit 
November 13 in the City of 
Richmond, according to public 
information officer Sargeant T. 
J. Molnar.

Curtis left Virginia Com-
monwealth University Medical 
Center on his own accord on 
November 14 prior to being dis-
charged, said Sgt. Molnar. He 
is wanted on charges of felony 
eluding, felony child neglect, 
felony destruction of prop-
erty,  misdemeanor possession 
of a concealed weapon, driving 
on a suspended license  and 
driving  under the influence 
and two traffic infractions for 
driving without headlight and a 
defective brake light.   

Report related information  
to the Virginia State Police 
Division I Dispatch Center at 
804-553-3445.  All informa-
tion is confidential.

Fugitive sought
by State Police

Javon L. Curtis

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
to a prowler complaint on Spen-
cer Lane. 

November 11:  During rou-
tine late night business checks, 
staff discovered an open door in 
the 4500 block of Irvington Road 
(no burglary involved). Staff also 
responded to a destruction of 
property complaint on Myway 
Lane (dining room table, $100 
loss), with KPD to a threatening 
text message complaint involv-
ing a possible prowler in the 
11200 block of Jessie Dupont 
Highway, with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a two-vehicle 
accident at Mary Ball and Merry 
Point roads, to a noise complaint 
on Campbell Road, to a domes-
tic disturbance (adult siblings) 
on Wilson Lane, and with KPD 
to a disturbance call in the 800 
block of Waverly Avenue. Staff 
received a larceny report from 
Tabbs Choice Road and a walk-
in complaint of obscene/annoy-
ing text messages (incident 
determined to have occurred in 
Richmond County).  

November 12:  Staff 
received a report of the theft of 
firearms from the 1100 block 
of Indiantown Road. Staff 
responded to an abandoned vehi-
cle complaint on Rappahannock 
Drive, to a prowler complaint on 
Spencer Lane, with KPD to a 
disturbance/possible fight call on 
Old Fairgrounds Way, and with 
KPD to a destruction of property 
complaint in the 400 block of N. 
Main Street. 

November 13:  Staff hap-
pened upon a single-vehicle 
accident on Christ Church Road 
while responding to a possible 
burglary on Buttercup Lane. 
Staff responded to a domestic 
disturbance (parent/juvenile) on 
Johns Neck Road, to a domestic 
disturbance/assault (boyfriend/
girlfriend) on Churchview Lane, 
to a prowler complaint on Spen-
cer Lane, to a juvenile behavioral 
complaint on Campbell Road 
and to an assault by threat com-
plaint on Wayne Circle. 

November 14:    Staff 
responded to a trespass and lar-
ceny complaint on Carters Creek 
Road, to a shots fired complaint 
on Oak Hill Road (target shoot-
ing) and with EMS to a medical 
emergency on Saunders Lane. 

November 15:  Staff 
responded to a domestic distur-
bance (husband/wife) on Azalea 
Lane.

Staff also conducted 17 
traffic stops, issued nine sum-
monses, assisted three motor-
ists, reported eight deer strikes, 
investigated six building 
alarms, made four inmate trans-
ports, and fielded two calls for 

animal control service.
Fire calls 

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to separate med-evac landing 
zone requests on Mulberry 
Creek Road and Buzzards Neck 
Road, and to traffic accidents in 
the 100 block of Nuttsville Road 
and at Mary Ball and Merry 
Point roads.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic accident on S. Main 
Street.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a possible transformer fire on 
Beach Road, a propane leak on 
Sams Cove Landing and a smoke 
alarm on High Bank Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins 
brought charges against three 
individuals last week.
Felonies

James Randolph Wilkins Jr., 
42, of Heathsville was charged 
November 11 with indecent lib-
erties with a child and a misde-
meanor charge of sexual battery.
Misdemeanors

A Toano man, 20, was 
charged November 8 with fail-
ure to appear in the Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court.

A Kinsale man, 27, was 
charged November 13 with driv-
ing while intoxicated.

LANCASTER 
COUNTY 

CRIME 
SOLVERS

It’s tIme!
Great Prices

Low Rates

Many Choices

Don’t miss out!!

Rick Law, CDPe
(804) 436-3925

rick_law@verizon.net

IsaBell K. Horsley Real estate

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com
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Explore a new city, plan for tomorrow, enjoy exclusive 
discounts at your favorite stores and restaurants. 
Enrolling in our Golden Advantage program gives you 
access to fi nancial and lifestyle  products and services, 
from free Golden Advantage checks to discounts with 
select participating Merchants.

Customer Care Center: (804) 435-1171 • 1-800-435-1140
www.bankofl ancaster.com Member FDIC

BURGESS  •  CALLAO  •  COLONIAL BEACH  •  HEATHSVILLE  •  KILMARNOCK  •  MONTROSS  •  WARSAW  •  WHITE STONE

Participating Merchants    

For a brighter future, add a little gold—Golden Advantage.

Athena Vineyards
& Winery 
Wicomico Church
10% off all products 
(including wine and 
retail in gift shop) 

Audiology Offi ces
Kilmarnock, Montross,
& Tappahannock
10% off all products
and services; 5% off
all hearing aid sales

Bay & River 
Home Décor
Kilmarnock
20% off all
accessories & gifts

Burke’s Jewelers
Kilmarnock
10% off non-sale 
merchandise; no 
discounts on Pandora

Buzzie’s Place
Heathsville
10% off non-sale 
merchandise

Curry and Curry 
Pottery
White Stone
10% off all merchandise

Cutz & Beyond
Warsaw
10% discount on services 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
PLUS 10% discount on 
all retail products daily

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales
Kilmarnock
4 free oil changes
with purchase of auto

Fashion Focus Optical
Kilmarnock
10% off all eyeglasses

Foxy in Kilmarnock
Kilmarnock
10% off non-sale 
merchandise

Grandma’s Jewelry Box
Colonial Beach
40% off one piece
of jewelry per visit

Ingleside Plantation 
Winery
Oak Grove
20% off wine
by the case

Jett’s Hardware
Reedville
10% off paint
by the gallon

Kilmarnock Auto Clinic
White Stone
10% off all labor
up to $150.00

Kilmarnock 
Entertainment Center
Kilmarnock
10% discount on 
bowling, shoe rental, 
and food in the Coastal 
Fusion Grill, Monday 
thru Friday 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m.

Kilmarnock Inn
Kilmarnock
10% discount on rooms 
and food. Does not 
include private events.

Kilmarnock
Planning Mill
Kilmarnock
10% off non-sale 
merchandise

Merle Norman
Cosmetics
Kilmarnock
10% off non-sale 
merchandise & services

NAPA – Service
Auto Parts 
Kilmarnock
7% off all products

Neptune Custom Carts
Kilmarnock 
10% off sale of
new or used carts
Plus 10% off parts
and accessories;
not including batteries

Net Cruisers Café
Lancaster
15% off one item;
initial aromatherapy 
treatment free

Nino’s Italian
Pizza Restaurant
Callao
10% off all food 
orders-$10.00 min. order

NNW Auto Parts
Tappahannock
10% off all merchandise

Nunnally’s Floors
and Decorating
Warsaw
10% off all
in-stock merchandise

Papa John’s Pizza
Colonial Beach
10% off food purchases
excluding specials

Randy’s Dunn-Rite 
Automotive
Burgess & Kilmarnock
10% off all service and 
repairs up to $25.00

Rappahannock 
Community College 
Institute for Lifelong 
Learning
Warsaw Campus
50% discount on
class tuition

Rappahannock
Hang-ups and Gallery
Kilmarnock
10% discount
on framing

River Market 
White Stone
10% off all food items

Stevie’s Ice Cream
Kilmarnock (seasonal)
10% discount on
all products

The Computer Coach
Heathsville
50% off 2nd Class

The Highlander Studios
Kilmarnock
10% off all products
and services except 
Wedding packages

Tommy’s Restaurant
Reedville
10% off all food items

YMCA
Kilmarnock & Warsaw
$5.00 discount per 
month on regular
dues per family when 
debited from your GA 
checking account

Yours Truly 
Photography
Kilmarnock
10% off all retail
sales PLUS 50% off 
prints from GA trips 
within 2 weeks of return

 Exclusively At:

Golden Advantage members please bring your membership card to receive your discount at time of purchase.

Hoffman
✓

AutomotiveHoffmanoffman
✓✓

Automotive
Coming Soon

Expert Repairs & Maintenance • Offi cial Inspection Station

www.Hoffman-Automotive.com
20336 Northumberland Hwy.

Reedville, VA 22539              (804) 453-3525

804-438-6636  

4265 irvington rd., irvington, va 

open tues.-fri.10 - 5 • sat. 10-3

Once a Year Sale
Hand-knitted scarves, hats, sweaters, 
holiday sweatshirts & gift certificates

LANCASTER—The 
Lancaster planning 
commision will con-
tinue a discussion tonight 
(November 18) on a pro-
posed ordinance to delin-
eate and protect undevel-
oped land for “greenways,” 
also known as conservation 
areas. 

The meeting will begin 
at 7 p.m. in the General 
District courtroom in Lan-
caster. 

Stuart McKenzie of the 
Northern Neck Land Con-
servancy (NNLC) will pres-
ent a map of potential areas 
best suited for reduced or 
no development that would 
link with “greenways” in 
adjoining counties.

While the idea fits the 
county’s five-year com-
prehensive plan, planners 
want to create incentives 
to encourage landowners 
to enter into a preservation 
agreement with the county 
and NNLC.

HEATHSVILLE—
The Northumberland 
planning commission 
will meet at 7 p.m. today 
(November 18) in the Gen-
eral District courtroom at 
the courts building at 39 
Judicial Place in Heaths-
ville.

The commission will 
continue to work on a 
planned unit development 
ordinance, according to 
assistant county administra-
tor Luttrell Tadlock. 

The commission also will 
hold a public hearing to 
review a special exception 
requirement in the county 
ordinances for non-acces-
sory tents, said Tadlock.

 Virginia code states that 
there should be no special 
exception required for 
events three days or less 
in duration, he said. The 
commission will review the 
county ordinance to make 
sure that it complies with 
the state code.

CLARAVILLE—The winds were whipping 
on a chilly morning, November 11, but  that 
didn’t deter the many enthusiastic youngsters 
of Northumberland Elementary School who 
arrived on buses at the site of the old Central 
High and Northumberland Middle School to 
plant daffodils donated by members of the 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club.  

Each student, assisted by garden club mem-
bers, placed two bulbs in the marked areas. The 
school buses continued throughout the morning 
to shuttle teachers and students to the site and 
back until all 1,500 bulbs had been placed. 

In the afternoon the winds calmed and the 
temperature warmed so middle school students 
who volunteered to spread mulch over the bulbs 
could do so comfortably.  

When spring 2011 comes, those passing by 
on Route 360 should see a beautiful display of 
yellow, orange, and white blooms. With each 
passing year, as the bulbs multiply, the display 
should increase in beauty for all to enjoy, said 
publicity co-chair Liz Campbell. 

Joan Clements saw the project through from 
start to finish, ably helped by her friends in The 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club, said Campbell.

KILMARNOCK—In con-
junction with The Great Amer-
ican Smokeout, Thursday, 
November 18, Rappahannock 
General Hospital announced 
it will become a tobacco-free 
campus.

Beginning on April 1, 2011, 
all RGH patients, visitors 
and employees will be asked 
to adhere to a tobacco-free 
campus policy while on hos-
pital grounds.

“Rappahannock Health 
System is committed to pro-
viding the healthiest environ-

ment possible for its patients, 
visitors and employees,” said 
president and chief executive 
officer Jim Holmes. “We are 
striving to promote health-
care wellness and prevention 
within our community in addi-
tion to providing exceptional 
treatment.”

Patients will have access to 
smoking cessation resources 
during their visits and nicotine 
replacement therapies will be 
available while hospitalized, 
said Holmes.

Rappahannock Health 

System is encouraging, but 
not requiring, all employ-
ees to become tobacco-free. 
However, employees will be 
expected to remain tobacco-
free while on hospital 
grounds.

“The Health System will be 
there to support those employ-
ees who are ready to quit and 
is currently investigating 
smoking cessation resources, 
counseling, and assistance 
with nicotine replacement 
therapy for employees,” said 
Holmes.

RICHMOND—Gov. Bob 
McDonnell recently announced 
October revenue collections 
increased by 3.7 percent over 
the prior year. This is the sev-
enth month of the last eight in 
which state revenue collections 
exceeded the previous year’s. 

The revenue increase was 
primarily driven by individual 
withholding,  up 4 percent, and 
sales tax, up 6.5 percent. Indi-
vidual withholding is a signifi-
cant budget driver, and the year 
to date increase of 4.3 percent is 
exceeding the forecasted growth 
of 2.4 percent. 

Adjusted for the accelerated 
sales tax program, total state rev-
enues grew 3.6 percent through 
October, slightly lagging the 
economic-base forecast of 4.2 
percent growth.

“We have now seen seven 
of the last eight months feature 
increases in revenue collec-
tions, and this has occurred in 
tandem with a slight decrease in 
our unemployment rate. Clearly, 
these are signs of a modest turn-
around in Virginia’s economy,” 
said Gov. McDonnell. 

“Our unemployment rate is 
6.8 percent, tied for the eighth 
lowest nationally and well below 

the national unemployment rate 
of 9.6 percent. We are second 
only to Texas in the number of 
net new jobs created since the 
beginning of the Administration. 
There is good news happening 
in Virginia, and that is a tribute 
to our small-business owners, 
innovators and entrepreneurs 
who are working hard, taking 
risks, employing our citizens 
and helping set the path to eco-
nomic recovery statewide. 

“Government does not create 
prosperity, and it does not create 
jobs. What we can do in Rich-
mond is put in place policies that 
make it easier for prosperity to be 
achieved and private sector jobs 
to be created. That is the focus 
of this Administration. However, 
this continues to be a very tough 
and uncertain economy, and far 
too many Virginians continue to 
be out of work. 

“These pieces of good news 
do not erase the clouds of uncer-
tainty that still hang over our 
economic landscape. Together, 
working across party lines, we 
must continue to identify and 
implement every possible policy 
that will spur economic growth 
and private-sector job creation,” 
said Gov. McDonnell.

The Agenda

Local Government News

Commonwealth 
posts revenue growth

Students, teachers and garden club members mulch a new bulb patch at the former Central 
High and Northumberland Middle School site.

Students and garden club
members plant dafffodils

Hospital to become tobacco-free April 1
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Military service is a tradi-
tion in the Taylor family, which 
began with the late attorney 
Thomas Daniel Taylor of 
Warsaw. Capt. Taylor, a prod-
uct of the Virginia State Uni-
versity Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps (ROTC) program, 
served in the U.S. Army from 
1954 to 1962.

Following in his footsteps 
was his oldest son, Anthony 
“Skip” Taylor, who served for 
seven years as an Army chemi-
cal officer.

Monica Taylor Lee, the 
second child born to Thomas 
and Margaret Taylor, also pur-
sued a military career as an 
Army military personnel offi-
cer, where she served for 20 
years, retiring as a lieutenant 
colonel in 2002.

Skip and Monica are both 
graduates of Rappahannock 
High School and are also prod-
ucts of the Virginia State Uni-
versity ROTC program.

Major Terence Taylor, the 

youngest of the Taylor chil-
dren, graduated from Rappah-
annock High School and then 
entered the U.S. Air Force in 
1997 upon graduation from the 
University of Virginia.

He served in the Air Force 
special operations command 
for his entire 13-year career.

Terence is an experienced 
combat pilot who has accumu-
lated 1,500 combat flight hours 
and 4,100 total flight hours in 
seven different aircraft. He has 
completed 12 deployments in 
support of overseas contin-
gency operations supporting 
the U.S. Special Operations 
Command.

Terence was recently 
selected for a distinguished 
year-long Air Force Fellowship 
in Washington, D.C. Following 
his fellowship, he will continue 
to serve in the National Capital 
Region for two years. He is 
married to the former Maria 
Da La Cruz of Waldorf, Md., 
also a major in the Air Force.

“Freedom is not free. That 
means somebody has to 

pay the price, and that starts 
with you,” retired U.S. Army 
Special Operations Maj. Bill 
Evans told guests and students 
last Thursday during the Vet-
erans Day Celebration at the 
Lancaster Middle School The-
ater in Kilmarnock. 

Evans, who has served with 
the Marines, Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Coast Guard, was the 
guest speaker at the annual pro-
gram of appreciation presented 
by the sixth-grade class. 

Evans served for 34 years. 
He went through medical train-
ing with the Navy and after 12 
years in the military was placed 
with a M.A.S.H. unit during 
Desert Storm. 

He was injured and laid in 

Honoring heroes
From left, Bob Jones, Dennis Spillane and Nancy Barnes of the U.S.M.C. Color Guard 
presented the colors at the Veterans Day ceremony held at the Reedville American Legion 
Post 117 November 13. The yearly event honored veterans from all conflicts. Speaker and past 
department commander Andy Robertson noted “I know that I stand in front of true American 
heroes.”  Photo by Starke Jett

Chelsea Montgomery of the Lancaster High School JROTC presented the U.S. Coast Guard 
colors while the Lancaster Middle School sixth-graders sang the branch’s song. The sixth-
graders presented the annual Veterans Day Celebration twice, once last Thursday morning and 
again at a PTA meeting Monday. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Sixth-graders present 
Veterans Day program

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

a field for three days before 
being rescued. He was in and 
out of the hospital for nearly 
two years. 

“Would I do it again?” he 
said. “You betcha. When your 
country needs you, never be 
afraid to do it,” he added.

The sixth-graders also sang 
the military branch songs while 
members of the Lancaster High 
School JROTC presented the 
flag for each branch. They sang 
“God Bless the USA” while 
student Alora Tyson interpreted 
it with sign language. 

The program featured 
soloists Jahmeka Nickens, 
Elijah Haynes, Tyus Mack-
all, Brytayana Carter and 
Tyson during “God Bless 
America,” and readings by 
Wyatt McCranie and Michael 
McGrath. 

Boy Scouts Bailey Elbourn 
and Trevor Smith folded the 
flag while Joel Spiers played 
“Taps.”

Chaplain (CPT) R. Lee 
Farmer, Aviation/National 
Guard Support, opened the pro-
gram with “The Star Spangled 
Banner.” 

Retired Maj. Bill Evans

A Salute to Our Veterans
Following are corrections to items in the Record’s recent special section in honor of area veterans, and 

two items which were erroneously omitted. Extra copies of the section are available at the Record office.

From left are Margaret Taylor, retired Capt. Anthony “Skip” 
Taylor, Major Terrence G. Taylor, the late retired Capt. Thomas 
Daniel Taylor and retired Lt. Col. Monica G. Lee.

Military service is a Taylor family tradition

• Hoyt Glenn Price was from 
Kilmarnock.

• William Arthur Dize Jr. was 
from Kilmarnock.

• Archie Boyce Price is from 
Kilmarnock.

• Terence G. Carter lives in 
Irvington and served in the 
U.S. Army Air Force.

• James Ryan Dawson of 
Lancaster serves in the Coast 
Guard.

• Stan Dawson of Kilmar-
nock served in the Marine 
Corps from 1968 to 1970.

• Hubbard A. Davis of Lanc-
ster County was in the Navy/
Army Reserves.

• Lloyd W. Sheppard of Lan-
caster served in the Army from 
1943 to 1945 and is deceased.

Walter Cameron Roberts
White Stone

Army, 1918-1962
(Deceased)

The Record is continuing to 
accept corrections and photos 
of other veterans to add to 
the data base which will  soon 
be online at RRecord.com. The 
data base also may be used 
in the production of similar 
sections in the future.

Arlene Spencer is sponsoring 
a celebration for all who have 
served in any branch of the mili-
tary at the Holy Tabernacle of 
God in Merry Point, at 3 p.m. 
November 20. 

The event is open to all and to 
those who have served in World 

War I, World War II and the 
Korean War. 

Those who want to be in the 
photo for newspapers are asked 
to be present at 3 p.m.

 Crystal Spencer Parker, Pearl 
Edwards Ross and Barbera 
Edwards  will be in concert. 

Other choirs from guest churches 
are welcome. Light refreshments 
will be served.

Certificates will be given to all 
military who register in advance. 
Plaques will be given to the vet-
erans of World War I, World War 
II and Korea.

Veterans invited to Saturday event

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com
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Focal Point

Russ Bertino of Ophelia displays a Chesapeake Bay crab big 
enough for a one-man crab feast.

Photo by Bill Pyszka

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Using the term, “McMansion” has come 
to be the standard manner with which 

to denigrate a gaudy new home. It implies 
that an oversized house is being built on an 
undersized lot as a means of conspicuous 
consumption by nouveau riche clients eager 
to impress everyone else with the liquidity of 
their assets. Its usage equates with the defini-
tion of vulgarity, opulence, and crass mate-
rialism.

With that much said, I now must confess 
to being the architect of a McMansion of 
my own. Although still under construction, 
it portends becoming a showplace of its 
kind, sumptuous in every detail, replete with 
accoutrements worthy of a palace. It is taking 
shape as the icon of its genre, and despite all 
the time and expense going into the project, I 
expect never to spend one night in it.

The reason for the latter statement is that 
McMansions exist at all levels and the one 
at hand is what my good wife refers to as 
a “goatel.” Actually, it is a combined new 
home for the two adolescent peacocks, Lou 
the Gander and Tom the Turkey, alongside a 
luxury apartment for our three goats. All of 
these individuals might not realize precisely 
what is happening, but they soon will be 
joined by a small flock of chickens.

All of the above creatures will be residing 
in state-of-the-art accommodations, secure 
from predators, the envy of all avian pass-
ersby, or should I say “flyersby,” who happen 
to glance down at the new abode. The opera-
tion began quite simply, 
but has taken on a life of 
its own, and grown to far 
greater proportions than 
I ever imagined at the 
outset.

The process com-
menced when I saw my 
friend, Ray Sanford, at 
a recent cross country 
match. I told him I had 
some thoughts about for-
tifying the barnyard and 
enlarging the housing 
therein. He replied that 
he would be happy to 
undertake the work, thus 
the beginning.  

Ray is a master carpenter, talented in all 
aspects of the building trades. I was reluc-
tant to ask a person of his ability to undertake 
so humble a task, but good fellow that he is, 
he accepted. The reconstruction of the pen 
and coop, along with the replacement of the 

previous goat house, supplemented with the 
transformation of the historically significant 
outhouse into a feed storage area, quickly 
assumed various new dimensions. (In typing 
this paragraph I inadvertently hit the “c” 

instead of the “v” in 
the word “previous.’  
My good wife would 
not be amused by such 
a slip.)

The chicken coop 
will have its own dust 
bath area, immedi-
ately below the laying 
compound. It also will 
serve for peacock dust 
baths, and afford the 
users a nice view of the 
garden, and be shaded 
by an ancient cedrus 
deodora. The goats will 
have enlarged quarters 
with better protection 

from the elements, and handier access to the 
food trough, if that is not too demeaning a 
term to use, but after all, despite their new-
found grandeur, they still will not be dining 
off of Limoges or Wedgwood.

The most appropriate metaphor to use in 

describing this undertaking is to note that 
one cannot make an omelet without break-
ing eggs. During this interim phase, all of the 
future occupants are coping with having been 
dislodged from their traditional haunts, not 
comprehending that the spectacle unfolding 
before them one day soon will be theirs alone. 
At present I do not think they are grasping 
that Ray and I are doing all this work for their 
benefit, with no intention of moving in our-
selves. At least I have no such plans; I cannot 
speak for Ray.

The residual benefit of the present activity 
will be that the goats will have three distinct 
yards, thereby allowing the vegetation to 
recover when they finish one spot and move 
on to the next. The proximity of the barnyard 
to the forest makes securing the perimeters 
a priority. In years past we have had weasel 
attacks of the most brutal sort, and we know 
that foxes are also nearby, but we hope any 
designs on their part will not be attainable 
under the new system.

The “McMansioning” of the residential 
part of the barnyard should be complete by 
week’s end, to be followed by the moving-in 
stage. The eggs are long broken: the omelet 
is almost complete, and thanks to Ray, so is 
the “McCoop.”

McMansions exist at all levels 
and the one at hand is what 
my good wife refers to as a 
“goatel.” Actually, it is a com-
bined new home for the two 
adolescent peacocks, Lou the 
Gander and Tom the Turkey, 
alongside a luxury apartment 
for our three goats.

(Reprints from the November 
18, 1910, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Afro-American Notes

Sharon Baptist Church’s annual 
Rally will be held on Wednesday 
night, December 14th, to Sunday 
18th. Male members of the 
church are requested to bring 50 
cents, and female members 25 
cents each. Sister churches and 
public cordially invited.

Pitheus Jones is having a large 
house erected near the Lancaster 
Roller Mills, H.A. Nickens, 
mechanic.

Last week began with a visit 
to one of the government 

classes at the College of Wil-
liam and Mary in Williams-
burg. It was a thoughtful and 
direct dialogue about the cur-
rent state of government and 
where we should go from here. 
While on campus I also spoke 
with law school students and 
toured the veterans’ benefits 
clinic to learn more about what 
the clinic does.

I also visited with younger 
students and their teachers at 
Hornsby Middle School and 
J.B. Blayton Elementary School 
in Williamsburg, Thomas 
Hunter Middle School and Lee-
Jackson Elementary School 
in Mathews, Mathews High 
School, Holy Cross Academy 
and Cedar Forest Elementary 
School in Fredericksburg. It 
was great to spend time at these 
schools and get a current pic-
ture from educators, and to hear 
from students, and tell them 
about their government.

Last week also brought hum-
bling moments, as I attended 
events in America’s First Dis-
trict honoring our nation’s 
veterans. These events were 
a reminder of the service and 
sacrifice of so many who pro-
tect our country and who 
advance the ideals that we 
hold close. Veterans Day is an 
important day of remembrance 
and though our nation is faced 
with many challenges, we must 
never forget that our freedom is 
precious and that some gave all 
to preserve it. 

Since the beginnings of our 
great nation, many have fought 
and died for our liberty. Our 
country remains free and pow-
erful because we have the stron-
gest military the world has ever 
known and behind every soldier 
and veteran is a family who 
supports them.  

Our commonwealth is steeped 
in military tradition and we’re 
proud of the thousands of Vir-
ginians who have served or are 
serving.  From a wreath-laying 
at Fort A.P. Hill, a Marine Corps 
Birthday celebration in Stafford 
to the Fredericksburg Area Vet-
erans Council, I was proud and 
humbled to be a part of these 
events honoring the brave men 
and women who have served in 
the past and serve now. 

This week, Congress returns 
to Washington, D.C., for the 
beginning of a “lame-duck” 
session. I believe that our top 
priority must be to pass legis-
lation to allow our economy 
to get moving again. We must 
extend the tax cuts across all 
incomes. Higher taxes will not 
get anyone hired. 

By allowing Americans to 
keep more of their hard-earned 
money, the federal government 
puts the power back into the 
hands of the people, allowing 
them to decide how their money 
is best spent. It’s time that the 
federal government takes the 
actions necessary to eliminate 
some of the uncertainty in our 
economy and get a handle on 
the out-of-control spending 
with an eye toward common 
sense, and the best interests and 
safety of this nation in mind.

The 
Congressional 
Report

by Rep. Rob Wittman

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Keeping the Northern Neck whole 
The U.S. Constitution requires that 

every 10 years legislative districts 
have their lines readjusted so that their 
populations can be approximately 
equal. This process is known as redis-
tricting.  It is an attempt to honor the 
concept that we are all created equal. 

If legislative districts were not cre-
ated equal, then those districts with 
fewer people would have dispropor-
tionately more effect on the legisla-
tive process.  However, the U.S. Con-
stitution does not give guidance as to 
how those legislative lines should be 
drawn. The  Virginia Constitution pro-
vides ambiguous direction stating the 
districts must be “contiguous and com-
pact.”

All this is to say that the four coun-
ties of the Northern Neck are not 
legally required to be in the same Con-
gressional, State Senate or House of 
Delegates district, despite the fact that 
it makes common sense to do so. (In 
fact, in 1991 Democrats drew Rich-
mond County out of the state senate 
district that contained the remaining 
three Northern Neck counties). 

Plainly put, breaking these counties 
up is just plain terrible policy.

For all these reasons, I am asking 
any and all civic and governmental 
organizations to adopt the following 
resolution: 

Whereas, the four counties of Lan-

caster, Northumberland, Westmoreland 
and Richmond are a distinct commu-
nity of interest known as the Northern 
Neck;

Whereas, this community has been 
defined as the land between the Poto-
mac and Rappahannock Rivers since 
the mid-17th century; and,

Whereas, it has been well docu-
mented that these areas have histori-
cally been separate and distinct from 
Virginia because of their unique geog-
raphy, bounded on the north by the 
Potomac River, the east by the Chesa-
peake Bay and the south by the Rappa-
hannock River; and,

Whereas, these counties have been 
in the same House of Delegates leg-
islative district since 1962 and have 
always been represented in a single 
Congressional District; and,

Whereas, the Northern Neck defines 
its needs not by political or county 
lines, but by cultural values that extend 
through the communities and families 
of the region; and,

Whereas, this region self-identifies 
as the Northern Neck with over 87 
businesses and civic organizations 
listed in the local telephone book as 
being Northern Neck; and,

Whereas, a Google search brings up 
over 360,000 unique references to this 
geographic region; and,

Whereas, the four counties of the 
Northern Neck share a Planning Dis-

trict Commission, a regional jail, an 
electric cooperative, a vocational 
school, a Soil and Water Conservation 
District, a tourism council and numer-
ous church and civic associations, 
and,

Whereas, this region has been repre-
sented by members of various political 
parties and keeping these counties con-
tiguous does not benefit one particular 
political party over another; 

Now, therefore be it resolved that 
it is the desire of [this county, civic 
group] that the four counties of the 
Northern Neck be kept in their entirety 
in the same congressional district and 
legislative districts.

Once adopted, this resolution can 
be forwarded to Del. Mark Cole, chair 
of the Redistricting Subcommittee of 
the House of Delegates Committee on 
Privileges and Elections at P.O. Box 
6046, Fredericksburg, VA, 22403, 
and to Sen. Janet Howell, chair of the 
Redistricting Subcommittee of the 
Senate of Virginia Committee on Priv-
ileges and Elections at P.O. Box 2608, 
Reston, VA, 20195.  

Individuals may also right the chairs 
to express their desire to have the 
Northern Neck remain intact in one 
legislative district.

Only by knowing the will of North-
ern Neck people can the House and the 
Senate draw lines which are to us plain 
common sense.

Miss Annie Gordon, formerly 
of White Stone, but for the last 
eighteen years living in Balti-
more, recently died in that city. 
Her remains were interned at Mt. 
Vernon cemetery Wednesday of 
last week, Rev. A. H. Montague 
conducting the service.
Boat Notes

The Advocate, an oyster 
schooner, belonging to A. J. 
Lewis of Walnut Point, was cap-
sized last week in the Potomac. 
The Captain and crew were 
saved. The Advocate was built 
in 1859.

In addition to the improve-
ments on the Neuse, of the B.C.& 
A., to be made at Skinner’s yards 
in Baltimore, the Middlesex, 
of the Md., Del. & Va., goes to 
Newport News yards to have her 
machinery raised and another 
deck put on.
Fish and Oyster Notes

No permit for scraping plant-
ing ground is valid until shore 
rent is paid, bouys are properly 
placed and $500 bond given.

Under the new law the 21½ 
inch tub only can be used. Buyers 
violate the law as much by using 

21 inch as they would 22 inch.
Things are getting along 

nicely on the lower Potomac. 
Oysters are fat, and now bring-
ing 40 cents. The inspector in 
Northumberland has licensed 
102 tongers and 85 dredgers.

The catch of trout at sea the 
past week by hand was excep-
tionally large. It was really trou-
blesome to take them as fast as 
they wished to bite. The ocean, 
too, was alive with horned sharks, 
an indication that the fish will 
soon leave for warmer waters. 
Gunning was excellent. In eight 

hours Frank Dirickson, of Chi-
coteague, killed 210 ducks.

Virginia is determined that 
none but the best oysters shall 
be placed on the market this 
season. At this time, when some 
other states are making much 
talk about pollution, etc., Vir-
ginia sees an opportunity for her 
shippers to get in “right” and 
the State will see that they take 
advantage of it.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

During the course of Ray-
mond Booth’s campaign for 
mayor of Kilmarnock, there 
was a great deal of competi-
tiveness. Emails cited recently 
make it difficult to determine 
the spirit of what the writer was 
saying and I feel many things 
were taken out of context that 
were meant to be humorous 
to make a point. Even though 
mine contained fact with added 
humor, I didn’t attack anyone 
with slanderous remarks or 
lies, so I will have to only take 
credit for a “war of words” 
with council member Rebecca 
Nunn.  

When Mayor Booth won the 
election quite handily in July, I 
finally challenged Mrs. Nunn to 
discontinue her emails to me.

I believe last week’s paper 
confirmed the role of the mayor 
and his duties, based on the 
charter, as we had stated all 
along. The fact remains that 
Raymond C. Booth Jr. carries 
the title of “Mayor of Kilmar-
nock.” He served on the plan-
ning commission and was ele-
vated to chairman before run-

Kilmarnock 
Mayor-Advisor

ning for mayor. I will continue 
to serve as his “typist, printing 
off his emails, specialist” until 
he decides it’s not necessary. 

Sometimes people love to 
bring out the bad in others, 
instead of the best in them-
selves. 

As far as Mrs. Lidholm’s 
letter to the editor covering the 
conversations I had with Mrs. 
Trapp of the OCA in Rich-
mond, she in no way guided 
me on what to do. I think Mrs. 
Lidholm is doing some cleanup 
work, as is expected with an 
agency that deals in sensi-
tive matters. I guess the word 
“valid” (my term) is a term 
they use and was in no way 
used by her during the conver-
sation, but merely I could fill 
out the form as the first step for 
them to use to get it to the right 
person. Mrs. Trapp was very 
professional, courteous and 
knowledgeable.  

On that note, I was previ-
ously told that Mark Flynn of 
the Virginia Municipal League 
“doesn’t remember the conver-
sation he had with you and the 
mayor.” However, in last week’s 
paper (after I provided the date 
and time and the content of 

that call) he went into detail to 
explain what was said during 
that conversation, and what 
documents he used to explain 
it. I am sure he may have for-
gotten it and I am very glad this 
was corrected. His information 
to us on conference call and to 
the paper in last week’s article 
was very factual and gave cre-
dence to the charter as being 
the legal document that guides 
our town. He confirmed and 
cleared up a number of facts 
with his remarks. 

Fortunately, I know a great 
deal of people outside of our 
town government and I do my 
best to be honest, of good char-
acter, and factual on anything 
in life, not just town business. 

Let’s move on and take the 
high road instead of this con-
stant dissention and continue 
to make Kilmarnock the town 
we all want it to be.

Steve Bonner,
Kilmarnock   

I write to commend whole-
heartedly the publisher, your 
staff, and you for the extraordi-
nary meaningful 24-page insert 
in last week’s paper in honor of 
veterans. What a true treasure!

At first glance, this supple-
ment was a great group of pic-
tures. Much more importantly, 
it was a thoughtful collection 
of exceptional people, indeed, 
ordinary people having done 
extraordinary things.

All of those faces looking 
back, reflecting all of the atti-
tudes, values, decisions, choices 
and habits we admire and 
dream of having and making. 
For sure, true heroes and her-
oines. In every photograph 
spread through every page, the 
silent expression of dedication, 
contribution, sacrifice, cour-
age, duty, honor, country, and 
more. None of these “best of 
all of us” ever asked for any 
credit or expected any adula-
tion. Rather, each performed 
with commitment to the preser-
vation of freedoms and liberty 
that, thanks to them, remain the 
foundation of American excep-
tionalism.

My wife and I also paused 
to remember and gratefully 
consider those whose pictures 
could not be included. So many 
locally and regionally whom we 
have known and about whom 
we have read and heard. And, 
of course, those many, many 
others across our great country. 
Let us also most gratefully con-
sider all of the families as well.

Thank you very much for a 
job very well done.

Glenn C. Cockrell,
Kilmarnock

A job well done
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©2008-2010 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home 
office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered 
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer non-Nationwide homeowners 
insurance products only in FL.

Switch to Nationwide®    now, and together  
we’ll help build a policy that’s right for you.

Why get typical home
insurance when you could
have it TAILORED?

Call me for a quote today

Doug Wilt 
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477

LANCASTER COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEDICATION OF THE LANCASTER COUNTY 

JUDICIAL CENTER
On Monday, November 29, 2010 beginning at 5 
p.m. the Lancaster County Board of Supervisors will 
conduct a dedication ceremony for the new Judicial 
Center located at 8265 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, 
Virginia All members of the public are cordially invited 
to attend.

At 7 p.m. the same evening the Board of Supervisors 
will conduct its regularly scheduled monthly meeting 
in the lobby of the new judicial center            Nov. 10-3t

YOUR LETTERS

I want the editor of this paper 
to know that I can’t remember 
ever waiting so eagerly for an 
edition of the Rappahannock 
Record as I did for the Record’s 
Special Salute to our Veterans 
that was published November 
10.  It was as if I was a child 
again on Christmas Eve.   

Words cannot adequately 
express how much pleasure 
and enjoyment I experienced 
from viewing the 600 plus 
photos.  I found myself view-
ing and reviewing the pictures 
again and again and each time 
through the section I would 
recognize another name and 
would think out loud and say 
“I didn’t know he was in the 
service.”  

It became a family affair as 
husbands, wives and friends 
giggled together at the way we 
were. What a wonderful spe-
cial bond that is shared by all 
who served their country. For 
a few brief moments you made 
me forget about all the happen-
ings in the world. I thank you 
from the depths of my heart 
for taking all of these veterans 
back to the days of our youth.  

My only regret is that I didn’t 
take the time to dig up pictures 
of my uncles, cousins and 
nephews to include them in the 
photo display. I wonder how 
many other Record readers are 
having the same regret.

Sometime we get so busy 
with things that are going on 
in our lives that we don’t stop 
to appreciate the valuable con-
tributions that are made by the 
many good institutions in our 
community. 

The Rappahannock Record 
is one of the valued resources 
in our community and today I 
salute it for making the veter-
ans feel special.  What a great 
day it is to be a soldier.

 Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

A salute to 
our local paper

The Interfaith Service Coun-
cil appeals for your help.

As we move toward Thanks-
giving Day and the holiday 
season, an old song comes to 
mind: “the days grow short 
when we reach November.” Our 
Lancaster and Northumberland 
County neighbors in need are 
very aware that, as “the days 
grow short,” nights are longer 
and colder.

With the construction season 
over, a long winter stretches 
ahead with employment pros-
pects low or nonexistent. These 
distressed neighbors need blan-
kets, often because heaters 
are broken or out of fuel, and 
blankets are the only way they 
can keep their families warm at 
night. Food stamps and local 
food banks help with grocer-
ies, but there is little money for 
gasoline or car repairs to get to 
work, doctors’ appointments or 
job training.

Winter also is a very lonely 
time for our housebound 
elderly and disabled neighbors. 
They look forward to visits 
from the folks who bring them 
their home-delivered meals. 
These older, sick neighbors, 
dependent on Social Security 
and disability checks, simply 
would not survive without 
additional help from their 
families and churches. During 
cold winter months, they often 
confine themselves to living in 
a single room of their homes to 
save electricity and heat.

Interfaith Service Council 
exists to help these neighbors. 
When they do not have money 
to pay for absolutely essential 
goods and services, our emer-
gency programs help them 
with their delinquent electric 
and fuel bills; construction and 
repair of wheelchair ramps, 
floors and roofs in dangerous 
condition; and beds, blankets, 
furniture and household sup-
plies.

Funds are hard to come by 
this year. Interfaith’s member 
churches, the backbone of our 
support, cannot meet increas-
ing needs without help. To 
those who are able to do so, as 
we approach the close of 2010, 
we are appealing that they give 
generously to Interfaith.

To designate a cash con-
tribution for a particular pro-
gram, indicate on your check 
how you want the funding to 
be used, and every dollar will 
go to that purpose. We are an 
all-volunteer organization and 
our administrative costs are 
extremely low. 

If you have spare blankets, 
queen or double sheet sets,  
comforters, mattresses, box 
springs, bed frames or other 

Help those in need

furniture, we will pick them up 
for you or they can be deliv-
ered to our warehouse at 1086 
Harris Road in Kilmarnock.  
Call 435-0887 to arrange for 
someone to meet you at the 
warehouse. Your donations 
will help needy children and 
the elderly, sick and disabled 
to sleep in warm, comfortable 
beds.

May God continue to bless 
and protect you and your family 
as you celebrate His bounty on 
Thanksgiving Day. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

Jeannie Kling, president, 
Interfaith Service Council

There was a time when cut-
ting taxes was a successful 
way to invigorate an ailing 
economy. By cutting taxes, 
government left more of tax-
payers’ earnings in their own 
wallets to save, spend, or 
invest as they saw fit, and the 
economy grew.

Here is how it worked: 
money added to savings 
accounts fueled bank loans to 
consumers and industry. Addi-
tional money spent for goods 
and services encouraged busi-
ness owners to hire more work-
ers to meet increased demand. 
Investors with extra tax-cut 
money naturally invested in 
the American economy, which 
was then the world’s leading 
producer of nearly everything.

But times have changed. Tax 
cutting is simply not the stim-
ulus it used to be. Too much of 
the tax-cut dollar now goes to 
foreign economies.

Nowadays, a large part of 
the consumer dollar feeds the 
foreign economies that have 
surpassed the U.S. in manu-
facturing consumer goods. 
Moreover, financial data pub-
lished daily in the Wall Street 
Journal show that emerging 
market economies, China, 
India, South Korea and others, 
attract an ever greater share 
of the American investment 
dollar.

The most effective way 
for the government to speed 
domestic economic growth 
is to contract with private 
industry to put people to work 
on infrastructure: highways, 
bridges, railways, water and 
sewage treatment plants, and 
so on. Such projects will not 
only create jobs and boost 
the U.S. economy, but also 
increase overall productivity 
for decades into the future.

How to pay for a program 
of new infrastructure invest-
ments? Let the Bush tax cuts 
for the wealthiest two percent 
expire. The resulting addi-
tional revenue, $700 billion 
over the next 10 years, would 
pay for the needed infra-
structure investments without 
adding to the national debt. 
And since the wealthiest two 
percent always receive the 
lion’s share of income from 
economic growth, they will 
also benefit.

The U.S. economy needs 
its share of the tax cuts the 
middle class spends, but our 
government needs the revenue 
to invest in public works that 
will generate new jobs and 
faster private-sector economic 
growth. It’s the way President 
Clinton and a cooperative 
Republican Congress pro-
duced budget surpluses that 
contributed to paying down 
the national debt.

 Bob Lindsey,
Callao

Taxing solutions

It takes a ‘big heart’ to rec-
ognize the deep pain and long-
suffering many of us endure 
from fractured relationships.

We should consider it a 
blessing to be filled with mercy 
and humility toward ‘others.’ It 
is truly nothing short of having 
Godly character!

Most of us who experience 
setbacks, emotional heartbreak 
and relationship turmoil view 
those ‘troublemakers’ as the 
enemy.

In reality, it takes the ‘bigger 
heart’ to realize our enemy is 
the inglorious devil! We label 
and brand those we have pre-
viously embraced with love as 
eminent enemies.

God wants us to be warmly 
sensitive and compassionate 
to those who have hurt us. The 
hardest threshold to cross can 
be an extended olive branch of 
peace. The message you send 
is all about forgiveness without 
trailing prejudice. 

Yes, it always takes a ‘big 
heart’ to be tender and genteel 
in our resolve of damaged rela-
tionships. Fighting the spiri-
tual battle with devout prayer, 
worship and fellowship is the 
answer.

Douglas G. Cook,
White Stone

It takes a big heart

I spent six years on the Kil-
marnock Town Council and still 
attend some council meetings and 
I vote in all town elections.

I am appalled at the animosity 
that is obvious among all mem-
bers and the mayor. This hap-
pened one other time during my 
time on council and it was hard to 
overcome.

The present council should 
work out their differences and get 
down to the business of running 
the town. All this can be accom-
plished without a “go between 
person” and no one person think-
ing he can run the town. There 
should be no such a thing as a  
“Gang of Five,” because all deci-
sions should be voted on because 
of its content and not whose idea 
it is or whose side one is on.

The information in the local 
paper could be somewhat mis-
leading, but can be corrected by 
the town attorney or the town 
office, not an appointed “advi-
sor.” 

This whole thing is very embar-
rassing for our town and needs 
to be corrected. I have my own 
opinions on this whole mess and 
it would be very correctable.

Come on council and mayor, 
grow up and move on to the 
things that matter. This seems 
like a waste of taxpayers money 
and the town attorney’s and town 
manager’s time.

Robert E. Wille,
Kilmarnock

Wasting resources

I have two children in the Lan-
caster County School system. 
My son came home a couple of 
nights ago and told me that his 
school was cold and his teacher 
told them they could bring in a 
blanket if they needed to.

After I heard this I called some 
friends and asked if their children 
had the same story. Yes...the story 
was the same.

I called the school board office 
last Tuesday morning and was 
told to speak to the director of 
operations. His name is John 
Mann. Needless to say he was not 
available so I left a message.

In the meantime, I called some-

There is no excuse 
for a cold classroom

one who works in the school 
system and asked them if they 
knew when the heat was to be 
turned on and they said they were 
told sometime after Thanksgiv-
ing. I indicated to them that I 
was so upset and I was going 
to do something about this and 
they told me they wished I would 
because it was miserable.

I then took it upon myself to 
call the news channels in Rich-
mond. After several phone calls 
Mr. Mann was contacted and he 
was asked why the heat was not 
on. His response was he had been 
on vacation for two weeks...he 
was then asked what the protocol 
was for turning the heat on and 
he said he was not sure because 
he had only been there for four 
months.

After several rounds and being 
notified that the news had been 
contacted he told me the heat had 
been turned on.

It makes me furious that threats 
had to be made to have the heat 
turned on for our children in 
school.

The people in jails have heat 
for goodness sake.

The salaries Mr. Mann and our 
superintendent make are substan-
tial and I feel that their interest is 
not invested in our children. The 
heat was on in the school board 
office, but our children were sit-
ting in classrooms with coats and 
hats on. 

The teachers were unable to 
say anything, so they would ask 
the children to go home and tell 
their parents that they were cold 
in school. The principals of the 
school systems have said they did 
not know there was a problem...
however people who work in the 
same school had to wear coats in 
the classrooms to stay warm.

Our county also has a brand 
new courthouse with a price tag 
of a couple million....and our chil-
dren are in school with no heat. 
The reason that the heat was not 
on was due to budget reasons...so 
the story goes...but now the story 
has changed all of a sudden.

The teachers had told the stu-
dents that the heat would not be 
turned on until after Thanksgiv-
ing, but Mr. Mann had no idea 
where that came from. His story 
quickly changed after he was noti-
fied the news had been called.

If they were going to hold off 
on the heat, then a note should 
have been sent home to let the 
parents know to dress the children 
warmly. Nothing was said.

If I was not heating my home 
and my child went to school to 
tell the teacher they were cold and 
the teacher reported it to Social 
Services, I would be investigated. 
Why should the school be any 
different?

Perhaps we need to clean house 
and start over, or maybe the par-
ents really need to stay on top of 
things. I just assumed that my 
children would be warm while 
they were in school trying to get 
an education. Am I wrong?

Faith Kemp,
Lancaster County

Note: According to school 
officials, the heat has since been 
turned on at all county schools.

Season’s Greetings. All I want 
for Christmas is that all my spe-
cial friends receive a gift and 
enjoy the annual Ty’s Friends 
Christmas Party.

Nothing great can be a part of 
my special friends holiday cheer 
without the heartfelt sharing from 
the community.

“Ty’s Friends Christmas Fund 
and Party” started in 1995 by me, 
Tyrell Antonio Nickens, at the 
age of 10. “Ty’s Friends” will cel-
ebrate 15 years this year and lots 
of friends are depending on me to 
help make this holiday a happy 
occasion.

My special friends are resi-
dents of the Middle Peninsula and 
Northern Neck. They are infants 
to senior citizens, individuals 
who live at home, in adult homes, 
group homes, nursing homes, 
supervised housing and hospitals. 
My special friends are individuals 
who are intelligently challenged, 
mentally ill, mentally altered due 
to aging and unfortunately needy 
due to lack of financial resources 
because of a poor economy.

“Ty’s Friends” is now struggling 
to continue giving everyone a gift 
and a party due to lack of donors 
and other financial resources. 

The economy is not stable and 
this is reflected in everyone’s abil-
ity to support charitable organiza-
tions. I am asking  the residents, 
individuals, businesses, churches, 
clubs, civic organizations, private 
organizations, and anyone else to 
please help me with this year’s 
annual holiday giving. Help can 
be given by sponsoring a special 
individual Angel, donate new gift 
items, donate food for the party, 
volunteer at the party, and provide 

Ty’s Friends 
seeks support

financial support. The annual 
“Ty’s Friends” party will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. December 
21 at The Beacon in Topping.

Monetary donations can be 
forwarded to Union Trust Bank 
in Kilmarnock to “Ty’s Friends 
Fund”; or mail to Ty’s Friends, 
9445 Jessie DuPont Memo-
rial Highway, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482; or call 435-8831, 436-
2549, or 436-4556.

Donations of new unwrapped 
gifts can be left at Mane Cre-
ations Hair Salon (Veney’s Heat-
ing and Air), or Dunn Rite Auto 
Sales in Kilmarnock. Gifts need 
to be delivered to “Ty’s Friends” 
by December 17.

God bless you for remembering 
my friends this holiday season.

Tyrell Nickens,
Kilmarnock

On November 4, 2010, the 
Northumberland Lady Indians 
volleyball team won the North-
ern Neck District champion-
ship, beating Lancaster 3-0. 
Imagine my surprise when the 
sports section headline empha-
sized the Lancaster team’s sec-
ond-place win and downplayed 
the Northumberland achieve-
ment.

I was under the impression 
that the Rappahannock Record 
should impartially report news 
from all over our area and that 
achievement should be recog-
nized regardless of the county 
of origin.

The Northumberland Indian 
volleyball team worked hard 
for their victory and deserved 
more than an afterthought in 
an article lauding Lancaster’s 
achievements.

Jo Crockett,
Heathsville

Lack of coverage
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DECEMBER 2010

1 - 31 - Rappahannock Art League
RAL Studio Gallery Holiday Shop
Monday through Saturday, 10 am - 4:00 pm 
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

2 - Chesapeake Academy Performing Arts & Lecture Series
9:30 am - “Lyle, Lyle Crocodile” (Pre School - Grade 3)
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480
Free - Advance reservations required
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-5575

6 - Historic Christ Church
3:00 pm - “The Holly and the Ivy”
A traditional Christmas carol sing in the church
Refreshments
Admission - 2 non-perishable items for local Food Banks
420 Christ Church Rd., Weems, VA 22576
www.christchurch1735.org (804) 438-6855

11, 12 - The Westmoreland Players
3:00 pm - Readings from “A Christmas Carol”
Lobby event
16217 Richmond Rd., Callao, VA 22435
Ticket information: www.westmorelandplayers.org (804) 529-9345

JANUARY 2011

4 - 29 - Rappahannock Art League
All Member Show - “You Be the Judge”
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am - 4:00 pm 
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

12 - Chesapeake Academy Performing Arts & Lecture Series
9:30 am - “The Little Red & the Gingerbread Man” 
(Pre School - Grade 3)
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480
Free - Advance reservations required 
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-5575

15 - Chesapeake Academy Performing Arts & Lecture Series
9:30 - 11:00 am - Discovery Day (Ages 4 - 7)
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480
Free and open to the public
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-5575

15 - Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts “On Stage”
7:30 pm - Bowen McCauley Dance
191 School St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482   
Tickets $28
www.rappahannockfoundation.org  (804) 435-0292
 
16 - The Westmoreland Players
3:00 pm - “In the Mood”
Big Band concert
16217 Richmond Rd., Callao, VA 22435
Ticket information: www.westmorelandplayers.org (804) 529-9345

25 - Rappahannock Art League
1:00 pm - The Virginia Watercolor Society Exhibition 
Slide review and discussion
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

27 - Chesapeake Academy Performing Arts & Lecture Series
9:30 am - “Giovanni and the Beanstalk” (Age 4 - Grade 5)
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480
Free - Advance reservations required 
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-5575

FEBRUARY 2011

1 - 28 - Rappahannock Art League
Children’s Exhibits
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

Your Community Arts Calendar 

8 - Chesapeake Academy Performing Arts & Lecture Series
9:30 am - Chinese Acrobats (Pre School - Grace 8)
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480
Free - Advance reservations required 
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-5575

12 - Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts “On Stage”
7:30 pm - Seven Sopranos
191 School St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482   
Tickets $28
www.rappahannockfoundation.org  (804) 435-0292 

12 - Chesapeake Academy Performing Arts & Lecture Series
9:30 - 11:00 am - Discovery Day (Ages 4 - 7)
107 Steamboat Road, Irvington, VA 22480
Free and open to the public 
www.chesapeakeacademy.com (804) 438-5575

13 - Northern Neck Orchestra
3:00 pm - String Player Recital with Virginia Chapter American String 
Teachers Association
303 South Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Free admission
www.nnorchestra.org or www.vasta.org (804) 435-9833

18 - March 6 - The Westmoreland Players
“All My Sons”
16217 Richmond Rd., Callao, VA 22435
Ticket information: www.westmorelandplayers.org (804) 529-9345

24 - Rappahannock Concert Association
7:30 p.m. - Trio Con Brio
Tickets $20
Rt. 360 and Academic Lane, Heathsville, VA  22473
www.rappahannockconcerts.org (804) 493-9522 

28 - Rappahannock Art League
1:00 pm - Picasso - Man of Mystery
Speaker from The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
19 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.ralgallery.com (804) 436-9309

Rappahanock
Foundation for 
the Arts

presented by

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts

Cut here to save.

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department Ladies Auxiliary 

is conducting a fundraiser with Southern 
Flavoring Company. We are currently taking 
orders for food flavorings, extracts and Lorann 
Gourmet Oils & Flavors. Their signature “Happy 
Home brand” is well known by bakers nationally. 
They are handcrafted in their own facility in the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. 
Flavorings come in imitation, natural and premium 
for a total of 15 different choices and are 7 ounces 
in size. Extract only comes in one flavor while the 
Lorann Oils come in 9 varieties & 57 confectionary 
flavors. The oils & confectionary flavors come 2 to a 
package and are .125 fl. oz. Call for prices. To place 
an order for your holiday baking season, contact 
Wendy at 436-4237, Faye at 462-7425 or any 
auxiliary member.

Book Signing
Saturday, Nov. 20th • 10 am - 2 pm

Crab Nets & Sunsets
Recollections of Clay Bank, VA

by Henry Spalding, Jr.
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery

144 School Street (across from the school) • Kilmarnock, VA

www.virginia-antiques.com
804-435-1207 or 1-800-497-0083

On November 6, 1860:  Abraham Lin-
coln is elected U.S. President. He wins 
only one percent of the vote in Virginia.

On November 10, 1860:  The South 
Carolina legislature calls for a conven-
tion to consider secession.

On November 17, 1860: Lancaster 
County Forms Militia Units. 

Anticipating the imminent secession 
of South Carolina and the resulting 
possibility of war, Lancaster County 
comes forward to organize and equip a 
company of Cavalry and a company of 
Infantry, both to be attached to the 92 
Regiment of Virginia Militia.

Merriweather Lewis and James Ball 
are bound to the Commonwealth for 

$3,000 in receipt of 50 sabres and belts 
and 50 revolver pistols from Capt. Dim-
mock of the Virginia Militia to outfit a 
company of cavalry. 

William Henderson, William Brent 
and Samuel Downing are bound for 
$1,500 in receipt of 60 percussion mus-
kets and accoutrements from Capt. Dim-
mock to outfit a company of infantry. 
Information on recruitment and training 
is posted at the Court House. 

This is the first entry in a new monthly 
series by the Lancaster County Civil 
War Sesquicentennial Committee about 
what was happening 150 years ago in 
the Northern Neck as its citizens faced 
the Civil War.  Families sent, and lost, 

husbands and sons to the war, while 
those who stayed behind endured con-
stant local raids and were deprived of 
the basic means of life.

The committee wants to share these 
stories of life at war and on the home-
front, and needs the community’s help.  
Assistance is needed in ways such as 
gathering letters, photographs, uni-
forms, and other artifacts of the period, 
and participating in programs, tours, 
reenactments, and museum exhibits.

To get involved, contact William Chap-
man at 804-435-3464, or Karen Hart at 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum at 
history@mbwm.org.  Information about 
the Virginia Civil War Sesquicentennial 
Commission can be found at virgini-
acivilwar.org.

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster Democrats will meet at 
7 p.m. Monday, November 22, 
at the Bank of Lancaster north-
side branch in Kilmarnock. A 
half-hour before the meeting, 
beverages and snacks will be 
served.

The program will be a review 
of the November elections. 
The committee wants to look 
into the voting patterns in the 
various precincts in the First 
District with a goal of finding 
ways to improve turn out and 
Democratic support, especially 
in Lancaster County.

All those interested in local 
Democratic activities are 
invited to attend, or contact 
committee chairman Donna 
Anderson at 435-3148, or lan-
covadems.org.

Having been a member of 
the Republican Party, and an 
erstwhile member of its lead-
ership for more than 50 years, 
I see a major, and very neces-
sary, cathartic flushing of the 
party leadership as an essential 
first step in reorganizing the 
party into a true nationwide 
gathering of conservatives in 
the image of Reagan and Gold-
water. The party, especially at 
its national and state levels, has 
been misguided and in decline 
since Reagan for good reason.   

First, and foremost, the 
Republican leadership must 
read the tea leaves, grab its hin-
ders and return the party to its 
conservative foundation, to the 
party of Reagan and Goldwater, 
if it is to survive as a credible 
national political force. Should 
it be unwilling to do so, it must 

Most folks agree that the 
message in the midterm elec-
tion was that the economy 
is the nation’s central con-
cern, and that the recovery 
has not been strong enough. 
From this, one would expect 
the victorious Republicans 
to be primarily focused on 
the economy. But Senators 
Mitch McConnell and Eric 
Cantor are saying that one of 
the GOP’s top priorities will 
be to conduct House com-
mittee investigations into the 
Obama healthcare bill and 
other Obama initiatives. So 
much for the economy being 
their top priority.

There’s also the matter of 
spending, a big Tea Party 
issue. Only about 15 per-
cent of the total budget is 
discretionary. The notion of 
“wasteful spending” sounds 
plausible, but what defines 
“wasteful”? Here in Virginia, 
Secretary Gates recently cut 
costs by shutting down a Joint 
Command Unit in Norfolk. It 
caused significant job losses, 
so many that Sen. Webb is 
asking for a full report from 
Gates. Anyway, expect the 
NIMBY (Not In My Back 
Yard) reaction to spending 
cuts to kick in when these cuts 
impact a local economy.

On the revenue side, there’s 
the issue of the Bush tax 
cuts, a boon to wealthy fami-
lies like the Bush dynasty. In 
the last decade, it is the very 
wealthy who have shown the 
greatest growth in income 
while middle class incomes 
have not grown. The GOP 
wants to make all of these tax 
cuts permanent, saying they 
are needed to stimulate the 
economy. That may be true in 
the case of the middle class 
and working poor, they always 

Civil War Sesquicentennial

YOUR LETTERS

150 years ago this month: Disunion, war would soon begin

The GOP’s
true priorities

need consumer goods.
But the wealthy already 

have everything. For them, 
most of that extra money 
from their tax cuts ends up in 
places like offshore or Swiss 
bank accounts. So the tax cuts 
for the middle class should 
be made permanent because 
more of the money goes into 
the economy. But those for the 
wealthy are way too expen-
sive for what little benefit the 
economy gets from them. But 
unfortunately, I doubt if Con-
gress will see the light on this 
issue.

Frank Mann
Lancaster

To-do list for the
conservative majority

be replaced by a Conservative 
Party. A glance at the political 
map, as of Wednesday morning 
following the recent election, 
should tell anyone with a scin-
tilla of sense that the national 
core is conservative.  

The elites’ argument that the 
Republican party must become 
“a big inclusive tent” was torn 
asunder by the smashing vic-
tories racked up by those Tea 
Partiers with their guns and 
Bibles, those unkempt peasants 
with their smelly boots and 
pitchforks. They are the very 
core of the national being and 
may be ignored only at great 
peril to the party.

The Washington dandies 
with their freshly pressed 
blue shirts and white collars 
posing as Republicans (dare I 
say Rinos ?) need to put on a 
pair of smelly boots and grab 
a pitchfork; it’ll be refresh-
ing. November 2012 is not that 
far off, pitchforks have pointy 
ends and smelly boots are well, 
smelly, and not very discrimi-
nating about whose hinder they 
connect with.     

The Republican to-do list, 
directed at reducing out of con-
trol spending, admittedly huge, 
must include:

• Reduction of  the size of the 
federal government, including 
the outright elimination of sev-
eral departments, and through 
consolidation, contraction and 
defunding several others. 

• Restructuring of remain-
ing departments into leaner, 
meaner operations.

• Review and consolidation 
of numerous duplicative func-
tions currently in existence 
throughout the federal govern-
ment.

• Getting the federal govern-
ment out of banking, insurance, 
manufacturing, healthcare and 
completely out of the pockets 
of the average American.  

Gene Ruminski,
White Stone

Please limit
letters to
300 words

Democrats
to review
election
statistics

The Record will observe 
early deadlines next week.

Because post offices will be 
closed on Thanksgiving Day, 
Thursday, November 25, the 
Record will appear on Wednes-
day, November 24.

Most display advertisements 
are needed by 4 p.m. Friday, 
November 19. The final dead-
lines will be 10 a.m. Monday, 
November 22, for display ads 
that are repeated from a previ-
ous issue or those submitted in 
the portable document format 
(pdf) and noon Monday for 
classified ads and news items.

By email, news items may be 
submitted to editor@rrecord.
com and advertisements may 
be sent to mail@rrecord.com.

Record to publish
early next week

Horn Harbor 
House Restaurant

Last weekend until 
March 18, 2011
Friday, November 19 • 5-10pm

Saturday, November 20 • 5-10pm

Sunday, November 21 • 4-9pm

featuring all the fan favorites 
including shrimp n’ grits, petite filet, 

prime rib, homemade desserts 
and many more!

Thanks for a great year and we wish 
everyone a happy & healthy 

holiday season!

804-453-3351
836 Horn Harbor Rd, Burgess
On the Great Wicomico River


