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Vote on Tuesday
by Audrey Thomasson

D

emocrats, Republicans and independents are gearing up for the mid-term
elections on Tuesday, November 2.
Three candidates are seeking the local First District seat in the U.S. House
of Representatives. Additionally, voters will decide on three proposed amendments to Virginia’s Constitution.
Candidates for the U.S. House seat include incumbent Republican Robert J.
“Rob” Wittman of Montross, Democrat Krystal M. Ball of Fredericksburg and
independent Green Party candidate G. Gail “for Rail” Parker of Alexandria.
The three constitutional amendments requiring a yes or no vote are:
Question 1: Shall Section 6 of Article X of the Constitution of Virginia be
amended to authorize legislation that will permit localities to establish their
own income or financial worth limitations for purposes of granting property tax
relief for homeowners not less than 65 years of age or permanently and totally
disabled?
Question 2: Shall the Constitution be amended to require the General Assembly to provide a real property tax exemption for the principal residence of a
veteran, or his or her surviving spouse, if the veteran has a 100 percent serviceconnected, permanent, and total disability?
Question 3: Shall Section 8 of Arti- Profiles of the three candicle X of the Constitution of Virginia
dates for Congress in the
be amended to increase the permissible size of the Revenue StabilizaFirst District of Virginia,
tion Fund (also known as the “rainy
as well as their responses
day fund”) from 10 percent to 15
percent of the Commonwealth’s average annual tax revenues derived from to a series of questions
income and retail sales taxes for the
appears on page A7.
preceding three fiscal years?

Absentee voting

All absentee ballots by mail must be received by election day, November 2.
Absentee voting in person continues through Saturday, October 30, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. in the office of the county registrar.
Lancaster registrar Peggy Harding’s office is at 8694 Mary Ball Road in Lancaster. She can be reached at 462-5277.
Northumberland registrar Kathy Goddard’s office is at 72 Monument Place in
the old courthouse in Heathsville. She can be reached at 580-4655.

Election Day voting

Pick a pumpkin

On Tuesday, polls open at 6 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. Voters are required to
show identification at the polls, such as a Virginia voter card or driver’s license,
From left, Keegan, Kelly, Brandon and Berkley Kellum pick out a pumpkin on a recent visit to the Northern Neck a federal, state or local government identification card or an employer-issued
Farm Museum. The museum’s corn maze will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays and 1 to 4 p.m. Sundays identification card or social security card.
through November 7. Admission is $5.The museum also will host a Halloween event from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
October 30, at The Big Red Barn. Activities will include children’s games, a pumpkin-carving contest, story time with
a farmer and a costume contest. Admission is $5 with children under 4 free. Photo by Starke Jett

Lancaster planning commission
is tiptoeing through ‘greenways’
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Planners are stepping softly as they approach the issue
of delineating areas for “greenways,”
also known as conservation areas,
because they call for reduced or no
development.
In the past, property owners
objected when county officials considered increasing set-backs along
the three major county roads and
again during discussions on openspace planning.
“We got pounded on for telling
property owners what they can do
with their property,” said chair David

Jones. “We need a better way to sell
it.”
Over the past few months, Northern
Neck Planning District Commission
environmental planner Stuart McKenzie has been pitching the concept
to Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond and Westmoreland counties.
According to McKenzie, the idea
is to create “greenways” across the
Northern Neck to link with “greenways” in adjoining counties. “If you
know where you want to put development, you might want to consider
where not to put it,” he said.
He showed maps of the county that
identified areas which would qualify,

Lancaster County polls

District 1 polling is at the Ruritan Center at 3989 White Chapel Road near
Lively. Pollworkers are judge Robin Payne, Edna Bush, Faith McDermott, Beverly Courtney and Nancy Chilton.
District 2 polling is at Trinity Episcopal Church at 8484 Mary Ball Road in
Lancaster. Pollworkers are judge Robert Gauthier, William Louis Lee, Else Mae
Ball, Dorothy Pagano and Robert Hedges.
District 3-precinct 301 votes at the White Stone firehouse at 578 Chesapeake
Drive in White Stone. Pollworkers are judge William Martin, Lois Lane, Nancy
Sanders, Marybeth Sisson, Loretta Borostovik and Catharine Ward.
District 3-precinct 302 votes at Grace Episcopal Church at 303 South Main
Street in Kilmarnock. Pollworkers are judge Rachel Harding-Griffith, Jean
Crist, Joann Fickling and Irene Walker.
District 4 voting is at the Kilmarnock-Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad
building at 61 Harris Road in Kilmarock. Pollworkers are judge Lena Dixon,
Jim Wight, Mei-Li Beane, Laura Waddy and Patricia Cockrell.
District 5 polling is at Irvington Baptist Church at 53 King Carter Drive in
Irvington. Pollworkers are judge Ann Gray Wood, Anne McClintock, Albert
Nunn, Virginia Smithson and Carol Ann Biscontini.
The Central Absentee precinct is in the Saunders building at 8694 Mary Ball
Road in Lancaster. Pollworkers include judge Catharine Moore, Margaret Forrester and Susan Jett.

noting they had to be over 100 acres of
contiguous land without such things
as power line easements or roads.
He suggested identifying areas
best suited in a natural state. “In the
Northern Neck, most forests are on
marginal soils; either low production soils or soils with steep slopes,”
said McKenzie. “Natural areas in
Lancaster County benefit all citizens
by filtering air and water and keep- Northumberland County polls
District 1 polling is at the Callao firehouse at 314 Northumberland Highway
ing soil in place. They would have a
higher value for filtration, as a wild- in Callao. Pollworkers are chief James Michel, Bernice Smith, Cindy Marston,
life habitat and as corridors for wild- Veronica Michel, John Huber, Joyce Keller and Jim Keller.
District 2 polling is at St. Stephen’s Church at 6538 Northumberland Highway in Heathsville. Pollworkers are chief Jim Webber, Jim Peed, Patricia Harris,
‘Greenways’, continued on page A2 Marlene Howard, Sally Conley, Irene Bunns, Ethel Carpou and reserve Mary
Curry.
District 3-A polling is at the Northumberland Public Library at 7204
Northumberland Highway in Heathsville. Pollworkers are chief Direthia
Thornton,Gayle Thompson, Jasmine Cross, Mary Wildy, Carol Davis and Gene
Davis.
District 3-B polling is at Mt. Olive Baptist Church at 6749 Jessie duPont
Memorial Highway near Wicomico Church. Pollworkers are chief Shirley
Ritch, Linda LaRue, Charles Butler, Jean Campbell, Mildred Reid and Florine
commission reviewed recommended Rice.
changes to the initial draft as submitDistrict 4-A polling is at Wicomico Parish Church at 5191 Jessie duPont
ted by residents at a hearing August Memorial Highway in Wicomico Church. Pollworkers are chief James Coates,
19. There were 13 changes proposed Elaine Harrigan, George McMahon, Nancy McMahon, Terry Eilers, Mary
by citizens ranging from allowing Ellis, Margaret Welch and reserves Peter Kane and Susan Kane.
increased density for environmental
District 5 polling is at the Reedville firehouse at 119 Main Street in Reedconsiderations (designed to encourage ville. Pollworkers are chief Linda Jamison, Jacqueline Armentrout, Edward
cluster type developments) to requiring Priestas, Patricia Priestas, Ed Johnson, Sandy Saxer, Kathryn Creeth and
a major Water Quality Impact Assess- reserves Judy Burgess and Marilyn McCabe.
The Central Absentee Precinct will be at the Northumberland County courtPUD ordinance, continued on page A2 house. Pollworkers are chief Marlene Jackson, Doris Douglas and Joe Schlatter.

Planned unit development ordinance
is under review in Northumberland
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning commission on
October 21 reviewed a draft ordinance
establishing a planned unit development zoning district (R-5).
However, any new ordinance
would not be applicable to the proposed Bluff Point planned unit development because that application was

filed months ago.
After the planning commission finishes reviewing the draft prepared by
county staff, it will hold a public hearing on the ordinance and make its recommendation to the board of supervisors. The board also will conduct a
hearing prior to casting a decision. The
commission does not have a specific
timetable for its review.
During last week’s meeting, the

Lancaster High
puts on powerful
homecoming show

T

he Lancaster High Red Devil
Marching Band plays the fight
song as a fired-up varsity football
team breaks through a “Wreck
the Raiders” banner held by
cheerleaders to start the school’s
annual homecoming celebration
last Friday.
The Red Devils wrecked the
Rappahannock High Raiders, 56-6, to
remain unbeaten at 7-0. Lancaster
has only three games remaining in
regular season play and will face
the defending Group A, Division 2
champion, Essex, in Tappahannock
at 7 p.m. Friday, October 29.
For more homecoming coverage,
see pages C1 and C5, as well as
RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa HintonValdrighi
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Lancaster High School Homecoming 2010
The celebration continues with a slide show at
RRecord. com
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The bench trial of Dr. Matthew Shifflett and his wife,
Caroline, both 36, which was
scheduled for Friday, has been
continued to 9 a.m. January 21
in Lancaster County Circuit
Court.
The Shiffletts are each
charged with one felony count
of manufacture of marijuana
for use by others. A pre-trial
motion will be heard on January 7.

n Speed up

Gov.
Bob
McDonnell
recently announced the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) will post 70
mph speed limits on 680 miles
of interstates no later than
December 31. This change will
result in 61 percent of Virginia’s 1,119 miles of interstates
being posted at 70 mph.
While campaigning for governor, Gov. McDonnell proposed the speed limit increase
to 70 mph in rural and less
populated areas as a way to
improve transportation in the
Commonwealth.

GOT NEWS?

E d i t o r @ R Re c o r d . c o m
Tu e s d a y s a t n o o n

LANCASTER
MIDDLE SCHOOL
HISTORYLAND
Community
Workshop

The Lancaster Players
Presents

‘Greenways’
life movement.”
Such areas would be ideal for
hunt clubs while other places
could have better soil for farming or development, he said.
McKenzie noted the state
could now supply maps “that
value natural areas within Lancaster County.”
However, the issue facing
planners is how to create incentives for landowners to keep
land in its natural state.
Although land conservation is part of the comprehensive plan, said planner Robert
Smart, there is a small percentage of publicly owned land in
the county, “...most is privately
owned. We have no mechanism

8:30am - 12:30pm

to get people to conserve.” He
suggested creating a reservoir
of properties—going to owners
and giving them some financial
incentive to place property in a
“greenway.”
Jones asked McKenzie to
identify natural areas for a
future meeting, but reminded
him, “when we picked areas
before, everyone wanted it
placed somewhere else.”
According to county planning and land use director Don
Gill, “greenway” planning
would not become an issue
until work begins on the next
county comprehensive plan in
2012.

Correction
In a story on Kilmarnock
town council, it was reported a
vote was taken at the end of the
meeting on whether to overrule
the mayor and go into a closed
session to discuss an infraction
by an employee who reports to
council.
Council’s vote ended in a 2
to 2 tie, prompting Mayor Raymond Booth to state the vote
failed because it lacked the
two-thirds required to overrule
his decision.

“ I Love You,

You’re Perfect, Now Change”
By Joe DePietro
Music by Jimmy Roberts

Oct. , 29, 30 & Nov. 5, 6
Evenings
T

How to reach us:

To reach members of the staff, dial the
main phone number, 435-1701, and
then the employee’s extension when
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

HEATHSVILLE—Maunta
Banks was the leader of a threeman gang that invaded the home
of Hack’s Neck Road resident
James Blackwell on March 22,
2009. While Anthony Membrey
waited outside, Banks and Eric
Pridgen held Blackwell and
three members of his family
captive at gunpoint and stole
more than $90,000, according
to Northumberland County
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jane
Wrightson.
On October 18, Banks was
convicted by a jury in the Northumberland County Circuit
Court on nine felonies and sentenced to 60 years in jail. The
trial took all day, but the jury
deliberated for only 25 minutes,
Wrightson said.
The three Newport News men
had been informed by a fourth
accomplice, Jerwine Dunaway,
that the Blackwell residence
might have money. Blackwell,
his wife, Erma, their son, Bernard, and his daughter, Bernadette, faced a gun while the
men ransacked the house taking
the large amount of cash.
They also stole Bernard’s
Toyota pickup truck, using it as

their escape vehicle. The perpetrators were captured after Dunaway cooperated with investigators, according to Wrightson.
Membrey and Pridgen also testified against Banks, who had
prior armed robbery convictions, in exchange for reduced
sentences.
“Everybody
cooperated,”
said Wrightson.
Banks was convicted of robbery, larceny of more than
$90,000, use of a firearm in a
robbery, larceny of the truck,
wearing a mask in public and
four counts of abduction, all
felonies. He was sentenced
to 20 years for the robbery,
10 years for the larceny, three
years for the use of a firearm,
one year for the auto theft,
one year for wearing a mask,
five years for each of the adult
abductions and 10 years for
the child’s abduction, totaling
60 years to be served consecutively, Wrightson said.
She said Banks’ final sentencing would be on December 14 in the Northumberland
County Circuit Court with
Judge Harry Taliaferro III presiding. He is currently incarcerated in the Northern Neck
Regional Jail.
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Banks sentenced to 60 years
on nine felony convictions
related to home invasion
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mended the commission accept
five changes with some amendments and reject six.
Two proposed changes had no
specific recommendation from
staff. They involved proposals
to allow increased density for
environmental considerations.
One would allow an increase
of 115 percent in density
(excluding common property)
to encourage clustering. The
originally proposed minimum
lot size for the PUD ordinance is
0.75 acre, less than the one-acre
minimum in all other zoning
districts.
Another proposal would
allow an increase of 125 percent in density in exchange for
environmental considerations
such as additional open space,
desirable site planning design
features and landscape planning
and screening.
Staff made no specific recommendations on these issues,
leaving it up to the commission
to address density. The staff
noted the changes added “complexity” to the application process and that “all incentive programs seem to have unforeseen
consequences.”
The commission asked staff
to gather more information on
similar ordinances in surrounding counties.
Among the five proposed
changes endorsed by staff are
measures to require a major
Water Quality Impact Assessment; to require that a property
owners’ association or “other
comparable entity” be formed
to maintain common property;
to add a paragraph urging architectural harmony with the surrounding area, although this
would not be a requirement; to
redefine open space to make it
more specific; and to require the
developer to add sidewalks and
bike walks to PUD community
roads.
Among the six proposed
changes not endorsed by staff
are measures to decrease the
amount of impervious surface allowed from the originally proposed 35 percent to
15 percent, excluding net open
space; to require utilities to be
underground; to limit building
heights; to require all developments over 35 acres be in a
PUD zoning district; to “revisit
the density requirements to
follow the guidelines of Randall
Arendt in his book regarding
“Open Space Design”; and to
put in a “sensitive site protection” clause.
Staff noted these proposed
changes were too restrictive, or
already adequately addressed.
The commission did not take
a formal vote on any of the recommended changes, choosing
instead to accept the staff recommendations, according to
building and zoning administrator W.H. Shirley. The issues will
be revisited at the next commission meeting on November 18.

SE

ment for all PUD projects.
County staff had summarized
all the proposed changes, considered their benefits and detriments and made recommendations as to whether to accept the
changes or not. Assistant county
building and zoning administrator Luttrell Tadlock recom-
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7:00pm Social Hour - 8:00pm Curtain

November 7 Matinee

2:00pm Social Hour - 3:00pm Curtain

$20 for Adults

At The Playhouse in White Stone

Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776
E-mail: pootersox@gmail.com

Visit: lancasterplayers.org
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Boat operator now
faces murder charge
by Audrey Thomasson

Granville Bay Road in Mollusk has been closed for 10 months
because of a sink hole. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Granville Bay Road could
be repaired by December
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

LANCASTER—A grand
jury on Friday, October
22, returned nine true bills
against Steven W. Nixon in
the July 5 motor boat accident on the Rappahannock
River which resulted in one
death and injuries to nine
others, including himself.
His trial is scheduled for
February 17 and 18 in Lancaster County Circuit Court.
Seven felony charges
against Nixon were previously certified to the grand
jury in Lancaster General
District Court, but Lancaster
Commonwealth’s
Attorney Jeff Schmidt added two
additional felony charges for
the grand jury to consider
Friday. The jury returned
indictments on each of the
charges.
Nixon now faces four
counts of aggravated child
abuse resulting in serious injury; three counts of
aggravated wounding to one
adult and two children while
intoxicated; one count of
aggravated involuntary manslaughter; and one count of

MOLLUSK—Residents of Mollusk should be able to travel on
Granville Bay Road by the end of the year, according to Marcy
Parker, district maintenance manager with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).
The road was closed on December 17, 2009, after a large sink
hole appeared, exposing a marsh bed about seven feet below the
road’s surface.
The hole has now spread across the narrow roadway, which
connects Rocky Neck Road with Monaskon Farm Road, and only
about two feet of pavement remains. Large orange barrels were
placed 15 to 20 yards on either side of the hole alerting traffic to
the closure.
According to Parker, construction on the road was hindered
“when snow engulfed us for about two straight months” in January and February. Work was later delayed because of environmental concerns and easement issues.
According to Parker, a contract with Robert H. Gawen & Son
Inc., an excavation company in Hague, should be signed by
by Starke Jett
November 1.
HEATHSVILLE—Murder
Once the contract is signed, “it should only take about two or
suspect Dennis J. Salmon of
three weeks to complete,” said Parker.
Barring any major weather systems, the road should be open Westmoreland County will
face a jury at 9 a.m. on Novemby the first week of December, she said.
ber 3 and 4 in Northumberland
County Circuit Court. Judge
Harry Taliaferro III will preside, according to Northumberland
Commonwealth’s
Attorney Jane Wrightson, who
will be prosecuting the case.
Salmon was indicted in
April 2009 on a second-degree
murder charge in the death of
Charles Malcolm Hunley, 17,
also of Westmoreland County,
following a shooting incident
that occurred on October 14,
2006. Salmon has been incarcerated in the Northern Neck
The large sink hole is due repairs in November. Photo by Lisa Regional Jail since May 2009,
Wrightson said.
Hinton-Valdrighi
Wrightson said Salmon,

The

felony murder for causing
a death while committing a
felony.
Nixon was convicted in
district court on misdemeanor charges of operating
a boat while intoxicated and
reckless operation of a boat.
He received two suspended
6-month jail sentences from
Judge Gordon Wilkins and
was ordered to pay $500 of
a $2,500 fine. He also was
barred from operating a boat
for two years.
Testimony and other evidence presented in the misdemeanor cases indicated
Nixon was operating the
23-foot boat about 10 p.m.
on July 5 when it slammed
into a channel marker with
a flashing red light. The
accident occurred about a
half-mile from the Lancaster
County shore near Belle Isle
State Park.
Other evidence included a
report from Riverside Walter
Reed Hospital which showed
that Nixon’s blood alcohol
content a few hours after the
crash was 0.14 percent; 0.08
percent is legally intoxicated.

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783

Greenpoint
Nursery
• Chocolate Mimosa Trees
chocolate foliage, sterile pink blooms

• Lovely Hellebores
Route 3 • Lively • 462-0220

Murder suspect to face jury trial
Hunley and several other
friends, including Mary Christine Hall, had been out for an
evening and returned to a home
near Callao. Salmon, Hunley
and Hall went to the basement
of the home and a shot was
fired awhile later.
Hall’s testimony is that she
didn’t witness the shooting,
because she was turned away
and laying down. According
to testimony, Salmon told her
Hunley had shot himself.
However, Major Jim Bruce,
an investigator with the Northumberland County Sheriff’s
Department, found inconsistencies with the story and gathered enough evidence to indict
Salmon, although there were
no witnesses to the shooting,
said Wrightson.
Salmon will face life in jail
if convicted.

Dinner

in a cozy,
historic setting.

1 - 5 p.m. For reservations, call:








SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett brought
charges against 10 individuals
last week.

Felonies

Steven W. Nixon, 39, of Montpelier was charged October 22
with direct indictments charging him with felony homicide
and maiming while operating a
watercraft.

Misdemeanors

An Akins Lane man, 62,
was charged October 18 on a
New Kent warrant with making
annoying telephone calls.
A Taylors Creek Road man,
19, was charged October 18
with contempt of court.
A Kilmarnock area woman,
48, was charged October 18 with
failure to appear in a Richmond
County court.
A Twin Branch Road man, 44,
was charged with nonpayment
of court costs/fines.
An Old Bethel Road woman,
25, was charged October 20
with three counts of issuing bad
checks.
A Heathsville man, 52, was
charged October 22 with violation of a court order.
A Glenns woman, 30, was
charged October 22 with two
counts of contempt of court.
A Gloucester man, 48, was
charged October 22 with making
a profane/threatening telephone
call.
An Irvington Road man, 39,
was charged October 24 with
contempt of a Northumberland
County court.

Activity report

Oct. 18: Staff responded with
the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a suspicious
person complaint in the 200
block of North Main Street and
to a possible prowler complaint
in the 500 block of Beach Road.
Oct. 19: Staff received a contractor fraud complaint from a
Courtney Road property owner,
a fraud report from a Bellows
Drive property owner ($200,000
loss), an attempted burglary
complaint from a Shore Drive
property owner, and a walk-in
civil complaint from a Beach
Road resident. Staff responded
to a missing person report in
Lively (subject safely located
within 20 minutes) and to a

domestic disturbance complaint
(mother/adult son) on Rappahannock Drive.
Oct. 20: Staff responded to a
domestic disturbance (boyfriend/
girlfriend) on Fox Hill Drive, and
to a drunk and disorderly conduct complaint on Paynes Creek
Road. Staff received a contractor fraud report from a Deer Run
Road property owner ($1,000
loss), a walk-in report of credit
card fraud ($529 loss) and notified Northumberland authorities
of a disturbance/child custody
complaint in Wicomico Church.
Oct. 21: Staff responded to
a juvenile behavioral complaint
on Mosquito Point Road, with
Virginia State Police (VSP) to
a three-vehicle accident in the
4800 block of Mary Ball Road,
with VSP to a traffic accident
at Mary Ball and Kamps Mill
roads, with KPD to the community mental health unit on a
complaint of an escaped patient
(subject located within five
minutes and returned without
incident to the mental health
unit) and notified the Virginia
Department of Transportation
of downed trees blocking Devils
Bottom Road.
Oct. 22: Staff received a
walk-in complaint about drugs,
was involved in a deer strike
accident in Middlesex County
during a prisoner transport,
responded with Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) to a
medical emergency on Creek
Road, responded with the
White Stone Police Department (WSPD) to a complaint of
motorcycles racing in the area
of Scott Road, and checked on
the well-being of a Keep Safe
program participant after prearranged telephone contact could
not be made (no emergency services needed).
Oct. 23: Staff responded to
a possible attempted burglary
on Spencer Lane, to a domestic
disturbance (domestic partners)
on Landsend East, with KPD
and VSP to a traffic accident on
Black Stump Road (med-evac
involved), to a possible residential burglary in the 500 block of
Rappahannock Drive, to a possible attempted residential burglary in the 700 block of James
Wharf Road, to a report of possi-

LANCASTER
COUNTY
CRIME
SOLVERS
The Lancaster County
Crime Solvers seeks information regarding two missing items.
On October 17, a laptop
computer and adapter
was taken from 248 Holly
Haven Road in Weems,
The item is described as a
silver, six-year-old, Apple
Lap Top. It was taken
between noon and 6 p.m.
Someone was reported
walking in the area during
these times. The Lancaster
County Sheriff’s Office
would like to talk to this
person in case he/she has
information that may be
useful to the case.
On October 4, a wallet
was stolen from a purse
belonging to a teacher at
Lancaster County Middle
School. The wallet contained debit cards, VISA
cards, social security card
and drivers license.
Report information on
these two cases to Lancaster County Crime Solvers at 462-7462. You will
not have to give your name
and this is not a recorded
line. If your information is
useful to law enforcement,
you could earn a reward up
to $1,000.
ble stolen mail being located on
Clover Lane, to a single-vehicle
accident on Lara Road, and to a
fight/disturbance in the 200 block
of Pinckardsville Road, based
on a report from Northumberland authorities. Staff received a
report of vandalism to a vehicle
($300 loss) from a Washington
Street resident.
Oct. 24: Staff responded to
a drunk and disorderly conduct
complaint in the 2100 block of
River Road and to a domestic
disturbance (husband/wife) in

the 1300 block of Weems Road.
Staff also conducted 15 traffic
stops, issued three summonses,
assisted eight motorists, reported
two deer strikes, fielded two
requests for traffic control, investigated two building alarms and
completed six inmate transports.

Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded to a
chimney fire on Oakland Park
Lane, a traffic accident at Mary
Ball and Kamps Mill, and a traffic accident requiring a med-evac
landing zone on Black Stump
Road.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a traffic accident in the 4800
block of Mary Ball Road and to
a traffic accident on Lara Road.
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department assisted EMS
with a patient lift on Chesapeake
Trail.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins
brought charges against eight
individuals last week.

Felonies

Nicole Joelle Milau, 21, of
Montross was charged October
20 with a Hanover County Circuit Court probation violation.
Christopher M. Thomas, 31,
of Norfolk was charged October
22 with writing a bad check for
$202.79 to a Callao area business.

Misdemeanors

A White Stone man, 35, was
charged October 19 with failure
to appear in the General District
Court.
A Lottsburg man, 40, was
charged October 20 with a third
or more offense of driving while
his license was suspended.
A Heathsville woman, 30, was
charged October 20 with animal
cruelty by depriving an animal of
necessary food, drink, shelter or
emergency veterinary treatment.
A Heathsville man, 42, was
charged October 22 with two
counts of failure to appear in the
Juvenile and Domestic Relations
Court.
A Toano man, 20, was charged
October 22 with failure to appear
in the Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court.
A Midlothian woman, 24, was
charged October 23 with appearing intoxicated in public.


































Progressive
SALE
Friday, Oct. 29 - 9-5
Saturday. Oct. 30 - 8-5

40% off
30% off
20% off
15% off

8 - 9 am
9 -12 noon
12 -3 pm
3-5 pm

Start your Holiday
Shopping NOW!
the Perfect touch
Route 3 • Uptown Lively • 462-6260
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Hazardous waste collections
build on program’s past success
On October 9, some 154
Lancaster and Northumberland County residents disposed
of 7,029 pounds of hazardous
waste materials.
Eighty-one Lancaster citizens brought in 3,180 pounds,
and 73 Northumberland, 3,849
pounds. Adding these numbers
to collections held since 2005,
citizens of the two counties
have purged the Northern Neck
of over 27 tons (54,723 pounds)
of hazardous household materials that had the potential to
cause damage to people, water
and other natural resources,
according to Fay Andrashko.
The numbers have been
climbing, especially since
spring and fall collections have
been approved by the counties,

said Andrashko.
The first collection year,
2005, yielded 6,650 pounds
from 136 citizens. This year
yielded a total of 14,169 pounds
from 341 people, she said.
Volume and participation in
the program have been boosted
as people come to expect the
twice yearly collections, spring
and fall, and put aside materials
to turn in.
Among the major offenders disposed of this fall were
2,4,5-T, one of two chemical
components of Agent Orange,
a defoliant used by the U.S.
in the Vietnam War. The compound, 2,4,5-T contains one of
the most toxic forms if dioxin,
which has been linked to serious human health issues. Also

turned in were substantial
amounts of fouled fuel, harsh
household and garden chemicals, oil based paint products,
developing chemicals, fluorescent bulbs and rechargeable
batteries.
The two county-sponsored
collections were held with
assistance from Matt Lewis of
Virginia Cooperative Extension
and Andrashko. The products
were received, sorted and transported by MXI Environmental
Services LLC of Abingdon, to
be disposed of at their processing site.
Richmond and Westmoreland counties will hold waste
collections October 30. For
more details, see nnswcd.org,
or call 333-3525, ext. 111.

Kilmarnock•Virginia
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Carter pinned
President Virginia Boudreaux
of the Lancaster County
Chapter of the
United
Daughters of the Confederacy
(UDC), left, presents Ann
Carter a past president’s pin
in recognition for her nine
years as chapter president.
The objectives of the UDC
are historical, educational,
benevolent, memorial and
patriotic. Membership is open
to women age 16 and older
who are blood descendants,
lineal or collateral, of men and
women who served honorably
in the Army, Navy or Civil
Service of the Confederate
States of America, or gave
material aid to the cause.

WHY

A DV E R T I S E ?
you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13

Hand
Clearing

The Perfect Gift

Small Tree
Removal

Bay Act Friendly

804-450-0858

Weekly Dinner Specials

Includes grilled vegetable and house
salad unless otherwise specified

Feisty calf is a crowd pleaser
A calf, owned by Lewis and Sherry Thomas, wasn’t happy with having his deposits judged by
Lancaster school board chairman Patrick McCranie during last Saturday’s Cow-A-Dung-O
contest at Lancaster High School. McCranie got into the fenced area with the cow as the
official judge of the contest but the cow made a charge at him. Prize winners of the contest
were, first, Catherine Marsh of Richmond; second, Vicki Watson of Lancaster; and third, Karen
Benza of White Stone. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

HealthLine
Content provided by Michelle Lybarger, director, RGH
Rahabilitatin Services & Sports Medicine Center
Neuropathy awareness: Understanding nerve pain
It is estimated that more than
20 million Americans suffer from
a sometimes crippling condition
called peripheral neuropathy, yet
few people have ever heard of it.
Neuropathy is nerve pain that
occurs when nerves become
damaged or diseased. Signs
and symptoms of neuropathy
will vary depending on whether
motor, sensory, or autonomic
nerves are damaged, but are most
frequently present in the arms
and feet.
Muscle weakness, cramps,
spasms, and loss of balance and
coordination are associated with
motor nerve damage. Sensory
nerve damage can produce tingling, numbness and pain. The
pain associated with sensory
nerve damage is sometimes
described as a sensation of
wearing an invisible “glove” or
“sock”; extreme sensitivity to
touch; or a burning, freezing, or
electric-like feeling in limbs.
If the autonomic nerves are
damaged, involuntary functions may be affected. Symptoms that result from autonomic
nerve damage include abnormal blood pressure and heart

rate, reduced ability to perspire,
constipation, and bladder dysfunction. If you are experiencing any of the symptoms listed
above, it is important to schedule an appointment with your
doctor immediately. Treatment
can ease pain and even stop progression of the disease if caught
early.
The nerve damage of neuropathy most commonly appears
as a secondary complication of
another disorder such as diabetes, pressure or trauma, or a
reaction to drugs or chemicals
Nearly 60 percent of all people
with diabetes suffer from diabetic neuropathy. Nerve damage
can result from viral and bacterial infections, rheumatoid arthritis, lupus, vitamin deficiencies,
kidney disease, liver disease or
inherited conditions. Mechanical causes of peripheral neuropathy include penetrating injuries,
bruises, fractures, and dislocated
bones. Extended exposure to
cold or heat and radiation therapy
for cancer also can cause nerve
damage.
Neuropathy often remains
undiagnosed, so patients are fre-

quently prescribed pain medication to manage the pain they are
experiencing. Pain medication
does not cure the condition; it
only masks the symptoms and
may eventually lead to other
complications.
A more effective treatment
option for neuropathy is to stop
the progression of neuropathy through physical therapy.
Nerves have a limited capacity
to regenerate, so it is easier to
stop progression then to recover
function. Several treatment
options are available to aid in
slowing the progression of neuropathy including balance and
gait training, therapeutic exercises, and monochromatic infrared energy (MIRE®). Physical
therapy treatments help patients
to improve sensation in limbs,
improve circulation, and ultimately eliminate pain.
For information about medical procedures available in Kilmarnock and the surrounding
areas, physician information,
specialty classes, and community
resources, call the Rappahannock General Hospital HealthLine at 435-8010.

Chesapeake Academy wishes to thank all their sponsors
and donors for making Oyster Roast 2010 a huge success!

Anonymous (2)
Bay Accountants, P. C.
Bay View Homes, Inc.
Bragg & Co.
C. Scott Vail Yacht Brokerage
Chesapeake Bank
Chesapeake Boat Basin
Chubby’s
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Cook
Mr. and Mrs. William Creager
Creative DESIGNS of VA
CVNetworks
NAPA Dozier’s Auto Parts, Inc.
Ms. Catherine C. Emry
Faber Orthodontics
Mr. Paul McE. Fleming
Get & Zip Convenience Stores
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Haynie, III
Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club
Mr. and Mrs. R. Burke Johnson, Jr.
Kellum Brothers, LLC
Mr. Ryan Kent

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kirkmyer
Lamberth Building Materials of White Stone
Main Street Pharmacy
Mr. and Mrs. Merv Mitchell
Organic Green Lawn Care Inc.
Mr. and Dr. John Perona
Resort Maps
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rogers
Rumsey & Bugg
The Sarnowski Family
Mr. and Mrs. Paul T. Sciacchitano
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Somers
P. Christian Stamm, Attorney at Law
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Tambellini
The Earth Store
The Sports Centre
The Tartan Golf Club
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Ray Thomas, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Treakle
Tri-Star Supermarket, Inc.
Virginia Women’s Center
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Watkins
And a huge thank you to all the many volunteers,
without whom, the Oyster Roast would not have happened!

Monday “Rockfish Night”
Broiled Rockfish Topped
with Crab Hollandaise
$16.95
Tuesday “Scallop Night”
Pan Seared Scallops
Served with Chive Buerre
Blanc $19.95
Wednesday “Wife
Wednesday Night”
Free Dinner with Another
Entrée Purchase
This Night’s “freebie”:
Fried Oyster Platter
with French Fries, Hush
Puppies, Cole Slaw $18.00
Thursday
“Historic Tavern Night”
Flashback to circa 1790
$17.90
Friday
“Half Shell Night”
Oysters * Oysters * Oysters
$12.00 per dozen
Saturday
“Surf–n-Turf Night”
Build Your Own
Surf-n-Turf $24.95
Sunday Scrumptious
Breakfast Buffet - All you
can eat $6.95
Chef ’s Choice Dinner!!!
$9.99
www.LancasterTavern.com
Call for reservations
462-0080

The Christmas shopper’s go-to
catalog for the best local
shopping in the Northern Neck
and Middle Peninsula
Over 31,000 copies seen by local shoppers!

Our gift to you:

FREE COLOR IN ALL ADS!
Advertising Deadline: November 5
Publishes: November 18
in the Rappahannock Record
and Southside Sentinel
Call the Rappahannock Record
at (804) 435-1701 or fax 435-2632
or email mail@rrecord.com

NOTICE

CHRISTMAS Framing Cut-Off
December 4, 2010
We are closing December 23, 2010 and are
Reopening January 20, 2011

Please Plan Ahead
Thank you,
Cindy, Carolyn, Ida
Rappahannock Hang Ups
& Gallery
www.rappahannockhangups.com

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2
74A S. Main Street, Kilmarnock • (804) 435-6669

Custom Framing • Fine Arts
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Delegate’s Report

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com

by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

It’s only a shot
Emily Whay squints in anticipation of receiving a flu shot from
Ruth Huber with the Lancaster County Health Department.
The shot clinic was part of the annual Northern Neck
Community Health and Wellness Fair held last Saturday at the
Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck in Kilmarnock. Several
hundred people attended this year’s fair, which included health
screenings, informational booths, door prizes and a silent
auction. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Kranda discusses crime
Members of the Woman’s
Club of Northumberland
County recently spent the afternoon with guest speaker April
Kranda, said club publicity
chairman Diane Cichowicz.
Kranda is a retired officer
from the Fairfax County Police
Department. After 20 years of
service, she and her husband,
George, moved to the Northern Neck.
Kranda described the various methods criminals use
to scam senior citizens with
financial crimes, identity theft
and health-care fraud. These
criminals have excellent social
and language skills and are
talented with computers and
other forms of electronic gear.
Seniors are targets of these
abuses because they tend to
have accumulated resources
of savings, homes, jewelry
and credit cards. The elderly
should not be embarrassed to
report a crime to the Sheriff’s
Office, credit card companies
or the Federal Trade Commission, Kranda said.
The state of Florida has
the highest number of elderly

crime victims, Kranda said.
Everyone is entitled to one
free credit history review per
year and everyone is advised
to monitor their credit history
with each of three credit rating
companies: Equifax, Experian
and TransUnion.
Crimes against seniors are
often committed by a relative
or someone they know. Today,
older people make up 12 percent of the population, but are
37 percent of telemarketing
victims. Ten million Americans
are victims of identity theft.
Kranda continues to be
involved with law enforcement as a teacher and trainer
of police personnel. Her background includes positions with
the criminal investigations
bureau, public information
office and internal affairs. The
majority of her professional
career was spent on the street.
She stressed to the ladies
to never open their doors to
strangers.
All guests are welcome at
the Woman’s Club. It meets the
second Tuesday of each month.
Call 580-6062.

Cora’s BaCk!
Saturday & Sunday’s
at the Antique Gallery

Cinnamon Buns, Buttermilk Biscuits
& Homemade Hot Dog & Hamburger Rolls
Fruit Cakes Coming Later!

Why get typical home
insurance when you could
have it TAILORED?
Switch to Nationwide® now, and together
we’ll help build a policy that’s right for you.

Doug Wilt

John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock

(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477
Call me for a quote today

S

©2008-2010 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home
office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer non-Nationwide homeowners
insurance products only in FL.

IO #

4062-1

Susan Anthony-Tolbert

Composer’s music
played at cancer
awareness venues
A concerto for marimba and
orchestra, “Ribbon of Steel,
Chanson de Gloria,” composed
by Susan Anthony-Tolbert of
Heathsville was played at a variety of cancer awareness venues
throughout the Northeastern
U.S. during October—Breast
Cancer Awareness Month.
These venues included programs on Radio Vermont and
its sister stations as well as the
Mohawk Valley Cancer Awareness Program (Making Strides)
on October 17, where it was
featured, said Anthony-Tolbert.
The music is being considered for use in a variety of programs at the national level by
various cancer organizations,
she said.
Inspired by a friend’s valiant
16-year struggle with cancer,
Ribbon of Steel celebrates her
life as well as the pink ribbon,
truly a ribbon of steel, said
Anthony-Tolbert.
This concerto is one track
on Anthony-Tolbert’s newly
released
CD,
“Moments
Marimba: A Musical Mosaic,”
which includes many different
musical genres from Bach to
jazz.
For every CD sold, a portion will be donated to cancer
research. CDs are available
through
CD.Baby,
www.
singingcatandmule.com,
or
SANTI425@aol.com.

The Northern Neck Orchestra

wealth’s average annual tax
revenues derived from income
and retail sales taxes for the
preceding three fiscal years?”
This last one is slightly more
complicated as it increases the
amount Virginia would have
to contribute to the “Rainy
Day Fund” when times are
good. While this puts a damper
on the good times, it forces us
to put away more money. This
will help us when times are
bad, like now, so we don’t have
to make such deep cuts into
our core services of education,
mental health services and
public safety.
I voted in support of all three
of these amendments on the
House floor, and intend to do
so again on November 2. While
some arguments can be made
around the edges, i.e., is it fair
for a combat disabled vet to get
a tax exemption while a noncombat disabled veteran does
not? – all three are a step forward for public policy.

with Maestro Guy Hayden presents

Elgar
Brahms
Ravel
Honegger
Gershwin
7:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 6
Lancaster Middle School Theater, Kilmarnock
Adults $20, Students $10
Purchase tickets at Kilmarnock Antique Gallery, Ross’s Rings
and Things, The Book Nook, Material Girl Quilt Shop, River
Birch Gifts, and at the box office on the night of the concert.
For more information visit www.nnorchestra.org.
In association with the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts

• www.stylisheyesinc.com • Facebook •

BAGGALLINI • MARC CHANTAL

From left are Donna Cummings, president Barbara Kennedy,
April Kranda and Peggy Roberts.

In Virginia, the process for
amending the constitution
is—rightly— somewhat arduous. First, a proposed amendment must pass the General
Assembly, then there has to be
an election (so people could
throw out the bums who voted
on the amendment the first
time) and then the amendment must pass with its exact
same wording again. Only after
that happens is the proposed
amendment put to the voters
for approval during the next
general election.
This November we have three
measures that jumped through
the hoops and appear on the
ballot, all affecting our taxes or
their financial management.
The first question as it will
be presented on the ballot is,
“Shall Section 6 of Article X of
the Constitution of Virginia be
amended to authorize legislation that will permit localities
to establish their own income
or financial worth limitations
for purposes of granting property tax relief for homeowners
not less than 65 years of age or
permanently and totally disabled?”
Simply, this amendment
will give more control to local
governments so they can provide property tax relief to the
disabled citizens or to the lowincome elderly.
The second question is,
“Shall the Constitution be
amended to require the General Assembly to provide a real
property tax exemption for the
principal residence of a veteran,
or his or her surviving spouse,
if the veteran has a 100 percent
service-connected, permanent,
and total disability?”
Simply, a veteran who became
100 percent permanently and
totally disabled while serving our country would receive
an exemption from their local
property taxes on their primary
residence. This exemption
would be extended to their surviving spouse for that primary
residence, provided they don’t
remarry and they remain in the
home.
The third question is, “Shall...
[the Constitution be amended]
to increase the permissible size
of the Revenue Stabilization
Fund (also known as the “rainy
day fund”) from 10 percent to
15 percent of the Common-
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Stylish

21st Anniversary

SALE

Eyes

(804) 435-2620

JEWELRY • CLIP-ON EARRINGS
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CommunityForum

Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

This frog was sitting on top of a rain barrel screen enjoying
a shower as the water pours from a downspout.

Photo by John Roberts
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@RRecord.com, subject line
Focal Point.

YOUR LETTERS
Onboard treatment
option still needed
for boat sewage
In an October 5 public hearing, the Virginia Department
of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) presented arguments
for
declaring
Richmond
County portions of Lancaster
Creek and Farnham Creek as
No Discharge Zones (NDZ).
A DEQ spokesperson said
this is the beginning of a campaign impacting most Northern Neck waters and that federal stimulus dollars had been
paid to the Northern Neck
Planning District Commission (NNPDC) to collect data
to prepare a NDZ petition to
the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
The dumping of entrails
into the water while cleaning fish from boats and docks
was also criticized by the
DEQ spokesperson. Many
comments, including those
from Boaters for Clean Water
(BCW), were offered in opposition.
It is already illegal to dump
sewage from boats into the
water. There are two methods
now available for preventing
this: pumpouts and certified
approved onboard treatment
devices. A NDZ would allow
only pumpouts.
Adequate pumpout stations
to handle boat sewage are
required prior to a NDZ designation. In this case, there is
only one pumpout station for
both creeks, near the entrance
to Lancaster Creek. Boats
from Farnham Creek must
travel far out into the open

large sweeping broom. We
Building
need people ready, willing and
able to represent and work for relationships
The United States of America.
It’s getting down to the wire To paraphrase Lou Dobbs,
During the past year we
for the mid-term elections. “We deserve a government that at The Haven have seen our
Both sides of the isle together works.”
allied organizations struggle,
Garrett L. Howard, just as we have struggled, to
with independents are frantic.
Heathsville meet the increasing needs of
Invariably these candidates will
do or say anything. Neither side
individuals in our commuhas a sure lock on hypocrisy, Priority should be
nity. We have all been asked
but they’re working as hard as new administrators
to help the community in
they can on it.
ways we never have before
Words and phrases like
I attended the Northumber- and with fewer resources than
“shame,” and “do the right land County School Board ever before. Individually, all
thing” are not in their charac- meeting on October 11. I was the organizations who help
ter. They change horses in mid- not impressed by the perfor- those in need can have only
stream, stop on a dime and turn mance of our school adminis- a small effect on the commuaround, talk out of both sides trators or of the school board nity, but if we build cooperaof their mouths and other parts who continues to tolerate tive relationships among the
of their anatomy, wax righteous their poor performance.
various organizations, we
indignation, console, beg,
Among the issues discussed build the ability to have a sigplead, sing, dance, run, crawl, were plans for meeting Annual nificant effect.
laugh, and do anything they Yearly Progress (AYP) goals.
Our community response
can do to attract attention and AYP is a provision of the No advocate, Ruth Micklem,
admiration.
Child Left Behind legislation has spent almost a year with
In short, anything except the that requires high schools us building relationships
plain spoken truth is fine. They to meet increasingly higher among those who serve vicseem to much prefer to let us graduation rates. NHS did tims of sexual assault in the
wonder and guess and never not meet these goals in the five counties we serve. She is
say or do anything which might last school year.
helping set up response procost them a vote. When the audiMr. Stables, school super- tocols for reports of sexual
ence changes, so do they. The intendent, did not know what assault. We, as an agency,
Commander in Chief’s main these goals are. He also admit- have learned a lot during this
concern is not his Democratic ted during the meeting that he process.
Congress. It’s how will he fare should know them. How can
We learned that we have
in his 2012 re-election bid. The he meet goals if he does not had expectations of other
world is a complex place but know what the goals are?
agencies that were simply not
everything Obama, the RepubThe new high school princi- realistic based on what they
licans, and Democrats do and pal outlined plans to improve were capable of providing
say is about their own elect- academic performance. These in our community. We have
ability. The litmus test of their plans assign responsibilities learned that other agencies
character is whether or not they to an already overworked had unrealistic expectations
win our votes. Nothing seems faculty. I fully support any of The Haven as well. We
to matter other than a narcis- plans that result in improved have learned about resources
sistic view of themselves and academic performance, but that we never really knew
how they can deal with issues the administration and school existed. We have witnessed
in terms of their own enhance- board need to understand the strength that cooperative
ment. Their hypocrisy knows their impact.
relationships can have.
no bounds.
Organizations serving parI was also unimpressed with
When are we going to hold the lackadaisical reporting of ticular groups of individuals,
these people accountable to rep- the expenditure of $373,547. civic organizations, departresent our best interests? Our When pressed, the adminis- ments of social services,
politicians are forever engaged trators admitted that these health departments, law
in political warfare. They insult funds were used to purchase enforcement agencies, court
and expose personal and family two new school buses. In the services units, emergency
issues, hold each other up to future, I expect to see a writ- service workers, medical
shame and ridicule, vilify and ten, fully disclosed explana- agencies, child care providdefame each other.
tion of such large expendi- ers, schools, mental health
Hardly many days go by that tures.
services, legal services and
some politician is not being
I question the purchase church outreach services are
investigated for some fraud of two new school buses. struggling. As a rural area,
and/or criminal activity. Even While we want to be certain we don’t have the resources
bathrooms and young pages that our students are trans- that more urban areas have,
are not entirely safe from some ported safely, I know that but we do have much more to
of them. A large percentage of new school buses are prob- offer than we know.
them couldn’t get themselves ably not the solution. How
Due to the limitations we
security clearances. A large many people in this county are experiencing economipercentage of them couldn’t drive older, perfectly safe, cally, I believe now is the
be cleared for even basic jobs cars? Why are our school best time for our community
in law enforcement or anything administrators and school of service providers to come
to do with national security. board unable or unwilling to together, really get to know
These people, including our maintain the school bus fleet what each agency has to offer
president, need to shut up and that we have?
and what they can’t, and
act in the best interests of the
More importantly, why are figure out how we can better
people who elected them.
our county taxes being spent support and complement each
We have serious problems of on new buses and proposed other in the work that we do.
unemployment, a waning econ- school administration buildWe can’t wait for the economy which is not producing ings? Our teachers, who are omy to turn around. We can’t
jobs, a trillion something defi- on the front lines of improving wait for our leaders to figure
cit, two massively expensive our students’ academic per- out a way to work together.
wars, massive illegal immigra- formance, have not received We need to come together
tion and undefended borders, a raise in four years. Does as a community and pull
foreign drug cartels pushing the administration and school ourselves up to survive this
against our door, a collapsing board expect to meet AYP crisis.
Social Security, a collapsed goals by flogging already
I urge all organizations to
real estate market, a health care demoralized teachers?
build relationships with each
system legislatively expanded
The school board and other. Be open to cooperative
and pushed well beyond its school administration clearly ideas that can have mutual
resources. And in the midst of have their priorities wrong. benefits for everyone. And
all this a President who rants, Given their lack of focus on when the crisis passes, and
raves and rages against Repub- the real issues, we do not I believe it will, we will be
licans, the U.S. Chamber of need a new school admin- stronger than ever before and
Commerce, and whatever else istration building and new much better prepared to serve
seems to offend his sensibili- school buses. We need new those who need us.
Ellen Yackel,
ties.
administrators.
Executive director
Bill McCrosky,
President Obama was right.
The Haven, Warsaw
Wicomico Church
We need change.We need a

Still in need
of change

by Robert Mason Jr.
There’s an election coming
up November 2.
It’s no coincidence elections
are scheduled during the fall.
It’s also football season.
Elections and football share
the same season and the same
lingo.
Listening to the radio or
the television blindfolded, it’s
hard to tell whether you’re
hearing the big game, or some
campaign commentary.
For example:
• They should just go out
there and execute.
• They’re in control.
• They have to pound it out.
• It’s a start.
• They need to develop a
game plan.
• It’s decision time.
• They’re marching now.
• They need to make a
stand.
• They’re knocking on the
door.
• They’re overdue.
• It’s time to strategize.
• They haven’t got a snowball’s chance.
• It’s gonna take more than
a prayer.
• It’s being fought in the
trenches.
• The clock is ticking.
• They’re in a good position.
• They were blind-sided.
• They ran into a brick wall.
• Welcome to the big league.
• After a few choice words.
• The desire to win clouded
his judgement.
• They’re peaking.
• He needs to remember
who put him here.
• He’s got experience going
for him.
• He’s got a lot of heart.
• Anything less than a victory is unacceptable.
• Stick to the program.
• He’s behind the eight ball.
• Losers sit out the big one.
• They need a win here.
• They’ve come too far to
quit.
• He’s out of his league.
• He’s a proven winner.
• He can make things
happen.
• He’s evening the playing
field.
• Take the blinders off.
• He’s well-respected.
• His fans love him.
• It’s never too late.
• He had such potential.
• They’ve built a huge lead.
• That win sealed the race.
• This one’s in the bag.
• He’s a team player.
• But, can he hold up under
pressure?
• Can he go the distance?
• There is no stopping him.
• They’ve got to make some
big adjustments.
• It’s time to mend fences.
• This could get ugly.
• He got nailed in the polls.
• It’s all about statistics.
• Both sides have talked a
lot of trash.
•There’s no love lost
between these two.
• It could go either way.
• The final tally was not a
true indication.
• The final tally will tell.
• Stranger things have happened.
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Rappahannock, which can be
very rough, to reach that station.
The pumpout is portable
and stored away from the
docks. Marina personnel must
bring it to the dock to operate.
A spokesperson for NNPDC
said the station is open
24/7/365. In fact, the marina
closes at noon Saturdays and
doesn’t reopen until Monday.
Yet, the petition alleges that
96 boats can be pumped out
there in a day.
Sewage pumped from boat
tanks at the marina goes into
a septic tank. Chemicals are
often added to holding tanks to
control odor and gas buildup.
These chemicals are injurious
to septic systems and the surrounding environment.
The controlling depth to the
pumpout station also is too
shallow for many boats.
DEQ cited an antiquated
EPA standard to imply a low
degree of effectiveness of
onboard treatment devices.
It didn’t mention a recent
EPA test showing that one of
these devices performed far
better than that standard, and
better than many public treatment facilities. DEQ said the
devices use chemicals. They
do not.
DEQ said effluent from
onboard devices exceeds
levels for shellfish harvesting.
In reality, the effluent from
the most popular device is far
lower than the standard.
More, not fewer methods
for handling boat wastes
should be available to keep
our waters clean.

Dave Bresett, Lancaster,
Boaters for Clean Water

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

W

ith the advent of fall, my mind returns
to some of the events of previous
autumns, times when I stopped to enjoy the
changing leaf colors and the bounty of harvests across the countryside.
One of the rituals of the season was the
annual trip with Auntie up to her native
Shenandoah Valley to buy fresh apples, both
to eat on the spot and to bring home. She was
the greatest apple connoisseur, or should I say
connoisseuse?, I ever knew.
When we stopped at roadside stands, she
could tell a good bushel a mile away. Sometimes she would say, “Let’s get back in the car
and try the next one down the road.” Other
times she would note that although the apples
were smaller than she liked, they would be
equally delicious. She was always up on what
constituted a good apple. She would have
been well qualified to be the Chief Apple
Inspector of the Commonwealth.
The highlight of the trip was lunch at Graves
Mountain Lodge in Syria, Va., not the Middle
East. In a large pavilion there we could enjoy
the fruits of the season in an amplitude that
did not help one’s waistline, but as it happened
only once a year, indulgence was the word of
the day. The dining room was in the middle
of the apple orchard, adding to the bucolic

nature of the setting. Diners were seated in time I did not know the difference between
chronological order at long tables, making for lantern pumpkins and pie pumpkins. I do
random selection of dinner partners.
now.
Auntie delighted in telling newcomers how
As a child my parents took me on similar
much better life in the Valley was when she excursions to the Valley, usually on Columwas growing up in an age
bus Day, a holiday
of less mechanical intru- Other times she would note
not yet officially dessions. She also lectured
ignated by the Fedthem on how to select that although the apples were
eral Government, but
good apples, and made
recognized by our
pithy comments on the smaller than she liked, they
school. One of those
passing scene, be it local,
highlights was the
national or global. Her would be equally delicious.
visit to “Rosemont,”
listeners sat in rapture She was always up on what
the home of Senator
as they heard her remiHarry F. Byrd Sr., outniscences. I am sure that constituted a good apple. She
side of Berryville. We
many probably thought
never saw the senathat the lodge paid her would have been well qualified tor, but accepted the
to entertain the guests, to be the Chief Apple Inspector invitation on his gategiving them a true picpost that read “Visiture of local color.
tors Welcome.” We
of the Commonwealth.
Pumpkins were second
enjoyed the grounds,
only to the apples as the raison d’etre for the and the setting in the midst of more apple
journey. Auntie claimed no expertise in that trees.
area, thus I bought what looked to be deliThose were pre-Interstate days, when the
cious. I have never been as interested in main artery through the length of the Valley
making a jack-o-lantern, as much as a good was U.S. 11, the only other throughway was
pumpkin pie, and the Valley produces some the combination of Skyline Drive and the
of the best available. I must admit that at that Blue Ridge Parkway, a legacy of Senator

Byrd’s earlier time in politics. Highway 11
offered some great restaurants of its own, the
Battletown Inn in Berryville, the Old Mill in
Strasburg, and closer into Washington, the
Laurel Brigade Inn in Leesburg.
My parents were not the apple aficionados
that Auntie was, and we rarely came home
with more than a single bagful of fruit, that in
comparison with Auntie’s loading the back of
a station wagon nearly to the weight limit with
her bushels designed for her own use and that
of the friends for whom she had purchased
many of them. Whereas my parents did not
want to waste the fruit, Auntie did not want
to find herself three months later without an
apple on hand. She claimed the ones she
hand-selected from the Valley tasted better
than store-bought ones. I have no doubts that
she was correct.
Thanks to my parents and Auntie, I have a
deep appreciation for the Shenandoah Valley,
augmented on my own as I have come to know
the craftsmanship of the multi-talented artisans who lived there from the 18th century to
the present. Writing this item convinces me of
the need to head up that way again this fall, to
eat an apple in Auntie’s memory, and to equip
my good wife for making some of her great
pumpkin pies and pumpkin soup.
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First District candidates respond to survey
I

n advance of the November 2 election, we asked the three candidates on the ballot for the U.S. House of Representatives
in the First District to respond to four questions. The candidates are Democratic Party candidate Krystal M. Ball of
Fredericksburg, independent Green Party candidate G. Gail “for Rail” Parker of Alexandria, and incumbent Republican
Party candidate Robert J. “Rob” Wittman of Montross. The publishing of their responses is not an endorsement, but a
service to our readers. However, we urge all who are eligible to vote in the election to cast a ballot.

Krystal M. Ball

G. Gail “for Rail” Parker

Robert J. “Rob” Wittman

Krystal Ball is a lifelong
Virginian who was raised in
King George County by her
parents Ed and Rose Marie.
Growing up in King
George, she was greatly
shaped by her parents.
From summers spraypainting “Rose Marie Ball
for School Board” signs, Ball
learned the importance of
community service.
From her father’s careful
and balanced view of the
world she learned to keep
her cool and consider both
sides of a dispute. From
watching his target practice
in the backyard, his meticulous handling of his firearms, and his work at Dahlgren, Ball
learned the values and responsibilities of gun ownership and
the important role our military plays in protecting our freedom.
From both of her bootstrapping parents, she learned the
value of hard work and what it means to live the American
Dream.
Ball is the wife of Jonathan, and mother of Ella Marie.
She earned a degree in economics from the University of
Virginia. She is a small business owner and a Certified Public
Accountant.
During her career, she has helped reform the Civil Criminal Accounting system for 89 Federal District Courts to
improve accountability and increase efficiency. She also traveled to Louisiana to assist in the courts’ efforts to recover
after Hurricane Katrina.
She and her family live in Fredericksburg.

Gail Parker was born in
Athens, Ark., and raised in rural
Oklahoma.
She is very proud of her children and grandchildren. She
understands family concerns.
Two of her three children
went to Hayfield High School.
Her daughter, Sonya, graduated
from George Mason University.
Parker is a woman of strong
faith , Virginia values, and a
strong religious upbringing.
Her graduate degree is in
business administration, her
undergraduate degree is in business management. She also
holds a certificate in software
engineering administration
equivalent to a second master’s degree and is a certified Information System Security Professional.
She has 22 years as a reservist U.S. Air Force Officer, now
retired. She also has 34 years as a loyal U.S. Civil Servant and 12
years as an election official.
Her community involvement also includes the Fairfax Federation of Citizen’s Associations, the Washington Region Council
of Governments Transportation Planning Board Citizens Advisory Committee, Federally Employed Women, Reserve Officer’s
Association, National Association of Retired Federal Employees,
American Association of Retired Persons, National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People, League of Women Voters and
The American Legion.
Parker brings the desire and dedication to offer a new and exciting energy to Virginia, addressing issues of the environment (rail
transit, clean air and clean water), democracy and fiscally conservative and socially responsible policy.
She will put her years of experience as a financial manager of
the Air Force’s $11-23 billion dollar Research and Development
program to work to support and introduce fiscally conservative and
socially responsible government.

For more than 20 years,
Rep. Rob Wittman has served
at several levels of government.  From mayor of Montross, to chairman of the
Westmoreland County Board
of Supervisors, to the House
of Delegates, and now in the
U.S. House of Representatives, he has been a committed public servant.  
Prior to his election to Congress in 2007, Wittman spent
26 years working in state
government, most recently as
field director for the Virginia
Health Department’s Division
of Shellfish Sanitation.
In Congress, Wittman has
quickly earned a reputation for being a district-first Congressman and drives home from Washington to Montross every
night when Congress is in session to stay in touch with his
constituents.
He serves on the House Armed Services Committee as the
top Republican of the Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee and as co-chair of the Congressional Shipbuilding
Caucus. He also serves on the Natural Resources Committee, where he is a leading advocate for the restoration of the
Chesapeake Bay.
Wittman holds degrees from Virginia Tech, the University
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, and Virginia Commonwalth
University with focuses on health and public policy and the
environment.
Wittman, 51, and his wife, Kathryn, live in Montross.  Whenever possible, they enjoy spending time with their
children and grandchildren.

Questions and responses
What specific measures will you introduce, or support, to enhance, preserve and
protect the menhaden industry, the crabbing industry, and the oyster industry as it
relates to the Northern Neck of Virginia?
Ball: To start, I support the moratorium
on winter dredging, allowing the sea life
to properly mature ensuring a prosperous
Chesapeake Bay for generations to come.
Additionally I support the Chesapeake
Bay Restoration Act of 2009. This legislation will improve storm water run off into
the bay, allowing for healthier waters to harvest.
Parker: We need to clean up the Chesapeake Bay, protect the menhaden.
This issue is a perfect illustration of why
we need folks to run for office. We need 140
candidates next year to run for Senate and
Delegate for the Virginia General Assembly.
The Commonwealth of Virginia needs to
address this issue.
The single most important thing we can
do to prevent more water pollution from
storm-water run-off and to prevent more air
pollution is to build rail. Rail helps us to
have cleaner air and cleaner water. We need
“More Trains, Less Traffic.”
Wittman: As a member of the House
Committee on Natural Resources, I’ve been
working to ensure abundant resources in the
Chesapeake Bay and to promote a prosperous maritime industry.
The commercial menhaden industry provides a significant economic benefit to the
Northern Neck. While in Washington, I
have led efforts to oppose attempts to ban
or impose moratoriums on the commercial
harvest of menhaden.
I also have worked with federal and state
officials to provide federal assistance for
watermen to restore the blue crab populations in the Bay.
Recently, I urged Governor McDonnell
and petitioned the U.S. Secretary of Commerce to provide emergency assistance to
the Virginia oyster industry which was negatively impacted by the Gulf Coast oil spill.
I also successfully got a provision included
in oil spill legislation passed by the House
that highlights the importance of Virginia’s
seafood industry.
Additionally, to preserve and support the
maritime industries I’ve cosponsored the
Keep America’s Waterfronts Working Act.  
This legislation would help promote and
preserve the vital waterfront industries key
to our region.
What specific measures will you introduce, or support, to bring Broadband to
Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond and
Westmoreland counties?
Ball: The neglect of broadband access
infrastructure in our rural areas has put a
brake on economic growth.
I am committed to providing tax relief,
hiring and investment incentives for small
businesses.
I will push for a national infrastructure
investment bank to provide low cost loans
to states and localities so that we can begin
to alleviate traffic and promote investment
in our region.
Parker: As an elected official I would
work with cable companies to bring Broadband to our rural communities. In my opinion this can be done without more Federal
legislation.
We need to encourage building Broadband

and to also encourage wind, solar, hydro and
geothermal energy use.
Wind, solar, hydro and geothermal energy
is sustainable, i.e, from sources that are
replenished and not used up, and they are
clean energy sources.
Wittman: Broadband is a key component
of our national infrastructure and it is crucial to economic development and quality of
life. It is critical to schools, businesses, and
individuals across the Commonwealth and
particularly in rural and underserved areas
in the First District and especially on the
Northern Neck. As a member of the Virginia
House of Delegates and since my election to
Congress, I have actively supported Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula broadband
deployment initiatives.
As a member of the House of Delegates,
I served on the Commonwealth’s Broadband Roundtable. Earlier this year, I held
a Broadband Roundtable for stakeholders in
the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula,
bringing together local officials, businesses,
telecommunications companies and private
citizens to discuss effective partnerships to
bring broadband to the region. By developing partnerships, key stakeholders can show
a greater ability to leverage federal dollars.
I am a cosponsor of legislation to establish
a general business tax credit for broadband
property installed in underserved and rural
areas.
I am also a cosponsor of legislation to
establish a tax credit for investment in
qualified advanced broadband infrastructure bonds. Under this bill, bond sale proceeds must be used for projects that provide
residential or small business consumers
with high-speed access to the Internet. In
addition, I am a cosponsor of legislation to
expand access to broadband services in rural
communities. Furthermore, I have requested
swift implementation of wireless broadband
programs through the National Telecommunications and Information Agency (NTIA)
and support efforts to fully implement
broadband mapping initiatives to identify
and prioritize the areas of greatest need.
I have also worked with localities and the
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula Planning District Commissions to obtain funds
for Broadband expansion and improvements
in the region.
What is your position on Senate Bill
1816—the Chesapeake Clean Water and
Ecosystem Restoration Act of 2010?
Ball: This legislation is a good first step
in the direction of true Chesapeake Bay
preservation.
While not all of the measures in this bill
are cost effective, I recognize the overwhelming importance of protecting the bay,
and ensuring healthy waterways for generations to come.
Parker: This bill is basically a reauthorization of the previous Clean Water Act.
While I support efforts to have cleaner air
and cleaner water, we must stop industrial
pollution of the Bay, and I would support
this legislation, this legislation does not
present a positive solution to solve the root
problem.
The single most important thing we can
do to have cleaner air and cleaner water is
to build rail.
Our campaign is about positive solutions:
Light-rail feeder systems in our population centers and high-speed rail nationwide

– trains as fast as planes. We need “More
Trains, Less Traffic. We need More Candidates, Less Apathy.”
We need fiscally conservative and socially
responsible policies.
Our rural areas will benefit from building
rail in our densely populated areas because
rail will conserve oil supplies. We need to
elect Gail “for Rail” to work to remove the
financial barriers at the Federal level that
prevent the building of rail and rail bridges.
Wittman: As an environmental health
specialist and former field director for the
Virginia Health Department’s Division of
Shellfish Sanitation, I believe that we owe it
to our future generations to promote a healthier, cleaner and safer Chesapeake Bay.
I’ve crafted legislation to increase accountability and improve reporting of Chesapeake
Bay restoration activities. My legislation,
the Chesapeake Bay Accountability and
Recovery Act, passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 418-1.
I am not a co-sponsor of the Chesapeake
Clean Water and Ecosystem Restoration
Act. The proposals contain concepts and
principals that aim for the ultimate goal: a
clean bay.
However, I’ve heard loud and clear from
the agriculture community that this legislation could impose significant costs on farmers.
Any solution to clean up the Bay must also
ensure a healthy agriculture industry.
At this time I believe more work needs
to be done with existing proposals to bring
stakeholders together to find common
ground and identify common sense principals everyone can support. I have and will
continue to work with the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation and the Virginia Farm Bureau
to find common ground so that we can pass
meaningful legislation to clean up our bay.
What makes you the better candidate for
the First District?
Ball: I am an entrepreneur, software
designer, and CPA running for Congress to
bring a fresh perspective on fiscal responsibility to Washington. Before any of that
though, I am the daughter of Ed and Rose
Marie, wife of Jonathan, and mother of Ella
Marie.
As a certified public accountant, I understand that balancing the budget is something
that Virginia families and businesses face
every day. I think it’s time our government
does the same.
I know how to eliminate wasteful spending by auditing and streamlining government
agencies because I’ve directed a project that
reformed our Federal courts criminal/civil
accounting system.
I’ll fight to cut Congress’ pay, work toward
a lifetime ban on lobbying for members of
Congress, and I’ll take on the big banks and
Wall Street companies to stop the bailouts
and make sure every taxpayer dollar given to
them comes back to us.
In my own business, I’ve used the discipline and accountability I learned as a CPA
to run a successful small business alongside my husband Jonathan. We create educational technology that helps kids learn in
the classroom. I’m proud that our education
software helps kids and creates jobs for Virginia teachers.
When our founding fathers first dreamed
of this nation, they did not imagine a Congress filled with career politicians, marching their way up the seniority ladder. They

imagined citizen servants taking time from
their lives to devote to their fellow citizens
in the service of this country. I believe in
that tradition and I pledge to make you a part
of our government again.  
Parker: Gail “for Rail” Parker’s vision
restores a natural environment to develop a
system of “greenspace, hiking trails, walkways, bike lanes, parks and blueways” that
are safe and accessible for recreation as well
as rail.
Gail “for Rail” Parker facilitates citizens’
efforts, industry cooperation and a government that will work with both to restore air
and water quality, cut commute time and
dependency on foreign oil.
Gail “for Rail” Parker is the only candidate on the ballot for this office that has
consistently worked for the past five years
to have cleaner air and cleaner water for District One.
We need “More Trains, Less Traffic. We
need New Track, More Trains, More Often
in District One.” We need high-speed rail
nationwide and we need to connect District
One to the high-speed rail corridors.
Every year 34,000 Americans are killed
on our roadways; 330,000 Americans are
injured or maimed every year nationwide.
Rail is safer and it cuts dependency on foreign oil.
Rail is also a National Security issue.
The more oil we conserve on the ground the
longer we can keep our civilian and military
air forces flying.
Wittman: I am a commonsense conservative, dedicated to putting the First District
first.  
My top priority is getting our economy
back on track and jobs for Virginians.
I am opposed to the reckless government
spending that is going on in Washington.
I am working hard on the House Armed
Services Committee to support our men and
women in uniform as they fight on the battlefield, when they return home, and when
they leave the Armed Forces. I am a strong
supporter of military families and successfully amended the National Defense Authorization Act with a provision to help military spouses with employment programs and
opportunities.
Also, I am committed to cleaning up the
Chesapeake Bay. My legislation, the Chesapeake Bay Accountability and Recovery
Act, would implement the same management techniques that were used to successfully clean up the Everglades and the Great
Lakes. It was passed by the House of Representatives, and I will continue to work with
my colleagues in the Senate to get this bill
signed into law.
In my short time in Congress, I have
proven myself to be an effective legislator.
I worked with my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to get legislation signed into law
that saves taxpayer money.
I introduced H.R. 3433, a bill that would
permit Canada to pay for its share of wetlands conservation projects that are currently funded by U.S. taxpayers, and at the
same time prioritize wetlands conservation
in the U.S. The President signed H.R. 3433
into law in October of 2009, and I am proud
to say it is one of only four substantive bills
introduced by Republicans that have been
signed into law.
Our government functions best when legislators work across the aisle to find common
ground and effective solutions.
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YOUR LETTERS
The facts regarding
policies and such
I feel it necessary for me to
correct misinformation that was
reported in last week’s Rappahannock Record. As your mayor,
I will always endeavor to assure
that our citizens are given accurate facts regarding all town
issues.
First of all, I want to state for
the record that I have not changed
any policy regarding discussions
between the Virginia Municipal
League (VML) and our local
public officials. I have also not
accused the previous council
of setting any policy directed at
me, because, as far as I know, it
passed no such policy regarding
VML correspondence.
Nor have I instructed any town
staff, as reported, to not disseminate VML information. In short,
I never initiated any action to
change VML policy, of which,
until created just recently, didn’t
exist in the first place.
I did, however, ask the town
manager to change a policy he
created in June 2010. Please note
that this policy was rescinded by
the town manager in late September, as I had requested be
done for several months.
In May 2010, shortly after
being elected, I sought advice
from the VML concerning my

authority and responsibilities
as mayor. Councilwoman Nunn
became interested in these discussions; she didn’t seem to be
pleased with some of the information discussed and to disagree
with some of the information
obtained.
On June 8, the town manager
sent a memo to the VML directing that all correspondences to
the VML from any town officials
were to be automatically copied
to a list of all town officials.
I believed then and I still
believe now that this policy
was enacted to deter or monitor my access to VML advice.
In my opinion, an unfortunate
side effect of this action was to
unfairly limit the access of other
public officials to the VML.
I repeatedly asked to have
this policy reversed for two reasons. First, as aforementioned,
I believe automatically copying
to everyone these materials will
undoubtedly retard our officials
use of VML service. Second, I
believe the town manager lacked
the authority to create policy,
which is the job of council and
the mayor.
I don’t believe, as was again
reported in last week’s paper,
that all correspondence with the
VML should be confidential. I
simply believe that instead of
these discussions being automat-

Out on a limb
We have an important question. Who has to get hurt before
someone takes responsibility and does something about a dangerous situation?
There is a dead tree that has fallen but has not yet reached the
ground because it is caught on a limb of another tree. This tree is
leaning way out over Hull Neck Road and is an accident waiting
to happen.
Each time the wind blows this tree shifts and it is only a matter
of time before it finishes its fall and lands on the road.
Will it fall on a car riding down the road? Possibly.
Will it fall on the power lines just across the road? Very likely.
Or, will it fall on the road where someone coming around the
corner could easily run into it or swerve to avoid it and crash?
Very possibly.
No one knows, but we worry each time we have to drive “under”
it to get to our house—especially during windy conditions.
In the last couple of months we have called the Virginia Department of Transportation, Dominion Virginia Power, Northumberland County Sheriff’s Department and other Northumberland
county offices. We even stopped a police officer and showed it
to him.
Several people have responded to our calls and been out to look
at the situation and have said that they would see what they could
do, but still the tree leans precariously and dangerously.
We suppose that once the tree finishes its fall, then someone
will come to take care of it. But, will they also have to send an
ambulance?

Jim and Anne Holland,
Heathsville

Campaign reform
I think there should be a Presidential Order that no campaigning
for government office be allowed until 30 days before the election.
The problem with campaign financing reform is not how to pay for
it, but in the need for it.
This day of television, Instant Messaging, Blogs, Twitter, Facebook, and MySpace, why should it cost $400 million for someone
to stand up and tell us what they think?
NPR this week reported that a total of $3 billion will be spent on
media ads for these mid-term elections. Most of these television
advertisements are spent badmouthing the other candidates and not
telling us what we want to know about the candidates themselves.
I don’t need a year or even two months of this. As long as elections cost this much, only large corporations and wealthy individuals can afford it, which makes the elected officials beholden to
their sponsors.
A national survey 60 days before the elections could identify
the issues of most importance to the American people, rank order
them, and have the candidates prepare their answers—what they
plan to do, and how they plan to do it. National television should
provide free 15-minute coverage to each aspiring candidate as a
public service, and repeat it a couple of times.
This would be held before the November popular election—no
more Electoral College. Short and sweet. No more year-long diatribes that benefit no one except the charter airlines, convention
centers, campaign contributors, especially the news media, and
party people who infest the Party Pep Rallies.
Until an election reform such as this is instituted, campaign
financing reform will remain a joke and our government will never
return to “we the people.”

Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

There is no far right
The truth is, the country is divided into two groups. One group
has gone so far to the left that it appears that the others are way
to the right.
In the beginning of this country, the people that believed in the
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and God came to this country to
be free.
Those on the left have moved away from these core beliefs,
therefore there is no far right, only extreme left.

E.D. Cockrell Sr.,
Burgess

Steer clear of trick-or-treaters

RICHMOND - Since more pedestrians are on the roadways on
Halloween, the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
urges motorists to be alert. With the holiday falling on a Sunday
this year, trick-or-treaters of all ages may be hitting the streets
earlier than usual, and for longer periods of time.
DMV recommends motorists stay below the posted speed
limit, especially in residential areas; avoid passing other vehicles,
as they may be slowing down for trick-or-treaters; look out for
children at intersections and darting out between vehicles; and
avoid all distractions, including cell phones, and concentrate on
driving.
“Motorists need to be aware of the risks of driving near dusk
on Halloween when visibility is lowest and pedestrian traffic is
highest. If possible, try to avoid venturing out in your car during
this time,” said DMV commissioner Richard Holcomb.
The number of deaths among young pedestrians, ages five to 14,
is four times higher on Halloween evening than any other evening
of the year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report.

ically copied to all parties, that
it should be the participants discretion that determines how this
information is distributed.
There is no law, as Mrs. Nunn
states, that requires copying of
this information. In turn, there is
no law supporting the privacy of
such. In most cases, the majority of this information winds
up being discussed and shared
anyway.
Councilwoman Nunn claims
this information should be
shared because it is a long-standing policy of the town.
It is not. I have asked proponents of this position to
document the existence of this
“long-standing policy” and they
cannot. I have further grown
tired of attempts to claim a longstanding policy of copying VML
material by saying it is some type
of unwritten policy, or that it has
somehow been a policy here in
Kilmarnock simply because it
is practiced in other selected
municipalities.
The town attorney also has
stated that he is unaware of any
long-standing VML policy. The
reality is that no VML copy
policy existed until created in
June 2010, just before I took
office.
The people of this town are
both attentive to issues and smart.
Two-and-one-half years ago the

Legalize marijuana
to satisfy debt
In August 2010, area law
enforcement authorities seized
two marijuana fields in Richmond County containing 14,377
plants. It was estimated by law
enforcement that these two fields
were worth $44 million. According to usdebtclock.org, the U.S.
is in debt by $13.4 trillion.
The U.S. holds over 2 billion
acres of farmland, and according to endhunger.org, 40 to 50
percent of all food ready for
harvest in the U.S. never gets
eaten. That could be translated
into saying that almost 1 billion
acres of farmland could have a
more useful purpose.
This leads us to a very logical
political step towards a healthier
and debt-free economy: the legalization of marijuana. According
to marijuanalibrary.org, a farmer
could fit 520 female marijuana
plants on one acre with wide
walkways between the plants.
Using the law enforcement’s
estimate of each plant being
worth $3,000, the farmer could
easily profit $1.56 million from
this one acre within one growing season. This means that it
only would take the U.S. 8.6
million acres worth of marijuana farms to get out of debt.
It is very apparent that legalization of marijuana is an excellent
option to enhance our nation’s
debt recovery.

Lewis Dawson,
Lottsburg

previous administration, council, and staff attempted to raise
real estate taxes over 50 percent,
while all along claiming not to
be really raising taxes at all.
This was because the council at
that time sought to keep the tax
levy the same in the face of an
overall 50 percent increase in
assessments. I gave the citizens
of our town the facts then, and
they organized the opposition

necessary to limit this unfair
tax increase to a fraction of that
originally proposed.
Less than six months ago,
every member except one of
the then town council collectively and publicly endorsed
my opponent in the recent election. Still, I gave our citizens
the facts and was overwhelmingly elected Kilmarnock’s
new mayor.

With regard to the VML
issue, I am again presenting the
people with the straight facts.
Once again, I have complete
confidence our citizens are
astute enough to figure this all
out. Hopefully, then, all of us in
local government can get back
to the “real business” of the
town again.

Raymond C. Booth Jr.,
Mayor,Town of Kilmarnock
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Elect Krystal Ball for Congress!
On Nov. 2, Lancaster voters have an opportunity to
send a new face to Congress, with new ideas and an
alternative to our current Representative’s rubber
stamp to the John Boehner/Tea Party movement and
the direction that the Republican Party is heading.
Krystal Ball’s platform is clear on the path that she
will take to represent her constituents in the Northern
Neck and the 1st District:
Economy/Jobs – As a small business entrepreneur,
Krystal Ball knows small businesses are the backbone of
our economy, and we need to help small business owners
compete and grow their businesses with tax breaks and
incentives. Krystal Ball will ﬁght to give innovators and
entrepreneurs the tools they need to grow our economy and create jobs.
Veterans -- Our men and women in uniform ﬁght for our safety and our freedom and they
deserve a leader who will ﬁght for them. We must have a system that honors those that
serve our country. In Congress Krystal Ball will always stand up for our Veterans.
Education Reform -- A world-class education system will ensure America’s continued
economic dominance and will give our children the opportunity to compete and succeed.
Krystal Ball’s own company creates educational technology that helps kids learn in the
classroom and creates jobs for Virginia’s teachers. She is determined to bring her passion
for education reform and innovation to Congress.
Cutting Middle Class Taxes – The middle class tax cuts are set to expire this year,
raising taxes on our families. In these tough economic times, Krystal Ball believes we
must keep the tax burden off of middle class families, so they can continue to feed their
children and pay their mortgages. Krystal Ball will ﬁght to keep these tax cuts for middle
class families.
Ethics – Krystal Ball’s campaign has not accepted Political Action Committee money, nor
has the campaign accepted National Democratic Leadership money because her vote
doesn’t belong to any party; it belongs to the people of the ﬁrst congressional district.
Fiscal Responsibility – Krystal Ball will ﬁght to slash pork-barrel spending and will
demand that all spending requests become transparent. All earmark requests should be
posted online before they are considered. It’s not their money that Washington is throwing
away, it’s ours.
Protecting the Bay – For generations people have lived, worked and enjoyed the bay
and we must preserve it for future generations. We have seen some return of the blue
crab population but we must make sure the population continues to grow and do so in a
way that does not harm those that have made a living on the bay for generations.
2nd Amendment Rights -- Krystal Ball is an NRA member and pledges to be a ﬁerce
advocate of an individual’s right to bear arms. She will stand with Virginia’s sportsmen
and promote a clean bay for ﬁshing and forests for hunting.
Corporate Accountability – When the economic recession hit, Congress rushed to bail
out big Wall Street banks and then declared “Mission Accomplished”. We know that the
mission is not accomplished until ordinary folks are back on their feet and back to work.
We must have a system that doesn’t allow big corporations to take our tax dollars and
give big Wall Street executives million dollar bonuses. Krystal Ball will crack down on the
corruption and greed of corporations and make sure taxpayers never have to foot the bill
again.
Authorized and Paid for by the Lancaster Friends of Krystal Ball for Congress.

