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KILMARNOCK—Town residents are 
mourning the passing of a familiar face. 
Former town councilman and Mayor 
B. Brainard Edmonds Jr. died Monday, 
October 11, at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury at the age of 97. 

He is survived by his wife, Audrey 
Smith Edmonds, and was the widower of 
Martha Floyd Edmonds and Mae Sutton 
Edmonds. His parents were the late Dr. 
Bunyan B. Edmonds Sr. and Charlotte 
Claybrook Edmonds. 

Edmonds was elected mayor in 1970 
after serving on council from 1958 
through 1962. While mayor, Edmonds 
was instrumental in the 1974 donation 
of 30.4 acres of town property to secure 
the construction of Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital. In addition, he and council 
worked to annex 150 acres east of Harris 
Road into town limits, including 135 
acres under town ownership, in order for 
the hospital to be in town and to access 
town utilities.   

Edmonds was born on October 21, 
1912, in the two-story house he still 
owned on Church Street next to Kil-
marnock Baptist Church. After graduat-
ing from Kilmarnock High School, he 
attended the University of Richmond and 
graduated with a biology and chemistry 
degree from the College of William and 
Mary in 1937.

After 10 years as a chemist in Rich-
mond and West Point, he returned to Kil-
marnock with his first wife and daughters 
and taught in Lancaster County public 
schools.

Edmonds worked for the Rappahan-
nock Record twice in his career. His 
first stint was after graduating from high 
school where one of his first assignments 
was to cover the Storm of 1933 in which 
he criss-crossed Lancaster County taking 
pictures and reporting on damage. 

Twenty years later, he was back at the 
newspaper, where he claimed he did 
“everything from sweeping the floor to 
writing a column.” Edmonds’ ability to 
excel in advertising sales during his eight 
years at the newspaper helped launch 
his final career at Standard Products, a 
menhaden plant, where he worked for 26 
years as sales manager before retiring in 
1982.

Edmonds earned abundant local 
appreciation for his work in chronicling 
the history of Kilmarnock and Lancaster 
County. His work at the Record sparked 
an interest in history, and he spent his day 
off at the courthouse researching record 
books. 

In 1976, Edmonds published a history 
book, The Crossroads; Steptoe’s Ordi-
nary; Kilmarnock, which was reprinted 
in 1994 for the Kilmarnock Museum.

“It’s the definitive history resource 
for Kilmarnock,” said assistant town 
manager Susan Cockrell. “It’s well-
researched and filled with history, pic-
tures and easy-to-read land diagrams. 
It’s used as a guidebook by newcomers 
to town and longtime residents. I use it 
to build critical milestones in the town’s 
history.”

Town manager Tom Saunders called 
the book “a resource for the ages. It’s far 
and away the best history resource of the 
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town ever written.” 
While Saunders was a high school 

senior when Edmonds was elected 
mayor, he remembers his term as a criti-
cal time in the town’s growth, especially 
his foresight in paving the way for the 
hospital.

“He served the town well,” Saunders 
said of Edmonds. “You could arguably 
say...that nothing has added to the health 
of the town more than the hospital. It’s 
the lynchpin to our economy...and one of 
the main reasons people move to the area. 
He was a fine gentleman, always polite...
someone who participated in everything 
from community to church.”

Edmonds was an amateur musician 
who took his love of music and promoted 
it in the school system where he helped 
form the first Lancaster school band with 
donations and support from local busi-
nesses and charitable groups.  

Over the years, Edmonds continued to 
work for the community even when he 
reached his 90s. 

In 2004, at the age of 91, he became a 
local celebrity with the release of the his-
tory book, Lancaster County, Virginia. 
Where the River Meets the Bay. While 
he did not author the book, Edmonds 
set the wheels in motion some 30 years 
earlier when he wrote an outline for the 
first few chapters and contributed 15 
years of research on tribal Indians to the 
book’s author, Carolyn Jett. Edmonds 
vice-chaired the committee that oversaw 
the planning, writing and production of 
the book. Despite his claims that his con-
tributions were minimal, the committee 
chose to dedicate the book to Edmonds.

During production, Edmonds’ second 
wife died. After seven years of working 
with committee members, he formed 
new friendships. One special relation-
ship was with another former school 
teacher and history buff, committee chair 
Audrey Smith. And in 2005, the couple 
tied the knot in a ceremony overlooking 
the Rappahannock River.

Friends and family will gather to cel-
ebrate Edmonds’ life at a viewing from 
4 to 6 p.m. today, October 14, at Currie 
Funeral Home. Funeral services will 
be at 3 p.m. Friday at Kilmarnock Bap-
tist Church with interment at Morattico 
Baptist Church Cemetery. An obituary 
appears on page B7.

Turkey Shoot crowd
In what looks like a right-of-way nightmare, racers approach the starting line on the first day of racing at the 2010 Turkey Shoot Regatta. The event on Saturday and Sunday attracted 119 
vintage sailboats to the Corrotoman and Rappahannock rivers and benefitted Hospice Support Services of the Northern Neck and Riverside Hospice Agencies Inc. of Tappahannock and Walter 
Reed. The Godspeed sailed fom Jamestown Settlement to observe the regatta. Coverage of school children visiting The Godspeed can be found on page C5. More race photos and results can 
be found on page C2. Photo by Starke Jett

by Audrey Thomasson

LOTTSBURG—An enrollment of 
51 more students in Northumberland 
schools than anticipated for 2010 trans-
lates into about $150,000 more in state 
funding, according to school superin-
tendent Clint Stables.

At Monday’s school board meeting, 
however, he noted the increase may be 
offset by reduced sales tax income, as 
experienced last year.

“I don’t want anybody to get too 
excited that there is a bunch of extra 
money,” he said. “We have to wait and 
see what will happen.”

The division has 1,421 students 
enrolled, but was anticipating only 
1,370. Each student counts as $3,208 in 
state funding, Stables said.

The issue of a new school admin-
istration building in Claraville was 
raised, with Stables emphasizing that 
he is currently only in a “cost finding” 
phase. He said he expects to have some 
figures available for the school board to 
consider in 60 days using as much local 
contracting as possible and with a pre-
engineered building one possibility.

“We are not putting any shovels in the 
ground any time soon,” he said. “We just 
need to see how much it might cost.” 

The school board unanimously 
approved a trip to Puerto Rico in June 
2011 requested by Spanish teacher 
Norma Hernandez, who said she knows 
the island “extremely well.” The 8- to 
10-day trip will cost each participant 
about $1,500. Fund-raisers are being 
planned to cover expenses.

Stables also reported that there will 
be a “Poverty Simulation” event spon-
sored by Cobham Park Baptist Church 
in Warsaw and Rappahannock Commu-
nity College’s Workforce Development 
Office. The event will be held on Thurs-
day, October 28, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at the church. 

Designed to shed light into the plight 
of low-income families, four 15-minute 
“weeks” will give participants the 
opportunity to experience providing for 
basic necessities on a limited budget. 
Registration for the free event can be 
made by contacting program manager 
Rusty Bragg at RCC at 333-6759 or 
804-761-7878, by October 18.

WHITE STONE—The town council 
decided last Thursday that White Stone 
will join Irvington and Kilmarnock 
in celebrating Halloween on Sunday, 
October 31. 

Because Halloween is on a Sunday 
this year, council voted on whether or 
not to allow trick or treating within town 
limits on the traditional day or another 
day.  

Town manager Patrick Frere told the 
council he had talked to representatives 
from Kilmarnock and Irvington, and 
those towns have declared or would be 
declaring Sunday as the official trick-or-

Dog Gone dressed up
Red Hat ladies Billye Baker and her dog, Windy, of Reedville were decked out 
in their purple and red at last weekend’s Dog Gone Dog Show in Irvington. 
Baker is a member of the Red Hat Society and Windy has been a member 
of the Red Hat Gypsy Club for 11 years. See more photos and show results 
om Page D8. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Tri-towns to observe
Halloween on traditional
date: Sunday, October 31

treating day. He recommended White 
Stone adopt the same plan. 

Council member Scott Hudson made 
a motion to allow trick or treating in 
White Stone on Sunday, October 31, 
from 6 to 9 p.m. The motion passed, 
4-0. 

Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard, vice mayor 
David Jones and council member Tina 
Davis were not in attendance at last 
week’s meeting. Senior council member 
Randy Reeves was chosen by his peers 
as the president of council, giving him 
the authority to run the meeting. As 
president, Reeves would only vote to 
break a tie.

In other business, council voted 4-0 
to direct Frere to hire a temporary assis-
tant for clerical and office duties at the 
rate of $9.25 per hour. Council accepted 
with regret the resignation of town clerk 
Lynn Haddon, who will vacate the posi-
tion on October 13.  

Council member Jennifer Hodges 
commended town policeman Cliff 
Dawson on his handling of a situation 
several weeks ago that ended with an 
infant’s death. 

According to police chief Bill Webb, 
Dawson was working a routine traffic 
stop when he was approached by family 
members with an unresponsive baby. 

“He did everything in his power to 
revive the child,” said Webb. “In fact, he 
got a heartbeat twice before the ambu-
lance arrived.”

Dawson was very professional and 
calm during a terrible situation, said 
Hodges.

Additional school 
funding may be
offset by declining 
sales tax receipts

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

by Starke Jett

Oysters
coming
ashore

The oyster season started 
early on the Rappahannock 
River and in other areas of 
Virginia last week and most 
boats unloading at W. Ellery 
Kellum Seafood Inc. in Weems 
are catching their limit. 
Above, Capt. Chris Brown 
watches as a bushel is hoisted 
from his deadrise workboat, 
the Lisa K of Gloucester. See 
the story on page C7. 
Photo by Starke Jett
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Heathsville 
Farmers Market
Last of the 2010 Season!

Please Join Us!
Located in the 

Historic Heathsville Square
Saturday, October 16  •  9 am  – 1 pm

“Antiques On The GO”
Bring your treasures and have them ap-

praised by the Northern Neck Antique Arts 
Guild. Call for information and items 

appraised: 580-3377

Enjoy our vendors…….
Organic Clothing, Produce, Plants, Meat, 

Soap, Honey, Cute Flip-Flops, Jewelry,
Food, Lemon & Limeade, Pottery, Out Door 

Furniture, Art,  Pepper Jelly, Photographs, 
Pearls, Wood Carving Boards

Do Your Holiday Shopping now!
Are you interested in being a vendor in 

Heathsville – please call 580-3377

Dogs Welcome on leashes and  
owner responsible for good behavior!
For more Market information

call 804-580-3377

Let us help you choose.

Call your local Authorized Anthem 
agent today tolearn more.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the 
town of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of An-
them Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 
®Registered marks Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA 

The right health plan 
at the right price?

Great Deal for $1! 
6 tickets for $5 
1 ticket for $1

Prizes are:
2nd - Quilt - 78”x60”

Gift Certifi cates:
3rd - $100 Credit - Farm & Home

4th - $50 - Lancaster Tavern
5th - $50 - KC’s Crabs & Cues

6th - $20 - The Tavern in Heathsville
Other prizes:

7th - Hand Painted Boudoir Lamp
by Chris Young

8th - HCW Food Basket

Historyland Community Workshop Sale
Nov. 20 • 8:30am - 12:30pm

Historyland Raffl e
First Prize - $300

       Boutique

Monday - Saturday  10-5
538 Rappahannock Drive • 436-8505

presents

Ladies Night
Thursday October 21st

refreshments & door prizes

Open til 8 pm 
Then go next door for a 

Special Ladies Night Dinner
at White Stone Wine & Cheese
Call for details & reservations

Limited Spaces • 435-2000

NUTTSVILLE—The mother 
of Jasmine Smith pleaded last 
week for her daughter’s friends 
to help the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Department identify the 
person who ended the life of the 
19-year-old at a yard party July 
18.

“It’s not fair to me and not 
fair to Jasmine, and she sure 
did not deserve it,” said Coletha 
Ball, referring to other party-
goers who have told investiga-
tors they don’t know anything. 
“I feel people are hiding stuff 
and covering up. I’d like them 
to put themselves in my position 
if it happened to their brother or 
sister or cousin.” 

Jasmine was hit in the head by 
a single bullet fired in a volley 
of shots as she partied with hun-
dreds of people at a home on 
Nuttsville Road. 

A sheriff’s deputy was on the 
scene responding to complaints 
of loud music and noise when 
he heard the gunfire. According 
to the sheriff’s report, several 
people obstructed the deputy 
from entering the property, then 
jostled him and attempted to 
enter his patrol car.

Despite more than a hundred 
attendees at the function, few 
witnesses have cooperated with 

investigators, frustrating Ball and 
her three children.

As Ball explained it, “No one 
has been very cooperative that 
I know of. As much as Jasmine 
loved most of them, I would 
think they would try to solve this. 
She would have helped them if 
the situation was reversed. She 
was really giving and was there 
for everyone.”  

Ball said her daughter confided 
in her about everything, asking 
for advice when she shopped and 
including her mother in her daily 
life. The close bond made the 
loss nearly unbearable for Ball. 
“I just can’t believe it. I keep 
hoping she’ll come back home. I 
say every day ‘It can’t be, it just 
can’t be.’” 

According to her mother, 
Smith did not normally attend 
yard parties, but she went to this 
one to pick up her car from her 
boyfriend of four years, Malcolm 
Brooks. Brooks said he was not 
with her when the shots were 
fired, but ran over as soon as he 
saw her on the ground.

“Jasmine was a nice, loving 
person, always in good spirits. 
I never really saw Jasmine mad 
at all,” said Brooks. “If anybody 
knows something, come forward. 
We have to get justice for this.”

Smith graduated from high 
school in Richmond County last 

year and planned to attend col-
lege to pursue a career in nursing. 
“She took vocational nursing 
courses,” said her mother. “She 
had the most promise. I know she 
was going to be somebody.”

In preparation for a nursing 
career, Smith worked part-time 
for Visiting Angels in Kilmar-
nock, a home care agency for the 
elderly. 

“She was a top-notch, loving, 
caring person,” said Frank 
McCarthy, owner of the business. 
“She was an angel. For someone 
of her age and level of experi-
ence, Jasmine was uncommonly 
good in taking care of seniors. 
The people she visited liked her 
and always appreciated her being 
there. She was sweet, tender...
always on time and ready to fill 
in for caretakers who could not 
make it in on their day.”

Lancaster investigator Joanie 
Kent said Lancaster is being 
assisted in the ongoing investi-
gation by deputies from Essex, 
Richmond and Northumber-
land counties as well as agents 
from the FBI and Federal Drug 
Administration.

Anyone with information that 
could help investigators is asked 
to call the Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Department at 462-5111, 
or make an anonymous call to 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.

It’s been nearly 12 weeks since Coletha Ball heard the painful news that her daughter, Jasmine 
Smith, was fatally shot. With her 16-year-old daughter Harmony at her side, Ball said the death 
changed her whole life. “I still can’t believe she’s gone. Every day I expect her to walk through 
the door.”

Jasmine Smith’s mother speaks
out regarding her child’s death

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—The Victim-
Awareness program of Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office 
recently announced the obser-
vance of October as Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month by 
the order of the Governor of 

Victim-Witness program observes 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Virginia, October 1, 2010.
Domestic violence is a pat-

tern of abusive behaviors used 
by one individual to control or 
exert power over another indi-
vidual in the context of an inti-
mate relationship, said Gwen 
Carneal, director of the Lan-
caster County Victim-Witness 
Program.

These behaviors may include 
physical abuse, sexual abuse, 
emotional abuse, threats/intimi-
dation, isolation and using chil-
dren to threaten or intimidate a 
parent or partner.

Gov. Bob McDonnell estab-
lished the Governor’s Domes-
tic Violence Prevention and 
Response Advisory Board.

This board will dialogue with 
state and local agencies, as well 
as involve stakeholders, to make 
recommendations for changes to 
laws, policies and procedures to 
enhance Virginia’s response to 
domestic violence at all levels, 
said Carneal.

The advisory board will pro-
mote ongoing collaboration 
among relevant state and local 
agencies, as well as private sector 
and community partners involved 
in domestic violence prevention, 
enforcement and response efforts, 
she said.

To discuss witness protection 
or domestic abuse issues, call 
Carneal at 462-5151.

The governor’s proclamation 
and information about the advi-
sory board can be found at gover-
nor.virginia.gov.

n Wittman rally
There will be a Wittman for 

Congress Rally from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, October 16, at the 
Northern Neck Farm Museum 
near Burgess. The rally is 
sponsored by the Republican 
committees serving Lancaster, 
Northumberland Richmond 
and Westmoreland counties.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion will meet at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, October 21, in the General 
District courtroom at the courts 
building at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

Zoning administrator W.H. 
Shirley said the commission 
will have a work session on 
the planned unit development 
ordinance (R-5) that is being 
formulated.

NEWS BREAK

The Agenda
Local Government News

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

Family Fun Day
at

Saturday, Oct. 16  •  10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Allison’s          Hardware

Rt. 360 in Lottsburg, Va.
(804) 529-7578  •  www.allisonsacehardware.com

• Buzzie the Clown  • Hot Apple Cider
• Apple Bobbing  • Crafts & Prizes

• Harvest Photos  • Paint-a-Pumpkin

Town Bistro

Reservations Accepted
62 Irvington Road, Kilmarnock  •  804.435.0070

Wednesday & Thursday - 3 courses for $2500

Includes Soup or Salad, any Entree & Dessert

Friday & Saturday - Chef’s Special for $2500

Includes Soup or Salad & Dessert

Fall Specials

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

SHADES OF IRELAND
July 24-Aug. 2, 2011

Escorted tour of:
Dublin, Kilkenny, Waterford

Killarney, Limerick & Kingscourt
with many side trips

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

How Much Are You Worth?
Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?

Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist

By Appointment
Thursday, October 21, 2010

10:00 - 2:00

Burke’s Jewelers
Lancaster County Crime Solv-

ers seeks information on the fol-
lowing individuals.

James Edward Banks Jr., 38, 
is wanted for larceny by writing 
a bad check. He is described as a 
black male with brown hair and 
eyes, 5 feet 11 inches tall and 160 
pounds. His last known address 
was 3149 Bashford Lane, Rich-
mond. He also has outstanding 
warrants in other counties.

 Terrell Marvay Noel, 34, 
is wanted for fail to appear in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
for probation violation. He is 
described as a black male with 
black hair and brown eyes, 6 feet 
2 inches tall and 223 pounds. His 
last known address was 176 Lum-
berlost Lane, Weems.

 Phillip Earl Wrenn is wanted 
for probation violation. He is 
described as a white male, 55 
years old, blond-red hair, green 
eyes, 250 pounds, 5 feet 11 inches 
tall. He also goes by the name 
of Davey Lee Jones and Davey 
Lee Jones Red. His last known 
address was 2972 Wicomico 
Church Road, Wicomico Church. 
He is also from the North Caro-
lina area.

Call the Crime Solvers line at 
462-7463. This is a non-recorded 
line. You will not have to appear in 
court. If your information is useful 
to law enforcement, it could lead 
to a reward up to $1,000.

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
reported the arrest of four 
people during the past week.

Devin L. Tiggle, 20, 
of Greenwood Court was 
charged October 6 with felony 
sale/distribution of more than 
a half ounce, but less than 5 
pounds of marijuana.

A Berrywood Lane man, 20, 
was charged October 6 with 
contempt of Northumberland 
court for failing to complete 
anger management class. 

A Farnham woman, 54, was 
charged October 7 with two 
counts of issuing bad checks. 

A Farnham man, 51, was 
charged October 8 with stalk-
ing. 
Incident log:

October 5:  Staff 
responded to a possible bur-
glary on Senora Road and to 
Rappahannock Landing on 
a call about a student wait-
ing for the school bus well 
after school had started for 
the day. The school resource 
officer reported tagging graf-
fiti at LHS for the gang White 
Stone Boys. Staff received a 
walk-in report of credit card 
forgery (3 incidents in Janu-
ary), a walk-in complaint 
of annoying/obscene tele-
phone calls and a report of 
the theft of a wallet from a 
woman’s purse at LMS. Staff 
responded to an illegal dump-
ing complaint on Belmont 
Drive, to an E911 discon-
nect call on Clover Lane (no 
emergency services needed), 
checked on the well-being of 
a James Lane resident at the 
request of a concerned citi-
zen (no emergency services 
needed), responded with the 
White Stone Police Depart-
ment (WSPD) to a report of 
an overboard vehicle off of 
Windmill Point Road (vehicle 
unoccupied) and responded to 
Boys Camp Road to assist the 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) with a traffic 
stop. 

October 6 : Staff responded 
to a trespass/destruction of 
property complaint on Flats 
Lane, to contractor fraud 

complaints on Hickory Hill 
Lane and Saltwater Drive 
(both complaints involve the 
same contractor), to a domes-
tic disturbance (grandmother/
grandson) in the 11100 block 
of Jessie DuPont Hwy., and 
to a complaint of hunters 
trespassing on property on 
Farley Lane. Staff received a 
call from a Twin Branch Road 
resident reporting himself as 
drunk but remaining inside 
his own home, responded 
with assistance from KPD to 
a fight call in the 10400 block 
of Jessie DuPont Hwy., and 
responded to the residence of 
the self-reporting drunk on 
Twin Branch Road after the 
subject repeatedly called the 
sheriff ’s office and cursed the 
dispatcher. 

October 7 : Staff notified 
VDOT of a downed state sign 
near Lumberlost and Weems 
roads, responded with Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to 
a two-vehicle accident at a 
Lively-area convenience store 
and responded to a destruc-
tion of property complaint on 
Norwood Church Road. Staff 
received a walk-in report of 
destruction of property to two 
homes on Old Orchard Road. 
Staff responded to a fight call 
on Twin Branch Road and to 
a second disturbance call on 
Twin Branch Road. 

October 8 : Staff 
responded to a civil complaint 
in the 10100 block of River 
Road and to a noise/possible 
disturbance call in the area of 
the 1500 block of Windmill 
Point Road. 

October 9: Staff notified 
Middlesex authorities of an 
assault call on Locust Grove 
Avenue, received a report of 
the theft of a woman’s purse 
from a vehicle parked in the 
10400 block of Jessie DuPont 
Hwy. and responded to a reck-
less driving complaint on the 
Norris Bridge.

October 10 : Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance (mother/
son) in the area of Heather-
field Court, to an abandoned 
vehicle complaint on Avis 

WHITE STONE—Residents 
along Pine Drive and Beach 
Road in White Stone are asked 
to report any suspicious or 
strange persons in the area, 
especially those seen after dark.

According to White Stone 
Police Chief Bill Webb, a resi-
dent there reported a prowler to 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Department around 8 p.m. on 
September 23. 

The person was described as 
a white male, approximately six 
feet tall with broad shoulders 
and a medium build. He had 
dark, short hair and was wear-
ing a dark or black tee shirt, 
shorts, ankle-high boots and 
dark socks. The man was seen 
near 99 Pine Drive and walked 
toward Bruce Avenue. 

There were several reports of 
a nighttime prowler or “peep-
ing tom” in that area during 
the spring and summer months, 
according to Webb. 

Reporting to town council last 
Thursday, Webb said the prowler 
“seems to have returned” after 
several months of inactivity. 

The good news, he told the 
council, “is now we do have a 
better description than we’ve 
had before.”

Anyone with any information 
should report it to the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Department or 
the White Stone Town Office.

Ladies Apparel

Casual, Resort & Special Occasion
Jewelry & Accessories

24 W. Church St. • Kilmarnock, VA
435-2200 • Mon.-Sat. 10-5

FLAX
Beautiful Fall Colors, Natural Fibers, Comfortable and Elegant

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER 
COUNTY 

CRIME 
SOLVERS

Trail and to a fight call at a 
Lively-area convenience store. 

October 11:  Staff noti-
fied VDOT of a downed tree 
blocking traffic near Irving-
ton Road and Jenkins Drive, 
received a walk-in com-
plaint of an assault by threat, 
responded to a shots fired 
complaint in the 4600 block 
of River Road, responded to a 
trespass complaint on Thomas 
Landing Road and received a 
motorist’s complaint of vol-
unteer rescue squadsman 
driving recklessly on Court-
house Road in response to 
a call. Staff responded to 
a structure fire in the 2600 
block of White Chapel Road, 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 800 block of Weems Road 
and to a trespass/destruction 
of property complaint on 
Greentown Road.

October 12 : Staff 
responded with EMS to an 
intentional medication over-
dose incident on Ocran Road.

Among other activities 
during the week, the sheriff ’s 
office conducted nine traffic 
stops, issued four summonses, 
provided motorist assistance 
four times, received reports 
of two deer strikes, checked 
on seven building alarms and 
conducted three prisoner trans-
ports. There were three calls 
for animal control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
an overboard vehicle on Wind-
mill Point Road.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a possible gas leak on Wiggins 
Avenue.

The Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic accident 
on Mary Ball Road, assisted 
EMS with a lift on Rocky 
Neck Road and responded to a 
structure fire on White Chapel 
Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins 
brought misdemeanor charges 
against four individuals last 
week.

A Callao man, 21, was 
charged with failure to appear 
in the General District Court.

A Lottsburg woman, 24, was 
charged with failure to appear 
in the General District Court.

A Forestville, Md., man, 30, 
was charged with appearing 
intoxicated in public.

A Weems man, 22, was 
charged with driving while 
intoxicated, a second or more 
offense of possession of mari-
juana, and carrying a con-
cealed weapon.

Nighttime 
prowler may
have returned
to White Stone

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com
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She wants her independence. 
You want her to be safe. 

Here’s something you can both agree on. 

At Magnolia Manor, we know that caring for an aging family 
member can be overwhelming. Our family is here to help make life 
easier for you, while providing outstanding care for your loved one. 

We provide 24-hour staffing, medication assistance, three daily meals, 
housekeeping and laundry services, scheduled transportation and 

personal care assistance. All this adds up to a longer, healthier 
retirement for your family member, and more time for you 

to enjoy with them. Call today!

Magnolia Manor 
Assisted Living 

20 Delfae Drive (on Richmond Hwy), Warsaw (804) 313-2500

Rappahannock Record - 3 col. 5.437 x 8, B&W

orchardliving.org

Lazy Days Pools & Spas
(804) 435-2136

Hot Tub
Exceptional Savings!

Sparta Spas by ThermoSpas

4 person Spa -41 Jets plus
many extras!

Being sold below cost!

RICHMOND—A steam-
boat wharf stop that gave rise 
to a Northern Neck village is 
among the four new historic 
districts recently approved 
for listing on the Virginia 
Landmarks Register by the 
Virginia Department of His-
toric Resources (DHR).

The Morattico Historic 
District in Lancaster County 
is a rare surviving example of 
a Northern Neck village that 

relied on a water-based econ-
omy from its perch along the 
lower Rappahannock River, 
notes DHR public relations 
officer Randy Jones. The 
village arose as a steam-
boat stop and developed a 
seafood industry of fishing, 
oyster and crab harvesting, 
and seafood processing.

Although the Morattico 
district’s historic wharf and 
cannery are gone, the houses 

of many of those who made 
their living on the nearby 
waters survive, said Jones. 
The dwellings range from 
modest worker housing to 
large Victorian residences.

Commercial buildings in 
the historic district feature 
a circa-1890 general store 
(now a museum), a small 
circa-1949 post office build-
ing, and several single-story 
seafood processing facilities 

that date to the mid-1950s. 
The Morattico Historic Dis-
trict’s period of significance 
extends from 1890 to 1960, 
he said.

Other districts to gain des-
ignation recently include 
The Sebrell Rural Historic 
District in Southampton 
County, The Downtown 
Hampton Historic District, 
and The Downtown Glouc-
ester Historic District.

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia Department of Historic 
Resources (DHR)  recently 
approved a series of historical 
highway markers focusing on 
Virginia’s important legacy of 
people, places and events asso-
ciated with the War of 1812, 
including fi ve local sites.

“These new markers are part 
of a broad-based collaboration 
between DHR and the bicen-
tennial commission for the War 
of 1812 to better inform the 
public about what many people 
call ‘America’s forgotten war,’” 
said DHR director Kathleen S. 
Kilpatrick. “They recall cru-
cial events in Virginia, such 
as the burning of Norfolk and 
the vulnerability of Hampton 
Roads, that profoundly shaped 
our post-war national defense 
policy as a young nation.” 

According to the legisla-
tion enacted by the General 
Assembly to establish the 
bicentennial commission, “An 
estimated 70,000 Virginians 
served during the War of 1812. 
There were some 73 armed 
encounters with the British that 
took place in Virginia during 
the war.” The legislation also 
states, “The nation’s capitol, 
strategically located off the 
Chesapeake Bay, was a prime 
target for the British, and the 
coast of Virginia fi gured prom-
inently in the Atlantic theatre 
of operations.”

“Virginia’s epic role in the 
American Revolution and the 
Civil War can all too easily 
eclipse the state’s signifi cant 
role in the War of 1812. It’s 
appropriate to remind Virgin-
ians and visitors to our state 
about the Commonwealth’s 
great sacrifi ces in that war as 
well,” said Secretary of Natural 
Resources Doug Domenech.

Local War of 1812 Bicenten-
nial Markers will read:

Capture of 
Tappahannock

Here on 3 December 1814, 
British naval forces under the 
command of Capt. Robert 
Barrie assaulted and seized the 
town of Tappahannock during 
the War of 1812. Aiding the 
British were three companies 
of African American Colonial 

A planning meeting will be held at 1 p.m. Monday, 
October 18, for the commemoration of the Bicenten-

nial of the War of 1812 in the Northern Neck.
Hosted by Rear Adm. Bob Fountain and the Northern 

Neck Tourism Commission, the meeting will be held at 
the Visitors’ Center at Westmoreland State Park.

Rear Adm. Fountain will review the activities to date of 
the Virginia Commission on the Bicentennial.

Mike Lyman will review the signifi cant involvement of 
the Northern Neck in that confl ict in 1813-14 and Karen 
Scherberger will outline the planned events of the signa-
ture Naval  Review and Tall Ships kickoff of the Com-
memoration.

Representatives of civic, historical and tourism-related 
organizations are urged to attend. 

For directions, call Rear Adm. Fountain at 
804-493-9522.

Morattico Historic District 
is recognized by the DHR

Remember the Dolphin
Meeting to address
commemoration
for the Bicentennial
of the War of 1812

Marines. Although the British 
held the town for only a few 
hours, they destroyed a number 
of private houses, and com-
pletely demolished the Essex 
County courthouse. British 
Royal Marines ransacked 
many of the town’s dwellings, 
set fi re to landmarks such as 
the Brockenbrough mansion, 
and pillaged the family burial 
vaults of the prominent Ritchie 
family before Virginia militia 
reinforcements arrived. 

This marker will be placed 
in Essex County.
Capture of the Dolphin

On 3 April 1813, one of the 
largest naval engagements in 
Virginia waters during the War 
of 1812 took place at the mouth 
of Carter’s Creek. One hundred 
fi ve British naval and marine 
forces under Lt. Polkinghorne 
managed to subdue four Amer-
ican privateers: Arab, Dolphin, 
Lynx, and Racer. The largest 
ship, Dolphin, out of Balti-
more, had twelve guns and one 
hundred men commanded by 

Capt. W.J. Stafford.  Stafford 
stubbornly refused to give 
up when the other ships were 
taken, and defended his ship 
until he was severely wounded 
and his ship boarded.

This marker will be placed 
in Middlesex or Lancaster 
County (along Route 3 at 
one entrance to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Bridge)
African Americans
in the War of 1812

During the War of 1812, 
thousands of enslaved African 
Americans gained freedom by 
fi ghting for the British or serv-
ing as guides during British 
raids on coastal communities. 
Many were given the choice 
of enlisting in the armed ser-
vices or settling in various 
locations throughout the Brit-
ish Empire. East of here on 
Tangier Island, at the British 
base of Fort Albion, the British 
trained African Americans to 
serve in the Colonial Marines. 
From Fort Albion, the Colonial 
Marines, along with British 

troops, engaged the Virginia 
militia in numerous landings 
along the Northern Neck and 
the Eastern Shore throughout 
the summer of 1814.

This marker will be placed in 
Northumberland County.
British Attacks
at Kinsale and
Mundy Point

Two miles east on 3 Aug. 
1814, 500 British marines and 
seamen under Adm. Sir George 
Cockburn landed at Mundy’s 
Point and Kinsale. Opposing 
the enemy at the Point were 
Capt. William Henderson and 
thirty Northumberland county 
militiamen. Henderson’s com-
pany was forced to retreat to 
the county courthouse. Later 
that day, British forces took 
Kinsale, burned the town, and 
seized tobacco. Three days 
later, they began raids along the 
Coan River. The British troops 
included about fi fty formerly 
enslaved African Americans, 
who were among the thousands 
who gained freedom by fi ght-
ing or working for the British.

This marker will be placed in 
Northumberland County.
British Landing
at Nomini Ferry

On 20 July 1814, Adm. Sir 
George Cockburn sent about 
a thousand marines ashore at 
Nomini Ferry to attack the 
Westmoreland County mili-
tia under the command of Lt. 
Col. Richard E. Parker. Parker’s 
Virginians bravely defended 
their positions, but were soon 
outfl anked by superior Brit-
ish forces and forced to retreat 
to Westmoreland Court House 
(Montross). Before they left 
the next morning, the British 
marines burned and destroyed 
a number of houses and several 
plantations in the immediate 
area, such as Bushfi eld, and ran-
sacked nearby Nomini Church.

This marker will be placed in 
Westmoreland County.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, 
October 14, in the district court-
room of the courts building at 39 
Judicial Place in Heathsville.

The board will hear from 
VDOT residency administrator 
Sean Trapani, school superin-
tendent Clint Stables and county 
administrator Kenny Eades. The 
board also will hold six public 
hearings beginning at 7 p.m.

One hearing will consider the 
rezoning of the properties known 
as Indian Creek Estates from 
Residential Waterfront (R-2) to 
Residential Recreational (R-4). 
The change in zoning district 
classifi cation consists of those 
properties found on tax map 
number 53A (Sheets 1 & 2), 
which is off of Bluff Point Road 
near Kilmarnock and is in the 
Wicomico Magisterial District. 
The overall density for this 
rezoning will not change. 

A second hearing will con-
sider proposed amendments to 
the fl ood plain ordinance that 
are required by the Depart-
ment of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) to maintain 
the county’s participation in 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP). The proposed 
Floodplain Ordinance amend-
ments can be reviewed at www.
co.northumberland.va.us. 

A third hearing will consider 

The Agenda
Local Government News

a request by Elizabeth Y. Hall, 
owner, and Elizabeth Hargrove, 
applicant, for a conditional use 
permit to construct a storage 
building on an undeveloped 
parcel of land. The property is 
on Coan Wharf Road.

Another hearing will con-
sider a request by M. Virginia 
Hillen, owner, for a conditional 
use permit to construct a stor-
age building on an undeveloped 
parcel of land. The property is 
on Riley Lane in Northumber-
land Plantation subdivision. 

A fi fth hearing will consider 
a request by Rodney Cassidy, 

owner, for an exception to the 
Northumberland County Chesa-
peake Bay Area ordinance in 
order to construct a dwelling par-
tially within the 50-foot resource 
protection area buffer. The prop-
erty is in Fleeton Beach subdivi-
sion on the Chesapeake Bay. 

The sixth hearing will con-
sider a request by Benchmark 
Developers, LLC, owner, and 
Arthur Armstrong, applicant, 
for an after-the-fact permit to 
construct a private community 
marina for Skiff Cove develop-
ment near Vir-Mar Beach on 
Hack Creek.

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com
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www.bankevb.com • (804) 443-4333 • 1-888-464-BANK (2265)
With 25 branches throughout Eastern Virginia, including Callao, Heathsville, and Urbanna

“ You get a good feeling working 
with a community bank. They 
don’t treat you like a number.” 

For Vandy Toulson, his mother Eloise, and his son 
Derrick, banking at EVB® is a family tradition. For them, 
a community bank is a partner who works with you 
to meet your fi nancial goals and respects you as an 
individual. EVB has helped families with their changing 
banking needs for 100 years. Stop by and see how EVB 
can be a partner in your family’s success.

Kermit “Vandy” Toulson (center) with his mother 
Eloise, son Derrick, and grandson Derrick.

—Vandy Toulson

EVB® is a registered trademark of EVB in the United States.

Greenpoint
Nursery

Route 3 • Lively • 462-0220

Flowering Trees
Shade Trees & Shrubs

Express Auto & Fleet Service
Philip White

Owner-ASE certified

VA State Inspection Station
30 Years Experience

12,000 Miles/1 year warranty

6291 Northumberland Hwy
P.O. Box 31

Heathsville, Virginia 22473

804-580-6190
pjwhite@xprsauto.com

www.xprsauto.com

Solar Shades • Blinds • Shutters

GreatWindows®

Great Prices • Great Service
804-725-1516

Hunter’s Contracting Ltd.
www.huntercontracting.com

Barbour Printing
Classic Caterers & Bar Tenders

The Tavern Restaurant
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum

The Tavern Quilt Guild
Piankatank Golf Course

Quinton Oaks Golf Course
Burke’s Jewelers

Material Girl Quilt Shop
Omega Protein

WF Booth & Son, Inc.
Ray’s Family Barber Shop

Merle Norman Studio
The Gables Bed & Breakfast

The Kilmarnock Furniture Store
Presents With Presence

Wildest Dreams Boutique
Nobletts Appliance & Propane

Glenn Lester Co. Inc.
Foxy’s in Kilmarnock
The Burgess House
Little River Market

The Attic Treasures & Gifts
Mz. Trixie Piggle

Sandy’s Hair Salon
Rivah Interiors- Callao

RW Sports Shop
Courtesy Service Center

Chitter Chats Ice Cream & Gossip Parlor
Crazy Crab Restaurant

Thank You to all our Sponsors
The Northumberland Family YMCA thanks all their sponsors for a very

successful 6th Annual Dinner Auction held September 18, 2010
The Country Store
Lillian Hardware
Boxcroft Nursery

Callao Supermarket
Allison’s Hardware

Tommy’s Restaurant
The Washington Redskins
The Washington Nationals
The Washington Capitals

Bank of Lancaster
EVB Bank

Bank of Essex
Northern Neck State Bank

Congressman & Mrs. Rob Wittman
Junior Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. D. Eskridge
Gen. & Mrs. Ward LeHardy
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Egress

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Biddlecomb
Manuel Haynie

DJ Russ Bertino
Kathy Pitts

Pim Montgomery
Rev. & Mrs. John Minter

Britt’s Garden
Meade Kilduff

Juli-Anne Clothing
Orchids of Mallard Bay

Cindy Reich
Susan Christopher

Backdraft Restaurant
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Ann Besson
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Curry
Mr. & Mrs. E. Munns Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. C. Shirilla
Heathsville Animal Hospital

Kids in the After School Program
Air Tran Airways

Alley’s Cafe
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Eager

Callao Auto Repair
Callao Building Supply
El Charitto Restaurant

For The Occasions
Going Greene

Mr. & Mrs. John Brandli
KO Performance Audio

Maverick’s
Nino’s Pizza

Northern Neck Cleaners
Callao Dairy Freeze
Mooring Restaurant

Pizza Hut in Kilmarnock
Wicomico Auto Body Shop

Northern Neck Cleaners
Lively Creations

Applebee’s
Cathi Cappelli

Nancy Reynolds

Anna’a Pizza
Mr. & Mrs. Chip Hudnall

Little River Seafood
Belfield Physical Therapy

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Radcliffe
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Moore

Mr. & Mrs. David Scarbrough
Mr. & Mrs. Mervin Withers

John Held
Mr. & Mrs. A. Mason Brent

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Bredder
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Hickey
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Dillard
Mr. & Mrs. John Huber

Peter Illing
Mr. & Mrs. William Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Schmalz
Randy’s Dunn-Rite Auto Repair

Paula Hudson
Kathy Pitts

Honorable & Mrs. Albert C. Pollard
Tom’s Repair Service

Olverson’s Marina
The members of the Northumberland 

Family YMCA Board and Capital 
Campaign Committee

The members of the Northumberland 
Family YMCA Dinner Auction Committee

Sandra & Terry are now co-owners of

Bay and River Home Decor
Furniture & Gifts

2 North Main Street • Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
804-436-1900

(formerly Lipscombe)

Same quality furniture and
friendly service as past 18 years,

only the name & number
have changed!

Queenie and Miss P.P. look 
forward to continuing

to serve you!

KILMARNOCK— On 
Tuesday, November 2, voters 
in Lancaster and Northumber-
land counties will join those 
throughout the First District 
to elect a delegate to the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Candidates on the ballot are 
incumbent Republican Robert 
J. ‘’Rob’’ Wittman of Mon-
tross, Democrat Krystal M. 
Ball of Fredericksburg, and 
Independent Green party can-
didate G. Gail Parker of Alex-
andria.
Amendments

Three questions will be on 
the ballot regarding proposed 
amendments to the Virginia 
Constitution.

Question 1 reads: “Shall 
Section 6 of Article X of the 
Constitution of Virginia be 
amended to authorize legisla-
tion that will permit localities 
to establish their own income 
or financial worth limitations 
for purposes of granting prop-
erty tax relief for homeowners 
not less than 65 years of age or 
permanently and totally dis-
abled?” 

Under the Constitution, the 
General Assembly may give 
localities the power to grant full 
or partial exemptions from real 
estate taxes to persons 65 years 
of age or older, or for persons 
permanently and totally dis-
abled. The exemption applies 
to owner-occupied property 
used as the sole dwelling of 
such persons. The exemption 
is currently available only to 
such persons who bear “an 
extraordinary tax burden” in 
relation to their income and 
financial worth. 

The proposed amendment 

removes the requirement that 
tax exemptions are available 
only to such persons who bear 
“an extraordinary tax burden,” 
and gives the General Assem-
bly authority to permit locali-
ties to determine their own 
income or financial worth 
limitations for tax exemptions 
for persons 65 years of age or 
older or for persons perma-
nently and totally disabled. 

Question 2 reads: “Shall 
Section 8 of Article X of the 
Constitution of Virginia be 
amended to increase the per-
missible size of the Revenue 
Stabilization Fund (also known 
as the “rainy day fund”) from 
10 percent to 15 percent of 
the Commonwealth’s average 
annual tax revenues derived 
from income and retail sales 
taxes for the preceding three 
fiscal years?”

Under current law, the Reve-
nue Stabilization Fund is used 
to offset shortfalls in antici-
pated revenues in any given 
year, and thus is designed to 
provide a cushion in the event 
of an economic downturn. The 
State Constitution currently 
limits the fund to 10 percent 
of the Commonwealth’s aver-
age annual tax revenues from 
income and sales taxes for the 
preceding three fiscal years. 

 The proposed constitu-
tional amendment increases 
the maximum size of the fund 
to 15 percent of the Common-
wealth’s average annual tax 
revenues from income and 
sales taxes for the preceding 
three fiscal years. 

Question 3 reads: “Shall 
the Constitution be amended 
to require the General Assem-

bly to provide a real property 
tax exemption for the princi-
pal residence of a veteran, or 
his or her surviving spouse, if 
the veteran has a 100 percent 
service-connected, permanent, 
and total disability?” 

Currently, the Virginia Con-
stitution does not grant real 
estate tax exemptions spe-
cifically to veterans. However, 
the Constitution does allow 
the General Assembly to give 
localities the power to grant 
full or partial exemptions from 
real estate taxes to persons 65 
years of age or older or for per-
sons permanently and totally 
disabled who “bear an extraor-
dinary tax burden” in relation 
to their income and financial 
worth. This exemption applies 
to owner-occupied property 
used as the sole dwelling of 
such persons.   

 The proposed amend-
ment would require the Gen-
eral Assembly to pass a law 
exempting from local taxation 
the principal residence owned 
and occupied by any veteran 
with a 100 percent service-
connected, permanent, and 
total disability.

The veteran’s surviving 
spouse could continue to claim 
the exemption so long as he or 
she does not remarry and con-
tinues to occupy the home as 
his or her principal residence.

From Farm to Fork dining
The Northern Neck Farm Museum in Burgess held its first ever “Farm to Fork” fund-raising dinner on Saturday, October 
9. Seventy people were treated to an outside table featuring free-range chicken provided by Georgia Town Farm in 
Lancaster County, ham provided by Brian Barnes of Northumberland County, crab meat from Cockrell’s Creek Seafood of 
Northumberland County, acorn squash and green beans from Garner’s Produce in Richmond County, bread from Artisan 
Bakery in Richmond County and goat cheese from Emily Simpson in Northumberland County, all prepared by Mark Jones 
Catering of Westmoreland County. Museum volunteer Margaret Welch said the museum is planning to do another dinner in 
the spring. Photo by by Starke Jett 

Three candidates and
three questions will be
on First District ballots

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com

GOT NEWS?
Ed i to r@RRecord.com

Tuesdays  a t  noon

Email your AD to:

mail@rrecord.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This past August was the 40th anniver-
sary of the marriage of Ellen and Myron 

Gowans, and next month will be the 40th 
anniversary of their moving to the Northern 
Neck. At that time they bought a new home 
in Lee-Dale Shores, a suburb of the metrop-
olis of Mila, one of the bustling centers of 
Northumberland County.

The late Daniel Whitaker, who in addi-
tion to being a master builder, was a pre-
scient commentator on the local scene. He 
had built the house for someone else, all the 
while saying that his client would never live 
there. He was correct; the client died, and the 
Gowans purchased the home, built to Dan’s 
meticulously exacting specifications, and 
enjoyed living there for 18 years. For most 
of those years they were the only family with 
children in Lee-Dale Shores, as well as being 
among the few nonretired residents.

In 1988 they moved in town, to a new 
home in Kilmarnock, leaving the urban pres-
sures of Mila in their wake, and here they 
have been these last 22 years. Ellen ventured 
into the business world with the establish-

ment of her Heart of the Shepherd Christian 
Bookstore on Augusta Street. The store and 
Ellen became fixtures in the local economy, 
the store taking on the character of a gath-
ering place with Ellen ever ready to order 
specialty items not in 
stock. She proved that the 
need existed and filled the 
demand for such a store 
in a small geographical 
region. The store is gone 
now, and a lot of folks, 
myself included, still miss 
it.

Myron came to the 
Northern Neck as a retired 
fireman and emergency services provider, 
and here he worked in the surveying trade, 
prior to retiring. He has been a mainstay of 
the local A.A. meetings, and drives a car 
with the license plate, “STEP XII” in rec-
ognition of his tireless support for the orga-
nization and encouragement to its members. 
He is one of the most cheerful and peace-
ful people I ever have known. Sometimes 

he wears a small carved peace symbol orna-
ment, which for him is a genuine statement 
of his own nature, for he is a man at peace 
with everyone he knows, and in a state of 
genuine happiness every day. For both Ellen 

and Myron their faith 
is their guiding light.

To say that Myron is 
a great conversational-
ist would tell only half 
of the story, for he is 
also a great listener. 
When speaking with 
him, regardless of the 
other party’s portfolio, 
he gives his full atten-

tion to hearing what the person is saying. It 
is a characteristic people often fail to rec-
ognize in the race in which most of us find 
ourselves trying to get in every word we 
think to be important. Myron is not like that; 
he enjoys hearing what the other person is 
saying. Even in a short chat, he makes an 
indelible impression by conveying his com-
plete interest in listening. When he responds, 

his remarks combine wisdom and humor. 
Without hesitation one can say that Myron is 
profoundly perspicacious in all that he says 
and does.

President Dwight Eisenhower was born on 
this date in 1890, and Myron followed many 
decades later. I tend to think of him in terms 
similar to those reflective of the general. 
Both have been resolute in carrying out their 
duties. Both have lived highly principled 
lives, never failing to stand for their convic-
tions. Both always have looked younger than 
their years, perhaps the result of having lost 
their hair at a youthful age. In Myron’s case, 
the years have melted away to the point that 
he hardly has that much credibility claiming 
to be an octogenarian.

The Northern Neck is a better place 
because of Ellen and Myron having lived 
here the past two score of years. The old 
adage, that now seems utterly colloquial, in 
their case truly applies. They have been pil-
lars of the community. As today is Myron’s 
birthday, the Latin salutation seems most 
appropriate, “Ad multos annos!”

Both have been resolute in 
carrying out their duties. 
Both have lived highly prin-
cipled lives, never failing to 
stand for their convictions. 

Let’s go another round with 
these Riverneck jokes. I 

can’t speak for you, but I sure 
am having a lot of fun with 
this.

You might be a Riverneck if:
• You consider Riverneck a 

term of endearment.
• That blue marlin tattoo on 

your belly was once a bunker.
• You’ve ever been so 

engrossed in surf fishing the 
tide came up and claimed your 
vehicle before you realized 
there was any danger in that 
happening.

• You’ve ever substituted a 
fish hook for a toothpick.

• You’ve memorized the 
entire chart of Mepps lures 
to use for striper fishing; and 
another for small mouth bass 
fishing.

• You’ve ever scolded a 
young’un for eating all the 
blood worms. 

• You’ve substituted a fish 
scaler for a hair brush.

• You think “Talking Fishing 
Blues” is the best song Woody 
Guthrie ever wrote.

• Anyone in your family 
is on the Virginia Game and 
Inland Fisheries’ or the Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Com-
mission’s 10 most wanted list 
for repeated violations.

• You’ve ever toured the 
Mepps production facility at 
Sheldon’s Inc. in Antigo, Wis-
consin.

• You’ve taken a big bite out 
of a trout before you took it off 
the line, because it looked so 
good.

• You’ve eaten a big ol’ 
steamed jimmy, shell and all, 
to prove you could.

• Matthew 14:15-21, 
15:32-38, 17:24-27; Luke 
5:4-11; and John 21:1-11 are 
the only proof you need that 
men are meant to fish and not 
waste away their Sabbath with 
football. In fact, you’ve seen 
no mention of football any-
where in the King James ver-
sion of the Bible.

• You supplement your 
income by selling squirrel tails 
to Mepps, for their popular 
squirrel tail lures.

• You’ve been lost for days 
in a Bass Pro Shop.

• You’ve ever chosen the lure 
of fishing over the love of a 
good woman.

• You’ve ever found a good 
loving woman while pursuing 
the lure of fishing.

• The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 
describes your idea of the 
perfect date in “Fishin’ in the 
Dark.” Yeah, the Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band recorded that song 
in 1987, long before Garth 
Brooks ever got a clue. It was 
their third number-one single 
on the U.S. country music 
charts.

• You’ve got reservations 
about sailing because the boat 
just won’t plane off like a run-
about.

• You’ve ever had any suc-
cess trolling for Taylor blues 
from a Cape Dory typhoon in 
moderate winds.

• Ernest Hemingway’s Old 
Man and the Sea left a bitter 
taste in your mouth.

• You ever competed in the 
workboat races on Carter’s 
Creek.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Trapped
This past week my office received an email detail-

ing a nightmare a constituent (we’ll call him “John 
Smith”) from Caroline County had while renewing 
his Virginia’s driver’s license. 

 The constituent first got his Virginia driver’s 
license in 1989 and has renewed his driver’s license 
successfully three times since.   

 A few weeks before its expiration, John Smith 
went to renew his license and was told there was 
an outstanding suspension warrant on his license 
from South Carolina.  Virginia, therefore, could 
not renew his driver’s license until he got his record 
cleared with South Carolina.

 The constituent was trapped – his employment 
requires him to have both a valid driver’s license and 
a high level security clearance, which are now both 
in jeopardy because of this outstanding warrant. 

 So, Mr. Smith contacted South Carolina and fig-
ured out that the warrants were for speeding tick-
ets he got in 1984 and 1985 while he was young, 
irresponsible and stationed in South Carolina.  As 
Mr. Smith was aware his South Carolina license 
was suspended in 1985 for nonpayment of those 
tickets. 

 The catch?   Before leaving South Carolina in 
1987, Mr. Smith went to court and paid all outstand-
ing fines, interest and all court costs – thereby clear-
ing his license.  But last month, a clerk in South 
Carolina said they would need proof he had cleared 
his record by providing them with receipts so they 
could update their database.

 Trapped again - South Carolina had recently 

completed entering all their past DMV information 
into a national database to comply with federal reg-
ulations. Obviously, they skipped entering the court 
proceedings which had cleared Mr. Smith’s record. 

 South Carolina DMV told Mr. Smith he would 
have to get letters from the six counties where the 
tickets were issued 25 years ago.  Then he would 
have to send the letters to the South Carolina’s 
DMV and pay a fine of $100 for each suspension 
notice (total, $600) before they could remove the 
warrants. 

 The computer did not say which counties issued 
the warrants.  But the clerk told Mr. Smith their 
DMV would be happy to do a records search for 
$6.00 per violation and would mail him the infor-
mation in, oh, about 4-6 weeks. 

 Mr. Smith knew he had settled everything in 
Charleston’s District Court.  So he decided to 
contact the clerk’s office there before his Virginia 
license expired.  

 Whoa, Nellie!!  It would take 4-6 more weeks 
to get information from Charleston because they 
would have to search their paper records.  But wait, 
there’s more!  Charleston’s Clerk said there was an 
85 percent chance that the records were destroyed 
during Hurricane Hugo.

 Trapped – Mr. Smith paid his speeding tickets, 
fines, fees, interest and court costs in the 1980s, but 
has no record because, well, it was nearly 25 years 
ago. 

 We have helped Mr. Smith get a temporary 
license so he can sort this mess out, but as for South 
Carolina?  That’s a trap my office can’t spring.

(Reprints from the October 14, 1910, issue of the 
Virginia Citizen)
The Reunion C.V.

Beginning Tuesday next, lasting until Thursday 
night, the State reunion of Confederate Veterans will 
be held in Norfolk. Mrs. H. C. Hoggard, of Norfolk, 
has been appointed sponsor for the grand camp for 
Commander J. C. Ewell.
James River Situation

Capt. Ned Thomas, of Whealton (Morattico), on 
the Rappahannock, has been buying seed oysters on 
the James ever since the season opened. He has made 
half a dozen trips between here and the James, run-
ning loads of seed. He is buying at 15 cents a bushel, 
getting plenty and better stock than ever before. I, 
with thousands of others, say “hurrah” for Mr. Lee, 
of the Fisheries Commission. I, Capt. Ned Thomas, 
have talked to a good number of tongers and planters 
and hear nothing but praise for Mr. Lee.
Millinery and Dress Making

I have an up-to-date millinery and dress-making 

establishment over T. O. Smither’s store. Call and 
leave your order for your fall suit. Also the latest 
creations in hats, etc. Mrs. E. W. Smith, Kilmarnock, 
Va.
Pinkardsville

Miss Nannie Dunaway left on the Norfolk steamer 
to consult a specialist about that constant headache 
that has troubled her so long.

Dr. Dunaway is from home right much of his time 
right now, as he has been holding protracted meet-
ings at several of his churches and visiting among 
his members.

Mrs. Annie Hall is sick with rheumatism in her 
shoulder. Lucion is better.

Mrs. Otis Harding and her two pretty little boys 
were over to see us not long since.

We rejoice and are exceedingly glad that Prof. 
Frank P. Brent runs the high school at Lancaster 
again.
Millenbeck

F. G. Newbill, of Irvington, was here last week on 

business.
W. E. Martin, Postoffice Inspector, was here last 

week, making the annual inspection of the post 
office.

T. J. Downing was here last week en route to Acco-
mac County to speak.

The Bertrand Oyster Co. has begun shucking oys-
ters.

Capt. T. I. Ratcliffe left last week for Fredericks-
burg where he will shuck oysters this season.

R. Lloyd Ficklin, of this place, was in Baltimore 
this week.
Kilmarnock

A brass band of about twelve pieces has been orga-
nized here and they expect to be able to give some 
excellent music.
Crisp News

An alleged scheme to assassinate President Taft 
has been reported.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the 
Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

Focal Point

Fall flower garden

Photo by Master Gardener Kathy Powell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

What’s in a name? This tidbit 
of local history comes from a 
recent reminder to me that our 
town’s Steptoe District name was 
derived from the second name of 
the town: “Steptoe’s Ordinary.”

The muddy paths of horse-
travel days developed as the heart 
of  the town and at first became 
known as “The Crossroads”—
albeit, no true cross intersec-
tions existed. Soon the location 
was known as Steptoe’s Ordi-
nary when the Steptoe family 
operated a lodging/tavern at the 
site. Mercantile development 
prompted the ensuing name of 
Kilmarnock, probably due to 
interests held in Kilmarnock, 
Scotland, by some of those early 
local merchants.

So, we must understand that  
the town’s name was once Step-
toe’s Ordinary which, under-
standably, is the reason for the 
Steptoe District nomenclature 
recently ascribed to the “old 
town” heart of the area.

The excellent history of the 
town and its commercial devel-
opment written by B. Brainard 
Edmonds in 1976 gives a most 
informative description of the 
origin of Kilmarnock. The book-
let can be purchased at the Kil-
marnock Museum.

Nancy Hubbard Clark,
Kilmarnock

Steptoe stems 
from town’s 
second name

A recent letter, “We Deserve 
Higher Standards,” October 
7, attacked Rep. Rob Wittman 
using false and misleading infor-
mation. The record should be 
corrected.

The writer claimed Rep. Witt-
man was ranked last in effective-
ness according to information 
from Roll Call, a Washington, 
D.C., newspaper. This is totally 
misleading. The information 
used by the writer was from a 
ranking made in 2007. Rep. Witt-
man joined Congress Decem-
ber 13, 2007, four days before 
the session adjourned. The late 
swearing in was due to his being 
elected in a special election fol-
lowing the passing of Rep. Jo 
Ann Davis.

In four days there was no time 
to introduce legislation, cast 
many votes, or otherwise create 
a record of effectiveness. Using 
such clearly misleading informa-
tion in a letter to a newspaper is 
outside the bounds of fairness.

The letter writer also claims 
that Rep. Wittman’s vote on “leg-
islation such as HJR85 in 2009 
that would have gutted Medi-
care” is an example of his lack of 
concern for his constituents.

But there was no HJR85 in 
2009. The writer may be refer-
ring to HCR85, the Democrats’ 
budget resolution that would set 
the federal government’s budget 
policies for a five-year window 
between fiscal years 2010 and 
2014, with a total cost of $18.258 
trillion. The budget would also 
increase the statutory debt limit 
to $13.223 trillion in 2010.

Rep. Wittman, along with 
many other conservative mem-
bers of Congress, instead voted 
for the Ryan Substitute Budget 
Amendment to HCR85.  

The Ryan Substitute would not 
have gutted Medicare. Quite the 
contrary. It would have set goals 
for Congress to act to reform 
Medicare to preserve benefits for 
current beneficiaries and ensure 
that it is solvent for future ben-
eficiaries. 

Indeed, the offending letter 
simply underscored the fact that 
Rob Wittman has a record of 
voting against wasteful govern-
ment spending, including bank 
bailouts, the health care reform 
bill, cap and trade, and a long list 
of other over-the-top spending 
bills that have resulted in a dan-
gerously skyrocketing national 
debt.

In my view those are good rea-
sons for voting on November 2 
to keep Wittman in office.

Carol Dawson,
Morattico

Don’t be mislead

At the public hearing August 
26 regarding the proposed spe-
cial exception for a Planned Unit 
Development at Bluff Point, a 
local resident asked if the Nor-
thumberland County Board of 
Supervisors meant it in 2007 
when they passed the Compre-
hensive Plan that defined C-1 
(conservation-zoned) land.   

It appears they did not. 
Despite intense citizen opposi-
tion to this  special exception, 
county staff and some super-
visors appear unconcerned 
about the loss of 13 percent of 
Northumberland County’s C-1 
zoned land.  

We suggest the board of 
supervisors re-read the Com-
prehensive Plan and zoning 
regulations and find the cour-
age to “just say no” to this 
special exception request. Let 
the developer build according 
to his “by-right density.” That 
would mean 33 instead of 267 
houses in the southern parcel 
which is zoned C-1.

Pete and Barbara Kauneckas, 
Kilmarnock

Just say no

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
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Build Rail NOW!

Authorized and paid for by Glenda Gail “for Rail” Parker

Vote for
Gail

“for Rail”
Parker

For US Representative
November 2, 2010
More Trains,
Less Traffic

www.gailparker.us

Justice for Jasmine
Stop the Violence……Break the Silence!! 

Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Office is seeking 
information 
regarding a 
shooting incident 
that caused the 
death of Jasmine 
Smith on July 18, 
2010 in the 
Nuttsville area of 
Lancaster County.  
Jasmine’s death 
was the result of 
a senseless act of 
violence due to the 
ongoing rivalry 
between the youth 

of surrounding counties throughout the Northern 
Neck who choose to solve their differences with 
guns. Of the 100 plus persons present when 
Jasmine lost her life only a few have come 
forward with information.  Now is the time to stop 
the violence … break the silence!  
Crimesolvers is offering a reward of up to $1000 
for information that leads to the arrest and 
conviction of the guilty party. You don’t have to 
give your name, just your time. Let’s work 
together to help Jasmine’s family to have closure. 

CALL:
LANCASTER SHERIFF’S OFFICE - 804-462-5111
LANCASTER CRIMESOLVERS – 804-46CRIME
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©2008-2010 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home 
office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered 
service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer non-Nationwide homeowners 
insurance products only in FL.

Switch to Nationwide®    now, and together  
we’ll help build a policy that’s right for you.

Why get typical home
insurance when you could
have it TAILORED?

Call me for a quote today

Doug Wilt 
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477

LOST

“ABBY”
Female Tri-Color Beagle, 8 yrs. old

Lost in Ocran Area
Beloved Pet – $100 Reward

Call: 435-6792 • 691-9023 • 720-4097

YOUR LETTERS

Nearly everyone understands 
that America’s dependence on 
foreign oil is harmful to our 
national security, yet Rep. Rob 
Wittman has voted against 
nearly every bill that would  
increase our energy self-reli-
ance.

In the 110th Congress, Witt-
man voted against HR 6, the 
Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007, to raise 
the Corporate Average Fuel 
Economy (CAFE) standards, 
requiring higher fuel mileage 
of automobiles sold in the U.S. 

He voted against HR 5351, 
the Renewable Energy and 
Energy Conservation Tax Act 
of 2008; against HR 6049, 
the Energy Improvement and 
Extension Act of 2008; against 
HR 6899, the Comprehensive 
American Energy Security and 
Consumer Protection Act, and 
against HR 7060, the Renew-
able Energy and Job Creation 
Tax Act of 2008. 

During the current 111th 
Congress, Wittman voted 
against  HR 2454, the Ameri-
can Clean Energy and Secu-
rity Act; against HR 2729, To 
Authorize the Designation 
of National Environmental 
Research Parks by the Secretary 
of Energy; against HR 3246, 
the Advanced Vehicle Technol-
ogy Act of 2009; against HR 
3029, To Establish a Research, 
Development, and Technol-
ogy Demonstration Program 
to Improve the Efficiency of 
Gas Turbines Used in Com-
bined Cycle Power Generation 
Systems; against HR 5019, the 
Home Star Energy Retrofit Act 
of 2010, and against HR 4785, 
the Rural Energy Savings Pro-
gram Act, to make interest-free 
loans to qualified rural con-
sumers to implement energy 
efficiency measures.

A few of the above bills 
might have been flawed beyond 
acceptability, but all of them? 
Rob Wittman is slavishly fol-
lowing the Republican objec-
tive of denying passage to any 
legislation that would give 
Democrats credit for making 
America stronger. 

Don’t the citizens of Virgin-
ia’s First Congressional District 
deserve a more independent-
minded congressman? One 
who will put the people’s and 
national interest ahead of party 
politics?

Krystal Ball, a moderate, is 
the better choice for the voters 
on November 2.

 Bob Lindsey,
Callao

Wittman spurns 
U.S. energy 
independence

A reader wrote a diatribe 
on fear in last week’s Rappa-
hannock Record saying that 
Republicans fear a variety of 
abstractions, however the two 
things Republicans fear are: 
“for the first time in their adult 
lives,” they are afraid for their 
country; and  they are afraid of 
the existing administration.

Per usual, the writer “bashed” 
Bush and extolled that para-
gon of virtue, Bill Clinton, by 
reminding us that Clinton left a 
budget surplus.  Of course, she 
omitted the fact that Clinton’s 
budget surplus was a result of 
the dot.com bubble which burst 
shortly after  Bush’s election 
coupled with 9/11.

She chastises Bush for leav-
ing us with a $1.2 trillion debt 
which is ludicrous as now, 
twenty-one months after “the 
Messiah” took over, our debt is 
approaching $14 trillion.  Addi-
tionally, she forgot the “Dims” 
took over Congress in 2006, so 
much of the $1.2 trillion debt 
when  Obama took over was 
due to her party’s overspend-
ing which is now totally out of 
control.

She stated that Obama has 
accomplished more in 21 
months than any president 
since FDR and I agree.  He 
has  brought the U.S. to the 
brink of  bankruptcy, sur-
rounded himself with leftists, 
socialists, and blatant homo-
sexuals, appointed a Supreme 
Court Justice who has no judi-
cial experience, but is ada-
mantly pro-abortion,  led the 
charge for a health care bill that 
will end up costing trillions 
more in taxpayer money, apol-
ogized for America’s actions 
world-wide, bowed to and 
hugged foreign potentates, and 
embarrassed Americans with 
ridiculous gifts he has given to 
heads of state and to the Queen 
of England.

Obama is the epitome of one 

Fear is good thing
come Election Day

with little or no experience 
who still believes he’s on the 
campaign trail and continues to 
spew more rhetoric filled with 
empty promises and out and 
out lies, for example “We can 
insure 20,000,000 more people 
for less money!”

The hope and change he 
promised is most definitely 
a change that leaves us with 
little hope, but a lot of FEAR!  
Lastly, lest we forget, fear is a 
good thing. Adrenaline spurs us 
to act and that’s what we intend 
to do on November 2.

Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Kilmarnock

We all lose!
We lost several businesses in 

Kilmarnock this year. It is sad 
and is a great loss to the com-
munity.

Small business entrepreneurs 
take financial risks to bring 
food, services, or products to 
the Northern Neck area. We 
pay taxes, hire employees and 
we were not bailed out.

Opening a business in this 
economy is a testament to the 
optimism and the hopes and 
dreams of the individual. All 
businesses, whether large or 
small, started with a dream. 
The economy has taken it’s 
toll in Mainstreet USA and our 
town is just one of many towns 
who have this problem.

I would like to acknowledge 
the many people who are aware 
that small town business does 
not exist without their patron-
age, and continue to urge 
everyone to support your town 
businesses whenever possible.

Kathy Lukasewicz,
Foxy in Kilmarnock

Support hometown 
businesses

I am writing to expand on 
a letter last week dealing with 
Rob Wittman’s ideas on taxa-
tion. On Wittman’s website I 
found the following: “I believe 
that we must reform and sim-
plify the complex and burden-
some tax code. I support leg-
islation that would repeal the 
income tax and other taxes, 
abolish the Internal Revenue 
Service, and enact a national 
sales tax to be administered 
primarily by the States.”

If Wittman knew his history 
and Constitution, he would 
know this nation has taxed its 
citizens on the basis of incomes 
since the Civil War because it’s 
the fairest method of measur-
ing wealth. The 16th Amend-
ment authorizes Congress to 
tax incomes. Wittman’s pre-
posterous notion of abolish-
ing the IRS and substituting a 
national sales tax reveals not 
just a stunning ignorance of 
the principles of taxation, but 
a callous indifference to how 
poor people live.

Millions of poor families 
spend virtually all of their 
income on basic needs, such as 
food and clothing, that would 
be subject to Wittman’s tax—
here in Virginia, on top of the 
current sales tax. Thus, their 
meager incomes would almost 
all be taxed. In contrast, a mil-
lionaire might spend just 5 per-
cent of income on basic needs 
and live very well, so only a 
small portion of his income 
is taxed. In truth, Wittman’s 
ideas for shifting the major tax 
burden to the poor while ben-
efiting the wealthy confirms 
a basic Republican policy—
pandering to the wealthy at the 
expense of the rest of us.

Remember, the Republicans 
were in power for eight years 
before our economy collapsed 
in late 2008. They spent bil-
lions on TARP (Troubled Asset 
Relief Program), a Bush bail-
out for “too big to fail” firms 

Vote for Ball

like AIG and Lehnman Broth-
ers. Now, the GOP and the Tea 
Party have forgotten all that 
and want to return the GOP to 
power based on the complaint 
that in just two years Obama 
hasn’t fully rebuilt our econ-
omy from the deep recession 
it took the GOP eight years to 
create.

Wittman’s party created this 
recession. He doesn’t deserve 

re-election. But there’s another 
choice. A talented woman from 
Fredericksburg, Krystal Ball, is 
opposing him.

As a wife, mother, entrepre-
neur and businesswoman, she 
has the practical experience we 
need today to understand and 
deal with our economic prob-
lems. Give her your vote.

Frank Mann,
Lancaster

Three individuals seeking or 
considering seeking the Repub-
lican nomination for House of 
Delegates in the 2011 General 
Assembly race spoke to the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee September 21.

The potential nominees are 
Lewis Walker of Lancaster 
County, a small-business 
owner; Margaret Ransone of 
Westmoreland County, a sea-

food company manager; and 
Phillip W. “Ace” Oestreich of 
Lancaster County, a retired law 
enforcement officer. 

Walker and Ransone have 
announced they are seeking 
the nomination. Oestreich is 
considering it. The Republican 
Party’s nomination will be held 
next year following the com-
pletion of re-districting by the 
General Assembly. 

Nomination hopefuls
address Republicans

From left are Lewis Walker, Margaret Ransone and Phillip W. 
“Ace” Oestreich. Photo by Frank Smith
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Letters to the Editor com-
menting on positions of can-
didates in the November 2 
election will be published in 
the Rappahannock Record 
as space allows through the 
October 21 issue.

No election letters will be 
published October 28.

All letters regarding candi-
dates or ballot questions are 
due by 11 a.m. Tuesday, Octo-
ber 19.

Letters should contain the 
name of the writer, place of 
residence and phone number. 
Phone numbers will not be 
published, but are required 
in case the writer needs to be 
contacted.

Letters should be concise 
and to the point. There is a 
300-word maximum limit on 
all letters. All letters are sub-
ject to editing.

Letters from the same writer 
are not published in consecu-
tive issues.

In the event multiple let-
ters contain the same or simi-
lar message, they may not all 
run. Letters obviously part of 
a letter-writing campaign will 
not be published.

No attacks on a candidate’s 
personal life will be pub-
lished. Statements that are 
obviously false, rumors and 
hearsay will not be published. 
Writers are reminded it is a 
misdemeanor in Virginia to 
knowingly submit false infor-
mation for publication in a 
newspaper.

Tuesday, October 19, is the 
deadline for election letters

Candidates and their sup-
porters are welcome to adver-
tise in the Rappahannock 
Record by contacting Sara 
Amiss at sara.amiss@rrecord.
com, or 435-1701, extension 

To announce your
“newest addition”

call
435-1701
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“Is it so wrong to 
love a bank?”

The new Union First Market Bank is 
one of the most convenient banks in 
town. With more than 90 branches 
and 200+ ATMs, most anywhere you go 
throughout Virginia, you’re going to 
find a Union branch close at hand.

Plus, our convenience is only the begin-
ning of a new customer experience.

Now you have your choice of even 
more products and services for yourself 
and your family. Even better, we’re 

introducing our popular Loyalty 
Banking® Rewards program, where 
the more you bank with us the more 
reward points you earn towards 
name-brand merchandise, exciting 
travel and more. 

As Virginia’s premier community 
bank, we’re dedicated to make 
banking the highlight of your day. 
Please stop by or give us a call and 
let’s see what we can do for you.

“Welcome
to the new Union! 

We believe you’re going to
love what we’re doing.”

Member 

FDIC

Nancy Baughan
Vice President

Tappahannock Office
804-443-0081

Greg Gruner
Vice President
Warsaw Office
804-313-2099

Rusty Brown
Regional President

Warsaw Office
804-333-6486

N. Byrd Newton
Senior Banking Officer

Warsaw Office
804- 313-2059

1-800-990-4828  n  bankatunion.com
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E DWA R D S V I L L E — A 
group of concerned friends res-
cued an injured bald eagle after 
it fell into the Potomac River 
on Wednesday, October 6. The 
eagle, which had a broken wing, 
had been precariously perched 
on the railing of a waterfront 
deck at a home in Edwardsville. 
The residents were not at home.

Kristy Swift, a mower for 
Jett’s Enterprises, first spotted 
the injured bird on the beach. 
She watched as the bird made 
its way up the grassy embank-
ment and then climbed up to the 
deck. Teetering on the edge of 
the railing, it made a few awk-
ward attempts to fly. Fearing 
it would fall into the river and 
drown, Swift called the Wild 
Bunch Wild Life Rehabilitation 
Refuge near Warsaw for advice 
and assistance. 

The refuge is a nonprofit, vol-
unteer organization run by Diana 
O’Connor, the only state and 
federally licensed wildlife reha-
bilitator in the Northern Neck. 
After leaving two urgent mes-
sages at the refuge and attempt-
ing unsuccessfully to reach the 
county game warden, Swift 
drove her mower to the home of 
Barbara Brady nearby. 

Brady phoned her neighbor 
Jerry Gleason, and friends Tom 
and Allison Kimmitt, propri-
etors of the Pet B&B in Burgess. 
The four of them met at the site 
where the eagle was spotted. 
They recognized the large bird 
as one who had lived in the area 
for many years, often perching 
in the tallest pine trees along the 
shoreline. “It was a real presence 
in our neighborhood,” Brady 
said. “We loved to watch it soar 
and then dive into the water.” 

They observed that the bird’s 
left wing was broken at the joint, 
the lower half hanging limp at its 
side. While they tried to decide 
what to do, the eagle suddenly 
spread its wings and fell head-

first into the river. As Gleason 
later said, “We knew we had to 
do whatever we could to save it.” 
He had a large crab net that he 
handed to Kimmitt, who jumped 
into the shallow water. 

The eagle was making a huge 
effort to swim and was able to 
reach a nearby wooden jetty, 
climbing on top. As Gleason dis-
tracted the bird, Kimmitt slowly 
waded up behind it. The bird 
was clearly exhausted and made 
no protest as Kimmitt gently laid 
the net over its snow white head 
and carried it to shore. 

Wrapped in a towel to keep 
it warm, the bird was driven in 
the Kimmitts’ van to the Nor-
thumberland sheriff’s office in 
Heathsville. They dispatched 
Cpl. Kevin Keeve, the county’s 
animal control officer, to the 
scene. As Kimmitt held the 
eagle, Keeve wrapped its wings 
to keep them from further injury. 
It was then carefully moved to 
the animal control truck. Sheriff 
Charles Wilkins and the eagle’s 
rescuers gathered to bid the 
injured eagle farewell before 
Keeve drove it to the refuge in 
Warsaw. 

“It was a beautiful eagle; I 
wish my children could have 
seen it,” said Allison Kim-
mitt. Her husband added, “I’ll 
remember this day for the rest of 
my life.” 

The following day, the wild-
life refuge was contacted about 
the eagle’s condition. O’Connor 
reported the bird is a female 
and its injuries are extensive. In 
addition to a broken wing, it has 
a broken beak and is emaciated 
from not having eaten for a long 
time. In view of its advanced 
age, it is not certain whether the 
eagle can make a full recovery. 

Once the eagle is stabilized 
and able to travel, it will be trans-
ported to the Wildlife Center 
of Virginia in Waynesboro. 
O’Connor plans to accompany 

NAPS honors firemen
The Northumberland Association for Progressive Stewardship 
(NAPS) presented distinguished service awards to the Callao 
and Fairfields volunteer fire departments on Saturday, October 
9, at the Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern transportation building 
in Heathsville. From left, Omega Protein Inc. plant manager 
Monty Deihl presents the awards to Chief Phillip Keyser of 
Fairfields and Chief David Woolard of Callao. Photo by Starke 
Jett

Northumberland County animal control officer Kevin Keeve (left) and rescuer Tom Kimmitt 
prepare the injured eagle for a trip to the Wild Bunch Wildlife Rehabilitation Refuge in 
Warsaw.  

Injured bald eagle is rescued
the eagle on its journey. 

For more information, The 
Wild Bunch Wildlife Rehabili-
tation Refuge has a website at 
wildbunchrehab.org. The Wild-
life Center of Virginia’s website 
is wildlifecenter.org.

The Corrottoman Senior Club 
will meet at 10 a.m. Tuesday, 
October 19, at the Ruritan Club 
in Lively.

It’s “Bring a Friend” month. 
Dress for fall or Halloween. 

Entertainment will be Mike 
Lambert of Belle Isle State Park 
as “Wet Willie.”

Food bank suggestions are 
soup or crackers. Bingo will be 
played. Hostesses will be Mary 

Bryant, Margaret Martin, Ruth 
Steppe and Naomi Urban.

Tickets are on sale for the Riv-
erside Dinner Theater play “It’s 
A Wonderful Life” on December 
15. Call Hazel Ford at 462-7895.

Senior club plans events

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com


