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From the outside, the Kilmarnock Entertainment Center at 16 
Town Centre Drive reflects the look and flavor of the town. But 

step inside the doors and you’ll find it isn’t your father’s bowling 
alley. It is so much more.

After five years of planning, financing, touring, building, furnish-
ing, hiring, sampling and training, developer Shawn Donahue’s 
dream of a family-friendly facility in Kilmarnock is just days away 
from reality with a public opening set for February 7.

A grand opening party will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday, Feb-
ruary 1. Tickets are $20 each. For tickets, visit the Kilmarnock Inn 
or Kilmarnock Toy Store. A ceremonial lane ribbon-cutting will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. All lanes have been reserved in advance.

Tickets will cover Fusion Coastal Grill Cuisine samples, two 
drinks and a commemorative glass.

The $6 million entertainment center features 16 full-service bowl-
ing lanes with the newest technology incorporating sight and sound 
effects. Donahue’s goal is to offer league, club and recreational 
bowling on certified lanes. 

There always will be open lanes available for recreational bowlers, 
he said.

Fun, comfort and personal service are high priorities, he 
explained. Lanes are outfitted with custom-made couches and per-
sonnel will assist bowlers with everything from fitting for the right 
shoe and bowling ball to snacks and drinks, he said.

“You won’t have to go searching for bowling balls, we will bring 
them to you,” said Donahue.

Large windows give parents and security personnel views into an 

WESTLAND—The managers of the 
resort and marina at Windmill Point are 
preparing for a busy summer season 
with two new swimming pools, a tiki bar, 
more docks, a freshly dredged entrance 
channel, extended jetties and other added 
amenities. 

More than $1 million has been spent in 
the last six months upgrading the facili-
ties, according to Lane Company north-
east region president Jeff Price. Lane 
became the general partner in 2006 and 
is responsible for the property’s develop-
ment into a resort.

Fleete’s Harbor, which includes Wind-
mill Point Marina, the Westland Club 
and The Landing townhouses, has the 
infrastructure in place now necessary to 
reclaim its status as a vibrant and unfor-
gettable place to play, visit and live, said 
Price.

“We want to make this a place where 
people are going to want to come back 
again and again,” said Price. “We plan 
on adding something new and different 
every year. Our goal is to get the com-
munity involved. We want to rekindle 
that support.”

One measure being taken to achieve 

Lane Company president Jeff Price and resort manager Dave Grohsman survey the docks, beach, club house, tiki 
bar and new swimming pool at Fleete’s Harbor.

Resort readies for the season
that goal is opening the swimming pools 
to local membership. Price said he and 
property manger Dave Grohsman will 
accept memberships starting in February. 
Specific rates have not been determined, 
but will be available soon, Price said.

The larger pool and its deck sits next to 
a beachfront tiki bar and 12,000-square-
foot patio that features a bandstand for 
entertainment. The Windmill Tiki Bar 
and Grill was open briefly last fall and 
will reopen in April on weekends and 
full-time after Memorial Day.

All the amenities are adjacent to the 
30,000-square-foot partially finished 
clubhouse and a wide expanse of white 
sand. The nearby waters are known for 
some of the best fishing in the bay and 
river.     

“Our greatest asset is this incredible 
view and our intimate location on the 
bay,” said Price. “We are very optimistic 
about the coming season. This is the first 
time we will be open with a fully func-
tional and amenitized basin.” 

The marina has been improved with 
46 additional dock spaces for a total of 
96, a deeper and wider entrance channel, 
new navigational aids, 250 feet of new 
bulkheads and an extended 120-foot rock 
jetty to alleviate a shoaling problem with 

the channel. All the dock spaces have full 
electrical and water service. 

Price said a federal Boating Infra-
structure Grant (BIG) is being sought 
through the Department of the Interior. 
The matching grant will defray half the 
$500,000 cost of new fuel tanks for the 
marina, according to Price. 

The award is expected within two 
weeks, Price said. He plans to have the 
new above-ground tanks in place within 
a couple of months and be ready for the 
upcoming season.

When Lane first came aboard as a 
partner, the company had plans to build 
several condominium units around the 
marina complex. A moribund real estate 
market has forced that plan to be scaled 
back so far, he said.

“We are going to have to wait for the 
market to tell us what to do about that,” 
said Price. “We are confident that the 
market will come back. We have been 
focused on the marina the last couple of 
years.”

The company owns 17 lots in the town-
house complex across the street called 
The Landing. Seven of those have been 
built, with two sold. There are ten lots left 
to be built out before the condominiums 
will be considered again, Price said.

by Starke Jett

LANCASTER—A public fish-
ing pier on a creek residents claim 
doesn’t have any fish was debated 
among Lancaster’s planning commis-
sion members last week.

However, after adding fencing to 
the site plan, the commission rec-
ommended the board of supervisors 
approve it.

“The anec-
dotal knowledge 
of the inability to 
fish there is trou-
bling,” said com-
mission member 
Robert Smart. 
“It throws fish-
ing into doubt.”

“I agree,” said 
commission member David Chupp. 
“There should be a scientific study 
done. Some of the editorials I’ve seen 
in the newspaper say there are no 
fish...”

“You may be right, but it’s outside 
your purview,” said county adminis-
trator Bill Pennell. 

Supervisor Butch Jenkins dis-
agreed. “You do have a right as a plan-
ning commission member to advise 
the board on whether it substantially 
meets the comprehensive plan,” said 
Jenkins.

At issue is a proposed plan by Pen-
nell and supervisors Pete Geilich and 
Ernest Palin for a 20-year lease agree-
ment with executors of the Roland 
George estate to develop a public boat 
launch and fishing pier at 202 Antirap 
Drive on Antipoison Creek (see loca-
tion map at RRecord.com). The plan 
will cost taxpayers $1.38 million over 
the 20 years with no guarantees at the 
end of the lease.

After the meeting, Jenkins 
expressed his objection to locating 
public access on Antipoison Creek.

“This county already owns prop-
erty at the end of Windmill Point 
Road where a fishing pier of the 

same size would be in the middle of a 
waterman’s fish traps” on the Rappah-
annock River. Jenkins said the fisher-
man has indicated a desire to sell his 
fishing rights for a nominal fee. The 
location is near Bright Waters subdi-
vision where Geilich lives.

Jenkins also noted the county 
already has a signed lease agreement 
on Antipoison Creek at Ashley Cove 

which is suffi-
cient for a public 
boat launch, but 
would be unde-
sirable for a pier 
because of the 
poor fishing on 
the creek. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to White Stone 
Mayor Lloyd 

B. Hubbard, whose family owns the 
property on Ashley Cove, the county 
holds a 20-year lease for the property 
at a cost of $10 a year. 

In a call to Geilich for a response, 
he said there was significant opposi-
tion 10 years ago to a pier at Wind-
mill Point because of its location in 
front of some 30 to 35 condominiums 
on the beach west of Windmill Point 
Road.  Concerns included the location 
of portable toilets in view of hous-
ing, the 200- to 250-yard walk from 
the parking area and the long drive to 
the furthest point east in the county 
for law enforcement should problems 
occur.

During the planners’ meeting, com-
mission chair David A. Jones theo-
rized that those supporting the George 
property would agree that it “clearly” 
meets the elements of the comprehen-
sive plan, while those opposed would 
argue it does not. “I agree with Bill 
Pennell—it’s not for us to decide,” 
Jones said. 

Speaking for the estate, David 
George said the pier would be handi-
cap accessible for people to sit and 

Fish or not, public pier
and boat launch site plan
goes to board for approval

LANCASTER—A Lancaster grand 
jury returned 10 indictments Friday 
against Donald Doc Vaughan includ-
ing burglary, rape, robbery, sodomy 
and aggravated sexual battery in 
connection with the assaults of two 
women in Kilmarnock, according to 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jeffers 
Schmidt. 

Lab testing of forensic and DNA 
evidence was completed but had not 
been entered into public record.

“It’s not eminent that it will be,” 
Schmidt said. “It will depend on what 
we can work out with authorities in 
other states.” 

Vaughan confessed to the local 
crimes after his arrest in Balti-
more December 22 for the rape and 
attempted murder of a Maryland 
woman two days earlier.

Grand jury
returns 10
indictments
in rape case

KILMARNOCK—A rezoning request to 
allow affordable apartments for teachers and 
other service occupations barely won approval 
from town council members Monday night. The 
change from agricultural to medium density 
residential passed by a 3-2 margin. 

Council members Paul Jones and John Smith 
voted against rezoning the 5.8-acre parcel 
north of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church for 
the 16-unit complex. They cited fears that the 
development could easily become another low-
income facility should it be sold by Partners for 
Lancaster Schools Foundation, the nonprofit 
organization behind the project.

Council members Barbara Robertson, 
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn and Howard Straughan 
supported the rezoning despite failing to receive 

assurances the foundation would not eventually 
sell the property to a developer who would turn 
it into “Section 8 housing.”

Town attorney Chris Stamm told council that 
nonprofit organizations must follow federal 
guidelines that would never allow covenants or 
other stipulations to restrict usage by segments 
of the population.

“The agreement (the foundation) signed with 
the government is not easy to get out of...there’s 
a lot of government stopgaps,” Stamm said in 
assuring council it would be difficult for the 
organization to walk away or sell.

Mayor Curtis Smith objected to county offi-
cials pushing for affordable housing and direct-
ing it to Kilmarnock. 

“The county wants affordable housing, but 
we don’t see it going in Irvington or White 
Stone,” Smith said.  

“Section 8 housing is usually a problem 
because of absentee landlords,” said the orga-
nization’s founder, Bill Warren. “Foundation 
board members live here.”

“Who lives in Kilmarnock?” Smith asked.
“Emerson Gravatt and Tara Booth,” Warren 

replied. “We considered putting it in White 
Stone, but the board wanted it in Kilmarnock 
not only for water and sewer but because of 
the proximity to shops, parks” and other con-
veniences that would attract young profession-
als to jobs at the schools and hospital. Warren 
said renters would have to qualify in a certain 
wage bracket geared to young professionals 
just starting out. Also, a lease agreement would 
spell out the number of people allowed in a unit, 
he added.

“Yes, the teachers need a nice place to live,” 
said Gerald Sellers. “Harvey Lane was a very 

nice, respected place to live 15 to 20 years ago, 
but look at it now. I just don’t want this to turn 
into another situation like we have now.”

“We lose teachers every year because they 
can’t afford to live here,” said Bob Wille.

St. Andrews pastor Tom Coye noted his congre-
gation considered planting a hedge between the 
church and the apartments, but decided to put in a 
sidewalk instead to welcome their new neighbors.

“It’s perfect for young people when they can 
walk to everything in town,” said Frank Burke, 
representing the property’s seller, Suzanne Bel-
lows. “If Gerald sold his house, he may sell to 
people the neighbors don’t like.”

“This is the only chance to have, maybe not a 
gold-plated, but a brass-plated apartment com-
plex,” said town manager Tom Saunders.

Council member Randy Mowbray did not 
attend the meeting.

Rezoning for affordable apartments passes, 3-2
by Audrey Thomasson

“I’m in favor of public access. My 
concern is the county pays for a 
fishing pier and over time people 
find out there are no fish there. 
We should be honest about it.”

— David Chupp
Planning Commission member

by Audrey Thomasson

Shawn Donahue is counting the days to a grand opening party at the 
Kilmarnock Entertainment Center.

Entertainment center to open with a party
by Audrey Thomasson

PIER, continued on page A2

ENTERTAINMENT, continued on page A2

by Audrey Thomasson



HEATHSVILLE—In a 5-3 
decision with one absten-
tion, Northumberland plan-
ning commission members 
last week rejected a request to 
rezone a 1.4-acre agricultural 
lot to business.

Lawrence Moore had 
requested that his property at 
16694 Northumberland High-
way near Burgess be rezoned 
business, consistent with its 
current use.

Moore has a warehouse on 
the lot where he stores mer-
chandise from his former store 
in Kilmarnock. The store was 
closed last fall due to economic 
conditions and Moore is trying 
to sell the lot.

“The economic downturn 
and Wal-Mart were just too 
much for us to overcome,” 
said Moore. “I am concerned 
about the future of small busi-
ness in our region. State and 
federal requirements and costs 
are making it more and more 
difficult to open and operate. 
There’s a view in the county 
that if we don’t restrict prop-
erty owner’s rights, there will 
be a flood of commercial 
development. But I disagree 
with that.”

Commissioners expressed 
sympathy for Moore’s request, 
but also expressed fear of set-
ting a precedent that could 
open up the county to other 
rezoning requests in agricul-
tural or residential areas.

“I feel like I want to help Mr. 
Moore, but don’t want to leave 
this commission open to every 
Tom, Dick and Harry that 
comes along,” said chairman 
Albert Fisher.

During a related hearing, 
Moore argued that his property 
was next to two other busi-
nesses with another business 
across the highway. He also 
said three of four immediate 
neighbors did not object to the 
rezoning.

“I am asking the commission 
to consider the reality of the 
location,” said Moore. “The 
lot is ideal for business with 
a building, septic and water 
already in place. The land here 
that is allocated to business is 
less than one percent of the 
county. That is not a recipe for 

growth, business growth or any 
kind of growth.”

However, it was noted that 
the lot is outside the desig-
nated commercial zone of Bur-
gess, which is about one mile 
west on Route 360. Following 
the comprehensive plan would 
restrict businesses to this area.

The surrounding properties 
are all agricultural or residen-
tial also, despite the presence 
of several small businesses. 
This fact brought up the issue 
of spot zoning for Moore’s 
request.

“I see this as a perfect exam-
ple of spot zoning,” said Lee 
Allain, a member of the eco-
nomic development commis-
sion speaking as a resident. 
“So I oppose the request.”

“I don’t think the request is 
unreasonable,” said Ed King. 
“It’s not like he is putting it out 
in the middle of a cornfield.”

“The county needs jobs and 
revenue,” said William Kling. 
“I am inclined to support the 
rezoning.”

“Will his neighbors want to 
rezone?” asked Charles Wil-
liams.

“I think rezoning would be 
inappropriate until after we 
finish reviewing the zoning 
districts,” said George Kranda.

“I think we should leave it 
A-1,” said Garfield Parker. “We 
should fix the comprehensive 
plan, if it is broken, first.”

Parker’s motion to recom-
mend supervisors reject the 
proposed rezoning passed 
with Fisher, King and Kling 
voting nay and Thomas Basker 
abstaining. Chris Cralle, 
George Kranda, Garfield 
Parker, Jim Stone and Charles 
Williams voted yes. Kevin Ell-
more was absent. Haynie does 
not vote on the commission.

“I am disappointed,” said 
Moore. “I do have hope that 
the board of supervisors will 
take a different view.”

The commission also elected 
officers for 2010, returning 
Fisher as chairman and Stone 
as vice chairman by 8-0-1 
votes, with each man abstain-
ing from his own count. The 
group will continue to meet 
on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the district 
courtroom in the new court-
house at Heathsville. 
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fish and that kids could come 
down and throw in a fishing 
pole.

“The county puts money into 
Dream Fields. It doesn’t mean 
‘A-Rod’ (New York Yankee 
Alex Rodriquez) is going to 
come down there to play,” he 
said, defending the pier also as 
a gathering place.

“Maybe I’ve made too much 
of the need to have fish,” Smart 
conceded. “It’s in an area that’s 
populated, it has good access 
to the bay. We’re moving in 
the right direction...if that’s all 
we’re supposed to do.”  

“I’m in favor of public 
access,” Chupp said. “My 
concern is the county pays for 
a fishing pier and over time 
people find out there are no 
fish there. We should be honest 
about it.”

Jones told members they 
are required to adhere to the 
Comprehensive Plan which 

calls for public access to the 
water. “The Comprehensive 
Plan does not call for a fish-
ing pier where there are fish,” 
he said.

Citizen concerns that two 
vehicles pulling boat trailers 
could not pass on the narrow 
access road without infringing 
on neighboring property was 
put to rest when Pennell said 
the state transportation depart-
ment would have to approve 
access.

While industrial zoning 
requires a buffer of trees or 
bushes, Jones also placed a 
request for fencing to pro-
tect adjoining neighborhoods 
before the site plan received a 
favorable recommendation on 
a 7-0 vote. 

After the meeting, Pennell 
said the issue will not come 
before the board of supervi-
sors’ meeting tonight, January 
28.

arcade. The games there come 
with the chance to win prizes 
from a redemption store. There 
is also a ping pong table and a 
karaoke stage for the talented 
or brave.

Aspiring radio disc jockeys 
can sign up to spend an hour 
mixing music to entertain bowl-
ers. 

Within the 36,000-square-
foot building is a 3,000-square-
foot party loft, smaller party 
rooms, and “Sidelines,” an 
area that includes an 86-inch 
high-definition television, 
kitchenette and the capabil-
ity to section off four bowling 
lanes for private functions. The 
loft will accommodate dances 
and special events. 

Some 40 television screens 
throughout the facility will 
ensure that visitors won’t miss 
the big game or special pro-
graming events. The bowling 
alley can even be converted to a 
movie theater for “dinner and a 
movie” nights. 

A pro-shop will offer bowling 
equipment and accessories as 
well as other sporting goods.

There is a 50-seat fine dining 
restaurant and a food counter 
fronting an open kitchen with 
a brick oven for pizzas. The 
Fusion Coastal Grill Cuisine 
will offer an eclectic variety of 
dishes. Pub-type fare will be 
available laneside.

According to Donahue, a 
micro-brewery will eventually 
occupy 2,500 square feet near 
the entrance. In association with 
another brewpub, Kilmarnock 
Ale will be available on tap 
when the facility opens. 

 Although beer and alcohol 
will be sold on the premises, 
Donahue said, “This is family 
entertainment.” There will be 
no bar. Also taboo are arcade 
games that show killing or 
maiming, he added. 

A security station monitors 36 
indoor and 16 outdoor cameras 
for family safety and to prevent 
loitering in the parking lot.

Families will have the option 
to purchase credit activity cards 
in any amount, according to 
Donahue. Card holders will 
receive advance notices on spe-
cial events as well as discounts 
on activities in the center. Kids 
can play games or buy food 
without carrying cash and any 
money left on the card may be 
redeemed for cash or the card 
may be used on future visits. 
Because purchases are tracked 
by computer, any unused 
amount is refundable if the card 
is lost.

The center will provide jobs 
for teens as well as adults and 
is expected to generate $50,000 
per year in meals taxes, he 
noted. 

Hours of operation are ten-
tatively set for 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. weekdays. The facility will 
close at midnight on Fridays 
and Saturdays.

NOTICE
Roger G. Hopper has returned to his Law Of-

fice in Saluda after an extended absence from 

back surgery, keeping office hours on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays. (804) 758-2358

LANCASTER—The 2009 audit report for Lancaster County will 
be presented at the board of supervisors’ meeting tonight, January 
28, beginning at 7 p.m. in the General District courtroom in Lan-
caster.

A representative of Robinson Farmer Cox Associates, the account-
ing firm that performed the audit, is expected to review the report.

A public hearing will be held to consider an ordinance amendment 
to enable a central absentee voting district to receive, count and record 
absentee ballots in Lancaster, including the towns of Kilmarnock, 
Irvington and White Stone.

CLARAVILLE—Bluff Point Holdings LLC will submit a request 
for special exception for a Planned Unit Development at Bluff Point 
Neck. A special meeting in the auditorium of the Northumberland 
County Middle/High School will be held at 7 p.m. February 8.

The meeting was requested by Bluff Point Holdings to present the 
plan to the public and the board of supervisors and allow public dis-
cussion prior to an official hearing.

Bluff Point Holdings also will conduct smaller group meetings with 
interested parties to discuss the plan in further detail, according to 
manager Tom Dingledine. 

Commission rejects
proposed rezoning

by Starke Jett

Entertainment
center to open
continued from page A1

RICHMOND—The Virginia 
Department of Health announced 
Tuesday that the James River and 
a portion of the Rappahannock 
River have been closed to shell-
fish harvesting due to flooding. 
The emergency closure became 
effective Wednesday, January 27, 
and extends until March 26.

The Rappahannock River was 
closed down to a line extending 
from Monaskon on the north 
shore to Stove Point near Water-
view on the south shore. The 
James River was closed down to 
the vicinity of the Monitor Mer-
rimac Memorial Bridge-Tunnel, 
Interstate 664. 

Maps of the affected areas 
are posted at vdh.virginia.gov/
EnvironmentalHealth/Shellfish/. 
The affected shellfish are bivalve 
mollusks including oysters and 
clams, but not crabs or fin fish.

“Monitoring shellfish har-
vesting beds is an important 
means to protect the health of 

Virginians,” said State Health 
Commissioner Karen Remley, 
M.D., MBA. “We watch shell-
fish beds for contaminants after 
major storms to ensure any sea-
food harvested there does not 
contain harmful substances that 
will make consumers of these 
shellfish ill. The closed areas 
will be reopened as soon as test 
results indicate that they are 
safe to reopen”

Heavy rainfall in the western 
portions of Virginia with the 
ensuing runoff may have washed 
animal waste and human sewage 
into the rivers. Due to potential 
microbiological and chemical 
pollution hazards, shellfish taken 
from areas affected by the emer-
gency closure are currently unac-
ceptable for consumption.

Ingesting shellfish taken from 
the closed areas at this time could 
cause gastrointestinal illnesses 
including norovirus, hepatitis A 
and shigellosis.

Museum renovations explained
At the January 23 Lancaster Community Library Sundays 
at Two program, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts director Alex 
Nyerges gave the enthusiastic audience a virtual tour of the 
museum’s expanded and renovated building and grounds. He 
also highlighted the collections, many of which are among the 
best in the nation. From left are former Gov. Linwood Holton, 
Nygerges and Jinx Holton. The new, expanded and renovated 
facilities are expected to open May 1. 

Upper river closed 
to shellfish harvesting

The Agenda
Local Government News

Pier plan advances
continued from page A1

Say it like you mean it

Send your Valentine a Love 
Line. In the February 11 

Rappahannock Record clas-
sified section, there will be a 
Love Line column. Twenty-
five words or less will cost 
only $10. Love Lines must be 
prepaid. The deadline will be 
noon, Tuesday, February 9.

Please use nicknames, or first 
names only. Call 435-1701, ext. 
12 or 14, for assistance from 
Cupid’s little helpers.
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August 7-19, 2010
Mediterranean Tapestry

NEW LOW PRICES

Cruise the Mediterranean 
on Holland America’s newest ship 

the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Visit Spain, Monaco, Italy,

Greece & Croatia.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

WICKED
Hit Musical--

The untold story of
the Witches of OZ

Sunday Matinee March 28, 2010
Richmond’s Landmark Theater
Motorcoach from Kilmarnock

ONLY A FEW TICKETS LEFT

 

Bring this ad to the 
OPEN HOUSE  
on Feb.6 and  
receive a 5%   

tuition discount.  
 

*offer only available for new students 

BALLET• JAZZ• HIP-HOP• CREATIVE MOVEMENT• IMPROVISATION• LYRICAL• LINE DANCE• BALLROOM• LATIN CARDIO 

NOW OFFERING KARATE AND SELF DEFENSE 

Saturday February 6, 1-4 pm  
Located at 26 West Church Street in Kilmarnock 

(804) 435-7477 

Dance instruction for ages 3 through Adult 

The Computer Wizard

Computer Repair
Networking

Software Support
Virus Removal
Data Recovery

On-Site Service Available

804.435.1310
www.thecomputerwizard.us

10%
DISCOUNT

cut out this ad for

off in-shop labor
offer valid thur 02.12.10

235 N Main St

Located next to the Kilmarnock Post O�cemonimoe@verizon.net

(804) 761-0470 • (804) 333-1332

Professional Painting Services
• Interior Walls • Complete Exterior
• Interior Trim • Power Washing
• New Construction • Mildew Removal
• Remodel Jobs  • Metal Roof Painting
• Outdoor Furniture & Shutter Refurbishing
• Complete Deck Refinishing

Extensive References Available

W MOE Enterprises
Professional Painting Services
Wayne Moore           Commitment to Excellence

The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce on January 20 
received a report of a break 
and enter to a home at 140 
Lumberlost Trail near Weems.

A 22-long bolt action rifl e 
and a pellet/BB pistol were 
taken from the residence. 
Entry was made by breaking 
into the front door.

 Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers is paying a reward up 
to $1,000 for information on 
the break-in and/or the stolen 
guns.

Report related information 
to the Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463. Your 
call will not be recorded and 
you will not have to appear in 
court.

Crime Solver # 1228 is asked 
to call and speak to Investigator 
Ronald Hudson. 

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett last week 
brought charges against four 
individuals.
Felonies

Charles E. Windsor II, 37, of 
the 18500 block of Mary Ball 
Road was charged January 22 
with violation of probation 
ordered by the Northumber-
land Circuit Court.  
Misdemeanors

A Hartfi eld man, 24, was 
charged January 20 with two 
counts of profane/threatening 
telephone calls.

A Greentown Road man, 24, 
was charged January 20 with 
contempt of court.  

A Wicomico Church man, 
29, was charged January 23 
with disorderly conduct, bran-
dishing a fi rearm and reckless 
handling of a fi rearm, all on 
December 25, and disorderly 
conduct and trespass on Janu-
ary 16.   
Activity report

Jan. 19: Staff responded to a 
complaint of unsolicited food 
packages being left at a New-
town Road residence, to an 
E911 disconnect call on Dillin 
Drive (no emergency services 
needed) and to a trespass com-
plaint on Berkley Forest Road. 
Staff received a walk-in com-
plaint involving slanderous com-
ments being posted to a Face-
book page, a walk-in complaint 
of assault threats via telephone 
calls, a vandalism report from 
Taylors Creek Road ($45 prop-
erty damages) and checked on 
the well-being of three children 
reportedly in the company of a 
known sex offender. 

Jan. 20:  Staff responded to an 
E911 disconnect call on Dillin 
Drive (no emergency services 
needed, telephone line problems 
due to water) and to a domestic 
trespass complaint (mother/adult 
daughter) on Gemini Road. Staff 
received a report of a wallet being 
lost in the White Stone area, a 
report of the attempted sale of 
imitation controlled substances 
at Lancaster Middle School, 
a walk-in complaint about the 
recovery of a vehicle co-owned 
by a second party who has fi led 
bankruptcy, and a residential 
burglary and larceny report 

WARSAW—An elderly man 
living in Warsaw was the victim 
of a home invasion January 15 
by three men who “entered the 
residence by force ... displayed 
a handgun and stole an undis-
closed amount of money and a 
laptop computer,” according to 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce.

Lawrence Altaffer, 85, and 
an unidentifi ed female nurs-
ing aide were at home during 
the attack, according to Sher-
iff Douglas Bryant. Neither 
person was injured during the 
invasion, but were traumatized 
by the attack and Altaffer died 
later that day, Bryant said. 

The sheriff ’s department and 
Warsaw police are investigat-
ing the incident and ask that 
any information be directed to 
Richmond County Crime Stop-
pers at 333-8477. 

BURGESS—Lovicie Ann 
Blackwell of Burgess was 
killed in a traffi c accident on 
the Nice Memorial Bridge Jan-
uary 14, according to the Mary-
land Transportation Authority 
Police information offi cer Sgt. 
Jonathan Green.

Blackwell was a passenger 
in a 2001 Mercury Grand Mar-
quis driven by Warren Carlton 
Blackwell and traveling north-
bound on the Route 301 bridge 
when she was killed, said 
Green. He would not elaborate 
on the details of the incident 
because it is still under inves-
tigation by the authority’s colli-
sion reconstruction unit.

That investigation is a 
“lengthy process” and could 
take up to six months, said 
Green. No charges have been 
fi led pending the outcome of 
the investigation.

“We try to get a conclusion 
as soon as possible, but it is 
more important that we get it 
right,” said Green.

KILMARNOCK—Henry A. Nickel stood 
before town council on Monday and apolo-
gized for painting on the water tower behind 
the Holiday Inn Express. 

“I apologize to the town for judging for 
myself where I could paint or not paint. I 
apologize to the police for taking up their time 
during a critical time in the rape case. And 
I apologize to my parents for embarrassing 
them,” he said. 

Nickel offered to perform community 

service for the town. “I’ve spent 20 hours at 
Dream Fields volunteering. I ask for forgive-
ness for doing something so stupid and child-
ish.”

“You’re too old for this,” Mayor Curtis Smith 
told the 25-year-old. He accepted Nickel’s 
apology and told him to work out a plan for 
restitution with the town manager.

Nickel was indicted last week for the vandal-
ism and could face up to fi ve years in prison, 
if convicted. However, town manager Tom 
Saunders said he felt certain something could 
be worked out to avoid jail time.

Water tower artist apologizes
by Audrey Thomasson

Burgess
woman
killed in
traffi  c
accident 

by Starke Jett

Elderly man
dies following
home invasion

by Starke Jett

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

on Lumberlost Road (Revela-
tion .22 cal. rifl e and Crossman 
CO2 gun, $190 property loss). 
Staff notifi ed Mathews County 
authorities of an EMS call origi-
nating in that locality. 

Jan. 21:  Staff received a walk-
in complaint from an employer 
about an employee who has not 
been seen for several days and 
may be a missing person. Staff 
responded to a domestic distur-
bance on Scott Road and to an 
E911 disconnect call on Town-
ley Farm Road (no emergency 
services needed). Jan. 22:  Staff 
responded to a hit-and-run acci-
dent complaint from a commer-
cial truck driver (incident had 
occurred an hour earlier on the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge), to 
an E911 disconnect call on Long 
Cove Lane (no emergency ser-
vices needed), to a trespass com-
plaint on Pleasants Bank Road, 
to a landlord/tenant complaint 
on Berkley Forest Road, with the 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a suspicious person/
vehicle complaint on Wiggins 
Avenue, and to a traffi c acci-
dent on Jessie Dupont Memorial 
Highway. Staff  investigated a 
suspicious vehicle complaint on 
Fleets Bay Road and received a 
residential burglary and grand 
larceny report from the 12900 
block of River Road ($100 cash, 
20 gauge shotgun, diabetic kit, 
duffel bag, $490 property loss).

Jan. 23:  Staff received a sus-
picious person complaint from 
Millenbeck Road (determined 
to be a legitimate contractor who 
went to the wrong residence). 
Staff responded with KPD to a 
fi ght call on East Church Street, 
to a disorderly conduct com-
plaint on Dillin Drive and to a 

suspicious person complaint on 
Ottoman Ferry Road (subject 
found to be the property owner).  

Jan. 24:  Staff responded to a 
disorderly conduct complaint on 
Old Ferry Road, to a trespass/dis-
turbance complaint in the 3300 
block of White Chapel Road, 
with the animal control offi cer to 
a complaint of a dog preventing 
a homeowner from leaving his 
house on Black Stump Road, and 
to a domestic disturbance (boy-
friend/girlfriend) on Rappahan-
nock Drive. Staff investigated an 
abandoned vehicle on Ottoman 
Ferry Road and reported a staff 
member was involved in a deer 
strike accident in the courthouse 
area. 

Jan. 25:  Staff received a 
credit card fraud report from a 
Lumberlost Road resident and 
responded to a domestic related 
assault by telephone threat com-
plaint (mother/adult daughter) 
on Gemini Road.

Staff also conducted 13 traffi c 
stops, issued three summonses, 
assisted six motorists, reported 
fi ve deer strikes, performed traf-
fi c control twice, investigated 
four building alarms, transported 
four inmates and responded to 
two calls for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a traffi c accident on Jessie 
Dupont Memorial Highway.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a controlled structure burn on 
Ocran Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last 
week brought charges against 
seven individuals.
Felonies

William A. Thompson, 27, of 
Wicomico Church was charged 
January 7 with a Circuit Court 
probation violation as well as a 
misdemeanor charge of disor-
derly conduct.

Derek Jordan Sanford, 23, of 
Heathsville was charged Janu-
ary 8 with threatening to burn, 
bomb or destroy a dwelling, 
destruction of property valued 
at more than $1,000 as well as 
a misdemeanor count of tele-
phone harassment.
Misdemeanors

A Montross man, 35, was 
charged January 4 with failure 
to appear in the General Dis-
trict Court.

A Williamsburg woman, 18, 
was charged January 4 with 
telephone harassment.

A Heathsville woman, 19, 
was charged January 7 with 
telephone harassment.

A Callao man, 20, was 
charged January 8 with reck-
less driving.

A Heathsville man, 28, was 
charged January 9 with assault 
and battery.

LANCASTER
COUNTY

CRIME SOLVERS

Rep. Rob Wittman will host a broadband roundtable from 10 
a.m. to noon February 2  at Rappahannock Community College, 
Room 108 at 52 Campus Drive in Warsaw. He will meet with 
regional, state, and national stake-holders to continue discussion 
of broadband expansion to the Northern Neck and Middle Pen-
insula.

The Agenda
Local Government News

For Display, Classified & Directory
Advertising, Call 435-1701
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Last Saturday our family spent the day at the 
Saint Clement’s Island and the Potomac 

River Museum in Colton’s Point, Saint Mary’s 
County, Maryland. The weather was fine, 
and the drive there from the Northern Neck 
took slightly over two hours. The museum is 
an extensive complex on the mainland that 
includes the exhibition building itself, an early 
19th-century one-room schoolhouse moved 28 
miles to the site from Charlotte Hall, a house 
used for operations, and Saint Clement’s Island 
a short distance offshore. 

Since 1990, it also has had jurisdiction over 
the Piney Point Lighthouse, and is planning for 
construction of a conservation building on the 
grounds at Colton’s Point. For many years, the 
island bore a later name, Blackistone Island, 
until the Maryland General Assembly restored 
its original colonial name. One of the most 
interesting new developments at the museum 
has been the reconstruction of the Blacki-
stone Island Lighthouse near its original site 
on Saint Clement’s Island. In the last 25 years, 
the museum has accepted the donation of two 
Potomac River dory boats which it has restored 
and put on exhibit.

Erosion has taken a toll on the island, which 

comprised 400 acres in 1634, and today is 
down to 40 acres. It is accessible from the 
museum by a brief water taxi run in summer 
months. Across the water, one has a broad per-
spective of the shoreline of the Northern Neck. 
The museum, in my judgment, is one of the 
finest such regional institutions I have seen. 
The exhibits are of extraor-
dinary quality, and unlike 
many others I have visited, 
tie the American past with 
its contemporaneous Brit-
ish and continental heri-
tage.

The displays trace the 
history of the British mon-
archy from Henry VIII 
and his sextet of wives in 
the beginning of the 16th 
century down through the reign of Charles I, 
who was ruling at the time the Catholic dis-
sidents crossed the Atlantic on their two small 
ships, the “Ark” and the “Dove,” and on into 
the Oyster Wars of the 20th century. The “Arc” 
and the “Dove” were the vessels that landed 
on Saint Clement’s Island on March 25, 1634, 
thereby beginning the establishment of Mary-

land, which the colonists named in honor of 
Queen Henrietta Marie, the consort of Charles 
I.  

Saint Mary’s County has made historic pres-
ervation and tourism major thrusts of its com-
prehensive plan, offering a wealth of places 
for the visitors to experience. Saint Mary’s 

City has undertaken a 
broad range of restora-
tion projects, the most 
recent of which is the 
rebuilt 17th-century 
colonial church that 
appears from the façade 
to be a traditional 
baroque building.

At Colton’s Point, the 
directors of the museum 
offer a comprehensive 

approach that has something to tell for every-
one, whether it be natural history, exploration, 
economic history, religious development or 
colonial history. The presentation is interac-
tive and integrates the different themes into a 
defined educational experience. The Charlotte 
Hall Schoolhouse affords children of the pres-
ent Age of Technology an opportunity to see 

how their forebears mastered the Three Rs. It 
is a gem of a building, well worth the trip in 
its own right.

In times when an upswing of interest in 
public access to the water is sounding through-
out the Chesapeake Bay watershed, Saint 
Mary’s County has offered a wealth of possi-
bilities. This museum with its varied exhibits 
and menu of activities affords the county resi-
dents and tourists a wonderful way to spend 
a day learning, exploring and enjoying the 
full panoply of Potomac River history from 
the pre-colonial to the present periods. There 
are few places where one can travel so short 
a distance from the Northern Neck and see so 
much. The museum is more than worthy of 
repeat visits.

Lastly, speaking of the British Tudor past, 
which the museum illustrates so well, I might 
pass along the secret to remembering the six 
wives of Henry VIII. They were Catherine of 
Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, Anne 
of Cleves, Catherine Howard and Catherine 
Parr.  To keep them in order, one needs only to 
remember the poem,   

“Divorced, beheaded, died. 
  Divorced, beheaded, survived.” 

There are few places where 
one can travel so short a 
distance from the Northern 
Neck and see so much. The 
museum is more than worthy 
of repeat visits.

Focal Point

The early January snowfall left a frosting on Christ Church. 

Photo by Lloyd Goldman

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Pistols and pointed pens
Last Monday, I stepped into a crowded 

elevator and there was a man packing a .44 
magnum, the most powerful handgun in the 
world, and wearing a shirt that said “Gun 
Toting San Francisco Liberal.”

It was that kind of week with Girl Scouts 
and gun rights advocates,  Confederate flag 
flyers and Martin Luther King Day support-
ers, safety rights advocates and motorcyclists 
against helmet laws, mental health advocates 
and members of the General Assembly.

The first full week of the 2010 General 
Assembly began in earnest. Monday, Gov. 
Bob McDonnell struck a good bipartisan 
tone. We ended the week with the majority 
in the House of Delegates engaging in party 
shenanigans and, like kids in a sandbox, 
blamed the other side for throwing sand first.

I voted against an income tax increase, as 
did every other member of the House. To me, 
the news of the week isn’t about the bills that 
I have, or about the budget-cutting measures 
we will be facing, but instead it is one of 
tone.

Anybody who serves on a board of a 
church, school, or nonprofit can tell you that 
tone is important. A church meeting, where 
members are pointing fingers and raising 
voices, is not nearly as likely to be productive 
as one where folks say, “I disagree with you, 
but maybe we can try this…”

While it is inevitable that our 12-hour days 
will fray nerves and shorten tempers, it is sad 
to see that 10 days into the session the tone is 
already rapidly deteriorating.

An interesting perspective is that we actu-
ally seem to be doing better in tone than they 
were in the early part of the 19th century. I 
recently pulled a book off the shelf by Vir-
ginius Dabney, Pistols and Pointed Pens. In 
it, he discusses the vitriol from this nation’s 
early partisan newspapers. 

The Federalist New England Palladium 
wrote, “Should the infidel Thomas Jefferson 
be elected to the Presidency, the seal of death 
is that moment set on our holy religion.” 

The Philadelphia Aurora said of Washing-
ton, “It is the subject of greatest astonish-
ment that a single individual should have car-
ried his designs against the public liberty so 
far as to put in jeopardy its very existence.”

So, the good news? We have moved a few 
steps forward.

The bad news, however, we seem to be 
circling back.

As a final note, I would be remiss if I 
didn’t share that a salve on the rising partisan 
temperature is something called the Sunrise 
Caucus. This is a bipartisan Bible study 
group led by Del. Harvey Morgan of Middle-
sex. This is a place where we close the door 
and focus on what is before us, and it isn’t 
politics.

I  started off this week by con-
tinuing to hold town hall meet-

ings, to hear directly from my 
constituents on their thoughts 
and concerns about the happen-
ings in Washington. I focused 
on reaching out to our senior 
citizens by holding events at 
retirement communities in 
Fredericksburg and Newport 
News. The seniors I spoke with 
echoed what I’ve been hearing 
for months: we need healthcare 
reform, but not in this form and 
certainly not in the manner it’s 
been conducted—behind closed 
doors with no transparency or 
bipartisan input—and I couldn’t 
agree more.

President Obama vowed no less 
than eight times that the “nego-
tiations would air on CSPAN,” 
while the Speaker of the House 
declared this “would be the most 

open and transparent Congress” 
in our history. However, when 
given a chance to air the proceed-
ings, both legislators and citizens 
have been blocked from viewing 
exactly what will be in the final 
healthcare legislation.

 Just last week, the House 
had the opportunity to mandate 
the negotiations be brought into 
the open. I, along with a biparti-
san group of 170 Congressmen 
and women, have cosponsored 
H.Res. 847, introduced by Rep. 
Vern Buchanan of Florida. This 
bill would require the healthcare 
negotiations be brought out in 
the open for everyone to observe 
and learn exactly what is being 
placed into this legislation which 
will affect every American.

The House proceeded to vote 
239-175, not to bring the bill 
before the House for full debate 

and a final vote, thus closing the 
door for all of us to see, hear and 
understand the entire develop-
ment of the healthcare reform 
legislation before Congress.

 I fully understand the frustra-
tion of my constituents, and I will 
continue to meet with folks from 
across the First Congressional 
District to get their feedback, and 
to bring it directly to the halls of 
Congress. We absolutely should 
not pursue healthcare legislation 
without the input of both parties 
and the full understanding and 
consent of our Nation’s citizens. 

I will stick to pursuing an 
open and transparent legislative 
process here in Washington and 
I hope to hear from you either 
by calling my office at 202-225-
4261, emailing me at wittman.
house.gov, or by attending any of 
my future town hall meetings.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

While I was in the Animal 
Welfare League (AWL) Store 
in Kilmarnock last week, I 
found out that the store will be 
moving to where Twice Told 
Tales was on Main Street.  

I was sorry to see Twice Told 
Tales go, but am excited about 
the new location for the AWL 
Store because it is larger, more 
visible to the public and has a 
parking lot. 

I never realized how impor-
tant it is to be a patron of the 
AWL until last week.  Do those 
who frequent the shop ever 
wonder where the proceeds 
go?  I found  out last week and 
was thoroughly amazed. The 
AWL pays for all spay and neu-
ters in Lancaster, Northumber-
land, Richmond and Westmore-
land counties. The total vet bill 
for 2009 was $121,000.  Those 
funds paid for 1,100 animals to 
be spayed and neutered. I had 
no idea and am still in shock.

 Now I will think twice about 
gently used  or new items that 
I have obtained and am not 
using, knowing that I will be 
able to help provide veterinary 
funds for the animals that need 
our help so badly. I am looking 
forward to patronizing the new 
AWL Store opening February 
27.

Cheryl Smith-McPherson,
Reedville

Support the AWL

The article, “Visions to focus 
on local poverty,” in the January 
21 edition summarizes the view-
point that the causes of poverty 
are vague and mysterious. For 
this reason, presumably, they 
are to be sought in a five-week 
community-based program of 
study sponsored through a grant 
from the Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund.

During the fifth week par-
ticipants will (grab your wallet) 
“assess community resources 
and ways to make their ideas 
happen.” Daycare and trans-
portation, we are told, will be 
provided. I am certain it will be 
free.

One of the organizers advises 
readers the program is for 
people “who are living in pov-
erty, know someone who is, or 
just want to improve lives in the 
community.” Much to my sur-
prise, we are also told that pov-
erty is somehow linked to recent 
sexual assaults in Kilmarnock. I 
have called the number listed in 
the article to request clarifica-
tion on this dubious assertion, 
and my request has gone unan-
swered.

With all due respect to the 
well-intentioned organizers of 
Visions, the causes of poverty 
are not the least bit mysterious 
and/or complicated. Numerous 
studies conducted by The Cato 
Institute and The Heritage Foun-
dation point to the inescapable 
conclusion that almost all pov-
erty in this country (as opposed 
to the grinding poverty of third-
world countries like Haiti) is 
caused by bad decisions. People 
who make them tend to get poor. 
People who continue to make 
them tend to stay poor, and tap-
ping the time, talent, and trea-
sure of one segment of society 
and giving another segment of 
society lots of money, services, 
and things obscures the connec-
tion between personal effort and 

Poverty is caused 
by bad decisions

improving one’s circumstances 
and those of one’s family.

My training, research and 
experience point to the fact 
that if one postpones starting 
a family until one is educated 
with a marketable job skill, and 
one is married to someone who 
shares these two characteristics, 
it is highly unlikely that one will 
require access to other people’s 
money.

George Mason economist 
Walter Williams writes on the 
topic of poverty from time to 
time. In his syndicated column, 
Are The Poor Getting Poorer?, 
he points out that the feature 
that distinguishes between high 
and low poverty populations for 
blacks and whites is marriage. 
He explains, “There is far less 
poverty in married-couple fami-
lies, where presumably at least 
one of the spouses is employed. 
Fully 85 percent of black chil-
dren living in poverty reside in a 
female-headed household.”

Criminal behavior that results 
in incarceration limits one’s 
occupational choices post-
release, imposes the psycho-
logical cost of father-absence, 
and sets the stage for poverty 
downstream (i.e., in the lives in 
the children). Avoiding criminal 
behavior seems easy enough.

An unwillingness to apply 
oneself to educational and train-
ing opportunities (e.g., at Rappa-
hannock Community College) 
further limits people to lower-
paying jobs and contributes to 
what we call poverty in the U.S. 
The correlation between educa-
tion and income is compelling.

We are a generous society; 
however, in our efforts to help, 
we may be enabling of the leth-
argy and decision-making that 
predisposes one to the relative-
poverty (i.e., the lowest 20 per-
cent) we see in this country.

As far back as 2004, Dr. Wil-
liams observed that, “The aver-
age poor American has more 
living space than the average 
nonpoor individual living in 
Paris, London, Vienna, Athens 
and other European cities” 
with a high percentage of “the 
poor” in the U.S. enjoying air 
conditioning, color televisions, 
microwave ovens, two or more 
cars, cable or satellite TV, and 
automatic dishwashers. Given 
the broad-based matrix of assis-
tance programs, there are few 
motivating factors which might 
prompt people to defer gratifi-
cation, work hard, and improve 
their circumstances. To para-
phrase Shakespeare, ‘Oh pov-
erty, where is thy sting?”

Well-intentioned, but mis-
guided, attempts to help the 
poor, often obscure the relation-
ship between poor decisions, 
on the one hand, and financial 
vulnerability, on the other. We 
provide all measure of assis-
tance in an attempt to make 
things better—thereby reducing 
the motivation to get married, 
return to school, move to where 
the jobs are, and work hard at 
the bottom-rung job until some-
thing better comes along.

Scratching our heads and 
speculating as to what does and 
does not contribute to poverty 
provides cover and dignifies 
bad behavior. It strikes me as 
a diversion from inconvenient 
truths and little good will come 
of it—free transportation and 
free daycare notwithstanding.

Andrew J. Billups, Psy.D.,
Licensed Clinical Psychologist,

White Stone

Fiction
or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
As Valentine’s Day 

approaches maybe it’s time you 
ladies move past the candy cov-
ered coating and really bite into 
your mate.

How well do you know your 
man?

When was the last time he 
opened a car door for you?

So maybe he’s not the car 
door opening type. When was 
the last time he split the last 
pork chop on the platter with 
you?

It’s not all about him. It’s 
about you too.

Does he have his tonsils?
If you walked out that door 

tomorrow, how soon would he 
find another?

Within four pounds, how 
much does he weigh?

Does he kick the cat with his 
left foot or his right foot? 

Does he even like cats?
If he wouldn’t kick a cat, 

which foot does he kick with?
What’s his mother’s telephone 

number?
What’s her maiden name?
How long was she in labor 

with him?
Does he prefer to play a sport 

or watch a sport?
What is his average bowling 

score?
When was the last time he 

took you bowling?
Would he sooner buy you a 

bouquet of roses or a rose bush?
Who is his favorite mechanic?
Who is his favorite doctor?
Does he believe in God?
Has he accepted Jesus Christ 

as his Lord and Saviour?
What is his favorite section of 

the newspaper?
What does he read?
Who is his favorite author?
Which of your women friends 

does he find most attractive?
Which of his male friends 

does he think you find most 
attractive? Is he right?

What is his favorite color?
What color does he look best 

in?
Beyond his work attire, does 

he choose his wardrobe for 
comfort or style?

Would he sooner take you the 
theater or the stadium?

Would he leave it up to you 
and enjoy himself just knowing 
you’re spending time with him 
while doing something you like 
to do?

Is he comfortable buying you 
lingerie?

Are you comfortable allowing 
him to pick your lingerie?

Is he conservative or liberal?
Does he consider himself 

more liberal than you?
Is he ever wrong?
Is he comfortable being 

wrong?
What makes him mad?
What makes him happy?
Does he like to dance?
Would he sooner take you to 

a hear a concert in a large venue 
or a smaller one?

Is he more comfortable in a 
large crowd where neither of 
you know anyone, or among a 
few of your friends? A few of 
his friends?

Do the neighbor’s kids get on 
his nerves? 

Does he spend quality time 
with your children?

Do you trust him?
Do you love him?
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With today’s growing interest 
in health, nutrition and fi tness, 

BAY HealthStyl� 
 is a great opportunity for 

businesses to let 15,200 potential 
customers know about their products 

and services that can lead 
to a better quality of life.

HealthStyl� lBAY

A guide to healthy living in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Quality health
plans from a
company you 
can count on.

Call your local Authorized 
Anthem agent today to
learn more.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna, and the area east of State 
Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An 
independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®Registered marks Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Association.

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com

Dear Neighbor,
If your business isn’t 
listed in thelocalaccent.com
directory, just hope your
competition’s isn’t either.

Yours truly,
Savvy Shopper

To:
Local Business Owner
Northern Neck &
 Middle Peninsula
Virginia, USA

TheLocalAccent.com is where both locals and tourists go before they go anywhere on the Northern Neck or  
Middle Peninsula. Because, in addition to a timely events calendar, weather forecasts, tide charts and more,  
TheLocalAccent.com also features an online directory of area businesses and marketplace specials. Call 804- 
564-2357 to learn more about advertising on TheLocalAccent.com.

© 2010, The Local Accent, LLC. All rights reserved.

09-LA-101.PostcardPrintAd_1-24_RR.indd   1 1/24/10   11:40:58 AM

District 99 Del. Albert C. Pol-
lard Jr. and District 28 Sen. Rich-
ard H. Stuart last week issued the 
following joint statement regard-
ing a bill currently before the 
General Assembly on menhaden 
fi shery management:

“As many of you are aware, 
there has been a long-standing 
effort to move regulation of the 
menhaden fi shery from the Gen-
eral Assembly to the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC). This movement has 
resurfaced this year and both 
of us have received a consider-
able amount of correspondence 
regarding this issue. Since this is 
an issue that has its roots in the 
Northern Neck, we wanted to 
jointly respond and share our uni-
fi ed bipartisan position with our 
constituents.

“This issue has a dramatic 
impact on our region in many 
respects and we have deliberated 
upon it thoroughly and thought-
fully. We have come to the conclu-
sion that we must oppose trans-
ferring regulation of the menha-
den fi shery to VMRC at this time. 
While it is true that the menhaden 
is the only fi shery which is man-
aged by the legislature in Virginia, 
it is also true the menhaden is the 

only fi shery for which there is an 
organized effort to shut down the 
commercial harvest.

“We believe that transferring 
the management to VMRC will 
only transfer the fi ght which 
seems to be taking place irrespec-
tive of new scientifi c evidence. 
The Atlantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission, which is the 
federal regulatory board, has 
recently completed an assessment 
of the Atlantic stock that indicates 
menhaden are above a healthy 
population and mortality rates are 
below threshold.  The report also 
indicated low by-catch and an 
abundance of healthy reproduc-
tive female menhaden. Studies of 
the Atlantic menhaden stock have 
concluded that the Atlantic men-
haden is a healthy and sustainable 
fi shery. Studies of the Chesapeake 

Bay menhaden stock have not yet 
been completed.

“Having grown up on the 
Chesapeake Bay, we can remem-
ber when there were considerably 
more ‘fi sh boats’ operating with 
much less regulatory oversight.  
While these boats did not have 
GPS navigation, they certainly 
had spotter pilots and a competi-
tive spirit. Thus, our observations 
tell us that fi shing pressure and 
catch effort is signifi cantly less 
than in past years.

“Please know that while we are 
supportive of the fi shery–and the 
jobs and families it sustains in the 
Northern Neck–we are dedicated 
to a sustainable fi shery. Accord-
ingly, we made it very clear to all 
involved that if studies show an 
unsustainable fi shery, we are pre-
pared to take appropriate action.”

Legislators issue joint statement
regarding menhaden � shery bill

YOUR LETTERS

On January 21, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, by a 5-4 vote, 
made a monumental ruling to 
eliminate restrictions on fi nancial 
contributions by large corpora-
tions to government candidates 
of their choice. The ruling was 
“based” on an interpretation 
of the U.S. Bill of Rights’ First 
Amendment that guarantees free-
dom of speech. In case you don’t 
remember it from high school, 
here it is:

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people peace-
ably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of 
grievances.— The First Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution”

Financial contribution restric-
tions have been in place for a hun-
dred years, and no court during 
that time believed that it inter-
fered with our freedom of speech, 
or that those restrictions had any 
bearing whatsoever upon the First 
Amendment. Now, during heated 
debate over healthcare reform, 
the Supreme Court has opened 
the door to mid-term elections 
support by vested interests.

It has been said we have the best 
government money can buy. Now 
the Supreme Court has removed 
the price controls.

Rob Ransone, 
Wicomico Church

Government
is for sale

For Americans who were 
watching our out-of-control gov-
ernment this past year, many of 
us applaud the people of Massa-
chusetts.

Who would ever imagine a 
conservative winning a Senate 
seat in the most liberal state of 
this nation? 

This win has energized all of 
us who have felt that our govern-
ment refuses to listen to “we the 
people.”  If this can happen in 
Massachusetts, it can happen in 
any state. It wasn’t just health care 
the people were rejecting, but 
all the bail-outs, the back room 
deals, the pork barrel spending of 
our tax dollars, un-kept promises 
and outright corruption that was 
happening right before our eyes.

All of our elected leaders are in 
great danger of being voted out of 
offi ce if they continue to disregard 
the voters of America. Our great 
founders never envisioned career 
politicians, but somehow we keep 
returning our senators and repre-
sentative over and over.

We do have the ability to replace 
these career politicians with men 
and women who will abide by 
the constitution. There are several 
groups forming in this country to 
take care of this “career politician 
problem.”

“GOOOH”, pronounced “go” 
stands for “Get Out Of Our 
House.”  This non-partisan orga-
nization results from the recogni-
tion that politicians are the prob-
lem with the goal of replacing the 
435 members of Congress with 
candidates who are free from the 
special interest groups and big 
money.

This is an effort that provides 
an organization to help local citi-
zens attract and select candidates 
based on what they know, not 
who they know.  For more infor-
mation, go to goooh.com.

There are thousands of Tea 
Party members in the State of 
Virginia who are getting involved 
for the fi rst time in their lives. We 
have already lost many of our 
freedoms because we were too 
busy to stand up to a government 
who thinks it knows best what is 
good for us.

It could happen 

This is our great country and 
we cannot allow “big govern-
ment” to keep taxing and spend-
ing us into bankruptcy. It’s great 
to know we have begun to wake 
up. We are defi nitely at a cross-
roads here in America and the 
silent majority is fi nally starting 
to speak up. Are you ready to turn 
this mess around?  

Rita E. Johnson, 
Ophelia  

The following bills concern-
ing our groundwater resources 
have been introduced in the Gen-
eral Assembly by the State Water 
Commission and referred to the 
respective committees on agri-
culture.

Our local SAIF Water Wells 
group urges readers to  call  our 
legislators in support of the 
bills. Together they represent 
progress in safeguarding our 
water resources.

In the Senate, SB 569 would 
establish a citizen advisory com-
mittee to assist the Department 
of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
in developing the state water 
resources plan. The chief patron 
is  Patricia S. Ticer

In the house, HB 1137 would 
increase the cost of permit fees 
for groundwater withdrawals for 
those using more than 300,000 
gallons a month. This would bring 
the fee in line with the actual cost 
of processing it instead of draining 
the budget of the DEQ. Permittees 
will be allowed to spread the cost 
over a ten-year period. The chief 
patron is Harvey Morgan.

HB  696 would impose a pen-
alty for large users who do not 
report the amount of their with-
drawals. The chief patron is David 
L. Bulova.

HB 697  would make sure water 
proposals are  in accordance with 
the state water resources plan. The 
chief patron is David Bulova.

 Details on legislation as it 
progresses through the General 
Assembly can be tracked at leg1.
state.va.us. While none of the 
above bills are controversial, the 
large number of bills which die 
without making it through the 
legislature is suffi cient indication 
that we need to make sure our 
public offi cials are aware of our 
concern for our groundwater.

 Gayl Fowler, 
Heathsville

Protect groundwater

Global warming is not exag-
gerated as much as it  is misun-
derstood. 

Some 75 percent of our 
atmosphere is a 10-mile-high 
area called the troposphere. 
Only half of this is suitable for 
breathing. 

To put things in perspective, 
the paint on a 16-inch globe 
of our earth is proportionally 
thicker than our troposphere. 
Since for every action  there is 
an equal and  opposite reaction, 
every time you turn the ignition 
key in your vehicle you are alter-
ing the chemical consistancy of 
our atmosphere. 

Molecular dispersion of local 
actions can affect the nostrils of 
people in China. Multiply this by 
millions of cars, trucks, busses, 
ships and planes. To make things 
worse, we are cutting down the 
rain forests. The world’s popula-
tion keeps increasing and we all 
exhale carbon dioxide.

So why are we experiencing 
such a cold winter? The answer 
has to do with the lack of sun-
spots, a temporary condition 
that usually causes global cool-
ing. We should not let this divert 
us from dealing with the long-
term problem of global warm-
ing.

It is not necessary to live 

A global 
warming solution

impoverished  lives in order to 
stop global warming. All we 
have to do is to replace carbon-
based fuel with hydrogen, the 
perfect fuel, especially since the 
Department of Energy is now 
privy to a method of propagat-
ing hydrogen from sea waves. 
This method has no energy pen-
alty and the only other efl uvium 

is a kiss of oxygen for the atmo-
sphere. 

Once we switch to electric 
cars fueled by  hydrogen fuel 
cells, when you turn that igni-
tion key, you will be able to 
drink what comes out the tail-
pipe. It is water!

Bernard Nadel, 
Irvington
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 Attention

BIRDING
FOR NOVICES

Families       Students       Adults

February 6th 
10:30 A. M.

At the Lancaster Public Library, 
235 School Street (off Main St./Rt. 3)

The Northern Neck Audubon Society

Is beginning a new program series 
and bird walks on weekends

Some binoculars for children and adults will be 
available; if you have binoculars, 

please bring them.

 




 





 

Over 2000 books in all  
categories must be sold to  

make space. 
 

 

Lancaster Community Library 

235 School St. 

Kilmarnock, Virginia  

White Stone Christian Men’s Fellowship
is hosting their men’s & women’s breakfast at 8:00 

a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 13. The guest speaker 
will be Chaplain Colonel Howard Stendahl, 

Command Chaplain from the USAF Air 
Combat Command headquarters at 

Langley AFB, VA. Contact the White 
Stone United Methodist Church 

office by Wednesday, Feb. 10 if you 
would like to attend the breakfast 

and hear Chaplain Stendahl. A 
donation of $4.00 is asked for 

the cost of the breakfast.
The Men’s Fellowship 

meets the 2nd Sat. of every 
month.

Located Across the street from Mary Ball Washington Museum 
8373 Mary Ball Road (Route 3) Lancaster, Virginia 22503

(804) 462-0080

A Historic 
Northern Neck 

Tradition of 
Delicious Meals 

at Affordable Prices

Wine Tasting 
at the Tavern
Saturday, January 30 • 6pm

$20 per person
Includes:

Tasting & Heavy Hors d’ oeuvres

On Stage from the catwalk
The Los Angeles Piano Quartet played to a full house at the 
Lancaster Middle School Theater January 23. The concert was 
sponsored by the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts as 
part of the “On Stage “series. From left are violinist Yehonatan 
Berick, pianist Xak Bjerken, his page turner Nancy Rowland 
(local musician), cellist Steven Doane and violist Katherine 
Murdock. The group played selections from Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart, Felix Mendelssohn and Robert Schumann. Photo by 
Starke Jett

HEATHSVILLE—Nor-
thumberland supervisors heard 
a progress report January 14 
from Donna Thompson, execu-
tive director of Scenario Inc., 
the organizational entity man-
aging the Light Street project, 
a community development 
endeavor started in the fall of 
2008.

Thompson is in charge of the 
management team assigned to 
execute a $25,000 state plan-
ning grant awarded in April 
2009, exploring the need 
for upgrades to housing and 
water and sewer systems in the 
Brown’s Store neighborhood 
near Wicomico Church. 

The team expects to be fin-
ished with all the preliminary 
engineering and planning work 
in January and will be prepar-
ing a final report for the next 
supervisors’ meeting on Febru-
ary 11.   

After that report is submitted, 
Scenario can apply for a Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) worth a possible 
$1.3 million through the Vir-
ginia Department of Housing 

and Community Development 
(VDHCD). The application is 
due by March 31.

The management team 
includes county administra-
tor Kenneth Eades, supervisor 
James Long, the Rev. Thomas 
W. Morris of Shiloh Baptist 
Church, Rosa Lee Coultrop 
of the Northumberland Health 
Department and Monica Sprad-
lin, the community representa-
tive with VDHCD.

“There is much need in the 
community and we hope they 
will apply,” said Spradlin on Jan-
uary 19 about the grant process.  

Scenario and the county 
approached the firm of LMW 
P.C. of Roanoke in November 
2008 to begin the engineering 
work for the project, accord-
ing to Douglas Meredith Jr. PE, 
LLS, who is the principal with 
LMW working on the grant. 
Meredith said his firm has done 
over 50 similar projects across 
the state since 1979. 

He said on January 18 that he 
had been asked to “evaluate the 
possibility of a public water and 
sewer system” for 14 houses in 
the neighborhood. He said such 
a system in the area is “not fea-

sible,” however, because costs 
would exceed the benefits. 

But he said the overall proj-
ect has a good chance at obtain-
ing a CDBG grant to upgrade 
houses, wells and septic sys-
tems. He also is preparing plans 
to construct four new homes to 
alleviate overcrowding in part 
of the neighborhood. 

“I think the numbers are 
good,” said Meredith. “I think it 
will be a very fundable project. 
It is as good as any of the ones 
I have seen.”

Still, he stressed that the 
grants are “very competitive.” 
That fact was confirmed by 
Spradlin, Joanne Peerman, pro-
gram manager with VDCHD, 
and their public relations direc-
tor, Hollie Cammarasana. 

Cammarasana said the Light 
Street grant would be weighed 
against up to 50 other applica-
tions received annually. The 
applications are reviewed by a 
VDCHD panel before the rec-
ommended ones are submitted 
to the governor’s office for final 
approval. The governor’s office 
will announce grant decisions 
by July, according to Cam-
marasana.

LANCASTER—The ini-
tial effort to understand and 
eliminate poverty in the region 
began without the very people 
it would serve—the poor. 

“I was disappointed more 
churches did not respond,” said 
participant Sue Donaldson. 
“There were mostly retired 
people there. My own church 
did not pass out the informa-
tion down to members. Talk-
ing to people who use our food 
bank would be a good source.”

Some 30 people participated 
Saturday in the first session for 
Visions, a community-based 
program to identify and target 
the causes of poverty in the 
lower Northern Neck. Visions 
is funded by a grant from the 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund.  

“I was pleased with the diver-
sity of the turnout so far,” said 

KILMARNOCK—“Every 
year we wonder how will we 
sell 600 $100 tickets,” said lot-
tery co-chairman C.J. Carter. 
“I spoke with library assistant 
director Glo Engle the Monday 
before the Saturday, January 9, 
drawing. At that point we had 
sold just 280, so I knew we had 
our work cut out for us.”

By the time the drawing took 
place, 588 tickets were sold. 
The bulk of the money raised 
helps the library cover operat-
ing expenses and $17,750 goes 
to the winners.

The grand prize winning ticket 
was sold to a group of seven  
couples and three individuals 
who shared $10,000. They are 
Cheryl and Ron Mihills, Jinks 
Holton, Laura and Tom Lawler, 
Fran and Dick Peterson, Lindsay 
Angerholzer Horde and Walker 
Forehand, Elizabeth Staples and 

Poor missing from
workshop on poverty

Lindsy Gardner, one of the pro-
gram organizers. “We haven’t 
reached everyone we hope to, 
but we didn’t expect people to 
participate right away in some-
thing they’ve never heard of.”

Gardner said the program 
will take time to work through 
the community in what orga-
nizers believe will be a grass 
roots effort of people spread-
ing the word to their friends 
and neighbors.

“Grass roots is where it’s 
going to start. We sure hope 
more churches will participate. 
We know this will be a slow 
process,” she said.

One enthusiastic participant 
was Pastor Kenneth Reoland Jr. 
of Macedonia Baptist Church.

“This was not organized by 
do-gooders, but by people who 
are committed to community 
and building momentum,” he 
said. “We are only as strong as 
our weakest link.”

After drawing the lines of 
delineation in communities 
such as man or woman, Protes-
tant or Catholic, skin pigmenta-
tion and socio-economic status, 
Reoland pointed out that we all 
cross lines when it comes to the 
four blood types. “How differ-
ent are we, really? At the core 
we’re all pretty much the same. 
The walls of Jerusalem weren’t 
built overnight...it will take 
time to build the walls..and 
the vision...to have others get 
excited about our work.”  

Every segment of the com-
munity is invited to participate 
in future conversations that 
will take place in small groups 
at locations in Heathsville, Kil-
marnock, Lancaster, and White 
Stone. Dinner and childcare 
will be provided for the two-
hour sessions taking place over 
the course of five weeks.

For information on times, 
locations or transportation, call 
Alison Towles at 577-8421, 
Gardner at 435-1729, or email 
visions.lcl@gmail.com. 

by Audrey Thomasson

Community project is moving forward
by Starke Jett

Library’s recent lottery said a success
Coalter Pollack, Beth Patterson, 
Paula and George Thommason, 
Camille and Bo Bragg, and Tina 
Burger.

Two second prize tickets of 
$2,500 were won by Tom and 
Louise Denegre, and The Wild 
Turkey Association.  

Three third prizes of $500 
were won by Julie Geier, Midgie 
Speight and Betsy Elliot, and 
a group including Brenda 
Henry, Patsy West, Ann Davis, 
Mechelle Yerby, Akila Rich, 
Paulette Maiden, Kaneshia 
Jones, Laura Davenport, Tom 
Davenport and Cora Conway.  

There were five fourth prizes 
of $250, including a winning 
ticket shared by Margaret Ann 
and Bill Arnold, Julia Putney-
Brandt and Bill Brandt, Jane 
and Roger Fortin and Lucy and 
Warren Hottle. 

The other four winning 

tickets belonged to Jim Hill, 
George Jarrell, Mark Saun-
ders, and a group including 
Linda Conway, Cathy Jack-
son, Amanda Molineaux, Ryan 
Kent, Paula Owens, Elizabeth 
Fomin, Tom Richardson, Nina 
Robertson, Bonnie Pettey and 
John O’Shaughnessy.

“Thank you to the entire 
community for your support 
during our lottery,” said Lindsy 
Gardner. “Programs like Story-
mobile, the Summer Reading 
Program and Public Computers 
all benefit from your generos-
ity.”

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com


