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Visions
to focus
on local
poverty

Town planners recommend
bulk storage plan be denied
by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Poverty may look
different in rural places than it does
in cities or suburbs, but two things are
certain—it is everywhere and it holds
communities back. So say the organizers behind Visions, a community-based
program sponsored through a grant
from the Jessie Ball duPont Fund.
Teens, parents, adults, retirees, pastors, neighbors, co-workers—people
from all segments of Lancaster and
Northumberland counties, are invited
to participate in conversations on reducing poverty in a kickoff event Saturday,
January 23, from 10 a.m. to noon at the
Ruritan Center on Route 201 in Lively.
Community conversations will take
place among smaller groups in twohour sessions for the next five weeks in
locations throughout the area.
The program is for people who are
living in poverty, know someone who
is, or just want to improve lives in the
community.
“It’s for people who want to make a
difference, who want to make things
better,” said Lindsy Gardner, one of
the organizers of Visions. Gardner said
participants should come with an open
mind to learning the causes of poverty
in this community.
Visions will use a successful program established in other communities
as a guide.
In the first session, participants will
talk about how they are connected to
the issue and begin to look at poverty.
The second session will focus on a
community vision in which everyone
can thrive and discuss the look of poverty in this area.
The third session will target the
problem and ask why; session four will
be dedicated to finding solutions. In the
final week, the groups will assess community resources and ways to make
their ideas happen.
“Poverty affects us all,” in our taxes,
crime, even the recent sexual assaults
in the community, Gardner said. “Now
more than ever is the time to reduce
poverty.”
Daycare and transportation will
be provided for the sessions; call
804-577-8421, or email visions@lancasterlibrary.org.
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From left, the Rev. Clarence Brown sits with members of the
Northumberland Ministerial Association, the Rev. Valerie Ritter of
Bethany United Methodist Church in Reedville, the Rev. Michael Cera of
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church in Heathsville and the Rev. Steve Hency
of the Tibitha Church of God, primary organizers of the community
Martin Luther King Day celebration. Photo by Starke Jett

Community celebrates
the life and vision of
Dr. Martin Luther King
M

artin Luther King Day was celebrated at the Northumberland High
School Auditorium in Claraville January 18.
The community celebration featured songs performed by a combined
choir led by Sherry Tarleton of Shiloh Baptist Church, a rendition of
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech by actor Cecil Taylor and a sermon by
the Rev. Clarence Brown of Annandale United Methodist Church.
“It’s the work of the church and society to facilitate the reconciliation
that was the theme and goal of Dr. King’s ministry,” said Rev. Brown
before the service. “We still need to take the hard steps to realize his
dream and not grow tired of doing what is necessary and right to become
the beloved community that we should be to be due to historical patterns
that preclude a shared vision.”

KILMARNOCK—Planning commission members last week chose the
health and safety of citizens over a
source of new revenue for the town.
By a 4-1 vote, the commission recommended the town council deny a rezoning request to accommodate a petroleum
storage facility off Harris Road.
Council liason Rebecca Tebbs Nunn
supported the facility, while commission chair Raymond Booth and members William Smith, Jane Ludwig and
Steve Bonner were opposed. Members
Dave Reedy and Claudia Williamson
did not attend the meeting.
In a continuation of last month’s
public hearing, David Jones of White
Stone Land Partners LLC, the property owner acting on behalf of Quarles
Petroleum of Fredericksburg, was pitted
against residents of Harris Road.
“It will be located in the center of a
wooded area where the tanks won’t be
seen much at all,” Jones said.
“If they build this thing, it may be
the last time you see me,” said Clifton
Palmer, owner of the adjacent property.
Palmer said hurricanes and tornados
could easily take down the buffer of
90-foot-tall trees and damage the tanks.
“Do we have cleanup crews around
here to handle this kind of damage?”
A five-minute delay could mean lives,
he said.
While Jones argued that today’s
myriad of government and environmental regulations make petroleum facilities
safer than the hospital facility up the
street, which he said stores large quantities of oxygen, citizens made it clear
they didn’t want the petroleum products
stored next to homes.
“It adds to the volatility,” said Joe
Curry. “There are other places than the
town of Kilmarnock to place this facil-

ity. If it’s something that creates danger,
let’s put it someplace else.”
Jones said he talked to businesses in
the town’s Technology Park and they
didn’t seem to have a problem with it.
“It’s one of the tightest regulated
industries. The property is zoned commercial. It’s a good place for it right next
to the industrial park,” he said.
Planners corrected Jones, saying it
is a technology park, not an industrial
park.
“That’s not what the town called it
when I bought the property,” he said.
Jones said only 6.5 trucks would come
into the facility each day, amounting to
13 additional trucks on Harris Road.
Jackie Barrack of GEO Products said
the town would reap the financial benefits from personal property and real
estate taxes and utility connection fees.
“Tuck it away in the woods and collect the benefits,” Barrack said.
“I would hope you would never make
a decision in this town based on what
the town can make,” Curry told planners.
Architect William Prillaman argued
the facility is allowable with a conditional use permit.
Mike Christopher of TCH and Quarles noted that bulk plants “just don’t
have accidents. When you have an
accident, it’s at a home or small business...where things aren’t regulated
and someone drives a lawn tractor by
it,” he said.
Residents indicated they were not
opposed to another kind of commercial
enterprise on the parcel.
“My biggest problem is that residents
don’t want it in their backyards,”said
Nunn.
Booth, Bonner, Smith and Ludwig
agreed it wasn’t appropriate to locate it
next to a residential area and that safety
should not be sacrificed for revenue.

Commission endorses rezoning for residential development
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—A
developer’s
promise to build only quality condos or
townhouses off Chase Street eased concerns among some neighbors that the
development could turn into apartments
if the economy remains stagnant.
Developer Rick Schuder of Sea Star
Enterprises LLC made the proffer during
Tuesday night’s public hearing before
the planning commission and won the
planners’ positive recommendation that
town council rezone the property to R-2,
medium density residential.
Currently, six rental homes in the area
are on one 1.2-acre parcel zoned for
single-family homes. Located between
Cedar Lane and Heatherfield Court,

Schuder also owns the adjoining 1.2
acres, currently zoned R-2. The planned
19-unit development will require both
parcels, or 2.4 acres..
Schuder said the units will be priced
in the low- to mid-$300,000 range. The
plans call for a retention pond as a buffer
between the development and the street.
Landscaping will be added to create a
wildlife habitat and a gazebo is planned
as a place for neighbors to relax.
Noting it will be the largest development he has tackled, Schuder said the
units will be built in stages, starting in
the back. He assured citizens in attendance it would not be “Section 8 housing,” and the units would be of similar or
better quality than Heatherfield.
“I want to be a good neighbor and

work with you,” he said. “I’d like for
everyone to go out of here happy.”
“That never happens,” replied commission member Steve Bonner.
Anita Sanders asked whether Schuder
plans to use a privacy fence between his
development and Heatherfield.
Some fencing was erected from portions of fencing already on the site, but
the plan is to use hedges for screening,
Schuder replied.
Another Heatherfield resident, Charles
O’Donnell, questioned the limited spacing around the units and between the two
developments.
“I’m concerned with the height of
buildings blocking sunlight into my bedroom,” he said.
“It’s a mixed bag for Heatherfield,”

said Ursula Murch.”We have something
no one else can offer, so it will be a competition, but we can’t stop since Heatherfield set the precedent. We will lose
their unobstructed view, but we need to
be reasonable on both sides.”
“Heatherfield is the only game in
town,” said council member Rebecca
Tebbs Nunn, emphasizing there is a need
for townhouses within walking distance
of Main Street.
“It’s public record that he paid
$650,000 for the property,” said planner Jane Ludwig. “You’ll see a major
improvement over what’s there now.”
Bonner asked Schuder to provide
more details on the development when it
goes before town council at public hearing next month.

Lewis boys bring home a fishing boat
by Starke Jett
REEDVILLE—The Lewis Boys, a
1964, 135-foot-long fishing boat, would
not be denied arriving at her destination
despite a “freak winter storm” in the
Gulf Stream, the possibility of running
out of fuel, and ice floes in the Intracoastal Waterway, according to owner Dr.
Emory Lewis of Fleeton.
Lewis traveled down to New Orleans
with his cousin, Herb Lewis Sr., and
Herb’s son, Bert Lewis Jr., in late December 2009 to purchase the old boat and
bring her to Reedville with the intention
of fishing for menhaden in the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic as an independent contractor.
They were inspired by a substantial rise
in the price for menhaden fish offered by
the Omega plant over the last few years,
according to Bert Lewis. Omega plant
manager Monty Deihl agreed the price
of menhaden has risen and that the plant
has always been willing to buy product
from independent contractors.
“It’s a good opportunity for myself
and the guys who will be fishing with
us,” said Bert Lewis. He is the captain
of the vessel and she will start fishing in
the spring of 2010. His father will be the
pilot and 10 local men will man the purse
boats. Dr. Lewis is the financial officer
of the new company and honorary fisherman-at-large.
But after paying a “six-figure” price
for the boat, as described by Dr. Lewis,
the three men faced a daunting task just
to get her home. Fortunately, Bert is a
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licensed captain and certified engineer,
Herb is a pilot and Emory is a doctor.
And all three are natural-born watermen,
having been raised in Fleeton.
They left December 26 and had
smooth sailing for the first leg of the trip
to Miami, according to Dr. Lewis. Heading north from southern Florida, they ran
into a major challenge. The Lewis boys
hit trouble while running up the coast 200
miles offshore where they were trying
to take advantage of the Gulf Stream’s
strong northerly current.
A storm with wind gusts of 60 miles an
hour and sustained winds of 40 or more
slowed their progress and increased their
fuel consumption. They took on water
ballast to stabilize the steel hull, which
also slowed them down. They spent several days plowing into heavy waves and
high head winds, said Dr. Lewis.
Bert Lewis had already repaired one
of the two diesel generators on board,
which had been frozen, and the men had
cleaned and painted the crew’s quarters
to make them habitable, but the journey
was a spartan affair, especially during the
storm.
“It’s a good thing I bought those 30
double cheeseburgers before we left
port,” said Dr. Lewis, recounting the tale
of his whimsical inspiration to purchase
the sandwiches from a fast food joint
at midnight the night before they left.
“During the storm, all we had to do was
pop one of them in the microwave for a
minute.”
The Lewis boys escaped from the
storm and put in at Coinjock, N.C.,
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From left, Dr. Emory Lewis of Fleeton and his cousin, Bert Lewis, display their recently purchased and renamed
menhaden fishing boat, the Lewis Boys.

where they took on 1,000 gallons of
fuel. Another storm warning persuaded
them to run the rest of the way up the
Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) to the bay,
home waters for them. The only problem
was that the ICW was iced over, forcing
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them to cut through ice floes all the way
to Norfolk.
After traveling 1,800 miles, they
finally reached home January 7, docking the black-hulled boat on Cockrell’s
Creek across from Omega at their Fair-
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port facility. Work will continue on the
vessel to get her ready for the upcoming
season. Originally named Surprise by
her builder, her presence may be a surprise for many residents and an industry
used to having its own fleet.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Red Devils Sports
The Lancaster High School varsity boys basketball
and wrestling teams are featured in a slide show at
RRecord.com.
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Say it like you mean it

S

end your Valentine a Love
Line. In the February 11
Rappahannock Record classified section, there will be a
Love Line column. Twentyfive words or less will cost
only $10. Love Lines must be
prepaid. The deadline will be
noon, Tuesday, February 9.
Please use nicknames, or first
names only. Call 435-1701, ext.
12 or 14, for assistance from
Cupid’s little helpers.
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USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
Kilmarnock,VA 22482-0400
804-435-1701
Fax: 804-435-2632
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Library lottery winners
Dick Peterson and a group of friends were the winners of the
Grand Prize of $10,000 in the Lancaster Community Library
Lottery. The drawing was held January 9. The lottery was sold
out except for a few tickets. From left are Peggy Stalnaker
who sold the winning ticket to Peterson, and library board
president Kerley LeBoeuf.

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993
Published weekly except Christmas week
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co.,VA.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock,
VA 22482 and additional mailing offices.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Postmaster: Send address changes to
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400,
Kilmarnock,VA 22482-0400

LANCASTER—The planning commission will review
a preliminary site plan for a
proposed public boat ramp
and fishing pier on Antipoison
Creek, according to planning
and land use director Don Gill.
The commission will meet at
7 p.m. tonight (January 21) in
the Lancaster General District
courtroom.
The commission is not
involved in the lease arrangements, but is required to review
any plans in an industrial zone
that have a land disturbance
greater than 2,500 square feet
and make a recommendation to
supervisors, Gill said.
Also,
discussion
will
begin on items for the capital
improvement budget. Deadline
for submissions for consideration is February 10.

NEWPORT
NEWS—The
Virginia Marine Resources
Commission will meet at 9:30
a.m. Tuesday, January 26, at
VMRC headquarters, 2600
Washington Avenue, Newport
News.
The habitat docket will include
a discussion requested by staff
regarding a request from William Neal to construct individual,
private, noncommercial piers
instead of a single community
pier, channelward of designated
waterfront lots within the Little
River Overlook subdivision on
the Little Wicomico River in
Northumberland County.
The projects are protested
by adjacent property owners
and staff is concerned that the
applications raise a number of
legal and policy-level questions
regarding apportionments and
riparian property rights.
Fishery items will be addressed
KILMARNOCK—A request following the habitat docket.
to rezone 5.8 acres from A-1 There are no fishery items set for
(agricultural) to R-2 (medium public hearing.
density residential) will come
before town council in a public
LANCASTER—The board
hearing Monday, January 25, of supervisors will meet at 7
beginning at 7 p.m. in the town p.m. Thursday, January 28, in
hall.
the General District courtroom
The property is off East at 8311 Mary Ball Road in LanChurch Street and north of St. caster.
Andrews Presbyterian Church.
Supervisors will hold a public
Landowner Suzanne M. Bel- hearing to consider an ordilows made the application on nance amendment that would
behalf of the Partners for Lan- enable a central absentee voting
caster County Schools Foun- district to receive, count and
dation, led by Bill Warren, for record absentee ballots cast in
development of a 16-unit apart- all elections held in Lancaster.
ment complex for teachers and The amendment includes the
other service oriented occupa- towns of Kilmarnock, Irvington
tions.
and White Stone, but it would
Also on the agenda will be not apply to town elections.
an audit report covering fiscal
year 2008-09 and adoption of
a schedule for developing the
town’s 2010-11 budget.
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Preliminary money talks show
Lancaster schools could have a
$539,000 shortfall in state funding
by Audrey Thomasson
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From left are Andrew Hunter
and Richard Herbermann.

KILMARNOCK—In the face
of more state cuts in school funding, Lancaster County school
superintendent Susan Sciabbarrasi seems to be handling the bad
news better than most superintendents across the state.
Sciabbarrasi said she won’t
get final numbers on state cuts
to education until the new governor’s budget is finalized, which
could be as late as May.
“We won’t know the outcome
until well after the board of
supervisors sees our budget,” she
recently told the school board.
However, she estimated a total
shortfall of $539,000 for Lancaster schools, a much lower
figure than in Northumberland
County where estimates range
up to $1.6 million.
The Lancaster school budget
for 2009-10 is $14.68 million.
“They
[Northumberland
schools] are going through what
we did two years ago,” she said,
referring to adjustments in the
state’s composite index which
measures a county’s ability to
pay based in part on real estate
values and sales taxes.
In 2008, composite index
changes resulted in Lancaster
County being responsible for
78 percent of education costs.
While county taxpayers are
expected to pick up the difference, Sciabbarrasi made
sweeping changes to cut costs
including taking back the food
service program from a private
company, eliminating positions
through attrition, increasing
class sizes and implementing
efficiencies across the board.
Last year, summer school was
eliminated by extending the
school year for students needing

NEWS
BREAKS
n Volunteer honors

Nominations are now being
accepted for the 2010 Governor’s Volunteerism and Community Service Awards. The
deadline is 5 p.m. Monday,
February 1. Honors will be
presented in several categories,
including youth, senior, faithbased organization, nonprofit
organization, business, individual volunteer and national
service.
Winners will be honored
during an April awards ceremony in Richmond. To nominate a person or group, visit
vaservice.org, call 804-7267065, 1-800-638-3839, or
e-mail info@vaservice.org.
Nomination forms can be
submitted online or downloaded and mailed to the Virginia Department of Social
Services, Office on Volunteerism and Community Service,
801 East Main Street, Richmond, VA 23219.

n Highway fatalities

additional assistance while utilizing teachers under the regular school year contract.
This year’s composite index
figure will adjust Lancaster’s
contribution to 80 percent, the
largest percentage allowed by
law, and account for an additional loss of $160,000 in state
funding.
However, with counties in
Northern Virginia hit hard by
the recession, the state may keep
the index at last year’s level. Low
sales tax receipts and declining
property values resulted in a
decrease in their wealth, requiring an increase in the amount of
state funds they receive, which
in turn decreases the funds available to other districts such as
Lancaster, according to school
finance director Sue Salg.
Contributing to the expected
shortfall is a possible increase
in contributions to the Virginia
retirement system, possibly
bumping up expenses as much
as $275,000, she told the board.
Additionally, reductions in state
sales tax revenue have resulted
in adjustments late in the budget
year of some $100,000 for the
past two years.

While many counties across
the state applied the one-time
federal stimulus money to salaries or other ongoing programs,
Sciabbarrasi said she used the
money on capital improvements such as security cameras, air conditioning, electrical wiring and air balancing
systems, thus avoiding another
negative impact when the funds
ran out.
One adverse result of additional state cuts could mean the
loss of $100,000 to replace textbooks.
“The state has certain years
for textbook adoptions. This
year it’s history, next year it’s
math,” she said.
While other counties are discussing unprecedented cuts in
band and athletic programs,
laying off teachers and increasing class sizes, Sciabbarrasi can
sit back this year and breathe a
little easier having already faced
those tough decisions.
“We were one of only five
counties in Virginia last year to
increase teacher salaries,” Sciabbarrasi boasted. And she hopes
to squeeze it into the next budget
as well.

Ransone is elected
mayor of Irvington
by Audrey Thomasson
IRVINGTON—After
15
years as mayor of Irvington,
Alexander Fleet stepped down
January 9 to take a position on
the Lancaster school board.
Last week, council elected
vice-mayor Rannie Ransone to
complete the two years remaining on the mayor’s term.
Ransone became the new
mayor on a 4-0 vote by council members Kathleen Pollard,
Dr. Robert Westbrook, Gene
Edmonds and Ransone. Members Jimmy Crockett and Bill
Evans did not attend the meeting.
Zoning administrator Robert
Hardesty said he was surprised
by the mayor’s sudden departure.
In a letter addressed to town
clerk Jacqueline Burrell, the
mayor wrote: “I have enjoyed
almost 15 years as mayor and
feel our actions have been
beneficial to the citizenry. I
cannot leave without expressing my appreciation not only
to the council members, but
to the office staff, Jackie Burrell, Robert Hardesty and Matt
Terry, the town attorney. No one
could work with more competent and loyal individuals.”
Council will advertise for
applications from town residents
interested in being appointed to
fill Ransone’s vacated seat on
council. According to Virginia
code, they must appoint a new

Mayor Rannie Ransone

council member within 45 days
or the decision will go to a circuit court judge.
A new ordinance to allow
golf carts to operate in Irvington was approved prior to
voting Ransone in as mayor and
thus losing a quorum of council
members to conduct business.
A public hearing on the ordinance was held last month with
members expressing unanimous support for the measure.
However, the vote was delayed
until this month to incorporate
changes and clarify the text. It
passed on a 4-0 vote.
In other business, Bob Hardesty reported that significant
progress has been made in
cleaning up all the smaller
debris at Irvington Marina so
that work can begin on removing larger pieces in order for
the county building official to
access and inspect buildings on
the property.
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Hunter of NASA’S Exploration Systems Mission spoke
January 17 at Sundays At Two
at the Lancaster Community
White Stone United Methodist Church
Library in Kilmarnock. He
Hosts
explained the advantages
of manned missions to the
Moon and Mars.
With the space shuttle retiring in 2011, Ares 1 and Ares
V launch vehicles are being
developed with the Orion
Featuring the bluegrass styles of
crew vehicle.
This system will get man
to the Moon and Mars, he
said, and enable exploration
and
of deep space where much
more can be learned about From left, outgoing president
Sunday, February 14th
our solar system and the ori- Bill Stackhouse presents Bill
Time: 3:00 pm
gins of the universe.
Croner the Barbershopper of
Childcare available
The program needs less the Year award at a recent Bay
money and far fewer people Tones annual dinner. Croner is
to operate than did the Apollo one of the founding members
100% of the Proceeds will go to research
project, Hunter said.
of the Bay Tones and has
Attending the presentation served as president and in
for Dravet Syndrome in honor of
was Richard Herbermann many other capacities. The
Haley Smith
of White Stone who worked award is presented annually
Daughter
of
Bobby & Lisa Smith
on the Apollo project in the for outstanding service to the
chorus.
1960s and ‘70s.

Hunter speaks
on manned
missions to the
moon and mars

The Annual
Mid-Winter Concert

Barbershopper
of the year

Easy Street Band
New Resolution
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Northumberland board tables three of four issues
by Starke Jett
HEATHSVILLE— Ronnie
Jett and Richard Haynie were
unanimously re-elected chairman and vice chairman of
the Northumberland board of
supervisors, respectively.
Following nominations from
supervisor Jim Long, each man
was elected by a 4-0-1 vote,
while abstaining from his own
count.
Among other organizational
matters, the board will continue to meet on the second
Thursday of each month with
the exception of November,
when they will meet on the
second Wednesday because of

a conflict with the Veterans
Day holiday.
Decisions on three of four
public hearing issues heard
January 14 were tabled until
the February 11 meeting.
However, by a 4-0 vote, the
board approved a proposal to
designate Whay’s Creek off
the Great Wicomico River as
a no wake zone. Jett left the
meeting prior to the hearings
because of illness.
County administrator Kenneth Eades had received 42
written comments from residents prior to the meeting,
all of them supporting the
proposal. The proposal also
was supported by the Virginia

Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) in
the interest of public safety
because the “entrance to the
creek is extremely narrow,
shallow and winding” and the
“creek is very small with many
blind spots,” as described in an
e-mail to Eades from VDGIF
officer Richard Goszka.
By a 4-0 vote, supervisors
tabled a request from Arthur
Kendall to build a 176-squarefoot addition to his dwelling
on Cod Creek at 226 Carolina
Drive in Bay Shores. The proposed addition would encroach
into the 50-foot Resource Protection Area. Built prior to
the Act, the whole dwelling is

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett last
week brought charges against
13 individuals.

Felonies

Lamont O. Jackson, 24, of
Western Branch Road was
charged January 12 with
attempt to commit robbery,
conspiracy to commit robbery,
use/display firearm in commission of a felony (all felonies),
assault and battery, and failure
to appear in Northumberland
court.

Misdemeanors

A Dogwood Road man, 29,
was charged January 11 with
two counts of assault and battery, two counts of brandishing
a firearm, and two counts of
reckless handling of a firearm.
A Brent Court woman, 20,
was charged January 11 with
nonpayment of fines/costs due
to a Lancaster court.
A River Road man, 25, was
charged January 12 with public
drunkenness.
A Weems Road man, 49,
was charged January 12 with
violation of probation.
A Black Stump Road resident, 45, was charged January
12 with domestic assault and
battery.
A River Road man, 19,
was charged January 13 with
brandishing a firearm, reckless handling of a firearm and
assault and battery.
A North Main Street woman,
22, was charged January 13
with contempt of a Northumberland court.
A Regina Road man, 23,
was charged January 13 with
violation of probation, ordered
by a Norfolk court.
A Fairmont, W.Va., man, 47,
was charged January 13 with
issuing a bad check.
A Richmond man, 31, was
charged January 17 with driving suspended and making an
unsafe turn.
A White Stone man, 47, was
charged January 17 with public
drunkenness.
A Western Branch Road
man, 24, was charged January 18 with failure to appear in
Richmond County court.

Keep Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made (no
emergency services needed)
and investigated a suspicious
vehicle complaint on Mosquito
Point Road.
Jan. 14: Staff investigated
a suspicious vehicle complaint in the area of Waynes
Circle (disabled vehicle). Staff
responded to a mental health
emergency in the 5100 block
of Mary Ball Road, with Virginia State Police (VSP) to an
overturned vehicle accident on
Old Salem Road, to a trespass
complaint on Ottoman Ferry
Road and to a suspicious persons/trespassing complaint on
Nuttsville Road.  
Jan. 15: Staff responded to
an anonymous report of juveniles ice skating on Antipoison
Creek with a concern that the
ice was not strong enough to
support them. Staff checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant after
prearranged telephone contact could not be made (no
emergency services needed)
and responded with the Kilmarnock Police Department
(KPD) to a disturbance call on
Fox Hill Drive.
Jan. 16: Staff investigated
a suspicious persons complaint at Wesley Presbyterian
Church. Staff responded to
an injured dog complaint on
Black Stump Road, with KPD
to the 1700 block of Harris
Road for a fallen citizen complaint received from Verizon,
and with KPD and Emergency
Medical services (EMS) to a
medical emergency on Wiggins Avenue.
Jan. 17: Staff responded
with KPD and the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department (KVFD) to an appliance
fire on Wiggins Avenue, to a
call to assist closing a party at
the Palestine Lodge on Good
Luck Road, with assistance
from KPD to a fight call at The
Landing in White Stone, to a
destruction of property complaint on Yopps Cove Road
(no criminal incident), to a
drunk and disorderly conduct

Activity report

Jan. 11: Staff received a
walk-in complaint of a mental
health emergency in the White
Stone area, responded to an
E911 disconnect call in the
4500 block of Mary Ball Road,
responded to a domestic disturbance on Chesapeake Drive
and checked on the well-being
of a Gill Road resident at the
request of a concerned citizen (no emergency services
needed).
Jan. 12: Staff received an
abandoned/disabled vehicle
complaint on North Main
Street, a larceny report from
the 400 block of North Main
Street (DLX Critter II go-cart,
red, $300 property loss), and a
possible fraud complaint from
a Middle Gate resident. Staff
responded to a civil complaint
on Meadowview Lane, notified
Northumberland authorities of
a disabled vehicle in the Glebe
Point area and responded to
a report of shooting into an
occupied dwelling on Newtown Road.
Jan. 13 : Staff responded to
a reported motor vehicle accident in the 2400 block of Mary
Ball Road, but was unable
to locate any such accident.
Shortly thereafter, the original complainant advised that
the accident was in the 22400
block of Mary Ball Road.
Staff also responded with the
White Stone Police Department (WSPD) to a traffic accident at Chesapeake Drive and
Beach Road, responded to a
domestic disturbance in the
2500 block of Morattico Road,
checked on the well-being of a

LANCASTER
COUNTY
CRIME
SOLVERS
The Lancaster County
Crime Solvers is seeking
information about a breakin to a home at Mary Ball
and Pinkardsville roads.
The break-in took place
December 7 between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.
The suspects entered
the home by breaking the
back door. After entry was
made, they searched the
house and stole jewelry
and cash.
Crime Solvers will pay
a reward for information about the break-in
or information about the
stolen jewelry. The jewelry
was gold and/or silver
with sets in each and consisted of 12 rings, 5 necklaces, 4 pairs of earrings,
3 bracelets, a watch and
and a jewelry box.
Report related information to Crime Solvers at
462-7463. You will not
have to give your name
and you will not have
to appear in court. Your
information could lead
to a reward, and help get
a criminal off the streets
before he does this to
someone else.

complaint on Whisk Drive,
with KPD to a domestic disturbance on Wiggins Avenue,
to a domestic-related burglary
complaint in the 2500 block of
Morattico Road (no criminal
incident) and investigated a
suspicious vehicle complaint
on Corrotoman Circle.
Jan. 18: Staff responded to
a trespass complaint on Berkley Forest Road (construction
workers arriving), to a destruction of property complaint on
Yopps Cove Road (no criminal incident), to a fight call on
Shalem Place (EMS needed,
subjects uncooperative with
investigation), to a traffic complaint on Windmill Point Road,
to a complaint of a motorist failing to secure a child in
a safety seat on North Main
Street and to a single-vehicle
accident on Dogwood Drive.
Jan. 19: Staff responded to
a prowler complaint in the 700
block of Nuttsville Road and
to a domestic disturbance on
Rappahannock Drive.
Staff also conducted 22
traffic stops, issued six summonses, assisted six motorists, reported four deer strikes,
provided traffic control once,
investigated eight building
alarms, processed one mental
health order, transported six
inmates and responded to one
call for animal control service.

within the 100-foot RPA.
“The board has an obligation to protect the RPA, “ said
Ralph Milar. “I’m objecting to
Mr. Kendall’s request.”
“I agree,” said Jenny Estelle.
“I have a problem with people
who buy property recently
(after the Act) and want to
impinge on the buffer.”
“We cannot make an exception except for a hardship,” said
supervisor Joseph Self.
“We’re saying that any home
that existed prior to the Bay Act
can’t be added to,” said supervisor Tommy Tomlin. “We are
condemning this man to the
structure he has now.”
Supervisors tabled the issue
to explore alternatives for
stormwater management that
could be implemented by the
home owner.
By a 4-0 vote, supervisors
tabled a request from developers Jeffrey Poole and Len
Dameron to build three waterfront homes on an industrial
property in Harry Hogan at the
site of the former F&K Lumber
Company.
Lifelong resident Joyce Grier
said a previous owner of the
property told her it was a “toxic
waste dump.” She wanted it to
be examined by the proper
agency to determine if the soil
was tainted, but supported the
project if there was no problem.
Poole and Dameron assured
her and others with similar
concerns they had conducted
a “phase one” environmental
study conducted by Dominion
Resources and the property had
“passed with flying colors.”
“We are working to turn the

property into a much more
beautiful place,” said Dameron
who grew up in the area.
But they declined to make
the privately-funded study
public because it belonged
to the owner of the property,
Melvin Bowden.
Supervisors tabled the matter
until next month to see if the
property owner would make
the study public.
By a 4-0 vote, supervisors
tabled a request from David
and Jennifer Luckritz to build
a 1,600-square-foot accessory structure on their property on Old Fairport Road.
They are planning to retire in
the area and wanted to build a
garage and lean-to for shelter-

ing equipment they will use to
build a house.
A neighboring property
owner, Brad Croxton, asked
the board to give him a month
to see if he had any objections.
After asking the Luckritzes if
they could wait, the board concurred with his request for the
delay.

Email your ADS to:

mail@rrecord.com

You Are Invited
To a fantastic presentation
featuring customized
Princess Alaska adventure. Diane Pierson, CTC, MCC Virginia
Sales Manager for Princess Cruises will
present the details of this fabulous cruise/tour
to our last frontier

When: Jan. 28 at 2-4 PM
Where: Adventure Travel’s Ofﬁce
Book any cruise between Jan. 28-Feb. 11 and your
deposit is reduced to only $100 per person plus
many more free features of this special cruise.

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department (ULVFD)
responded to a traffic accident
in the 2400 block of Mary Ball
Road, to a fire alarm at Lancaster High School and with
KVFD to a smoke report on
Browns Lane.
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
traffic accidents in the 22400
block of Mary Ball Road and
on Old Salem Road, with
ULVFD to a smoke alarm
on Sir Guy Drive, and with
KVFD to a smoke alarm on
Boys Camp Road.
KVFD also responded to
an appliance fire on Wiggins
Avenue and to a propane leak
on Old St. Johns Road.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last
week brought charges against
nine individuals.

Felonies

Bobbie Jean McYoung, 35,
of Heathsville was charged
January 11 with a Circuit
Court probation violation.
Anthony Renee Smith, 49, of
Heathsville was charged January 14 with felony child neglect
and felony child abuse.
Penny Viola Coles, 41, of
Reedville was charged January
14 with attempting to commit
malicious bodily injury to
another as well as misdemeanor assault and battery.

Misdemeanors

A Reedville man, 46, was
charged January 11 with driving while his license was suspended.
A Lottsburg woman, 38,
was charged January 13 with
appearing
intoxicated
in
public.
A Heathsville woman,
21,was charged January 14 on
a Richmond County warrant
with failure to appear in the
General District Court.
A Heathsville man, 51,
was charged January 15 with
a second offense of driving
while intoxicated within five
years. He was transporting a
juvenile when committing this
offense.
A Reedville man, 60, was
charged January 15 with
animal cruelty.
A Heathsville woman, 22,
was charged January 16 on
a Richmond County warrant
with reckless driving and failure to report an accident.

Think SPRING!

30 OFF
%

Let the experts at the Earth store help you
with your spring plant selections.

Order your spring shrubs by
February 28th and
receive a 30% discount!
Call or visit the Earth Store for more information.

161 Technology Park Drive · Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
(Off Harris Road between Route 3 and DMV Drive)

[804] 435-7777 · TOLL FREE 800-448-4505
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Delegate’s
Report

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

Focal Point

W

by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.
The other day I had to get my
picture taken for the House of
Delegates and in the process of
walking to the studio, I realized I
was wearing the same suit that I
had worn when we had a family
portrait taken in 1990.
I bought the suit for $9 at a
thrift store. I posted a photo of
the suit label and the 1990 portrait photo on my blog at problemsofparallax.com. It has been
a good suit despite the fact that in
the mid-90s I got a tailor to reline
the trousers (quarters kept falling
out of my pockets).
To me, keeping the suit has
just been common sense. After
all, it is a perfectly good suit.
But the whole thing got me
to thinking about the decision
matrix that concludes that a
seemingly ridiculous decision (using a $9 suit that was
purchased 25 years ago) is the
right decision. Certainly, the vast
majority of my clothes from
1990 have ended up in the rag
pile. But if I could define a decision matrix, it would go a long
way toward saving the taxpayer
dollar because guidance could
be given to bureaucrats in the
decision-making process.
However, as has happened
before, I came to the conclusion
that one simply cannot define
common sense. It is certainly
needed. Consider this snippet,
slightly edited for clarity, which
I received last week from an
agency head whom I had leaned
on for thoughts on where state
government was duplicative.
“The state expends a lot of
resources controlling non-general
fund (grant) programs. Is it truly
necessary to mirror the same
appropriation and allotment controls for federal grants, privately
funded capital projects, and other
activities that do not use a single
dime of state resources?
“It would seem sufficient
to me that these functions and
activities could be governed by
far more simple cash management rules prohibiting spending
in excess of cash.
“We are in the process of
being written up as being noncompliant for expenses exceeding allotments by $572 in a federal program. We did not exceed
our cash or our federal award,
only the state allotment (approval
to spend). That allotment was
slightly under the actual federal
award. Our staff overlooked the
artificial state cap and so we are
being written up.”
Stories like this make me
shake my head. But I have come
to the conclusion that, in this
case, we simply have to give
more latitude to agencies and
then hold everyone accountable
for their use of common sense. I
have a bill in to do just that.
This means, however, that we
as taxpayers must understand
that more latitude may mean
more errors; we are human,
after all. But it is better to have
a “common sense rule” with
the possibility of errors than to
strangle the whole system with
rigid rules.
Otherwise, we end up throwing away a perfectly good $9 suit,
and that’s not common sense.
To contact Del. Pollard, call
804 698-1099, 804 462-5940, or
visit albertpollard.com.
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A cardinal waits his turn at the bird feeder following a recent snowfall.

Photo by Anita Lee
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YOUR LETTERS
Global warming
is exaggerated
There is a great deal written and said about the changes
in the global climate. Most
of what is being produced is
framed in pseudo-scientific and
genuine political jargon. There
is real global warming. This is
obvious since the upper midwest is not covered in glaciers.
Of course, neither is that part
of the globe covered with tropical vegetation, both of which it
enjoyed in geologic history.
Much of the information on
climate change is being produced by scientists whose main
interest is to obtain the largest
research grant possible. The way
that this is done is to identify a
project which can be portrayed
as giving a threat to human life.
The greater the potential threat
can be portrayed, the greater
the grant size. Along with the
grant comes the fame that the
researcher can hope to achieve.
Since we are dealing with
climate changes that occur over
the many thousands of years,
and climatic data with any real
validity only goes back a little
over a century, the validity of
current predictions is somewhat
flimsy. The researchers have
produced computer models to
assist them in making and supporting their long-range predictions. While computers don’t
make mistakes, the data on
which their models are based
are a product of highly fallible
man. Add to this the feeding
into the computer of highly
questionable data and you have
the framework for scientific
information based on political
desires or pure garbage.
This brings us to today. We
have been led to believe that
we were undergoing drastic
climatic warming change that
unless we subscribed to a lifestyle akin to the undeveloped
third world, or unless we gave
the undeveloped countries a
vast majority of our resources,

the world would soon be completely covered by water resulting from the drastic melting of
the world’s ice resource. For
years the researchers predicting disaster due to “excessive”
global warming have been telling us that this theory is subscribed to by a “consensus” of
scientists, akin to the flat earth
consensus. This is not actually
the case. There is an equally
large group of scientists who
do not believe global warming
is enhanced or caused by the
activities of man.
The recent “climate gate”
reinforced the doubt of the
recent scare activities in Copenhagen. Add to the press leakage
of the climate gate fact fudging
is the fact that many of the temperature readings used came
from official weather stations
located on asphalt parking lots,
within the exhaust of air conditioning systems and other
places where the temperature
would be exceptionally high.
In addition, the proposed
solutions to the man-caused
global warming will create a
world government forcing the
nations to subject themselves
to a single, dictator-style government.

Terence Cooper,
Burgess

Innocent until
proven guilty

Front page news. The rapist
has been caught. His name and
photograph are included with the
story.
Unfortunately, we realize there
has been no trial, he has not been
proven guilty and he has not
been convicted.
This isn’t news. This is a
breach of justice.

Nan Harvey Flynn,
Kilmarnock

Editor’s note: Other than in
the letter above, the subject has
always been referred to in this
paper as a suspect. As we’ve
reported, no one has yet been
charged with the local crimes.

Meaning gets lost
in translation
A correspondent in your January 14 issue invokes the Constitution’s 10th Amendment to
assert that national deliberations on health care legislation
constitute infringements on
state powers and the people’s
liberty.
The Amendment does state,
as he asserts, that “powers not
delegated to the United States,
nor prohibited by It to the
states, are reserved to the states
respectively, or to the people.”
The meaning given to the
Amendment in relation to
federal powers depends in an
important part on what those
deliberating on its enactment
considered and rejected.
That language, considered
and rejected, reads in relevant
part is as follows: “(P)owers
not explicitly delegated to the
United States...are reserved to
the states respectively, or the
people.”
If the Amendment had been
enacted inclusive of the term
“explicitly,” the interpretation
owed the Amendment would
have radically limited the federal powers in relation to the
states, and, correspondingly
enlarged state powers, very
much in line with the correspondent’s views.
The absence of the additional
term and its obvious rejection
by the deliberators explains how
the Amendment has been interpreted contrary to the assertions
in the Record on January 14.
Thus, the correspondent and
his supporters have a clear
option to obtaining what they
seek, a constitutional amendment so as revise the Amendment to include what was
rejected so many years ago.
Otherwise, in effect, he’s
tilting at windmills and misinforming lots of folks, including
“the people.”

William Fleischman,
Wicomico Church

by Robert Mason Jr.

e are three weeks and
four books into the year
and my annual book column
appeared in the first Rappahannock Record of 2010.
Technically, there’s some 49
weeks before I comment on
books again in a big way. Yeah,
right. I just got through reading Big Man: Real Life & Tall
Tales by Clarence Clemons
and Don Reo. It’s Clemons’
larger-than-life memoir.
I can’t believe you don’t
know who Clarence Clemons
is. Have you ever heard of rock
‘n roll? The E. Street Band?
Bruce Springsteen?
Clemons is the saxophone
player in the E Street Band,
Bruce’s band. The Big Man,
Clemons is from Norfolk. He
hitched a ride on the rock n’
roll rocket by way of the Jersey
Shore. Read the book. Like the
title says, it’s full of real life
tales and tall tales. Some fiction and some fact.
“The story I have told
throughout my work life, I
could not have told as well
without Clarence,” said
Springsteen in a forward to the
book. They’ve played music
together for some 40 years.
It’s a very entertaining and
informative look behind the
scenes of the longest continuous original U.S. act in rock
‘n roll history. From hitchhiking to gigs in the early days
to stage-hopping around the
world by private jet, it’s one
story after another from town
to town, bar to bar, woman to
woman, song to song, from
“Greetings From Asbury Park”
to “Working on a Dream,”
adventure to adventure, the
Student Prince to the 2009
Super Bowl halftime show.
It’s all about the Big Man,
through his heart, sax and soul,
and through the eyes of his
friend, Hollywood writer and
producer Don Reo. There’s
also a lot about Bruce, the rest
of the E Street Band members
and numerous other celebrities.
“I wanted to give the reader
a glimpse into the personal and
private side of our relationship
without getting too personal
and private,” said Clemons. “I
hope we accomplished that.
My heart will always be filled
with gratitude to Bruce for
one simple reason: without
Scooter, there is no Big Man.”
At one point in the book,
Clemons notes a passage
might sound similar to a line in
someone else’s novel. He adds,
“In show business this is not
stealing, it’s homage.”
Paying a lot of homage to
Clemons, let’s read a chapter
that stands out like no other
in this or any book I’ve read
lately.
The River, by Clarence
Clemons:
“To me music is like a river.
I have lived my life beside the
river. Every day I get up and I
look at the river. I watch it and
notice when it rises or falls. I
see how the wind affects the
surface and ruffles it, and how
the lack of wind leaves it looking like a mirror. I follow the
water as it flows over rocks
and around obstacles. I have
studied the river my whole life.
I know it as well as I know
myself.

“Most days I swim in the
river. Sometimes I float on it,
looking up at the trees and the
sky. Other times I dive beneath
the surface and try to become
the river. I feel it all around
me and I feel like part of it. I
find it difficult to distinguish
between the water and myself,
and I don’t know where one
begins and the other one ends.
And then I am the river.
“At night I sit beside it. I sit
in the dark and listen to it and
I feel like the Rain King and I
listen to it and I close my eyes
and I listen to the river. Some
nights it’s just noise. A nice
noise, a peaceful noise, but just
noise. But then something will
happen. Something will move
beneath the surface and the
noise becomes something else.
It’s discordant like John Cage
or Harry Partch, but then it
sounds like music almost and
its Captain Beefheart and then
Frank Zappa, and the noise
turns beautiful and annoying
all at the same time, and that’s
good and so unexpected that it
makes me laugh out loud in the
darkness.
“But on other nights the
river sings, and it can sing
anything. It’s a choir. It’s the
Edwin Hawkins Singers singing ‘Oh Happy Day,’ and it’s
all gospel all the time until
it turns into opera or classical piano and violins and
Wurlitzers and Hammonds
and big church organs and Al
Kooper on ‘Like a Rolling
Stone’ and Dave ‘Babyface’
Cortez and whoever played
organ on Del Shannon’s ‘Runaway,’ and suddenly there are a
million different voices and a
million different instruments,
and I can hear each and every
one of them and they’re all
good. I can make out Speedo
and Ivory Joe Hunter and
some group singing about
white port and lemon juice
and Willie Dixon and Robert
Johnson and Son House and
Garnett Mims, and then the
Darktown strutters dance by
in sh’dowy light, followed by
the Viscounts playing ‘Harlem
Nocturne’ and ‘The Touch,’
and the Rockin’ Rebels’ ‘Wild
Weekend,’ and then Hank Williams and Johnny Rodriguez
and Mickey Newbury from a
depot in Frisco, and the music
just washes over me and makes
me feel whole.
“I can’t be separated from
the river. I cannot be away
from it. It follows me; it
changes its path to be with
me and to stay with me and
to define me. It is my purpose
and it flows through my soul
and it always will, and nothing
in this world, including death,
can stop that.”
Among other high notes, the
book includes the Big Man’s
account of beating Fidel Castro
in nine ball.
But the best thing about this
book is it’s about the greatest rock n’ roll saxophonist,
maybe the best saxophonist
ever, and you don’t have to
speak saxophone to read it.
You don’t even have to be
musically inclined to get it,
although an appreciation for
music and an understanding of
what love is all about would be
helpful.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his week I received a letter from a friend
of many decades, who lives in Rome,
and whose father was Italian and mother was
Armenian. He wrote of having gone to Armenia in the fall, and visiting his relations and
many of the ancient sites of Caucasia, one of
the earliest outposts of Western Civilization.
He commented on the rich cultural heritage of
the country and its people, and how much he
had enjoyed being in his ancestral homeland.
As I read his letter, I thought of the Northern Neck’s own beloved Armenian-American,
Fred Ajootian, who died two weeks ago, and
how true my friend’s words were in describing
Fred as well. Although Fred, who was born in
Brooklyn, N.Y., was totally American in his
thinking and lifestyle, he reflected the learned
and deep heritage of his ancestry.
As a youth growing up in New York, Fred
did well in school, and went on to take a
degree in mechanical engineering at the prestigious Pratt Institute. He went from there to
the Ivy League, attending Brown University
in Providence, Rhode Island. His academic
background was readily apparent in any
conversation with him, but perhaps nowhere
more evident than when he delivered one of
his magistral book reviews at the Lancaster
Community Library.
Fred could take the most complex author’s

most intricate work of history or fiction and rors the construction of regional homes built
make it a piece of literature that everyone in throughout this area, albeit with their own
the room wanted to read. His manner in the unique touches. In the kitchen is a cooking
reviews, as in all of his other undertakings as woodstove, which virtually heats the entire
well, was direct and forceful. One knew what dwelling. Off of the living room is a greenFred thought and respected him as the pos- house in which the Ajootians have grown both
sessor of a truly profound
flowers and vegetables
intellect.
year round. Lastly, the
Fred and his wife, He thrived on contributing
house is replete with
Marguerite, found the
of Marguerite’s
all that he knew to on-going many
Northern Neck in the
exquisite watercolors,
early 1970s, and decided debates of public policy, as
many of which the
to move here, settling
public has seen at art
on a piece of waterfront witnessed by his prescient let- shows.
with good water depth in
About 20 years
Ocran. There they built ters to the editors of local and ago, Marguerite and
their home and business, statewide newspapers, and
Fred built a pond in
as Fred opened the Ocran
their front yard. It has
Boat Shop. His engineer- most of all in his service for
become the neighboring background made an
ing watering hole for
ideal fit with all aspects of many years on the Lancaster
wildlife of all sorts,
marine construction and
and unlike many simiCounty
Wetlands
Board.
repair. The building itself
lar manmade efforts,
lays claim to fame as the
this one could fool an
site for many years of their famous annual egret, the appearance is so natural and bucolic.
oyster roast the third Saturday in November.
It has become the signature sight along Ocran
Domestically, Marguerite and Fred built a Road.
home that looks as if it were a traditional part
Slowly over the last several years, Fred
of Northern Neck architecture. They wanted has undertaken the process of departure. The
to be part of the scene, and their house mir- Booth family kindly began hosting the oyster

roast, with Fred manning the oyster stew/
chili stand until 2008, and his trips to the boat
shop in the back yard slowly ebbed away. This
year he declined appreciably, and on the 5th
of January in his home, always cared for by
Marguerite, Fred died. He had retained his
encyclopedic body of knowledge, along with
his engaging and insightful wit, until the end,
and he died at peace with his world.
To remember Fred in any one capacity
would be to see but a fragment of this brilliantly talented, indeed gifted, individual. He
thrived on contributing all that he knew to ongoing debates of public policy, as witnessed
by his prescient letters to the editors of local
and statewide newspapers, and most of all in
his service for many years on the Lancaster
County Wetlands Board. In the latter capacity,
his accomplishments were manifold, but the
one many of us will remember most was his
opposition to the destructive process known
as Tulloch Ditching. In that arena and in
numerous others, Fred had a voice and used it
always for what he perceived as the common
good.
This abundantly generous man gave back all
that he could to make his community a finer
place for his time and generations to come.
Frederick Haig Ajootian, July 3, 1924 –
January 5, 2010. R. I.P.

Kilmarnock • Virginia 								

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

YOUR LETTERS
Enriching lives

Through the years, the people
in medical care who serve LanBefore the New Year caster County have enriched
advances too far, I wish to the lives of all of us.
Mary Lee Johnson,
acknowledge the progress that
Kilmarnock
has been made in our area in
the availability of medical care.
Lancaster County has been What is he thinking?
blessed in the past with highly
respected, especially capable
Recently voters in the First
doctors that I remember from District received a “Senior
the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.
Health Care Update” from
Dr. Chichester Pierce lived Rep. Rob Wittman. I must
in Nuttsville. Dr. Oldham lived respond to what is, in my opinin Lancaster and had an office ion, a clear example of fearin Kilmarnock. Dr. Henry Jeter mongering.
Edmonds lived in Kilmarnock.
He opposes plans to cut
Dr. Morgan E. Norris was in Medicare
and
Medicare
Kilmarnock. Dr. B.H. Hub- Advantage on the grounds that
bard lived in White Stone. Dr. such “would cause doctors to
Moorman’s home and office stop seeing Medicare patients.”
was neighbor to today’s Ross’s If this were true one would
Rings & Things. Dr. Liggan expect the American Associalived and served in Irvington. tion of Retired People (AARP)
His wife was a teacher in public to oppose these plans.
speaking. Since many people
However, the AARPBulliworked six days a week (all tenToday of January 7, in the
day), some of the doctors had article “Lost in the Rhetoric:
hours on Sunday mornings.
New Gains for Medicare BenIt was said whenever Dr. eficiaries” asserts, “To reasPierce turned the corner to sure seniors fearful of these
Morattico that everyone imme- changes, an amendment to the
diately felt better.
Senate health reform bill guarDr. Oldham’s office was antees that no basic Medicare
where Dr. Brooks Johnston’s benefits would be cut and that
office is today. A brown collie the savings would be used to
dog found a home in Dr. Old- improve care and access to
ham’s office. Wherever Dr. physicians.”
Oldham went, “Chocolate,”
He supports “medical deciwhich was the name that Dr. sions being made by you and
Oldham gave the dog, went your doctor and not by federal
with him. The story was told bureaucrats.” It is apparent
that Chocolate rode a truck to that he supports the existing
Richmond. After much search- system in which you and your
ing, the search ended, and doctor’s decisions are held
then miraculously Chocolate secondary to the health insurreturned to Dr. Oldham’s office ance companies bureaucrats
in Kilmarnock. Dr. Oldham who determine if you will be
and Chocolate are buried in insured, for what procedures,
a church yard in Emmerton. and perhaps not any if you
Some of Dr. Oldham’s patients have a prior condition. He
have visited Dr. Oldham’s and ignores the economic reality
Chocolate’s graves.
that a health insurance bureauIn the 1930s, Dr. Moorman crat’s primary obligation is to
and his wife, who was a nurse, ensure that his employer show
moved here from Roanoke a positive bottom line on the
with two beautiful girls and a balance sheet.
nephew. Dr. Moorman and his
He includes a “Prescription
wife brought many babies into for Health Care Reform.” It
this world. They also had an reads as though it might have
office for removing tonsils and been written for him by the
adenoids.
health insurance lobby. To wit:
This does not include all of
He supports citizens having
the Lancaster County doctors the right “to choose what kind
in the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.
of health care plan we want,

what doctors to see, and what
treatments you receive.” If
he truly supports our right to
choose, he would support the
inclusion of a public option.
His opposition to a public
option effectively eliminates
any real choice. Under the
proposed reform bills, we will
continue to have our choice of
doctors.
He repeats the health insurance industry mantra that we
have “the highest quality of
care in the world.” True for
some, but does he include
in “we” the 30 million legal
American citizens who are
uninsured? What of those who
for various reasons have lost
their insurance? Is he including those citizens who have no
dental coverage, no prescription drug coverage?
The U.S. leads the world in
health expenditures as a percentage of GDP. Yet our infant
mortality rates place us near
the bottom of the 23 wealthiest countries. Life expectancy
in the U.S. given recent data,
places us 47th in the world.
In the global economy American business is at a great disadvantage as it seeks to compete with foreign producers.
It is only in America among
almost all of the world’s major
economies that the business
community must bear the cost
of health care.
While much of that has been
shifted onto the shoulders of
employees, the cost to American producers is still creating
a playing field most favorable
to our competitors. If we truly
want to level the playing field
and help restore the American
economy, I suggest that we
study how such an advantage
has been achieved by our competitors. I recommend that we
begin by reading The Healing
of America by T. R. Reid.
Finally, I believe health care
is a moral issue. How can we
accept a health care system
that forces some to choose
between good health and
financial security? A system
that results in large numbers
of avoidable deaths?
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Democrats NARFE to meet February 2
will meet
The Lancaster Democrats
will meet at 7 p.m. Monday,
January 25, at the Bank of Lancaster northside branch in Kilmarnock. A half-hour before
the meeting, beverages and
snacks will be served.
Since this is the first meeting
of the year with new officers,
the agenda will be a discussion
of upcoming programs, activities and responsibilities.
Anyone interested in local
Democratic activities is invited
to attend.

The Northern Neck Chapter 1823 of the National Active and
Retired Federal Employees (NARFE) Association will meet for
lunch at 2 p.m. February 2 at the Los Portales Mexican Restaurante at 4288 Richmond Road in Warsaw. Attendees will order
from the menu.
Following lunch, Loren Johnson from the IRS Richmond
Field Office will review changes in the Federal tax laws. Current, former and retired federal employees, spouses and survivor
annuitants are invited. The executive board will meet at 1 p.m.

It’s cold outside . . .
bundle up with a copy
of the Rappahannock Record!
paper and online subscriptions • 435-1701

Precision Glass & More
Now Open in Warsaw

Come by and see Sally, David & Ronnie for all your glass needs

People You Know, Service You Deserve
• Laminated Glass
• Plexiglas & Lexan
• Mobile Service
Available

• Auto Glass
• Furniture Tops
• Insulated Glass
• Tempered Glass

Family owned and operated business with
over 37 years of experience!
We handle all insurance claims

January Special 10% off all Windshield Repairs
Phone: 804-333-3315 Fax: 804-333-3305

Locally Owned and Operated by Sally & DavidPitts

123 Maple Street (corner of 360 & Maple St., next to Farm Bureau, Warsaw, VA 22572

Robert A. Adriance,
Wicomico Church

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the January every appearance of being
21, 1910, issue of the Vir- pearls.
ginia Citizen)
Baltimore oyster dealers
say that they are not worried
Boat Notes
over the attempt of South
The U.S. Government Jersey to corner the New
has entered suit against the York market. These oysters
schooner Malcolm Baxter Jr. can never compete with those
and the tug John Twohy Jr., of the Chesapeake, so say the
for the recovery of $50,000 growers of the latter section,
damage sustained by the the Jersey product being
destruction of Thimble Shoal decidedly inferior in quality.
lighthouse December 27.
The steamer Three Rivers White Stone
launched at Baltimore in
Dr. B.H.B. Hubbard has
November last, designed by been appointed a regular
the Md., Del., and Va. R ‘y agent of the Northern Neck
Co., for service on the Poto- Mutual Fire Association of
mac, is expected to make her Irvington for this section.
initial trip early in February.
Rev. C. A. Hall is in Richmond this week attending the
Fish and Oyster Notes Anti-Saloon League ConvenIf one will boil a trout or tion.
fry it with the eyes in the
fish, these eyes when care- Kilmarnock
fully picked out and dried in
Miss Margaret Palmer
a napkin and then put away returned to her school in
for a day or two, will have Norfolk Sunday after being

home two weeks on account
of sickness.
R. W. Boswell is improving
from a recent indisposition.
Rev. F. W. Claybrook is
in Richmond attending the
Anti-Saloon League Convention.

Lancaster Courthouse

Jack Eubank and family, of
Browns Store, spent Monday
at the home of W. G. Beane.
Monday was ladies day at
the Methodist parsonage. The
large crowds that attend these
meetings attest the popularity of the minister, Rev. W. L.
Ware.
Miss Lila Combs returned
home
Wednesday
from
Stafford, where she spent
Christmas. She had to extend
her visit on account of sickness. A house party was
given last week by the Misses
Edridgeton, near Widewater,
in her honor.
Miss Smith, of Heathsville,
spent Monday with Miss
Suzie Chilton.
(Transcribed by Stephen A.
Redd, volunteer of the Mary
Ball Washington Museum
and Library)

White Stone Wine & Cheese
A Touch of Paris in
White Stone
FRIDAY, January 29

435-2000

Reserve now for
Whole Maine Lobster Dinner
Cole Slaw - Baked Potato
& Glass of Wine

$36.00

RESERVATION ONLY

Reservation Deadline is Wednesday, January 27, 10 a.m.

Next to the Post Office in White Stone
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Hewick Plantation
1678

Unforgettable . . .
A premier destination for weddings, social galas and events.
Enjoy your celebrations under tentage, under the oaks or under the stars.
We will create an experience unlike any other.
Please contact us to schedule a property tour and answer any questions on
having your next event or special occasion at historic Hewick Plantation.

Hewick Plantation

5123 Old Virginia Street ❖ Post Office Box 178 ❖ Urbanna, Virginia 23175
info@hewickplantation.com ❖ www.hewickplantation.com ❖ (804) 758-1678

Having a Holiday Party, a Meeting,
Family Reunion or Wedding?
Have it Here!
Our beautiful new Conference
Center can seat up to 600 for
dinner in a lovely setting on
Robinson’s Creek. Where else can
you find that with full catering
and bar staff, a 500 sq. ft. stage
for live entertainment and audiovisual equipment if needed? The
answer is nowhere else in “Rivah
Country.”
So, if you’re having an event,
large or small, get our professional planners involved early.
We can even offer overnight accommodations for your out of
town guests.

P.O. Box 178, Urbanna, Virginia 23175 ❖ (804) 758-4349 ❖ www.bethpagecamp.com

