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For the few in the Northern Neck 
who don’t know Jim Coates or 

the story of how he went from toss-
ing black walnuts in his backyard to 
pitching for the New York Yankees in 
the World Series, there’s now a tell-
all book. 

Coates, who was born and raised in 
the Northern Neck and now lives in 
Mollusk, will be signing copies of his 
book, Always A Yankee, at the Sports 
Centre in Kilmarnock Saturday, Janu-
ary 16, from 9 a.m. to noon.

The book, written by Douglas Wil-
liams of Gloucester, was released 
December 14 by INFINITY Publish-
ing. It sells for $15.95. 

Some 400 copies are already in 
circulation. The book is available 
for purchase at the Sports Centre, at 
Epping Forest Antiques in Lively and 
directly from Coates. 

“I decided way back that I wanted 
Jim to do a book,” said Coates’ wife, 
Dot. “I thought it would be a great 
human interest story.”

Coates met Williams while sign-
ing baseball cards at the Tenth Inning 
sports store in Hampton. The two 
decided to collaborate and after about 
10 meetings, the book was complete. 

“The first time Doug came over,” 
said Coates, “he brought a tape 
recorder and sat there for an hour 
talking to me. He was going to replay 
it and that’s when he found out he 
didn’t even have it turned on. So we 
had to do it all over again. I’ll never 
let him live that down.”

Coates, who grew up a poor coun-
try boy, went from playing for the 
local Chesapeake League to playing 
for the New York Yankees. He played 
with baseball greats Roger Maris, 
Yogi Berra and Mickey Mantle on 
the Yankees’ world champion team of 
1961. He is a member of the Virginia 
Sports Hall of Fame. 

The book tells about his career in 
major league baseball with the Yan-
kees and Cincinnati Reds. It also tells 
about his childhood, being raised by 
a single mother and living with his 
grandparents.

Subtitled, A Pitcher’s Story; Jim 
Coates, He Beat the Odds to Become 
an All-Star and World Champion, 

Lancaster’s first home wrestling meet 
didn’t go quite as well as coach Craig 
Oren had hoped. 

In fact, the Red Devils lost to Nor-
thumberland for the first time in 10 
years. 

The Indians edged Lancaster, 40-36, 
and Mathews got by the Red Devils, 
55-19. 

Robert Wineland had Lancaster’s only 
pin against the Blue Devils, taking his 
opponent down in the second period of 
the 119-pound bout. 

Daniel Kear scored four points for 
Lancaster with a 16-4 win in the 171-
pound division and Bradley Hudson 
scored three for the Red Devils with a 
120-10 win in the 135-pound match. 

Against the Indians, Michael Nguyen 
(145) and Terrance Taylor (152) both 
pinned their opponents in the first 
period.

The Devils will host another tri-meet 
today (January 14) at LHS and will go to 
Essex for a tri-meet next Thursday, Janu-
ary 21. Wrestling begins at 5:30 p.m. at 
both meets.

Lancaster’s Daniel Kear bends his Mathews’ opponent into a painful position during last week’s tri-meet at LHS. 
Kear picked up four points with a 16-4 win. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Lancaster wrestlers
pinned at home meet

From the Lively diamond
to Yankee Stadium, new
book pitches Coates’ career

Always A Yankee, tracing Jim Coates’ pitching career in the majors, is now 
available.

the book includes dozens of photos, 
some of local celebrities like Dr. 
Norman R. “Jigs” Tingle and Billy 
Walker Jr. 

Over the last couple of decades, 
Coates has overcome heart attacks 
and prostate cancer, so having the 
opportunity to tell his story is even 
more gratifying.

“You know what they say, you’re 
not here for a season, you’re here for 
a reason,” said Coates.

He will be interviewed on Bay 
101.7 at 8 a.m. tomorrow (January 
15). 

Coates also will hold a book sign-
ing at the Tenth Inning in Hampton 
February 6.

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

Lancaster High’s varsity girls bas-
ketball team continued its unbeaten 
streak last Tuesday with a North-
ern Neck District opening win over 
Colonial Beach. 

The varsity Lady Devils are now 
9-0 overall and 1-0 in the district. 

Andrea White scored 31 points to 
lead Lancaster over Colonial Beach, 
72-42. 

The Lady Devils took an 11-point 
lead in the first quarter with six 
points each from White and Jasmine 
Moody. 

Lancaster opened up a 12-point 
halftime lead with a 26-12 run in 
the third quarter. White contributed 
11 points and Ashley Ransome eight 
in the run.

Ransome and Moody each fin-
ished with 13 points. 

Lyndsey Graves scored 20 points 

to lead the Drifters.    
Lancaster will play its second 

district game tonight (January 14) 
against the Essex Lady Trojans in 
Tappahannock. The Lady Devils 
will host Middlesex Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19, in their last non-district 
game of the season. 

Junior varsity
Anesha White (Andrea’s sister) 

scored 10 points as Lancaster rolled 
to a 40-9 win over the Drifters. 

The Lady Devils took a 20-4 lead 
in the first half after holding the 
Drifters scoreless in the first quar-
ter. 

Colonial Beach put up four points 
in the second quarter and five in the 
third, but went cold from the floor 
again in a scoreless fourth.

Sharda Beane put up eight points 
for Lancaster and Jalisa Walker 
added five points. 

If the Lancaster-Colonial Beach 
game last Tuesday had been a boxing 
match, it would have been stopped in 
the first round. 

The varsity Devils won by a 
55-point margin in their Northern 
Neck District opener, whipping Colo-
nial Beach 82-27.

Joseph Betts scored more than the 
entire Drifter squad, putting up 31 
points in three quarters to lead Lan-
caster. Betts scored 17 of his team’s 
38 points in the first half.

The Devils blew the game open 
in the third quarter with a 31-8 run 
that put them up 69-25. Lancaster’s 
defense held the Drifters to 10 points 

in the second half and stifled them 
from the floor in the fourth.

Travis Cundiff hit Colonial Beach’s 
only field goal in the final period. 
Michael Jackson led the Drifters with 
10 points. 

Jihad Howard added 10 points for 
Lancaster, which tallied scoring from 
all but two of its 12 players. 

Lancaster.....................16  22  31  13 — 82
Colonial Beach............7  10    8    2 — 27
Lancaster — Gibson 11, Shephard 2, Noel 
6, S. Lee 7, Mullen 2, McCray 2, C. Lee 
9, Howard 10, Betts 31, Jenkins 2. Three-
point goals: Betts 2, C. Lee. 
Colonial Beach — Cundiff 4, McDowney 
3, Jackson 10, Smith 4, Roberson 4, Phil-
lips 2. 

Girls varsity basketball
Lancaster 72, Colonial Beach 42
Girls JV basketball 
Lancaster 40, Colonial Beach 9
Boys varsity basketball
Lancaster 82, Colonial Beach 27

Upcoming Games
Boys basketball
(JV games 6 p.m., varsity 7:30 p.m.)
Friday, January 15:
Essex at Lancaster
Colonial Beach at Northumberland
W&L at Falls Church
Middlesex at Mathews
King & Queen at King William 
Chesterfield Community at Charles City
Surry at Windsor
Sussex at Franklin
Saturday, January 16:
Middlesex at Northumberland
King George at Colonial Beach 

Tuesday, January 19:
Lancaster at Middlesex
Girls basketball
(JV games 6 p.m., varsity 7:30 p.m.)
Thursday, January 14:
W&L at Rappahannock
Lancaster at Essex
Northumberland at Colonial Beach
King William at King & Queen
Mathews at Middlesex
Friday, January 15:
Falls Church at W&L
Windsor at Surry
St. Margaret’s at King & Queen
Franklin at Sussex
Saturday, January 16:
King George at Colonial Beach
Thursday, January 21:
Rappahannock at Lancaster
Wrestling 
Thursday, January 14:
Lancaster Tri 

SCORE BOARD

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

White sisters hit the hoops
to lead Lady Devils’ wins

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

Devils pound Drifters, 82-27

The Knights of Columbus and Ven-
turing Crew #212, both of St. Francis 
de Sales Church in Kilmarnock, will 
sponsor an annual free throw compe-
tition for boys and girls ages 10 to 14 
years.

The event will be held at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, January 17, at the Northern 

Neck Family YMCA in Kilmarnock.
This is a nationwide Knights of 

Columbus event promoting youth and 
community involvement, where win-
ners may advance to regional events, 
said Donna McGrath. Registration 
forms are available at the welcome 
desk at the YMCA.

Free throw competition
hits the nets this Sunday 

n Yoga Day
To celebrate Yoga Day USA, regis-

tered yoga teacher Suzanne Best will 
host two free workshops January 23. 
The first is a modified power yoga class 
at the Northern Neck Family YMCA 
from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. Donations will 
benefit the guardian program.

The second is a gentle flow yoga and 
guided meditation session from 1:30 
p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Bay Center for Spir-
itual Development in Kilmarnock. Light 
refreshments will be offered afterward. 
Pre-registration is required by January 
22. Call 435-4020, or email info@bay-
spiritualdevelopment.com. Donations 
welcomed.

n Fishing Derby
Registration is now open for the 

2010 Reedville Fishing Derby June 
11 and 12. Sponsored by Smith Point 
Sea Rescue, the derby is hosted by 
Buzzard’s Point Marina in Reedville. 

The derby pays out over $25,000 in 
cash prizes for catching striped bass, 

n Nature photography
Nature Photography with Matthew 

Asai will be offered from 1 to 3 p.m. Jan-
uary 30 at Belle Isle State Park, accord-
ing to Charlene Talcott.

The class will emphasize photograph 
composure and artistry, how to use set-
tings on the camera, and incorporate 
tools for nature photography. A portion 
of the class will be conducted outside, so 
dress for the weather. Reservations are 
recommended; call 462-5030.

bluefish and croaker. For entry forms, 
visit smithpointsearescue.com.

SPORTS SHORTS

Six pairs played the Howell Move-
ment December 28 at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone.  Winners were 
first, Cynthia Birdsall and Virginia 
Adair; and second, Ilva Doggett and 
Shirley Crockett.

BRIDGE 
RESULTS
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We accept
used motor oil and 

hydraulic oil. 
Drop-off 8 AM - 5 PM

DAVIS  Auto 
Sales, Inc.

Kilmarnock, VA • (804) 435-1818

ATTENTION:
Faye’s Mart in Irvington 

now carries 
NON ETHANOL PLUS GAS!

RIP-RAP
& ARMOR STONE  

INSTALLATION

Road Building 
Lot Clearing

Stone • Mulch

GLENN LESTER CO., INC.GLENN LESTER CO., INC.
WICOMICO CHURCH, VA    

FREE ESTIMATES
Call (804) 580-2020 •  Toll Free 1 (888) 827-4400

“Locally Owned Business for over 30 years”

Packaging Solutions
                             Wrap-it • Pack-it –Ship-it

Chesapeake Commons Courtyard 
N. Main Street (next to Peebles) 

Kilmarnock • 435-9315
New Store Hours
  Mon-Fri 10-5

1st Month FREE!
All Weather Storage

5x5 to 10x15
Climate Controlled
Sprinkler System

Surveillance System

S
to
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g
e

In 2006 Golf Digest voted King Carter the Best 
Affordable Public Golf Course in America

Now we want the Best Affordable Membership as well!

FOR A LIMITED TIME
Take advantage of our TRIAL MEMBERSHIP that al-
lows all the advantages and benefits of Full Membership

• Inititation Fees Waived*   • Low Monthly Dues*
• Practice Range Included   • Cart Plans Available

CALL THE PRO SHOP TODAY FOR DETAILS
804-435-7842 OR EMAIL
golf@kingcartergolfclub.com

* Subject to Availability and Approval. Special Restrictions Apply

EXTENDED OFFER

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon - January, 2010

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 75%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

PM times are in boldface type

Fri. 1/15

Sat. 1/16

Sun. 1/17

Mon. 1/18

Tue. 1/19

Wed. 1/20

Thu. 1/21

Fri. 1/22

Sunrise 7:19
Sunset 5:10
Moonrise 7:30
Moonset 5:42

Sunrise 7:19
Sunset 5:12
Moonrise 8:00
Moonset  6:41

Sunrise 7:18
Sunset 5:13
Moonrise 8:27
Moonset 7:39

Sunrise 7:18
Sunset 5:14
Moonrise 8:52
Moonset 8:36

Sunrise 7:17
Sunset 5:15
Moonrise 9:16   
Moonset 9:33

Sunrise 7:17
Sunset 5:16
Moonrise 9:39   
Moonset 10:31

Sunrise 7:16
Sunset 5:17
Moonrise 10:04
Moonset 11:31

Sunrise 7:16
Sunset 5:18
Moonrise 10:31

High 1:01 1.1’
Low 7:30 0.0’
High 1:20 1.1’
Low 7:53 0.0’

High 1:37 1.1’
Low 8:10 0.1’
High 1:55 1.1’
Low 8:28 0.0’

High 2:17 1.1’
Low 8:53 0.2’
High 2:34 1.0’
Low 9:06 0.0’

High 3:01 1.1’ 
Low 9:43 0.2’
High 3:18 0.9’
Low 9:50 0.0’

Low 4:57 -0.1’
High 11:04 1.3’
Low 5:37 -0.1’
High 11:14 1.0’

Low 5:36 -0.1’
High 11:39 1.2’
Low 6:12 -0.1’
High   11:50 1.1’

Low 6:15 -0.1’
High 12:13 1.2’
Low 6:46 -0.1’

High 12:26 1.1’
Low 6:52 0.0’
High 12:47 1.2’
Low 7:19 -0.1’

www.rrecord.com
Your online avenue for local news

The Record Online
Serving the Northern Neck

Windmill Point Marina
Windmill Point Marina has 96 brand new 
boat slips to rent for the 2010 season. These 
slips range from 25 feet to 60 feet with some 
larger side ties. 

Windmill Point Marina just fi nished two new 
swimming pools and a hot tiki bar in 2009 
and is ready for your boat.

New water and electrical utilities are in 
place with new pump out facilities and com-
plete safety equipment.

Call Dave Gohsman at 804.436.1818 or 
804.296.6063 for slip information.

“Bring your boat home to Windmill Point Marina, 
where it should be!”

Swaffin family presents trophy to school
A trophy commemorating former golf coach Fred Swaffin III is now on display in the Lancaster High School trophy case. 
Charlotte Swaffin presented the trophy in memory of her late husband to principal Lori Watrous Monday. The trophy has 
20 nameplates which will be engraved each fall with the name of the golfer receiving the Fred A. Swaffin III Golf Team MVP 
Award. The trophy was donated to the school by Swaffin’s sister, Catherine S. Howard of Austin, Texas. From left are golf team 
members Tensley Clowser, assistant coach Craig Smith, Andi Mayer, Robert Crowther, Megan Mayer, Logan Nonnemacker, 
Charlotte Swaffin, Richard Bunnell, Lori Watrous and Jason Hodges. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Ryan Parker, the son of Bob 
and Patricia Parker of Callao, 
received his Eagle Scout Award 
January 9 at Bethany Baptist 
Church. 

Parker is a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 250, sponsored by 
the church. He is a sophomore 
at Northumberland High School 
where he is co-captain of the golf 
team, a member of the academic 
team and plays saxophone in the 
marching band.  

Parker’s scouting accomplish-
ments include 25 merit badges, 
79 nights camping, 79 miles 
hiking and 99 hours of commu-
nity service, said Scoutmaster 
Bob Parker.  

His Eagle Scout project con-
sisted of building an additional 
nature trail behind Northumber-
land High School that connects to 
the existing nature trails and plac-
ing signs and educational boxes 
on the entire nature trail system, 
said Scoutmaster Parker. He has 
completed Boy Scout National 
Youth Leadership Training, 
earned the 50-miler award while 
completing a whitewater canoe 
trip on the New River in 2008 and 
will attend the 2010 Boy Scout 

National Jamboree in Caroline 
County.

Parker has received the Marine 
Corps League Good Citizen 
Award, a commendation from the 
Virginia Senate, resolutions of 
recognition from the Northum-
berland Board of Supervisors 
and Rep. Robert Wittman, and a 
handmade wooden scout clock 
from Troop 250.  

After graduation from Nor-
thumberland High School, he 
plans to pursue a degree in his-
tory and hopes to play golf at the 
collegiate level.

Parker earns Eagle rank

Ryan Parker

 Belle Isle State Park will 
host a series of Winter Warm-
ers classes and workshops 
during January, February and 
March.

All classes begin at the Visi-
tor Center Environmental Edu-
cation room unless noted, said 
Charlene Talcott.  Most of the 
series offerings are free; the 
fee is noted where applicable. 
A parking fee of $2 per car on 
weekdays and $3 per car on 
weekends applies. For reserva-
tions, call 462-5030.

Nature Photography with 
Matthew Asai will be offered 
from 1 to 3 p.m. January 30. 
Asai will emphasize compo-
sure and artistry, how to use 
settings on the camera, and 
incorporating tools for beauti-
ful nature photography. A por-
tion of the class will be con-

ducted outside, so dress for the 
weather. Class space is limited 
and reservations are recom-
mended.

John Smith Trail with 
Danette Poole will be offered 
from 1 to 2 p.m.  February 2. 
The Capt. John Smith Chesa-
peake National Historic Trail 
is the first national water trail, 
and the Northern Neck is part 
of it. Find out more about pad-
dling, fishing, sightseeing, and 
other aspects of the trail, and 
local sites that Capt. Smith 
documented on his explora-
tions.

Invasive Plants and What 
Homeowners Can Do with 
Sandy Spencer will be offered 
from 10 to 11 a.m. February 
11

Native plants provide habi-
tat, food, and shelter for birds 

and other animals.  Sev-
eral introduced plants have 
crowded out natives, and pose 
a threat to local animals. Learn 
how to spot invasives and what 
to do once you spot them. 

Naked Tree Walk with Rich 
Steensma will be offered from 
10 a.m. to noon Februray 16. 
Participants will learn how 
to use branch patterns, bark 
texture, and other methods 
to identify trees.  Winter pro-
vides a wonderful time to 
learn about trees as their true 
forms are more evident when 
they are “naked,” or without 
their leaves.  The program will 
be outside, so dress for the 
weather. Class will meet at the 
car top canoe launch area.

Wildlife Mapping with Lou 
Verner will be offered from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 6. 

Six-and-half tables of 
bridge were in play January 
6 at Rappahannock Westmin-
ster-Canterbury.

Winners north/south were 
first, Joe and Beverly Oren; 
second, Cynthia Birdsall and 
Dianne Monroe; and third, 
Virginia Adair and Judy 
Peifer.

Winners east/west were 
first, Ronnie Gerster and 
Alice Slember; second, Jane 
Hughes and Helen Kinne; 
and third, Elaine Weekley and 
Judy Reynolds.

The next bridge for this 
group is February 3 at 1 p.m.

The Wildlife Mapping Work-
shop leads to qualification as 
a state Wildlife Mapper. The 
workshop covers the basics of 
species identification, habi-
tat identification, use of field 
guides, pinpointing geographic 
locations, and the simple 
reporting protocol used for 
data submission. Some outdoor 
fieldwork is included. Bring 
binoculars and field guides and 
wear appropriate field clothes.  
A $25 per person fee is charged 
for materials.  Families, cou-
ples, or others sharing materi-
als pay a single $25 fee.  Pre-
registration is required at  dgif.
virginia.gov/wildlifemapping/
workshops.asp.   

Geocaching will be offered 
from 10 a.m. to noon March 
30. Geocaches are little trea-
sure troves located throughout 
the park. Find out how to use 
a GPS (Global Positioning 
System) receiver, how to find 
Geocaches and record the finds, 
and more about this new phe-
nomenon sweeping the coun-
try and play some games. GPS 
rentals are $8 each, and can be 
shared by several people.

Spring Skies with Kathy 
Miles will be offered from 7 
to 10 p.m. March 18. Ancient 
people used the stars for calen-
dars and much more. See how 
the many people interpreted the 
skies and how they affect our 
modern calendars.  Find out 
about some of the spring con-
stellations and other celestial 
events, followed by an astro-
nomical viewing if weather 
permits.

State park to offer activity series

BRIDGE 
RESULTS
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Advertising, Call 435-1701

Show the one you love, just how much you care !
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Questions? Call 435-1701 ext. 19, KC Troise

Five tables of duplicate 
bridge were in play Decem-
ber 29 at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone.

Winners north/south were 
first, Betty Fay Lewis and 
Ginger Klapp; and second, 
Judy Peifer and Virginia 
Adair.

Winners east/west were first, 
Liz Hargett and Tot Winstead; 
and second, Jim Hazel and Al 
Jodrey.

The next bridge for this 
group is January 21 at 1 p.m.



•Great tax deduction benefit
•Free pick up

•Donations benefit area youth
• YMCA •Local Boy & Girl Scout Programs

•Lancaster H.S. Key Club
•March of Dimes •Boys & Girls Club

•Many other local youth programs

Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids  

Foundation, Inc.

Call 1-804-435-2703 or
1-804-462-7018
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President Elizabeth Hinton 
“Sissy” Crowther of Rappa-
hannock Community Col-
lege asked college founders, 
community leaders, and RCC 
representatives to clink their 
glasses in celebration January 
9 at 12:30 p.m. to mark the 
date and time of RCC’s 40th 
anniversary.

The group assembled for 
a lunch at Bethpage Camp-
ground in Urbanna. That date 
and time in 1970 marked the 
first meeting of the original 
College Board and the begin-
ning of the college’s existence. 
Crowther summarized its his-
tory of service and described 
plans for its future.

In September 1969, repre-
sentatives of the 13 Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula 
counties met with Dr. Dana 
Hamel, first chancellor of the 
then three-year-old Virginia 
Community College System 
to choose board members for 
a Northern Neck area commu-
nity college. 

They met at the Urbanna Inn 
the following January to make 
plans for the new institution, 
which they named “Rappah-
annock Community College.” 
Two members of the original 
group, Patty West of King 
William County and Helen 
Murphy of Westmoreland 
County, attended the January 9 
celebration.

In September 1971, 433 
students enrolled at the just-
finished Glenns Campus. By 
1975, the college was well 

established as a workable alter-
native to four-year institutions, 
with 2,500 students attending 
both campuses. 

Over the last six years, 
RCC’s enrollment has grown 
37 percent. The latest figures 
for the 2008-09 academic year 
show 4,500 students taking 
credit coursework, and another 
2,500 participating in work-
force training. 

Crowther attributes the col-
lege’s success to its efforts to 
make its programs relevant to 
students’ needs, to its insti-
tutional technology,  ranked 
first in the state and fourth in 
the nation, and to guaranteed 
admission agreements that 
assure RCC graduates of easy 
transfer to Virginia’s best uni-
versities. “We are the first two 
years of William and Mary, 
UVA, JMU and 31 others,” 
Crowther said.

RCC’s workforce develop-
ment programs also are thriv-
ing. In Fall 2009, RCC received 
the “Vendor of the Year” award 
from Canon Virginia, recogniz-
ing the college’s training pro-
gram for Canon’s new plant in 
Newport News which employs 
1,100 workers. This award has 
never before been given to an 
educational institution. 

The college also has weath-
ered state budget downturns of 
30 percent over the last three 
years. However, efficient use 
of available funds has enabled 
it to expand nursing and engi-
neering programs while private 
scholarships and fund raising 

Rappahannock Community College celebrates 40th anniversary

From left are former Governor Linwood Holton and the col-
lege’s founding president, Dr. John H. Upton.

by the RCC Educational Foun-
dation assure student access 
and activities. 

Crowther is optimistic about 
the college’s future, noting that 
both campuses will receive 
extensive renovation over the 
next two years. New instruc-
tional spaces and new student 
centers are planned. She would 
like to see more public use of 
the campuses, an enhancement 
of community life. 

To secure the next 40 years 
for the college, Crowther 
says RCC will ensure student 
access by building scholarship 
endowments and expanding 
the science and health wings 
to accommodate instruction 
needs.

One reason for this optimism 
is the major gift campaign, 
“Soaring Together,” that RCC 

has been conducting in recent 
months. Already $2.8 million 
has been raised to be applied 
toward college projects, 
including a General Scholar-
ship Endowment Fund that will 
be available to meet needs not 
covered by specific donations. 
Crowther announced that this 
campaign will now be open to 
contributions from the public 
with a goal of raising $3 mil-
lion by the end of April. 

“This is the first time we 
have ever asked individuals in 
the community to support spe-
cific projects at the college,” 
Crowther said, adding that if 
the college is to continue being 
exceptional, the whole com-
munity must become involved. 
To donate, call 804-333-6707. 

Singled out for special 
praise were foundation board 

president Chip Minor and dean 
of college advancement Victor 
Clough, under whose leader-
ship the foundation’s assets 
have increased from $1.7 mil-
lion to $4.4 million. 

Crowther also stressed the 
college’s debt to Dr. John H. 
Upton, its founding president, 
for setting high expectations. 
“You set a tradition that con-
tinues,” she told Upton.  

Former Governor Linwood 
Holton spoke about the 1960s 
and ‘70s that led to the cre-
ation of the Virginia Commu-
nity College System and RCC. 
“I had more money than you 
could shake a stick at,” he said, 
referring to the sales tax insti-

tuted by Gov. Mills Godwin. “I 
could build more colleges than 
any other governor.” He con-
siders his nickname, “High-
tax Holton,” something to be 
proud of because of  what he 
accomplished with the funds at 
his disposal.

Also attending were former 
RCC student R. Michael McK-
enney, now serving as Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Judge 
for the 15th Judicial Circuit of 
Virginia. He described the ben-
efits he gained from his RCC 
associate of science degree, 
opening opportunities beyond 
working on the water, on a 
farm, or at a sawmill.

Northern Neck State Bank 
(NNSB) recently awarded a 
grant for $1,500 to Partners 
for Lancaster County Schools 
Foundation.

The grant will support the 
engineering and design of an 
affordable rental housing proj-
ect for local members of the 
workforce. Along with funds 
from several other sources, the 
grant will help fund the proj-
ect’s $164,000 engineering and 
design phase.

“Northern Neck State Bank 
is pleased to help Partners 
Foundation develop afford-
able rental housing for teach-
ers, nurses and healthcare, 
law enforcement, and munici-
pal/county employees,” said 
Northern Neck State Bank 
senior vice president Wayne 
Penick. “Our bank is active 
in financing residential units 
throughout the region, and 
we recognize the critical need 
for affordable housing in this 
community.”

Penick further noted the 
majority of existing housing in 
the area consists of single-fam-
ily detached dwellings, and the 
supply of multi-family hous-
ing units is extremely limited. 
Many teachers, nurses, and 
others cannot afford the $850 
to $1,000 rental rates of single-
family homes, he added.

Bank awards grant to Partners’ project

From left are Lancaster Middle School teacher Tara Booth, 
Northern Neck State Bank senior vice president Wayne Penick, 
Partners for Lancaster Schools Foundation board member 
Ron Mihills and foundation president William Warren.

“We believe Partners’ ini-
tiative will offer affordable 
rental housing to members of 
our workforce who, otherwise, 
could not afford to live in our 
area,” said Penick. “Partners’ 
initiative will make it possible 
for workforce persons to live in 
modern, attractive rental hous-
ing and to establish themselves 
within the community.”

“We are impressed with 
Northern Neck State Bank’s 
continued exceptional support 
of charitable initiatives within 

our community,” said Partners 
board member Ron Mihills. 
“The financial support that they 
are providing will enable us to 
continue our efforts to develop 
affordable rental housing for 
essential workforce personnel. 
In addition, the Northern Neck 
State Bank grant continues to 
demonstrate that we have the 
strong community support 
necessary to be considered by 

large grant-making organiza-
tions.”

“Our foundation is very 
appreciative of the grant made 
by Northern Neck State Bank,” 
said Partners president Wil-
liam Warren. “It will help us 
achieve our goal to provide 
affordable rental housing for 
teachers, nurses and health-
care, law enforcement, and 
county/municipal employees. 
To date, we have made remark-
able progress having secured 
$551,500, which is about 79 
percent of the funds needed 
for our project. Our success is 
largely due to the generosity 
of organizations like Northern 
Neck State Bank that are will-
ing to make investments in the 
communities in which they do 
business.” 

Partners plans to construct 
two buildings, each with eight 
apartment units, explained 
Warren. Each unit would 
include two bedrooms, two 
baths and 1,000 square feet of 
floor space. The complex will 
be off Church Street in Kil-
marnock.

Donations may be made to  
Partners Foundation, P. O. Box 
144, Irvington, VA 22480.

Reach Your Audience
with RRecord.com

If you do business in the Northern Neck and nearby, 
the audience you need to reach is with us. RRecord.
com welcomed 11,512 unique visitors who viewed 
108,559 pages in a recent 30-day period. Getting 
your message to our readers could make the differ-
ence between success and failure for your business 
in 2010.

 
Call 804-435-1701 and make it happen.

The Lions clubs serving 
Lancaster, Mathews, Middle-
sex and Northumberland coun-
ties sponsor the Bland Music 
Scholarship.

They are looking for gifted 
young people in the vocal or 
instrumental area who would 
be interested in winning a musi-
cal scholarship, according to 
Pam Kidwell of the Lancaster 
Lions Club. The competition 
will be January 30 at 2 p.m. at 
the Lower United Methodist 
Church in Hartfield.

Under the aegis of the Lions 
organization, the Bland Foun-
dation has been providing 
performing opportunities as 
well as scholarships to gifted 
music students, both vocal and 
instrumental, since 1948, said 
Kidwell.

The purpose of the founda-
tion is to promote cultural and 
educational opportunities for 
the musically talented young 
people in Virginia (primar-
ily of high school age), said 
Kidwell. This goal is achieved 
through progressive competi-

tions, beginning in January, at 
the local Lions Club level, and 
culminating in May in a com-
petition among 12 finalists. 
The Bland Foundation over-
sees the competitions and pro-
vides $18,000 to the 12 final-
ists. The scholarships must be 
used for college tuition, music 
lessons, summer music pro-
grams or other music educa-
tion endeavors.

James Bland, an African-
American, was a popular 
composer in the late 1800s. 
In 1948, the Lions of Virginia 
were instrumental in having 
Bland’s composition, “Carry 
Me Back to Old Virginny,” 
adopted as a state song. To 
honor this prolific writer of 
Americana, the Lions wanted 
to create a “living monument.” 
“Carry Me Bacy to Old Vir-
ginny” is now the state song 
emeritus.

To register for the Bland 
competition, contact Kidwell 
at pam.kidwell@bankevb.
com, or 436-1905 after 5 p.m., 
or 435-2850 during the day.

Bland competition set January 30

n Homeschool Moms
On Thursday, January 21, the Homeschool Moms Group will 

meet at 7 p.m.  at the Lancaster Community Library Meeting 
Room. This group is intended for both seasoned homeschool 
moms and new homeschool moms. Snacks will be provided. 

SCHOOL REPORT
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Workforce Development

For more information,
or to register, call Warsaw: 333-6828 or Glenns: 758-6750

When People Grow ...
so does their business!Basic Contractor

This 8-hour course is designed to provide the business man-
agement skills for contractor license applicants to be successful in 
business as well as in tak ing the “A” and/or “B” contractor licens-
ing tests in Virginia. Texts  are included in the course cost.
Jan. 30 8 AM–5 PM  Warsaw Campus   $200

Need Nonprofit Funding?
Jan. 25 Grant Writing 9 AM– 4 PM  WC $35

Defensive Driving
DMV and the National Safety Council recognized program to 

conduct driver improvement for volunteers, court directed and 
DMV directed drivers. Call for additional information.
Jan. 23 9 AM-6 PM  Glenns Campus   $76

Day Care Providers
These programs target both the new caregiv-

ers and educators who want to join the field, 
and the existing professional who wants to 
move from good to great.

Policies & Contracts
Examine all facets of policies and contracts including their 

impact on parents, caregivers and children. Covers a multitude of 
topics including mandating reporting, emergency preparedness, 
health and safety, custody and legal issues, etc.
Jan. 16 9AM–3 PM Warsaw Campus   $49

TLC for Tiny Tots: Infant/Toddler Development Needs
Developmentally appropriate practice for infant/toddler pro-

grams. Understand how programs and relationships can impact 
early development and support early learning for all children 
including those with special needs.
Jan. 23 9AM–3 PM Glenns Campus   $49

Next Generation of Leaders
We are pleased to present a six-session training program to devel-

op the next generation of leaders. Identified by area business leaders 
as a critical need, this program builds quality leadership skills. 

Location: Glenns Campus
Time:  2:00 - 6:00 PM
Cost:    $250.00 per person for all 

  six sessions  
T / Feb. 2 Peer Today, Boss Tomorrow – This session 
helps new leaders address their evolving relationships with col-
leagues, outlines strategies to help new leaders make the success-
ful transition from moving from peer to boss.  
T / Feb.  9 WorkSmarts – Participants will discover the 
value of building effective relationships by demonstrating posi-
tive attitudes, and the value of personal initiative. Techniques for 
establishing clear communications will also be taught.  
T / Feb. 16 Everybody Wins – This session will focus on 
turning conflict into collaboration. The training examines the 
causes of and reasons for workplace conflict and provides specific 
strategies for resolving conflict.  
T / Feb.  23 A. C. T. with Integrity – New leaders often 
encounter ethical issues without being prepared to respond in 
ways that meet the high standards of an organization and adhere 
to existing laws. This session introduces participants to a variety 
of ethical dilemmas facing the workplace today and explores ex-
isting policies and procedures related to ethics and compliance.  
T / March 2 Essential Skills – Examines the critical com-
ponents of managing change in the workforce. It provides strate-
gies for handling change and how to problem solve. Communi-
cation, time management and work ethic concerns are reviewed.  
T / March 9 Generations – Closing the six-session training 
module is a session designed to closely examine the key charac-
teristics of the existing four-generation workforce.  Future leaders 
will gain insights, strategies, and skills that will help minimize 
generational conflict and strengthen collaboration.  

Helping to fulfill your career resolutions in 2010!

But at last, quality, reasonable, reliable and prompt help is available., quality, reasonable, reliable and prompt help is available. One of 
the area’s fi nest custom home builders, the area’s fi nest custom home builders, R. J.Vaughan, is now also providing

quality work and free written estimates on the spot on all types of home repairs,quality work and free written estimates on the spot on all types of home repairs,
maintenance and room additions.maintenance and room additions. Fully licensed and insured.

CARPENTRY - DRYWALL - ROOFING - CARPENTRY - DRYWALL - ROOFING - KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES
SCREEN PORCHES - WINDOWS - DOORS -  WINDOWS - DOORS - GUTTERS - TRIM - CAULKING

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR RAIL REPLACEMENT - EXTERIOR RAIL REPLACEMENT - SIDING - WOOD ROT - DECKS

SmallSmallSmallJobsJobsJ UseUseU dsedse ToToT Be
AABigBigProblem!Problem!P

Serving The Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula . (804) 776-8746

R. L. SELF
TIMBER, INC.

Lively Wood Yard
Excavating  •  Lot Clearing  •  Landscaping

Site Planning  •  Hauling  •  Roads & Driveways
Grading  •  Erosion Control  •  Stone & Mulch

Rip Rap Installation & Repairs  •  Basements
Timber Harvesting  •  Wood Recycling

Fax (804) 462-7037 • 6088 Mary Ball Rd, Lively, VA

MULCH & STONE SALES
Hours: M-Sat 8-4:30pm • Sun noon-4pm

(804) 462-7913

ustom
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Since 1986

1281 Good Luck Rd.  
Kilmarnock 
435-2709

• All types of 
cabinets
• Custom

Corian 
Counters

• Laminate and
all woods

• Designing
Available

“Quality is our Business”

n Discovery Lab
A marine mammals Discov-

ery Lab will be held from 6 to 
8 p.m. Tuesday, January 19, at 
the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science at Gloucester Point.

The Discovery Lab will 
include a hands-on blub-
ber game, marine mammals 
skeletal parts found in the 
area, games on what makes a 
mammal, and other children’s 
activities. Register at vims.edu/
events, or call 684-7878. 

n Govenor’s Award
Gov. Tim Kaine recently 

announced 153 Virginia public 
schools have earned the 2010 
Governor’s Award for Educa-
tional Excellence. The award 
is the highest honor under the 
Virginia Index of Performance 
(VIP) incentive program cre-
ated by the Board of Education 
in 2007 to advance his “com-
petence to excellence” agenda 
promoting advanced learning 
and achievement.

Northumberland Elementary 
School is among those so hon-
ored.

Nurse aides graduate  

Nine nurse aides graduated December 15 from RCC in Warsaw. From left are (front row) nurse 
aide instructor Susie Lewis, evening programs coordinator Petie Norris, Virginia Employment 
Commission (VEC)  representative Len Stewart, Ashley Rockwood, Charlotte Slater, Amanda 
Herbert, Shanay Gray, Lakia Bryant, Catherine Naumoff, Phyllis Tate, Kimberly Smith, Heather 
Fox and VEC representative Kathy Garrett.

Nine nurse aides graduated December 17 from Rappahannock Community College in Glenns. 
From left are Virginia Abbott, Glenns Campus dean Nuala Glennon, Mary Clarke, Tracie Daniels-
Bose, Loretta Epps, Nichole Brandon, Ashley Owens, Stacy Whaley, Michael Quell, nurse aide 
instructor Natalie Johnson and Lisa Washington.

Chesapeake Academy will 
host three “Discovery Days” 
this winter to bring early 
childhood and elementary 
school families together with 

The Rappahannock Music 
Study Club, a member of the 
National Federation of Music 

Clubs, is offering a $1,000 schol-
arship to high school seniors, 
including homeschoolers, who 

Discovery Days are here again
enriching age-appropriate 
activities centered on popular 
children’s literature or a spe-
cifi c theme.

Discovery Days are spon-
sored by the Early Childhood 
and Lower School teachers 
at Chesapeake Academy and 
are free to all families in the 
community.

Sessions will be held from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. for ages 4 
to 7. The fi rst session will 
be January 23 and focus on 
winter-themed books, includ-
ing Snowballs, by Lois Ehler. 
Activities to reinforce the 

tale of deep snow adventure 
may include child-led retell-
ings of the story through the 
creation of sculpture and 
poetry, theatrical re-enact-
ments, mathematical games 
relating to symmetry, sizing 
and sequencing, cooperation 
games, science experiments 
involving insulation, thaw-
ing, and freezing as well as a 
miniature cooking class.

 Chesapeake Academy will 
host additional Discovery 
Days February 27 and March 
20. To reserve a space, call 
438-5575.

SCHOOL 
REPORT

Music study grant applications available

The Northumberland 
County Bills, Beaks & Hooves 
4-H Club meeting was called 
to order January 7 by presi-
dent Logan O’Bier. This was 
the first meeting for 2010.

Other club officers present 
were vice president Heather 
Kirby, secretary Alexis 
Simpson, treasurer Sarah 
Haynie,  historian Mallory 
O’Bier, parliamentarian Eliz-
abeth Bowen and reporter Ty 
Kirby.

Since this was the planning 
meeting for the coming year, 

Ty Kirby will serve as the 
Northumberland County 
Bills, Beaks & Hooves 4-H 
Club reporter for 2010.

Northumberland 4-H Club meets
by Ty Kirby

Preschoolers make ornaments 
Bethel preschoolers recently made ornaments and cards for 
the residents of the Lancashire. From left are (front row) 
teacher Susan Jett, Seamus Fearing, Madison Davis, June 
Franklin, Madison Webster, Ewan Scott and teacher Beth 
Selph; (next row) Collin Darrall, Jameson Scott, Max Bowen, 
A.J. Walker, Rob Oliver and Ethan Parks.

n GED testing
The Essex GED Testing Pro-

gram will administer the GED 
test February 6 at the school 
board offi ce in Tappahannock. 
Candidates may register by 
January 27 at the school board 
offi ce in their county of resi-
dence specifying the Essex site, 
or at the Essex school board 
offi ce.

 The fee for a candidate 
taking the entire test for the 
fi rst time will be $45. The fee 
for retests is $7 each.

Job seekers in Rappahannock 
Community College’s service 
region will soon be able to tap 
new online resources.

The Virginia Community Col-
lege System (VCCS), the Library 
of Virginia, and “Lyrasis” (a 
regional organization for libraries 
and information professionals) 
are creating a customized collec-
tion of more than 250 electronic 
books and reference materials, 
explained Librarian of Virginia 
Sandra G. Treadway.

The collection will include 
information on careers, business, 
test-taking strategies, résumé 
writing, and many other subjects. 
It will supplement existing offer-
ings at libraries across the state, 
said Treadway.

“Virginia’s public libraries 
increasingly are seen as the place 
to fi nd the resources needed 
to learn about a new or better 
career,” said Treadway.

Initial access to the collection 

will be available at any commu-
nity college or public library in 
Virginia, through a link on these 
libraries’ online catalogs. Users 
will be prompted to establish a 
free account which will allow 
them to reach the site, on future 
occasions, from any computer 
with internet access.

“Through technology, we are 
able to supplement the tradi-
tional ‘hands on’ assistance that 
is provided on our campuses,” 
said VCCS chancellor Dr. Glenn 
DuBois. “In these times, we want 
people who are job hunting to 
have as many resources as pos-
sible.” 

Virginia’s Community Col-
leges Workforce Development 
Services used federal stimulus 
funding through the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
to support this effort to provide 
information for its students, as 
well as for other job seekers, he 
said.

everyone got a chance to 
bring their ideas up for dis-
cussion. The members came 

up with a lot of fun and good 
activities such as having a 
bonfire marshmallow roast, 
cook-out, pool/beach party, 
bowling and a fun night/
talent show.

Educational activities will 
include Hippology Contests, 
Horse Bowl, Presentation 
Night, guest speakers, county 
fairs, horse shows and live-
stock projects.

The club thanked the His-
toric Tavern Foundation for 
having a new, large American 
flag available for meetings.

The next meeting will be 
held February 4.

are planning to continue the study 
of music in college this fall.

Open to residents of all North-
ern Neck counties, this scholar-
ship can be renewed for all four 
years of a student’s career, said 
scholarship chair Kathleen Hurli-
man. Applicants must have musi-
cal talent and reasonable profi -
ciency, a good academic record 
and need fi nancial assistance to 
further their education.

A performance audition is 
required.

Application forms will be avail-
able from the  guidance depart-
ments in all high schools or from 
the Rappahannock Music Study 
Club; call 435-2189. The dead-
line for applications is March 15.

Free online career
info is coming soon

Brain Bowl is back
Team CSFS won the fi rst fi fth-grade Brain Bowl of 2010 at 
Lancaster Middle School last week. Teammates, from left, are 
Destiny Carter, Mary Frere, Devin Smith and Natalie Smith. 
Brain Bowl is held every Friday at 9 a.m. in the LMS Theater. 
The public is invited. Brain Bowl is funded in part through a 
grant from the Lancaster County Education Foundation, said 
sponsor Robin Blake.

Spread the

Love
Adver t i se  wi th  us !

435-1701
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“Practical landscape designs for your environment”
Renovation Pruning-Fruit Tree Pruning

Vegetable Garden Planning
B.S. Ornamental Horticulture

Licensed and Insured
804.693.4165

We conduct Estate Sales
We take quality consignment

We do appraisals
NEW: We sell Custom Built Farm Tables

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street (across from the school)

Kilmarnock, VA
www.virginia-antiques.com

804-435-1207 or 1800-497-0083

Bank of Lancaster was 
pleased and honored to host a 
special reception for the win-
ners of the 2010 Bank of Lan-
caster Calendar, according to 
president and chief executive 
officer Austin Roberts.

Roberts welcomed everyone 
and thanked those who partici-
pated in the third annual photo 
calendar contest. He also con-
gratulated the photographers, 
all of whom are amateurs, on 
their magnificent photos, noting 
that their photos were selected 
from over 240 entries.  

Assistant vice president and 
marketing officer Kylie Brans-
ford supervised the project. 
She also thanked everyone for 
participating in the contest and 
making the calendar what it is – 
“a true reflection of the beauty 
of our area.”  She asked each of 
the winners to provide a brief 
description of their photo and 
what inspired them.
Cover shot 

The cover photo was taken 
by grand winner Leslie Krom 
of Wake, said Bransford. She 
had the opportunity to capture 
a beautiful field of sunflow-
ers at Merryvale Farm in Del-
taville. Her son came home 
from work and told his mother 
that she should take her camera 
and check out the sunflowers 
they had planted. Leslie had 
never seen a field that size full 
of blooming flowers. She made 
several trips to shoot pictures 
and the winning photo was 
taken just before the flowers 
began to fade.         
Monthly shots

January’s photo is from Bud 
Disney of Burgess, said Brans-
ford. He captured a photo of 
The Tavern in Heathsville 
covered in a light snow as it 
would have appeared 200 years 
ago. Disney is a second time 
winner.  

February’s photo is from 
Laura Dent of Callao, said 
Bransford. The snow was 
light enough to be able to see 
the colors of the trees and the 
opposite shoreline of the creek. 
Dent is a third time winner. 

March’s photo is from David 
Gwaltney of White Stone, said 
Bransford. His photo captures 
life returning to Stringray Point 
as an osprey is flying home 
with its fresh catch. 

April’s photo is from Joy 
Gwaltney of White Stone, said 
Bransford. She captured a but-
terfly that seems to be enjoying 
the fragrance of blossoms on a 
lilac bush in Deltaville. 

May’s photo is from Bob 
Wilson of Reedville when he 
was aboard the Reedville Fish-
ermen’s Museum’s buy boat, 
Elva C, on an early morning 
near the Great Wicomico Light, 
said Bransford. He was able to 

From left are (front row) Jay Coleman, Cyndie Smith,  Leslie Krom and Mark Washburn; (next 
row) Kylie Bransford, Cathy Rowe, Bob Wilson, Ethel Doggett, Bud Disney, Joy Gwaltney, Gail 
Butler and Laura Dent; (next row) Edgar Doleman, Jessica Anthony, Hennie McGonegal, Jill 
Worth, David Gwaltney and Austin Roberts.

Bank calendar winners are honored

n Job workshops
The Virginia Employment 

Commission will host an inter-
viewing technique workshop at 
10 a.m. January 13; a budgeting 
and personal finance workshop 
at 10 a.m. January 19; and a sur-
viving job loss workshop at 10 
a.m. January 21.

Workshops will be held at 
the Re-employ Virginia Center 
at 4274 Richmond Road in 
Warsaw.

n Centers closed
In honor of Lee-Jackson 

Day and Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day, all Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) customer service 
centers will be closed Friday, 
January 15, and Monday, Jan-
uary 18. All customer service 
centers will be open Saturday, 
January 16.

n Census jobs
The U.S. Census Bureau 

is hiring for the 2010 census. 
The temporary, part-time jobs 
offer good pay, flexible eve-
ning and weekend hours, and 
the chance to work near home. 
Call 1-866-861-2010, or visit 
2010censusjobs.gov.

n Legal aid
 John R. Rellick of Rappahan-

nock Legal Services will visit 
First Baptist Church at 3585 
Courthouse Road near Heaths-
ville, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Thursdays, January 21, February 
4, February 25, March 11 and 
March 25, to meet with appli-
cants from Northumberland and 
Lancaster counties seeking free 
legal services.

Tt is preferred that appli-
cants contact the Tappahannock 
office in advance at 443-9393, 
or 1-800-572-3094, to deter-
mine eligibility for services and 
reserve an appointment time. 

n Starting a business
The Rappahannock Region 

Small Business Development 
Center will offer a  First Steps 
to Starting a Business workshop 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. January 26 
at the Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission office at 
457 Main Street in Warsaw. 

Preregistration is required by 
January 22. The fee is $30. Call 
333-0286, 800-524-8915, or 
email bhaywood@umw.edu. 

n Hypertension
Northern Neck Middle Pen-

insula Telehealth Consortium 
(NNMPTC) will broadcast an 
educational program on hyper-
tension with Randy Ferrance 
MD, a Hospitalist in Internal 
Medicine and Pediatrics at Riv-
erside-Tappahannock Hospital, 
from 10 to 11 a.m. January 28. 

The free program will be avail-
able by video conferencing at the 
Lancaster County Health Depart-
ment in Lancaster, Middlesex 
County Health Department in 
Saluda, The Northumberland 
County Health Department in 
Heathsville, Rappahannock 
General Hospital in Kilmarnock 
and other sites. RSVP to Andrea 
Fricke at  443-6286.

BUSINESS 
BRIEFS

n Real Dirt
Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-

tion recently launched The Real 
Dirt, a video blog, on YouTube 
(TheRealDirtVA) and VaFarm-
Bureau.org to share information 
about its legislative concerns.

The weekly blog contains 
one-minute video commentar-
ies from some of Farm Bureau’s 
36,000 producer members, as 
well as from staff who work in 
relevant specialty areas. 

The 2009 Little Angels, sponsored by Dorenda Alcombrack and 
Brenda Shirah of The Doll House in Kilmarnock with the River 
Bears Club, distributed more than 1,300 filled cups this year to the 
elderly in 10 counties.

The program served Bay Aging’s Meals-On-Wheels program, 
apartments in Port Town Village, Tartan Village, Daffodil Gardens, 
Active Lifestyle Centers, three adult day break centers and other 
organizations like the Charter House in Kilmarnock, nursing homes 
and others, said Shirah.

Lap blankets, bed blankets, clothing, mugs filled with warm 
treats and gifts were delivered to residents of Lancaster, Middlesex, 
Mathews, Northumberland, Essex, Richmond, Westmoreland and 
Gloucester counties and West Point, she said. Additional gifts were 
distributed by Health Services and other volunteers throughout the 
counties.

Shirah thanked the community for its support. The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Newport News donated 40 
filled mugs and 39 throws. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints in Kilmarnock made and donated lap blankets and 
wrapped many gifts. The Rivah Bear Club donated and filled over 
400 cups and members made afghans and lap blankets along with 
donations of gifts from residents and businesses in the area. Girl 
Scout Troop 3202 filled 200 cups as their service project, said 
Suzanne Keyser, scout leader.

“With so many seniors in the area that are alone with no family 
or their family living far away, there is nothing more satisfying than 
the look on their faces when they receive a gift for Christmas,” said 
Shirah.

“These gifts are for some the only thing they get for Christmas,” 
said Deloris Thomas of Bay Aging.

Small Christmas stockings are now being collected for next year. 
Stockings can be dropped off at The Doll House. A goal has been 
set for 1,000 stockings. To volunteer, call Shirah at 436-9033.

Patrons who bought a sofa 
or an antique chest last month 
at Chesapeake & Crescent in 
Kilmarnock also sent a child 
to camp. Those who purchased 
Christmas gifts also sent them 
to dozens of disadvantaged 
children, said owner Paula Per-
rone-Thomasson.

The fund-raising event 
resulted in $3,000 donated 
to the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA Guardian Program. 
For an entire month during the 
store’s peak holiday season, 
Perrone-Thomasson donated a 
portion of every purchase.

Perrone-Thomasson has vol-
unteered time and provided 
financial support to the YMCA 
for some five years and donated 
a $10,000 shopping spree to 
her store in 2008. This year she 
also donated a twin bedding set 
to the YMCA Festival of the 
Trees.

“Paula is not only an asset 
to our community, but also a 
guardian  angel to our YMCA,” 
said co-director of develop-
ment, Susan Johnson.  

Steven M. Reiss, an archi-
tect in Irvington, is writing a 
series of articles on houses in 
the Northern Neck and their 
owners. The idea for these 
articles began while Reiss was 
cycling with friends through 
the quiet roads of Lancaster 
County on one of his regular 
weekend rides.

 “I found that I was look-
ing at the history of American 
architecture right here on the 
Northern Neck,” said Reiss. 

Many houses, regardless of 
when they were built, have 
interesting stories behind 
them and each one has a story 
to tell, he said. There is the 
history of a house’s construc-
tion and renovation, but there 
are also tales of families who 
have made these places their 
homes. Renovations, changes, 

additions and restorations that 
homes have undergone often 
reflect something important 
about each family that has 
owned a place, he said. 

He plans to write about how 
people change their houses 
and how houses can change 
people, said Reiss. 

He will explore area back 
roads on his bicycle look-
ing for interesting places, 
old and new, large and small. 
He plans to tell the stories of 
some of these in a series of 
articles for TheLocalAccent.
com. The first of his accounts 
is posted on the SCOOP page 
this month. 

To share a house story, con-
tact Reiss at 438-6139, or ste-
venr0520@yahoo.com.  Indi-
cate name, address, telephone 
number and best times to call.

From left are Girl Scout Troop 3202 members Katherine 
Keyser, Elizabeth Flynn, Katelyn Keyser and Marina McGrath. 
Carol Davis also helped fill cups.

Little Angels effort 
reaches 1,300 seniors

Paula Perrone-Thomasson 

Promotion
raises $3,000
for YMCA

capture the energy of harvest-
ing the trap as the dip net was 
hoisted and the sun cleared the 
horizon and turned the water 
droplets to gold.

June’s photo is from Gail 
Butler of Deltaville, said Brans-
ford. She captured a mirror 
image in Hunton Creek of a 
Great Blue Heron as it pauses 
for a drink while searching for 
dinner.  Its beauty is only sur-
passed by its grace as it stalks 
its prey.

July’s photo is from Ethel 
Doggett of Richmond, said 
Bransford. When she crossed 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge, 
the sun was just setting over 
the pier.  She drove down to 
the beach and photographed 
a couple enjoying some late 
afternoon fishing while cap-
turing the light from the set-
ting sun in the reflection of the 
water. Doggett is a second time 
winner.

August’s photo is from Jay 
Coleman of White Stone, 
said Bransford. Fascinated by 
nature’s fury, he watched the 
oncoming storm that produced 
tornado warnings. The unusual 
yet beautiful sky caught his 
eye as he was driving towards 
Windmill Point. Coleman is a 
third time winner.  

September’s photo is from 
Laurie Stevens Bond of Chris-
tiansburg, said Bransford. 
The leaves illuminated by the 
morning sun provided a natural 
backdrop for the grape clus-
ters captured by Bond at White 
Fences Vineyard in Irvington 
during a visit to her home town 
of Kilmarnock.  

October’s photo is from Edgar 
Doleman of Heathsville, said 
Bransford. Observing water-
men’s  long hours of oyster 
dredging, reef building, and 
crabbing on the Great Wicomico, 
Doleman photographed a dead-
rise in the gold tones of dawn. 
Through this image, he sees a 
greater value in a waterman’s life 
- man in harmony with his world 
and his labors. 

November’s photo is from 
Jessica Anthony of Colonial 
Beach, said Bransford. She and 
her husband were on Maddox 
Creek one fall day and as they 
came around a bend, they star-
tled a flock of mallard ducks. 
She was able to capture a stun-
ning image of the ducks in 
flight as they flew away.  

December’s photo is from 
Jill Worth of Irvington, said 
Bransford. Her favorite B & B 
(breakfast and bird watch) is 
in their dining room overlook-
ing Old Mill Cove. On a snowy 
morning, a pair of cardinals 
joined her as she had her coffee 
and they fed each other sun-
flower seeds getting snow on 
their beaks. 

Extra shots
There were also eight honor-

able mentions, said Bransford. 
Herb Aman of Irvington shot 
Typhoons as they were cross-
ing the starting line in a spring 
regatta on Carter’s Creek.

Jay Coleman of White Stone 
captured childhood memories 
of a boathouse where he and his 
father would get chum on the 
way out of Cockrell’s Creek. 

Mark Washburn of Colonial 
Beach shot a stunning lighten-
ing storm from his backyard 
overlooking the mouth Rosier 
Creek and the Potomac River.

Leslie Krom of Wake cap-
tured a frog hiding in a crinum 
lily in the pond in her front 
yard.

Hennie McGonegal of White 
Stone captured bluebirds at her 
home.

Cathy Rowe of White Stone 
photographed a pier and boat-
house on Taylor’s Creek on a 
cool, fall day.

Cyndie Smith of Reedville 
shot a glowing, autumn-col-
ored closing of a beautiful fall 
day on Bridge Creek.

Bill Hutchins of Colonial 
Beach photographed Parker’s 
Marina on Monroe Bay.

“The beauty of the photos 
have made the calendar what it 
is and I want to thank each one 
of you for participating,” said 
Bransford. 

The winners were the first 
to receive printed copies of the 
2010 Bank of Lancaster Calen-
dar. Bransford also reminded 
them to keep their cameras 
handy to get ready for the third 
annual photo contest for the 
2011 calendar.  

Calendars are still available 
at all Bank of Lancaster offices, 
in limited quantities. 

Architect to document area houses             HEAT PUMP NOT KEEPING UP?
CALL US FOR A
FREE QUOTE

ON A NEW 
CENTRAL

HEATING SYSTEM
“Be sure to ask about the  warranty - The best in the industry.”

11080 Gen. Puller Hwy.

Hartfi eld • 776-9724



C6  •  January 14, 2010           RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD       Kilmarnock•Virginia
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Chesapeake Commons Shopping Center

After a million-dollar, year-
long renovation,  KC’s Crabs 
& Cues at 10428 Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway north of Kil-
marnock opened in May 2009 
and has been going strong ever 
since, according to co-owner 
Kelley Dameron. The restaurant 
is open daily for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner.

“If somebody wants to eat, we 
are open,” said Dameron. “It is a 
great place to meet people.”

Dameron and her husband, 
Cecil, of Wicomico Church 
purchased the 8,000-square-
foot building from Capt. John 
Lowery of Reedville in Febru-
ary 2008. Built in 1950, it was a 
Moose Lodge until 1973, when 
Lowery converted it into Cap’n 
John’s Antiques.

A spotter pilot for the menha-
den industry, Cecil Dameron also 
owns Dameron Seafood, a crab-
bing operation based on Penny 
Creek. He approached Lowery 
more than 15 years ago, accord-
ing to Kelley, with the idea of 
buying the property. 

“Cecil had the idea that he 
wanted to open a pool hall and 
have someplace to sell his crabs,” 
said Kelley. 

When Lowery retired, he kept 
his promise to give the Dam-
erons first refusal. They didn’t 
hesitate to purchase the property 
and invest substantial funds com-
pletely modernizing the systems 

From the clack of the break to the crack
of the claw, new restaurant offers it all

Cecil and Kelly Dameron opened the Crabs and Cues 
restaurant in May.

and converting the interior into 
a spacious dining room, kitchen, 
fresh seafood deli, full bar and 
pool room.

“We did a lot of research,” 
said Cecil Dameron. “We felt we 
could do better with the seafood 
than other places. We have been 
lucky doing as well as we have. 
The economy is tough right now 
and environmental regulations 
added a lot of cost that we had 
to pay. But we have met a lot 
of nice people and made some 
great friends.”

The facility has nine pool 
tables, 12 big-screen televisions, 
40 employees, seating for 100 
diners, a fire code capacity for 
331 people, weekly entertain-
ment and a menu described by 
kitchen manager Thomas Pear-

son IV as “fresh seafood with 
local and southern fare.”

Pearson said they do between 
200 and 400 dinners on a week-
end or busy night. He is a gradu-
ate of the Johnson and Wales 
Culinary Institute in Norfolk. He 
worked for eight years with the 
Tangier Island Cruise Line and 
eight more with the Mt. Holly 
Steamboat Inn. He said 85 per-
cent of his menu is homemade. 

Kelley Dameron’s grandfa-
ther, Loren Landman, opened 
Cole’s Point Tavern in the 1950s. 
She worked in various establish-
ments in her youth, she said. The 
Damerons’ sons, Forrest, Clay-
ton and Brad, are involved with 
the business.

“We all do it all,” said Kelley 
Dameron.

Although by law they could 
allow smoking because there is a 
wall between the pool room and 
the dining room, the Damerons 
decided to make the restaurant 
completely smoke free. They 
also have a dress code. No baggy 
pants, no hats on backwards, no 
cut off t-shirts and no bathing 
suits are allowed, according to 
Kelley Dameron.

“It’s kind of like eating at your 
mom’s table,” she said. “We are 
definitely a family place.”

The restaurant features all you 
can eat shrimp on Wednesdays, 
prime rib on Thursdays, a brunch 
buffet Sunday mornings and a 
seafood buffet Sunday evenings, 
which includes a pound of snow 
crab legs.

Pool is offered daily and there 
is a nine ball tournament on 
Mondays, American Pool Asso-
ciation tournament on Tuesdays 
and an eight ball tournament on 
Wednesdays. 

Musical entertainment is 
offered four nights a week. 
Wednesday is karaoke night. On 
Thursdays, singer and keyboard-
ist J.B. Brooks plays. On Fridays, 
D.J. Keith O’Bier is featured. On 
Saturdays, different bands play.

“We are still figuring this all 
out right now,” said Kelley Dam-
eron. “We’ll keep adding things. 
We want to add more games like 
shuffleboard and darts. People 
can keep up with us on Facebook 
and our website when I get it fin-
ished.”

by Starke Jett

Award-winning celebrity chef 
Tom Colicchio, who hosts Top 
Chef on the Bravo network, 
recently visited the Northern 
Neck.

Colicchio, a five-time James 
Beard Award winner and many 
times Restaurateur of the Year,  
and two of his associates were 
guests at the Hope and Glory 
Inn in Irvington.

His show was nominated this 
year for an Emmy for Best Real-
ity TV Show, competing with 
The Great Race, Dancing with 
the Stars and American Idol.

Colicchio was touring the 
East Coast visiting with vendors, 
friends and restaurateurs. His 
attraction to the Northern Neck 
was Travis and Ryan Croxton, 
owners of Rappahannock River 
Oysters, who were the recipients 

of the 2005  Food & Wine Mag-
azine “Tastemaker’s Award.” 

The Croxtons supply Colic-
chio’s restaurants with their oys-
ters which are grown off bottom, 
positioned squarely in a water 
column where food quality and 
quantity are greatly improved, 
explained inn owner Dudley Pat-
teson. By this process, the oys-
ters grow faster, richer, plumper 
and rounder. The Croxtons mon-
itor salt and temperature levels, 
guard against predators, cull out 
slow growers and misshapen 
shells - all to ensure that Colic-
chio provides a consistently 
healthy, attractive, and succulent 
oyster to his patrons from Los 
Angeles to New York.

The Hope and Glory Inn is a 
Food & Wine Magazine Recom-
mended Hotel.

From left are Hope and Glory Inn owner Dudley Patteson, vice 
president of operations and new business Katie  Grieco, Chef 
Tom Colicchio, Hope and Glory Inn owner Peggy Patteson 
and the Pattesons’ “chef-in-training,” grandson Hunter 
Hollingsworth, who served breakfast to the Top Chef.

Top Chef visits area

Barrack honored
Sarah Barrack has been selected 
as the Rappahannock General 
Hospital Employee of the Month 
for January.  Barrack works in 
the Emergency Department. 
She also works part time at 
Heads Up Hair Works.  

Eric N. Miller D.D.S.

®

Let us give you something 
to smile about in 2010!

A healthy body starts with healthy teeth and gums.
Call our office today to schedule a dental checkup.

Accepting New Patients
Monday – Thursday, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

5372-A Old Virginia Street • Urbanna

(804) 758-1103 •  www.ericmillerdds.com

Furniture artisan Andrew 
Pitts of Heathsville was 
awarded an honorable mention 
in the Custom Woodworking 
Business 2010 Design Port-
folio Awards competition for 
a custom cabinet in the resi-
dential furniture, freestanding 
category.

The piece was featured in 
the December 2009 issue of 
Custom Woodworking Busi-
ness Magazine and on the 
Custom Woodworking Busi-
ness Magazine website, wood-
workingnetwork.com.

The piece, “Sideboard Cab-
inet,” was custom made for a 
Northern Neck client using 
walnut from a tree they had 
felled last year.

“I worked closely with my 
clients to design this piece, 
modifying the various options 
before we settled on the final 
design,” said Pitts. “I used 
computer-aided design (CAD) 
software to draw realistic ren-
derings and make detailed 
design drawings. I could also 
draw the 3-D home space the 
piece would fit into so we 
could visualize exactly what 

Furniture maker earns honorable mention

“Sideboard Cabinet” by 
Andrew Pitts

it would look like in its final 
environment.”

With the exception of the 
quilted maple veneer on the 
door and back panels, all 
the wood used in the cabinet 
was local hardwood that Pitts 
milled himself with his Wood-
Mizer sawmill and dried in 
his solar drying kiln.

Competition for the award 
was stiff, with only six win-
ners and 18 honorable men-
tions in the various catego-
ries. The awards program 
was sponsored by Custom 
Woodworking Business Mag-
azine, the exclusive trade 
publication wholly dedicated 
to serving the custom wood-
working market. The Design 
Portfolio Awards program 
judges custom woodwork on 
the basis of appearance and 
quality of construction, with 
emphasis on design creativity 
and functionality.

Pitts’ work can be seen at 
the Studio Gallery in Kilmar-
nock, or AndrewPittsFurni-
tureMaker.com. A pictorial 
essay of how he made this 
piece appears on the website’s 
“Work in Progress” feature.

To buy reprints of our 
photos, look for this 
button on RRecord.


