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The Reedville Fishermen’s Museum and the Tidewater Chapter of the Antique and Classic 
Boat Society held their Antique and Classic Boat Show September 12. Spectators enjoyed 
barbecue, shopped the vendor booths and got a close-up look at the boats before watching a 
waterfront parade of classic and antique boats along Cockrell’s Creek.  At right, Laurel Corner 
of Coles Point examines an inlaid, hand-built kayak.  Photos by Reid Pierce Armstrong

History remains afloat in Reedville

KILMARNOCK—Sometimes, one 
person can make a difference. 

Frustrated by the newly shortened 
hours at the U.S. Post Office in Kil-
marnock, businessman and town 
planning commission member Steve 
Bonner started circulating a petition 
around town last week. 

The post office recently changed its 
hours due to budget cuts to open an 
hour later (at 10 a.m.), and close for 
lunch from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The counter closes at 4:30 p.m. 

“This was not just affecting people 
that reside in Kilmarnock, it was 
affecting those that work here as well. 
When people rode by the post office 
on their way to work at 8 or 9 a.m., the 
post office was not open. When they 
came back by at 5 p.m., they were 
closed for the day. This left the middle 
of the day, lunchtime, for people to 
use the facility,” Bonner said.  

Bonner stood in front of the post 

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster and 
Northumberland schools were among 
those nationwide to delay airing a tele-
cast of President Obama’s speech to 
school kids September 8.

Because the speech fell on the chaotic 
first day of school in Virginia, Lancaster 
opted to show the speech later in the 
week. However, that decision did not sit 
well with at least one resident.

“What was the thought process that 
led us to the decision not to air the presi-
dent’s speech to our kids?” Lloyd Hill 

Area schools delay broadcasting of president’s speech
by Audrey Thomasson asked members of the school board 

Monday night. “All he was talking about 
was working hard, staying in school 
and following your dreams. When you 
consider some of our schools are not 
what we’d like them to be and that we 
seem to think disadvantaged kids are 
the reason for some of the low scores…
why would we not put a disadvantaged 
person up as a role model to let our kids 
know that ‘you too can do well?’”

According to superintendent Susan 
Sciabbarrasi, the state superintendent 
of schools required parents be notified 
of the speech and its content so they 

could choose to opt out of the broad-
cast for their children. Since the speech 
was given the first day of classes, notice 
could not be sent home in advance of 
a live broadcast, but most students saw 
the speech on Friday.

“Why would we allow five parents 
to dictate for the whole school?” Hill 
replied.

He suggested those children should 
have been separated out to allow the 
others to hear the speech at the same 
time the rest of the world was hearing 
it.

High school social studies teacher 

Cabell Westbrook assured Hill that 
high school classes saw the video on 
Friday and that only one student in his 
class opted out. 

“We discussed the speech and the 
charges President Obama gave them,” 
Westbrook said.

Board chairman William Smith 
closed the discussion by saying there 
was no intent to keep students from 
hearing the speech, but that the issue 
was more about timing.

In Northumberland, students viewed 
the speech on Wednesday. Superinten-
dent Clint Stables said this gave parents 

a chance to opt out and it gave teachers 
a chance to incorporate the speech into 
the curriculum.

The speech showed at all three 
schools and parents of only two stu-
dents opted out, he said.

Stables said he received two calls 
of complaint. One came from a parent 
who indicated the students should have 
viewed the speech on Tuesday. The 
other came from a parent who didn’t 
think the speech should be shown at 
all.

Everything went very smoothly, 
added Stables. 

CLARAVILLE—Northumberland 
started its new school year with 1,430 stu-
dents enrolled, about 40 pupils more than 
predicted in the budget.

Riding on a high from great test scores 
last year, a shiny new building, and a 
win on the new football field Friday, the 
school year seemed like it was off to a 
stellar start. 

But, snafus with the new building 
caused some headaches last week beyond 
the normal first-week chaos.

Parents and students at Northumber-
land High School were frustrated last 
Tuesday when students arrived to lunch 
without account numbers, said superin-
tendent Clint Stables. 

“The high school didn’t get those 
numbers to their parents on time. It was a staff 
mixup,” he said.

Students at the middle school received their 
account numbers before the first day of school 
and those lunch lines moved smoothly, but the 
high school students were slow moving through 
line. With three shifts of 100 to 140 students to 
feed in only 27 minutes, there were still students 
standing in line when the bell rang for the next 

period. 
“As a parent, not even mentioning the other 

hat I wear, I’m very upset,” said supervisor 
Tommy Tomlin. 

Adding to the confusion, Stables said, was the 
addition of choice. Students now have several 
entree options when they go through lines. To 
prevent waste, the cafeteria staff were filling 
trays as the orders were made. Some students 
simply had a hard time making up their minds 

and caused delays in the line.
High school assistant principal Martha Hicks 

said the issues in the lunchroom have improved 
this week now that students have memorized 
their numbers. The school ordered a few more 
tables for the cafeteria and the staff is prepar-
ing trays in advance to speed up the process. 
With two lunch lines, rather than the one they 
had at the old school, students are able to finish 

Students and faculty settle into new
school facilities following rocky start

Fans came out to cheer on the Northumberland 
Indians during the varsity football team’s first game 
on its new, well-lit field. The home team not only took 
the first touchdown, but won the game. See page C1.

As serene as Northumberland’s new school looked at sunset Friday, it wasn’t without its turmoil 
last week, including traffic backups and long lunch lines.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong

HEATHSVILLE—Times are tough 
and tough times mean more people can’t 
afford health insurance. 

The Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic is feeling the pinch this year as an 
increase in utilization and under-fund-
ing has pushed it over budget by about 
$300,000. 

Northumberland citizen Kitty Creeth 
read about some of the issues in the 
newspaper recently, and even though 
she doesn’t volunteer with the clinic, she 
decided to help. 

Last week, Creeth appeared before the 
Northumberland board of supervisors 
armed with some statistics.

She noted that this year the clinic 
requested a contribution of $67,660 from 
Northumberland County, an amount 
based on usage from its citizens. 

 The clinic provided more that $1.2 
million in health services to Northumber-
land residents alone last year, she said. 

The board only approved a contribu-
tion of $56,069. 

Only 22 percent of the clinic’s budget 
comes from local government contribu-
tions, she added. The rest is made from 
donations. 

Creeth urged the board to make an 
emergency contribution to the clinic to 
help it serve people during this difficult 
time. 

“These are working class people, 
people who make $24,000 a year work-
ing in construction. They don’t qualify 
for welfare and they can’t afford health 
insurance,” she said. “These are people 
who are trying their best to make a go of 
their lives.”

Creeth also noted that some 50 to 60 
volunteers at the clinic come from Nor-
thumberland. 

“Step up to the plate,” she said. “Your 
contribution would help deflect these 
costs and would help leverage the other 
counties to do the same.”

On a motion by supervisor Joe Self, 
the board of supervisors unanimously 
approved an additional contribution 
of $11,590 to make up the difference 
between what was requested and what 
was authorized. 

“We do realize the good that the clinic 
is doing,” Self said. 

The courtroom broke into applause 
after the motion passed. 

Northumberland
ups ante for clinic

by Reid Pierce Armstrong

Kilmarnock post office resumes lunchtime hours
by Reid Pierce Armstrong office at lunch hour one day and 

watched people come into the front 
lobby only to discover the post office 
was closed. 

“People were floored, angry, upset 
and just unbelieving that they couldn’t 
buy stamps or 
send packages in 
the middle of the 
day,” Bonner said. 

In the course 
of several hours, 
Bonner acquired 
more than 150 sig-
natures requesting 
that the post office stay open during 
lunch. He also asked the planning 
commission to pass a resolution 
requesting that the post office recon-
sider its hours. 

The next day, Bonner contacted 
Laurie Critchfield, manager of post 
office operations, and lodged his com-
plaint. 

“I told her that I had the petition, was 
getting a resolution and had spoken 

with Rep. Rob Wittman about the office 
being closed from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.,” 
Bonner said. “I indicated that I could 
stop here before it got too serious.”

Bonner noted that the post office 
stays open on Saturdays with just one 

person at the coun-
ter and asked why 
they couldn’t do 
the same thing 
during lunch. 

C r i t c h f i e l d 
investigated the 
issue and called 
Bonner back a 

few hours later with the news that the 
Kilmarnock post office would now stay 
open during lunch. 

“We do want to be responsive to the 
needs of the community,” said Critch-
field.

“A lot of people I talked to said ‘Do 
you really think this is going to make a 
difference?’ This just goes to show that 
one determined person can make a dif-
ference,” Bonner said. 

“This just goes to show that 
one determined person can 
make a difference.”
—Steve Bonner, Kilmarnock

Public urged
to participate
in RiverRide
The Lancaster County Chamber 

of Commerce and the North-
ern Neck Chapter of BikeWalk 
Virginia will present the fourth 
annual Northern Neck RiverRide 
September 25 through 27.

The public is urged to participate 
in this event, according to event 
coordinator Edie Jett. Whether 
a cyclist or a volunteer, this is a 
great opportunity to meet and net-
work with over 700 other cyclists 
from all over the state.

“So grab a friend, group or club 
and come out for a weekend of fun 
and fellowship,” said Jett. 

For information on how to get 
involved, contact Jett at 435-6092, 
or visit riverride.org.

SCHOOL, continued on page A2

International Day of Peace is Monday
The Bay Center for Spiritual Development in Kilmarnock will host 
related events Sunday and Monday. For details, read the advance on 
page A6.



InsideNews   September 17, 2009
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Newsroom Staff:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@rrecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@rrecord.com
Reid Pierce-Armstrong

extension 22, rarmstrong@rrecord.com
William R. Fix, copy editor

extension 24, editor@record.com
Audrey Thomasson, correspondent

athomasson@rrecord.com, 435-1739

Advertising Staff:
(address e-mail to mail@rrecord.com)

Sara Amiss, manager
extension 13

K.C. Troise, extension 19
Marilyn Bryant, extension 11
Joanna Hatch, extension 15

Production Staff:
(address e-mail to mail@rrecord.com
Wayne Smith, Mgr., extension 26

Sarah Bowis, extension 17
Susan Faulkner, extension 18

Joan Ramsay-Johnson, extension 17
Gloria Bosher, extension 17

Brenda Burtner, extension 16

Publishing/Business Staff:
Frederick A. Gaskins, president
extension 20, fgaskins@rrecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@ssentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, accounts payable

extension 21, koliver@rrecord.com
Kim Kent, accounts manager

extension 14, ardesk@rrecord.com
Ann Shelton, accounts manager

extension 12, mail@rrecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@rrecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $25 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $36 per year elsewhere. 
Single copy: $.75.

appahannock
 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482 and additional mailing office. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association.

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and 
then the employee’s extension when 
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

Mark Curran
Mortgage Representative

Kilmarnock

 “Ask Us
About A Loan

Today!”

Anchoring financial dreams for 100 years=
EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER 1-866-593-2200  www.nnsbva.com  Member FDIC    

Quality health
plans from a
company you 
can count on.

Call your local Authorized 
Anthem agent today to
learn more.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna, and the area east of State 
Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An 
independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®Registered marks Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Association.

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com

F o u r t h  A n n u A l

Northern Neck 
RiverRide

Kilmarnock, Virginia   September 25-27, 2009 
www.riverride.org

09-NRR-006_spokesad_8-25.indd   1 8/25/09   3:48:58 PM

their meals and have time to talk 
and socialize during their lunch 
period, Hicks said. 
Traffic jam

Traffic flow issues created an 
even greater problem on Aca-
demic Lane during the first week 
of school, Stables said. 

“On rainy days, parents don’t 
want to make their kids wait at the 
bus stop,” Stables said. “Probably 
30 to 50 percent more parents 
drive their kids to school when 
the weather is bad.”

The extra traffic turning into 
the parent drop-off loop caused 
major backups along Academic 
Lane all the way to Route 360 on 
Tuesday and Thursday last week, 
Stables said. 

“At one point there was a 6- to 
7-minute wait for cars on Route 
360,” he said. 

Cars heading out of the parent 
drop-off loop toward the elemen-

Liquidation Sale
Oriental Rugs and Runners

Once In a Lifetime Opportunity

Everything must go regardless of price
All are Genuine Handmade Oriental  Rugs from Iran, 

Pakistan, India, China
Thousands to choose from in all sizes 2x3 to 12x18

$1 MILLION IN INVENTORY MUST GO
55% to 75% OFF

ENTIRE INVENTORY - ONE DAY ONLY
AT AMERICAN LEGION KILMARNOCK
882 WAVERLY AVE.  RT. 608  OFF RT. 3

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 10 AM - 5 PM
COME TO THE SHOW - NAME YOUR PRICE

Due to the bad economy, we are commissioned  
to liquidate a large collection of Persian and  
Oriental rugs in the USA (for the VA BANK)

ANY REASONABLE OFFER WILL NOT BE REFUSED.

Please note:  If you are looking for a Persian rug for 
investment as well as practical function to make your 
room more beautiful and more welcoming, this is the 

liquidation sale you are looking for.

We will accommodate you for almost  
any size rug and color that you want.

WE BUY AND EXCHANGE OLD RUGS.

301-412-3009

Terms:  Cash or check.  Visa, MasterCard, American Express

Bring this ad for door prize

School adjustments
continued from page A1

the teachers arrive at school and 
several students have acciden-
tally used those doors to enter the 
building. Students are supposed 
to use the two main doors when 
they arrive at school. 

Signage also is being posted 
over the main doors directing 
visitors to enter through the office 
while school is in session. The 
main doors are supposed to be 
locked once classes begin. Maps 
have been ordered for the front 
entrance to help guide people 
through the building. 

Verizon’s problems transfer-
ring the phone lines from the old 
school to the new schools, which 
caused quite a few headaches, 
were finally resolved, Stables 
said. 

Most of these issues are well 
on their way to being resolved, 
Stables told the school board 
Monday. 

“I would like to thank everyone 
for helping with the move. Things 
ran really smoothly, almost like 
we had a plan that worked well. 
As you walked through the halls 
last week there were teachers 
teaching and students learning.”

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning com-
mission will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight (September 17) for a 
work session on the zoning 
code. 

The commission meets in 
the General District Courtroom 
at 39 Judicial Place in Heaths-
ville. 

This month, the commission 
will review area regulations. 

KILMARNOCK—Town 
council on Monday, September 
21, will discuss  changes to a 
property maintenance ordi-
nance. The meeting will begin 
at 7 p.m. in town hall.

Council member Rebecca 
Nunn will present text amend-
ments intended to reduce blight 
in neighborhoods and give offi-
cials the power to cite owners 
of dilapidated structures and 
visible junk on property.

As proposed, offenders would 
be notified by letter and given 
15 days to correct the problem 
or face legal action and fines. 
According to Nunn, the town 
also would have the authority 
to clean up the property at the 
owner’s expense.

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will hold a public 
comment session on a proposal to 
enter into a public/private partner-
ship to provide a public boat ramp 
and fishing pier on Antipoison 
Creek in Palmer. 

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. Thursday, September 24, in 
the General District courtroom.

Plans for the ramp facility call 
for a 20-year lease with the trustee 
of the property, David W. George. 
The county would pay $5,000 
per month, which totals some 
some $60,000 a year in fees. The 
fee arrangement would increase 
every five years for a total cost to 
taxpayers of $1,236,000 over the 
course of the lease arrangement. 
However, county officials say 
the property would be subject to 
county property taxes. 

The one-acre parcel is at 202 
Antirap Drive off Windmill Point 
Road.

Other agenda items include a 
public hearing to consider minor 
modifications to commercial 
zoning districts C-1 and C-2 to 
better define permitted uses and 
protect residential areas. 

A separate hearing will address 
a proposed amendment to the 
zoning ordinance to define small 
windmills as a source of alterna-
tive energy dedicated to uses such 
as wind-driven water pumps or 
electric generators. As proposed, 
a special exception permit would 
be required to install a small 
windmill.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission will continue 
a discussion of permitted uses 
in the limited industrial zoning 
district at 7 p.m. tonight (Sep-
tember 17) in the General Dis-
trict courtroom at the county 
courthouse.

Land use director Don Gill 
will present recommended 
changes for member review that 
reflect today’s standards and 
usage for industrial zoning.  

A public hearing will be held 
on an application from James 
K. and Cherri D. Seldon to 
change the zoning district clas-
sification from general agricul-
ture to general residential on a 
0.84-acre parcel.

They are seeking the change 
to acccommodate an indi-
vidual manufactured home for 
a family member at 190 Twin 
Branch Road near Browns 
Store.

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 9:30 
a.m. September 22 at the VMRC 
Headquarters, 2600 Washington 
Avenue, in Newport News.

The morning habitat hear-
ing docket includes a Lancaster 
County project. The Beach Cove 
Condo Owners Association is 
seeking authorization to con-
struct two 180-foot-long quarry 
stone breakwaters, an 80-foot-
long stone breakwater and a 
50-foot-long stone spur, and to 
extend and armor two existing 
stone and concrete lock groins 
with quarry stone. Plans also call 
for the placement of 2,800 cubic 
yards of beach-quality sand over 
26,500 square feet (.06 acre) of 
state-owned subaqueous bottom 
on the Rappahannock River near 
Windmill Point.

A public hearing is set at noon 
regarding the 2009-10 oyster har-
vest season.

As proposed, the Rappahan-
nock River Rotation Area 3, 
would be open for harvesting oys-
ters from November 1 through 30 
and Rappahannock River Rota-
tion Area 5, from December 1 
through 31.

The Rappahannock River areas 
8 and 9, the Great Wicomico 
River Hand Scrape Area, the 
Upper Chesapeake Bay (Black-
berry Hangs Hand Scrape Area), 
the York River and Mobjack Bay 
Hand Scrape areas, and Deep 
Rock Patent Tong Area (Lower 
Chesapeake Bay), would be open 
from December 1 through Febru-
ary 28, 2010.

The James River Seed Area, 
including the Deep Water Shoal 
State Replenishment Seed Area, 
would be open from October 1 
through April 30, 2010.

The James River Hand Scrape 
Area and Thomas Rock Hand 
Scrape Area, would be open 
November 1 through January 31, 
2010. 

Tangier – Pocomoke Sounds 
Rotation Area 1 would be open  
from December 1 through Febru-
ary 28, 2010.

Seaside of Eastern Shore (clean 
cull oysters only) would be open 
from November 1 through Febru-
ary 28, 2010. 

BROWN’S STORE—A panel discussion on recycling will be 
held Thursday, September 24, at 7 p.m. at the Northumberland 
County Community Center.  

The forum will stress the importance of recycling and explain 
how residents can help. Speakers will provide how-to informa-
tion and historical, policy and budget perspectives.

Del. Albert Pollard will speak briefly about the environmental 
importance of recycling and provide a statewide perspective.

Rick Guidrey of Middle Peninsula Waste Management will 
give Northumberland County guidelines for recycling and dis-
cuss problems and issues the company faces.  

Chris and Lisa Parkhurst of Computer Recycling of Virginia 
(CRVA) in Tappahannock will speak on recycling electronics. 

Sandy Henbest will describe a new program, Too Good to 
Throw Away. The plan is to build a shelter at each waste site 
where residents can leave softly-used items.

“Too often we throw away things that are no longer useful to 
us, but may be useful to someone else,” said Henbest.

County administrator Kenny Eades will explain legal, budget 
and policy influences of the recycling programs. A question and 
answer session will follow.

“As the nation’s landfills become less able to absorb increas-
ing amounts of waste, it becomes ever more important to make 
recycling a part of everyday life,” said Jim Long of the Northum-
berland board of supervisors.

The forum is sponsored by the Northumberland County Demo-
crats.  The community center is at 679 Brown’s Store Road near 
Brown’s Store. 

Panel to discuss recycling

The Agenda
Local Government News

Academic Lane and Route 360. 
“In the meantime, I recom-

mend that parents driving their 
kids to school allow for an extra 
15 minutes on rainy days,” Sta-
bles said. 
Other issues

Getting to class on time in the 
new building has been a bit of a 
problem for students. The time 
between bells was shortened 
to 3 minutes this year, which 
has caused some students to 
be late to class as they try to 
navigate the large building or 
cross over between buildings 
for class. The school board 
agreed to extend the bells to 
four minutes. Stables said there 
also have been several issues 
with the elevators, which has 
affected at least one student. 
Those issues are being resolved 
by the elevator company. 

Stables also noted that there are 
a few security issues, which are 
being corrected. Side doors at the 
middle school used for teacher 
entrances are being equipped with 
key card readers so that they can 
remain locked all day long. Cur-
rently they are unlocked while 

tary school had difficulty trying 
to turn left on Academic Lane. 
That caused the loop to fill up and 
then cars trying to turn into the 
loop started backing up, Stables 
explained. 

“You could stand there and see 
what the problem was,” Stables 
said. 

A second deputy was stationed 
on Academic Lane to help with 
traffic control, Stables said, and 
construction will begin this week 
on a turn lane for the parent drop-
off loop to accommodate drivers 
turning left. That project should 
be complete within the next week, 
he said.

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) is wait-
ing on funds for a third turn lane 
on Academic Lane stretching 
from the student parking lot to 
Route 360. The county also has 
put in a request for a stoplight at 

Ice Cream 
Social!

to be held at the 
Village Green 

in White Stone
(Across from the Post Offi ce)

The week of Sept. 28

Stay tuned for details . . . .

Sponsored by the 
White Stone 

Community Assoc. 
& Country Cottage
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Oberammergau
Passion Play

Sept. 6 - 15, 2010
Every 10  yrs., the Passion Play at Oberammergau 
is presented. This event put on by the 2000 village 

residents, creates a powerful story of the life & 
death of Jesus.

Discover Switzerland, Bavaria 
& Austria on this 10 day tour.

Limited tickets available. 
Don’t miss this opportunity!

Thinking about a vacation?
You Shouldn't Miss This! 

Enjoy light, complimentary refreshments and a 
wonderful evening devoted to assisting you in 
making your next vacation a great vacation!

                Join us Friday, October 2
at the Kilmarnock Inn from 5PM - 7PM 
for the CI All Seasons Travel Show

Come to our Travel Show at the Kilmarnock Inn
to learn more about cruises and vacations, and 
take advantage of special offers exclusively from
CI All Seasons Travel and our travel partners. 

Call us at 435-2666 for details and to 
RSVP by Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2009

Representatives from these travel companies will
be at the show and will be providing special offers: 

Also participating with special offers are: 

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett last week 
reported charges against eight   
individuals.
Felonies

Kelly M. Abbott, 32, of James 
Jones Memorial Highway was  
charged September 11 with 
grand larceny (felony) of a brace-
let from a local jewelry store.
Misdemeanors

A Lara Road man, 32,  was 
charged September 8 with con-
tempt of court in Gloucester.

A Riverwood Drive man, 37, 
was charged September 8 with 
contempt of court in Northum-
berland.

A Georgetown Road man, 27, 
was charged September 8 with 
contempt of court. 

A Newport News man, 41, 
was charged September 9 with 
violation of probation.  

A Beach Road man, 31, was 
charged September 10 with vio-
lation of probation.

A Fleets Bay Road man, 22, 
was charged September 11 with 
contempt of court. 

A Brent Court woman, 20, 
was charged September 11 with 
contempt of court.
Activity report

September 8: Staff received 
a fraud report  from Crescent 
Cove Lane; and responded with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to 
a single-vehicle accident near 
Nuttsville Road and Hazel Lane, 
to the 6600 block of River Road 
on a complaint of ATV opera-
tors trespassing on croplands, 
and to a disturbance call in the 
200 block of Nuttsville Road. 

September 9:  Staff notified 
Richmond County authorities of 
a motorist’s report of a reckless 
driver westbound from Chinns 
Mill; and responded to an E911 
disconnect call on North Main 
Street (no emergency services 
needed), to an assault/fight call 
at an Ottoman convenience 
store, to a domestic disturbance 
in the 9500 block of Courthouse 
Road, to a domestic disturbance 
in the 2500 block of Morattico 
Road; and checked on a suspi-
cious vehicle at Lancaster. 

September 10:  Staff received 
a motorist’s report of a reckless 

driver in the Kilmarnock–Lan-
caster corridor; and responded 
to a noise violation complaint 
on Wilson Lane, to an injured 
dog complaint on Corrotoman 
Drive, and to a motorist’s report 
of heavy debris in the roadway 
near Mary Ball and Chases 
roads. 

September 11:   Staff 
checked on the well-being of 
two Keep Safe program par-
ticipants after prearranged 
telephone contact could not 
be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed in either case); 
and responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Cottonwood 
Lane (no emergency services 
needed), and to a disturbance 
call on Iberis Road. 

September 12:  Staff 
responded with assistance from 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD), VSP and Middle-
sex authorities to a fight call 
involving weapons in the 300 
block of Old Ferry Road, to a 
noise violation complaint on 
Lara Road, to a destruction of 
property complaint in the 1300 
block of Irvington Road, and 
with KPD to a domestic dis-
turbance/assault call involving 
a weapon on Waverly Avenue. 

September 13:  Staff 
responded to a noise violation 
complaint in the area of West-
ern Branch Road (later deter-
mined to be coming from the 
car show at the Ruritan Center), 
to a disturbance call involving 
shots fired on Chestnut Grove 
Lane, to a domestic distur-
bance on Greenwood Court, 
to a shots fired call on Camp-
bell Road, to a civil complaint 
on Johns Neck Road, and to a 
traffic accident near Mary Ball 
and Devils Bottom roads. 

September 14:  Staff 
responded to a motorist’s com-
plaint of a disabled person in 
a wheelchair causing a traffic 
hazard on River Road, and with 
VSP to a two-vehicle accident 
at Mary Ball and Regina roads.

Staff also conducted 14 
traffic stops, issued five sum-
monses, assisted six motor-
ists, reported four deer strikes, 
performed one traffic control, 

investigated two building 
alarms, processed one mental 
health order  and  transported 
four inmates.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic accident at Morrattico 
Road and Hazel Lane, a vehicle 
fire in the 400 block of Morat-
tico Road, a traffic accident at 
Mary Ball and Regina roads, and 
a brush fire in the 6000 block of 
Mary Ball Road.

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a vehi-
cle fire in the 100 block of James 
B. Jones Memorial Highway, to 
a haz-mat spill in the 400 block 
of North Main Street, to a traf-
fic accident on James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway, and to a 
traffic accident at Mary Ball and 
Devils Bottom roads.

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to an 
appliance fire on Greenwood 
Court.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last 
week reported charges against 
seven individuals. 
Felonies

Clarence Edward Northern, 
45, of Heathsville was charged 
September 1 with one count of 
manufacturing marijuana and 
two counts of child neglect.

Kirk Kendall Newton, 28, of 
Lancaster was charged Septem-
ber 8 with a Circuit Court proba-
tion violation.
Misdemeanors

A Montross woman, 31, was 
charged September 3 with failure 
to appear in the General District 
Court.

A Heathsville man, 27, was 
charged September 8 on a Lan-
caster County warrant and a 
Richmond County warrant with 
failure to appear in the General 
District Court of each county.

A Montross man, 39, was 
charged September 8 with 
appearing intoxicated in public.

A Lottsburg man, 24, was 
charged September 9 with 
appearing intoxicated in public.

A  Heathsville man, 21, was 
charged September 10 with 
appearing intoxicated in public.

LIVELY—Some 33 awards 
were presented following the 
parade at the 32nd annual Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Firemen’s Festival in Lively 
September 5.  

Winners in the baby con-
test were boys, 12 months and 
under, first, Gage Smith; second, 
Thomas Timberlake; and third, 
Brayden Pall; girls, 12 months and 
under, first, Carrington Wilson; 
second, Emma Brown;and third, 
Shelby Haynie; boys, 1-2 years, 
first, John Michael Ercelino; 
second, AJ Carlton; and third, 
Cameron Gross; girls, 1-2 years, 
first, Michelle Wallace; second, 
Marissa Montgomery; and third, 
Riley Jackson; girls, 3 years and 
older, first, Molly Montgomery; 
second, Nora Bowles; and third, 
Madison Stowers.

Golf shootout winners were 
first, Neal Garner; second, Ted 
Fox; and third, Brent Self. 

Horseshoe contest winners 
were first, Kenny Cutting; second, 
Robbie Clark; and third, Willie 
Elliott. 

The Lancaster Sheriff’s Depart-
ment tug-of-war team captured 
the big trophy after pulling down 
members of the local volunteer 
fire departments. 

Parade winners were judges 

Dr. Warren Felton, chairman of the Division 
of Neuro-opthalmology at Virginia Com-

monwealth University (VCU), recently shared 
his “Time is Brain” concept with the Northern 
Neck Medical Association.

Addressing the summer meeting at the White 
Stone Event Center, he discussed stroke, the 
third leading cause of death in America and a 
leading cause of serious, long term disability.  
VCU Health System is involved in research and 
treatment of strokes to help change those statis-
tics and Dr. Felton believes getting the word out 
to patients so they recognize the beginning of a 
stroke will make the biggest difference. 

Already the Medical College of Virginia/Virginia Common-
wealth University Hospital has worked with Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital and local rescue squads to establish a relationship 
that allows for patients who require their specialized care a faster 
transfer, she said.  Across the nation and here, African-Americans 
have higher rates of stroke.  

During a stroke two million brain cells die every minute,  
which is why Dr. Felton emphasizes that “time is brain.”  A 
patient or family member or friend must recognize the symptoms 
as soon as they occur and call 911 to get the patient to the emer-
gency room immediately.

At that point the emergency room team takes over with fast 
track protocol in place to facilitate timely detection and treatment 
when appropriate. A risky but disease-modifying medication is 
available to some patients if given within three to four hours.

Firemen’s Festival winners posted

Jim Lipscomb of Heathsville 
won the Honda 250 sport.

Tammy Rasmussen of Lively 
won the Honda 250 utility

awards, first, George Shelton; 
and second, Donny Elbourn; best 
appearing high school marching 
band, The Lancaster High School 
Marching Red Devils; best 
appearing commercial motorized 
unit, Northern Neck Electric; 
best appearing commercial float, 
first, The Tides Inn; and second, 
Chesapeake Bank.

Emergency response parade 
winners were best appearing 
brush truck, first, Kilmar-
nock; and second, Callao; best 
appearing ambulance, first, 
Northumberland; and second, 

Kilmarnock; best appearing 
pumper 1,000 and over, first, 
Fairfields; and second, Kilmar-
nock; best appearing tanker 
750 and over, first, Fairfields; 
and second, White Stone; best 
utility truck, Dominion Vir-
ginia Power; oldest fire truck in 
operation, Callao; best appear-
ing rescue squad, Upper Lan-
caster; best lights, first, Fair-
fields; second, Kilmarnock; 
and third, Callao; loudest horn, 
first, Fairfields; second, White 
Stone; and third, Kilmarnock; 
water war, first, White Stone; 

second, Westmoreland; and 
third, Upper Lancaster; oldest 
fire truck, Brentwood; best 
appearing crash truck, Kilmar-
nock; best appearing fire com-
pany, Fairfields; best appear-
ing tanker, first, Fairfields; and 
second, Callao; best appearing 
fire company, Fairfields; best 
appearing crash truck, Kilmar-
nock; fire department traveling 
longest distance, Walkerton; 
and ambulance traveling lon-
gest distance, Northumber-
land.

“The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department would like 
to thank all the community volun-
teers and businesses that made the 
32nd annual festival a success,” 
said organizer Ricky Selph. 

Participants included Sports 
Centre, Chesapeake Bank, Bank 
of Lancaster, EVB, Tri-Star, The 
Tartan Golf Course, The Tides 
Inn, King Carter Golf Course, 
WIGO 104.9, WRAR 105.5, 
Al Pugh Distributors, Ray Pitt-
man Band, Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Department, White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department, Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Department, 
Tommy Kellum, Bill Hayden, 
Desiree Selph, Heather Carter, 
Tim Tilliage, Steve Gordon, Earl 
Ragen and Wade Fleming. 

Medical association reviews stroke protocol

Dr. Warren Felton

by Dr. Patricia Monge-Meberg Several organizations exist to help patients 
know recognize symptoms.

The National Stroke Association 2009 fact 
sheet includes a section on symptoms, how a 
family member or friend can respond and even 
a scorecard to assist patients in talking to their 
doctor.

Common stroke symptoms include:
• Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, 

arm or leg – especially on one side of the body.
• Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or 

understanding.
• Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes.
• Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of 

balance or coordination.
• Sudden severe headache with no known cause.

 Use the F.A.S.T. method for recognizing and responding to 
stroke symptoms:

F-Face: ask the person to smile.  Does one side of the face 
droop?

A-Arms: Ask the person to raise both arms.  Does one arm drift 
downward?

S-Speech:  Ask the person to repeat a simple sentence.  Does 
the speech sound slurred or strange?

T-Time  If you observe any of the signs, it’s time to call 9-1-1 or 
get to the nearest hospital.

 A stroke risk scorecard is available at stroke.org/site/Doc-
Server/scorecard_risk.pdf?docID=601.

(Dr. Patricia Monge-Meberg is president of the Northern 
Neck Medical Association and a partner at Bay Internists in 
Kilmarnock.)
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

If a contest were to be held to determine who 
is the most knowledgeable person about the 

maritime history and current affairs of the 
Northern Neck, a certain finalist and likely 
winner would be Captain Ernest Delano of 
Mila. In even the briefest conversation with 
him, the wealth of his background, experience 
and amassed data comes across directly and 
succinctly.

He has spent his entire life working on mat-
ters relating to the marine environment. He 
knows the bottoms of every creek and tributary 
better than most folks know the layout of their 
own back yards. His grasp of  the problems 
facing the Chesapeake Bay is comprehensive, 
and his knowledge of the boats that have plied 
the bay’s waters is reminiscent of that of the 
late historian, Robert H. Burgess, the dean of 
all Chesapeake scholars.

Cap’n Ernest lives in the suburbs of the 
metropolis of Mila in Northumberland County. 
His home is distinctive by the always perfect 
vegetable garden which he and his late wife, 
Margaret, maintained for many years, and 
which he continues to do. Although he might 
not be out on the water as much these days as he 
once was, his encyclopedic body of knowledge 

and ability to impart it to others keeps him from 
ever being what one might term “retired.”

He can look at any piece of watercraft, define 
what it is, and offer a price at which it would 
sell, being fair to both seller and buyer. He can 
describe the relative merits and faults of a boat 
as a doctor would the nature of an illness. He is 
not one for circumlocution, but gets to the heart 
of the matter as quickly as 
possible, whether speaking 
of marine topics or the local 
history of families and their 
homes.  One never needs to 
wonder where he stands on 
an issue.

Ten years ago a large 
group assembled to wish 
him a happy 80th birthday and this Saturday will 
afford the opportunity to increase that figure by 
a decade. He is one who does not change and 
shows that the years have been good to him. 
He has used his abundant talents productively 
and positively and continues today to be the 
resident resource on all matters relating to the 
history of the Northern Neck. If anyone should 
be part of a Northern Neck oral history project, 
it is he.

Happy Birthday, Cap’n Ernest! To para-
phrase the immortal words of the late Bibb 
Graves, onetime Governor of Alabama, “keep 
on keeping on.”
     

* * * * *
Another of the repositories of lore of the 

Northern Neck passed from our midst last 
week. He was Henry S. 
Adams, who lived not 
far from Cap’n Ernest, 
but on the outskirts of 
Remo, overlooking 
the entrance to Crane’s 
Creek and the expanse 
of Ingram Bay, with 
the Chesapeake in the 

distance. Henry too worked on the water, and 
knew the fullness of details relating to the his-
tory of the Northern Neck, i.e., who was who 
and who is who.  

For the last few years, he had been without 
his vision, and was dependent on others for 
care and transportation. Four years ago his 
widowed sister-in-law, Naomi Adkins, came to 
take care of him.  Thanks to her, the quality of 
his life remained excellent in every respect. He 

remained in his home until four days before his 
death in the hospital, while awaiting his return 
home.

Last fall his only brother, Franklin, like 
Henry, a World War II veteran, died after a long 
illness and period of decline. Seeing his broth-
er’s suffering, he prayed to go quickly when his 
time came, and received his wish.  

He too knew every aspect of local history 
and enjoyed telling visitors what they other-
wise might have missed. He was amazing in 
his knowledge of property, its transfers, and 
chains of ownership. After his eyesight failed, 
he still enjoyed sitting on the wide screened 
porch overlooking the water, delighting in the 
scenery the same as if he could see it.  

Naomi, for her part, made the interior as 
beautiful as the water view from the porch with 
her magnificent crocheting with which she cov-
ered the furniture.  Every piece is a work of art, 
and done with her inimitable skill. 

The Adams brothers were reflective of North-
ern Neck lore, and now they are a part of its his-
tory. Both led good lives, serving their country 
when needed, and preserving the waters with 
their own practice of sustainability. Most of all, 
they were true gentlemen.

He can describe the relative 
merits and faults of a boat as 
a doctor would the nature of 
an illness.
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Fiction
or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

Focal Point

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Crabs for kitty
Betsy Lou joins the family on the porch for steamed crabs.

Photo by Bonnie Andrews of Reedville

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Congress has returned 
to Washington after 

the August District Work 
Period. 

We’ve set to work on leg-
islation that will have some 
positive effects across the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed.

I serve as a member of the 
Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Commission, created to 
consider and approve land 
and/or water recommended 
by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior for purchase or rental by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

Last week, we approved 
the purchase of easements 
along Cat Point Creek in the 
Northern Neck. Some $3.5 
million in grants and match-
ing donations will enable 
1,246 acres of the water-

shed to become part of the 
Rappahannock River Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge.

While the land will remain 
in private hands, it will be 
preserved in its current 
form, and will not be avail-
able for development.

Next, I joined with other 
House members to pass 
H.R. 965, the Chesapeake 
Bay Gateways and Water-
trails Network Continuing 
Authorization Act by a vote 
of 311-107. 

The Chesapeake Bay 
Gateways and Watertrails 
Network is responsible for 
awarding grants to projects 
that conserve, restore, and 
interpret natural, recre-
ational, historical and cul-
tural resources in the Chesa-
peake Bay watershed. The 

network also awards grants 
to projects that link Chesa-
peake Bay “gateway” sites 
with trails, watertrails and 
scenic roads. There are now 
more than 150 gateway sites 
and 1,500 miles of water-
trails within the network.

I have seen first hand the 
benefits of this legislation, 
and making the program 
permanent will play a large 
part in our goal to restore 
the health and beauty of the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

It is my hope that when 
my own Chesapeake Bay 
Accountability and Recov-
ery Act comes before the 
full House for a vote in the 
coming month, it too will 
have the same lasting posi-
tive impact as these pro-
grams.

YESTERYEAR

Frontage destroyed
I am not questioning the 

dredging of Greenvale Creek, 
as it was certainly needed. My 
complaint is, why was it neces-
sary to destroy my frontage?

Yes, there is a clean white 
sandy beach in front of others’ 
lands, but not mine.  I have all 
the silt, muck, and sewer odors 
every low tide.  All the name-
dropping and back-slapping for 
a job well done to all those who 
approved this dredge doesn’t 
alter the fact that my frontage 
was destroyed.

The Corp of Engineers did 
the easiest and fastest job just 
to collect the stimulus money 
and beat the July 27 deadline.  I 
extend an open door to anyone 
who would care to take a look; 
or view a movie I made at hot-
shorturl.com/yd26

Mickey Mallette, 
Lancaster

Public access
is available

There are three or four boat 
ramps in the vicinity, all of 
which are available to the public 
at minimum charge. One is 
on Antipoison Creek, so I am 
not sure what the recycled old 
NIMBY charge has to do with 
anything.

If you assume that 500 boats 
will access the proposed new 
ramp a month, the county will 
still be paying more access 
per boat than what any of the 
existing ramp owners charge 
now. This even ignores for the 
moment the issue of how one 
creek could handle that much 
additional traffic. So, if the 
county is only concerned about 
“free” access, it could work out 
an arrangement with existing 
ramp owners to reimburse them 
at much less overall cost to the 
county. Such an arrangement 
would also have the benefit of 
spreading the boat traffic among 
three or four creeks. 

But this is not just about 
providing a free ramp. If you 
look at the proposed lease, the 
county acknowledges the Anti-
poison Creek property owner’s 
right to install fuel pumps and 
provide boat storage and repair, 
a marina store, and restaurant 
on his adjacent property.

All of this to be located right 
in the middle of a residential 
area? 

In summary, this is about the 
county providing “sweetheart” 
financing to a private individ-

Thompsons’
visit cancelled

It was with disappointment 
and regret that Dr. Lonnie 
Thompson and his wife, Ellen 
Mosley-Thompson, leading 
climate scientists, had to cancel 
their planned presentation Sep-
tember 15 in Kilmarnock.  

Lonnie Thompson had just 
returned from a particularly 
challenging research expedition 
to the glaciers of Peru and had 
been hospitalized for a number 
of days. His doctors in Ohio 
directed him not to travel. 

As coordinators of the 
Thompsons’ planned presen-
tation in the Northern Neck, 
we regret any inconvenience 
this cancellation had for resi-
dents. We are hopeful that the 
Thompsons will again return to 
the area. We will then try again 
to make their insightful presen-
tation available to the commu-
nity.

Page Henley, Lancaster
Bud Ward, White Stone

Applauding
the restoration
of post office hours

During recent weeks many 
of us in Kilmarnock have been 
dismayed and inconvenienced 
by the reduced hours at our 
local post office.

With the post office not 
opening until mid-morning, 
closing for lunch and closing in 
the afternoon at 4:30 p.m., citi-
zens working regular jobs have 
been particularly disadvan-
taged. Others of us, even with 
more relaxed schedules, have 
suffered from this lack of ser-
vice due to increased customer 
volume during these hours, 
since their implementation.

Planning commission 
member Steve Bonner circu-
lated a petition to have the post 
office reopen for lunch hours 
and introduced a resolution 
before the Kilmarnock Plan-
ning Commission concerning 
such, which was unanimously 
passed.

Subsequently, Mr. Bonner 
spoke with a postal service 
representative, who agreed to 
restore lunch hours. While no 
reduction in hours would be 
preferable, in my view, this 
nonetheless represents a sig-
nificant improvement from the 
original cutback in hours.

I believe having the post 
office open during lunch is just 
common sense. Because of 
our work schedules, many of 
us do our post office errands 
during this mid-day break. I am 
pleased with the restoration of 
service and feel it will benefit 
our residents.

Raymond C. Booth Jr.
Chairman, Kilmarnock
Planning Commission

YOUR LETTERS

ual for construction of a major 
marina operation where it abso-
lutely makes no sense.

So the county is going to 
commit to spend well over $1 
million over the next 20 years 
– where is this money coming 
from?  Is this the best use of 
our county funds?  Imagine the 
improvements these funds could 
provide if used in our public 
school system. I encourage all 
county taxpayers to attend the 
September 24 meeting.

Donnie Walker,
White Stone

(Reprints from the September 
17, 1909, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Farmer Of  The Sea
Is The Oysterman

During the months without 
the r’s it would be hard to pic-
ture the oyster farmer joining 
the plumber and coal man for 
a vacational trip to Europe. Far 
from it. A mere land lubber who 
had the idea, received a severe 
shock when he investigated the 
matter recently.

He found that the oyster man 

is the farmer of the sea. Seed 
time and harvest time are not 
strangers to the routine of the 
oyster culturist. Indeed, in all 
his work the farmer who pro-
duces oysters from the beds he 
plants in the seas uses exactly 
the same terms as the land 
farmer for nearly every phase 
of his work.

This is the planting time of the 
oyster farmer. He is busy sowing 
shells and other hard substances 
so that by fall he may take from 
his broad acres the full grown 

oysters without destroying the 
productiveness of his farm.

The land and sea farmers 
may fraternize and find much 
in common. What wind and hail 
do to the corps of the rural life, 
wind and heavy seas do to the 
oyster crop. Where one’s crops 
are laid low and beaten by heavy 
seas and carried to suffocate in 
the silt and mud carried with 
them out to sea.

Sometimes millions of young 
oysters are destroyed in a single 
storm. Just as the land farmer 

looks sadly out of his window 
at the destructiveness of nature 
upon which he depends for the 
growth of his crop, so the oyster 
farmer glowers across the heavy 
seas which are beating down 
upon his crop while he stands 
helplessly by.

The heavy storms also damage 
the older oysters. The seas carry 
out with them the vegetable life 
at the bottom, upon which the 
oysters subsist. They become 
thin and lacking in flavor from 
the loss of their natural food. 

One or two heavy storms in a 
single season have been known 
to cut down materially the crop 
of subsequent years.

Probably few people know 
that oysters are not put on the 
market until they are from two 
to three years old or older. They 
are of all shapes and sizes, for 
age is no indication of either the 
oyster’s size or condition.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

by Robert Mason Jr. 

The weather finally broke. 
Although it’s still officially 

summer for another day or two, 
it feels like fall.

Sure it gets a little warm 
during the day, but come sun-
down it’s sweater weather.

Penny pinchers recognize 
current climate conditions as 
poor man’s weather. It’s a time 
of energy savings—too cool for 
the air conditioner and too hot 
for the heat pump.

Regardless of what you 
call it, I’ve survived another 
summer without turning on my 
air conditioner.

Well there, I’ve gone and 
done it. I’ve committed a car-
dinal sin in the writing world. 
I’ve used the weather in my 
lead. Not only is it cliche, it is 
unforgivable.

According to Elmore Leon-
ard’s 10 Rules of Writing, 
axiom number 1, never open a 
book with weather.

This is no book, but the same 
principle applies. 

“If it’s only to create atmo-
sphere, and not a character’s 
reaction to the weather, you 
don’t want to go on too long,” 
says Leonard. “The reader is 
apt to leaf ahead looking for 
people.”

So there you have it. The 
least said about the weather the 
better.

But just take a look outside. 
By the time you read this, it 
could be raining. But now, it’s 
partly sunny, a beautiful day the 
Lord has made.

Or is it partly cloudy?
That all depends upon who 

you ask. Most say its the same, 
although partly sunny would 
imply more sun than clouds 
and partly cloudy, more clouds 
than sun.

Partly sunny sounds more 
cheery and would tend to 
brighten one’s day sooner than 
partly cloudy.

However, a partly sunny day 
continuing past dusk would 
certainly turn to partly cloudy.

National Weather Service 
forecasting guidelines suggest 
using partly sunny during the 
day when the sky is 3/8s to 
5/8s opaque clouds, and partly 
cloudy during the day or night 
when the sky is the same. 

Opaque means an observer 
can not see through the clouds. 
The sun, moon , stars, and blue 
sky are hidden.

Just give me an uncloudy day. 
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Only $10 Adults In Advance, $15 at the Door  •  $5 Child  

A HAyBURn PRODUCTIOn

OnLy SHOW OF ITS KInD
Award Winning Dancers, Vocalists and

 Instrumentalists from the Entire State

Tribute to Michael Jackson

Saturday
September  19th • 7:30 pm

   Dance &
 Variety

EXTRAVAGANZA

2009

LAnCASTER MIDDLE SCHOOL
Kilmarnock

The Kilmarnock Museum Presents

See local 
personalities 
Dance with 

the Stars

Heathsville 
Farmers Market

Saturday, Sept. 19 • 9-1
Join Us for a “Satsh Bash” 

Sale AND Farmers Market!!
Buy your produce at the 

Farmers Market
       There is something for everyone!

  Plants, Organic Clothing, Cute Flip-Flops, 
Jewelry of all sorts,

 Food, Lemon & Limeade, Pottery, 
Furniture, Master Gardeners, Art, and 

Batik, Honey……we’ve got it!
           

The Blacksmith Shop is open, buy your 
tickets for Quilt Bingo on October 3rd

Dogs Welcome on leashes and owner 
responsible for good behavior!

For more Market information call 804-580-3377

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

It may surprise you to learn that stem-wind, 
stem-set watches have only been in existence 
for a little over 100 years. Before that, it was 
necessary to use a special “key” to wind a watch. 
This was because, if stolen, a key-wound watch 
was useless without its key, which was always 
kept separately.
 Quartz watches, the ultimate in accu-
racy, go for a year or more on one tiny battery. 
Whether for yourself or as a gift, our watches 
are sure to please you.

When Northumberland band 
teacher Walter Mallorie 

found himself in need of public 
transportation last spring, he con-
tacted Bay Transit.

“I tried to find a taxi service, 
but it did not exist, or what was 
there was 
too expen-
sive,” said 
Mallorie.

He had seen Bay Transit 
buses on the road, so he gave the 
agency a call. 

“Can I get from Kilmar-
nock to the Northumberland 
Middle School by 8 a.m.?” he 
remembers asking, and was 
disappointed to learn the answer 
depended on a given day’s sched-
ule.

Bay Transit is a demand-
response service. Buses do not 
run a fixed route or schedule. 
Riders must call the agency 24 
hours ahead to schedule a pickup 
and a drop-off, and they must be 
flexible.

The benefit is that, like a taxi, 
the buses come to you, and the 
fare is affordable ($1 each ride, 
or 80 cents, with the purchase of 
a 10-ride booklet). Because of 
the nature of the system, riders 
must be prepared to spend more 
time for trips that, in a personal 
vehicle, would take much less.

During the summer, Mallorie’s 
schedule at the school was very 
flexible so he took Bay Transit 
to work.

A bus picked him up at 6:30 
a.m. in Urbanna. His ride to 
McDonald’s in Kilmarnock, 
depending on how many pickups 
there were along the way, some-
times took a couple of hours, but 
he could count on getting there 
around 8 a.m. Usually a bus 
serving Northumberland County 
was waiting. He reached his des-
tination, Northumberland Middle 
School, by 9 a.m.

“It’s different every day,” he 
said. “The service is great, as 
long as one can be flexible when 
it comes to time.” 

The issue of flexibility is what 
limits Bay Transit’s ability to 
provide services to more resi-
dents. Commuters traveling from 
Callao to Warsaw who need to 
be at work by 8 a.m. every day, 
can’t be that flexible with their 
schedules. That type of com-
muter, however, would be the 
one providing a fixed, predictable 
revenue stream to the transit 
agency.

It is impossible for a small 
agency with a budget like Bay 
Transit’s to run demand-response 
and regular transit services. 
Curb-to-curb services like Bay 
Transit and door-to-door mobil-
ity agencies usually operate at 
a much higher level of subsidy 
than fixed-route services do.

However, small buses endure 
because services are needed, 
especially in rural areas. An esti-
mated 80 percent of Bay Transit 
riders could not go where they 
need to go if the service did not 
exist.

Bay Transit is a service arm of 
Bay Aging, a Community Action 
agency whose main objective 
is to “provide programs and 
services for seniors, communi-
ties, families, low-income wage 
earners, youth and children, and 
people in crises,” with mobility 
transportation playing a support-
ing role in that primary mission.

When Mallorie first used Bay 
Transit and school was still in 
session, he usually caught a ride 
with a relative to get to school 
on time, and rode the bus home. 
Since he teaches band at the 
middle and high schools, he rode 
his bicycle from one to the other 
between sessions.

The new academic year comes 
with adjacent facilities housing 
both schools. But Mallorie isn’t 
sure his schedule will allow him 
to continue using Bay Transit. 
The band is growing, reaching 
a critical mass that will require 
additional nurturing hours.

He is exploring other trans-
portation options, like riding the 
school bus and checking with 
other teachers for rides.

In the long term, it is difficult 
to see how any regional transit 
agency will be able to provide 
the services needed by the Walter 
Mallories of the Northern Neck 
without a significant public 
investment, and without the 
ardent support of our fast-grow-
ing population of retirees, who—
were they able to rely on regular 
bus services, with designated 
bus stops and fixed schedules—
might start using public transpor-
tation throughout the region on a 
daily basis.

(A. R. Eguiguren is the coor-
dinator assistant at the Northern 
Neck Rideshare Program, Neck-
Ride.org)

The little buses
that could. . . . .

by A. R. Eguiguren

Community
Comment

Kilmarnock Museum’s 
annual fund-raising show, 
Dance Extravaganza, is coming 
to the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater Saturday, September 
19, at 7:30 p.m. with the help 
of many merchants and busi-
nesses.

In this economic “down” 
year, everyone is struggling, 
which of necessity puts the 
small non-profit groups such 
as our museum on the bottom 
of the “giving” chain.

This year we particularly 
recognize the extra lengths to 
which individuals and busi-
nesses have gone to help sup-

Another
honest man

Last Thursday,  I carelessly 
left my purse on the trunk 
of my car as I left home for 
White Stone. When I got to 
town, I realized my purse was 
not with me.

I started back home and saw 
a truck blinking its lights. I 
stopped and a young man told 
me he had given my purse to 
my husband at our home.  

Sure enough, he had done 
so.  It was rather windy and 
he had chased down money, 
my checkbook  and several 

Problems at LHS
There’s something wrong at 

my high school alma mater, 
Lancaster High.

I hosted a foreign exchange 
student last school year and 
after  one day at school,  she 
asked about slavery, the 
“cause” of the Civil War.  I told 
her slavery was not the cause 
of the Civil War. It was  the 
rights of states to secede from 
the Union. 

After other incidents,  I 
called superintendent Susan 
Sciabbarrasi  to complain about 
what was being taught,  that the 
students in both U.S. govern-
ment and history classes had 
no books, and that students 
were being shown films about 
only one candidate prior to 
the presidential election. She 
assured me she would address 
those problems.

Recently, I wrote Sciab-
barrasi and  told her about 
a math teacher who  did not 
teach  because  she could not 
discipline the students; an Eng-
lish class  with no composi-
tions, essays, or term papers 
assigned and where  “Julius 
Caesar” was read aloud in class 
for a month; a U.S. govern-
ment class where films about 
Africa were shown for the last 
three weeks of the school year; 
and that all tests in all subjects 
other than math had no essay 
questions, but were all multiple 
choice, reviewed heavily by the 
teachers  prior to the tests. 

I told her how ridiculous it 
was that our exchange student 
had  received the highest aver-
age in pre-calculus, algebra, art, 
and English, athough she was 
far from fluent. I complained 
about a teacher keeping  our 
exchange student after school 
though we were not contacted 
before the fact, causing us 
great concern over her where-
abouts. On several occasions, 
this teacher brought the student 
home in her personal car, an 
action specifically prohibited 
by Virginia state law.

Sciabbarrasi responded to 
all my concerns with a generic 
letter that did not address any of 
my specific issues. Rather,  she 
assured me that the curriculum 
at LHS was  excellent and that 
Lancaster High always rated 
high on all mandated testing.

The September 10 issue of 
the Rappahannock Record, 
headlining failing Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP) scores, 
denies her claim.  All of us in 
Lancaster County should be 
concerned about the situation 
at our high school, from lesson 
plans contents to supervision 
of students and faculty.

Our tax dollars support the 
school and we don’t seem to be 
getting  our money’s worth.

 Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Kilmarnock

 

My memories return like pearls in oyster shells. And one of 
my rare favorites is a moment with Jimmy Stewart in the ‘50s. 
Perhaps, the tale is worth sharing.

At the time, I was employed as the health director of the four-
county San Juan District of southwest Colorado. Durango was 
my headquarters and I could not have asked for a more beautiful 
part of the Rocky Mountains.

The town was also known for its old narrow-gauge railroad 
that ran from Durango to Silverton, some 45 miles along the 
Animas River. The steam-powered locomotive still runs today 
for the many tourists.

In 1956, this setting drew a movie company to make a west-
ern starring Stewart. The production, labeled “Night Passage,” 
portrayed the actor as a decent but poor gunslinger employed to 
save the railroad against repeated bandit raids. This was about 
the 32nd movie to be made in southwest Colorado.

Although I managed to stay clear of the Hollywood filmmak-
ers, I allowed my staff to participate as “extras” in the pictures 
using their vacation time. They could earn a hundred dollars a 
day and delighted in playing in barroom brawls. Stewart was 
one of my favorite actors and I could not resist the opportunity 
to meet him.

The moviemakers were camped in tents on the town’s fair-
grounds and I soon found Stewart. He was dressed in his cos-
tume (minus gun) and greeted me with a pleasant smile.  His 
genuine warmth instantly drew me to him.

I explained that my purpose in meeting him was to see if he 
might serve as a sponsor for my campaign to raise money to buy 
a mobile chest x-ray unit for the health department.

There was a need to screen the area’s population for tubercu-
losis and the cost of the necessary equipment was far beyond 
our means. Without question, Stewart graciously provided his 
name and photo. I shook his hand in deep gratitude.

We raised the needed money in short time. Using our new 
equipment, we found over eight percent of our miners with lung 
problems. 

I will never forget Jimmy Stewart. He was a special person 
that deserved the love and respect of his worldwide audience. 
There is no actor who could ever exceed him as a kind, warm, 
and wonderful human being.

George Moore, MD, MPH, White Stone

YOUR LETTERS

From left are Jimmy Stewart and Dr. George Moore in Durango, 
Colo., in 1956.

A moment with Jimmy Stewart

Community
supports show

port the museum. Long-estab-
lished, as well as new busi-
nesses to the area, have offered 
their assistance through spon-
sor funds, merchandise or gift 
certificates for the silent auc-
tion, or donations of services 
such as advertising or print-
ing.

The museum pays mort-
gage on its historic building, 
and otherwise continues its 
work solely through generous 
efforts of volunteers and the 
community.

We hope many in the com-
munity will come to the show 
Saturday, support the museum 
and treat themselves to some 
wonderful entertainment.

Carole Fletcher, treasurer,
Kilmarnock Museum

other items normally found in 
a woman’s purse.

His name is Randy Reeves, 
the area plant manager for 
Rappahannock Concrete, a 
member of the White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department 
and a White Stone Town 
Councilman. This beautiful 
area is made more beautiful 
by honest people like Randy. 
Where else?           

Carolyn Geilich,
White Stone

To Place Your Ad
Call 435-1701



A6  •  September 17, 2009           RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD       Kilmarnock•Virginia

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181

No one has ever written a love song to debt. And 
if anyone had, we promise, we’d never pipe it into 
one of our branches. After all, Chesapeake Bank 
proudly continues an era of responsible lending. Our 
competitive home equity loan and line of credit  
are perfect to help with debt consolidation, as well 
as a smart way to borrow for educational expenses, 
medical expenses and more. And, depending upon 
your circumstances, the interest paid  
may be tax deductible. Chesapeake  
Bank is dedicated to helping our  
customers be financially fit. To learn  
more visit www.chesbank.com. 

Presenting loans 
for people who hate debt.

home equity
loan

15-year fixed

home equity 
line of credit  

variable
6.99%* 5.50%**

no appraisal fee  q   no closing costs

apr apr

                   Subject to credit approval and underwriting on loan requests between $20,000 and $100,000. Adequate property insurance coverage is required. Consult a tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. *Home Equity 
Loan-rate is fixed for 15 years. The available rate today is 6.99%. **Home Equity Line of Credit 15-year draw period with interest only payments due monthly. The available rate today is 5.50%. The Annual Percentage Rate can change daily, and is tied to the Prime Rate. The maximum Annual Percentage Rate that 
can apply is 18.00%. The minimum Annual Percentage Rate that can apply is 5.50%. Minimum monthly payments will not reduce the principal that is outstanding on your account. At the end of the 15-year draw period, the outstanding principal balance plus any accrued interest will result in a balloon payment. 

©2009 Chesapeake Bank Equal Housing Lender •  Member FDIC   

09-CB-590_wiredcard_RR.8-10.indd   1 8/16/09   4:19:32 PM

See You
at the 

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury

Annual Fall Bazaar
Saturday, September 26

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Old Salem Road, Route 646, Irvington

Bazaar will include:
Crafts, Homemade Food, Plants, Attic Treasures, Furniture 

Gently Used Books, Videos, DVD’s and MORE!!!

Irvington, VA    804.438.5000   www.tidesinn.com

v Matanzas Creek Wine Dinner, Friday, September 18th 
More than thirty years after the release of its first vintage, Matanzas Creek 

stands at the forefront of California viticulture. Matanzas Creek, a truly Grand 
Dame estate of California.

Chef TV Flynn has created an exceptional menu to compliment these fine wines. We 
look forward to sharing this exquisite evening with you. 

6:30pm at $85 per person

Save the date for future Wine Dinners:
October 9, November 6, December 4

  
v Join the Tides Inn as we host Peruvian Perfection 

Exclusive Alpaca clothing and rugs from the Andes Mountains of 
Peru, plus embroidered Peruvian cotton blouses

First Trunk Show on the East Coast!
Friday, 18th 12-8pm, Saturday, 19th 9am-8pm 

and Sunday, 20th, 9am-3pm

For dining reservations, please call (804) 438-4489 or concierge@tidesinn.com

There’s always
   something fun happening
at the Tides...

Cyndy’s  Bynn
of course

VIRGINIA ST., URBANNA • (804) 758-3756 www.cyndysbynn.com

Store Hours: Mon., Wed - Sat  10a.m. – 4p.m.    Closed Tues. & Sun.
Latest Fashions • Decorative Home Accessories • Elegant and Fun Gifts

WHITE STONE—Quilt 
bingo will be played October 3 
at the White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Sponsored by the Tavern Quilt 
Guild of Rice’s Hotel/ Hughlett’s 
Tavern in Heathsville, there will 
be up to 20 games for $20 and 
special games for special quilts, 
optional at $5 each.

The prize quilts were made 
by members of the Tavern Quilt 
Guild individually or in work-
shops. Included are bedsize quilts, 
wall hangings, table runners, bags 
and other special items.

A drawing for the blue, green, 
and white queen size quilt, “Sea 
Glass” made by guild members 
for the White Stone Fire Depart-
ment volunteers will be held the 
same afternoon.

Doors open at 11:30 a.m. for 
preview; games begin at 1 p.m.

For ticket information, call 
435-6406, or visit rhhtfounda-
tion.org and click on Tavern Quilt 
Guild.

White Stone volunteer fi remen 
are selling raffl e tickets for “Sea 
Glass.’’

KILMARNOCK—The Bay 
Center for Spiritual Development 
in Kilmarnock will participate in 
the International Day of Peace to 
be observed worldwide Monday, 
September 21.

Kate Gaskins Oliver
Individual and Small Business Services
Bookkeeping, Payroll, Tax Preparation

klgoliver@gmail.com
www.KateOliverCPA.com

804-695-4717 • Hartfield, Virginia

International Day of Peace to be observed
“Since the theme for 2009 of 

the UN Day of Prayers for Peace 
is ‘Disarmament,’ our Peace 
Day committee has decided to 
focus on turning ‘Swords Into 
Plowshares,”  said director Carol 
Burke.

The Peace Day committee 
includes retired teacher and guid-
ance counselor Sue Donaldson, 
Lancaster High School head of 
guidance Barbara Smith and 
Christchurch School chaplain 
Simon Mainwaring.

“On Sunday, September 20, we 
will have a choir from Heaths-
ville Baptist Church join us at 
6 p.m. for singing, prayers and 
dedication of our new Peace Pole 
on the lawn,” said Burke. “Then, 
on Monday, September 21, we 
will offer another observance  
from noon to 3 p.m., beginning 
with prayers, bag lunch brought 
by participants and watching the 
PBS special, The Power Of For-
giveness.  We believe the best 
way to begin disarming on a per-
sonal level is to work on forgive-
ness.” 

 According to The Culture 
of Peace Initiative (CPI), a UN 
designated Peace Messenger Ini-

tiative with over 3,000 affi liated 
organizations, this year’s annual 
global observance of the Interna-
tional Day of Peace, is capturing 
the attention of people, commu-
nities and nations worldwide. It is 
estimated there will be more than 
10,000, sponsored by thousands 
of organizations, and more than  
200 million people will partici-
pate.

Events will  range from cease-
fi res, during which humanitarian 
aid is administered, to religious 
and interfaith services. They 
will include educational activi-
ties, volunteer programs, gov-
ernment proclamations, media 
events, and many types of activi-
ties to draw attention to aspects 
of ‘peacebuilding’. There will 
be vigils, performances, work-
shops, ceremonies, fund-raising 
events, peace parties, community 
service projects, exhibits, walks, 
fi lms, letter-writing campaigns 
and peace fairs.  

There will be large-scale cel-
ebrations in major cities around 
the world. In addition, hundreds 
of calendar publishers worldwide 
have printed the International Day 
of Peace on their calendars—this 

initiative alone will reach a billion 
people.

Together, these efforts can 
have global impact and historical 
signifi cance as children observe 
Peace Day annually and incorpo-
rate it’s meaning into their lives 
year round.

“Join the worldwide movement 
to create a Global Ceasefi re and 
day of peace and nonviolence,” 
said Burke. “Come to one or 
both of our observances at The 
Bay Center.  I think you will be 
moved.  If you can’t join us, Pray 
For Peace.”

 CPI maintains cultureofpeace.
org  and  internationaldayof-
peace.org.  

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com

Quilt bingo set,
raffl  e begins 
for ‘Sea Glass’

IRVINGTON— Acting on 
a recommendation from town 
attorney Mat Terry, council last 
week sent a proposed golf cart/
utility vehicle ordinance to the 
planning commission for con-
sideration.

Terry said he had prepared a 
draft ordinance, borrowing heav-
ily from a similar one in place in 
Colonial Beach. The packet going 
to the commission also included 
a copy of the enabling statutes 
setting forth minimum require-
ments and a copy of an ordinance 
adopted by the Lancaster board of 
supervisors for Weems.

Council will act on the pro-
posed ordinance following a 
recommendation from the com-
mission.

According to Terry’s draft, 
only licensed drivers will be able 
to operate golf carts on the far 
right hand side of the street; they 
must have specifi c safety equip-
ment, including a slow moving 
vehicle sign; an annual vehicle 
inspection, proof of insurance 
and a town license.

The same requirements for 
operating a motor vehicle will 
apply to operating a golf cart 
on the streets, including moving 
vehicle regulations, he said.

Irvington seeks
planning 
commission
review on golf
cart ordinances


