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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Good times in Lively
Check RRecord.com this week for Lisa Hinton-Valdri-
ghi’s slideshow with scenes from the Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department Firemen’s Festival.
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Jeffery Haywood (right) 
gives it his all during 

the tug-o-war contest 
between the Lancaster 

County Sheriff ’s 
Department and the Upper 

Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department during the 
fire department’s 32nd 

Annual Lively Day Festival. 
The sheriff ’s department 

claimed the big trophy. 
Winners in the baby 

contest included (boys, 12 
months and under) Gage 

Smith, first place; Thomas 
Timberlake, second place; 
Brayden Pall, third place; 

(girls, 12 months and 
under) Carrington Wilson, 

first place; Emma Brown, 
second place; Shelby 

Haynie, third place; (boys, 
1-2 years) John Michael 
Ercelino, first place; AJ 
Carlton, second place; 

Cameron Gross, third place; 
(girls, 1-2 years) Michelle 

Wallace, first place; Marissa 
Montgomery, second place; 

Riley Jackson, third place; 
(girls, 3 years and older) 
Molly Montgomery, first 

place; Nora Bowles, second 
place; Madison Stowers, 

third place.  Photos by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

LANCASTER—All three Lancaster 
public schools missed the benchmark 
for the government’s Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) goals in the 2008-09 
session.

In the previous year, the high school 
and primary school made the grade. 
Yet, despite the fact that student scores 
actually increased in 2008-09, the 
schools fell short because the govern-
ment raises the bar each year. 

“Even though scores did go up 
overall, we did not meet the…require-
ments,” said superintendent Susan 
Sciabbarrasi. 

AYP is the federal measure of suc-
cess under the No Child Left Behind 
law of 2001 that requires each state 
to ensure all schools make adequate 
yearly progress in math and English 
at a predetermined rate. In Virginia, 
AYP is based on students’ Standards of 
Learning test scores.    

To make AYP last year, 81 percent of 
students overall and in six subgroups 
had to pass reading tests, and 79 per-
cent had to pass math tests. That’s up 
from benchmarks of 77 percent and 75 
percent, respectively, during the prior 
school year.

From left, Clay Holcomb, owner of Chesapeake Boat Basin, Lancaster 
County environmental codes compliance officer Brian Barnes and Alicia 
Nelson of the Virginia Marine Resources Commission place the first fishing 
line recycle bin next to a gas pump on the Kilmarnock wharf. 

LANCASTER—The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission (VMRC) and 
Lancaster County are teaming up to 
encourage anglers to recycle old fishing 
line. 

The plan was launched last week at 
Chesapeake Boat Basin in Kilmarnock 
with the installation of a recycling bin 
next to the refueling pumps at the end of 
the pier. Sportsmen are urged to deposit 
used or tangled monofilament fishing 
line in the recycle bin in an effort to pro-
tect aquatic wildlife from entanglement.

The specially marked containers were 
also installed at other launches in the 
county including Belle Isle State Park, 
the public landing on Greenvale Creek 
and the kayak launch at Windmill Point.

 According to Alicia Nelson of VMRC, 
improperly discarded fishing line poses 

by Audrey Thomasson an immediate and serious danger to 
aquatic wildlife and shore birds. 

“Last month, a loggerhead sea turtle 
was found on a Virginia beach severely 
entangled in fishing line,” Nelson said. 
“Entanglements can cause loss of limb, 
compression injuries or death. Improp-
erly discarded fishing line can also pose 
a threat to boaters and swimmers.”

VMRC started the recycling program 
in February with bins at 13 sites between 
the Eastern Shore and Hampton Roads. 
Nelson said they have collected 50 
pounds of line thus far which was recy-
cled into fish habitats for aquariums.

“The idea is to turn what is a danger 
to wildlife into something that’s good,” 
Nelson said.

As more bins become available, the 
program will expand throughout the 
state. There is no cost for the bins which 
are made of commercial size PVC pipe. 

Anglers urged to drop
old line in a recycle bin

Firemen and community celebrate good times
From left, Madison and Tyler Stowers flash big smiles as they whiz by on the WayOut Swings at the 32nd annual 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Firemen’s Festival/Lively Day celebration. Carnival rides, games, a golf shoot out and a 
horseshoe contest were among the day’s attractions. 

School administration explains 
Lancaster’s failing AYP scores

“Meeting annual AYP benchmarks becomes 
increasingly challenging as required pass rates move 
closer to 100 percent. I encourage educators to con-
tinue their focus on instruction while policymakers 
determine how federal education law must evolve 
to maintain accountability without penalizing 
schools that really are making progress.” 

— Mark E. Emblige, president
Virginia Board of Education

by Audrey Thomasson

The pass rates will continue to 
rise until they hit 100 percent in the 
2013-14 school year, which is the goal 
of No Child Left Behind.

The way the law is written, the 
majority of students can perform at 
the expected level and yet the school 
or district is considered in need of 
improvement because one or more 
subcategories are not performing at 
the expected level, according to assis-
tant superintendent Merle Stables.

Subcategories identified in the AYP 
scoring matrix include white, black, 
Hispanic, students with disabilities, 

economically disadvantaged, and 
students with limited English profi-
ciency.

For example, Stables said the pri-
mary school surpassed AYP bench-
marks in 28 of 29 categories. The 
missed category was “economically 
disadvantaged” students in third grade 
English. Stables calculated that had 
two more students in that category 
passed, the school would have made 
AYP. 

The story was the same at the high 

SCORES, continued on page A2

Kendall Spark of Washington, D.C., 
recently stopped in White Stone on 

his way home after completing “The 
Unforgettable Journey,” a bike ride from 
Anacortes, Wash., to Yorktown.

Spark pursued the cross-country jour-
ney to pay tribute to his grandmother 
who passed away from Alzheimer’s in 
2005, and his Uncle Jeff who was diag-
nosed last year with a similar disease, 
Frontal Lobe Syndrome, explained Pam 
Sawyer, who spoke with Sparks when 
he stopped at her shop, the Country 
Cottage, to get ice cream.

“Of course we couldn’t let him leave 
without some fudge for an energy burst 
on his way home to D.C.,” said Sawyer.

Sparks flew from D.C. to Seattle to 
begin the ride with four other bikers 
(friends and family) May 21, she said.       

He finished his ride August 29 in 
Yorktown and decided to return home 
along Routes 17 and 3, said Sawyer.  
At that time, he had ridden some 4,500 
miles.

While on the trip, the five riders 

Cross-country cyclist
stops in White Stone

Kendall Spark

visited nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities across America to 
sing and tell stories to the residents. 
They raised more than  $9,000 for 
the Alzheimer’s Association over the 
summer.

To check out their journey, or con-
tribute to the Alzheimer’s Association, 
visit theunforgettablejourney.org, or 
info@theunforgettablejourney.org. 

GRIDIRON 2009
A preview of Northern 
Neck District football

appears inside
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REVERSE MORTGAGE 
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DATE:   Tuesday, September 15, 2009
TIME:    10:00-11:30 a.m.
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Are you 62 or older and a Home Owner?
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Dave Farley
Senior Reverse Mortgage Specialist
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Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
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InsuranceAffordable health

care plans.
Affordable prices.

Call your local Authorized 
Anthem agent today to
learn more.

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town 
of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem 
Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee of the Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®Registered marks Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Association.

For more 
information 
please call:

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com

school where students passed 
every one of the 29 categories 
except one—Algebra I. Again, 
the sub-category that missed the 
benchmark was “economically 
disadvantaged” students. 

Stables said the middle school 
has a “unique situation” because 
it encompasses five grades, two 
more than most middle schools. 
The bottom line for the school—
it missed AYP in five of the 29 
categories. 

Lancaster schools appear to 
have a high percentage of stu-
dents in the “economically dis-
advantaged” category, accord-
ing to Virginia Department of 
Education records. Students on 
free or reduced price lunches 
measured 63 percent at the pri-
mary school, 60 percent at the 
middle school and 47 percent 
at the high school. The records 
show schools with a high per-
centage of students in the 
reduced/free lunch program are 
more likely to be the ones not 
making AYP.

Lancaster school administra-

Scores show where improvement is needed
continued from page A1

Work begins on maternity center
A construction crew broke ground last week on the Family 
Maternity Center of the Northern Neck (FMCNN) near the 
intersection of Devil’s Bottom Road and Route 3 in Lancaster. 
Work began by bulldozing and leveling the area with clay while 
another crew drilled a well.  Construction is expected to be 
completed in 200 days, according to First Class Contracting 
of Richmond project manager Tom White. The opening of 
the facility is planned for March 2010, said FMCNN president 
Shirley McAdoo.  Photo by Audrey Thomasson

n Bridge painting
Work has resumed on the 

Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge 
painting project.  Motorists 
will be restricted to one lane 
of travel Mondays through Fri-
days from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

n Herbicide treatments
Starting this month, the 

Virginia Department of Con-
servation and Recreation will 
conduct aerial herbicide treat-
ments to reduce phragmites, an 
invasive wetland plant, in the 
Northern Neck of Virginia. The 
operation is expected to take 
place until October 9, depend-
ing on weather conditions.

A helicopter will spray a her-
bicide approved by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
on approximately 150 acres of 
phragmites. The project is a 
partnership with landowners, 
the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will meet at 7:30 
p.m. tonight (September 10) 
in the town office on Steam-
boat Road.

Under public comments, 
requests will be made to use 
the Commons for a dog show 
and a car show.

Council member reports 
include the following: Jimmie 
Lee Crockett on planning com-
mission activity; Kathleen 
Pollard on the town brochure; 
Ralph Ransone on the removal 
of an oak tree on town prop-
erty; and the safety committee 
on a street light for Chesapeake 
Street. 

Under old business, council 
will address the agenda process 
and a request to change the 
name and move related signs 
on Reynolds Landing and Cot-
tage Cove Landing.

 LANCASTER—A spe-
cial meeting of the  board of 
supervisors will be held at 4 
p.m. today (September 10) in 
the office of the county admin-
istrator at 8311 Mary Ball Road 
in Lancaster.

The purpose of this meet-
ing is to consider special 
appropriation of public funds 
to accommodate unbudgeted 
medical  expenses for a pris-
oner incarcerated in the county 
jail. The meeting will go imme-
diately into closed session and 
will return to open session for a 
vote on whether to  appropriate 
funding. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of super-
visors meets at 5 p.m. today 
(September 10) in the general 
district courtroom at 39 Judi-
cial Place in Heathsville.

The board will hear from 
Jeff Gore of Wiley and Wilson 
regarding a broadband author-
ity and Bob Lee regarding con-
servation easements. 

After breaking for dinner, 
the board will hold public 
hearings at 7 p.m. on requests 
from Lon Crow and Mariam 
Mani to establish an office 
building at 17635 Richmond 
Road in Callao and Leslie 
and Lori Crawley to operate a 
child care center at 5243 Jessie 
Dupont Memorial Highway in 
Wicomico Church.

Another hearing will address 
an amendment to the Chesa-
peake Bay Preservation Area 
Ordinance to require board of 
supervisors approval for any 
encroachment in the seaward 
50-foot resource protection 
area. 

A grease fire on Sunday, September 6, destroyed this house on Indian Creek and Watermans 
Way off Waverly Avenue near Kilmarnock, said Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Chief 
Benny Balderson. The waterfront home on Indian Creek was fully involved when the first 
firefighter arrived on scene shortly after 6:15 p.m., Balderson said. Two adults and six children 
escaped the fire unharmed. Crews from Upper Lancaster, White Stone and Fairfields also 
responded. Photo by Bill Layton

Grease fire ignites house

tors say they are taking aggres-
sive measures to turn things 
around for children who don’t 
have the exposure and advan-
tages of their more affluent 
counterparts.

“We’ve got to figure out a 
way to reach the children that 
are disadvantaged,” Stables 
said. “We’ve got to find out 
what experience and exposures 
they have had. That’s our chal-
lenge.”

Partnerships with UVA and 
William and Mary last year 
resulted in new resources and 
training of educators to tackle 
the increasingly challenging 
benchmarks. 

This year a leadership team 
is in place to plan and set goals 
for student achievement, target 

strategies to the individual 
child, monitor progress on 
every student and keep lines of 
communication open. 

“It’s really about chang-
ing staff thinking to focus on 
achievement by familiarity 
with the latest research and 
best practices. This is not a top-
down program.”

Stables noted staff was shifted 
around to allow for specialists 
and paraprofessionals in math, 
reading, computer and research 
instruction without adding per-
sonnel at the three schools. Vol-
unteers will give one-on-one 
instruction. Special programs 
are in place not only to help stu-
dents in school, but to provide 
after-school tutoring that offers 
kids targeted instruction.

The primary school ‘Tea 
for Two’ evening program will 
continue to give parents tools to 
help their children tackle home-
work. Additionally, success-
ful programs such as Wilson 
Language will transition to the 
middle school. 

The high school after-school 
study hall was expanded beyond 
the athletes and, with additional 
staff, will now tutor students in 
math, social studies, science 
and English. 

Teachers will get assistance 
from a new computer program 

and database with materials tar-
geted at SOLs and assist in the 
monitoring of student progress 
throughout the year.

While Stables said the three 
schools are now fully accred-
ited, continuing to miss annual 
AYP benchmarks could put that 
in jeopardy. 

“Meeting annual AYP bench-
marks becomes increasingly 
challenging as required pass 
rates move closer to 100 per-
cent,” said Virginia Board of 
Education president Mark E. 
Emblidge. “I encourage educa-
tors to continue their focus on 
instruction while policymakers 
determine how federal educa-
tion law must evolve to main-
tain accountability without 
penalizing schools that really 
are making progress.” 

Missing just one benchmark 
means that a school, school 
division and the state will fail 
to make AYP.

Seventy-one percent or 
1,321 of Virginia’s 1,855 public 
schools met AYP benchmarks. 
Of the 525 Virginia schools 
that did not make AYP, 198 met 
all but one of the 29 measur-
able objectives. However, these 
results still represent a drop 
from 2007-08, when 74 percent 
of Virginia’s schools met the 
standards.

NEWS BREAK

The Agenda
Local Government News

What time and where? • www.RRecord.com
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August 7-19, 2010
Cruise the Mediterranean 

on Holland America’s newest ship 
the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Spain, Monaco, Italy,

Greece & Croatia.
Early Promotion Prices

Must be booked by December 30, 2009

Mediterranean Tapestry

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

A U C T I O N  T O N I G H T !
Thursday, Sept. 10, 2009 @ 6 p.m.
124 Rappahannock Ave. • Downtown Urbanna

Preview Starts at 4 p.m. Sale Day
Nice Oil Painting, Carnival Glass, Quilt, Linens, Jewelry, Antiques, 

Collectibles, Furniture, Household, Books, Box Lots, More!

Bring a chair and a friend!      Food available.
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paying with cash or check. Announcements made the day of the 

sale take precedence over all others stated or printed.

LANCASTER—After Judge 
Harry T. Taliaferro in July dis-
missed the case against the 
town of Kilmarnock and town 
offi cials in a $32 million law-
suit, plaintiffs Kimberly and 
Stephen Buzzell responded last 
month by fi ling an appeal.

The dismissal was the 
second time the judge released 
defendants from the couple’s 
multiple cases. J. Carrington 
Burgess of White Stone won 
his release last May after Bur-
gess said all he did was buy 
one of the Buzzells’ properties 
at public auction.

The Buzzells fi led in Lan-
caster Circuit Court last year 
for $32.3 million in damages 
over the loss of their personal 
and business property. The 
complaint alleged that the 
town of Kilmarnock did not 
provide appropriate notifi ca-
tion of proposed changes in 
town ordinances and that the 
change caused them to lose 
a buyer for their commer-
cial offi ces at 81 North Main 
Street which ultimately went 
into foreclosure.

During the hearing, Kimberly 
Buzzell testifi ed that the loss 
caused a domino effect on their 
fi nances and bank foreclosures 
on their personal property.

Defendants dismissed in the 
case against the town were 
former town manager Lara 
Burleson, town attorney Paul 
C. Stamm Jr., planning com-
mission member Jane Ludwig 
and council members Les 
Spivey and Barbara Robertson.

Some 14 additional defen-
dants are named in the couple’s 
four other lawsuits including 
the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) and mortgage lenders 
GMAC and National City.

A trial date is scheduled for 
November 30 at 9 a.m. in the 
Buzzells’ suit against defen-
dant Robert K. Harwood L.C. 
of Alexandria related to his 
involvement in property on 
Tabb’s Creek. No other trial 
dates are set.

Buzzells appeal
judge’s decision
in $32 million
Kilmarnock suit

by Audrey Thomasson

Hunt family concert offers variety
Kilmarnock American Legion Adams Post 86 hosted a Wounded Warriors benefi t concert 
at the Lancaster Middle School Theater September 2 featuring the Hunt Family Irish Step 
Dancers and Fiddlers. The family of nine presented a variety of song and dance. Corporate 
sponsors included Chesapeake Bank, Bank of Lancaster, Essex Bank and Tides Inn. Richard 
Abbott coordinated the event. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

The Northern Neck Kiwanis 
Club celebrated its 20th year 
of community service August 
28. A cookout was held at the 
home of Sylvia and Curt Dozier 
on Tabbs Creek. Chartered in 
1989, the Kiwanis Club, whose 
main focus is on youth, has 
donated approximately one-
half million dollars to various 
causes in the Northern Neck. 
From left, plaques were 
presented to Floyd Darden, 
Ronnie Crockett and Tom 
Coye who have remained 
active all 20 years.

On CASA board
The Northern Neck Court 
Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) program recently 
announced four new board 
members. From left are 
(front row) Myrtle Philps 
and Audrey Thomasson; 
(next row) Craig Kauffman 
and Cathy Hemans. CASA 
advocates for the the best 
interests of children involved 
in the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court process. 
To volunteer, call CASA at 
462-0881. 

Showstopper
Jim Peed, show co-chair,  
admires a wood cabinet by 
Andrew Pitts. The piece 
was a showstopper at the 
Rappahannock Art League’s 
48th Annual  Labor Day Exhibit 
last weekend at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury. 
“Shadows of Night,” the $6,500 
cabinet, garnered a Best in 
Show award from judge Linda 
Ayres.  Peed said the league was 
very happy with the turnout 
and art sales which topped last 
year’s numbers. Blue ribbons 
were presented to Margaret 
Feil,  Maggie Gilman, Margaret 
Alderson and Ernie Memmo 
and yellow ribbons to Alfi e 
Butts, Lella Lee Edwards, David 
Zuck, Tom Norris, Bob Haynes 
and Miriam MacCarthy. Susan 
Sills won the Jane Stouffer 
Memorial Award. Carolyn Davis 
won the Joe Schoppe Memorial 
Award. The winning art will be 
exhibited at the Studio Gallery in 
Kilmarnock through September. 
Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Kiwanis Club celebrates 20 years
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

One of my most vivid memories as a child 
at Colonial Beach centers on a man named 

Watson. I never knew his first name, and every-
one called him by his surname. He appeared 
several times a week, plying his trade, namely 
that of being a huckster. The term is what he 
called himself and what it meant was that he 
went door-to-door selling his wares. In his case 
they were the fresh vegetables which he grew in 
his backyard garden.

His schedule was not certain, except for Fri-
days when he was sure to come calling. He rode 
a classic wagon pulled by a faithful old brown 
horse. He rarely used the reins and never tied 
the horse to a hitching post. The two of them 
had been together so long that each communi-
cated with the other in perfect harmony. When 
Watson said “Whoa!” the horse stopped on a 
dime and remained in place until his master said 
“Giddy-up!”

The horse enjoyed being petted and seemed 
to know who was greeting him at each stop 
along the way. That was the easy part of his day, 
because he and Watson had been up since before 
dawn working the garden. The horse looked at 
the huckstering as down time, a pause in which 
he could socialize with Watson’s, or should I say 

“their” customers? 
The vegetables were incredibly good, having 

been grown without chemicals and having 
been fertilized with the horse’s previous year’s 
manure. The old wagon was solid but creaky. Its 
noise was the only summons that Watson was 
on the way. Occasionally, 
my mother would miss his 
passage, causing us to run 
after him to catch up at the 
next stop. He was a small 
man who smoked a pipe 
and enjoyed chatting about 
his garden.

As to overhead, Watson 
had to buy few items, 
the seeds to plant and the 
fodder for the horse to eat. Every spring the 
horse got a pair of new shoes, made by the local 
blacksmith. For himself, Watson had the great 
menu of his own produce. He lived simply, in an 
immaculately maintained small house towards 
the north end of town, without a garage, as he 
did not drive a car, but with a clean stable for 
the horse. 

One spring Watson did not appear and word 
soon spread that he had died during the winter. 

No one replaced him, perhaps to the advantage 
of the local grocers, as no one could fill his shoes. 
I do not know what his income level might have 
been, but it had to have been quite modest. For 
a long time no vegetables tasted as delicious as 
his, and the absence of the clicketyclack of the 

horse’s hooves on the 
pavement was a huge 
void to encounter.

At Monroe Hall, near 
the birthplace of the 
Fifth President, lived 
another man who made 
his living with equine 
assistance. His name 
was Rowdy Tinsley, 
and he had two faith-

ful steeds, Diamond, who was dark brown with 
a white diamond patch on his forehead, and a 
white Arabian, whose name I did not know.

Unlike Watson, Tinsley, as he was popularly 
known, made his living using his horses to work 
local gardens, and to sell his customers his 
horses’ leavings, which he aged in piles behind 
his house.

He did not have close neighbors. He was a 
much more flamboyant gentleman than Watson, 

driving his wagon filled with his tools, and 
shouting commands to his two horses in lan-
guage which they understood perfectly, but was 
not intelligible to anyone else.

The horses were friendly, and, as with Wat-
son’s, enjoyed visiting with the customers. Tin-
sley encouraged giving them lumps of sugar 
or apples, which they appreciated immensely. 
When Tinsley was passing through town, every-
one knew of his presence. The wagon was noisy  
and his commands were not whispers. Perhaps 
he had to be loud for the horses to hear him over 
the din that the wheels were making.  

As with Watson, Tinsley died in the mid-
1950s. Not long thereafter his house and stable 
fell to the bulldozer, but to this day the lot, diag-
onally across from Hall’s Supermarket, remains 
vacant. For years, I often wondered what had 
become of Diamond and his stable mate, as 
surely no one else could have replaced Tinsley 
in their lives. 

With the passage of Watson and Tinsley, I 
ceased to know anyone so dependent on true 
horsepower. Their presence bespoke a simpler, 
earlier life, which might be impractical to prac-
tice today, but which was a telling insight into 
times past.

He rode a classic wagon 
pulled by a faithful old 
brown horse. He rarely used 
the reins and never tied the 
horse to a hitching post. 

Focal Point

Free toes
Photo by Jane Mitchell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

I recently left the post office 
with a big blue envelope.
I gave it a quick glance 

and thought it said Nicholson 
ratings. Wow. Hollywood is 
asking me to rank Jack’s best.

No. It says Nielsen.
How odd. They want me to 

participate in a household tele-
vision viewing survey of some 
sort.

I don’t even watch TV.  I’ve 
got no antenna, satellite, disc, 
dish, or cable—not even a set 
of rabbit ears.

The only thing I watch is 
DVDs. 

But, they sent $2, which 
I’ll put towards my next DVD 
rental, so I feel somewhat obli-
gated to complete the survey 
and return it.

To think the future of televi-
sion programming depends on 
how I answer the survey is a 
shame.

I mean, how boring would 
TV land viewers find a blank 
screen?

To liven things up a bit. I 
think I will respond as if it is a 
Nicholson survey.

They’re too numerous to list 
all of his films here, so I’ll list 
my favorites as space allows 
and give them each a ranking 
from 1 to a high score of 10.

• The Shooting, 7.
• The Hell’s Angels on 

Wheels, 7.
• Easy Rider, 7.
• Five Easy Pieces, 8.
• Chinatown, 8.
• One Flew Over The Cuck-

oo’s nest, 10.
• Goin’ South, 7.
• The Shining, 10.
• The Postman Always Rings 

Twice, 9.
• Terms of Endearment, 9.
• Prizzi’s Honor, 8.
• The Witches of Eastwick, 10.
• Ironweed, 10.
• The Two Jakes, 8.
• Hoffa, 7.
• Blood and Wine, 7.
• As Good As It Gets, 10.
• Anger Management, 10.
• Something’s Gotta Give, 9.
• The Departed, 7.
• The Bucket List, 10.
If it’s television they want, 

Nicholson can deliver. 
In fact, it’s been all downhill 

for television since his last 
appearance on the Andy Grif-
fith Show.

In a 1967 episode, “Aunt 
Bee, the Juror,” Nicholson 
plays Marvin Jenkins, who has 
been charged with burglary and 
put on trial. Eleven of 12 jurors 
vote for conviction. But Aunt 
Bee holds out for “reasonable 
doubt.” 

In a 1966 episode, “Opie 
Finds a Baby,” Nicholson  plays 
the baby’s father.

When there is more Nich-
olson on television, I’ll watch 
more TV.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Healthcare reform is an issue which 
has brought deep-felt emotions out 

in folks who are concerned and anx-
ious about what it means for their per-
sonal health care and that of their loved 
ones. 

Last week I participated in town hall 
meetings in Warsaw, Newport News 
and Fredericksburg to discuss health-
care legislation and other issues.

No matter which side people are on, 
coming out and talking to their elected 
officials is an important part of the 
political process. It’s only by making 
your voices heard that you will be able 
to shape the proceedings on Capitol 
Hill. Moreover, each event was a testa-
ment to the civility and thoughtfulness 
of the citizens of the Commonwealth. 
Our events were not afflicted with the 
hostility and rudeness exhibited in 

other parts of the country.
In fact, one gentlemen at Warsaw 

came to the microphone to ask a ques-
tion and said, “Mr. Wittman, I came 
here tonight to throw some rhetorical 
bombs, but after reading your 13 points 
(for healthcare reform), I realized, 
we’re not that far apart.” 

He’s right. Most Americans aren’t 
that far apart on what healthcare reform 
should mean: cutting costs by enacting 
tort reform, allowing folks to buy insur-
ance across state lines, and not barring 
people from purchasing insurance when 
they have pre-existing conditions.

We all agree that we must accomplish 
health care reform and when Congress 
returns to session, we ought to do our 
part for recycling, place the current 
bill in the bin, pull out a blank sheet 
of paper, and start over. Members from 

both sides of the aisle should come 
together and start with what we agree 
on as a basis for reform: reducing costs 
of health care coverage, preserving the 
choice of health care coverage and the 
relationship between the patient and 
their doctor, and focusing on provid-
ing coverage for the 15 million who are 
chronically uninsured.

True bipartisanship means both sides 
coming to the table and the ideas of 
everyone being considered in coming 
to an agreement. Each side might not 
get all that they want, but the Ameri-
can people will have a win in a sector 
of our economy which is increasing by 
one percent of gross domestic product 
each year. I’m committed to making 
this idea a reality when I return to 
Washington and I hope my colleagues 
will join me.

(Reprints from the September 10, 1909, issue of the Vir-
ginia Citizen)

Tomato Canning Outlook
From extensive reports the tomato crop along the 

Rappahannock valley is extra good. Along the Potomac 
the crop and pack has been fair, while on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia and Maryland there will not be half a pack.

The fruit in the Northern Neck is exceptionally large 
and solid, packing more cans to the bushel than usual.

Packers of corn on the Eastern Shore of Maryland say 
there will not be a third of a crop.

Gunby and Son, Irvington, canned 338 cases of toma-
toes Wednesday.

Alligators Guard Watermelons
Here is a humorous story that comes via Cape Charles. 

It may be true, but alligators big enough to tackle pick-
aninnies or live on high and dry land are phenomenal to 
this section. We wonder what the owner and his helpers do 
to keep out their maws when invading the patch? Perhaps 
the allies are trained to know homefolks. All this reminds 
us of the old scheme of spreading the news that some 
few melons in a patch had been injected with strychnine, 
which fake worked for awhile on the tidewater negro.

But here goes the Eastern Shore story: Edward Thomp-
son’s watermelon plantation, near Horntown, a few miles 
distant from Cape Charles, is policed by alligators.

One of these alligators last night caught John Ellison, 
a negro youth eleven years old, in the set of lifting a juicy 
red-heart from the vine. The alligator seized the boy by the 

leg and held him fast. The young negro’s screams brought 
Thompson running from the house. He took the thief into 
custody and delivered him to the county authorities.

This remarkable case is the only one of its kind on 
record.

Thompson has one of the largest watermelon planta-
tions in Virginia and ships many thousands of melons 
each season to Northern cities. The negroes living in the 
neighborhood have been unable to resist the temptation 
constantly before them. In recent years the depredations 
of his colored neighbors in the Thompson melon patches 
have cost Thompson several thousands of dollars. He 
determined to put a stop to the thefts.

Last spring Thompson had a number of alligators 
shipped to his farm from Florida. The varmits were estab-
lished in the melon patches and their presence was widely 
advertised to the negro population.

Until last night no colored man ventured into the 
Thompson patches this season. Then came along John 
Ellison. The boy saw the ripe green rinds gleaming in the 
silvery moonlight. He was fascinated. The allurement was 
too strong. The boy says he was drawn by an uncontrol-
lable desire to become possessed of just one.

He ran swiftly to the edge of the patch, his expert eye 
selected a choice red-heart, and stooping stealthily, he 
jerked the ripe melon from the vine. He was lifting it aloft 
exultantly when something like the jaws of a steel trap 
closed suddenly upon his right leg.

He looked down and was horrified to find his dusky 
skin held fast in the jaws of the alligator. Ellison dropped 
the stolen melon and set up a howl that was audible for 

half a mile away.
A few minutes later Farmer Thompson was marching 

him off to the county lock-up.
The negro was given a hearing before a county mag-

istrate this morning. The squire decided to release the 
boy because of his tender years and the fact that he was 
already punished by the alligator. His leg will be sore for 
a month.

Peary Gets The Pole
Within five days from Cook’s announcement comes 

news of another discovery. Strange coincident that, after 
four centuries of struggle, two Americans should announce 
within a week of each other that each had reached the 
North Pole.

Lieut. Peary’s messages on Monday were brief: “Stars 
and Stripes nailed to North Pole”; “I have the Pole April 
6” (1909).

When he gets lower into civilization we shall know 
more of the feat.

Later: Via Baltimore yesterday morning: The following 
message was received here Wednesday; Indian Harbor, 
Labrador (by wireless Cape Ray, N.F.), Sept. 8—I have 
nailed the Stars and Stripes to the North Pole. This is 
authoritative and correct.

Cook’s story should not be taken seriously. The two 
Eskimos who accompanied say he went no distance north, 
and not out of sight of land. Other members of the tribe 
corroborate their story.    Peary

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

The boat ramp plan, as 
described in the Rappahannock 
Record will be a positive step to 
correct a situation that has been 
ignored by Lancaster.

Two-thirds of our people 
have no access to state waters. 
This basic requirement has 
been met by all surrounding 
counties, including those with 
less resources.

At the next supervisors meet-
ing I predict the following emo-
tional protest against it:

“We don’t want the public 
or this creek because they will 
cause environmental damage.” 
Of course, the residents, and 
their children, grandchildren, 
and guests will cause no such 
damage, in spite of the inces-
sant roar and pounding of their 
personal water-craft.

“The cost is too high!” We 
live in a high-cost county. Who 
made land so expensive? The 
supervisors, who time after time 
rezoned land to cram as many 
houses up close to the water. 
Now we have to pay the price 
of this, and years of deliberate 
stalling by previous boards.

Another “NIMBY” will 

Support the 
boat ramp

complain, “This project will 
lower my property value.” Seri-
ously, is there any record of a tax-
payer complaining his property 
value was too low?

“Let them go to a commercial 
facility!” That’s what this is, and 
always has been. The public/pri-
vate partnership shows that Lan-
caster can keep up with the times, 
if it wants to.

The opponents of public access 
will demonstrate again they know 
the price of everything and the 
value of nothing. They would 
sacrifice a benefit to the entire 
community enjoyed by residents 
of all local, waterfront counties, 
with the self centered conviction 
that it makes them richer, or more 
secure or something.

Supervisors, ignore the opposi-
tion and start Lancaster on its way 
to water access for everyone.

Fred Ajootian,
White Stone

The members of Rehoboth 
United Methodist Church wish 
to sincerely thank the Rappahan-
nock Record for the outstanding 
front page article concerning 
our August 23, 2009, Country 
Gospel Concert starring Jerry 
Jones.

The evening was such a won-
derful success, with more than 50 
people in attendance. The music 
by Jerry Jones was truly inspir-
ing, along with his testimony of 
how Christ had worked so many 
miracles in his life.

I hope that as each of us looked 
at the picture of Jerry and his 
wife, centered in the background 
is the reason for the celebration. 
So serene and calming is the pic-
ture of Christ. Like the picture, 
if we center our lives on Christ, 
there is nothing in this world 
that can’t be faced. The road is 
not always easy, but he promises 
to always be with us and see us 
through.

So, if you feel that something 
is missing in your life but you 
just can’t figure out what is is, 
open your heart up to Christ and 
let him take control. Your life 
will never be the same. Thank 
you Rappahannock Record for 
putting Christ on the front page.

M’Lissa L. Dunn, Lay Leader,
Rehoboth UMC

Putting Christ first

Campaign break
As in past General 

Assembly election years, 
Del. Albert Pollard’s 
column will not appear 
between now and Elec-
tion Day, November 3.
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BOOTS & BARBECUE
478 Cobham Park Lane- on the Rappahannock in Warsaw
Proceeds to benefit the Northern Neck Land Conservancy.

Over 22 fantastic auction items and 34 exhibitors!

Sponsors:  Car Wash Café and Catering, Walmart, Inc, 
Angelo’s Pizza, Northern Neck Electric Cooperative,

The River Market,  Ann Meekins Realty, Alexandria Kilmon,
The Art of Coffee, Horn Harbor Restaurant

Mail a check paid to NNLC by Sept.16 to Box 125, Lancaster, 
VA 22503 with your name, and your tickets will be at the 

entrance. Additional Info: call 804-462-0979 
or go to nnconserve.org 

1:00- 5:00 PM   Exhibits & Bars Open 
                          Silent Auction Begins
                          Mercy Creek performs
1:30- 3:30 PM   Food by Savannah Joe’s
2:15- 2:45 PM   Rappahannock Tribe Performance
3:00- 3:30 PM   Live Auction
3:30- 4:30 PM   Desserts Served
4:30- 5:00 PM   Silent Auction Ends

This is a rain or shine event in an open field on a working farm.
Admission is $20 per person before the event, and $25 at the 

door. Children under 12 are free.

See You
at the 

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury

Annual Fall Bazaar
Saturday, September 26

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Old Salem Road, Route 646, Irvington

Bazaar will include:
Crafts, Homemade Food, Plants, Attic Treasures, Furniture 

Gently Used Books, Videos, DVD’s and MORE!!!

3 RIVERS RALLY 
PIG ROAST
Sept. 13,   4-6 PM   

at Historic Rosegill Plantation 
Urbanna, VA

Meet Bob McDonnell, candidate for Governor
Bill Bolling, candidate for Lt. Governor

Ken Cuccinelli, candidate for Attorney General
&

Keynote Speaker and MC
Pat Mullins, GOP State Chairman

Plus a host of GOP nominees for the House of 
Delegates and local offices. Barbecue, refreshments.

Free to all.

Go to  www.middlesexgop.org for info or call 
804-435-6464.

Sponsored and paid for by the Republican Committees 
in the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck.  

YOUR LETTERS

I was among several 
Wounded Warriors from across 
the military services invited 
to Kilmarnock as honored 
guests for some entertainment 
Wednesday evening, Septem-
ber 2.

We and many residents 
found ourselves seated in the 
Lancaster Middle School The-
ater enjoying the musical talent 
of the Hunts, a  family of nine 
from Chesapeake. For nearly 
two hours they entertained. 

With a buffet of instruments, 
singing, and Irish step-dancing, 
the evening culminated with a 
patriotic tribute of an Armed 
Forces medley. 

The following day the 
Wounded Warriors, augmented 
by active and retired military 
and golfers from surrounding 
communities, gathered at the 
Tartan Golf Course for a tour-
nament.  

There were plentiful prizes, 
gifts, awards, and what seemed 
like an endless supply of food 
and drink. The support staff, 
volunteers and many selfless 
sponsors went out of their 
way. I would be remiss not to 
mention Tom Parrish and Don 
Nelson who played significant 
roles in the success of these 
events. 

We look for no fanfare. We 
are simply proud to serve and 
to protect our American way. 
Nevertheless, we deeply appre-
ciate the extensive time and 
effort put forth in this patriotic 
gesture by them and the North-
ern Neck community, show-
ing support for our uniformed 
men and women. Throughout 
the two days of meeting an 
old acquaintance and making 
a new friend, there were hugs 
and handshakes.

As stated by our guest of 
honor, retired USMC Col. 
Barney Barnum, “We live in 
the greatest country in the 
world.” This was manifest in 
the genuine hospitality and 
benevolence displayed by the 
community. Speaking for all 
of the Wounded Warriors, we 
thoroughly enjoyed our visit 
to the Northern Neck, a great 
American community because 
of the great Americans who 
live there.  

Sgt. Maj. Bryan B. Battaglia,
U.S. Marines, Norfolk

Hospitality 
appreciated

The proposal for public boat 
ramps and supporting facilities 
to be located on Antipoison 
Creek, presented at the August 
27 Board of Supervisors meet-
ing, is ill-conceived and appears 
to have been presented without 
any input from citizens or Anti-
poison Creek area residents.

This is a relatively unspoiled 
creek lying very close to 
Chesapeake Bay, the waters of 
which will surely be affected 
by the construction, dredging 
and rip-rapping for the facility, 
the proposed large parking lot, 
waste facilities, gas pumps and 
other amenities.

Apparently not considered is 
the effect of greatly increased 
boat traffic on the health and 
tranquility of the creek itself. 
I am surprised that these con-
cerns have not been discussed. 
Antipoison Creek already has 
launching facilities available 
just off Windmill Point Road.

The proposed facility would 
also be extremely detrimental 
to the homeowners along the 
creek and adjacent neighbor-
hoods. The increased traffic on 
narrow Windmill Point Road 
would create hazards for its fre-
quent pedestrians and bikers.

That the proposal has been 
presented as virtually a ‘fait 
accompli’ with the expectation 
that no public discussion would 
be allowed or needed is not the 
way our county government 
should operate.

 The Board of Supervisors 
should thoroughly examine 
the effect of this proposal on 
the creek, the bay and nearby 
residents, as well as its consid-
erable cost to all county resi-
dents.

We strongly urge the board to 
vote against this ill-considered 
plan.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rogers,
Irvington

Against proposed 
marine facility

Regarding the proposed 
public boat landing on Antipoi-
son Creek, there are numerous 
questions that Lancaster citi-
zens should be anxious to have 
answered.

Seeking answers
regarding proposed
public boat landing

Why were citizens, the plan-
ning commission, and several 
supervisors not informed of this 
year-long project that will cost 
the county in excess of $1 mil-
lion? Also, was a “rush” vote 
on August 27 by the board of 
supervisors without any notice 
to the citizenry necessary?

Should a free (at county 
expense) boat ramp for indi-
viduals who own a boat, trailer, 
and towing vehicle be a priority 
after the county has undertaken 
a huge financial commitment 
for the new courthouse and 
drastic cuts in state funding to 
localities for public education 
will definitely occur next year?

If this project will provide 
such an economic stimulus, as 
supervisor Geilich was quoted 
in the Record, how much addi-
tional commerce is anticipated 
on Antipoison Creek?

With a 347-foot fishing pier 
included in the plan, when did 
a supervisor or anyone else 
actually catch a “keeper” in 
Antipoison Creek?  The reason 
no one fishes there is obvious.

Shouldn’t a public boat ramp 
be located on land at the Wind-
mill Point development owned 
by the county and dedicated for 
this very purpose?

As a result, the county would 
have something to show for its 
$1 million at the end of the day. 
A ramp and fuel docks were 
available to the public for years 
at this location. Also, use of 
this dedicated land would pro-
vide ready access to the river 
and bay.

Finally, what studies exist on 
the environmental and safety 
impact of dredging the creek, 
readying the site and entry 
way for new development and 
increasing boat traffic on the 
creek?

Everyone interested in these 
questions should attend the 
September 24 board of super-
visors meeting.

Jim Council,
White Stone

I was pleased to learn that our 
county supervisors are taking 
action to secure public access 
to the Chesapeake Bay.

The majority of our citizens 
do not live on the water and 
should have the right to public 
access. It’s no secret that the 
Chesapeake Bay is one of Lan-
caster County’s greatest attrac-
tions for visitors and residents 
alike.

The location of this proposed 
public boat ramp and fishing 
pier will provide easy access 
to the bay, is currently zoned 
industrial and is just off a main 
country road.

I believe the supervisors 
have it right this time and hope 
the community will show their 
support by attending the meet-
ing September 24.

Jim Schmidt,
White Stone

Supervisors 
have it right

I attended a ‘town hall’ meet-
ing with Rep. Rob Wittman at 
the VFW Auxiliary in Warsaw 
August 30. As a former aide to 
Del. Harvey Morgan, I value the 
service that VFW Auxiliary pro-
vides by providing public access 
to our elected officials, and as it 
is their privately owned property, 
they have a right to make certain 
rules.

I knew that no signs or banners 
could be carried into the hall, but 
I thought that was so the audi-
ence could see the speaker and 
any visuals he may display. How-
ever, many people there, myself 
included, had tee shirts that said 
things like “I love America” and 
“I go to Tea Parties.”

My own shirt was a hand-let-
tered design mainly expressing 

Exercising right
of expression

support for close adherence to the 
Constitution, and the words “No 
Govt. Health” and “No Cap-and-
Trade.”

No one had political messages 
on their clothing—that is, advo-
cating support for a political party 
or naming officials or candidates. 
These were mainly innocuous 
statements, with a few opinions 
scattered among us.

These items of personal cloth-
ing were forbidden, clearly vio-
lating our rights to peacefully and 
silently express our views. Most 
people wanted to keep peace and 
so complied. I did not.

I observed that during the 
meeting, VFW Auxiliary did not 
object to people expressing their 
views along with asking Rep. 
Wittman questions. Many of 
those views went far beyond what 
was written on my shirt. In the 
future, I hope that a more sensible 
attitude on the part of the hosts 
will be in effect.

Jackie Sears,
Center Cross

One needs only to look at Med-
icaid, Medicare, Cash For Clunk-
ers, Amtrac, and the Post Office 
to see that the U.S. government 
is incapable of managing these 
enterprises without fraud, waste, 
corruption and massive cost over-
runs, all of which are indicative of 
poor planning and thinking.

Oblivious to these manifest  
failures, President Obama and his 
followers insist that if big govern-
ment commits to accomplishing 
public good, it will more or less 
succeed despite the difficulties, 
inefficiencies and costs  of these  
tax-increasing projects. Instead 
of embracing free-market solu-
tions, the news-media fails to 
ask the hard questions that would 
press  us to examine  President 
Obama, his czars,  and his statist 
vision of our future.

Thus, growing numbers of 
alarmed citizens feel compelled 
to ask the hard questions that the 
press will not. Responding, Presi-
dent Obama and his followers 
now like to say that these alarmed 
citizens are agitators who dislike 
the U.S. government. The press 
reverberates this, which alters 
debate,  and stifles  free speech.... 
which opposes the Constitution 
and  our spiritual manifest.

Matt W. Johnston,
Morattico

Press stifles
free speech

All the salesmanship regard-
ing the National Health Care 
Bill would be much more pal-
atable and believable if all 
elected officials, most espe-
cially those  who are promoting 
this bill, would be required to 
subscribe to it.

If it’s so good for the people, 
it must be good enough for our 
elected Congressional Rep-
resentatives and Senators, as 
well as the president and his 
staff. Contrarily, if it’s not good 
enough for them, it’s not good 
enough for us.

Albert “Spike” Nunn,
Kilmarnock

Is is good 
enough for all?

The president wants to make 
a short speech to the nation’s 
children as they start the school 
year and Republicans and “con-
servatives” are denouncing his 
speech as “socialist indoctrina-
tion.”

Let’s see if I understand 
this: Telling kids to stay away 
from drugs, stay in school, 
work hard, respect yourself and 
respect others is now “social-
ism.”

No doubt about it—the 
Republican Party has gone 
completely insane.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Redefining ‘socialism’

A friend recently declared, 
“If it’s good enough for Patrick 
Henry, it’s good enough for 
Catherine Crabill.” 

This comment was inspired 
by Crabill’s reading a statement 
by Patrick Henry at a Northern 
Neck Tea Party. However, her 
opponent for the House of Del-
egate’s seat in the 99th District 
has selectively taken phrases of 
her reading of Henry’s words to 
make her appear to encourage 
an armed revolution. Nothing 
could be more dishonest. Noth-
ing could be further from the 
truth.  

What does one take from 
this attempt? Well, it appears 
that some individuals have 
gone so far to the left that Pat-
rick Henry’s words are radical 
and dangerous to them. Cra-
bill is a patriot who believes 
in the Constitution which is 
being ripped to shreds by the 
Obama Administration. She is 
inspired by Patrick Henry and 
the founders of our country 
who sacrificed their fortunes 
and some their lives to gain our 
freedom.  

Over the last 200 years, 
Americans have cherished and 
died defending our freedom. 
Today there are those among 
us who willingly give up these 
freedoms in exchange for the 
security and comfort of govern-
ment programs. Ambitious pol-
iticians tempt Americans with 
these programs to gain power 
for themselves. Crabill has no 
desire to be a politician. As a 
patriot she reflects my beliefs: 
“Your socialist programs be 
damned. I want my freedom!” 

If you want to keep your 
freedom, vote for Crabill and 
others like her who love our 
country and their freedom. And 
by the way, ask Crabill’s oppo-
nent whether he disagrees with 
any part of Obama’s radical 
rush to socialism. If you expect 
a straightforward answer, you 
will be disappointed.

Garey L. Conrad, Treasurer,
Catharine Crabill for Delegate

Inspired by 
Patrick Henry

Catherine Crabill’s statement 
from her website as reported  
in the July 23 Rappahannock 
Record seemed oddly familiar 
to me.

Having spent my early years 
in Nazi Germany and Austria, 
and later in communist-ruled 
Prague (now the Czech Repub-
lic), angry outbursts from poli-
ticians (particularly the would-
be ones) were the norm.

What was prescribed as 
“patriotism” came pre-pack-
aged and sharply controlled 
by ideologues, who called for 
treason at any opportunity as it 
suited their ideology. Clarity of 
thought on issues did not exist. 
A desire to work together for a 
better (and freer country) could 
not exist. Single-minded politi-
cal rants, without any regard 
for truth, were the norm.

I am happy to live in a coun-
try where I am free to read, and 
then to reject, Ms. Crabill’s 
statement of her ideology, and 
to choose as my delegate Mr. 
Albert Pollard, whose unen-
cumbered vision for our Com-
monwealth is bolstered by his 
dedication and his will to work 
for us.

Milena Van Sant,
Irvington

Free to choose

The political climate of Vir-
ginia today is ugly. Nasty bicker-
ing and partisan fighting threaten 
to rip the state apart, victimizing 
every industry and citizen. 

What Virginia needs are rep-
resentatives that care more about 
the people they represent than the 
“D” or “R” next to their name. 

Voting for Pollard

That’s why it’s so refreshing to 
know that someone like Albert 
Pollard is working as a represen-
tative for us.

Instead of following in lock-
step with the Democrats, Pollard 
has kept his integrity and focused 
on the real issues that affect Vir-
ginians. When the Democrats 
proposed and voted for an unre-
alistic state budget, Del. Pollard 
was the only Democrat to take 
a stand and vote against the bill 
because he thought it was bad 
revenue forecasting.  

While his opponent continues 
her negative attacks, Del. Pollard 
works hard on the issues to solve 
problems and provide a voice 
for his constituents across the 
Northern Neck. 

As a resident of District 99, I 
am proud to say that I support 
Del. Pollard for re-election and 
will be voting for him in the gen-
eral election on November 3. 

Sara Gayle Randolph,
Irvington

I’ve  lived in the Northern 
Neck for only a little over two 
and a half years, but having 
moved around the country a 
lot, I’ve learned how to begin 
to make judgments about pol-
iticians, restaurants, and the 
climate. 

Reading Al Pollard’s “Del-
egate’s Report” in your paper 
and also  meeting him on sev-
eral occasions lead me to say 
we’re blessed to have him as 
our delegate in Richmond. 
Through his voting record 
and weekly columns, he artic-
ulates a sense of priorities and 
of  people with which I agree 
almost fully. I feel lucky to 
have moved to a district rep-
resented by him, and I’ll cer-
tainly support him in his bid 
for re-election. 

Bill Pregnall,
Irvington

Supporting 
Pollard
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Keep Warm - Be Cool

www.noblett.com
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Monthly Payment

Credit Card A $250.00  

Credit Card B $100.00

Auto Loan $350.00

Total $700.00

 
 

Monthly Payment

Chesapeake Bank 

Home Equity Loan* $270.00 

$430.00 Savings per month!

The equity in your home can help keep 
more money in your wallet.

*  Examples are provided for illustrative  

 purposes only and will vary based on  

 your individual circumstances.

                   Subject to credit approval and underwriting on loan requests between $20,000 and $100,000. Adequate property insurance coverage is required. Consult a tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. *Home Equity 
Loan-rate is fixed for 15 years. The available rate today is 6.99%. **Home Equity Line of Credit 15-year draw period with interest only payments due monthly. The available rate today is 5.50%. The Annual Percentage Rate can change daily, and is tied to the Prime Rate. The maximum Annual Percentage Rate that 
can apply is 18.00%. The minimum Annual Percentage Rate that can apply is 5.50%. Minimum monthly payments will not reduce the principal that is outstanding on your account. At the end of the 15-year draw period, the outstanding principal balance plus any accrued interest will result in a balloon payment. 

©2009 Chesapeake Bank Equal Housing Lender •  Member FDIC   

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181

At a time when few banks even whisper the word 
“loan,” Chesapeake Bank proudly continues an era 
of responsible lending. Our competitive home equity 
loan and line of credit are perfect to help with debt 
consolidation, as well as a smart way to borrow for 
educational expenses, a vehicle, medical expenses  
and more. And, depending upon your circumstances, 
the interest paid may be tax deductible. Chesapeake 
Bank is dedicated to helping our  
customers be financially fit and  
make sound decisions. Stop by any  
office for an application or apply  
online at www.chesbank.com.

NO appraisal FEE  q   NO clOsiNg cOsts

hOmE Equity
lOaN

15-year fixed

hOmE Equity 
liNE OF crEdit  

variable
6.99%* 5.50%**apr apr
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September 11, 2001

Never forget the Tragedy, Heroism and 
Sacrifi ce of that day.
At 08:46 the fi rst of two 767 jets were fl own 
into the Twin Towers resulting in the deaths of 
2,750 innocent people.
At 08:46 this Friday the 11th of September 
can you fi nd the time to bow your head in 
remembrance of all those lost? I can and I will.

David Whittaker

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett reported 
misdemeanor charges were 
brought against six individuals 
last week.  

A Newtown Road man, 22, 
was charged September 1 with 
contempt of court.

An Ice House Drive man, 24, 
was charged September 1 with 
two counts of probation viola-
tion.

A Merry Point Road man, 20, 
was charged September 2 with 
reckless driving.

A Nuttsville Road man, 48, 
was charged September 2 with 
contempt of court. 

A Topping man, 38, was 
charged September 6 with failure 
to appear in Richmond County 
court.

 A Burgess woman, 31, was 
charged September 7 with public 
drunkenness and resisting arrest.       
Activity report

September 1: Staff received 
a grand larceny report from 
Bunny’s Service Station (ampli-
fi er stolen from vehicle) and 
received a report of fraudulent 
long-distance telephone charges 
from the Department of Social 
Services. Staff responded with 
the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a disorderly con-
duct complaint in the 100 block 
of Irvington Road, to an E911 
disconnect call on Carters Creek 
Road and Levelgreen Road (no 
emergency services needed), to 
an injured game animal com-
plaint on Rappahannock Drive 
and to a domestic disturbance on 
Kenner Drive. 

September 2:  Staff responded 
with Emergency Medical ser-
vices (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency in the 2700 block of Merry 
Point Road, with the White Stone 
Police Department (WSPD) to a 
suspicious person complaint on 
Mosquito Point Road (subject 
selling door-to-door), with KPD 
to a shoplifting complaint in the 
400 block of North Main Street, 
and to a prowler complaint in the 
400 block of Lara Road. Staff 
received a report of the theft of 
a dirt bike from the 2700 block 
of Morattico Road (1993 Honda 
50cc; red, white & blue in color, 
valued at $500). 

September 3:  Staff responded 
to Crawfords Corner Road on 
a complaint of an ATV being 
driven on the highway, to an 
E911 disconnect call on Carters 
Creek Road (no emergency ser-
vices needed), to a possible resi-
dential burglary in the 500 block 

of Laurel Lane, and to a larceny 
complaint in the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road. 

September 4:  Staff received a 
check fraud report from a White 
Stone area resident ($100 loss), a 
complaint of shots fi red daily at 
dawn in the area of Bald Eagle 
Drive, and responded to a reck-
less driving complaint in the 
Lancaster area. 

September 5:  Staff inves-
tigated a suspicious/disabled 
person complaint on Rappahan-
nock Drive. Staff responded to a 
fi ght call with weapons involved 
in the 3400 block of Lara Road, 
to a fi ght call on Gaines Road, to 
an E911 disconnect call on Lev-
elgreen Road (no emergency ser-
vices needed), to a mailbox van-
dalism complaint on Campbell 
Road, to a public drunkenness 
complaint on Dillin Drive and 
to a shots fi red call on Western 
Branch Road (target shooting). 
Staff responded with WSPD to 
a possible burglary in progress in 
the 1900 block of Mosquito Point 
Road (no forced entry or prop-
erty loss involved) and with KPD 
to a man with a gun complaint in 
the 1100 block of White Chapel 
Road. Staff received a noise 
violation complaint on Chesa-
peake Trail and investigated a 
suspicious vehicle complaint on 
Shoreline Drive (subject moving 
from a neighboring street).  

September 6:  Staff responded 
to an assault by threat and tres-
pass complaint on Chestnut 
Grove Lane, to a destruction of 
property complaint in the 4900 
block of Mary Ball Road, to a 
larceny complaint at a White 
Stone area motel (theft of 
towels), to a motorist’s report of 
a reckless driver in the Lively 
area, to a disturbance call on 
Twin Branch Road, to a shots 
fi red complaint on Greenvale 
Creek (determined to be fi re-
works), to a shots fi red com-
plaint in the area of River Road 
and to the Robley area to assist 
Richmond County authorities 
attempting to locate a possible 
suicidal person. Staff assisted 
Northumberland authorities by 
responding to a noise violation 
complaint in the Ditchley area.  

September 7:  Staff responded 
to a lewd/disorderly conduct 
complaint in the 400 block of 
King Carter Drive, an assault by 
threat complaint on St. Andrews 
Lane, a domestic disturbance 
on Chestnut Grove Lane and a 
drunk and disorderly conduct 
complaint on James Lane. 

Staff also conducted 23 traffi c 
stops, issued fi ve summonses, 
assisted six motorists, recorded 
three deer strikes, performed traf-
fi c control twice, investigated two 
building alarms and responded to 
two calls for animal control.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a traffi c accident on Western 
Branch Road, an equipment fi re 
on Lonesome Pine Trail, with 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department (KVFD), the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
(WSVFD) and the Fairfi elds 
Volunteer Fire Department to 
a structure fi re on Watermans 
Way and to a refl are at the same 
address.

The WSVFD responded to a 
fi re alarm on Blue Heron Lane.

The KVFD responded to a 
traffi c accident on North Main 
Street.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
reported charges against nine 
individuals last week.
Felonies

Jacarra Shay Santos, 21, of 
Heathsville was charged August 
31 with failure to appear in the 
Circuit Court.

Stuart Steger Atkins, 61, of 
Mechanicsville was charged 
September 6 with a third offense 
within 10 years of driving while 
intoxicated. He also was charged 
with misdemeanor counts of 
refusal to submit to a blood-
alcohol test, reckless driving and 
driving without a license.

Ronald Paul Green, 46, of 
Heathsville was charged Sep-
tember 7 with two counts of bur-
glary.
Misdemeanors

A Reedville woman, 50, was 
charged August 31 with a proba-
tion violation.

A Heathsville man, 18, was 
charged September 5 with disor-
derly conduct.

A Reedville man, 45, was 
charged September 6 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

A Heathsville man, 24, was 
charged September 7 with failure 
to appear in the General District 
Court.

A Heathsville man, 50, was 
charged September 7 with 
entering property with intent to 
commit damage, and destruction 
of property with a value of less 
than $1,000.

A Burgess woman, 41, was 
charged September 7 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

LANCASTER—The school board will meet Monday, Sep-
tember 16, at 6:30 p.m. in the media room at Lancaster Middle 
School.

Matt Brent will give a presentation on National Board Certi-
fi cation for teachers. Bill Warren of the Partners in Education 
Foundation will report on a duPont Foundation grant for building 
an affordable apartment complex to attract teachers to the area. 

There will be a second reading of policies before a fi nal vote. 
Superintendent Susan Sciabbarrasi will report on auctioning two 
retired school buses to the Boys and Girls Club and the possible 
effects of Gov. Tim Kaine’s latest call for budget cuts.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Chesapeake Bank chief 
executive offi cer and presi-
dent Jeffrey M. Szyperski will 
speak to Lancaster Republi-
cans on the economic situa-
tion at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, at the bank’s train-
ing center on School Street in 
Kilmarnock.

Szyperski also will discuss 
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Bank executive to address
economy for Republicans

the banking community’s 
regulatory environment, said 
committee chairman Joan 
Blackstone.

Szyperski serves on boards 
and committees of civic and 
fi nancial organizations includ-
ing the American Bankers 
Association and the Virginia 
Bankers Association.

“This meeting is open to 
the public,” Blackstone said. 
“In today’s fi nancial environ-
ment, everyone needs to be 
informed about our banking 
industry.”


