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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
School celebrations
A video presentation of the Northumberland 
school ceremony, including interviews with current 
and former students, may be found at RRecord.
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CLARAVILLE—New teachers, 
new friends, new clothes, new note-
books, and this year, a new school.  

Northumberland citizens celebrated 
an education milestone Saturday after-
noon when they shut the doors forever 
on the old middle and high schools 
and opened the door to a $40-million 
facility they hope will inspire pride 
and motivate learning.

Among those who gathered in the 
850-seat school auditorium to offi-
cially open the new facility were 
numerous political, educational and 

LANCASTER—The dredging of 
Greenvale Creek to an 8-foot depth 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
last month resulted in creation of 
a new white sand beach along the 
Rappahannock River west of the 
creek. The beach is large enough for 
Laura Longmire to take walks with 
her dog, Nesta. 

According to county administra-
tor Bill Pennell, the work was com-
pleted on time and the creation of a 
new beach from the dredged silt was 
expected.  

In the 11 years since it was last 
dredged, the channel became too 
shallow for boaters to navigate out 

LANCASTER—A dispute 
between neighbors over a manufac-
tured home had a happy ending after 
supervisors gave the group 15 min-
utes to work out their differences. 

At last week’s board of supervi-
sors’ meeting, several neighbors 
objected to an application for a spe-
cial exception by David W. George 
to locate a 76-foot single-wide man-
ufactured home on his property on 
Mosquito Point Road.

The issue with neighbors cen-
tered on the home’s location on an 
open corner that exposed it to their 
view. They asked that it be placed 
out of sight on the 20-acre wooded 
parcel. 

“Where it sits, it’s offensive,” said 
Karen Turpin. “It’s a shame that we 
as neighbors were not consulted on 
this.” Turpin and several other resi-
dents asked the owners to consider 
relocating it so it would be screened 
by trees on the property.

“My backyard view consists of a 
view of a large trailer,” Bill Gatling 
said.

LANCASTER—By a 5-0 vote, the board of supervisors 
last week postponed a decision on a proposed new boat 
ramp until a public meeting 
is held September 24. 

Postponing the deci-
sion for a month will allow 
citizens to respond to the 
proposed project on Anti-
poison Creek and a negoti-
ated 20-year lease with the 
trustee of the property, David W. George.

Supervisor Butch Jenkins objected to being rushed into 
a quick decision after having the information only days 
before the August board meeting. He also expressed con-
cern that the lease would cost taxpayers $60,000 a year 
and increase every five years “without the county owning 

A lady and her dog enjoy a walk on the “beach” along Greenvale Creek.

Greenvale Creek
dredging complete

by Audrey Thomasson into the Rappahannock River and the 
creek’s entrance had nearly closed 
from a build up of silt. Part-time resi-
dent Russell Buchanan said he plans 
to plant grasses on the beach to stop 
further erosion. 

The silt build up is normal in the 
creek and requires dredging every 
few years, according to a spokesper-
son for the Corps of Engineers. A 
scheduled dredging in 2001 was tied 
up in a lawsuit by an unsuccessful 
bidder for the contract. Soon after, 
that funding was cut. 

Rep. Rob Wittman’s continued 
efforts to win funding for the project 
paid off when Congress approved 
$450,000 in federal stimulus money 
in May.

Public boat ramp vote put on hold
by Audrey Thomasson anything at the end of the 20 years.” 

Several citizens said their first knowledge of the proj-
ect was from an article that appeared on the front page 
of The Rappahannock Record the day of the meeting. 

Supervisors Ernest Palin 
and Pete Geilich objected 
to putting the vote on hold, 
saying their committee and 
George were ready to pro-
ceed. 

“We’ve been working on 
this for over a year,” Geilich 

said. “I think it is an economic stimulus for the county. To 
buy property would be prohibitive.”

Jenkins said he wanted more time to look at the num-
bers and to hear from residents.

“All I’m asking is to let the public join this decision,” 
he said.

Where is the proposed boat ramp site? 
Look on RRecord.com where a location 
map is linked to a copy of this article.

Neighbors and county come to terms
on placement of manufactured home

Ground-breaking
ceremony set Sept. 23
The Lancaster board of 
supervisors will conduct a 
ground-breaking ceremony 
for the county’s new Judicial 
Center at 4 p.m. Septem-
ber 23. The event will take 
place behind the existing 
courthouse at 8265 Mary 
Ball Road in Lancaster. 
All citizens are invited to 
attend. 

by Audrey Thomasson

The Georges said they purchased 
the home for their daughter and her 
children and wanted it positioned 
close to theirs. They said placing it 
in the wooded area is not possible 
because the land is swampy and will 

not support a drainfield. 
“It seems the issue is not the 

trailer, it’s the position of the trailer,” 
said supervisor Pete Geilich. He 
suggested postponing the vote for a 
month to allow the Georges to work 
out a solution with their neighbors. 

Arguing that the delay would 
place a hardship on their family, 
David George said, “They’re making 
a mountain out of a molehill. As far 
as I’m concerned we did everything 
we needed to for the county. It makes 
no sense.”

Geilich responded that the objec-
tion of the neighbors would give him 
no choice but to make a motion to 
deny the special exception. He sug-
gested they meet in the hallway with 
zoning and land use director Don 
Gill to work out a solution. 

Fifteen minutes later, a resolution 
was reached and the board approved 
an amended special permit on a 5-0 
vote.

The parties agreed to a bound-
ary line adjustment so the manu-
factured home can be repositioned 
to a site less objectionable to the 
neighbors.

Ceremony marks a transition to new
school facilities in Northumberland

Student Phletria Hudnall reads 
her poem full of memories of 
the past and hopes for the future 
during the ceremony last Saturday 
transitioning from the old to the 
new Northumberland Middle and 
High schools.

New teachers and a new school welcome the new school year. Classes at Northumberland and Lancaster schools 
start September 8. From left are new teachers in Northumberland including school psychologist Becca Sterrett 
from Reston, eighth-grade world geography teacher Greg Acre from Pittsburgh and high school ecology teacher 
Joey Holmes from Alabama. Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong

business leaders.
School superintendent Clint Stables 

noted the spirit and courage of the 
community in coming together to 
build a structure that will house both 
the middle and high schools.

“If you want to see community 

support, come to Northumberland,” 
he said.  “If you want to see great 
teachers...and great students, come 
to Northumberland.  If you want to 
see dedicated elected officials, come 
to Northumberland. This is the most 
expensive capital improvement proj-
ect this county has taken on.  It took 
courage to make that happen.”

While several people said they 
would not miss the aging facilities 
that were drafty in winter and hot in 
summer, most said it was ‘people’ that 
made the difference and that wouldn’t 
change.

“The staff is what makes the differ-
ence,” said high school principal Mike 
Myers. 

“It’s only a building,” said Rep. Rob 
Wittman. “Teachers and students are 
what make a good school. But you 
have to have a 
good building to 
motivate them.” 

N o r t h u m b e r-
land is one of the 
first to take advan-
tage of a new law 
that allows public officials to team up 
with private developers to build a new 
school, he said. 

“It allows schools to go out and get 
services in the community,” he said. 
“Normally, the county could spend 
hundreds of thousands of dollars just 
to do planning. Under the new law…
there is no cash up front until the 
building phase.”

However, Rep. Wittman said it takes 
a great community effort starting with 
“a school board with the leadership 
and vision to make it all happen and 
keep it on track…and a fully commit-
ted board of supervisors. It’s really 
uplifting to see what the community 
has done.”

Memories
Nostalgia for the old schools mostly 

centered on the already demolished 
middle school, formerly Central High 
School. 

“My first day at Northumberland 
High School was one of the most 
frightening days of my life,” said 
Arnetta Butler, principal of Northum-
berland Elementary School. It was in 
the days of de-segregation, and after 
two years of having a choice between 
going to the “black school” or the 
“white school,” leaders in the Afri-
can-American community decided 
to “stop thinking of ourselves as two 
nations” and directed their children to 
change schools, she said.

“There was no orientation, but there 
were pioneers who went before us…
and other students who were will-
ing to help…and shield us,” she said. 
“Today, it’s natural. No students make 
comments about race.  I’m proud that 
Northumberland has come together 
and given us a wonderful building.”

Central High 
graduate Stanley 
Norris said he 
was sad to see the 
school torn down.

“I have mixed 
emotions about 

seeing my old school become a pile of 
bricks.  But at the same time, I under-
stand change. I’m here to celebrate 
change,” said Norris. “This is the new 
era” of change in government, in our 
president, and a new school building.

Middle school principal Robert 
Bailey said he never thought he’d see 
such a complex come together during 
his employment at the school. His 
most memorable moment from the 
past was when then principal Clint 
Stables asked him to step up from his 
coaching position and become vice-
principal.

“He wanted me to become part of 
the administration team,” he said. 
Now Bailey is meeting a second gen-
eration of students, the children of the 
kids he taught.

Edwina Dawson said she was in 
the first class to attend eighth through 

by Audrey Thomasson
To view video coverage 
of the ceremony and 
related interviews, go to 
RRecord.com.

For more back-to-school 
news, see pages C5-8.

NEW SCHOOL, continued on page A2
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MAIN STREET GIFTS

Store Closing!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

50% - 60% OFF
Everything!

Open: Tuesday - Saturday  10-5

453 N. Main, Chesapeake Commons
Kilmarnock, Va.  435-2761

Open this Sunday, Sept. 6   12-4

MAIN STREET GIFTS

Store Closing!
We anticipate our store closing sale will 

be completed by Sept. 20th. Then we 
will close Main Street Gifts, after 15 

great years. Years filled with fun people, 
both familiar and new. So lucky we are, 

blessed with the encouragement and 
support of so many. We smile as we 

remember your faces coming through 
our doors. So-long, for now. 

Many Many Thanks.

Ann & Larry Moore

Open: Tuesday - Saturday  10-5
453 N. Main, Chesapeake Commons

Kilmarnock, Va.  435-2761

Savannah Joe’s
6:30pm - 10:30pm

Ron Moody and the Centaurs
Friday, September 4

804-435-6000 • Kilmarnock

$7 Buffett Friday−Chicken, pulled pork, 
beans, slaw, rolls and sauce

6pm-8:30pm
Full Menu Available Until 9pm • Sandwiches til 10pm

Beer & Barbeque 
& Rock n’Roll

NHS art and photography teacher Eddie Barnes Jr. prepares 
for the first day of classes at the new school.  Outside the 
classroom on an enclosed patio for art projects and lunching 
students, members of the flag squad rehearse.

twelfth grades at the former 
high school. In those days, 
typing was on manual typewrit-
ers, football was just getting 
established and poodle-skirts 
and crinolines were the rage 
with teen girls, she said.

Today, approximately 700 
middle and high school stu-
dents will experience advanced 
technology in the classrooms 
of the new 160,000-square-
foot facility. With the capacity 
to handle up to 1,000 students, 
Stables said the schools will 
benefit from shared resources 
and an economy of scale, such 
as a shared kitchen and library, 
and teachers and coaches who 
can cross between schools. The 
auditorium can facilitate con-
certs and other events for the 
community.

Zachary Kent, 11, said he 
was excited to start sixth grade 
in the new building. Like most 
students, he had already toured 

New school
continued from page A1

R I C H M O N D — B e g i n -
ning the second week of 
September,Virginia Emergency 
Management will conduct a 
telephone survey of residents 
living in the Northern Neck, 
Middle Peninsula and other 
coastal areas.  The survey will 
gauge residents’ emergency 
preparedness level, and the 
results will help emergency 
officials improve plans.

“Emergency planning doesn’t 
happen in a vacuum – its’ a col-
laboration among local, state 
and federal partners,” said 
Michael Cline, state coordi-
nator for the Virginia Depart-
ment of Emergency Manage-
ment.  “The general public is a 
key part of that.  We can better 
respond to emergencies when 
we know what people think and 
expect.”

Virginia Emergency Manage-
ment, a partnership of state and 
local emergency management 
agencies, has contracted Dew-
berry to conduct the random 
sample of 1,200 landline and 
300 cell phone numbers.

Topics will include residents’ 
concerns about hurricanes, 
beliefs about home safety from 
wind and water, knowledge of 
home location relative to surge 
zones, personal evacuation his-
tory, evacuation intent for hur-
ricanes or other hazards and 
reasons for leaving or staying.

Callers also will ask a series 

Helping wounded veterans
From left are American Legion Post 86 treasurer Jesse Dize 
and Jordon Abbott, 6, who operated a lemonade stand at 
a recent Kilmarnock Farmers’ Market. She raised more 
than $30 for the Wounded Warrior Project to aid returning 
wounded veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. In 
related activities, the post recently sponsored a concert by the 
Hunt Family Irish Step Dancers and Fiddlers and the Tartan 
Golf Club in Weems hosted a golf tournament to benefit the 
program.

the facility but the budding ath-
lete wanted a second peek at 
the new middle school gymna-
sium. 

“I won’t miss the old school 
at all,” he said.

For video coverage of Satur-
day’s event, visit RRecord.com.

Survey seeks to gauge
residents’ preparedness

of demographics questions, 
such as household size and 
education level, to help the 
Commonwealth better com-
municate with specific popula-
tions.

Results of the survey, avail-
able in mid-October, will help 
to identify the location and 
number of  residents who have 
transportation needs, find addi-
tional evacuation routes out 
of the area if necessary and 
reevaluate current transit ser-
vices with respect to evacua-
tion.  

Federal funds through the 
Regional Catastrophic Plan-
ning Grant Project will pay for 
the survey.  The grant’s focus 
is to plan for a large-scale 
evacuation of the Hampton 
Roads area, including mass 
care, sheltering, and resource 
and commodity needs for three 
separate scenarios.  Scenar-
ios are a major hurricane, an 
improvised explosive device 
detonation and an aerosol 
anthrax event.    

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors on Thursday, 
September 10, will consider 
two separate requests for 
conditional use permits. The 
board will convene at 5 p.m. 
in the courts building at 39 
Judicial Place in Heathsville. 

Lon Crow and Marian Mani 
are seeking authorization to 
establish an office building 
at 17635 Richmond Road in 
Callao.

Leslie and Lori Crawley 
are seeking authorization to 
open a child care center at 
5243 Jessie DuPont Memo-
rial Highway in Wicomico 
Church. 

The board also will con-
sider an amendment requir-
ing any proposed remodel-
ing, alteration or additions 
to nonconforming lots within 
the seaward 50-foot resource 
protection area be reviewed 
by the board of supervisors. 
Similar construction plans 
within the landward side 
of the RPA would still be 
reviewed administratively. 

All three issues are set for 
public hearing at 7 p.m.

COLONIAL BEACH—
The Potomac River Fisher-
ies Commission (PRFC) will 
meet at 2 p.m. September 10 
in the John T. Parran Hearing 
Room of the PRFC building at 
222 Taylor Street in Colonial 
Beach.

A public hearing will 
address the Potomac River 
oyster fishery in light of the 
final decision of the EIS to 
limit restoration efforts to only 
native oysters. The commis-
sion will consider a complete 
harvest moratorium, chang-
ing the season dates or times, 
changing size limits, allowing 
power hand scraping in addi-
tional areas, and adding addi-
tional sanctuaries areas, or any 
combination.

The agenda will include a 
crab harvest report, and an 
Oyster/Clam Advisory Com-
mittee report.

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will meet tonight (Sep-
tember 3).

Under new business, council 
will consider a request from 
White Stone Baptist Church to 
use property behind the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

Council also will hear com-
mittee and staff reports.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Let us help you choose.

Call your local Authorized Anthem 
agent today tolearn more.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the 
town of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of An-
them Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 
®Registered marks Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA 

The right health plan 
at the right price?
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Jean’s

Bargain
Center

“Why by New When Used Will Do”
Open Mon. thru Sat.

804-580-2850
Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

Secondhand Rose
Thrift, Antiques & Consignment

New Junk Daily
Wed to Sat  10-4
804-580-2084

1428 Hull Neck Rd. (Old Edwardsville Store)

Great Stuff & Co.
Antiques, Gifts, Pottery 

Linens & Arrangement Design
804-313-7796

Hours: Thurs.-Sat. 10 am-3 pm
6904 Northumberland Hwy

Heathsville, Virginia

BURGESS HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

HOURS: MON. - SAT. 10:30-5 PM

Burgess, VA  (804) 453-5900

Furniture, Home Decor, Nautical Items,
 Jewelry and Collectables.
Old, New and In-between!

LOOK FOR THE BIG CHAIR!

Summer Sale
Bring this ad in for Extra 10% off

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-3 • Sun. 1-5
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

Buzzie’s Place
gift shop

All Occasion Gifts upstairs 
Thrifty Buys downstairs

804-580-2228
Thurs.-Sat. 10-5

6934 Northumberland Highway
right in the middle of Heathsville

Fine Things
Carved Bird & Decoy Sale

Antiques, Furniture & Gifts
Historical Prints, Documents

At the “LIGHT” in Callao
804-529-5478   www.callaofi nethings.com

Specialty Shops
Antiques & Treasures

 Kids’ Closet
    Children’s
         Consignment
              & Maternity

Mon-Sat 10:00-5:00
Wicomico Church, VA • 804-580-8818

Material Girl
Quilt Shop
(804) 453-6003

Tues. - Sat. 10-5

16658 Northumberland Hwy 
Reedville, VA

The Clay Bakery
A Paint Your Own Pottery Studio

  Warsaw, VA

 Phone: 804-313-BAKE (2253)
 Email: theclaybakery@aol.com
 Website: www.theclaybakery.com

C&M Consignment
Clothing (Ladies, Men & Children), 
Furniture, Jewelry, Shoes, Purses, 
Linens, Accessories & Much More

You Bring It...We Sell It!
Tues.-Sat.  11 to 6 • 804-580-4163

7072 Northumberland Hwy.
Heathsville, VA

                                        

  

           
“Like New” Children’s & M aternity Consignment

Clip Ad & Bring For 10% Off 
Next Purchase  (Expires 7/31/09)

Hours:  M-F 10:00-5:00, Sat 10:00-2:00
Burgess, VA 453-3115

www.t-towntack.com
Tappahannock, va • 804-443-4614

T-Town Tack

Bring this ad in for 15 % off Storewide
(Excludes Vera Bradley)

25% off Select Yankee Candles
1251 Tappahannock Blvd.

Tappahannock, VA  •  804-443-6338

MURPHY
SEED SERVICE, INC.
Fall Sale (one day only)

Sat., Sept. 5 • 8 am to 1 pm
Fall vegetable plants • Mums & Pansies

Many specials throughout the store.

804-472-2755 • Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-1
Rt. 202  • Mt. Holly, VA

Lilian Lumber 
Home Center

Route 360, Burgess • 804-453-4911

End of Season Sale
Up to 25% off

Don’t Forget Our Seniors 
Discount-10% OFF Every Wednesday

New Fall Merchandise Arriving Daily
Summer Sale 20 to 75% Off

Open Labor Day • Back to School Sale !!
Newborn - Children’s Size 14

Hours: M-F 10:00-5:00, Sat. 10:00-2:00 
Burgess, VA                              804- 453-3115

“Like New” Children’s Clothing & Maternity Consignment

5445 Richmond Rd., Warsaw, VA  •  804-333-6600

Hugh Labor Day Sale
All Summer Merchandise

50% to 80% off

Old Dominion Soap Company 

Feeling Crabby Gifts 

 
Handmade Soaps 
Unique Gifts 

 

Located 2 miles outside of Callao  

on Rt. 202 (2248 Hampton Hall Road) 

Open Friday and Saturday 10am to 5pm 

 

     540-661-3316  www.odsoap.com 
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     540-661-3316  www.odsoap.com 

Old Dominion Soap Company 

Feeling Crabby Gifts 

 
Handmade Soaps 
Unique Gifts 

 

Located 2 miles outside of Callao  

on Rt. 202 (2248 Hampton Hall Road) 

Open Friday and Saturday 10am to 5pm 

 

     540-661-3316  www.odsoap.com 

L ted 2

Old Domin

Ergoline state of 
the art tanning 

beds. 
Skin Certifi ed.

Tappahannock Town Center
1388G Tappahannock Blvd.

Tappahannock, VA • 804-445-8182

Bring This Ad for 
$1000 off any package

Plum Summer™

Nice things for You and Your Home
FALL  HOURS:

 Thurs. Fri. Sat.  10 to 4
Sun.  12 to 4
804-453-4553

Route 360 & 200 in Burgess, VA

Thank you for all the cards, gifts,
thoughts and prayers.

The encouragement and overwhelming
support has been wonderful.

Love,
 Ryiah and Family

A U C T I O N  T O N I G H T !
Thursday, Sept. 3, 2009 @ 6 p.m.

124 Rappahannock Ave. • Downtown Urbanna
Preview Starts at 4 p.m. Sale Day

John Barber, Stoneware Crocks, Antiques, Collectibles, 
Furniture, Household, Books, Box Lots, More!

Bring a chair and a friend!      Food available.

Next Auction September 10, 2009 • 6 p.m.
MATTHEW ELLIOTT VAAL#3760 • TERRY SMITH VAAL#3762 

758-0909 • 296-5752
For Pictures go to Auctionzip.com (Auctioneer #18047)

We accept cash, check, MC & Visa. 3% buyer’s premium waived if 
paying with cash or check. Announcements made the day of the 

sale take precedence over all others stated or printed.

LANCASTER—Richard L. 
Pleasants recently launched his 
campaign for the Lancaster board 
of supervisors in District 1, with a 
promise to promote a diversified 
local economy to provide home-
town opportunities for everyone 
who wants to stay.   

“There must be a clear vision, 
a sound strategy, a detailed plan 
and disciplined action in county 
government to promote sustain-
able workforce development, 
diversification of economic 
development, including light 
manufacturing, high tech, envi-
ronmental innovation and so on,” 
he said. “Our county’s future 
should include affordable hous-
ing for our younger families just 
getting started in their careers as 
teachers, in retail sales, in banks, 
in the insurance industry. 

“I also believe our county 
can strike a better balance with 
opportunities for the next gen-
eration, and peaceful coexistence 
with people coming to live in 
Lancaster County to retire and 
live near our precious Rappahan-
nock River and the Chesapeake 
Bay,” he said. “I truly believe the 
legacy of the Northern Neck is in 
the people, the land and natural 
resources and in the future we 
build and sustain for the children 
of Lancaster County.” 

The current economic down-
turn in the county, state and nation 
is a primary concern Pleasants 
hopes to address on the local 
level. 

Pleasants campaigns for District 1 seat in Lancaster

Richard L. Pleasants

“Most of our local businesses 
are suffering in the deep eco-
nomic recession we are currently 
digging ourselves out of,” he said. 
“As a result, we have high unem-
ployment in Lancaster County, 
which is higher than any other 
county in the Northern Neck, on 
average. I am not an advocate of 
raising taxes. I am much more 
focused on where our tax dol-
lars are spent. I think the county 
needs to continue to improve 
our working relationships with 
county school leadership, with a 
renewed focus on mutual respect, 
responsibility, accountability and 
a shared vision for improving the 
quality of education for the chil-
dren of Lancaster County.”  

Pleasants and his wife, Holly 
Ransone Pleasants, moved to the 
county in October 2005 so she 
could be closer to her family. She 
later started a business, NetCruis-
ers Café. Pleasants, 42, also runs 

his own business, DCS Consult-
ing, working with commercial 
and federal government clients. 

Pleasants, his wife and their 
two-year-old son, Ketner Chris-
tian Pleasants, live on Bewdley 
Road. He is running as an inde-
pendent.

“I believe it has come time 
for us to consider a more civil 
and balanced approach in Dis-
trict 1 from the next generation 
of leaders willing to serve,” said 
Pleasants. “I have visited many 
individuals and families in Dis-
trict 1 and will continue to talk 
with people in my community 
about my vision of leadership for 
our county. I believe in an open 
door policy in local government, 
with courtesy and respect for the 
citizens you represent, as well as 
a good working relationship with 
state government agencies and 
their leaderships.“

Pleasants grew up in Mary-
land and North Carolina, where, 
as a youth helping his mother 
campaign for mayor and county 
commissioner (she narrowly lost 
both races), he learned about 
local politics and the real needs 
of people. “I have a special place 
in my heart for the education and 
job opportunities for the younger 
population of Lancaster County,“ 
he said. “Not all of the children 
coming out of high school will go 
to college, and not all of them will 
settle for the limited opportunities 
the Northern Neck now offers. “

Pleasants said he has sup-
ported and worked with state and 
national candidates over the past 
20 years. He started his computer 
and consulting education in the 
U.S. Navy, where he served active 
and reserve duty for seven years. 
He said he has more than 20 years 
of experience with business, non-
profit and governmental account-
ing, information technology and 

business consulting and business 
and organizational planning, 
design and operations.

“I am excited to be running as 
an independent for public office 
in our community, and I truly 

believe I can bring a more civil 
and balanced approach to repre-
sentation of the citizens of Dis-
trict 1 in Lancaster County,” he 
said. “I consider public service 
as a local government official 

a privilege. Please feel free to 
contact me on my email address, 
pleasantsforsupervisor@gmail.
com, as I truly want to hear your 
ideas for better government in 
Lancaster County.”

■ Schedule adjustment
Due to the Labor Day holiday 

there will be no lane closures on 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge 
until Wednesday, September 9. 
Motorists will be restricted to 
one lane on the bridge from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday. 

 The bridge is on Route 3 at 
White Stone and connects Lan-
caster and Middlesex counties. 
For project information and 
updates, visit vdot.virginia.gov. 
For real time traffic information, 
visit 511virginia.gov, or call 511.

■ Raffle
The White Stone Volunteer 

Fire Department launched its 
fourth annual raffle in May. 
Prizes are first, $10,000; second, 
$2,500; third through fifth, 
$1,000; sixth through 10th, 
$500; and 11th through 20th, 
$250. Tickets are still available. 
Call 436-6242, or contact any 
WSVFD member. The draw-
ing  will be September 19 at 
the firehouse in White Stone 
at 5 p.m. Beverages and finger 
foods will be provided for all 
ticket holders who attend.

NEWS BREAK



CommunityForum  September 3, 2009
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A4

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In last week’s column I paid tribute to the 
exemplary service of Charles Warner, the 
former president of the Northern Neck of Vir-
ginia Historical Society who recently died. I 
had been planning an item on the society’s 
current president, Mrs. Virginia Brown of 
Mount Holly in Westmoreland County, and 
this seems a fitting time to take note of her 
manifold accomplishments.

Virginia lives in her late husband’s ancestral 
antebellum home, “Spring Grove,” but origi-
nally she came from Southampton County, 
where she grew up with her first cousin, the 
late Treenie Chilton, who also migrated to the 
Northern Neck, and spent most of her life at 
Lancaster Courthouse. Like Treenie, Virginia 
was originally a teacher, and spent most of 
her career as a school librarian, sharing the 
academic profession with her husband.

In retirement they returned to his roots, and 
Virginia began the long course she continues 
to pursue promoting the study of the history 
of the Northern Neck. For an initial nine 
years, she served as editor of the Northern 
Neck of Virginia Historical Society Maga-
zine, producing a splendid array of scholarly 
articles, documenting aspects of our past that 
might otherwise have been lost to future gen-
erations.

She and her publications committee devel-

oped the magazine into the fine regional his-
torical journal it is recognized to be by schol-
ars across the nation. Simultaneously, Virginia 
has given thousands of hours to conserving 
and developing the society’s vast collection of 
books and documents at its library and archive 
in Montross. For the many 
scholars who travel to the 
library, whether locally 
or transcontinentally, Vir-
ginia has been the face of 
the society.

She retired once from 
the editorship of the mag-
azine, then resumed it, 
continuing to edit in her 
impeccable style. During 
this period she also found 
the time to be co-chairman 
of Westmoreland County’s 350th anniversary 
celebration in 2003. When she re-retired from 
the editor’s desk, she became the society’s 
first vice-president, having been Westmore-
land County vice-president, and in 2005 the 
society elected her its 21st president.

For many years, the society had aspired to 
have its own headquarters and library space. 
Under Virginia’s leadership, that goal now 
has been achieved. Earlier this year the soci-
ety took title to the former residence of the 

late Everett Marsh, a Lancaster County native 
who had emigrated to Montross where he had 
operated his barbershop for many years. The 
house on Route 3 is centrally located and now 
is wheelchair accessible. In October, it will be 
opened officially.

Also in October, 
Virginia will complete 
four years as the soci-
ety’s president, and the 
fitting accolades that 
are coming her way 
speak of this “golden 
age” which she has 
achieved in fulfilling 
the goals of the  mem-
bership over these 
many years. For Vir-
ginia, all of her efforts 

have been part of a seamless teacher’s dedica-
tion to her ideals, treasuring and advancing 
the knowledge of the past in order to under-
stand the present.

She has been a master teacher because first 
she has been a master student, who has spent 
her life learning, and imparting the wisdom 
of her accumulated studies to any who are 
sufficiently fortunate to know her. I recall 
some years ago her enthusiasm in going to 
Europe on an academic tour to trace Jeffer-

son’s footsteps in visiting the places in which 
he had found inspiration. Virginia always has 
been eager to learn, and equally eager to pass 
along her own discoveries.

The Historical Society now is almost six 
decades old, having grown from the initial 
group, which joined Sen. Robert O. Norris Jr. 
in founding it to the vibrant institution that is 
the umbrella of all historical organizations in 
the Northern Neck. Over the last four years, 
thanks to Virginia’s leadership, the mission 
has grown with the addition of tours to his-
toric sites, commemorations of events unique 
to the history of the Northern Neck, and dis-
cussion seminars on the practical applications 
of historic preservation in our own day.

Long ago she expressed the desire to reach 
more people. Today, even a brief review of her 
tenure documents the success she has attained 
in engaging a wide audience in sharing her 
devotion to the past. Few people have grasped 
the dynamism of tradition as clearly as Vir-
ginia, and none deserves more credit than she 
in energizing the past as a part of our current 
lifestyle.  

What I have written here is but a scant 
survey of Virginia’s many years of selfless 
service. As she retires from the society’s pres-
idency, all who thrive on the study of the past 
owe her a tremendous round of applause.

She and her publications 
committee developed the 
magazine into the fine 
regional historical journal 
it is recognized to be by 
scholars across the nation. 

Focal Point

How hot was it?
It was so hot in August, Boyd Bragg of Irvington and 
his cousin, Lewis Bragg of Mount Pleasant, S.C., didn’t 
need a skillet to fry an egg on the top of a piling at their 
grandparents’ pier.

Photo by Barbara Bragg

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
Have you heard the 

saying: “The more words, 
the less wisdom?”

Effective immediately, 
letters to the editor may not 
exceed 300 words.

I can’t believe I wrote 
that.

I’ve always tried to accom-
modate all letters regardless 
of length. But, some folks 
think they deserve more, and 
for them there is always the 
option of advertising.

I’m tired of seeing 
novella-length letters left in 
the file because there’s no 
room for them on the page.  
I’m tired of seeing them take 
up so much space on the 
page, when the writer could 
make the same point in less 
the space. And I’m tired of 
hearing from folks asking 
us to impose a maximum 
length.

And I’m tired of seeing 
letters of average length 
get left in the file because 
there’s one or two hogging 
all of the news hole.

Get to the point.
A letter of 300 words 

stretches approximately a 
half a column in length. 

As a guide, I’m offering 
this bit of wisdom found in 
the first paragraph of The 
King’s English, by H.W. 
Fowler and F. G. Fowler:

“Anyone who wishes to 
become a good writer should 
endeavor, before he allows 
himself to be tempted by the 
showy qualities, to be direct, 
simple, brief, vigorous, and 
lucid.

“This general principle 
may be translated into prac-
tical rules in the domain of 
vocabulary as follows:

Prefer the familiar word to 
the far-fetched.

Prefer the concrete word 
to the abstract.

Prefer the single word to 
the circumlocution.

Prefer the simple word to 
the long.

Prefer the Saxon word to 
the Romance.”

Letters longer than 300 
words will be returned to the 
writer for additional word-
smithing.

If the letter is resubmitted 
and is still longer than 300 
words, I will cut it.

This bit of Fiction of Fact 
is 300 words long.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Last week I had the opportu-
nity to visit several schools 

to speak, listen and learn. I 
dropped by Northumberland 
Elementary to congratulate 
them on their excellent test 
scores (a 98 percent SOL pass 
rate in history!) and I dropped 
by the new high school in Nor-
thumberland to mark the clos-
ing of the old high school.

However, the real learning 
experience was during my visit 
with Westmoreland County 
Schools, where superintendent 
Dr. Elaine Fogliani delivered 
the “Theme of the Year” to her 
teachers and staff.

Most of Dr. Fogliani’s 
remarks focused on competi-
tiveness in an age of global 
competition – and relayed what 
she learned from a trip to India 
last year.

When looking at India’s 
school systems, several things 
were clear. The most significant 
shortcoming of their system of 
education is that it is not uni-
versal.  There is a “funnel” 
through which kids pass. This 
funnel means that fewer kids 
are in middle school than in 
primary school, and only 30 
percent make it to high school.

However, that 30 percent 
are eating our proverbial lunch 
with a combination of parental 
drive and personal work ethic.

Education is so highly prized 
(coupled with their lower stan-
dard of living), their facilities 
can be comparable, but in their 
system a teacher with a PhD 
will teach chemistry to eighth-
graders.

In the U.S., less than 40 per-
cent of students take a science 
course more rigorous than gen-
eral biology, and only 18 per-
cent take advanced classes in 
physics, chemistry or biology.

As our kids get ready for the 
school year, I will be focused 
on the film Dr. Fogliani fea-
tured, “Two Million Minutes.”  
Regardless of nationality, as 
soon as a student completes 
the eighth-grade, the child has 
approximately two million 
minutes until high school grad-
uation and to build their intel-
lectual foundation. 

The film compares how dif-
ferent countries’ kids use their 
time and what that means to the 
future they make.

Also, Dr. Fogliani related a 
story about her conversation 
with a school superintendent 
in India whom she asked about 
their schools’ biggest chal-
lenge.

“Oh, the parents,” said the 
Indian superintendent.  “No 
matter how much work we give 
to the students, the parents are 
always demanding that we push 
them more, more, more.”

This is not exactly the prob-
lem I’ve heard teachers com-
plain about here.

To help compete globally, 
Westmoreland is committed to 
helping kids by going beyond 
the SOLs to the critical think-
ing skills needed in the infor-
mation age.  To do this, Dr. 
Fogliani notes, it is going to 
take a community effort, with 
a push from parents, volunteers 
and government.

I left with a renewed energy 
to do what I needed to help. 
Please go talk to Dr. Fogliani 
– or any other local superin-
tendent – and figure out what 
you can do to help as well. Our 
future depends on it.

Editor’s note: This will be 
Del. Pollard’s last column 
appearing in the Rappahan-
nock Record until after the 
November 3 election.

YOUR LETTERS

What was the purpose of 
dredging Greenvale Creek? 
It was dredged because it had 
become non-navigable to any 
but extremely shallow draft 
vessels.

Why focus on Greenvale 
Creek? There are several rea-
sons. First, this creek has the 
only free public boat landing 
in Lancaster County that can 
handle boats larger than canoes. 
Second, this creek still sustains 
several businesses that depend 
on water access.

The contractor who did the 
dredging did an excellent job. 
There was nothing sloppy 
or unprofessional about it. 
The creek was dredged in the 
required time and to a depth of 
eight feet mean low water. The 
dredging did not simply widen 
the mouth. In fact, it has opened 
up the creek and deepened the 
channel into the creek so that 
the depth is more than suffi-
cient to reach both the marina 
and the public boat landing.

No grasses were destroyed 
by the dredging because the 
riverfront where the spoils 
were placed has, for years, had 
groins, riprap, or bulkheads. 
There was no grass to destroy. 
Moreover, the spoils have now 
settled into clean white sand. 
There is no odor.

I have lived on this creek for 
64 years and I remember when 
it had 100 working water-
men. My father, E.J. “Buttsie” 
Conrad bought the land for 
the public landing. During my 
time on the creek, it has been 
dredged many times. Each 
time, the job has been put out 
for public bids. The current job 
was well done.

Bill Pennell pushed to get 
stimulus money to dredge the 
creek. Although dredging had 
been scheduled for a number of 
years, it had been continuously 
derailed by events such as hur-
ricane Katrina. I also note that 
Rep. Rob Wittman, Sen. Jim 
Webb, and Del. Albert Pollard 
Jr. provided bipartisan support 
of this project.

Milton Conrad,
Mollusk

Answers on the
dredging of
Greenvale Creek

Many politicians in our 
country continue to talk of the 
millions of uninsured people 
who have no access to health 
care. Do any of them ever men-
tion the existence of free health 
clinics that care for many of 
these people? These politicians 
think the only solution to health 
needs is to have government 
control and administration.

The Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic has been in active 
operation since October 1993. It 
is served without fees by most 
of the physicians in this region 
and by many other health care 
professionals. The clinic also 
has a pharmacy staffed by 
volunteer pharmacists and a 
modern dental facility with six 
dental chairs staffed by many 
volunteer dentists.

By the end of 2009 the 
clinic, during its existence, will 
have cared for 6,600 patients, 

Free clinics are
part of the solution

hosted 75,973 patient visits, 
filled 297,732 prescriptions, 
completed 61,897 lab tests and 
received 195,229 volunteer 
hours. In sum total, the clinic 
will have provided more than 
$36 million worth of health 
care.

There are more than 55 free 
health clinics in Virginia, some 
of them in operation for many 
years. These clinics provide 
many millions of dollars of 
health care.

I and many of my profes-
sional colleagues have vol-
unteered services for years. 
In addition, we are supported 
by the volunteerism of many 
of our citizens. The clinic is 
supported by donations and it 
could not be successful without 
this community involvement.

We welcome government 
cooperation in our mission. 
Perhaps the way to start effec-
tive health-care reform is to 
recognize what is in place and 
what works, and build from 
there.

Richard N. Baylor, MD,
Kilmarnock

Following up on concerns I 
raised last year, I have requested 
and received fiscal year 2009 
(ended 30 June) expenditure 
figures for Lancaster County.  

While these figures have 
not yet been audited, they are 
expected to change very little, 
if any. Some $26.194 million 
was appropriated; expenditures 
were $25.636 million for over-
all execution of 98 percent.

Within these totals, the 
schools spent $14.985 mil-
lion of their appropriation of 
$15.212; while the school caf-
eteria is not supported with 
county funds, it is worth noting 
that spending was less than 
appropriated and revenues 
exceeded expenditures.  The 
school board and the adminis-
tration under Dr. Susan Sciab-
barrasi and finance officer Sue 
Salg get an A+ for financial 
management.

The following, however, 
reflects the Sheriff’s Office 
performance: Law Enforce-
ment appropriated $1.277 
million, spent $1.395 million; 
+$.118 million [+9.26 percent 
] over. Corrections: $.899 mil-
lion appropriated, spent $.915 
million; $.016 million over.

Although these over-expen-
ditures are not as severe as the 
previous fiscal year, this pattern 
of excessive spending is unac-
ceptable. These are taxpayer 
dollars entrusted to county 
officials who have a basic fidu-
ciary responsibility and also a 
legal responsibility under the 
laws of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia.

There are two major issues: 
compliance with the laws of the 
Commonwealth and account-
ability enforcement by the 
appropriating authority.

Section 15.2-2507 of the 
Code of Virginia addresses 
budget amendments. There was 
a late June board of supervisors 
meeting when the new fiscal 
2010 budget appropriations 
were approved and adopted. 
This window-of-opportunity 
was fully available to seek 
supplemental FY 2009 funding 

Sheriff ’s budget 
packages studied

for any entity that needed more 
funding. It was ignored; the 
“burn rate” clearly showed a 
“bust” coming in law enforce-
ment without management 
action to either defer items, 
obtain additional funding, or 
a combination of both. Most 
of the items contributing to 
the over-expenditure were to 
some degree discretionary. 
Over-expenditure on these 
items could have at least been 
reduced by a simple decision 
not to spend.

Numerous subsections of 
15.2 address the operations 
of county government. 15.2-
25.11 B. regarding audits 
states: “Any shortage existing 
in the accounts of the local-
ity or constitutional officer...
shall be made public within 
thirty days after the short-
age is discovered...statement 
thereof...filed in the clerk’s 
office of such court...”  Addi-
tionally, subsection 2511.2A 
addresses “Waste” as “thought-
less or careless expenditure...
to the detriment ...of the local-
ity...” 15.2-1239 states “If any 
department or agency of the 
county government purchases 
or contracts for any supplies...
contrary to the provisions of 
this article...such contract shall 
be void and the head of such 
department...shall be person-
ally liable for the costs...”

The fact that the chief law 
enforcement officer of Lan-
caster County is not following 
the law pertaining to appropri-
ated funds must be troubling 
to all voters and taxpayers, not 
to mention our young people 
who will see this as a very bad 
example. The sheriff must be 
held accountable. I urge the 
board of supervisors, within 
the broad authority of statute, 
to make him accountable now 
and make this Constitutional 
officer take seriously the limits 
of his appropriated authority.

Additionally, the county 
executive, in coordination 
with the board, should pursue 
consolidating all supplies pur-
chases in support of the sher-
iff ’s office as provided for in 
section 15.2-1235 and defined 
in subsection 1234 since this 
was a major contributor to the 
over-expenditures.

Dana J. Gilmour,
White Stone

I was on the Kilmarnock Town 
Council at the time the land was 
purchased on the corner of Towne 
Center Drive and Main Street.

It was purchased by the town 
so that unwanted development 
would not infringe on the down-
town area and cause too much 
congestion. It has been discussed 
several times over the years to 
keep it green or build a new town 
complex on the site. In my opin-
ion, the best plan has always been 
to keep it green and control it.

A new town complex sounds 
like a good idea if it was built at 
the present site of the town office 
on North Main Street, where the 
congestion is not as bad.

With the current economic 
conditions, bids for construction 
should be very competitive and 
several should be received. The 
plan sounds like it is worth look-
ing into.

Robert E. Wille,
Kilmarnock

Keep it green

A letter appearing last 
week, entitled Common 
Sense, should have noted 
that it represented the words 
of Dr. Adrian P. Rogers 
(1931-2005), former senior 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis and 
three-term president of the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

According to Wikipedia 
and other sources, the quote 
is from a longer passage in 
his 1996 work, Ten Secrets 
for a Successful Family. 

Clarification
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CAPT. FAUNCE SEAFOOD, INC.

Crabs • Oysters • Shrimp 
Crabmeat • Fish •Scallops 
Crabcakes and Much More!

804-493-8690
2811 Cople Hwy., Montross

2 LOCATIONS to serve you BETTER!

804-333-3935
 123 Maple St. Unit 3, Warsaw

Cockrell’s Creek
Seafood & Deli

• STEAMED CRABS • CRAB CAKES

• SEAFOOD SALADS • LUNCHEON PLATES

• ENTREES

– Eat in or Take Out–
Come by Land or Water • 453-6326

Fleeton Rd • Reedville

Present this ad for $2 off on entree  &  $4 off steamed crabs.

Northern Neck 
Seafood Restaurant

804-333-3636
Mediterranean Grill

Open 7 Days For Dining 10-9
Credit & EBT Cards Accepted

Between Tappahannock & Warsaw Red Hill on Rt. 360 Hwy

Fresh and Frozen
Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5pm
14515 Northumberland Highway 

Burgess, VA

Crabs • Crabmeat • Shrimp • Fish • Clams 
Soft Crabs • Crab Cakes • Oysters

LITTLE RIVER 
SEAFOOD

Cap’n Red’s Seafood

Hard Crabs, Shrimp, Fish, 
Soft Crabs, Oysters, 

Lobster & More!
804-435-9070

Rt 3 N. 130 Christopher Dr.
(behind Car Wash Cafe)

Kilmarnock

Fresh Seafood, Bison, Homemade 
Deli Foods & Desserts

804-435-3530
Tues.-Fri. 10-5:30, Sat. 10-4

Chesapeake Commons Shopping 
Center • Kilmarnock, Virginia

Cap’n Tom’s Seafood
“Quality Without Question” 

Steamed Crabs, Crab Meat, Soft Shell Crabs,
Crab Cakes, Shrimp, Lobster, Sugar Toads, Clams, 

Oysters, Fish, Scallops & Lots More!
Open 7 days a week • 804-462-5507

60 Woods Rd “Bertrand” • Lancaster, VA

Come see Diane & Bob Lentz at

To-Do CAFE
Seafood, Steaks and more

Eat In, Carry Out or Cook It at Home.

1008 Church Lane
Tappahannock, VA • 804-443-2002

Here’s Where To Find Local

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

I spent a good deal of last 
week in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula attend-
ing events and catching up 
with folks. It’s easy for people 
in Washington to get caught 
up in events and forget about 
what is important back home. 
That’s why I drive home to 
Montross every night, even 
when Congress is in session, 
and why I’m enjoying the 
August district work period 
so much.

This week I attended a 
meeting on creek dredging in 
the Northern Neck, and I’ve 
also been focused on the prob-
lems arising from an enlarged 
population of cownose rays in 
the Chesapeake Bay.

The dredging of creeks 
may not seem as pressing 
as the impending healthcare 
debate, but those with homes 
off of creeks, the bait shops, 
marinas and other commer-
cial ventures, are feeling 
the pinch of creeks that are 

coming close to silting in, 
essentially  blocking all water 
traffic. Securing dollars for 
dredging has always been dif-
ficult and will become more 
so given the current budget 
outlook.

I met this week with the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
and local officials to chart a 
course to meet future dredg-
ing needs. We are proposing 
innovative solutions to group 
together projects across locali-
ties to cut costs and time on 
dredging. A significant share of 
the costs associated with dredg-
ing is simply mobilization. So 
if we were to group projects 
across a region and begin them 
together rather than over a pro-
longed period, we can speed up 
the process and get more bang 
for our bucks.

Over the last several years, 
populations of cownose 
rays have exploded in the 
Chesapeake Bay. Rays move 
through the bay eating hun-

dreds of millions of tons of 
shellfish, including oysters.  
The overabundance of rays 
is negatively affecting the 
oyster populations which are 
natural filters the bay des-
perately needs to return to 
its previous condition. The 
rays swim in large groups 
and have descended on oyster 
reefs, some established by the 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
and the seafood industry. The 
rays eat the oysters like potato 
chips, often causing millions 
of dollars in damages.

I recently met with repre-
sentatives from the Virginia 
Marine Resource Commis-
sion, NOAA and the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science 
to discuss securing dollars 
to study the reasons for and 
solutions to this developing 
problem. It  stems from an 
ecological imbalance in the 
bay. 

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the September 

3, 1909. issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

Litwalton 
Gets High School

The spirited contest between 
the village of Litwalton and 
Whealton (Morattico) over 
the question as to where the 
high school in that section of 
White Chapel District should be 
located, was settled Wednesday 
when the School Trustee Elec-
toral Board, composed of Dr. 
F. W. Lewis, Division Superin-
tendent, Dr. W. F. Dunaway and 
Frank G. Newbill, Common-
wealth’s Attorney, decided upon 
Litwalton as the proper location. 
The question came up before 
the above mentioned board on 
appeal from the District Board 
which had decided upon Wheal-
ton (Morattico) as the proper 
location.

There was much feeling dis-
played by the two factions in 
the discussion of the question, 
and there was a division in the 
board upon the final vote—one 
member voting for Whealton 
(Morattico) and another for 
Litwalton. The chairman of the 
board then cast his vote in favor 
of Litwalton and this finally 
closed a long drawn out and 
heated fight among the citizens 
of this section.

Wharton Grove Closes
One of the best, if not the best, 

meetings ever held at Wharton 
Grove closed Sunday night. Cer-
tainly the largest audience ever 
assembled on the grounds was 
in attendance Sunday when it 
was estimated that at least seven 
thousand were present. Three 
wonderfully strong sermons 
were preached that day and 
much interest was manifested as 
evidenced by so many stepping 
out and declaring themselves for 
Christ and his kingdom in the 
future.

The directors decided at a 
meeting held on the grounds that 
the first week in August was a 
more satisfactory time to hold 
the encampment, so next year’s 
meeting was set for the Friday 
before the fifth Sunday in July.

Crisp News
Panama had an earthquake on 

Monday last, but reports state 
that no damage was done the 
canal. Perhaps it is waiting until 
something is done to the canal.

Dr. Frederick A. Cook, an 
American explorer, of Brooklyn, 
N.Y., is reported to have reached 
the North Pole on April 21, 1908, 
and is now on his way home.

Political
Judge W. H. Mann has for-

warded his resignation as a 
member of the State Senate to 
Governor Swanson, who at once 
issued an order for an election to 
be held in November to fill the 
vacancy.

The Republican campaign will 
open early this fall. On Monday, 
September 18, there will be 
speaking at Stafford Court-
house by Frank P. Brent and 
M.K. Lowery. Mr. Brent, who 
is the Republican candidate for 

Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, will also speak at Kinsale 
September 7, Colonial Beach 
September 8, Port Royal Septem-
ber 9, Spotsylvania September 
10 and 11, in Fredericksburg on 
the night of September 14 and 
Culpeper September 20.

Kilmarnock
J. B. Cralle has been quite 

indisposed for some days but 
we are glad to report him able to 
be out and hope he will be well 
soon.

Mrs. L. L. Yerby returned 
home Friday after a most delight-
ful trip to New Jersey, Baltimore 
and to Luray Cave, Va.

Miss Wilhelmina Yerby has 
gone to Tenille, Ga., for the 
winter.

Mrs. Willie Eubank has pur-
chased the Demby home.

Chas. Ayers will continue busy 
at W. R. Demby’s shop.

Mrs. J. B. Stakes is home 
again after a most delightful visit 
to friends in Staunton and Rich-
mond.

White Stone
Howard Hathaway, of Wash-

ington State, is visiting friends 
here at his old home. He took in 
Wharton Grove camp.

Capt. Geo. P. Squires, of 
Ocran, is visiting relatives 
on Long Island, N.Y., and 
Mrs. Squires is spending 
some time with her brother at 
Reedville.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YOUR LETTERS

Why is it necessary to revise 
Northumberland County’s zoning 
ordinances now, recognizing that 
business and residential growth 
are expected to be relatively mod-
erate in the near future?

The entire body of zoning regu-
lations has not been reviewed for 
35 years. The demographics are 
totally different today than they 
were in 1974. The population has 
increased from 9,000 in 1974 to 
nearly 14,000 today; but more 
importantly, is the type of popula-
tion – the demographics.

We are now the oldest-aged 
county per capita in Virginia. The 
median age is over 51 years. We 
are no longer primarily a fishing-
farming-forestry county, although 
these industries are still essential 
and critical to our economy.

 Over 60 percent of the income 
for our residents is retirement 
related. But more importantly, 
baby boomers have discovered 
the Northern Neck and its 500 
miles of waterfront.

Prior to the current recession, 
they were buying property here 
and building it up rapidly. In one 
development, over 50 percent of 
the waterfront property was resold 
and more than 15 new homes 
built within a two-year period.

I expect developers will again 
realize there is a very large market 
for waterfront, water view and 
water access property for retirees 
who do not want to maintain their 
properties, and would prefer to 
live in condominiums. We have 
seen this in adjoining counties.

It is wise for the county to go 
through the review process now 
and have the desired changes 
in place by the time business 
picks up. Today, requests for new 
homes, residential development 
and businesses are relatively 
quiet. The zoning review work 
involved is complex and arduous, 
requiring many hours of county 
staff and planning commission 
time and energy.

The Comprehensive Plan 
revised in 2006 contains an excel-
lent land use plan focusing on 
protecting the waterfront and 
making our villages viable busi-
ness venues. The update of the 
zoning ordinances is necessary to 
implement that plan.

Now is the time for our citi-
zens to become involved. Do not 
wait. We will be living with these 
changed regulations for a long 
time before another opportunity 
like this comes up.

Remember, the goals of all 
zoning regulation are simple: to 
provide guidelines and boundaries 
so that new development occurs 
in a manner that the people of the 
county want and to protect prop-
erty owners from incompatible 
usages on adjacent properties.

Mike Harwood,
Wicomico Church

Revise the zoning
ordinances now

As a landowner on Antipoison 
Creek and one whose home is off 
Windmill Point Road, I was sur-
prised to learn from the August 
27 edition of the Rappahannock 
Record that a public boat landing 
is being planned on a one-acre 
parcel off Antirap Road in Palmer. 
Lancaster County proposes to 
spend $1,380,000 over the course 
of 20 years to lease the land.  

Several questions that arise 
from this proposal and the 
answers from the county supervi-
sors are few and far between.

Why was the public not 
informed of this proposal until 
just a few hours before the county 
meeting, and only then if they 
happened to read the Rappahan-
nock Record?

Has any study been done 
to determine the amount of 
increased traffic this proposal will 
bring to Windmill Point Road? 
This is a narrow two lane road 
where bikers, walkers, and jog-
gers already contend with speed-
ers.

Has any consideration been 
given to the environmental impact 
on the quality of water in Antipoi-
son Creek? The increased boat 
traffic on the creek will have a 
significant effect on erosion along 
the shores leading to further dete-
rioration of the water quality.  

The increase in both water traf-
fic on a small creek and vehicle 
traffic on a narrow road present 
threats to public safety.  

The county proposes to pay the 
$1,380,000 over 20 years to a pri-
vate land owner for this venture. 
In this economic environment, is 
this the best use of county funds? 
At the end of the 20-year lease, 
the land will  revert to the pri-
vate citizen and his family. What 
will the county be left with after 
spending this sum of money?

I urge all concerned residents 
of Lancaster County to contact 

Boat landing
site questioned

their supervisors and/or attend the 
September 24 meeting where the 
public will be allowed to speak.  

Margaret R. Hock,
White Stone

Near the end of June 1989, the 
Bishop of the United Methodist 
Church in Virginia appointed me 
to serve the White Stone United 
Methodist Church.

Several exploratory trips 
around the village and area 
proved to us that we had come 
to a most inviting place, at least 
after I got used to the slow pace of 
the traffic, compared to what we 
had faced in McLean and Fairfax 
County.

I studied biology and English at 
Fairmont State College.  I always 
loved looking at trees and flow-
ers, especially the red and sugar 
maples and the sweet gums in 
the autumn. My wife and I  make 
tours of the back roads to see the 
full array of nature’s wonders.

I was much impressed by the 
sheer size of a large maple on 
the corner of Route 3 and Shady 
Lane that stood in the front yard 
of a magnificent old house, the 
former home of Capt. and Mrs. 
Jack Lawson. 

After 1993, I moved to serve 
other parishes in the Northern 
Neck from Callao to Montross 
to Reedville. I retired on dis-
ability in 2001, and moved into 
a home we had built on a lot we 
had purchased while I served in 
White Stone. We were surprised 
to see in place of the magnificent 
old home a new modern medical 
clinic owned by Dr. David Nich-
ols that he and his staff had occu-
pied since January 2000.

The old maple remained as a 
landmark at the corner of the park-
ing lot as one entered from Shady 
Lane. It had become obvious that 
the great tree was in its waning 
years. Many limbs had died and 
now and then one that had been 
dead for some time would be 
lying on the ground. My suspi-
cion was that as the surrounding 
area was covered with asphalt, a 
viable water supply was partially 
cut off. Thus it is when progress 
comes. Recently I was leaving on 
a weekend trip and found a tree 
removal crew taking down some 
of the large lower limbs. By the 
time we ended our trip, nothing 
but a stump remained.

I write to say a public farewell 
to that beautiful old tree which 
provided us with a fabulous dis-
play of color each autumn. I shall 
miss this and I hope I am not 
alone in my loss.

I sat for a while on the remains 
of that once spectacular tree. As 
best I could, I counted the growth 
rings. It was obvious that there had 
been some wonderfully wet years 
when that tree grew as much as a 
half an inch outward. Other rings 
were so narrow I could barely 
count them. To my aging eyes, the 
count exceeded 100. Such count-
ing on a maple is difficult. There 
are many discolored areas that 
make counting the rings almost 
impossible.

I simply say, “Farewell old 
friend. I only knew you for 20 
years, but I thank you for those 
which provided me a continuing 
love of what God provides for us 
in the nature around us.”

 The Rev. Ron Jones,
White Stone

Missing a maple

I was once told “there’s noth-
ing more American than football 
and apple pie.” Again it’s that 
time of year, from professional, 
to college, to high  school, to the 
YMCA, it’s football season.

Rumor has it the Lancaster 
High School football team has a 
chance at making it to the state 
championship this year. I can’t 
recall the last time, if any, that 
LHS has ever made it all the way 
in football.

Some of the young men lead-
ing this team started playing on 
the Lancaster High School foot-
ball field as the very first YMCA 
football team in this area, at the 
age of 8.

I have a 10-year-old son who 
has been playing YMCA football 
for the past three years. He and 
his teammates have never once 
been allowed to play a home 
game in those three years. We 
have had to travel to Northum-
berland, Westmoreland, Rich-
mond and Colonial Beach high 
schools to play football.

The coach of the YMCA foot-
ball team has been begging and 
pleading with the athletic direc-
tor at the high school to allow 
the children to be able to use the 
field to play a couple of home 
games. His answer every year 
has been “No.”

This is confusing to me 
because I didn’t know that the 
football field belonged to him. I 
thought this was a public school 
supported by my tax money and 

Fumble

that of other parents with children 
on the YMCA football team.

This year’s excuse for not 
being able to use the football 
field is, “the field is brand new 
and he doesn’t want the children 
to mess it up.”

The YMCA coach had tried to 
negotiate that we would have our 
games the Saturday following 
the Friday’s home game (which 
meant the field would already be 
messed up). These kids are 1/3 
the size of the high school boys, 
they are not allowed to wear 
metal spiked cleats, so how much 
could they mess up the field?

Then we asked if we could 
use the practice field. Again the 
answer is no. The excuse for that 
answer is unknown.

It is very disheartening to 
our children that their very own 
soon-to-be athletic director will 
not allow them to have home 
games so that their families can 
come and see them play. It’s 
embarrassing to me that every 
other school system allows their 
youth to use their high school 
field for home games and ours 
won’t.

We had our first game in Nor-
thumberland August 29. The old 
Northumberland High School 
is allowing us to use their field 
to play some games even when 
we are not playing against Nor-
thumberland. My cousin, a 
teacher at Northumberland High 
School, told some of us parents 
jokingly on Saturday “be nice to 
us or we won’t let your team use 
our field.”

We all laughed, but it was very 
hurtful and humiliating that her 
statement was true. Northum-
berland (our main rival) let our 
youth use their field and our very 
own athletic director won’t.

If we have an athletic director 
who cares more about his grass 

than his students, then we need 
to reevaluate our choice in the 
athletic director.

If the people who we entrust 
to teach and mentor our children 
actually put the children first, 
then SOL scores, AYP scores, 
and extra-curricular activities 

and participation in the county 
would excel.

Let’s not forget where this 
year’s football team started.

Shame on you Lancaster High 
School Athletic Department!

Kenya Gibson Moody,
Lancaster
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Chesapeake Bank is out to 
help people get financially fit.

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181

To say recent economic issues haven’t tried or 
stressed one’s “money muscles,” would be untrue. 
However, Chesapeake Bank continues an era of 
responsible lending. Our competitive home equity 
loan and line of credit are perfect to help with debt 
consolidation, as well as a smart way to borrow for 
educational expenses, a vehicle, medical expenses  
and more. Best of all, for many the interest paid may  
be tax deductible. Hopefully, your  
finances are feeling stronger  
already. Stop by any office for 
an application or apply online 
at www.chesbank.com.                  

                   Subject to credit approval and underwriting on loan requests between $20,000 and $100,000. Adequate property insurance coverage is required. Consult a tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. *Home Equity 
Loan-rate is fixed for 15 years. The available rate today is 6.99%. **Home Equity Line of Credit 15-year draw period with interest only payments due monthly. The available rate today is 5.50%. The Annual Percentage Rate can change daily, and is tied to the Prime Rate. The maximum Annual Percentage Rate that 
can apply is 18.00%. The minimum Annual Percentage Rate that can apply is 5.50%. Minimum monthly payments will not reduce the principal that is outstanding on your account. At the end of the 15-year draw period, the outstanding principal balance plus any accrued interest will result in a balloon payment. 

©2009 Chesapeake Bank Equal Housing Lender •  Member FDIC   

NO appraisal FEE  q   NO clOsiNg cOsts
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IRVINGTON  
FARMERS MARKET 

SATURDAY,   
SEPTEMBER 5, 2009 

9 a.m. –1 p.m. 
Irvington Commons 

OVER 100 VENDORS 
PRODUCE, HERBS, FLOWERS, MEAT, SEAFOOD,  

GOAT CHEESE, BAKED GOODS,CRAFTS, ARTWORK  
AND MUCH MORE 













The Northern Neck Kennel Club will give dog owners  an opportunity  
to show off their well- groomed and well behaved dogs. 

All dogs attending the Market must be on leash. 

 Irvington, VA    804.438.5000    
www.tidesinn.com

5th Annual Labor Day 
Art Show

Browse a variety of art work 
and meet several local 
artists. Art will include 
paintings, photography, 
jewelry, folk art and much, 
much more.

Friday 6pm-9pm
Sat. & Sunday  9am-6pm

 Here’s what’s going on 
     at the Tides Inn!

Urbanna Flea Market & Antiques

Storewide Super Sale!
All Labor Day Weekend

We will be open Monday, Sept. 7
10–5 for your shopping fun!
In Addition to our regular hours of  

Thurs., Fri., Sat. & Sun.
(Sept. 3, 4, 5 & 6)

The best bargains anywhere!
804.758.4042

Working tour
First District Rep. Rob Wittman conducted a district-wide 
working tour while Congress recessed during August. On the 
street in Kilmarnock, Rep. Wittman (left) responds to Steve 
Bonner’s concerns regarding hours at the local post offi ce. 
Folks also are genuinely concerned about health care, jobs and 
the economy, said Rep. Wittman. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last 
week brought charges against 14 
individuals.
Felonies

Timothy Wayne Hatter, 30, of 
Heathsville was charged August 
27 with felony assault and battery 
of a family member (he has been 
convicted twice in 20 years). He 
also was charged on two Hampton 
warrants with failure to appear in 
the Circuit Court.

Larry Allen Headley Jr., 33, of 
Heathsville was charged August 
30 with possession of a controlled 
substance, two misdemeanor 
counts of assault and battery of 
a family member and one count 
each of obstruction of justice and 
preventing summoning of law 
enforcement.

POLICE REPORT
Octaviua T. Lee, 33, of Kinsale 

was charged August 25 with writ-
ing a bad check in the amount of 
$411.77 to a Callao area busi-
ness.
Misdemeanors

A Kinsale woman, 48, was 
charged August 25 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Farnham man, 19, was 
charged August 26 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Richmond man, 29, was 
charged August 26 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Sterling woman, 24, was 
charged August 27 with failure 
to appear in the General District 
Court.

A Heathsville man, 36, was 
charged August 27 on a Lan-
caster County warrant with fail-

ure to appear in the Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court.

A Lottsburg man, 51, was 
charged August 29 on a Hanover 
County warrant with failure to 
appear in the General District 
Court.

A Hayes man, 23, was charged 
August 29 with appearing intoxi-
cated in public.

A Callao man, 20, was charged 

August 29 with harassing another 
by computer.

A White Stone woman, 20, 
was charged August 29 with 
driving while intoxicated.

A Callao man, 21, was charged 
August 30 with appearing intoxi-
cated in public.

A Reedville man, 25, was 
charged August 31 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

WARSAW— The Northern Neck Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District (NNSWCD) will coordinate fall waterways cleanup 
events on three different dates as part of the annual Virginia 
Waterways Cleanup organized by Clean Virginia Waterways 
(CVW) of Longwood University. 

“Volunteers are needed,” said education coordinator Faye 
Andrashko. “Please register to help with these important 
events.” 

Fall cleanups have been set in Lancaster September 12 from 9 
a.m. to noon at  Greenvale Creek Public Landing and Windmill 
Point Beach; in Northumberland September 26 from 9 a.m. to 
noon at Lodge Landing; and in Richmond County October 18 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at Jones Creek Landing followed by Carter’s 
Wharf Public Landing.

The data collected from the cleanups are used by the Ocean 
Conservancy, Virginia State Parks, U.S. Coast Guard, National 
Park Service and hundreds of  organizations to help track trends 
in litter, and to design litter-prevention efforts.

The NNSWCD will provide directions to sites, snacks, water 
and sunscreen at the event, said Andrashko. Registration is neces-
sary to assure suffi cient supplies and for contacting participants 
in case of weather-related changes. Participants should bring pro-
tective gloves and hats and wear shoes that can get wet. 

To register, contact Andrashko at 333-3525, ext. 113, or faye.
andrashko@va.nacdnet.net.

Fall waterways cleanup
volunteers may register
with conservation district

■ Appointed chief
Kilmarnock native David 

Eubank Layman recently was 
appointed chief of the Offi ce of 
Fire and Emergency Medical 
Services in Caroline County. 
His responsibilities include 
budget setting and recruitments 
for all fi re and rescue services 
in the county. 

Layman began his career 
with the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department while a stu-
dent at Lancaster High School. 
In 1995, he was sent to Okla-
homa City with the Search and 
Rescue Team following the 
bombing of the Murray Federal 
Building. Layman, his wife, 
Wanda, and sons, Ethan and 
Wyatt, are currently residing in 
Gloucester County.

■Visions
Some 35 citizens recently par-

ticipated in a two-day community 
discussion at the Northumber-
land County Community Center. 
The orientation was arranged 
by Visions: Building Assets and 
Community, an initiative on 
poverty reduction developed in 

NEWS BREAK

response to and funded by the 
Jesse Ball duPont Fund.

The meetings were facilitated 
by Gwen Whiting, a consultant 
with training on the dialogue pro-
cess. Visions will sponsor a small 
round of Study Circles this fall 
to discuss ways poverty can be 
reduced in the Northern Neck. To 
participate, contact visions@lan-
casterlibrary.org, or visit vision-
sinnnva.blogspot.com/, said proj-
ect coordinator Alison Towles.


