
6 56525 10491 6

Business............................B6
Calendar...........................B2
Churches......................B5-6
Classified.....................D1-5

Directory..........................D7
Notices.........................D5-6
Obituaries.....................B7-8
Opinion.........................A4-6

Police...............................A2
Schools........................C4-5
Sports..........................C1-3
Upcoming......................B1-4

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Grow your own oysters
Read all about it in the September Rivah Visitor’s 
Guide. Watch and learn at RRecord.com.
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For their tireless efforts 
to help others in their 

communities, one citi-
zen from each of the three 
counties served by the 
River Counties Chapter of 
the American Red Cross 
has been selected as com-
munity leaders for 2009.

“Chauncey Mann of 
Middlesex County, Rosa 
Forrester of Richmond 
County, and Joe Curry of 
Lancaster County are won-
derful examples of folks 
who give time, energy, 
skills, knowledge and a 
helping hand to those in 
need.  We welcome the 
opportunity to honor them 
and to give their commu-
nities a chance to express 
appreciation,” said execu-
tive director Julie Dudley.

The Rev. Dr. Mann has 
been active in the Middle-
sex Civic Association, 
Rappahannock Parent-
Child Development Center, 
various committees for 
Middlesex public schools, 
Urbanna Chamber of Com-
merce, Bay Consortium 
Private Industry Council, 
NAACP and the Tri-County 
Literacy Council. He also 
is a basketball official for 
Lancaster County.

Forrester has been active in the 
Rappahannock Booster Club, Rich-
mond County Little League, YMCA 
Atheletic Program, Rotary, Chamber 
of Commerce, Habitat for Human-
ity, VFW Auxiliary, Virginia Circuit 

Court Clerks Association 
and numerous church posi-
tions.

Curry has served as 
director of Virginia Qual-
ity of Life, PDC Board 
member, Northern Neck 
Maternity Board, Bay 
Aging Board, Concerned 
Citizen Committee, Lan-
caster/Northumberland 
Interfaith Service Coun-
cil, Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic, Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Can-
terbury Board, Lancaster 
County Planning Commis-
sion, Lancaster Parks and 
Recreation Committee and 
American Red Cross.

Combined, the three hon-
orees have given more than 
100 years to community 
service, said Dudley.

A recognition dinner 
will be held September 17 
at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club near Kilmar-
nock.

While honoring these 
citizens, the Red Cross also 
will celebrate the 92nd year 
of service in this area, she 
said.

The banquet will include 
a social period from 6:30 to 
7 p.m. followed by dinner 
and comments.

Tickets are $50 per person. Tick-
ets will be distributed on a first-come 
basis and may be purchased by phone 
at 435-2766.  Eight- or 10-seat table 
groupings may be arranged. Dress is 
business attire.

IRVINGTON—Partners for Lan-
caster County Schools Foundation 
and its sponsor Morattico Baptist 
Church, recently were awarded a 
$102,440 grant by the Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund.

The grant will be used in the engi-
neering and design of an affordable 
rental housing project for work-
force persons, according to founda-
tion president William Warren. The 
duPont grant will be combined with 
$58,600 from community businesses, 
religious and civic organizations, 
and private donors to fully fund the 
project’s $161,000 engineering and 
design phase.

As part of this phase, Partners 
will acquire the Hertford Pointe 
design from architect Wayne Jones 
of Raleigh, N.C. Jones designed the 
Hertford Pointe affordable rental 
housing project and two similar proj-
ects in Kill Devil Hills and Edenton, 
N.C. 

The funds secured from duPont and 
the community will be sufficient for 
Partners’ engineering agent, the Bay 
Design Group, to complete all proj-
ect pre-construction activities and 
lead to the competitive selection of 
a construction contractor, explained 
Warren. Engineering activities for this 
phase will include site boundary and 
topographic surveys; conceptual lay-
outs of buildings, roads, and parking; 
site plan development and approvals; 
plan reviews with town, county, Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation 
and Virginia Department of Housing; 
detail site engineering; site prepara-
tion; and the satisfaction of all per-
mits and fee requirements.

“We are pleased that the Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund selected our workforce 
housing initiative for this important 
grant,” said Warren. “Our initiative 
represents a major first step towards 
implementing the recommendations 
of the Northern Neck Workforce 
Housing Needs Study sponsored by 
St. Mary’s White Chapel Episcopal 
Church and funded by the duPont 
Fund. The duPont grant will be 
instrumental in helping Partners to 

LANCASTER—In an attempt to 
provide lower Lancaster County with 
a public access boat ramp, supervisors 
are set to discuss leasing a one-acre 
parcel of land from David George, 
trustee for the estate of Roland W. 
George. 

The discussion will take place at the 
board meeting tonight, August 27, at 7 
p.m. in the General District courtroom 
at the county courthouse.

The property, at 202 Antirap Drive 
off Windmill Point Road in Palmer, 
would access the Chesapeake Bay 
from Antipoison Creek. Currently 
zoned M-1 (Industrial), the land has 
traditionally been used as a menhaden 
processing plant.

The proposed site plan shows a 
347-foot L-shaped public fishing 
pier and a concrete boat ramp that 
would accommodate as many as three 
simultaneous boat launchings. Por-
tions of the 287-foot shoreline would 
be rip-rapped and the creek dredged 
to a 4-foot depth. Parking would be 
provided for up to 30 vehicles with 
boat trailers and additional parking 
for vehicles without boat trailers. The 
plan also calls for a picnic area and 
a dock for fuel sales and ship’s store 
under the management of the owners 
or their agents.

With board approval it is possible 
the fishing pier could be ready before 
the end of 2009, and the boat launch 
facilities by spring rockfish season in 
2010, said county administrator Bill 
Pennell.

A committee which includes super-
visors Pete Geilich and Ernest Palin 
negotiated a 20-year lease with pay-
ments for the first five years set at 
$5,000 per month, years six through 
10 at $5,500 per month, years 11 
through 15 at $6,000 per month and 
years 16 through 20 at $6,500 per 
month. 

The lease payments would begin 
on a prorated basis as portions of the 
infrastructure become available to citi-
zens. Real estate and personal property 
taxes would continue to be paid by the 
lessors, according to Pennell.

County tax records show the land and 
current structures valued at $452,100. 

There are two other public boat 
ramps in upper Lancaster County: one 
at Belle Isle State Park and a county 
ramp on Greenvale Creek which was 
recently dredged after a build up of 
silt nearly closed off access to the 
Rappahannock River. 

Also on the board’s agenda, a public 
hearing will be held to discuss a pro-
posed ordinance permitting licensed 
drivers to operate golf carts and util-
ity vehicles in the Village of Weems. 
Supervisors also will consider a spe-
cial exception application by David 
Wayne George to place an individual 
manufactured home on a one-acre 
parcel located at 585 Mosquito Point 
Road. 

A closing ceremony for 
Central High School 

(Northumberland Middle 
School) and Northumberland 
High School will be held at 
2 p.m. Saturday, August 29, 
at the new Northumberland 
High School auditorium.

All individuals who 
attended these schools are 
invited. The new complex 
housing both the middle 
and the high school is at 
201 Academic Lane in 
Claraville. A tour of the new 
facilities will be conducted 
following the ceremony.

River Counties
Red Cross names 
three community 
leaders for 2009

Chauncey Mann

Rose Forrester

Joe Curry

duPont Fund awards $102,440 for housing project

achieve its mission to provide afford-
able rental housing for public school 
and Chesapeake Academy teachers 
and their staffs, RGH nurses and 
employees, law enforcement, and 
municipal and county employees by 
July 2011.”  

“Morattico Baptist Church is 
very supportive of Partners’ initia-
tive and we look forward to working 
with them to provide much-needed 
affordable rental housing for work-
force members of our community,” 
said the Rev. Craig Smith of Mor-
attico Baptist Church. “We believe 
that this initiative will make it pos-
sible for workforce persons to live in 
modern, attractive housing, establish 
themselves and feel part of our com-

munity, and avail themselves of all 
that it has to offer.” 

The foundation intends to con-
struct two buildings with eight 
rental units each near the towns of 
Kilmarnock and White Stone. The 
units would include two bedrooms, 
two baths and 1,000-square-feet of 
living space. The target rent is $625 
per month.

The initiative will cost approxi-
mately $2 million, including land 
acquisition, building and site design, 
construction and landscaping. The 
foundation is raising $600,000 
through grants and donations while 
limiting project financing to $1.3 
million, said Warren.  The rental 
income will keep the project self-

sustaining.
To date, Partners has raised over 

$350,000, including grants from the 
Wiley Educational Foundation, River 
Counties Community Foundation, 
the Broaddus Foundation and the 
Lancaster County Industrial Devel-
opment Authority, said Warren. Sub-
stantial donations also have come 
from businesses, churches, and civic 
organizations. 

Partners is submitting additional 
grant requests totaling over $250,000 
to several foundations, funds, and 
other charitable and religious orga-
nizations, he said.

To contribute, send a check pay-
able to Partners Foundation at P. O. 
Box 144, Irvington, VA 22480.

From left are the Rev. Craig Smith and William Warren

Ceremony
will honor
two schools

County 
to discuss
proposed
public boat
ramp site

by Audrey Thomasson

Rehobeth UMC hosts gospel tour
 Gospel music missionaries Jeannie and Jerry Jones visited fans and 

first-timers Sunday at Rehobeth United Methodist Church. Above,  
Jerry sings Look for Me to Jeannie.

Jerry was named the Country Gospel Music Association Male Vocalist 
of the Year and Songwriter of the Year for the Eastern United States for 
2004, 2005 and 2006.  He also was nominated for International Male 
Vocalist and went on to achieve International Songwriter of the Year.

His song, Calvary, entered the charts in May 2005, climbed to #4 and 
is still on the charts. Meanwhile, he produced two #1 songs with Read 
the Word in 2007 and Barstools and Church Pews in January 2009. He 
has earned several additional honors, while topping the country gospel 
charts with other songs as well. 

During Sunday’s concert a love offering was taken to support 
Henderson Settlement, a mission agency of the United Methodist 
Church in Frakes, Ky. Following the concert, the Rev. Ralph Carrington 
and church members hosted a reception.  Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
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MAIN STREET GIFTS

Store Closing!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

40% - 60% OFF
Everything!

Open: Tuesday - Saturday  10-5
453 N. Main, Chesapeake Commons

Kilmarnock, Va.  435-2761

American Red Cross River Counties Chapter
COMMUNITY LEADERS CELEBRATION

Will be honored for for their volunteer services 
to many organizations in their communities

Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club

Thursday September 17
Open Bar 6:30 Dinner with wine 7:00

$50.00 per person

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT RED CROSS OFFICE

804-435-7669

American Red Cross
River Counties Chapter

39 Harris Road or P.O. Box 1151
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Questions? Please phone
 Julie Dudley, Executive Director

On this date, the local Red Cross Chapter 
will have served this area for 92 years

ROSA FORRESTER
Richmond County

JOE CURRY
Lancaster County

CHAUNCEY MANN
Middlesex County

We are

celebrating

at both stores!

River Birch Gifts

River Birch Nursery

River Birch Gifts and Nursery is excited to
open our newest location at

599 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, VA!

Grand Opening
Friday & Saturday
August 28th & 29th

Free 

 

gift
to the first 25 customers

with a $10 purchase!

Door Prizes
We have Vera Bradley and baby showrooms, 
wedding gifts, dish gardens, candles, cards, 

balloons, webkinz toys and much more!

Grand Opening Special
Friday & Saturday
August 28th & 29th

Free gift to the first 25 customers at nursery.
(At both stores while supplies last)

Beautiful assorted Garden Mums
$2.75 each (regular price $5.99)

Limit 25 per customer while supplies last. No rain checks.

Nursery offers a great selection of blooming perennials.
Ornamental Shade Trees and Grasses

Selective Landscaping Shrubs
Topsoil, Mulch, Seed, Straw

Pottery, Dry Stacking Stones for Flower Beds

River Birch would like to welcome
G&W Contracting to our premises!

Rt. 33-Located next to Locust Hill Post Office,
5944 General Puller Hwy. Locust Hill, Va.

Mon. – Sat. 9–5   Sun. 10–5
toll free: (866) 758-8814 • (804) 758-8814

599 Rappahannock Drive,  White Stone, VA
Mon. – Sat. 10–5                   (804) 435-1215

We will deliver locally and ship anywhere in the U.S.
www.riverbirchgifts.com

River Birch Gifts

Grand Opening
Friday & Saturday
August 28th & 29th

599 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, VA

Commercial & Residential Home Additions
Brick - Pavers - Concrete Custom Stone Work

Masonry • Concrete • Hardscapes
Decorative Concrete Overlay Systems

Driveways • Retaining Walls • Walkways
Patios • Inside/Outside Fireplaces

www.UglyConcrete.net

George Mundin
804-640-8880

Don Mundin
888-550-9965

Northumberland County Crime Solvers seeks informa-
tion regarding two recent break-ins.

On August 20, person(s) broke into the Movie Gallery 
in Callao. Several movies and video games were stolen.  

On August 23, person(s) broke into the Heathsville 
Pharmacy and the adjoining office of Dr. Daniels. Noth-
ing was reported missing from the pharmacy. Prescription 
pads were believed to have been taken from the doctor’s 
office.

Report information on these crimes to Crime Solvers at 
580-8477. 

Crime Solvers pays cash rewards up to $1,000 for infor-
mation that leads to an arrest. Callers remain anonymous 
and are not required to testify in court.

The Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks informa-
tion on two recent break-ins.

Sometime between 3 p.m. August 23 and 1 a.m. 
August  24, the owner of the residence at 65 Brook Lane 
in Weems returned home after work and found her home 
had been broken into.

Damage was done throughout the house by holes in the 
walls, water that was  left running, furniture turned over, 
and writing on the walls. Entry was make by breaking 
into the back door.

On August 20, officers took a report of a break-in to 
a home  at 74 Shady Lane in White Stone. Items taken 
from the home included a 46-inch Sharps flat screen TV, 
Play Station 3, Various Play Station Games, Play Station 
portable.

Report information regarding the break-ins to Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463.

If your information is useful to law enforcement offi-
cers, you could receive a reward up to $1,000. 

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett last 
week brought charges against 
eight individuals.

Felonies
Wallace E. Rice, 43, for-

merly of Weems Road, was 
arrested August 18 for grand 
larceny on June 28.

Eric B. Saunders, 25, of 
Lumberlost Road was charged 
August 21 with distribution of 
marijuana and manufacture/
sale/possession with intent to 
distribute narcotics.  

Misdemeanors
An Old Orchard Drive 

woman, 49, was charged 
August 20 with a probation 
violation.

An Arizona resident, 28, 
formerly of Laurel Drive, 
was charged August 22 for 
contempt of court.

A Gunther Lane man, 40, 
was charged August 23 with 
contempt of court.

A Lancaster area woman 
was charged August 24 with 
contempt of court.

A Simonson Road man, 50, 
was charged August 24 with 
failure to appear in court.

An Old Orchard Drive 
man, 48, was charged August 
24 with contempt of court.   

Activity report
August 18: Staff received 

a larceny report from Rocky 
Neck Road (embezzlement 
$725); responded to a tres-
pass complaint on Benson 
Road, to an E911 disconnect 
call on Riverwood Drive (no 
emergency services needed), 
and with Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a 
report of two runaways at a 
Kilmarnock hotel. 

August 19:  Staff responded 
with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a two-vehicle acci-
dent on Fleets Bay Road, with 
Emergency Medical Services 

(EMS) to a medical alarm on 
Wiggins Avenue (no emer-
gency services needed), and 
with VSP to a traffic accident 
near Clark Point and Little 
Bay roads. 

August 20:   Staff notified the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a downed 
tree blocking Crawfords Corner 
Road; responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint in the 
4100 block of Irvington Road, 
with VSP to the area of Peirces 
Road to assist a state proba-
tion officer having problems 
with a probationer submitting 
to a random drug screen, to an 
animal control complaint (dog 
confined in hot vehicle) on Old 
Fairgrounds Way,  to a domes-
tic disturbance on Georgetown 
Lane,  to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Whites Lane, 
and to a domestic disturbance 
on Levelgreen Road;  received 
a walk-in report of a domes-
tic assault in Kilmarnock, and 
a larceny report from Shady 
Lane (46” Sharps flat screen 
TV, Playstation, Playstation 
portable, various games, $4,235 
total loss).

August 21:  Staff responded 
to an E911 disconnect call 
on Cardinal Lane (no emer-
gency services needed), to 
a disorderly conduct com-
plaint at Lancaster, with VSP 
and KPD to a two-vehicle 
accident on Pinckardsville 
Road (med-evac involved), 
and with KPD to a traffic 
complaint on Keith Avenue; 
and   checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not 
be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed). 

August 22:  Staff responded 
with EMS to a medical emer-
gency on Morattico Road, 
with EMS to a medical emer-
gency on Old Ferry Road, 
to a domestic disturbance 
in the 1200 block of Irving-
ton Road, and  with KPD 
to a suspicious/intoxicated 
person complaint on Rose-
neath Avenue;  and received 
a walk-in complaint of 
attempted credit card fraud.

August 23:  Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Greenwood Court, to a tres-
pass complaint on Dawson 
Avenue, and  to the Kilmar-
nock town office with KPD 
on an unknown problem 
complaint (domestic distur-
bance);  and received a walk-
in complaint of a domestic 
disturbance. 

August 24 : Staff received 
a residential burglary and 
destruction of property report 
on Brook Lane (numerous 
household goods destroyed, 
total value $1,400); inves-
tigated a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Methodist 
Church Road; responded 

A.T. Wright School
Invites all to attend 

Dinner/Dance
 September 5, 2009 at 7:00 pm

The Beacon
Cost $2300

The proceeds will go toward
Scholarships for Two Lancaster High Students

MC: Mr. Berry Waddy
2009 Honoree: Dr. Jimmy Norris 

Quality health
plans from a
company you 
can count on.

Call your local Authorized 
Anthem agent today to
learn more.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna, and the area east of State 
Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An 
independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®Registered marks Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Association.

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com

SHERIFFS REPORT
Regina and Mary Ball roads. 

Staff also conducted 17 
traffic stops, issued five sum-
monses, assisted nine motor-
ists, reported one deer strike, 
performed traffic control 
seven times, investigated four 
building alarms, processed 
one mental health order, 
transported two inmates and 
fielded three calls for animal 
control.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Vol-

unteer Fire Department last 
week responded to an electri-
cal f ire on Merry Point Road, 
with Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department (KVFD) to 
a fire alarm on South Main 
Street, to a smoke alarm on 
Avis Trail, to a traffic acci-
dent on Crawfords Corner 
Road and to a traffic acci-
dent at Mary Ball and Regina 
roads.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a traffic accident at Clark 
Point and Little Bay roads, 
and to a transformer fire on 
Gaskins Road.

The KVFD responded to 
a traffic accident on Pinck-
ardsville Road. 

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last 
week brought misdemeanor 
charges against three individu-
als. 

A Lottsburg man, 58, was 
charged August 17 with 
appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A Lottsburg man, 26, was 
charged August 18 with vio-
lating a protective order.

A Reedville woman, 19, was 
charged August 19 with pos-
session of alcohol while under 
the age of 21 years.

Lancaster County
Crime Solvers

Northumberland
County Crime Solvers

to a suspicious vehicle/
person complaint on Clark 
Point Drive; and with VSP 
to a three-vehicle accident at 



Kilmarnock • Virginia         RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD  August 27, 2009 •  A3

www.citravel.com · kilmarnock@citravel.com

Book Today, Only
5 Rooms Left!
(804) 435-2666

Stay and Play in the Heart of Manhattan

Includes:
Round-trip motorcoach from Kilmarnock • Breakfast buffet
daily • Accommodations for 3 nights at the Park Central 
Hotel • Tickets to the Radio City Rockettes Christmas 
Spectacular (Dec. 1 - Orchestra Seats) • Baggage handling • 
Shopping discounts and more!
Plus choice of tickets to one of the following:
Empire State Building Observatory • Museum of City of 
New York • NY Water Taxi Statue of Liberty Express Cruise
As well as a choice of tickets to one of the following:
Metropolitan Museum of Art • American Museum of Natural
History • Top of the Rock Observation Deck

Start The Holiday Season With 
An Excursion To The Big Apple

New!
Call for Details

Nov. 29, 2009 • Park Central Hotel is across the 
street from Carnegie Hall; steps from 
the Museum of Modern Art; around the 
block from Rockefeller Center; close to 
Central Park, Times Square, Columbus 
Circle and Broadway; and within walking 
distance of 57th Street and Fifth Avenue shopping. 

August 7-19, 2010
Cruise the Mediterranean 

on Holland America’s newest ship 
the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Spain, Monaco, Italy,

Greece & Croatia.
Early Promotion Prices

Must be booked by December 30, 2009

Mediterranean Tapestry

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Giving
Back to Our
Community!

511 South Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

All Girls attending school 
stop in and register to win

One Of Many FREE
        ‘Back to School’ hairstyles.

804-435-1848

Owner:          Caroline Veney
Hairstylists:   Christina
  Peaches
  Afton

KILMARNOCK—Lt. Gov. 
Bill Bolling visited M-TEQ 
in Kilmarnock last Thurday as 
part of his “Jobs for Virgin-
ians” tour.  The “Jobs for Vir-
ginians” tour is  designed to get 
feedback from local business 
leaders on what can be done to 
get our economy moving again 
and create jobs, restore fi scal 
integrity in  state government, 
and address other important 
issues like education, health 
care, transportation and pro-
tecting the environment.

 “The most important issue 
currently facing Virginia is 
the need to get our economy 
moving again and create the 
jobs Virginia families need to 
protect their fi nancial security,” 
Bolling said.  “I am absolutely 
committed to doing anything 
and everything I can to make 
that happen.”

During the past four years, 
the state unemployment rate 
has increased by 130 percent, 
up from 3 percent to 7.1 per-
cent, he said. This is the high-
est sustained rate of unemploy-
ment in more than 25 years.  As 
a result, there are 165,000 more 
Virginians unemployed today 
than four years ago.

 Last month, Republican 
gubernatorial candidate Bob 
McDonnell announced that in 
a McDonnell/Bolling admin-
istration, the lieutenant gover-

Local Republicans gathered August 18 to meet with Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling while he was visiting 
the Northern Neck. From left are Robert Cunningham, Joan Blackstone, Bill Blocher, Bev Hart, 
Lt. Gov. Bolling, Barbara Lovell, Page Hunt, Weston Conley, Jean-Ann Bolling and Carol Dawson. 
Photo by Frank Smith

Bolling visits Northern Neck

Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling visits M-TEQ in the Kimarnock Technology 
Park during his “Jobs for Virginians” tour.

nor  would serve as Virginia’s 
chief economic development 
offi cial and jobs creation offi -
cer.

The Jobs for Virginians pro-
gram focuses on the following 
key elements:

• Tax relief and tax credits 
for businesses who create jobs.

• Cutting red tape and regu-
lation on Virginia businesses.

• Directing more resources to 
programs that help create jobs.

• Improving the educational 
opportunities we provide our 
children.

• Making a higher educa-
tion more available and more 
affordable.

• Making Virginia the nation’s 
leader in energy development.

• Adopting  targeted eco-
nomic development strategies 

for rural Virginia.
• Building a transportation 

system for the 21st century.
• Protecting our right to work 

law.
• Restoring fi scal integrity to 

state government.
They have pledged to des-

ignate a deputy secretary of 
Commerce and Trade to focus 
on rural economic develop-
ment.

 “I know what it takes to 
create jobs in Virginia, and 
that’s the kind of experienced 
leadership we need at this 
critical time in our state’s his-
tory,” Bolling said. “These are 
challenging economic times, 
but there are things we can do 
today to position Virginia  to 
take advantage of a future eco-
nomic resurgence.”

LANCASTER—A clogged 
sewer line beneath Lancaster 
High School and a faulty air con-
ditioning system at the middle 
school have operations director 
Tim Quill scrabbling in the fi nal 
days before the new school year 
begins September 8.

School board members were 
informed last week that one of 
three underground sewer lines at 
the high school was clogged. In 
1998, another sewer line failed 
and had to be replaced over 
summer vacation. More recently, 
extensive repairs were made to 
a second line over Christmas 
break. If the third line needed 
major repairs, Quill warned the 
board it could cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and possi-
bly close the school. 

On Tuesday, Quill reported 
that repairs turned out to be 
minimal. 

“We just blew out the line,” he 
said.

However, the district may be 
looking at a bigger price tag 
when Quill tries to fi nd spare 
parts for the mid-1980s air con-
ditioning system at the middle 
school. The control module 
which automatically turns the 
system on and off broke down 
last week and personnel were 
sent home for the day. 

School board members expe-
rienced the problem fi rst-hand 
during an over-heated board 
meeting while a repair crew 
worked to get the system back 
online.

“The system works off old 
Microsoft DOS-based technol-
ogy,” Quill said. “The control 
modules needed to be replaced 
in the past four to fi ve years. I 
was hoping it would last until 
Christmas and correct it then.” 

Quill said he is work-
ing with contractors to locate 
spare replacement parts for the 
25-year-old system. Currently 
the system has to run nonstop to 
maintain a cool environment.

LANCASTER—Planning 
commission members last 
week began discussing pos-
sible changes to the limited 
industrial zoning district (M1) 
that could open the door to 
a cottage industry of profes-
sional services, artisans and 
craftsmen who create distinc-
tive products and services.

“This is more important than 
a fi rst glance would indicate… 
because the future of this 
county is artistry,” said county 
supervisor Butch Jenkins.

“Cottage industry” refers to 
the creation of products and 
services in home-based, rather 
than factory-based businesses. 
The term refers to goods or ser-
vices that are not usually mass-
produced. Sewing, craft pro-
duction, sales and marketing, 
typing, bookkeeping and auto 
repair are just a few examples 
of home-based employment. 

The way the M-1 zoning 
ordinance is currently written, 

School system 
addresses 
breakdowns
as opening
day approaches

Commission considers options
to accommodate cottage industry

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson “if your home property does 
not have enough space for a 
cottage industry—this zoning 
does not accommodate it,” 
Jenkins said. “If a man manu-
factures 12 guitars a year in 
Weems, this zoning would not 
accommodate the expansion 
of his business. The challenge 
is that there are things that 
should fi t in this zoning that 
you wouldn’t mind in your 
neighborhood. It’s this kind 
of business that will bring 
jobs and young people to the 
county,” he said. 

Zoning district M-1 is the 
fi nal ordinance under review. 
During the meeting, members 
approved minor text changes 
to commercial zoning districts 
C-1 and C-2 and amended 
Article 1 to defi ne small wind-
mills and limited them to a 
single-power use. 

Zoning and land use director 
Don Gill was asked to rewrite 
the M-1 ordinance to refl ect 
today’s standards and usage. 
Planners will continue their 
discussion at the September 
meeting.

NEWS BREAK
■ Centennial book 
 The Lancaster County chapter of the NAACP is selling a book 

produced by the national NAACP organization which captures 
the fi rst 100 years of the organization.

NAACP:  Celebrating a Century, 100 Years in Pictures, is 
organized to document in photos the monumental events of 
each decade since the civil rights organization was founded in 
1909.  The price is $40. Call chapter president Lewis Conway at 
435-3099. 

To buy reprints of our 
photos, look for this 
button on RRecord.
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Focal Point

Wading about
Regardless of what the deed says, the shoreline along this stretch of Carter’s Cove belongs 
to this great blue heron.

Photo by Blanch Stevens                                                                 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

In 1950, Senator Robert O. Norris Jr. saw 
the need to bring together those individuals 
interested in the history of the Northern Neck. 
His vision led to his forming The Northern 
Neck of Virginia Historical Society, which 
over the years has been the principal reposi-
tory for books and documents relating to the 
peninsula’s past, as well as the publisher of the 
a first-class annual historical magazine.

Over the past six decades, one of the most 
vibrant contributors to the society was Charles 
W. H. Warner, who died earlier this month. 
The possessor of a brilliant mind and the dev-
otee of all aspects of the past, Charles found a 
natural home in the society. For nine years he 
edited the magazine, and from 1980 to 1982 
he served as the society’s 11th president.

Charles was comprehensive in his virtual 
addiction to the past. He wanted the past 
preserved not merely for its own sake, but to 
inform and educate the present and future as 
well. He saw the big picture, encompassing 
historic preservation of buildings and sites, 
archival preservation of records, and publica-
tion of the findings they contained, and on-
going discussion and lectures to keep the past 
alive and to share knowledge. He considered 
any conversation in which he neither put forth 
information, nor gained new knowledge him-
self, to be a waste of time. In that area he was 

passionate.
While Charles was president of the soci-

ety, he arranged for copies of the magazine to 
be placed in local school libraries across the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, a vehi-
cle whereby he hoped to engage the youth of 
the area in the unending quest to know about 
our past. He wrote many magistral articles 
himself, and edited others 
with the same level of pre-
cision exhibited in his own 
writings, which included 
Road to Revolutions: Vir-
ginia’s Rebels from Bacon 
to Jefferson (1676 – 1776) 
and Hoskins of Virginia 
and Related Families.

The former is a wonder-
ful account of the politi-
cal history of the colonial 
period, and the latter is an 
inclusive genealogy pulling together the dis-
parate pasts of a dozen significant Virginia 
families. When it came to knowing and under-
standing history and its elucidation, Charles 
could hold his own in any company of schol-
ars.

His father was a kind and gentle dentist, who 
practiced in Tappahannock, and lived in one 
of the town’s great old houses, where Charles 

grew to adulthood. He went off to the College 
of William and Mary, where surprisingly he 
majored in political science. That selection 
of a major, although surprising, was probably 
wise, given the amount of historical knowl-
edge he already had amassed. He next went 
to George Washington University for gradu-
ate study, then armed with a master’s degree, 

he returned home, 
briefly taught school 
in Callao, and moved 
on to the National Park 
Service where one of 
his assignments took 
him to Alaska.

Charles was a flam-
boyant person. I recall 
one occasion nearly 40 
years ago when I was 
filling the car with gas 
at a Tappahannock sta-

tion, and a motorcyclist pulled up to the next 
pump, hopped off, and said hello. When I 
got back into my car, my father asked, “Who 
was that?” as he knew I was not acquainted 
with many motorcyclists. I replied that it was 
Charles, who was wearing cowboy boots and a 
10-gallon hat. I mentioned above that he con-
sidered any conversation in which he did not 
impart information a waste; well, that day, I 

learned that Charles’ interests and wardrobe 
included more than academic books and three-
piece suits, his usual appearance at historical 
meetings.

In 1981, the old bachelor married a delight-
ful lady, and they set about building a new 
home in the traditional style of the Northern 
Neck, on his family land in Richmond County. 
He said that he thought he should contribute 
something tangible to the architectural his-
tory of the Neck in our time and he took great 
delight in producing a grand neo-colonial 
home.

Sadly, this man of such enthusiasm for all 
aspects of life developed Parkinson’s disease, 
and spent his last days away from his beloved 
home overlooking the water, and perhaps 
more importantly, from his books, in a nurs-
ing home, where he died. His most continuing 
legacy was the fruit of his youthful labor to 
have the central core of the town of Tappa-
hannock entered on both Virginia and The 
National Register of Historic Places. The des-
ignation included 14 buildings, thus for both 
those who read his writings and those who do 
not even know his name, the presence of such 
a monument to his love of the past, and his 
wish to keep it alive, will long survive him.

Charles Willard Hoskins Warner, April 27, 
1927 - August 16, 2009.  R.I.P.

Charles was comprehensive 
in his virtual addiction to the 
past. He wanted the past pre-
served not merely for its own 
sake, but to inform and edu-
cate the present and future as 
well.

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Richard Stuart 

The Virginia General Assem-
bly met August 19 in spe-

cial session to deal with the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in 
Melendez-Diaz vs. Massachu-
setts.  

The bill, as presented to the 
legislature, had two major com-
ponents. The bill now conforms 
Virginia’s Notice and Demand 
statute more closely to the laws 
which were specifically approved 
in that ruling.

Under the bill, a Common-
wealth’s attorney will now send a 
copy of a certificate of analysis to 
the defense counsel or defendant 
at least 28 days prior to trial. The 
notice will apprise the defendant 
that he has 14 days to object to 
the introduction of the certifi-
cate and effectively demand that 
the Commonwealth produce at 
trial the person who conducted 
the analysis. If the defendant 
does not object, his or her right 
to confront this witness at trial 
is waived and the certificate is 
admissible so long as it meets all 
other statutory requirements.

The second major component 
is the addition of a tolling pro-
vision to Virginia’s speedy trial 
requirement. Compared to other 
states’ laws and to the constitu-
tional requirement of speedy 
trial, Virginia law requires that 
the accused be tried in a very 
short time frame, five months 
for an incarcerated person and 
nine months for a person out on 
bond.  

This bill states that the Com-
monwealth can obtain a continu-
ance because a witness necessary 
for the admission of a certificate 
of analysis is unavailable and the 
continuance is not counted in the 
time necessary to hold a trial.

There is a cap on the length of 
any continuances granted under 
this provision. The cap is 90 days 
in total for a defendant who is 
incarcerated and 180 days for a 
defendant who is out on bond.

The theory behind this is to 
provide the Commonwealth with 
notice of when these witnesses 
are demanded to be present to 
testify so that we don’t unneces-
sarily subpoena these witnesses 
to every case.  Secondly, it rec-
ognizes the current shortage of 
such witnesses and allows more 
time for trial under the speedy 
trial act.

I reluctantly supported the bill 
and I discussed it thoroughly with 
many members of the legislature 
explaining the shortfalls of this 
quick fix.  The problem with this 
bill is that Commonwealth attor-
neys are going to have a very dif-
ficult time prosecuting cases that 
require a certificate of analysis 
because of the unavailability of 
the scientific experts from the 
state. So at the end of the day, 

what happens is these cases will 
get continued and pushed further 
and further off and, under the toll-
ing provision. Ultimately many 
will be thrown out by the courts. 
That is a great concern to me and 
I believe there were better ways 
to fix this.  However, there was 
no consensus for my suggestion 
to use interactive video.  

There is no related law to be 
found. There is no precedent set 
by the court which says we can 
use interactive video. However, 
if you analyze the use of video 
for cross-examination, you must 
come to the conclusion that it 
allows a defendant to be con-
fronted by his accuser, albeit on 
a television screen rather than 
directly face-to-face in the court-
room.

I would have preferred the 
addition of the use of the inter-
active video in conjunction with 
this bill and I believe it would 
have been a much more compre-
hensive solution to resolve these 
issues.

I plan to submit a related bill 
for the 2010 legislative session. 

I don’t mean to suggest that 
the bill will not do what we 
needed to do.  What I suggest is 
that the bill is not comprehen-
sive enough. It did help us deal 
with the problems caused by the 
Melendez-Diaz vs. Massachu-
setts decision. However, there 
are still holes that a good defense 
attorney could use to the frustra-
tion of the Commonwealth in 
prosecuting the cases that require 
certificates of analysis.

Ultimately, however, Com-
monwealth’s attorneys can 
request what is called a nolle 
prosequi, meaning that the 
Commonwealth can choose to 
not prosecute. The judge has to 
agree and order the nolle prose-
qui. However, that too can buy 
the Commonwealth some time 
if the court believes that the 
nolle prosequi is for good cause. 
In many cases I believe courts 
would believe this would be a 
beneficial use. The down side is, 
if you have a criminal defendant 
that is a flight risk, he could not 
be held in continuous custody 
and would have to be re-served 
and the trial started all over 
again.

This bill addressed some of the 
issues. I will tell you unequivo-
cally there is a lot more work to 
do on this in the regular session 
in 2010.

I tried to explain this as simply 
as possible. But since it is  com-
plicated, if you have concerns or 
questions, please call or email 
me at 804-698-7528, P.O. Box 
396, Richmond, VA 23218, or 
804-493-8892, P.O. Box 1146, 
Montross, VA 22520, or rich-
ard@stuartforsenate.com.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

I have often said a bad day in 
the Northern Neck is better 

than a good day in Richmond.  
Last Wednesday,  I was in 
Richmond for a budget brief-
ing by Gov. Kaine - and that 
certainly didn’t count for a 
good day in Richmond.

Kaine reported on the reve-
nue side, and painted a bleak 
fiscal landscape.  There is 
now likely to be a $1.2 bil-
lion projected revenue short-
fall in the fiscal year that 
began July 1, 2009, and ends 
June 30, 2010 (FY2010).

Coupled with a leftover 
shortfall from FY2009 of 
roughly $299 million, Kaine 
and the General Assembly 
must slash state spending by 
an additional $1.5 billion.

While we are early in the 
fiscal year, it appears the gap 
comes because income tax 
refunds are 30 percent higher 
than expected and sales tax 
revenue is 14 percent lower 
than expected, coupled with 
an annual growth rate of only 

4.1 percent.
Virginia had 15 percent 

less General Fund tax dollars 
collected in FY2009 than 
in FY2008.  And, we col-
lected less in FY2008 than in 
FY2007.

At the same time, expenses 
are rising due to the “coun-
ter cyclical” nature of some 
demands for services.

Virginia is in far better 
shape than many other states.  
We are one of a handful to 
have an AAA bond rating; 
we have again been named 
the best managed state to do 
business in; and, the Com-
monwealth hasn’t had to 
resort to any of the budget 
tricks or slight of hand others 
have.  And we have not raised 
taxes on struggling families 
to balance the Common-
wealth’s books.

While state revenue lags 
other economic indica-
tors, there are signs that the 
21-month recession is near-
ing an end. Home sales have 

increased in the Common-
wealth (albeit from bottom 
feeding), and there has been 
a drop in the unemployment 
rate from 7.3 to 6.9 percent. 

So, where do we go from 
here? 

Under the Virginia Consti-
tution, the governor can cut 
up to 15 percent of the state’s 
spending when the legislature 
is not in session.  So, Kaine 
requested revised budgets 
from all state agencies with 
proposed cuts of 5 percent, 
10 percent and 15 percent.  
Once he reviews this infor-
mation, he will announce the 
necessary additional spend-
ing cuts shortly after Labor 
Day.

And, in this next round of 
cuts, everything from schools 
to parks will be on the table. 

For that announcement, I 
might just choose to stay in 
the Northern Neck – for any 
day in the Northern Neck 
will be better than that day in 
Richmond.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

August is a time to get my 
boots on the ground to hear what 
folks are thinking back at home. 
This week, I met with dozens of 
constituents in the district offices 
and at events. 

I’ve also received an update 
on the status of the James River 

Ghost Fleet and spoke with mem-
bers of the healthcare coverage 
underwriters’ community.  I’m 
looking forward to inviting folks 
to my own town halls on health-
care reform at the end of the 
month.

On August 17, I joined asso-

ciate administrator of national 
security for  the U.S. Maritime 
Administration Kevin Tokarski 
and other state and local officials 
to discuss the disposal of reserve 
ships in the James River moored 
near Fort Eustis. There is a clear 
and present concern that these 

ships, which still contain fuel, 
could begin leaking in the event 
of a natural disaster.

On August 19, I joined Dem-
ocratic Rep. Glen Nye, whose 
district abuts mine, to speak 
with healthcare coverage under-
writers on the pending legisla-

tion before Congress.
I invite all citizens of the First 

District to join me in a town 
discussion on the debate over 
healthcare reform. The venues 
are the Ferguson Center for the 
Arts, Music and Theatre Hall 
at 1 University Place at Chris-

topher Newport University in 
Newport News from 6 to 8 p.m 
Monday, August 31, and Dodd 
Auditorium at 1301 College 
Avenue at the University of 
Mary Washington in Freder-
icksburg from 6 to 8 p.m. Tues-
day, September 1.

Healthy debate 
needed regarding
health care reform

Health care reform crit-
ics have pilloried Britain’s 
National Health System (NHS) 
as the perfect example of how 
not to reform our own. Yet, as 
a percentage of GDP the NHS 
is twice as cost effective as our 
system. And the NHS covers 
all residents of the British Isles 
compared with our present 84 
percent coverage. On a per 
patient basis, the NHS costs 
well under half of our present 
system.

Since the overriding goal 
of U.S. healthcare reform is 
to rein in its present uncon-
trolled costs, shouldn’t our 
bureaucrats and committees 
be studying how the NHS 
achieves its far superior cost 
efficiency?

For those who cite delays in 
examination and treatment as a 
penalty of the NHS, and claim 
that President Obama is “out 
to get your grandma,” consider 
this example. Our children’s 
99-year-old grandma recently 
collapsed at her home in 
England. She was brought by 
ambulance to a hospital within 
the hour, diagnosed, admit-
ted and at once put on blood 
transfusions. While in the hos-
pital, she was looked after by 
a team of doctors and nurses 
led by a consultant. When she 
was discharged, the hospital 
authorized a motorized bed 
and wheelchair to go with 
her. Nurses came to her home 
daily. The bill was zero.

What reader has experi-
enced such a high level of 
attention and care here in 
return for the excessive costs 
we pay now?

Can it be coincidence that 
life expectancy rates in the 
U.K. and Canada are higher 
than ours? Almost certainly 
not, as the World Health Orga-
nization’s last performance 
rating of national health sys-
tems ranked Britain in 18th 
place, far ahead of us, in 38th 
place.

The premiums for my fam-
ily’s private health insurance 
over the past five years have 
resulted in 65 percent reim-
bursement for drugs, but a 
mere 4.2 percent for medical 
services. Would you call this a 
bargain?

Which of us would still 
dismiss the NHS as a broken 
system from which we have 
nothing to learn?

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

YOUR
LETTERS
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Greenpoint Nursery
... an eclectic collection for 

aesthetic reflection.

462-0220

 ... we’re in lovely uptown Lively on Route 3
Tuesday-Saturday 11 - 5                 462-6260

                                            Interior Design

                                        Home Accessories

                  Home Furnishings

                                Gourmet Food & Gifts

the

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

Calling all crafters, quilters, needlers 
and artisans of all types

GOT STASH?!

Too Much Stash?
Then bring it to sell at the 

Heathsville Farmers’ Market
on Saturday, September 19th

We are having a Stash Bash!!!
Rent a table for $20 inside the Transportation 

Museum Bldg and sell your excess supplies, 
UFOs, and/or forsaken hobbies.

Call 529-6617 or 580-3377 
to reserve your space.

Sorry No Auction Tonight
Closed for Vacation!

Next Auction 
Thursday, September 3, 2009 • 6 p.m.

See you in September 
124 Rappahannock Ave. • Downtown Urbanna

Preview Starts at 4 p.m. Sale Day
MATTHEW ELLIOTT VAAL#3760 • TERRY SMITH VAAL#3762 

758-0909 • 296-5752
For Pictures go to Auctionzip.com (Auctioneer #18047)

We accept cash, check, MC & Visa. 3% buyer’s premium waived if 
paying with cash or check. Announcements made the day of the 

sale take precedence over all others stated or printed.

YOUR LETTERS
Busing resolution
can’t be so difficult

I was dismayed to find the 
Lancaster County School Board 
voted not to allow students to be 
discharged from school buses 
at the Boys and Girls Club of 
the Northern Neck or at the 
YMCA.

The article I read states the 
reason was because of the 
“shortened school year.”  I fail 
to see how this excuse relates 
to the issue. The Boys and Girls 
Club of the Northern Neck was 
strategically located between the 
primary and middle schools on 
the main bus route so it would 
be easy to discharge students 
from school buses to attend an 
after-school program that pro-
vides homework assistance, 
supervised physical activities, 
character education, art and 
technology education and a safe 
environment.

I am willing to bet the finest 
school bus drivers in the North-
ern Neck will continue to parade 
their buses along Main Street 
Kilmarnock at 3:15 p.m. daily, 
no matter how short the school 
year turns out to be.

I am amazed at a school divi-
sion that can figure out how to 
spend $300,000 taxpayer dol-
lars on a concrete block outdoor 
latrine at Lancaster High School 
to accommodate the personal 
needs of patrons attending six 
football games a year, but can’t 
figure out how to transport 300 
children six blocks.

Every dollar the Boys and 
Girls Club pumps into transpor-
tation (purchasing buses of their 
own) takes away services and 
supplies from county children.  
Do we really want 3 more buses 
on Main Street at 3 p.m.?  Is 
doing what is best for children 
no longer the responsibility or 
the business of our school divi-
sion?

I also read the school superin-
tendent had “found out” it is ille-
gal to transport children to after-
school programs using school 
buses. Since the school division 
has been doing just that for well 
over 15 years, one must wonder 
why they haven’t been arrested 
and fined for their actions. It’s 
obvious to even the most casual 
observer the “school bus police” 
are not in Kilmarnock….nor are 
they coming.

Many of the parents I spoke 
with are having difficulty locat-
ing the statute in the Code of 
Virginia that renders it illegal to 
discharge students from school 
buses at a destination other than 
their home. Perhaps the school 
board could be so kind as to 
print copies of the statute and 
have them available to parents at 
the September 14 school board 
meeting at 6:30 p.m., at Lan-
caster Middle School.

Craig Kauffman,
Lancaster

Greenvale Creek
project dredges
up lots of questions

What was the purpose of 
Dredging Greenvale Creek on 
the Rappahannock River?

Was the intent to use up the 
President’s Stimulus Package 
money, use it or loose it? Doing 
half a job didn’t accomplish a 
thing but widen the mouth of 
the creek and we all know that 
after a few storms, it will just 
wash back.

Was it the intent to stimulate 
an out-of-state contractor?

Was it the intent to be sloppy 
and unprofessional in doing the 
job because the permit would 
run out July 27, 2009, and they 
spent most of their time repair-
ing equipment?

Was it the intent of widening 
the creek mouth and destroy 
other river owners’ frontage?

Was it the intent to widen 
the creek mouth only? One still 
can’t use the public ramp at the 
end of the creek nor utilize the 
nearby marina.

Was it the intent of destroy-
ing the grasses along the river’s 
edge?

Was it the intent to disperse 
the slime, muck, mud and soot 
to neighboring frontage so they 
get the odor of sewer every low 
tide?

Was it the intent to cease 
swimming, boating and fishing 
along the river frontage of cur-
rent land owners?

I would be pleased in hear-
ing pros and cons from other 
creekfront property owners.

Mickey Mallette,
Mollusk

Another view
on town hall

I read with interest the arti-
cle written by Reid Pierce-
Armstrong regarding the town 
council discussion of land now 
called Town Center Green.

As I recall, the town bought 
this acreage to be the site for a 
new town hall and other gov-
ernment uses, plus perhaps 
a park area. I attended meet-
ings where two building and 
site plans were discussed and 
a meeting where a contract 
to sell the present location 
was discussed and rejected by 
council.

As a former builder, it seems 
to me it would be smarter to 
build a new permanent town 

Common sense
You cannot legislate the poor 

into prosperity by legislating 
the wealthy out of prosperity.

What one person receives 
without working for, another 
person must work for without 
receiving. The government 
cannot give to anybody any-
thing that the government does 
not first take from somebody 
else.

When half of the people get 
the idea that they do not have 
to work because the other half 
is going to take care of them, 
and when the other half gets 
the idea that it does no good to 
work because somebody else 
is going to get what they work 
for, that, my dear friend, is the 
beginning of the end of any 
nation.

You cannot multiply wealth 
by dividing it.

Betty Lawton,
Irvington

Republicans
want to pull the
plug on Medicare

Republicans not only want 
to defeat President Obama’s 
health insurance reform, they 
also want to destroy Medicare 
and let everyone now on Medi-
care be forced to purchase pri-
vate medical insurance.

Republicans want to do away 
with Medicare. They’ve always 
wanted to take it away, and if 
they get half a chance in the 
future they’ll get rid of it then.

Don’t believe me?  How 
about this:

Ronald Reagan:  “If you don’t 
[stop Medicare] ... you and I 
are going to spend our sunset 
years telling our children and 
our children’s children what it 
once was like in America when 
men were free.”

Republican Bob Dole openly 
bragged in 1996 that he was 
one of 12 House members who 
voted against creating Medi-
care. “I was there, fighting the 
fight, voting against Medicare 
...”

GOP guru Newt Gingrich 
said of Medicare, “We don’t get 
rid of it in round one because 
we don’t think that’s politically 
smart, we don’t think that’s the 
right way to go through a tran-
sition, but we believe it’s going 
to wither on the vine.” He then 
went on to propose cutting 
Medicare by 14 percent and 
forcing millions of senior citi-
zens to seek out private HMOs 
or go without, all to help make 
sure Medicare would “wither 
on the vine.”

Roy Blunt: “You could cer-
tainly argue that government 
should have never have gotten 
in the health care business, 
and that might have been the 
best argument of all, to figure 
out how people could have had 
more access to a competitive 
marketplace.”

Former Republican House 
Majority Leader Dick Armey 
reaffirmed this week that he 
thinks Medicare is “tyranny” 

hall, designed with planned 
expansion areas, on the Town 
Center Green and at a cost the 
town can afford and sell the 
current location to offset some 
of the new development cost. 
As to adding a temporary addi-
tion to the existing building, it 
is a waste of money as the word 
temporary suggests.

The problem of VDOT 
expense might be less if the 
entrance is on the side street 
rather than on Main Street. In 
any event, the same expense 
may exist to develop a park 
as it would for a government 
center and park.

I do not personally object to 
paying more taxes for the ben-
efit of the town, but do wonder 
what the taxpayers would 
have said when this land was 
being purchased, at the several 
100,000 dollar price paid, if 
they were told it would only be 
a park.

R.F. Bodde, 
Kilmarnock

and if that’s not worrisome 
enough, he wants to “phase 
out” social security too.

Republicans want to do away 
with Medicare because they’re 
against government health-
care, always have been, always 
will be. That’s a core plank 
in GOP ideology, they hold it 
as dear and precious as some 
hold theology. Just this week, 
when asked about government 
healthcare, Republican Sen. 
Chuck Grassley of Iowa said 
the “government is a predator, 
not a competitor” and went on 
to note he wouldn’t vote for 
any healthcare reform bill as 
a matter of conservative prin-
ciple, even if it has everything 
he wants in it.

So when a Republican talks 
about “reform,” or says we 
must “get the government out 
of healthcare,” or pitches con-
voluted tax schemes and pri-
vate accounts for the affluent, 
or spits out terms like “social-
ized medicine,” they all mean 
the same thing: getting rid of 
Medicare and force everyone 
now on Medicare to purchase 
private insurance.

Forget about grandma being 
unplugged, grandma won’t be 
able to afford being seen, much 
less be able to pay for hospital 
admission. Grandma is on her 
own.

All so that insurance com-
pany CEOs can keep their 
multi-million dollar paychecks 
and their Republican congres-
sional lackeys can save an 
extra 0.0145 of their paycheck 
-- which is the same flat rate 
we all invest to keep millions 
of senior citizens alive and 
healthy today.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville 
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IRVINGTON  
FARMERS MARKET 

SATURDAY,   
SEPTEMBER 5, 2009 

9 a.m. –1 p.m. 
Irvington Commons 

OVER 100 VENDORS 
PRODUCE, HERBS, FLOWERS, MEAT, SEAFOOD,  

GOAT CHEESE, BAKED GOODS,CRAFTS, ARTWORK  
AND MUCH MORE 













The Northern Neck Kennel Club will give dog owners  an opportunity  
to show off their well- groomed and well behaved dogs. 

All dogs attending the Market must be on leash. 

5th AnnuAl ChEsApEAkE bAy summEr postEr
Get Yours at Local Shops or Online at  

www.mikeantoniographics.com

summer is over … but never forget it!

18”x24” • $29.95

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181

No one has ever written a love song to debt. And 
if anyone had, we promise, we’d never pipe it into 
one of our branches. After all, Chesapeake Bank 
proudly continues an era of responsible lending. Our 
competitive home equity loan and line of credit  
are perfect to help with debt consolidation, as well 
as a smart way to borrow for educational expenses, 
medical expenses and more. And, depending upon 
your circumstances, the interest paid  
may be tax deductible. Chesapeake  
Bank is dedicated to helping our  
customers be financially fit. To learn  
more visit www.chesbank.com. 

Presenting loans 
for people who hate debt.

home equity
loan

15-year fixed

home equity 
line of credit  

variable
6.99%* 5.50%**

no appraisal fee  q   no closing costs

apr apr

                   Subject to credit approval and underwriting on loan requests between $20,000 and $100,000. Adequate property insurance coverage is required. Consult a tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. *Home Equity 
Loan-rate is fixed for 15 years. The available rate today is 6.99%. **Home Equity Line of Credit 15-year draw period with interest only payments due monthly. The available rate today is 5.50%. The Annual Percentage Rate can change daily, and is tied to the Prime Rate. The maximum Annual Percentage Rate that 
can apply is 18.00%. The minimum Annual Percentage Rate that can apply is 5.50%. Minimum monthly payments will not reduce the principal that is outstanding on your account. At the end of the 15-year draw period, the outstanding principal balance plus any accrued interest will result in a balloon payment. 

©2009 Chesapeake Bank Equal Housing Lender •  Member FDIC   

09-CB-590_wiredcard_RR.8-10.indd   1 8/16/09   4:19:32 PM

YOUR LETTERS

(Reprints from the August 27, 1909, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Wharton Grove Camp
The ten-day’s encampment at beautiful 

Wharton Grove, this county, closes next 
Monday morning. We are not dealing in 
superlatives, but dare assert that no meet-
ing here has ever held more interest to our 
people or result in more lasting good.

The weather could not have been 
improved upon–clear, and as a rule cool 
and pleasant; the crowds probably the 
largest, and the preaching and singing 
excellent. On Sunday 3,200 tickets were 
distributed on the wharf, and a fair esti-
mate would place the attendance at fi ve 
or six thousand. Vehicles lined the roads, 
and the dock was crowded with crafts of 
every description and size. Fish steam-
ers from Reedville and Crisfi eld brought 
crowds, and the Mobjack from Norfolk 
landed 506 excursionists. The attendance 
next Sunday, it is predicted, will even 
exceed last Sunday’s and the management 
is making ample preparations.

Our people have been most highly 
favored in having the loved evangelist, 
Dr. H. M. Wharton, supported by the 
eloquent Dr. Chas. Lincoln Jackson of 
Philadelphia, and the Messrs. J. M. and N. 
B. Broughton, of Raleigh, N.C., Rev. A. 
B. Dunaway, D. D., Rev. Bailey Sanford, 
of Newport News, and Revs. Claybrook, 
Hall, and DeVault and other local divines. 

These devoted ministers of God are strik-
ing telling blows for Christ’s Kingdom and 
endearing our people to their individual 
personalities. Dr. Harrison, leader of the 
Brantley choir, is managing the singing.

Entertainment At Reedville
Mrs. J. Griffe Edwards, Commander 

of the Confederate choirs of the South, 
will give an entertainment Friday night, 
August 27, at Reedville Hall. She will 
be supported by the uniformed choir and 
other good talent.

Ocran
Mrs. William Chase gave an English Tea 

Monday evening in honor of her mother, 
sister, and brother, who were to leave the 
next day for their home in Baltimore.

Miss Cora Knighton, of Washngton, is 
visiting Mrs. H. R. Humphreys.

Geo. Henry and family, of Glyndon, 
Md., are camping this week on the picnic 
grounds at the mouth of Tabbs Creek.

Capt. Geo. P. Squires is in Baltimore 
this week.

Mrs. R. G. Alexander and daughter, 
Yeoume, of Boston, Mass., are visiting 
friends and relatives in this section of the 
county.

Millenbeck
E. C. Johnson, Chief of Claims Trea-

sury Department, Washington, was here 
this week with his family, who have been 

stopping here several weeks.
L. D. Stoneham, of Mollusk, has made 

an addition to his dwelling.
Mrs. R. S. Schools and daughter, of 

Saluda, are spending this week here with 
daughter and sister, Mrs. Geo Emlaw 
Lewis.

Miss Flossie Thompson, of White 
Stone, is spending the week here with her 
aunt, Mrs. L. E. Rogers.

Schooner Lewis M. Thomas was here 
last week delivering coal. Also schooner 
Dorchester was here same week unload-
ing gasoline.

Misses Sadie and Bessie Norris, of 
Lively, are visiting their aunt, Mrs. Ida 
Dunaway, near here this week.

Quite a large crowd attended Wharton 
Grove Camp from here on Sunday.

Lewis Reynolds, of Bertrand, is indis-
posed at this writing.

Irvington
Miss Pauline Long will teach music 

at our High School this coming session 
which begins October 1st.

Dr. W. J. Newbill joins Capt. Geo. P. 
Squires in Baltimore today for expert 
examination to the latter.

Dr. H. M. Wharton and Messrs. Brough-
ton, with their ladies, ran up from camp 
Monday to visit our town.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YESTERYEAR

Elements of
a safety net

A letter entitled “Healthcare 
considerations,” consuming no 
fewer than 30 column inches, 
appeared August 20 in the 
Rappahannock Record in which 
the writer expresses enthusi-
asm for increased taxes, expan-
sion of existing government 
programs, and the creation of a 
new one (i.e., “the public opin-
ion”). With all respect to the 
writer, and in my opinion, sev-
eral straightforward changes to 
the current healthcare paradigm 
hold promise and are conspicu-
ously absent in most discus-
sions of this topic, as they are 
in his letter.

First, “personal responsibil-
ity” has a place in any discus-
sion on this important subject, 
and it appears nowhere in the 
letter to which I refer. It also 
appears rarely in the main-
stream media, and I would like 
to see some life breathed into 
it.

Second, I agree with the writer 
in suggesting that competition 
tends to bring prices down and 
push quality up; however, com-
petition does not require more 
government. John Stossell, 
among others, has pointed out 
that in those areas of healthcare 
which do not typically involve 
health insurance (e.g., lasik 
eye surgery, orthodonture, and 
cosmetic surgery), competi-
tion has brought down prices, 
increased quality, and spurred 
innovation, invisalign for tooth 

straightening, for example.
Bringing competition into 

healthcare can best be accom-
plished by less government 
and not more. I suggest that 
laws prohibiting people from 
shopping across state lines 
for health insurance should 
be repealed, so that the robust 
competition that exists among 
companies that sell auto insur-
ance, motorcycle insurance, 
disability insurance, renter’s 
insurance, life insurance, and 
homeowners insurance will 
come to exist among compa-
nies that sell health insurance.

Third, eliminate all man-
dates. There is no reason a 
19-year-old single male or a 
60-year-old post-menopausal 
woman (or anyone else for that 
matter) should be required to 
buy insurance with a maternity 
benefi t nor should someone 
committed to a life devoid of 
intoxicants and paraprescriptive 
drugs be required to buy insur-
ance with a substance abuse 
benefi t. Requiring someone to 
buy coverage he doesn’t want 
is a little like having a stranger 
toss food items into your shop-
ping cart at the grocery store.

Fourth, eliminate the link 
between one’s health insur-
ance and one’s employer. This 
link causes people to lose their 
health insurance when they lose 
their jobs, and it tends to keep 
people in jobs they don’t like 
for fear of losing their health 
insurance. This is not good for 
the mental health of employees 
or the fi nancial health of busi-

nesses to which they look for 
employment in the fi rst place. 
The perception that “my boss 
pays for most of it,” sets up a 
scenario in which people take 
some sick leave and visit the 
doctor at the fi rst sneeze, driv-
ing up healthcare costs and 
reducing business productivity.

Fifth, we should eliminate the 
employer deduction for health 
insurance and make insurance 
premiums deductible for those 
who buy their own insurance, 
either as individuals or collec-
tively through an alumni asso-
ciation, credit union, buyer’s 
club, chamber of commerce or 
special interest group. Driven 
by the desire to keep one’s 
personal premiums down, this 
change would motivate people 
to lose weight, stop smoking, 
eat less fat, exercise more, and 
visit doctors only when neces-
sary.

Sixth, we need to get away 
from this idea that government 
is the default entity from which 
all desired things and services 
come, with costs involuntarily 
paid by people we perceive to 
be unacceptably prosperous 
(and somehow deserving of our 
exploitation) and/or borrowed 
from our unsuspecting children. 
Medicare, Medicaid, charity 
hospitals, free clinics, health 
departments, and pro-bono ser-
vices from community-minded 
health care providers constitute 
all the necessary elements nec-
essary for a reasonably-sized 
social safety net.

Andrew J. Billups III, 
White Stone 

Government by 
the power mongers

Noting the mob activity 
around town hall meetings on 
health care and the lies, distor-
tions and lack of civility with 
which knowledgeable represen-
tatives are confronted, a reader 
expressed some concern and 
confusion.

Further, she fi nds dishearten-
ing our apparent unwillingness 
to give adequate care to the 
poorest among us, calling the 
quality of our citizenship into 
question. She asked: what are we 
coming to? Indeed, where have 
we arrived?

It is something of a cliché to 
repeat it, but our country is in 
the control of powerful interest 
groups. Deciding on the out-
comes that they desire, all that 
they need do is to dial them 
into their “public relations” 
machines.

Money fl ows to politicians 
and propaganda machines are 
cranked up to manipulate citi-
zens to support the desired out-
comes. So much for plebiscitary 
democracy.

Rachel Maddow traced the 
presence of outrageous and 
weird gun-toting mobs at health 
care town halls to lobbies funded 
by the insurance industry—a 
disturbingly bold and dangerous 
development and precedent. Not 
least, it effectively cuts off the 
fi rst amendment rights of every-
body else.

There are other lobbies that are 
even more powerful and unscru-

pulous: The Israel lobby and the 
National Rifl e Association own 
Congress. Recently, 25 Repub-
lican congressman led by Eric 
Cantor and 30 Democratic con-
gressmen led by Stenny Hoyer 
made trips to Israel fi nanced by 
the lobby. While in Israel they 
were highly critical of Presi-
dent Obama’s efforts to stop the 
Israeli settlements on Palestinian 
land and of his efforts to avert a 
violent confrontation with Iran. 
Israel thus meddled in U.S. poli-
tics and our congressmen toyed 
with treason. Here, bought-off 
and ignorant politicians moved 
us closer to fi ery disaster in the 
Middle East.

We know the story of the gun 
lobby. They no longer have any 
opposition in Congress; they 
have won. We are well on the 
way to passing legislation that 
will enable us to “carry” any-
where. The unarmed must share 
their space with louts intimidat-
ing others with guns. That is 
where we have arrived.

We have before us, climate 
change legislation, banking 
regulation and corporate reform 

legislation, all of which confront 
powerful lobbies which have a 
lot of money to spend.  Chances 
of getting anything done in these 
areas are miniscule, particularly 
with the escalation of smash-
mouth politics to include the 
suggestion of possible gun play.

With support from powerful 
lobbies, we have been disman-
tling our citizens’ social safety 
net for well over a decade. 401k 
plans are being substituted for 
defi ned benefi t retirement plans. 
An attempt was made to privatize 
Social Security. Many employers 
have reduced or eliminated their 
contributions to retirement and 
health care plans. We are a “You 
are on your own” society.

Too many Americans are not 
suffi ciently well-informed to 
avert manipulation. Lobbies have 
convinced them collective (gov-
ernment) action for the common 
good and to care for our most 
disadvantaged is unacceptable 
and even unpatriotic.  What kind 
of a country are we anyway?  Is 
the answer in doubt? 

David G. Davies,
Irvington


