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The Lancaster/Northumber-
land Relay For Life will hold a 
Luminaria Ceremony from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. Saturday, August 22, 
at Grey’s Point Camp in Topping.

The originally scheduled relay 
June 20 unexpectedly concluded 
prior to the Luminaria Ceremony 
due to heavy storms soaking the 
luminaria bags. The rescheduled 
event will be a mini-relay, con-
cluding with the ceremony.

Relay For Life is the national 
signature event of the American 
Cancer Society. Participants walk 
around a track to raise funds to 
fight cancer and increase aware-
ness of cancer prevention and 
treatment, explained community 
manager Lisa Goodall. At night-
fall, luminaries light the track as 
participants remember those who 
have lost their lives to cancer and 
honor those who have survived. 

Luminaria bags will be avail-
able for purchase at the cer-
emony for a donation of $5.

To participate in this event, 
call Goodall at 804-397-9922 to 
guarantee free admittance to the 
campground.

HEATHSVILLE—Northumber-
land teachers, administrators, parents 
and students will enter the next school 
year on a high note. The Virginia 
Department of Education released 
the 2008-09 Standards of Learning 
(SOL) test results August 13, and 
Northumberland is ranked among the 
top school divisions in the state for 
meeting all the No Child Left Behind 
markers at every school and across the 
district. 

Of the 132 school divisions in the 
state, only 25 divisions had all schools 
meet the Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) markers set by the No Child 
Left Behind Act. Among those was 
Northumberland. Of those 25 school 
districts, only 21 also made AYP at 
the division level. Again, Northum-
berland is among them. 

“Meeting annual AYP benchmarks 
becomes increasingly challenging as 
required pass rates move closer to 100 
percent,” said Virginia Board of Edu-
cation president Mark E. Emblidge in 
a statement to the press Thursday. 

Northumberland Elementary School 
had pass rates well within the 90th per-
centile across every subject area. Nor-

HEATHSVILLE—Verizon customers in 
the 580 exchange in Northumberland County 
found themselves unable to receive or make 
long distance calls and, in some cases, local 
calls August 13, adding to a laundry list of 
complaints the board of supervisors has with 
the telephone service provider. 

For years, the board has been trying to resolve 
issues with the lack of service to the 580 and 
453 exchanges. It wrote letters of complaint to 
both Verizon and the Virginia State Corpora-
tion Commission in 2001, 2005 and 2008 with-
out any results. 

Schools hold registration for 2009-10 academic session
At left, volunteers Donna Lewis and Dawn Nickerson recruit members for the Lancaster Middle School PTA during 
school registration last week. The LMS PTA was also selling sweatshirts and lounge pants. All three Lancaster 
County schools held registration last week. Lancaster Primary School will hold it’s annual open house for a meet-
and-greet with the administration and teachers on Tuesday, September 1. Times vary for each grade level. The first 
day of school for students in Lancaster and Northumberland counties is Tuesday, September 8. For more back-to-
school news visit the school pages weekly in the Rappahannock Record. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi.

Northumberland schools
score among state’s elite

by Reid Pierce Armstrong thumberland High School’s pass rates 
ranged from 87 percent in history to 97 
percent in English. Northumberland 
Middle School squeaked by, making 
AYP for the first time with pass rates in 
the upper 70s and low 80s in English, 
math and science. 

Superintendent Clint Stables said 
the one clear area for improvement is 
in social studies at the 8th grade level. 
There were some instructional issues 
in that class last year, Stables said, 
and the problem has already been 
addressed. 

“I’m just really proud of the kids and 
the teachers who worked really hard,” 
Stables said. “And we couldn’t do it 
without the support of the parents and 
the many many volunteers who work 
with the students in the schools. The 
entire community should be proud of 
this accomplishment.”

The other divisions meeting the AYP 
benchmarks are Bland County, Bristol, 
Caroline County, Charlotte County, 
Cumberland County, Dickenson 
County, Floyd County, Galax, High-
land County, Lee County, Lexington, 
Manassas Park, Mecklenburg County, 
Norton, Prince George County, Rad-
ford, Rappahannock County, Salem, 
Scott County and West Point.

County to seek legislation forcing Verizon to improve services
by Reid Pierce Armstrong Appealing again to the SCC, Gov. Tim Kaine, 

Sen. Richard Stuart and Del. Albert Pollard 
last week, the board is now seeking legislation 
that would require Verizon to update its central 
office, improving service to the county seat and 
other under-served areas in the county. 

The 580 and 453 exchanges have no access 
to standard services such as voice mail, DSL or 
call forwarding.

“Every other governmental agency within 
the Commonwealth of Virginia can obtain these 
services,” said county administrator Kenneth D. 
Eades. 

The county also had lengthy problems when 
it upgraded to the enhanced 911 system at the 

sheriff ’s office in Heathsville. 
Six weeks after requesting that the high 

school phone number be transferred to the new 
school, the number continues to ring at the old 
high school. 

“It’s turned out to be more of an ordeal than I 
ever thought it would be,” Eades said. “It’s just 
a matter of transferring a line and it’s still not 
straight.”

The Commissioner of Revenue’s phone line 
went out August 3 and it took Verizon three 
days to respond. 

Verizon last year refused to upgrade its cen-
tral office to provide better service to the county 
seat and surrounding residents, stating it was 

simply not a good business decision for them. 
“After reviewing the costs and expected 

return, we have concluded that there is not a 
positive business case for deploying any of 
these services at this time,” wrote John Knapp, 
Verizon’s director of government affairs, in a 
letter dated October 14, 2008. 

Convincing a local representative to push 
through legislation requiring the upgrades is the 
only viable recourse remaining to the board at 
this point, Eades said. 

Knapp said Tuesday that he was not pre-
pared to comment on these issues until he has a 
chance to read the most recent resolution from 
the board. 

Exploring the waterways
Katie Wood, 9, catches crabs off her father’s dock in Fairport. The many oyster floats on the creek attract all kinds of aquatic life, making it 
something of a living aquarium and an exciting place for children like Katie to explore. To learn more about oyster gardening, look for the 
September issue of the Rivah Visitor’s Guide August 27. Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong

Luminaria 
Ceremony
to be held
Saturday

KILMARNOCK—Registration 
continues for the Little League 
Spanish Mackerel Fishing Tourna-
ment Saturday, August 22. 

A captain’s meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m.  Friday, August 21, at the 
Hayden Building at Dreamfields 
near Kilmarnock. 

Fishing will begin at 7 a.m. Sat-
urday morning.  The weigh station 

will be at Chesapeake Boat Basin 
in Kilmarnock where owner Clay 
Holcomb will offer discounts on 
fuel and other items to all regis-
tered anglers. The scales close at 
5 p.m. 

Top prizes, based on a 50-boat 
entry, are $2,000 for the largest fish, 
$1,000 for second place and $500 
for third. 

A junior angler prize and a lady 
angler prize also will be awarded.

A grand prize of $25,000 will 
be awarded for breaking the state 
record.   

An awards ceremony is set for 6 
p.m. at Dreamfields following com-
petiton. The ceremony and other 
festivities are open to the public.  

Dinner is $10 in advance and $12 

at the door.  Prizes and raffle draw-
ings will be awarded. Music will 
follow the awards ceremony. 

Proceeds from the tournament 
will benefit the Lancaster County 
Little League, which provides base-
ball and softball programs to more 
than 350 local children.

“It is our hope that the Spanish 
Mackerel Fishing Tournament will 

become an annual event providing 
the community with a fun-filled 
weekend as well as an opportunity 
for a successful fund-raiser for the 
ballpark,” said tournament orga-
nizer Kathy Pittman. 

The tournament entry fee is $175. 
For entry forms or to purchase 
advance dinner tickets, call Pittman 
at 804-435-0621.

Spanish mackerel fishing tournament set this weekend on local waters



The Agenda
Local Government News

LANCASTER—Planning commission members will 
begin discussions on permitted uses for the limited industrial 
zoning district (M-1) at their meeting tonight, August 20. 
The session begins at 7 p.m. in the General District court-
room at the courthouse.

Public hearings will be held on proposed changes to com-
mercial zoning districts to better define permitted uses and 
protect residential areas. An amendment to the zoning ordi-
nance to define small windmills also is set for hearing.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning com-
mission will hold a public hearing at 7 p.m. August 20 to 
review an amendment to the county’s Chesapake Bay Preser-
vation Area Ordinance. The commission meets in the courts 
building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville. 

The proposed changes will make the ordinance consistent 
with recent changes to state regulations and guidelines. Sim-
ilar changes are being adopted by localites across the state. 

The commission also will hold a working session to 
review the zoning code. This month’s topic is Area Regula-
tions, which deals with building setback and height require-
ments. The proposed language being reviewed will be posted 
at co.northumberland.va.us.

LANCASTER—Supervisors will hold two public hear-
ings August 27 at 7 p.m. in the General District courtroom 
at the courthouse.

Before the board will be a proposed ordinance to permit 
licensed drivers to operate golf carts and utility vehicles on 
Weems Road in the Village of Weems. The permitted area 
would begin at the intersection with Wharton Grove Lane 
and would include all of Wharton Grove Lane, Wharton 
Grove Road, James Lane, Spencer Lane, Old Dominion 
Drive, King Carter Lane and Sunset Drive. 

Supervisors also will consider a special exception applica-
tion by David Wayne George to place an individual manu-
factured home on a one-acre parcel at 585 Mosquito Point 
Road.
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August 22, 2009
“It’s a Beautiful Day”

“Can you hear me now?”

C.T.R.
U 2 are wished a very
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Mom, Pop, 
Shelli & AlpineShelli & AlpineShelli & Alpine

Savannah Joe’s
6:30pm - 10:30pm • $5 Cover

Ray Pittman Project
Friday, August 21

804-435-6000 • Kilmarnock

$7 Buffett Friday−Chicken, pulled pork, 
beans, slaw, rolls and sauce

6pm-8:30pm
Full Menu Available Until 9pm • Sandwiches til 10pm

Always $5 Cover on Fridays
Beer & Barbeque 
& Rock n’Roll

Linda’s School of Dance
Celebrating 25 Years of Dance
in the Lancaster Community

Fall Registration – Tuesday, September 1st

5 – 7 p.m. at The Wiley Building

For more information: (804) 320-1936
Brochures available at the YMCA front desk.
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Making Memories

Lessons for life

KILMARNOCK—Mayor 
Curtis Smith and vice-mayor 
Paul Jones on Monday led a 
discussion with the town coun-
cil about plans for a future town 
hall and the town center green.

Mayor Smith said he now 
feels the town center green 
should be left as open space and 
designed into a park for festi-
vals, farmer’s markets, open-
air concerts and recreation. 

Council member Rebecca 
Nunn suggested that part of 
the property be fenced off and 
turned into a dog park. Mayor 
Smith said he would also like 
the town to build a gazebo with 
electricity to use for concerts. 

While there is currently no 
master plan for the property 
or conceptual drawings for the 
park, there have been a few 
opportunities for public com-
ment in the past, town manager 
Tom Saunders said in a later 
conversation.  

Mayor Smith and Jones also 
suggested that any plans to 
expand or replace the town hall 
should be made for the current 
town hall location. 

“VDOT entrances can be 
very expensive,” Mayor Smith 
said, noting that the town center 
property would likely require a 
turning lane. 

Jones recommended the 
town pursue designs for a new 
town hall with a brick facade 
and white columns on the cur-
rent site. 

“I think the town should 
make a statement. When you 
see our town hall it should be 
nice,” Jones said. 

“This building is in bad 
shape,” he added. “The roof 
is leaking. The floor is soak-
ing wet. Either we have to sink 
money into this building or 
build a new one.”

Several members, including 
Nunn and Howard Straughan, 

KILMARNOCK—The Kil-
marnock Town Council Monday 
gave developer Jones Felvey the 
nod to proceed with plans for a 
small sewer pump station to ser-
vice nearly 50 lots in a planned 
workforce housing community 
on Old Blackstump Road.  

Council initially had asked that 
Felvey work with Lee Self who 
owns a neighboring subdivision, 
which is also in the planning 
stages.

John Martin, Felvey’s attorney, 
said attempts at negotiation with 
the neighboring development 
have ended in stalemate. Accord-
ing to Martin, Self has indicated 
that development of his subdivi-
sion is on hold for the foreseeable 
future. 

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett last week 
brought charges against nine indi-
viduals.
Felonies
Brandon J. Smith, 20, of Tappa-

hannock was charged August 10 
with grand larceny.

Clifton M. Palmer, 21, of 
Harris Road was charged August 
11 with attempt to commit a non-
capital felony, assault and battery, 
obstruction of justice and cruelty 
to an animal. 
Misdemeanors

A Lara Road man, 61, was 
charged August 10 with domestic 
assault and battery.

A Deep Harbor Lane man, 
43, was charged August 10 with 
assault and battery.

A Woods Drive man, 31, was 
charged August 10 with failure to 
appear in King & Queen Court.

A Windmill Point Road 
woman, 28, was charged August 
10 with two counts of violation of 
probation. 

A Whites Lane man, 20, was 
charged August 11 with violation 
of terms of bond posted in con-
nection with a Richmond County 
case. 

A Harris Road man, 21, was 
charged August 13 with contempt 
of court. 

A Fleets Bay Road man, 20, 
was charged August 14 with vio-
lation of probation. 
Activity report  

August  10:  Staff responded 
to a possible larceny in the Lan-
caster Shores subdivision and to 
a motorist’s report of debris on 
the Norris Bridge. Staff received 
a credit card fraud report from 
an Oak Hill Road resident and a 
report of the theft of a lawn tractor 
from a Pierces Road resident. 

August 11:  Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Harvey Lane, with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a fight call on Clark Lane, to a 
complaint of juveniles tampering 
with vehicles on Buzzards Neck 
Road, and to a possible vandalism 
complaint on Merry Point Road 
(storm damages). Staff checked 
for the proper installation of a 
child safety seat at the request of 
the driver, on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone con-
tact could not be made (no emer-
gency services needed), and on 
the well-being of a River Road 
resident at the request of a con-
cerned citizen (no emergency 
services needed). 

August 12:  Staff responded 
with the Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department (ULVFD) 
to a downed tree on a power 
line on Merry Point Road, to a 
complaint of a downed power 
line on Dogwood Lane (cable 
TV line), to a domestic distur-
bance/destruction of property 
complaint on Robinson Road, to 
a complaint of juveniles riding 
motorcycles on private prop-
erty on St. Andrews Lane, with 
EMS to a medical emergency 
on Persimmon Lane, and to a 
complaint of a person shooting 
at farm animals on Lara Road. 
Staff checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program partici-
pant after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed) and 
received a report of the theft of a 
cell phone from the 3200 block 
of Mary Ball Road.

August 13 : Staff responded to 
a domestic disturbance on Fair-
weather Lane, with ULVFD to 
a large appliance fire on Chest-
nut Grove Lane, with KPD to a 
complaint of a suspicious person 
taking photos of female custom-
ers on North Main Street, to a 
mental health emergency involv-
ing a man with a knife threaten-
ing family members in the 2500 
block of Irvington Road, to a 
traffic accident on Courthouse 
Road, and to a traffic accident 
near Mary Ball and Old Orchard 
Roads. Staff received a report of 
a residential burglary on Twin 
Branch Road and a motorist’s 
report of being forced off the 
road in the 3100 block of Craw-
fords Corner Road.

August 14:  Staff notified the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation of high water incidents 
in the White Stone area. Staff 
responded to a domestic tres-
pass complaint on Regina Road, 
with KPD to a domestic distur-
bance on Irvington Road, to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint on 
Laurel Lane and to a domestic 
assault on Millenbeck Road.  

August 15:  Staff responded 
to a noise ordinance violation 
on Chestnut Grove Lane (land-
owner charged with violation), 
to a domestic disturbance on 
White Chapel Road, with KPD 
to a disturbance inside a busi-

Kilmarnock may leave town
center parcel development free

by Reid Pierce Armstrong strongly opposed any plans to 
build something new. 

“Until we get our water and 
sewer squared away, I think 
we have no business building 
a new city hall,” Straughan 
said. “I don’t think we have the 
money to do it.”

Straughan suggested the 
town consider building a tem-
porary addition to the current 
town hall to make more room 
for the staff.

Jones disagreed.
 “I feel like we should go forth 

with it,” he said. “We’ve been 

talking about it and dragging 
our feet about it for years.”

The topic of the town hall 
was eventually tabled, but 
council directed the town man-
ager to seek engineering bids 
for grading and seeding the 
town center property. 

Council also approved by 
unanimous vote spending 
$5,220 on engineering for a 
sidewalk connecting Fox Hill 
Drive to North Main Street 
along First Street. The contract 
was awarded to Progress Engi-
neers of Saluda.

Council to consider sewer
pump station to serve new
workforce neighborhood

by Reid Pierce Armstrong In hopes of helping Felvey 
move forward with his plans, 
council said it would consider 
supporting a well-constructed, 
smaller system. 

“These pump stations become 
the town’s responsibility once 
they are built, hooked up and 
inspected,” said town manager 
Tom Saunders in later discus-
sion. 

The pump station will be situ-
ated so that it can easily hook 
into a larger system in the future, 
Felvey said. 

“Council’s concern is that this 
pump station is designed well 
and that it have no maintenance 
issues,” Saunders explained. 

Felvey’s development team 
said it would return to council 
with a set of plans for the pump 
station in the coming months. 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
ness on Old Fairgrounds Way, to 
a disturbance/disorderly conduct 
complaint on Carlson Road, to a 
two-vehicle accident at Weems 
and Irvington roads and to a 
civil complaint on Yankee Point 
Road. Staff received a vandalism 
report in the 800 block of Weems 
Road and a report of vandalism 
to a vehicle on Chownings Ferry 
Road, and checked on the well-
being of two Keep Safe program 
participants when prearranged 
telephone contact could not be 
made (no emergency services 
needed). 

August 16 : Staff responded 
to a report of shots fired in the 
Nuttsville area (false report), to a 
trespass complaint in the Nutts-
ville area, to a two-vehicle-acci-
dent on Rappahannock Drive, to 
a report of suspicious persons 
setting a fire on unattended 
property in the Monaskon Farm 
subdivision (property owner 
cleaning up storm damage), with 
EMS to a medical emergency on 
Morattico Road and to a spot-
lighting/trespass complaint on 
Black Stump Road. 

August 17 : Staff responded 
to a vandalism complaint on 
Taylors Creek Road.

Staff also conducted nine traf-
fic stops, issued 4 summonses, 
assisted five motorists,  per-
formed traffic control twice, 
investigated six building alarms, 
processed two mental health 
orders and transported three 
inmates.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
department responded to a smoke 
report/downed power line on 
Clifton Avenue, a smoke alarm 
on Natty Point Lane and a traffic 
accident at Weems and Irvington 
roads.

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 

tree on the power line on Merry 
Point Road, an appliance fire on 
Chestnut Grove Lane, and a  lift 
assistance on Morattico Road.

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a 
hazmat incident on Carters Cove 
and a traffic accident on Rappah-
annock Avenue. 

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins last 
week brought charges against 
nine individuals. 
Felonies

Kenneth Michael Sapanara, 
25, of Reedville was charged 
August 15 with a third offense 
within 10 years of driving while 
intoxicated.

Wayne Thomas Bowman 
Jr., 27, of Tappahannock was 
charged August 12 with a Circuit 
Court probation violation.
Misdemeanors 

A Callao man, 46, was charged 
August 11 with appearing intoxi-
cated in public.

A Lottsburg woman, 22, was 
charged August 12 with assault 
and battery of a family or house-
hold member.

A Glen Dale, Md., man, 31, 
was charged August 12 with fail-
ure to appear in the Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court.

A Callao man, 20, was charged 
August 12 with possession of 
alcohol under the age of 21 and 
a third offense within 10 years of 
driving without having an opera-
tor’s license.

A Lottsburg man, 26, was 
charged August 14 with assault 
and battery of a family or house-
hold member.

A Reedville man, 52, was 
charged August 15 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Lottsburg man, 58, was 
charged August 16 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

IRVINGTON—Town attor-
ney Matson C. Terry II told the 
town council last week that he is 
drafting an ordinance regarding 
the operation of golf carts on 
the streets of Irvington.

The town is one of three in 
Virginia without a police force 
that has been authorized to 
allow golf carts, by ordinance, 
he said.

However, until an ordinance is 
adopted by the town, it remains 
illegal to operate a golf cart on 
Irvington’s streets, continued 
Terry. 

He noted that once the town 
adopts such an ordinance, only 
licensed drivers will be able 
to operate golf carts on the far 
right hand side of the street. The 
carts must have specific safety 
equipment, including a slow 
moving vehicle sign.

The draft ordinance for con-
sideration by the planning com-
mission and the town council 
will include requirements for an 
annual vehicle inspection, proof 

Rules of the road will apply
to golf carts on Irvington streets

by Robert Mason, Jr. of insurance and a town license, 
he said.

The same requirements for 
operating a motor vehicle will 
apply to operating a golf cart 
on the streets, including moving 
vehicle regulations, explained 
Terry.

Among other business, 
zoning administrator and town 
manager Robert A. Hardesty 
reported he had received a letter 
of complaint from Michael 
E. Merrill regarding possible 
violations of the town’s unsafe 
marine structures, unsafe struc-
tures and building maintenance 
code at Irvington Marina,

The letter has been forwarded 
to the county building inspector 
to investigate, said Hardesty.

No action was taken on a 
request from Merritt W. Foster 
Jr. M.D. to change the name 
of Reynolds Landing Road to 
Foster’s Landing Road. Council 
members indicated they’d like 
to discuss the issue with other 
property owners in the neigh-
borhood and Reynolds family 
members.
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August 7-19, 2010
Cruise the Mediterranean 

on Holland America’s newest ship 
the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Spain, Monaco, Italy,

Greece & Croatia.
Early Promotion Prices

Must be booked by December 30, 2009

Mediterranean Tapestry

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Country Gospel Music Association

Jerry Jones

BRANSON MUSIC THEATRE
GOD AND COUNTRY THEATRE, BRANSON, MO.

GOSPEL MUSIC TELEVISION NETWORK

Country Gospel Music Concert
Date: Sunday, August 23, 2009
Place: Rehoboth United Methodist Church

 126 Shiloh School Road; Kilmarnock, VA
Time: 6:00 PM

   International Songwriter
of the Year

Male Vocalist & Songwriter 
of the Year 

KILMARNOCK – North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic 
(NNFHC) pharmacy direc-
tor Angela Rich, pharmacy 
assistant Suzi Bowman and 
executive director Jean Nelson 
recently received a certificate 
in recognition of the $1.9 mil-
lion of free prescription medi-
cation the organization has 
received through participation 
with the statewide Rx Partner-
ship (RxP).

RxP executive director Amy 
Yarcich and director of affili-
ate services Lisa Casler pre-
sented the award at an annual 
roundtable meeting in Rich-
mond where free clinics and 
community health centers 
that participate as affiliates of 
RxP gain information about 
new medications, network and 
share best practices.

“We at Rx Partnership are 
pleased to recognize the out-
standing work of the North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic 
that has resulted in such a 
substantial and effective dis-
tribution of donated medica-
tion to patients in need,” said 
Yarcich.  

RxP, a public/private part-

Free clinic recognized  by state group

From left are RxP director of affiliate services Lisa Casler, Northern Neck Free Health Clinic 
pharmacy director Angela Rich and executive director Jean Nelson and RxP executive director 
Amy Yarcich.

nership, provides access to 
free prescription medications 
for Virginia’s eligible unin-
sured through credentialed 
affiliates throughout the state. 
The NNFHC began participat-
ing as an affiliate in 2005. 

“Partnerships are crucial 
to the success of the clinic, 

and this partnership is a very 
important one,” Nelson said. 
“RxP helps assure that the 
clinic pharmacy is stocked 
with the medicines our 
patients need.”

As a result of the relation-
ship with RxP, patients have 
access to a variety of free pre-

scription medication and pre-
scriptions can be filled imme-
diately, avoiding the 6- to 
12-week wait that is common 
to other patient assistance 
programs.  

For more information on 
clinic services, call 435-0575, 
or visit nnfhc.com. 

HEATHSVILLE—It started 
with what most considered a good 
idea. Two years ago Sen. Richard 
Stuart successfully introduced 
Senate Bill 378 authorizing the 
Virginia Soil and Water Conser-
vation Board to adopt regulations 
dealing with the treatment of 
stormwater.

The intent of the bill was to 
minimize the discharge of pollut-

KILMARNOCK—Public 
school buses will no longer 
drop children at the Boys and 
Girls Club or the YMCA as 
part of the after-school bus 
route. However, the Lancaster 
school board suggested alter-
native solutions to help the 
organizations.  

District superintendent Susan 
Sciabbarrasi on Monday reported 
the drop-off practice used during 
the prior school term will no 
longer work because of the dis-
trict’s switch to a 990-hour aca-
demic year that also will affect 
bus routes. Under the new system, 
buses will serve either a north or 
south bound route that will not 
accommodate the large number 

VIRGINIA BEACH—Ben 
Hunter pled guilty Monday 
to a felony charge of indecent 
liberties with a minor in a case 
involving a 14-year-old Lan-
caster Middle School student.

Related misdemeanor 
charges were nolle-prossed 
which would allow prosecutors 
to refile the case at a later date.

Circuit Court Judge Patricia 
West sentenced the 42-year-old 
former wrestling coach to five 
years in prison with all but six 
months suspended. 

According to senior assistant 
Commonwealth Attorney Scott 
Vachris, Hunter will serve the 
sentence concurrently with an 
identical sentence he received 
for a conviction on similar 
charges in Harrisonburg in 
July. Hunter has already served 
six months while awaiting trial. 
Both cases stem from Lancaster 
Middle School team wrestling 
trips in 2004.

Vachris said both the victim 
and his father were in the 
courtroom and agreed to the 
plea agreement. 

In July, a Lancaster Circuit 
Court judge found Hunter not 
guilty on 30 felony counts 
related to the same victim.

However, he was convicted 
of felony and misdemeanor 
failure to appear for skipping 
bail in 2005. He lived as a fugi-
tive until his capture in 2008. 
The Lancaster convictions 
carry a combined maximum 
sentence of six years. Sentenc-
ing is scheduled October 30.

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission will meet at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, August 25, at 2600 
Washington Avenue in Newport News. Habit permit applications 
are generally considered during the morning session and fishery 
items at noon.

Uncontested permit applications for projects over $50,000 and 
with staff recommendations are generally addressed in bulk. On 
the uncontested docket, the Beach Cove Villas Condominium 
Owners Association seeks authorization for a shoreline enhance-
ment project along the Rappahannock River at Windmill Point in 
Lancaster County.

The project calls for the construction of two 180-foot-long 
quarry stone breakwaters, an 80-foot-long quarry stone breakwa-
ter and a 50-foot-long stone spur. The project also would extend 
and armor two existing stone and concrete block groins, and 
replace 2,800 cubic yards of beach-quality sand.

Staff recommends approval with a royalty in the amount of 
$1,325 for the beach nourishment over 26,500 square feet chan-
nelward of mean low water on state-owned subaqueous bottom at 
a rate of $0.05 per square foot.

Among other items on the agenda, Dr. Bob Orth of the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science will present an annual update on the 
status of submerged aquatic vegetation.

Among public hearing topics are proposed regulation amend-
ments to:

• reinstate the two fish limit for the December recreational 
striped bass fishery.

• clarify commercial harvest reporting requirements.
• increase saltwater recreational fishing license fees for non-

residents.
• prohibit the purchase of a private boat license by any non-

resident whose boat is not registered in Virginia.

School system says no to ‘public transportation’
by Audrey Thomasson of kids being dropped off at the 

two organizations. 
“We also learned we must 

charge for use of school buses” 
for private use, she said, refer-
ring to state regulations. The 
superintendent noted state 
codes do not apply to individ-
ual students switching buses 
in order to be dropped off with 
a relative.

Sciabbarrasi estimated the 
monthly expenses associated 
with each bus was some $2,000 
and could be out of reach for 
the non-profit Boys and Girl’s 
Club. However, she suggested 
the district put two spare buses 
up for public auction which 
would give the organization 
an alternative solution. Under 
private use, insurance fees and 

driver standards would not be 
as high, she said. 

The YMCA already has a 
private bus, but in the final 
weeks of the last semes-
ter, executive director Mark 
Favazza asked the board to 
allow school buses to drop off 
students because of high fuel 
costs and difficult economic 
conditions putting a strain on 
the organization.

“The board has two choices: 
Do you want to be in the bus 
service business and charge 
for their use or do you want 
the Boys and Girls Club to run 
their own service?” Sciabbar-
rasi asked. 

Board members agreed to 
let the organizations make the 
choice.

“They’re doing great work,” 
noted member Don McCann. 
“But in changing our school 
year—it won’t work. We were 
not in compliance with state 
law in what we were doing. We 
don’t have a choice other than 
to auction off the bus or charge 
the clubs. We’re not running a 
public bus service.”

A representative of the Boys 
and Girls Club said there are 
328 children registered in the 
program, but the highest daily 
use in the last school term was 
114 students.

McCann suggested they 
pool their resources with the 
YMCA. His motion to put 
the spare buses up for auction 
was seconded by Ella Davis 
and passed 4-0, supported 
by Patrick McCranie and 
board chair Bill Smith. Vice 
chair Carl Failmezger did not 
attend.Proposed stormwater regulations

raise red flag for Northumberland
by Reid Pierce Armstrong

Hunter gets
six months
on indecent
liberties charge

by Audrey Thomasson

ants into state waters. 
Under the bill, any land dis-

turbance of greater than one acre 
would be required to meet the 
new stringent standards for con-
trolling localized flooding and 
runoff. Any disturbance activity 
greater than 2,500 square feet 
would require a stormwater man-
agement plan and permit.

Last Thursday, the Northum-
berland board of supervisors 
passed a resolution opposing the 
new standards. 

The board claims the new 
regulations will make home 
building much more costly for 
individuals. By some estimates, 
installing the required stormwa-
ter treatment systems could add 
upwards of $7,000 to the cost of 
new homes, said Northumber-
land county administrator Ken-
neth D. Eades. Some of the cost 
would be incurred because the 
homebuilder would have to hire 
engineers to design the systems. 

Calling the regulations an 
“unfunded mandate,” the board 
is asking that they not be adopted 
as proposed. The county would 
incur new costs to implement a 

long-term inspection and main-
tenance program, which will not 
be entirely covered by the permit 
fees, Eades said.

The board’s resolution also 
states that the new regulations set 
an unrealistic phosphorus stan-
dard of .28 pounds per acre per 
year for new development, which 
could greatly affect the design 
and development of new sites. 

Furthermore, the new regula-
tions promote urban sprawl by 
favoring larger, undeveloped 
lots since the proposed standards 
would be more easily achieved 
on larger parcels, the resolution 
states. 

Under the proposed regula-
tions, some localities would be 
required to administer the pro-
gram and collect fees, returning 
some 30 percent to the state. 
Others could opt-in or let the state 
administer the program directly.

“It’s coming, whether we like it 
or not,” Eades said. 

The new regulations are open 
for comments until August 21. 
They can be viewed at dcr.vir-
ginia.gov/lr2b.shtml. Comments 
may be entered there as well.

VMRC staff recommends approval 
of Windmill Point shoreline project
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Focal Point

Salute
The vessel Nina, owned by  Tom and Ellen Wheat of Reedville, passes the Smith Point 
Lighthouse.

Photo by Ann Bedford                                                                                                                                         

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Biddeford Pool, Maine. This past school 
year the Younger B.E. had an interesting 

writing assignment, namely, to describe some-
thing special to her. She chose Maine, the state 
which we visit every August to see my Good 
Wife’s aunt and cousins. She first came here 
when she was less than two and the magic of 
Maine caught her fancy. It never has abated.

This year’s trip included a pleasant surprise, 
when we encountered the “parking lot” on 
Interstate 495 around Boston, the self-pro-
claimed “hub of the universe.” We found an 
exit and a couple of nice drivers allowed us to 
pass over and off the highway. We wandered 
our way north along Massachusetts back roads, 
crossing into New Hampshire at Hudson, then 
to Salem and Exeter along N.H. Route 111. 
We stopped only for traffic lights, and soon 
were in Portsmouth, where the congestion had 
not yet developed. We decided that would be 
our route to and fro hereafter.

This is an unusual year up here. Rainfall 
has been far above normal and gardening has 
suffered. Lobster prices are down, happily for 
us, if not for the lobstermen, and we have par-
taken of the delicacy more often than usual.  

Mabel’s Lobster Claw in Kennebunkport 
remains our favorite dining spot, vying for 
supremacy with Fisherman’s Catch, a glassed 
in porch one-tenth of a mile off of U.S. 1 south 
of Kennebunk, overlooking a wide expanse of 
pristine marsh. The chef claims to make the 
best clam chowder in New 
England and I certainly will 
not argue that point with 
her. If any other chefs wish 
to challenge her claim, I’ll 
be happy to participate in 
the requisite taste tests. 

Buffleheads, named for 
the ducks, is a new dis-
covery here in Biddeford 
Pool, immediately beyond the University of 
New England. Their homemade strawberry-
blueberry shortcake is sublime, and comes 
resembling a mini-mountain. One serving 
was sufficient for the four of us, and that says 
something.

MacDougall-Gionet, in a barn behind a fine 
Federal Period house on Route 1, remains 
the finest antiques mall I ever have seen. The 
atmosphere and the wares connote the impres-

sion of being in a museum. Farther up the road 
in Kennebunk, Victorian Lighting is the great-
est assembly of period oil lamps and early 
electrical lighting anyone could find. It too is 
in a converted barn behind a Victorian house. 
Peggy Carboni, also on Route 1, has a collec-

tion which shocks the 
visitor upon entering 
her simple quarters. 
Each corner and vista 
is a treat.

We are staying in a 
typical New England 
summer cottage of 
1930: wood shingle, 
slate roof, stone foun-

dations and walls, spruce trees abounding. The 
purpose this year focused on the wedding of a 
cousin, performed against the stone wall with 
the Atlantic in the background. The time of the 
ceremony was late morning to avoid the noise 
of the lobstermen pulling their pots. A musi-
cian performed, but the nicest background 
sound was of the surf splashing against the 
hefty boulders.

In modern parlance the word “pool” has 

come almost universally to mean a manmade 
swimming entity, but here it goes back to the 
original meaning, precisely a large body of 
water separated from the Atlantic by a spit of 
land. The pool is vast, made and maintained by 
nature over the centuries. Humanity has crept 
into the scene with cottage housing along the 
spit, but even with the accoutrements of man-
kind, the pool remains pristine, and it lends its 
name, in the original meaning of the word, to 
the entire area.

My parents had brought me to the Maine 
coast and woods several times as I was grow-
ing up, having enjoyed coming here in their 
early-married days, but I owe my spouse 
and her relations the credit for the depth of 
my understanding and appreciation of this 
place. When I read the B.E.’s description in 
her school paper a few months ago, I real-
ized that the mystique had passed successfully 
to another generation. What more can I say? 
Viva Maine!

P.S. I am writing this piece from the public 
library in Kennebunk as we do not have inter-
net access at Biddeford Pool, simply another 
quality which warms my neo-Luddite heart.

Lobster prices are down, 
happily for us, if not for the 
lobstermen, and we have 
partaken of the delicacy 
more often than usual. 

Fiction or Fact 

by Robert Mason Jr. 

You know what makes Capt. 
Dave Hinson so mad he 

could eat a big, fat, juicy blood-
worm and swallow the hook 
and all?

It’s not just the fact the fish 
aren’t biting on the Rappahan-
nock River. No, it runs deeper 
than the Rappahannock.

It’s the fact the fishing fore-
casters keep saying how good 
the fishing is on the river, and 
he’s finding it ain’t so.

Take last Sunday. He loaded 
up with fuel, fishing poles, bait 
and provisions and he and the  
Mrs. headed out to Windmill 
Point Light because Capt. Billy 
Pipkin reported in last week’s 
Fishing Line that “the mouth of 
the Rappahannock River up to 
the bridge has been holding a 
mix of croaker, spot and small 
trout.”

“We caught nothing, nada,” 
said Capt. Dave. “If you’re 
looking for a mess of fish, 
you’d be better off, if the 
Rappahannock Record smelled 
the least bit fishy, to bread it 
and fry it up!”

The fish Capt. Billy spoke of 
at the mouth of the river were 
long gone. So Capt. Dave raised 
anchor and headed up to the 
mouth of Carter’s Creek.

“Off Carter’s Creek, I caught 
one of the best spot I’ve landed 
all season, but that was it. All of 
the others were tiny.

“I don’t care what they say, 
fish are scarce in that river,” said 
Capt. Dave.

He’s been fishing the Rappa-
hannock for more than 60 years. 
A natural-born riverneck, he 
takes his fishing seriously. 

There was a time in his 
younger days when he’d take 
a friend or two from “the city” 
out on the river. But as soon as 
the friends dropped a line over-
board, they’d want to go back 
to shore because they ran out of 
cigarettes or beer.

He got his fill of that non-
sense real quick and put a stop 
to it. Fishing ain’t a party.

It’s frustrating to say the least. 
You put all that money into fuel 
and bait and there’s very little, if 
any, return.

“You’d be better off taking 
that money and going to the 
Waldorf-Astoria and buying 
a cod fish dinner,” said Capt. 
Dave.

“You know what they say: 
‘All fishermen are liars except 
me and you, and I’m having my 
doubts about you.’ Well, that 
about sums it up,” he said.

“Fishing on the Rappahan-
nock is as bad now as I’ve ever 
seen if for food fish.”

Where have all the spot gone?
“The only way you will see a 

number one spot in this day and 
time is if you see it mounted and 
hanging on the wall,” said Capt. 
Dave.

Still, he hasn’t lost hope.
He has a shed full of fishing 

poles. He’s got 15 or 20 of them.
“They’ll never get worn 

out this season,” he said. 
“They don’t even jump up and 
down anymore, begging to be 
handled, when I walk into the 
shed.”

He’s frequenting yard sales, 
flea marts and retail stores, 
looking for more rods and 
reels.

“I’m looking for that magic 
fishing pole that will draw the 
fish to me when nothing else is 
working,” said Capt. Dave.

The legislature was called 
into a special session by 

Gov. Tim Kaine August 19 to 
deal with the complications 
that have arisen by the Supreme 
Court of the United States June 
25 opinion in Melendez-Diaz v. 
Massachusetts. 

Prior to that decision, pros-
ecutors could prosecute people 
for drug or drunk driving 
offenses based on a certificate 
of analysis entered into evi-
dence at the bottom of the doc-
ument attesting that a person’s 
blood alcohol level was above 
the legal limit, or that a sub-
stance was found to be mari-
juana or cocaine.

However, the Sixth Amend-

ment to the United States Con-
stitution guarantees a defendant 
the right “to be confronted with 
witnesses against him.” In the 
past many courts found scien-
tific analyses were not witnesses 
against him, even though many 
people believe that to be a dis-
ingenuous argument. In the end 
it means a defendant has a right 
to cross-examine the scientific 
expert.

The problem is there simply 
aren’t enough forensic experts 
employed by the state to testify 
at all such trials. That is why the 
state has used the certificates 
of analysis. We must come up 
with a way to accommodate the 
confrontation clause without 

overburdening the state. 
I have given this a great deal 

of thought and have talked with 
many prosecutors and have 
had that experience myself. 
The easiest way is to do this is 
through interactive video. The 
defense attorney can cross-
examine the scientific expert 
and the confrontation clause 
is not violated. I do not know, 
as I write, how this will work. 
While it is very troublesome, 
especially given the economic 
condition of the state, there is 
a reasonable way to resolve the 
issues without spending a great 
deal of money. I will let readers 
know the result of the special 
session.

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Richard Stuart 

(Reprints from the August 20, 1909 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Fish and Oyster Notes
A turtle of rare species, weighing 

1,000 pounds and estimated to be at 
least 1,000 years old, was towed into 
port by Steve Williams, an East San 
Pedro (Cal.) f isherman. The turtle is 
seven feet long and measures nine 
feet between the extremities of its 
front flippers.

Capt. Lewis Dize, of Crisfield, 
Md., while fishing in Tangier Sound 
on Saturday, caught a man-eating 
shark, which he had been troubled 
with for several days. It required the 
assistance of Capt. Dize’s two sons 
to land the monster, which measured 
over ten feet long and had a mouth 
large enough to cut a man in half 
at one bite. There are more of these 
sharks in the Chesapeake Bay this 
summer than ever known before, 
due no doubt to following the large 
schools of smaller f ish on which they 
feed.

Local f ishermen report that they 
have never seen such an abundance 
of fish and crabs in Carter’s Creek 
as at this season. There are literally 
more than are wanted, and of the 
finest quality. Women and children 

when wanting a mess of fish go to 
any of the boat landings or to the 
places where their small boats are 
moored and dip up fish in quantities. 
The same is said of soft crabs, of 
which there is a glut. Fishermen say 
that soft crabs are coming so close in 
shore that they are often left stranded 
at low tide, and picked up by strollers 
along the beach. It is thought this is 
caused by the fact that the fish being 
so abundant the crabs instinctively 
come in near shore to escape their 
natural enemies, and these fish are so 
gorged with food that they seem slug-
gish and are indifferent in escaping 
the nets, and so are dipped up with an 
ordinary crab net. One local f isher-
man states that he half f illed his skiff 
with fish and soft crabs with a dip 
net, the fish seemingly being slug-
gish and lazy, he thought from over-
feeding. Account for it as one may, 
the fact remains that just now and 
for some time past, Carter’s Creek is 
an ideal spot for the fishermen, and 
almost anyone who has the energy to 
cast a line overboard can make good 
catches. Fine spots are caught by 
boys from the steamboat wharf, and 
the guests at the hotel keep that large 
establishment well supplied with fish 
they catch mornings just for the sport. 

The old saying that every Virginia 
gentleman had two meat houses, one 
on land and the other in the water, 
is proving true, and of course every 
Virginian is a gentleman, at least so 
far as fishing goes.

Wharton Grove Camp Wharf
The old wharf at Wharton Grove 

Camp has been taken away and a new 
one, much larger, stronger and more 
complete in every way, has been 
built. Boats of any size can find good 
landing and passengers can be landed 
in greater numbers and faster. Mr. 
John Payne, the noted wharf builder, 
planned and constructed the wharf 
and will personally superintend its 
management.

Lancaster Road Movement
Mr. Appleton, member of the 

engineer corps of the State High-
way Commission, has completed the 
survey of the model road between 
Lancaster and Kilmarnock, and has 
gone to make similar surveys in sev-
eral counties around Fredericksburg. 
The supervisors of Lancaster hope to 
make arrangements by which work 
on the road will begin at an early day. 
The proposed road will follow the 
present one except at Norris Run, the 

Lancaster Roller Mills.

Irvington
O. H. Sherman of steamer Lan-

caster is spending a while here with 
his wife.

Mrs. Joe James is visiting relatives 
at Ottoman and Mollusk this week.

Welford Garner, of steamer Poto-
mac, is spending a few days at his 
parental home here.

Misses Pond and James, visitors at 
the parsonage, left yesterday for Nor-
folk and other sections on a trip.

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer George, of 
Weems, were visiting their daugh-
ters, the Mesdames Turlington, in 
Irvington Sunday.

Iberis
Capt. Geo. Meekins, with a crew 

of twenty-six men, put 280 cords of 
pulpwood on board a barge in East-
ern Branch (Corrotoman River) last 
week in less than four and one-half 
days.

Miss Annie Brown, after spending 
a week with her sister, Mrs. W. W. 
Pierce, at Urbanna, returned home 
Monday.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washing-
ton Museum and Library).

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

We compliment the outstand-
ing job performed by Thomas 
Gale during the recent funeral for 
L.P. Schools.

It was a very moving ceremony 
that will long be remembered by 
the people of this area and I feel 
that Thomas Gale and his staff 
at Currie Funeral Home deserve 
special recognition for their flaw-
less execution of the many details 
of the service.

We sometimes take for granted 
all of the behind-the-scenes effort 
that goes into such a wonderful 
ceremony.

Therefore, we thought it proper 
to acknowledge the caring way 
Mr. Gale carried out what had to 
have been a difficult task for him. 
It appeared that not a single detail 
was left to chance and it was 
indeed a fitting tribute to such a 
prominent community member. 
What a lovely way to honor a dear 
friend.

A tip of the hat to Thomas Gale 
and his staff.

Lester and Sue Brent,
Kilmarnock

Job well done

In the last two or three months I 
have, with great disappointment, 
noticed an alarming increase in 
prices for the things we all buy.

By that I mean most food-
stuffs, beverages, both soft 
drinks and alcoholic, meats, bird 
seeds, animal feeds, fruits and 
other produce, and so on.

I assume that these increases 
are the result of attempting to 
offset falling sales by raising 
prices, but this defies all good 
practice in marketing.  The 
object when sales fall is first to 
keep the customers you have and 
if possible to attract new ones, 
not to drive customers away with 
30 percent increases.

The concerns many of us 
expressed over the coming of a 
large, chain retailer can easily 
be turned into a self-fulfilling 
prophecy, if we are not cautious 
about navigating today’s eco-
nomic waters.

William Mayo,       
Heathsville

Steadily increasing
prices sound alarm

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

In May there was discussion of 
bringing detainees from Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, to the Marine 
Corps Base at Quantico or to the 
Naval Station at Norfolk.

The Washington Post recently 
reported the Federal District 
Courthouse in Newport News 
may be a site for detainee trials.

I am steadfastly opposed to 
placing terrorists held at Guan-
tanamo Bay into this community 
or anywhere else in Virginia.  

Using the Eastern District 
Courthouse for detainee trials 
would endanger constituents in 
an effort to execute an agenda 
most Americans do not support. 
Conducting and transferring ter-
rorists close to large civilian pop-
ulation centers raises concerns 
and questions of security and 
logistics. Without a detailed plan 
from the Administration, I do not 
believe the security and logistical 
concerns can be met.

Any terrorist trial also would 

disrupt the community.  While 
the federal courthouse is a secure 
installation, the surrounding 
buildings are not.

Northrop Grumman Shipyard 
is near the courthouse. I have 
concerns about trying the master-
mind of the September 11 attacks 
across the street from the design 
shops for our nuclear-powered 
submarines and aircraft carri-
ers, and next door to where they 
are built. Furthermore, multiple 
municipal buildings are in the 
area and many employees share 
the courthouse parking lot.

As the ranking member of the 
Oversight and Investigations Sub-
committee of the House Armed 
Services Committee, I have sent 
a letter to Attorney General Eric 
Holder asking questions regard-
ing the transport, detention and 
supervision of detainees to Fed-
eral Courts and the effects on fed-
eral and local authorities and the 
surrounding population.
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We Take 
Quality Consignment Items

(Antique furniture or Collectibles etc)

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery 
144 School St. (across from the School)

Kilmarnock VA 22482                                       
435-1207
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For papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,

Northumberland, Richmond,  
Westmoreland and Middlesex counties:
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Greenpoint Nursery
... an eclectic collection for 

aesthetic reflection.

462-0220

 ... we’re in lovely uptown Lively on Route 3
Tuesday-Saturday 11 - 5                 462-6260

                                            Interior Design

                                        Home Accessories

                  Home Furnishings

                                Gourmet Food & Gifts

the

A U C T I O N  T O N I G H T !
Thursday, August 20, 2009 @ 6 p.m.
124 Rappahannock Ave. • Downtown Urbanna

Preview Starts at 4 p.m. Sale Day
John Barber, Hummel, Stoneware Crocks, Collectibles, 

Old Quilts, Antiques, Furniture, Box Lots, More!

Bring a chair and a friend!      Food available.

Note: No auction next week, August 27, 2009
MATTHEW ELLIOTT VAAL#3760 • TERRY SMITH VAAL#3762 

758-0909 • 296-5752
For Pictures go to Auctionzip.com (Auctioneer #18047)

We accept cash, check, MC & Visa. 3% buyer’s premium waived if 
paying with cash or check. Announcements made the day of the 

sale take precedence over all others stated or printed.

YOUR LETTERS

 The recent ranting, raving, 
shouting, haranguing, shoving 
and jostling among usually tem-
perate Americans has me con-
cerned and confused.

 I’m concerned because  the 
issue of health care reform seems 
to have transformed us into  a 
people who cannot discuss our 
differences in an orderly, respect-
ful manner.

What has happened to the 
demeanor that used to accom-
pany public meetings and 
debates? Why do protesters with 
only rumors in their armament 
go to battle against knowledge-
able  elected government repre-
sentatives, hurling misinforma-
tion in round after round?

Today’s protesters at town 
meetings behave more like riot-
ing subjects of an evil  dictator 
than like citizens of a democracy 
with more than 200 successful 
years behind it.

And I’m saddened and con-
fused by a clear and steadfast 
refusal of people to help each 
other. We don’t hear many people 
objecting to the use of our tax 
dollars (or even a good many of 
our personal dollars) to maintain 
highways, clean the Bay, protect 
our crops, support grants to arts 
organizations, feed the hungry, 
and rescue animals. How can 
we  not see the validity of  spend-
ing  some of the country’s revenue 
—and, yes, even some of our per-
sonal dollars — to provide health 
care for people who cannot pay 
for it on their own?

  I hear people saying they 
cannot agree to help pay for an 
elder’s flu and pneumonia vaccine 
if it means giving up their insur-
ance-provided ability to choose 
among all the available doctors.  I 
do not know what has happened 
to our priorities, our humanity.

What can we say about a nation 
where more puppies than babies 
are vaccinated against deadly dis-
eases?

 Today the news reports tell me 
I can  say goodbye to my vision 
of America as a nation of caring 
individuals united in support of 
one another and of our country as 
a whole.

How did we ever come to this?
Barbara Shine,

Callao

Political climate
is disheartening

The problem: Healthcare 
is a major concern of a vast 
majority of Americans. Some 
advocates are touting universal 
health care as something new.

We already have universal 
health care albeit costly, inef-
fective, inefficient and incon-
sistent in quality or degree 
of availability. Hospitals are 
required to treat patients who 
cannot or will not pay.

The hospitals then charge 
the paying patients extra to 
cover the indigents. This is 
effectively a hidden tax.

The hospital treatment of 
indigents is supplemented by 
free clinics supported by chari-
ties. The budgets for the clinics 
are very close if not more than 
the cost of insurance for their 
patients.

In addition, doctors provide 
pro bono care and drug compa-
nies provide free samples and 
in some cases drugs for poor 
patients. Doctors are being 
sued for exorbitant amounts 
that result in high premiums 
for their liability insurance. 
These costs for the pro bono 
care, free drugs and insurance 
are again passed to the paying 
patient as a form of taxation.

In addition, Medicare and 
Medicaid fraud is costing mil-
lions if not billions of dollars, 
again paid for directly by tax 
revenue. The paying patients 
and taxpayers are being 
cheated.

The need: The country 
needs an affordable and effi-
cient means to provide health 
care to all citizens. The federal 
government cannot provide 
affordable and efficient care as 
shown by the Medicare, Med-
icaid debacle, the Post Office 
or Amtrack. Currently identi-
fied health care plans do not 
have the reforms necessary to 
be affordable or efficient and 
do not have acceptable pay-
ment plans.

Reforms: The best way to 
provide health care is to require 
everyone to carry a basic pri-
vate insurance for health, opti-
cal, dental and drug coverage. 
The required insurance would 
not necessarily cover optional 
surgery, transplants and other 
high cost procedures. Also 
nominal co-pay should be 
required to help preclude 
waste. Provisions should be 
made for people to opt out for 

Healthcare
considerations

reasons including religion, self 
insurance and others. Anyone 
opting out should be required 
to pay in advance for services 
and should not be entitled to 
care at any medical facility. 
Any service provided to those 
who opt out should be paid for 
from the profits of the provider 
and not transferred to paying 
patients.

Caregivers should be 
immune from lawsuits. This 
should cover anyone trying to 
help someone, including doc-
tors, nurses, hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, home care help, 
babysitters, police officers, 
etc. An arbitration panel could 
be empowered to provide ser-
vices up to lifetime care, but 
no damages should settle any 
disagreements.

All personnel of an organi-
zation should have the same 
benefits formula including 
health care. This includes the 
government where employees 
and elected officials have the 
same plan. The military and 
veterans should have their own 
plan.

Illegal aliens are here 
because the Federal Govern-
ment did not do  its job. There-
fore all costs for illegal aliens 
including health care should 
be billed directly to the Federal 
Government.

Migratory workers should 
work for a sponsoring com-
pany that pays the insurance 
premiums for the entire year, 
or in the case of legal aliens, 
until they leave the country.

Visiting aliens including stu-
dents should purchase insur-
ance for the duration of their 
stay.

Federal employees should 
audit compliance and watch 
for fraud, not manage the pro-
gram. The number of federal 
employees should be limited 
to 100 people not located in 
the Washington, D.C., or other 
congested area. Locations such 
as Danville, or Winston-Salem, 
N.C., would be ideal. State 
employees should be limited to 
one per county plus 10. Opera-
tional management should be 
provided at the county level 
and located therein. Cities 
should be prohibited from any  
participation in plan manage-
ment. Cities not currently part 
of a county need to become 
associated with an inclusive or 
adjacent county.

Cost: The cost of the pend-
ing plan is roughly estimated 
to be $1 trillion per year. This 
is based on a nominal policy 
cost of $300 per month per 
person with a population 
of 307,000,000. The above  
described reforms will reduce 
this cost, but quantification 
would only be a guess.

Payment: The plan should 
be funded by a 3 percent tax 
on income until the annual 
premium is paid. Employ-
ers should match these taxes 
for wages with self-employed 
people paying 4.5 percent. 
These taxes would be paid 
directly to the insurance com-
pany and shown as a tax credit 
on the federal tax return. The 
local governments who know 
the people and can verify the 
need should administer pre-
mium payments for indigents 
and supplement the premiums 
for lower income people. Retir-
ees should pay up to 3 percent 
and Social Security should pay 
matching funds.

Premiums for indigents and 
supplements for lower income 
people should be a fully funded 
mandate of the federal govern-
ment but local and state gov-
ernments should pay adminis-
trative costs.

A Social Security tax of 6 
percent should be imposed 
on all imports to overcome 
any disadvantage to domestic 
employers.

Amounts: The amount cur-
rently being spent on health 
care in conjunction with the 
premiums and co-pay  is more 
than adequate to fund basic 
health insurance including 
optical and dental for every-
one. Current information 
shows today’s costs include 
Federal Medicare $413 billion, 
Federal Medicaid $216 billion, 
state Medicaid $25 billion: 
Total $654 billion.

These programs would no 
longer be needed so their funds 
plus other savings such as 
elimination of unpaid hospital 
bills along with the individual 
premiums and co-pays should 
more than cover the trillion 
dollar cost. Lack of informa-
tion may result in cost discrep-
ancies, but  the numbers are 
believed to be close enough to 
support the concept.

Ray Burrell,
Irvington

Health care reform, now increasingly being referred to as 
“health insurance reform,” is in the forefront of all political 
debates, water cooler discussions and family and friends con-
versations.

The Independent Insurance Agents of Virginia, one of our 
Commonwealth’s oldest associations (founded in 1898), has 
been fighting for the rights of the citizens in Virginia for over 
100 years. Independent agents are uniquely positioned in the 
fact that they work on behalf of both the insurance companies 
and the insurance consumer. We are the folks that are in the 
trenches, unfortunately delivering continued health insurance 
rate increases to our clients 
and working diligently to 
find ways to reduce those 
rates through competition 
and coverage alternatives.

Let there be no doubt 
about it, the Independent Insurance Agents of Virginia sup-
port real and substantive reform and we are part of the solu-
tion, not part of the problem. Albeit, this administration would 
like to set up a health care exchange and eliminate insurance 
agents from the health care deliverer system. We are adamantly 
opposed to the current bills in both the House and Senate in 
their current form. We believe true health care reform must 
address the following:

• Tort reform. We support medical malpractice reform, which 
unfortunately is not in any of the proposals currently under 
consideration. Doctors can’t be accused of practicing defensive 
medicine if the issue of tort reform isn’t being addressed. True 
health care reform must include tort reform; without it, how 
can anyone take this reform seriously?

• We support coverage for all family dependents in a family 
plan until age 25, or until they get their own health coverage 
(this takes millions of young people off the uninsured rolls).

• We believe Congress should look at all of the state cover-
age mandates imposed on health plans, along with federal 
mandates - i.e. mental health coverage, alcohol rehab, drug 
rehab, etc. and look at a basic policy unencumbered by the 
mandates - a policy that is just major medical/physician cover-
age. This could reduce costs significantly for small businesses. 
In fact, what’s wrong with businesses selecting the coverage 
they want to provide and offering employees the opportunity to 
upgrade their coverage?

• We support full tax deductions for individuals and self 
employed/independent contractors for their health plan costs.

• We believe Congress should look at health vouchers for 
individuals below the poverty line. The federal poverty level 
should be increased when it relates to health care subsidies for 
the unemployed and low income earners.

• We support complete and full portability of insurance 
which would also include coverage for pre-existing conditions.

• We believe our government needs to take a look at existing 
problematic federal programs. For example, each year Medi-
care loses $60 billion due to fraud alone. Why don’t we address 
this identifiable problem before we create a new program?

• We also believe the low reimbursement rates of the Medi-
care and Medicaid programs to doctors and hospitals result in 
higher health care fees to everyone else.

Many of these common sense principals are not addressed 
in the current proposals. Instead we see a program for a gov-
ernment-run health insurance plan coupled with new taxes on 
small businesses to cover the cost - a new 5.4 percent surtax on 
successful small businesses would then force job losses.

We are adamantly opposed to a government-run health insur-
ance plan as it would inherently place the current market at a 
competitive disadvantage and ultimately drive private insurers 
out of the market over time and dismantle the employer-based 
health care system.

The federal government sets its own rules and there is noth-
ing fair or competitive about them - especially if setting up a 
government run plan doesn’t address the cost drivers in the first 
place. A government run plan, a.k.a. the “public plan,” should 
be required to operate under the same standards and rules as 
private health insurance companies in order to make the play-
ing field level.

A government plan should be required to:
• Raise capital to start the plan just as any business has to 

and not do it by raising taxes.
• Be subject to paying state premium taxes as the private 

insurers do. Presently total insurance premiums in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia account for almost $400 million with 
a substantial part of that dedicated to transportation. Will the 
government plan have to pay this tax too?

• Set aside financial reserves for future claims as the private 
insurers must do instead of having the ability to continue to tax 
the public or print more money in order to have stable reserves 
to offset losses.

• Purchase reinsurance as the private carriers do.
• Charge actuarially sound rates and reimburse doctors and 

hospitals at a reasonable rate so the private market doesn’t have 
to subsidize the public plan’s shortfalls.

We are in agreement with the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) regarding the shortfalls of Congressional projections 
of the costs associated with creating this massive program. 
The government could not even accurately project the money 
needed for the “Cash for Clunkers” plan. In fact, the plan that 
was projected to last for months, only lasted a few days before 
it went bankrupt and needed another infusion of taxpayer dol-
lars.

However, Virginia car dealers are still waiting for millions of 
dollars because the government has yet to reimburse them for 
the cash they are due. If the government cannot properly proj-
ect the costs associated with a short term program, how can 
they project the long-term costs associated with the complexi-
ties of health care?

Small businesses are struggling to make ends meet and 
we need true reform, not a government-run health insurance 
plan that would shift billions of dollars in costs to the private 
market, limit consumer choice, lower the quality of care and 
increase the taxpayer burden. We’ve also heard nothing about 
hospital charges and nothing about any of the transparency 
issues.

Next time you get an Explanation of Benefits from your 
health care provider, look at the hospital charges vs the doctor’s 
charges. At the end of the day, if we don’t address the medical 
/legal dilemma and contain the costs and duplications within 
health care, our rates will continue to go up and that ‘s what 
will make the proposed government plan ration care.

The House now has three committee versions of their health 
care plan and following the August recess, they will seek to 
reconcile these bills. The Senate HELP (Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions) Committee bill was passed out of com-
mittee on a party line vote. The Senate Finance Committee, 
thus far, is trying to come up with a bi-partisan bill. We wish 
the Senate Finance Committee well and implore our Senators 
to work together to address the true increasing costs of health 
care.

Small businesses and individuals across the Commonwealth 
and the country are begging for a true fix to this ever increas-
ing cost. A government-run health plan frankly isn’t the 
answer.

(Cruger S. Ragland Jr. is secretary-treasurer of Hubbard 
Insurance Agency in Kilmarnock and chairman of the Indepen-
dent Insurance Agents of Virginia. Robert N. Bradshaw Jr. is 
president and chief executive officer of the Independent Insur-
ance Agents of Virginia).

Independent Insurance Agents 
share view on health care reform
by Cruger S. Ragland Jr. and Robert N. Bradshaw Jr. 
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MAIN STREET GIFTS

Store Closing!

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!

30% - 50% OFF
Everything!

Open: Tuesday - Saturday  10-5
453 N. Main, Chesapeake Commons

Kilmarnock, Va.  435-2761

Friday August 28
at the

RICHMOND 
COUNTY FAIR

is Southern Soul Night 
featuring

Big G &
The Total 

Control Band

Entertainment begins at 6:00 p.m. with

4 His Glory

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
InsuranceAffordable health

care plans.
Affordable prices.

Call your local Authorized 
Anthem agent today to
learn more.

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town 
of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem 
Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee of the Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®Registered marks Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Association.

For more 
information 
please call:

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com

Kilmarnock Farmers Market
presents

Dog Days
Saturday, August 22 • 9am-1pm
bring your favorite canines

to the market to meet & greet their friends!

judging events begin @ 10am and will award prizes 
for categories including cutest dog, best trick & more!

Kilmarnock farmers market is located in a grassy fi eld on north main street. 
Vendors interested in participating can contact Brian mCardle @ 804.435.2182

Kate Gaskins Oliver
Individual and Small Business Services
Bookkeeping, Payroll, Tax Preparation

klgoliver@gmail.com
www.KateOliverCPA.com

804-695-4717 • Hartfield, Virginia

WARSAW— The Northern 
Neck Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District will coordinate fall 
waterways cleanup events on 
three different dates as part of 
the annual Virginia Waterways 
Cleanup organized by Clean 
Virginia Waterways (CVW) of 
Longwood University. 

“Volunteers are needed,” said 
education coordinator Faye 
Andrashko. “Please register 
to help with these important 
events.” 

Fall cleanups have been set 
in Lancaster September 12 
from 9 a.m. to noon at  Green-
vale Creek Public Landing 
and Windmill Point Beach; in 
Northumberland September 26 
from 9 a.m. to noon at Lodge 
Landing; and in Richmond 
County October 18 from 2 to 
5 p.m. at Jones Creek Land-
ing followed by Carter’s Wharf 
Public Landing.

The data collected from 
the cleanups are used by the 
Ocean Conservancy, Virginia 
State Parks, U.S. Coast Guard, 
National Park Service and hun-
dreds of  organizations to help 
track trends in litter, and to 
design litter-prevention efforts.

■ Awards banquet
The seventh annual Rural Vir-

ginia United Coalition (RVUC) 
recognition and awards banquet 
in partnership with the Middle 
Peninsula-Northern Neck Com-
munity Services Board preven-
tion Services Division will be 
held September 24 at 6 p.m. at 
the Church of the Nazarene in 
White Stone.  

The event is open to all 
RVUC members and commu-
nity members interested in col-
laborating with organizations 
promoting healthy behaviors 
in area youth. Registration is 
required at rvuc.com, or call 
1-888-7738-550.

McDonnell honored 
Del. Scott Lingamfelter hosted an event August 15 at his riverfront home near Kinsale to 
honor former Attorney General Bob McDonnell, the Republican candidate for Governor.  From 
left are Lingamfelter, First District State Central Committee representative Carol Dawson, 
Middlesex County Republican Committee chairman Lee Davis, Westmoreland County 
Republican Committee chairman retired Adm. Bob Fountain, McDonnell, Lancaster County 
Republican Committee chairman Joan Blackstone and Rep. Rob Wittman.

KILMARNOCK—“If it sounds too good 
to be true, it probably is. That’s the cen-
tral message that most experts try to convey 
when describing how to protect yourself from 
scams. Whether they are using an internet 
scam, investment scam, or the promise of easy 
money, many scam artists use the same script 
in an attempt to dupe their victims,” said EVB 
business development officer William Smith. 

“Anyone can be scammed. Scam artists are 
usually very convincing and very good at what 
they do. To protect yourself, you should always 
be fully informed before you make an invest-
ment or even a charitable donation,” he said.

Smith recommends researching charities, 
businesses and potential employers to make 
sure they are legitimate. If giving personal 
information like bank or credit card numbers 
to anyone, find out how the information will 
be used. If it doesn’t feel comfortable giving 
out personal information for any reason, then 
don’t do it, he said.

“When evaluating an investment, there are 
a few things you should look or listen for that 
may indicate a scam,” said Smith. “An offer 
may guarantee a very high return on your 
investment, or the scammer may say you have 
won a large lottery prize. Did you enter that 
particular lottery? Another sign to look for is 
that the person or company with a proposition 
may be in a foreign country where it’s harder 
to catch criminals.

“Ask yourself why the offer sounds so good. 
If an investment is offering abnormally high 
returns, especially if those returns are ‘guar-
anteed,’ be cautious. Many scams ask that you 
wire money to them, or ask you to cash a check 
that seems legitimate. This is a very common 
scam. The con artist will try to gain a victim’s 
trust by sending them a check to deposit, then 

will ask the victim to return some of it. The 
check will bounce, and the victim will have 
lost the money he sent back,” said Smith.

Many people may not discover that they 
are being scammed until a check bounces, he 
said. Scammers may target certain geographi-
cal areas and customers will be alerted when 
banks notice suspicious activities in their ser-
vice areas.

“When banks become aware of scams, we 
can become involved with the local media and 
help educate the public about what’s happen-
ing,” Smith said. 

There are resources that can help one research 
scams masquerading as opportunities. 

“First, try typing the name of the company 
into Google,” suggests Smith. “You may find 
negative feedback, or you may find no infor-
mation at all. Both can be warnings. If you get 
a call supposedly from a bank or credit card 
company, find the company’s phone number 
and call them directly to see if they were the 
ones who actually contacted you.”

If someone is offering a job opportunity or 
a business service, check with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau (BBB) to see if the company is 
listed with them or has any complaints filed 
against it. One can also contact the Federal 
Trade Commission to see if it has taken any 
enforcement action against the company.

Report scams immediately to local law 
enforcement, the BBB, the bank, and all orga-
nizations that may be relevant.

“At EVB, we’re very conscious of our cus-
tomers’ privacy,” Smith said. “We will never 
call a client and ask for personal information. 
We remind people to always report fraud. You 
can avoid most scams if you verify the identity 
of those with whom you share information and 
be cautious of any offer that sounds unclear.”

Community banker shares
tips to avoid being scammed

Kids! Show off your art 
skills. Draw a picture of 

a your favorite teacher for our 
September 3 Back to School 
issue. If we print it, you’ll win 
a $25 gift certificate to CVS.

The pictures should be drawn 
in crayon or marker on an 8x11 
sheet of white paper. Entries on 
larger paper cannot be scanned 
and will be disqualified. You 
must be between the ages of 4 
and 10 to enter.

Mail your drawing to P.O. 
Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482, or drop it through our 
mail slot at 27 N. Main Street. 

All entries must include your 
first and last name, age, village 
and phone number in pencil on 
the back of the drawing. Please 
also tell us your school’s name 
and the name of the teacher 
you drew.

The deadline for entries is 
August 25. All submissions 
become the property of the 
Rappahannock Record. Win-
ners will be notified and should 
be available for a photo shoot 
August 31 or September 1. 

Student art
contest entries
due August 25

Waterways
cleanup dates
set for counties
of Lancaster,
Richmond and
Northumberland

NEWS BREAK

Planning is under way for annual regatta
The Hospice Turkey Shoot Regatta committee members, from left, are  Lenore Foster, 
Frances Langford, Carol Charbeneau, Allan Young, chairman Jim Charbeneau, Linda Meneghini, 
Karen Knull, Jane Scates, John McConnico and Charlie Costello.  Other members are Robin 
White, Brooks Zerkel, Bill Trezenka, David Raffetto, Carole Jean McConnico and Ellen Dugan.  
The regatta, set for October 9, 10 and 11, is a primary fund-raising event for local hospices.  
Additional information on the event can be found at hospiceturkeyshootregatta.com.

Whether it’s supporting 
locally grown food or offering 
its members special discounts 
on everything from snow tires 
to baseball games, Virginia 
Farm Bureau has earned a 
reputation of contributing to 
the quality of life in commu-
nities across the Common-
wealth. The advantages of 
being a Virginia Farm Bureau 
member grow even further 
through a special promotion 
during the month of August.

Farm Bureau members 
can get two free tickets for a 
minor league baseball game, 
good for any day in August. 
The clubs participating in 
the promotion include Salem 
Red Sox, Bristol White Sox, 
Lynchburg Hillcats, Potomac 
Nationals, Danville Braves, 
Norfolk Tides and Pulaski 
Mariners.

Tickets can be picked up 
at any participating Vir-
ginia Minor League box 
office. Proof of membership 
is required, or a copy of any 
Farm Bureau Insurance Base-
ball Month advertisement.

August is 
Farm Bureau 
Insurance 
baseball month

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.com

GOT THE  I T C H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com

Back to School 

sale
auguSt 24th - 31St

The  Jeanery
40 Irvington Rd. Kilmarnock

804-435-7053  

Jeans
$12.99
and up

Purchase $50 or more and
receive a FREE white tee 

Graphic
Tees
$5.99

and up

Striped 
Polos

2 for $25

     Two Brand New with tags

      Wedding  Gowns
• Oleg Cassini
• size 20w
• Satin, beaded    
      overlay
        $250

• David’s Bridal
• size 20w
• Satin, beading 
• Veil
          $300

St. Mary’s Thrift Shop
Fairport Rd., Reedville • 453-4830




