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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
A night at the carnival
Join reporter Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi for a night at 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department’s 74th 
annual Firemen’s Festival at RRecord.com.

Thursday,  August 13, 2009  
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Gull’s eye view
Garnett Fisher of Kilmarnock caught this view of the 74th annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Firemen’s 
Festival on a fly-over Saturday, August 1. The carnival concluded Saturday, August 8, following a successful eight-
night run, said fireman Bill Mitchell. One night was rained out and a couple others were threatened by rain or 
clouds, he said. Initial planning is already under way for the festival’s 75th anniversary production next year.  More 
coverage,including the grand prize winner, appears on page A6. A slideshow with carnival shots by Lisa Hinton-
Valdrighi is featured at RRecord. com.

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office will take on a new look with 
a newly designed shoulder patch.

The design was an idea that surfaced with the future construction of 
the new courthouse.

Sheriff Ronald D. Crockett wanted to commemorate the existing 
courthouse and its history. A picture was taken of the courthouse and 
then given to Lancaster High School art teacher Shauna McCranie 
who had her class draw the future patch for a graded exercise.

Foreign exchange student Pavida Songthumjitti from Bangkok, 
Thailand, produced the winning design. Crockett was grateful to Lan-
caster High School, McCranie and her class for participating in the 
new design, he said.

From left are school resource officer Jimmy Smith, Pavida 
Songthumjitti, Shauna McCranie and investigator Ronald Hudson.

Students help design
sheriff ’s shoulder patch

WHITE STONE—Following a brief 
executive session at the close of Thurs-
day’s meeting. the town council unani-
mously named Patrick G. Frere of 
White Stone part-time town manager, 
effective September 1.

Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard Jr. said the 
town is pleased to have Frere coming 
onboard. He will replace Garey Conrad 
who resigned in July.

Frere received a bachelor’s from 
James Madison University, majoring in 
political science and psychology, and a 
master’s in urban and regional planning 
from Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity, concentrating in environmental 
and land use planning.

In 1993, he was  employed as a trans-
portation planner with the Northern 

LANCASTER—The jobless rate 
in Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties dropped between February 
and June, according to data recently 
released by the Virginia Employment 
Commission (VEC).     

In Lancaster County, unemploy-
ment for June 2009 was at 8.7 per-
cent, down from May’s 9.9 percent 
and a seasonal high in February of 
14.3 percent. Northumberland County 
unemployment registered 7.9 percent 
in June, down from May’s 8.7 percent 
and a February high of 13.8 percent. 

The area jobless rate is higher than 
the state’s seasonally unadjusted rate 
of 7.3 percent for June, up 0.2 percent 
from the previous month. However, 
the local rate beats the U.S. seasonally 
unadjusted unemployment rate of 9.7 
percent for the same period. 

According to state chief economist 
William F. Mezger, Virginia’s rising 
jobless rate in June reflected an influx 
of students and graduates into the 
summer job market along with the 
closure of many Chrysler and General 
Motors dealer franchises. 

While Lancaster came in dead last 
for the Northern Neck and Middle 

LANCASTER—In cooperation with 
the Northern Neck Planning District 
Commission, Lancaster, Northumber-
land, Richmond and Westmoreland 
counties are seeking $19 million in fed-
eral stimulus money to bring broadband 
communications to the region.

The four counties will submit appli-
cations for the first round of broadband 
money to provide high-speed internet 
service to the region. If the applications 
are accepted, contracts will be awarded 
by November and the system will be in 
place within a year or two, according 
to commission executive director Jerry 
Davis.

“Fortunately, we’ve been involved 
for a couple of years so we’re posi-
tioned well to put in a strong applica-

Repeating previous seasonal
trends, unemployment drops
for Lancaster, Northumberland

by Audrey Thomasson Peninsula, county administrator Bill 
Pennell said he was delighted to see 
Lancaster joblessness on the decline 
and below the national average. 
Because of the seasonal nature of local 
jobs, he said unemployment bumps up 
during the months of December, Janu-
ary and February.

“Lancaster County has a history 
of having very, very high unemploy-
ment…some of the highest in Vir-
ginia. But that has changed in the last 
five to seven years,” Pennell said.

He attributed some of the change 
to the number of working-age people 
leaving the county to find jobs else-
where, making the county home to an 
older population compared to much of 
the rest of the nation.

“According to the U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Lancaster is the third 
‘oldest’ county in the nation, behind a 
county in Arizona and one in Florida,” 
he said. 

Northumberland County adminis-
trator Kenny Eades said the decline 
in unemployment is “great news” and 
credited the improvement mainly to 
seasonal work in the fishing industry.

“We’ve always been among the 
highest (unemployment percentage) in 

Counties collaborate to bring broadband here
by Audrey Thomasson

tion,” Davis said.
Government stimulus money is 

awarded to projects that are ready to go 
and do not duplicate or overbuild, he 
added.

 Working with cable provider Met-
rocast, Davis said the plan is to provide 
an “open access system” using existing 
fiber optic cables and adding additional 
lines as the backbone of the system. The 
system’s “last mile” to individual cus-
tomers will be supplied by local internet 
service providers either by bouncing 
from transmission towers or through 
fiber optic cable. He noted the system 
will have the ability to serve even the 

most remote wooded areas and low-
lying waterfront communities. 

“An ‘open access system’ will provide 
high speed service to more customers at 
a lower cost, open up competition, and 
get companies to invest in that last mile 
to some little pocket,” Davis said.

Furthermore, it will not be subjected 
to all the tariffs customers are charged 
by telephone companies, he added.

Lancaster County administrator Bill 
Pennell called the plan “a good business 
opportunity for area internet service 
providers to offer high speed internet to 
their customers.”

“This may be the only shot for the 

Northern Neck to get fiber optics in our 
lifetime,” said Northumberland County 
administrator Kenny Eades.

An assessment study released by the 
commission showed that residents and 
businesses have computers and internet 
access, but the region lags far behind the 
nation in high-speed access. 

The national effort is also lacking, 
according to a report published by the 
World Telecommunications Indicators 
Database. It states that from 2002 to 2005 
the United States “fell from 11th to16th 
in the world in terms of the percentage 
of residents with broadband subscrip-
tions, ranking behind such countries 

as Japan, Korea, Sweden, Canada and 
Switzerland.”

Several studies, including one by the 
duPont Fund, stress the importance of 
broadband networks for critical infra-
structure and economic development, 
comparing the impact to the life-chang-
ing technology of electrical power. It was 
the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 that 
brought electric power to the Northern 
Neck. 

Unlike relatively slow, dial-up con-
nections, broadband allows for much 
larger and faster transfers of informa-
tion, interactive Web-based programs, 
graphics and videos.

The counties will hold public hear-
ings in September to form a Northern 
Neck Broadband Authority to facilitate 
the deployment of high-speed internet 
and communications services.

‘This may be the only shot for the Northern Neck to get fiber optics in our lifetime.’
—Northumberland county administrator Kenny Eades

HEATHSVILLE—Have you 
noticed lately that while there may 
be a torrential rainstorm in Kilmar-
nock one afternoon, Weems won’t 
see a drop? There could be thunder-
storms in Burgess and be sunny at 
the same time in Heathsville? 

Corn crops in the area are show-
ing the results of such spotty 
weather, said extension agent Matt 
Lewis. The lower ends of both Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster coun-
ties are seeing some great corn this 
year while elsewhere in the North-
ern Neck, corn is suffering from the 
drought-like conditions that per-
vaded through July, Lewis said. 

In addition, the downburst storm 
in Lancaster last month damaged 
nearly 700 acres of corn, Lewis 
said. 

The end result: It’s just business 
as usual, Lewis said. Corn prices at the market aren’t all 
that great, he added. Corn is currently selling at the eleva-
tors for around $3.40 per bushel, compared to about $5.50 

in August of last year, according to 
statistics from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. So the return on the 
investment isn’t likely to be very 
high, even for folks who had good 
crops, Lewis said. 

Two Heathsville farmers are 
trying something a little bit dif-
ferent this year. Billy Dawson has 
planted nearly 100 acres in food-
grade corn. 

“It’s an experiment,” he said. He 
plans to send the corn to a company 
in Manassas to use in tortilla chips. 
So far, things look good. The ker-
nels have set all the way down the 
ear, he noted, pulling back a husk, 
which is exactly what a farmer 
wants to see. 

Down the road, Christopher 
Barnes is growing several types of 
corn for his Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) project. He’s 

already harvested all the organic sweet corn and is distrib-
uting it to customers this week. The corn remaining in the 
family fields will be sold as feed this winter, he said.

Local corn harvest may be spotty

Billy Dawson of Heathsville inspects 
experimental food-grade corn, which he 
said is doing well with the rain this year. 
View more photos at RRecord.com.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong

White Stone council appoints Frere as town manager
by Robert Mason, Jr. Neck Planning District Commission, 

where he was responsible for initiating 
the commission’s rural transportation 
planning program. In 1994, he was 
hired as Lancaster County’s environ-
mental planner, and was responsible 
for updating the county’s comprehen-
sive land use plan.

In 1997, he was named acting direc-
tor and later director of the Lancaster 
County Planning and Land Use Office. 
He acted as advisor to supervisors on 
land-use issues, was the staff coordi-
nator for the planning commission, 
and was the county subdivision agent, 
zoning administrator, and erosion and 
sediment control administrator.

He previously served as part-time 
White Stone town manager from 
1999 to 2003. From 2000 to 2005 
he served on the Lancaster County 

Board of Supervisors.
In 2001, he entered into a partner-

ship with Kenneth Beatley, operating 
as Delmarva Septic Solutions Inc. 

Frere indicated he will continue to be 
involved with Delmarva Septic Solu-
tions as well as serve in the position of 
assistant for special projects with Bay 
Aging.

“I really look forward to coming 
back to the town of White Stone to 
work,” said Frere. “I thank the mayor 
and council for choosing me for the 
position.”

Among his priorities, he will be 
looking for grant funding to help ease 
daily operations as well as funding and 
programs to support the town’s exist-
ing businesses, and to build or improve 
the town’s water and wastewater infra-
structure, said Frere.

Other action
Following a public hearing, council 

readopted the town’s Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Ordinance consistent with 
related state codes and guidelines.

Council authorized town clerk C. 
Lynn Haddon to shop for a new copy 
machine lease, and return to council 
with her findings.

Council also authorized building 
and external environment commit-

tee chair Randy Reeves to hire Owen 
Shultz for maintenance and repair work 
around the town office, not to exceed 
$500. He will also erect shelving and 
related improvements to the recently 
completed police car garage and other 
external work, not to exceed a contin-
gency fund balance of some $6,000.

Public safety and patrol chair Scott 
Hudson reported the town has received 

GRANTS, continued on page A2

UNEMPLOYMENT, continued on page A2
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Thank You Iris Treakle
Hudson-Blunt Insurance

Your “Be Of Service” attitude helped us get hospitalization 
insurance when I was ready to give up.

Sincerely Appreciative,
Tom Harvey

August 7-19, 2010
Cruise the Mediterranean 

on Holland America’s newest ship 
the Nieuw Amsterdam.
Spain, Monaco, Italy,

Greece & Croatia.
Early Promotion Prices

Must be booked by December 30, 2009

Mediterranean Tapestry

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Let us help you choose.

Call your local Authorized Anthem 
agent today tolearn more.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the 
town of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of An-
them Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 
®Registered marks Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA 

The right health plan 
at the right price?

A Rhasody at the River Thank You
I wish to thank the Graham Brothers David
and Phillip, for gifting the Steamboat Era
Museum their time and talent in preparing
and performing an extraordinary concert.
They are truly remarkable young men in
their talent, charm, and beneficence.

Thank you to the Graham family for
enriching our lives.

Thank you to the Irvington Baptist church
for sharing their perfect venue.

Thank you to all the volunteers from the
museum for the endless hours ensuring a
memorable event.

Thank you to the Board of Directors of the
Steamboat Era Museum for acknowledging
the value of the museum and its mission by
offering a $12,000.00 matching grant.

And a special thank you to all of you who
acknowledged the value of the Steamboat Era
Museum to this community by showing your
overwhelming support.

I warmly thank you all. 
                                Terri Thaxton
                                          Executive Director, Steamboat Era Museum

the state” because there are not 
many businesses in the area, 
he said. At the same time, he 
noted the lack of manufactur-
ing business is also the reason 
the jobless rate had not shot up 
here in recent months.

State economists reported 
they did not expect the num-
bers to change much for July.

a $1,000 grant from Walmart. 
The money will be added to the 
police services budget, he said.

Although the town did not 
receive funding in the current 
round of COPS funding, the 
grant application will remain 
eligible for the next round, 
added Hudson.

Police Chief William Webb 
reported the police department 
received grant funds total-
ing $6,500 from the Virginia 
Department of Motor Vehicles. 
The money will be used to pur-
chase a digital in-car camera 
and to assist with personnel 
costs for enforcement activities, 
said Webb.

Grants
continued from page A1

Unemployment
continued from page A1

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett brought 
misdemeanor charges against 
three individuals last week.

 A Thomas Landing Road 
man, 33, was charged August 
3 with using profane/threaten-
ing language over the public 
airway.

A Cedar Point Road man, 27, 
was charged August 3 with two 
counts of probation violation.

A Jesse Dupont Memo-
rial Highway woman, 38, was 
charged August 4 with assault 
and battery.  

Activity report
August 3: The sheriff ’s staff 

responded to an E911 discon-
nect call on Nuttsville Road (no 
emergency services needed), to 
a shots fired call on Windmill 
Point Road (target shooting), 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a child 
custody dispute on Harris Road 
and to Taylors Creek Road on 
a complaint of a downed utility 
line (cable television) interfer-
ing with traffic. Staff received 
a report of the theft/loss of 
a woman’s wallet (incident 
occurred at a Lively area con-
venience store) and received a 
walk-in complaint of a domes-
tic-related incident on Thomas 
Landing Road. 

August 4:  Staff notified 
Northumberland authorities 
of a reported single-vehicle 
accident in Wicomico Church. 
Staff responded to a fight call 
on Twin Branch Road, to a 
domestic disturbance (broth-
ers involved) on Twin Branch 
Road, to a trespass complaint 
on Woods Drive, with KPD to a 
disturbance call (patient acting 
out) at Bridges, and to a shots 
fired complaint on Greenvale 
Road. 

August 5:  Staff responded 
with KPD to a suspicious per-
sons complaint on Bluff Point 
Road, to a trespass complaint 
at a White Stone convenience 
store, to the local emergency 
room on a report of an assault 
victim seeking medical treat-
ment, to Landsend East on a 
check fraud complaint (incident 
occurred in Fairfax County), 

The Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office is seeking your 
help on locating the weapon 
used in the March 22 robbery 
at the Callao Stop In.

The weapon is a shotgun. 
The suspect threw the weapon 
into the woods near the Callao 
Apartments. The investigation 
revealed that children may have 
found the weapon and took it 
back to the Callao Apartments. 

 Report related information 
to Crime Solvers at 580-8477.

Crime Solvers pays cash 
rewards up to $1,000 for infor-
mation that leads to an arrest. 
Callers remain anonymous and 
are not required to testify in 
court.

POLICE REPORTS
with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a traffic accident on 
Weems Road, with KPD to a 
mental health emergency at the 
local hospital, and to a com-
plaint of vandalism to a vehicle 
on Devils Bottom Road. Staff 
received a walk-in complaint 
of assault by threat.

August 6:  Staff received a 
report of the theft of tags from 
a parked vehicle in the Alfonso 
area. Staff responded to an 
assault by threat complaint on 
Haydon Lane, with KPD to 
a fight call in the local emer-
gency room and to a suspicious 
noise complaint on Chases 
Cove Lane. 

August 7:  Staff responded 
with KPD to search for a 
mental patient missing from 
the hospital, to a mental health 
emergency on Lara Road, with 
KPD to a hit and run accident 
on North Main Street, and to 
a suspicious person complaint 
in the 4500 block of Irvington 
Road. Staff received a walk-
in complaint of an assault and 
battery that occurred at the Kil-
marnock carnival.

August 8:  Staff responded 
to an open fire in the area of 
Meadowview Lane, to a noise 
violation complaint on Chest-
nut Grove Lane, with Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) 
to a medical emergency (acci-
dental overdose) on Morattico 
Road, and to an E911 discon-
nect call on Pinckardsville 
Road (no emergency services 
needed) and notified Northum-
berland authorities of a single-
vehicle accident on Bluff Point 
Road.

August 9:  Staff responded 
to a fight call on Devils Bottom 
Road, to the Ottoman area to 
meet with an assault complain-
ant, to an assault and battery 
incident on Emerald Lane, to 
a trespass complaint on Beach 
Road, and to a trespass com-
plaint on Merry Point Road. 
Staff investigated an abandoned 
vehicle in the 12000 block of 
Mary Ball Road and requested 
assistance from Northumber-
land authorities to respond to 
a shots fired call on Chestnut 
Grove Lane when units were 
tied up on an assault call. 

The sheriff ’s office also con-
ducted 15 traffic stops, issued 
three summonses, assisted six 
motorists, reported four deer 
strikes, performed traffic con-
trol once, investigated five 
building alarms, processed 
one mental health order, trans-
ported one inmate and pursued 
two calls for animal service.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volun-

teer Fire Department (KVFD) 
responded to a vehicle fire on 
Harris Drive, a traffic accident 
on Weems Road, a power meter 
fire on Weems Road, a power 
line fire on Apple Grove Road 
and with the White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department to a 
smoke report/possible structure 
fire on Irvington Road.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a brush fire on Devils Bottom 
Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
brought charges against eight 
individuals last week. 

Felonies
Dexter Sutton, 21, of Lan-

NORTHUMBERLAND

CRIME
SOLVERS

COUNTY

caster was charged August 3 
with malicious wounding.

Denise Michelle Baxter, 
36, of Montross was charged 
August 4 with three felony 
counts of writing bad checks 
totaling $503.08 to a Callao 
area business.

David Clark, 34, of Reed-
ville was charged August 5 
with a Circuit Court probation 
violation.

Susan Rose Elswick, 40, of 
Newark, Ohio, was charged 
August 8 with possession of a 
controlled substance as well as 
misdemeanor counts of driv-
ing while intoxicated, refusal 
of blood or breath test, driving 
while license is suspended and 
falsely identifying herself to 
law enforcement.

Misdemeanors
A Lottsburg man, 58, was 

charged August 6 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Heathsville man, 45, was 
charged August 8 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Lottsburg man, 56, was 
charged August 9 with assault 
and battery of a family member 
and appearing intoxicated in 
public.

A Lottsburg man, 43, was 
charged August 9 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

Not guilty
Sheriff Wilkins reported that 

Irving B. Lewis of Lottsburg, 
who was charged April 3 with 
failure to appear, was subse-
quently found not guilty.

White Stone Police Chief 
William Webb reported 
the town police department 
(WSPD) made 51 traffic stops 
in July, issued 22 traffic sum-
monses and eight town cita-
tions, and responded to 11 calls 
for service.

Activity report
July 7: WSPD responded to 

a water main leak near Wilson 
Trucking. Aqua was notified 
and repairs were made that 
day.

July 10: WSPD assisted with 
traffic control at a two-vehicle 
accident near Mary Ball and 
Old Ferry roads. The WSPD 
also responded to a possible 
DUI call and charged the driver 
with DUI, reckless driving and 
refusal to take a blood or breath 
test.

July 13: WSPD responded 
to an abandoned vehicle near 
Mary Ball and Old Salem 
roads. The owner was advised 
to move the vehicle.

July 17: WSPD responded 
to a burglary alarm on Rappa-
hannock Drive. Premises were 
found secure and the alarm was 
reset.

July 20: WSPD responded 
to check on the welfare of an 
elderly man at 35 Rappahan-
nock Landing after the man 
had made several calls to the 

county sheriff ’s office regard-
ing a possible larceny. Upon 
arrival it was learned a dispute 
over money had contributed to 
the calls. WSPD advised the 
gentleman to resolve his prob-
lems.

July 22: WSPD investi-
gated an identity fraud on First 
Avenue in White Stone, where 
the victim’s debit card number 
had been used to make an 
online purchase. 

July 28: WSPD assisted Lan-
caster sheriff ’s deputies with a 
domestic assault complaint on 
High Bank Road. No signs of 
physical abuse were observed 
and the parties were separated 
for the evening.

July 29: WSPD responded 
to a disturbance in the Shelton 
Lane area. Nothing was discov-
ered upon arrival; however, it 
was suspected threatening lan-
guage and noise had come from 
a Mary Ball Road residence.

July 29: WSPD was dis-
patched to be on the look-
out for a driver coming from 
Windmill Point to White Stone 
with a small child inside with 
restraints. The driver was not 
seen.

July 30: WSPD notified KPD 
to be on the lookout for a reck-
less driver.

435-1701 .... this number will get you places!

The annual Women of Grace 
bridge and mahjong luncheon 
is planned for September 29 at 
11:30 a.m. at Grace House at 
303 South Main Street in Kil-
marnock.  

Send a check for $20 per 
person made payable to WOG 
to Ms. Billie Barnes, 11 British 
Landing Drive, White Stone, 
VA 22578; or call Barnes at 
435-0435.

Annual bridge
and mahjong
luncheon set
September 29
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Greenpoint Nursery
... an eclectic collection for 

aesthetic reflection.

462-0220

 ... we’re in lovely uptown Lively on Route 3
Tuesday-Saturday 11 - 5                 462-6260

                                            Interior Design

                                        Home Accessories

                  Home Furnishings

                                Gourmet Food & Gifts

the

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

CAPT. FAUNCE SEAFOOD, INC.

Crabs • Oysters • Shrimp 
Crabmeat • Fish •Scallops 
Crabcakes and Much More!

804-493-8690
2811 Cople Hwy., Montross

2 LOCATIONS to serve you BETTER!

804-333-3935
 123 Maple St. Unit 3, Warsaw

Cockrell’s Creek
Seafood & Deli

• STEAMED CRABS • CRAB CAKES

• SEAFOOD SALADS • LUNCHEON PLATES

• ENTREES

– Eat in or Take Out–
Come by Land or Water • 453-6326

Fleeton Rd • Reedville

Present this ad for $2 off on entree  &  $4 off steamed crabs.

Northern Neck 
Seafood Restaurant

804-333-3636
Mediterranean Grill

Open 7 Days For Dining 10-9
Credit & EBT Cards Accepted

Between Tappahannock & Warsaw Red Hill on Rt. 360 Hwy

Fresh and Frozen
Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5pm
14515 Northumberland Highway 

Burgess, VA

Crabs • Crabmeat • Shrimp • Fish • Clams 
Soft Crabs • Crab Cakes • Oysters

LITTLE RIVER 
SEAFOOD

Cap’n Red’s Seafood

Hard Crabs, Shrimp, Fish, 
Soft Crabs, Oysters, 

Lobster & More!
804-435-9070

Rt 3 N. 130 Christopher Dr.
(behind Car Wash Cafe)

Kilmarnock

Fresh Seafood, Bison, Homemade 
Deli Foods & Desserts

804-435-3530
Tues.-Fri. 10-5:30, Sat. 10-4

Chesapeake Commons Shopping 
Center • Kilmarnock, Virginia

Cap’n Tom’s Seafood
“Quality Without Question” 

Steamed Crabs, Crab Meat, Soft Shell Crabs,
Crab Cakes, Shrimp, Lobster, Sugar Toads, Clams, 

Oysters, Fish, Scallops & Lots More!
Open 7 days a week • 804-462-5507

60 Woods Rd “Bertrand” • Lancaster, VA

PLACE YOUR 
SEAFOOD AD 

HERE!
CALL 804-435-1701

EXT. 11

The RICHMOND COUNTY FAIR
Presents

** Gospel Night **
Wednesday, August 26, 2009

♦  H.I.M.

♦  Churchyard Grass
_______________________________

** Bluegrass Night **
Thursday, August 27, 2009

♦  Easy Street

Also on Thursday night:
♦  GWB 4-H Heritage Club presents

An Authentic Colonial Play;

♦  A Costumed Critter Parade; and

♦  An Apple Cake Auction
to benefit the Richmond County Fair 

Scholarship Program!

Entertainment begins 6:00 p.m. both nights

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

American Legion

rr
re

pe
at

Doors open at 6 p.m. • Play starts 7 p.m.
Waverly Ave., Kilmarnock

1/2 mile past fairgrounds on the right.

BRING THIS AD AND SAVE A $BUCK

WIN UP TO $1000.
Come out and support your veterans!

Wallet Running Low?

Jean’s Bargain Center
is the Place to Go!

Now Open 6 Days a week

Our Summer Sale is Here.
Come take a peek
804-580-2850

Rt. 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board will 
hold a workshop on emergency 
policy and procedures prior to 
the regular monthly meeting 
Monday, August 17. The one-
hour workshop will begin at 
5:30 p.m. in the media room 
at Lancaster Middle School in 
Kilmarnock.

At 6:30 p.m., the regu-
lar meeting will begin with 
the first reading of proposed 
policy changes followed by the 
superintendent’s reports on the 
state’s annual performance for 
special education students and 
Rappahannock Community 

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight (August 13) in the town 
office at 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

Among new business, coun-
cil will hear a request from 
residents to change the name 
of Cottage Drive, off Reynolds 
Landing, to avoid confusion 
with Cottage Lane. 

KILMARNOCK—The town 
council will conduct a public 
hearing during its regular August 
meeting. Council will meet at 
7 p.m. Monday, August 17, in 
the town hall at 514 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock.

The hearing will address the 
town’s Chesapeake Bay Preserva-
tion Overlay Ordinance for con-
formity with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation’s Compliance Evaluation.

LANCASTER—On Thurs-
day, August 20, the Lancaster 
planning commission will 
hold public hearings on pro-
posed changes in the commer-
cial zoning districts and text 
amendments to accommodate 
windmills. The meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. at the court-
house.

As part of the commission’s 
plan to update county ordi-
nances, members have pro-
posed minor changes to com-
mercial zoning districts C-1 
and C-2 to better define permit-
ted uses and protect residential 
areas.

Planners also propose an 
amendment to Article 1 of the 
zoning ordinance to define 
small windmills. The proposed 
change would specify their use 
as an alternative energy source 
for homeowners and require a 
special exception permit.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of super-
visors meets at 5 p.m. Thursday, 
August 13, at the courts build-
ing.

On the agenda are reports from 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation residency administra-
tor Sean Trapani, superintendent 
of schools Clint Stables, for-
ester Rich Steensma, Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum director 
Katrina Lawrimore and county 
administrator Kenny Eades.

After breaking for dinner, the 
board will reconvene at 7 p.m. 
for public hearings on allowing 
golf carts in White Sands Harbor 
and rezoning the old Texaco ser-
vice station parcel in Reedville 
from residential waterfront to 
business.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland  planning com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing at 7 p.m. Thursday, August 
20, to consider a proposed 
amendment to the county’s 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Area Ordinance.

The amendment would 
require any proposed remod-
eling, alteration, and/or addi-
tions on non-conforming lots 
or parcels within the seaward 
50-foot Resource Protection 
Area (RPA) to be reviewed by 
the board of supervisors.

Similar changes on non-con-
forming lots or parcels within 
the landward 50-foot RPA 
would continue to be reviewed 
administratively.

The proposed amendment 
may be viewed in the building 
and zoning office at the county 
courthouse in Heathsville, or at 
co.northumberland.va.us. Writ-
ten comment must be received 
by the office of building and 
zoning prior to the commission 
meeting.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
August 17, in the school board 
office on Northumberland 
Highway in Lottsburg. 

Board members will review 
progress on the final punchlist 
at the new school. Superinten-
dent Clint Stables will provide 
a report on the opening of the 
2009-10 school year.

Staff will present the sched-
ule for opening ceremonies at 
the new school, set for 2 p.m. 
August 29. The board also will 
discuss plans for a memorial to 
the former middle school/Cen-
tral High School. 

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

August 13, 14, & 15

30% off
all sterling silver jewelry

10% off
all diamond bridal jewelry

15% off
all other jewelry & giftware

Super 
SizzlIn’ 

Summer Sale

To a 
great 
catch:

Happy 
50th 

my Don!
Love, 

your great catch, 
Terry

and all 
the Elbourn girls

The Agenda
Local Government News

College’s regional educational 
consortium. A closed session is 
tentatively scheduled to discuss 
contracts. 

A U C T I O N  T O N I G H T !
Thursday, August 13, 2009 @ 6 p.m.
124 Rappahannock Ave. • Downtown Urbanna

Preview Starts at 4 p.m. Sale Day
John Barber, Franklin Saye, Stoneware Crocks, 

Victorian China, Karastan Rug, Over 300 Lots!

Bring a chair and a friend!      Food available.

Always accepting quality consignments

MATTHEW ELLIOTT VAAL#3760 • TERRY SMITH VAAL#3762 
758-0909 • 296-5752

For Pictures go to Auctionzip.com (Auctioneer #18047)
We accept cash, check, MC & Visa. 3% buyer’s premium waived if 
paying with cash or check. Announcements made the day of the 

sale take precedence over all others stated or printed.

Here’s Where To Buy Local
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Focal Point

Here comes the sun...flowers
Giant sunflowers wave to passersby along Dodlyt Road just off Northumberland Highway 
in Heathsville. 

Photo by J.T. DeGaetani,12

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

 Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

In the early 1970s, Route 200 was a two-lane 
road between Kilmarnock and White Stone. 

The present southbound side of the road was 
original, and the northbound was added about 
10 years later. Those were the days before 
VDOT switched the designations of Routes 3 
and 200, thus what is now 200 used to be 3, 
and vice versa.  

As the road leaves Kilmarnock, at the point 
where it begins to dip, on the right is a neat bun-
galow on a rise with a Gone-With-The-Wind-
style lamp in the window. Immediately next to 
it is the site of a long-gone old building, which 
was one of the hottest spots in the Northern 
Neck on Friday and Saturday evenings.  

The bungalow was the home of Cora and 
Wilbur Hilliard, and the building next door 
was their auction house. Each week Wilbur 
traveled to Pennsylvania, acquiring antiques 
and other pieces to sell. To his quarry would 
be added items from local folks who wanted to 
“downsize,” a term which did not exist in the 
lexicon of those days.

The road was congested most of the time, 
but when Cora and Wilbur were having an auc-
tion, the cars and trucks would be parked up 
and down for what seemed to be as far as one 
could see. Neither of them was an auctioneer, 

thus they engaged one to conduct the auctions, 
which they never seemed to have trouble doing. 
They also learned as they went. Cora always 
was reading up on furniture, glass, china, and 
whatever else they were selling.

The building was not in the best of shape, 
and lacked some of the amenities one would 
find in similar ventures in 
the city, but no one seemed 
to mind, as the conviviality 
of the evenings put every-
one at ease. Cora was both 
manager and hostess, greet-
ing the customers with her 
broad smile, while Wilbur 
was handling the moving 
in and out of the items. 
The structure was not that 
large, but always was crowded. There were no 
rest rooms and no air conditioning.

Some weeks the theme would be architec-
tural, depending on what Wilbur had found 
on his trip. We have three doors in our home 
which did not sell at one of their sales, and 
which Cora sold us individually much later. 
Most times, the merchandise consisted of good 
antique furniture and reproductions, as well as 
some affordable modern things. As a result, 

the audience was a cross section of humanity, 
from collectors looking for great antiques to 
younger people trying to furnish a first home, 
to builders out to get good material at reason-
able prices. Everyone mixed together, and had 
a wonderful time.

During the week Cora would open the build-
ing as a shop, and sell 
what she could prior 
to the forthcoming 
weekend sale. Today, 
35 years later, a survey 
of many homes in 
this area would reveal 
prized antiques from 
the sales of Cora and 
Wilbur Hilliard, as well 
as structural items such 

as our doors. Their efforts continued for quite 
a few years, then they closed. The building 
gradually fell into greater disrepair and about 
25 years ago it was demolished, being pushed 
down and back into the woods. The vacant lot 
is all that remains of the once-hopping spot 
where the Northern Neck’s antique collectors 
regularly gathered.

Cora’s bungalow on the little hill next door, 
with the lamp in the window, is still there. 

Wilbur died some years ago and she stayed 
in the house, working at other jobs, but never 
going back into antiques. Occasionally I would 
meet her at the grocery store and we would 
reminisce about the good old days. I told her 
that I opened and shut her doors every day, as 
well as using other things that had come from 
her auctions. She had one of the most remark-
able memories of anyone I ever knew. She 
could recall every single thing she sold, how 
much she had paid for it, as well as the selling 
price. Once she learned something, she never 
forgot it.

Two weeks ago Cora died in Kilmarnock. 
She had lived here most of her adult life, 
although originally she was from Edenton, 
N.C. She raised her family here and became 
such a member of the community that most 
people never knew that she was a Come Here. 
Her passing evokes many memories of simpler 
times, not that long ago, when major roads 
were still two-lane, when an evening out cost 
nothing but the price of what one purchased, 
and when two industrious individuals could 
provide a service to the community that was 
both profitable and fun.

Cora Fleming Carter Hilliard, February 5, 
1929 – July 23, 2009.  R.I.P.

The vacant lot is all that 
remains of the once-hop-
ping spot where the North-
ern Neck’s antique collectors 
regularly gathered.

Fiction or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

I recently acquired a new cell 
phone.
Along with the “upgrade” 

came more minutes for more 
money. I didn’t want or 
need more minutes. I had no 
choice. Take it,  leave it, or 
switch to a different carrier 
that may or may not service 
the region as well as the pre-
dominate one.

So I went with the cheap-
est, most basic phone and 
program I could. It’s only a 
phone.

I even told them to block 
the texting. I don’t text, so I 
can’t see paying for incoming 
texts. Phones are meant for 
talking.

Phones were invented to 
send and receive audible com-
munication. If you want to 
write, send a a letter by the 
U.S. Postal System, or email.

Otherwise, call me. Leave 
a message if I’m not avail-
able to take your call. I might 
return it.

I get plenty of messages 
on the land line at the office. 
Some I return. Here’s a tip. 
If you leave me a message 
at work or on the cell phone, 
please speak slowly, clearly 
and articulately, especially 
when you get to leaving your 
phone number. For some 
reason, people speed talk 
when leaving me a message.

Slow down. Give me your 
first and last name, your 
phone number and why you 
called. Be brief. Repeat your 
name and number. For you 
school teachers, Mr., Mrs. and 
Miss are not first names.

Speaking of phones, here 
are some more pointers. If 
you have received a call from 
someone whose number you 
don’t recognize, don’t return 
the call unless they’ve left a 
message asking you to call 
back. They may have reached 
you in error. It may be a 
direct sales call. It may be a 
scam.

If you are talking with 
someone and the call is dis-
connected, the person who 
originated the call should be 
the one to redial.

When you go to a movie, 
concert, church, restaurants, 
meeting, doctor, on public 
transportation or other gather-
ings where a phone conversa-
tion may be disruptive, rude 
or irritating, turn your phone 
off, or at least put the ringer 
on vibrate. Let the message 
system kick in; that’s why 
you’ve got it.

If you must take a call in 
the company of others, excuse 
yourself, answer the call as 
you leave the group and ask 
the caller to hold until you 
find an appropriate place to 
talk.

Remember, nobody wants 
to hear you conduct a one-
sided conversation.  Keep it 
quiet, keep it brief. Don’t get 
all emotional, or personal. 
Arrange to call the person 
back when it is more appro-
priate to talk. No phone sex in 
public.

Avoid using your cell phone 
while driving. If you get 
an important call, pull over 
before answering it.

Hear that rock ‘n roll? It’s 
my new phone. I’ve got to go.

Wait for my call.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the August 13, 1909, issue of the 

Virginia Citizen)

Big Day In Essex
Essex County is making preparations to honor 

her Confederate soldiers, living and dead, by erect-
ing a superb granite monument to their memory 
at Tappahannock. The monument is 27 feet high, 
surmounted by the figure of a Confederate soldier, 
and inscribed with the names of 900 of the dead 
and living heroes of Essex in bronze. The monu-
ment will be unveiled on August 25, and Senator 
Daniel, Gov. Swanson, Col. Robert E. Lee and 
Gov. Noel, of Mississippi, will deliver addresses. 
Gov. Noel’s father and grandfather were both born 
in Essex.

In addition to the brilliant oratory, band music, 
military salutes, baseball, etc., the Lancaster 
Confederate Choir of uniformed ladies will sing 
the old stirring war songs. A feature will be that 
every Confederate present will fall in line and fire 
a salute when the veil is withdrawn. Veterans are 
requested to bring guns.

A cordial welcome to everyone.

Marvin Grove Camp
Without question the season at old Marvin grove 

which closed on Monday morning last was one of 
the most successful and enjoyable in many, many 
years. The conversions did not reach quite a hun-
dred, but the spiritual ardor which filled everybody 
must tell wonderfully in the great numbers of com-
munities represented during the meeting. Truly this 
pioneer camp is on the upgrade. Nearly all of the 
hundred cottages were occupied during the entire 
ten days, and although the first Sunday and some 
of the week days were damp there was no lack 
of congregations. The attendance on last Sunday 
was estimated to be about four thousand. Perfect 
order, such as has not been so strikingly noticeable 
before, prevailed throughout the entire meeting. 
For this Presiding-elder Gayle deserves the credit. 
He surely understands running a camp meeting 
and how to handle crowds—and that, too, without 
giving offense. Revs. Christian and Peters made 

a splendid yoke, preaching powerful sermons in 
diversified manner.

Taken altogether, as intimated at the outset, the 
preaching, order, attendance and high class of visi-
tors and tenters could hardly be excelled.

More young people attended than has been 
seen for years. While there were about two beauti-
ful girls for every Romeo, the latter measured up 
pretty well this year in numbers and cleverness. 
Irvington, Reedville and Urbanna vied with one 
another in the number of attractiveness of lassies, 
while there was a good sprinkling of beautiful 
young ladies from throughout the Neck.

Millenbeck
Mrs. Geo. E. Lewis visited her parental home at 

Saluda last week.
Little Hilda Jett, of this place, is spending some 

time with her grandmother.
W. H. Warren has completed his new cannery 

and is now ready for the tomatoes which are ripen-
ing up.

Mrs. Smith, of Salisbury, Md., is visiting her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Mills, near Ottoman.

Weems
Rev. H. L. Walton, for several years pastor of the 

Presbyterian church here, is visiting friends at this 
place.

Dr. W. M. Kirk, of White Stone, was here Tues-
day looking after some business at Wharton Grove.

Henry Benson has been quite sick the past sev-
eral days.

A number of people from this place attended 
Marvin Grove Camp last Saturday and Sunday.

Irvington
F. A. Gunby spent Monday in Norfolk on busi-

ness.
Miss Ruth Willing is visiting friends in Ports-

mouth this week.
Commissioner Lee is looking  after the James 

River survey this week.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 

the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Last week the Virginia Employment 
Commission released its June unem-
ployment numbers showing that the per-
centage of those out of work had reached 
7.3 percent  statewide and 7.4 percent in 
Hampton Roads.

Last Friday, the U.S. Department of 
Labor announced  247,000 more Ameri-
cans lost their jobs in July.

Before leaving D.C. to spend August 
in the district, I had lunch with a small-
business owner who is also a constituent. 
He echoed many of the same thoughts 
I have heard through my travels from 
Fredericksburg to Yorktown: “Where are 
the jobs?”

Folks I’ve spoken to are anxious, con-

cerned and frustrated with what’s going 
on in Washington. Massive amounts of 
spending over the past few months have 
done a great deal for the growth of debt, 
but small businesses and citizens are not 
seeing jobs.

What many in Washington these days 
don’t realize is that it is small-business 
owners and entrepreneurs who will put 
Americans back to work. I have co-
sponsored two bills which would grow 
jobs and address our increasing debt 
burden.

The Economic Recovery and Middle-
Class Tax Relief Act of 2009  would 
amend the tax code to reduce individual 
and corporate income tax rates, repeal 

the alternative minimum tax for individ-
ual taxpayers and do away with limits on 
tax deductions allowed on the assets of 
small businesses.

It would also increase the tax deduc-
tions for tuition and related expenses on 
qualified education loans to reduce the 
debt obligations of those young folks just 
out of school who are looking for jobs.

The Securing America’s Future 
Economy (SAFE) Commission Act 
would create a bipartisan commission to 
develop legislation to restore balance to 
federal spending and debt.

The commission would provide legis-
lation to Congress to fix the unsustain-
able budget deficit, create opportunities 

to increase net national savings to pro-
vide for domestic investment and eco-
nomic growth, examine the implications 
of foreign ownership of our national 
debt, and make revisions to the budget 
process to place greater emphasis on 
long-term fiscal health.

The same entrepreneurial spirit and 
ingenuity of Americans that has pulled 
us through countless trials and tribula-
tions is what will see us through once 
more. 

By no means are these two pieces of 
legislation a silver bullet to fix our prob-
lems, but they are the kick start we des-
perately need to ensure future prosperity 
and job growth.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

Think about it: you could be 
a property owner with a plan 
today and be an angry neigh-
bor of another property owner 
with a conflicting plan tomor-
row.

This is my view on the work 
under way by the Northum-
berland planning commission 
to review and recommend 
changes in the zoning ordi-
nances passed in 1974. I have 
followed the zoning issues 
brought before the commis-
sion and the board of supervi-
sors for the past 12 years and 
am familiar with the current 
ordinances and changes under 
consideration. I provided input 
during the development of the 
last two comprehensive plans.

Why is revision of the coun-
ty’s zoning ordinances neces-
sary?

In June 2006, following 
many hours of staff work, work 
sessions and public hearings, 
the commission presented a 
revised comprehensive plan 
to the board of supervisors. 
The board approved the plan 
by 5-0 vote. The plan contains 
many pages of statistics, study 
results, a state-required land 
use plan, and, most important, 
the vision and policies for the 
county as it continues to grow 
and diversify. 

The next step is to update 
the zoning ordinances that 
contain the force of law. Last 
year, the supervisors directed 
the commission to review the 
zoning ordinances to see if 
changes are necessary to bring 
them into compliance with 
the plan and the needs of the 
citizens. The commission is 
in the process of conducting a 
review in accordance with an 
approved schedule. Two work 
sessions and two public hear-
ings have been held. All have 
been advertised and open to 
the public.

How do we know that the 
zoning ordinance changes that 
are being proposed will best 
meet our needs and those of 
our friends and neighbors?

The supervisors are our 
elected representatives and 
will be the final authority 
for these changes. From the 
sparse attendance at work ses-
sions and public hearings, it 
appears the majority of citi-
zens would prefer to let the 
five supervisors make the final 
decisions without benefit of 
citizen input. 

Those who feel citizens’ 
views are important and 
would like to be part of the 

It’s time to
get involved

zoning review and express 
their ideas need to read mate-
rials posted on the county web 
page, or in the research sec-
tion of the Northumberland 
Public Library. 

They also need to let the 
staff and commission know 
their positions on the issues 
by sending them letters or 
e-mails and by attending  work 
sessions and public hearings. 
Public comments have been 
allowed at the ends of the 
work sessions. These zoning 
hearings and sessions are nor-
mally held the third Thursday 
of each month.

The hearing topics are 
posted among public notices 
in the Rappahannock Record. 
One can also call the zoning 
office, or visit the county 
website for hearings and work 
sessions. Now is the time to 
become involved. Do not wait. 
We will live with the changes 
that are incorporated for a 
long time before this opportu-
nity comes up again.

 The zoning office is in 
the basement of the court-
house. The phone number is 
580-8910. The county web-
site is co.northumberland.
va.us and the zoning office 
e-mail address is ltadlock@
co.northumberland.va.us.

Mike Harwood, 
Wicomico Church

We have, once again, expe-
rienced the helping, neigh-
borly attitude of people who 
live in the Northern Neck.

On my way to Kilmarnock 
at 7 a.m. Saturday, I had a 
flat tire - the first one I’ve 
ever had in over 50 years of 
driving.

Black Stump Road is 
narrow and winding, and I 
was very close to one of those 
curves. While my husband 
was in the car ahead of me, 
the two of us were having a 
difficult time getting the tire 
changed.

A man we didn’t know 
stopped and offered to help. 
With minimal help from us, 
he had the tire changed in no 
time at all. While that was 
happening, a pickup truck 
came by and also offered to 
help - another man we didn’t 
know. 

Once the tire was changed, 
we learned that our good 
Samaritan was John Grogg, 
who turned out to be a neigh-
bor we had not met.    

Linda and Charlie Price,
Weems

The kindness
of neighbors
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Narrated Leisurely Cruise
• Enjoy Fresh Seafood at the Restaurants

by Ewell Harbor • Bayside Inn Sightseeing
• See the Smith Island Museum

• Visit the Gift Shops • Rent a Golf Cart
Try the world’s best crabcake & 

Smith Island Classic Cake!
(10 layer chocolate cake & 
other fl avors available too!)

Stay in one of our rustic shaded 
waterfront sites, in an air-condi-
tioned Camping Cabin or Lodge. 

Enjoy our swimming pool, crabbing 
pier, mini golf and canoe rentals.

Delicious Southern BBQ events. 
Big outdoor movie screen on 

Saturday nights.

SMITH ISLAND
& Chesapeake Bay 

Cruises
Reedville, VA 22529

(804) 453-3430
www.cruisetosmithisland.com

www.ChesapeakeBayCampResort.com

DAY CRUISE FROM REEDVILLE
Ewell Village on Smith Island

Departs 10:00 am - Returns 3:45 pm
$25.00 For Adults

1/2 Price for Children 12 & Under
Reservations Required

ReArrangements
Room makeovers.

Your things.
Your space.

Post Office Box 733
Irvington, Virginia 22480

Design Services
at Brocante Home

on Friday afternoons.

www.RearrangementsRedecorate.com
804.436.3169

ANN CARPENTER

Wednesday-Saturday: 10-4
Sunday: 11-3

or by Chance or Appointment

Furniture - Accessories - Gifts

In the Village of Irvington
4323 Irvington Road
Irvington, VA 22480

Phone:

804.438.6404
www.brocante-home.com

Design Services by ReArrangements 
Friday Afternoons

Join us for Monthly Decorating 
Classes-see website for details

French Style
& Vintage

Charm

Brocante
    Home

 
Jean’s

Bargain
Center

Summer Sale
Open Mon. thru Sat.

804-580-2850
Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

Secondhand Rose
Thrift, Antiques & Consignment

New Junk Daily
Wed to Sat  10-4
804-580-2084

1428 Hull Neck Rd. (Old Edwardsville Store)

Great Stuff & Co.
Antiques, Gifts, Pottery 

Linens & Arrangement Design
804-313-7796

Hours: Thurs.-Sat. 10 am-3 pm
6904 Northumberland Hwy

Heathsville, Virginia

BURGESS HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

HOURS: MON. - SAT. 10:30-5 PM

Burgess, VA  (804) 453-5900

Furniture, Home Decor, Nautical Items,
 Jewelry and Collectables.
Old, New and In-between!

LOOK FOR THE BIG CHAIR!

Summer Sale
Bring this ad in for Extra 10% off

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-3 • Sun. 1-5
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

Buzzie’s Place
gift shop

All Occasion Gifts upstairs 
Thrifty Buys downstairs

804-580-2228
Thurs.-Sat. 10-5

6934 Northumberland Highway
right in the middle of Heathsville

Fine Things
Pin Ball & Juke Box Sale

Antiques, Furniture & Gifts
Historical Prints, Documents

At the “LIGHT” in Callao
804-529-5478   www.callaofi nethings.com

Specialty Shops
Antiques & Treasures

 Kids’ Closet
    Children’s
         Consignment
              & Maternity

Mon-Sat 10:00-5:00
Wicomico Church, VA • 804-580-8818

Material Girl
Quilt Shop
(804) 453-6003

Tues. - Sat. 10-5

16658 Northumberland Hwy 
Reedville, VA

The Clay Bakery
A Paint Your Own Pottery Studio

  Warsaw, VA

 Phone: 804-313-BAKE (2253)
 Email: theclaybakery@aol.com
 Website: www.theclaybakery.com

C&M Consignment
Clothing (Ladies, Men & Children), 
Furniture, Jewelry, Shoes, Purses, 
Linens, Accessories & Much More

You Bring It...We Sell It!
Tues.-Sat.  11 to 6 • 804-580-4163

7072 Northumberland Hwy.
Heathsville, VA

                                        

  

           
“Like New” Children’s & M aternity Consignment

Clip Ad & Bring For 10% Off 
Next Purchase  (Expires 7/31/09)

Hours:  M-F 10:00-5:00, Sat 10:00-2:00
Burgess, VA 453-3115

www.t-towntack.com
Tappahannock, va • 804-443-4614

T-Town Tack

Bring this ad in for 15 % off Storewide
(Excludes Vera Bradley)

25% off Select Yankee Candles
1251 Tappahannock Blvd.

MURPHY
SEED SERVICE, INC.

Shrubs & Perennials 50% off
Come Check Out Our 
Gift & Garden Section

804-472-2755 • Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-1
Rt. 202  • Mt. Holly, VA

Lilian Lumber 
Home Center

New Gift Items Arriving Daily
Don’t Forget Our Seniors 

Discount-10% OFF Every Wednesday

Summer Sale 20 to 75% Off

Back to School Sale !!
Newborn - Children’s Size 14

Hours: M-F 10:00-5:00, Sat. 10:00-2:00 
Burgess, VA                              804- 453-3115

“Like New” Children’s Clothing & Maternity Consignment

5445 Richmond Rd., Warsaw, VA  •  804-333-6600

Sale Sale Sale
All Summer Merchandise

25% to 80% off
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Women’s Boutique

End Of Summer 
Blues Sale

Bring Ad in for X-tra 10% off
 Sale Items

804-453-9453  •  Burgess, VA

Ergoline state 
of the art 

tanning beds. 
4 levels of 

tanning.
Skin Certifi ed.

Tappahannock Town Center
1388G Tappahannock Blvd.

Tappahannock, VA • 804-445-8182

Digital vs. analog
When I was 17 or so I remem-

ber getting into a new car with a 
friend and driving from Irving-
ton to White Stone.  I was easily 
impressed and particularly by 
the LCD speedometer which 
showed the car’s actual speed in 
digits.

When I got home, I told my 
dad about how “cool” the car 
was and how these new speed-
ometers were the thing of the 
future.  My dad replied, matter 
of factly, that they would never 
really catch on.

“Analog,” he said, “is almost 
always preferable to digital.”

I had no idea what he was 
saying. He explained.

In conveying information, the 
human brain can process analog 
information (visualize the rotary 
dial) much more easily than dig-
ital (straight numeric printout).  
Digital may be more precise, but 
analog is easier understood at a 
glance, particularly when spot-
ting trends or large quantities of 
data.

Ever seen a weather map with 
burgundy, red and yellow for 
the intensity of storms?  This 
is a great analog representation 
of digital information.  In this 
case, the wind speed or rainfall 
is digitally precise, but the visual 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

lion that was already cut from the 
budget during the last session.

These fi gures are the digital 
representation of the Common-
wealth’s revenues, and while 
these numbers are precise, they 
don’t refl ect the trends the way 
an analog representation in graph 
form does. The Secretary of 
Finance recognized this and was 
able to produce a graph showing 
each month’s growth percentage 
against the year to date growth 
rate. 

The precise fi gures (digital) 
give the same information, but 
the graph (analog) visualizes the 
growing downward trend.

Just as you know that three to 
four inches of rain with winds 35 
to 40 mph are conditions repre-
sentative of a heavy storm, it’s 
not until you see the red band 
of storms moving towards your 
county on a weather map that 
you truly feel the need to batten 
down the hatches. 

It’s the same for those of us 
who are decision makers and 
constantly provided with com-
plex data in digital format.  Until 
that information is translated into 
analog representation, the larger 
trends are easily missed and the 
big picture isn’t truly felt. 

You can visit my website at 
albertpollard.com and click on 

the link “Virginia’s Economic 
and Fiscal Climate July 15, 
2009” to see Virginia’s revenue 
numbers as presented by Finance 
Secretary Rick Brown. It is a 
pretty bleak analog representa-

tion of Virginia’s most recent 
fi nances, almost enough to wish 
you had stuck with the digital 
representation in this column.

I was speaking recently with 
the friend who owned the car 

with the digital speedometer. I 
mentioned this column and he 
said, “You might want to men-
tion that was the last digital 
speedometer I ever owned.  I’ve 
gone back to dials.”

representation on a weather map 
is more easily processed by our 
brains to see where and how hard 
a storm is hitting the area.

But it’s not perfect.  Ever been 
in the car listening to the weather 
report and the announcer tells 
you he’s looking on his computer 
at the weather map and it’s show-
ing rain  at one to two inches all 
across the area, but you are driv-
ing through your town and there 
is a torrential downpour?  Thus, 
analog’s visual representation of 
data has a major drawback. It is 
not precise. 

There are times, however, when 
we don’t need precision. We only 
need to see the larger trends.

Virginia is in a fi nancial storm.  
General Fund revenues for Fiscal 
Year 2009, which ended June 30, 
are anticipated to be $14.6 billion 
dollars, down from last year’s 
revenues of $15.7 billion dollars. 
The projected decline that was 
forecast for FY09 was a fall of 
7.3 percent, but the year-to-date 
fi gure for May 2009 is already 
down 9.3 percent.  It is estimated 
that in order to reach the pro-
jected 7.3 percent  decline, June 
revenues have to come in at a 
10.2 percent increase.  Overall, 
it’s anticipated that FY2009 will 
end with a $300 million revenue 
shortfall on top of the $2.9 bil-

YOUR LETTERS

Last Friday was a day of cel-
ebrations at the Rappahannock 
Art League’s (RAL) Studio 
Gallery on Main Street in Kil-
marnock.

The Studio Gallery has been 
having monthly receptions on 
fi rst Fridays in conjunction with 
Steptoes Walkabouts. This day 
the gallery featured a special 
exhibit by students of the late 
artist and teacher, Jane Stouffer. 
The exhibit room was offi cially 
named the Jane Stouffer Wil-
liams Exhibit Room in honor 
of Jane’s more than 30 years of 
contributions to the league and, 
for the last 10 years, the Studio 
Gallery.

Two other milestones were 
also observed. The RAL is this 
year celebrating its 60th birth-
day and the Studio Gallery its 
10th birthday. As I watched the 
throngs of people chatting and 
enjoying refreshments, viewing 
the art, and watching several 
artists painting, I was struck by 
how successful the league and 
the gallery have been.

In 1949, three people inter-
ested in art got together with 
a few friends and thus began 
the Rappahannock Art League. 
Members often met in each 
other’s homes. Two of those 
who joined in the fi rst year are 
still members. Today the league 

From left, Larry Rickard and Jim Peed admire Ann Vliet’s 
digital image of Jane Stouffer at the Studio Gallery’s special 
exhibit by students of the late artist and teacher. Rickard and 
Peed are co-chairs of the Rappahannock Art League’s Labor 
Day Weekend Exhibition.

Causes to celebrate

numbers more than 40 times 
the size of the fi rst year mem-
bership.

In the mid ‘90s, I was presi-
dent of the RAL and one of the 
main topics of discussion was 
our desire to “have a home”—a 
place where classes and meet-
ings could be held, where art-
ists could exhibit and sell 
their work, and where mem-
bers could keep in touch and 
exchange ideas. At the time, 
we could not have envisioned 
that less than 15 years later we 
would have a thriving 10-year-

old gallery that exceeded our 
expectations and was such an 
integral part of the community.

I’m sure that many of the 
persons who visited the Studio 
Gallery Friday—perhaps even 
some art league members—are 
unaware of the league’s rich 
history and how much we have 
achieved over the years through 
the efforts of people like Jane 
Stouffer as well as many others 
who are still active members 
today.

Virginia Adair,
Lancaster

Kids! Show off your art 
skills. Draw a picture of a your 
favorite teacher for our Sep-
tember 3 Back to School issue. 
If we print it, you’ll win a $25 
gift certifi cate to CVS.

The pictures should be 
drawn in crayon or marker on 
an 8x11 sheet of white paper. 
Entries on larger paper cannot 
be scanned and will be disqual-
ifi ed. You must be between the 
ages of 4 and 10 to enter.

Mail your drawing to P.O. 
Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482, or drop it through our 
mail slot at 27 N. Main Street. 

All entries must include 
your fi rst and last name, age, 
village and phone number in 
pencil on the back of the draw-
ing. Please also tell us your 
school’s name and the name of 
the teacher you drew.

The deadline for entries is 
August 25. All submissions 
become the property of the 
Rappahannock Record. Win-
ners will be notifi ed and should 
be available for a photo shoot 
August 31 or September 1. 

Back to School
art contest opens

To buy reprints 
of our photos, 

look for this 
button on 

RRecord.com!
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                    PREMIER SAILING
                    SCHOOL
                        At The Tides

Tel: 804.438.9300            www.premiersailing.com

•  Adult small boat courses - learn to sail a sunfi sh!

•  US Sailing Keelboat certifi cate courses for adults

•  Week long courses for children throughout the summer

•  New boat sales - we are your local Laser Performance dealer 

    for Sunfi sh, Lasers, Optimists etc. & parts and dollies

LEARN TO SAIL

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

ALL LINES OF

INSURANCE
ESTABLISHED

IN 1959

435-1677
KILMARNOCK

Chesapeake Bank is out to 
help people get financially fit.

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and Williamsburg   800-434-1181

To say recent economic issues haven’t tried or 
stressed one’s “money muscles,” would be untrue. 
However, Chesapeake Bank continues an era of 
responsible lending. Our competitive home equity 
loan and line of credit are perfect to help with debt 
consolidation, as well as a smart way to borrow for 
educational expenses, a vehicle, medical expenses  
and more. Best of all, for many the interest paid may  
be tax deductible. Hopefully, your  
finances are feeling stronger  
already. Stop by any office for 
an application or apply online 
at www.chesbank.com.                  

                   Subject to credit approval and underwriting on loan requests between $20,000 and $100,000. Adequate property insurance coverage is required. Consult a tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest. *Home Equity 
Loan-rate is fixed for 15 years. The available rate today is 6.99%. **Home Equity Line of Credit 15-year draw period with interest only payments due monthly. The available rate today is 5.50%. The Annual Percentage Rate can change daily, and is tied to the Prime Rate. The maximum Annual Percentage Rate that 
can apply is 18.00%. The minimum Annual Percentage Rate that can apply is 5.50%. Minimum monthly payments will not reduce the principal that is outstanding on your account. At the end of the 15-year draw period, the outstanding principal balance plus any accrued interest will result in a balloon payment. 

©2009 Chesapeake Bank Equal Housing Lender •  Member FDIC   

NO appraisal FEE  q   NO clOsiNg cOsts

hOmE Equity
lOaN

15-year fixed

hOmE Equity 
liNE OF crEdit  

variable
6.99%* 5.50%**apr apr

09-CB-590_money_RR.8-10.indd   1 8/10/09   1:11:06 PM

We Conduct

Estate Sales
 

Buy Items, give appraisals

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery 
144 School St. (across from the School)

Kilmarnock VA 22482                                       

Northern Neck
          MARINE CONSTRUCTION, LLC.

• Piers
• Boat Lifts 
• Groynes
• Bulkheads
• Floating Docks
• Boat Houses
• Rip Rap
• Armor Stone
• Repairs
• Permits

Offi ce: (804) 529-7661  •  Cell: (804) 761-6866 
License # 2705 116978

The Northumberland County 
Red Cross Blood Drive August 
4 at St. Stephen’s Anglican 
Church in Heathsville drew 95 
people who donated 80 units, 
reported chairman Kitty Creeth. 

“It could never be done with-
out the help of our wonderful 
volunteers,” said Creeth. 

The volunteers were Rick 
Skelton, Bonnie Swift, Joan Cle-
ments, Joan Kroll, Ellie Knight, 
Charles and Ruth Franck, Ann 
Le Kander, Dick Goertmiller, 
Harold “Zeke” Hurst, Philip 
Smith, Bill Kirby, Sherry Fisher, 
Blake Patrick Smith, Creeth, and  
kitchen helpers John Powers, 
Sally Custer and Bill Powers.

The donors were Ola Nash, 
Jim Keller, Sarah Sinclair, 
Odessa T. Roane, Mark Payne, 
Rhonda Gilliand, Charles Bates, 
Mike Silagyi, Carole Ellis, 
Paula Reuter, Ray Reuter, Jen-
nifer Straughan, Kitty Creeth, 
Bill Pyszka, Marie Darr, Ran-
dolph Darr, Dick Steelman and 
Charles Franck.    

Also Bobby Edmonds, Doris 
Rew, Cathy Rew, Brenda Loper, 
Berenice Nazarie, Tammy 
Wilkins, Nancy Burgess, Frank 
Goyett,  Ellen Muddiman, Cyn-
thia C. Smith, Warren Blackwell, 
Elwood Ball, Lance Bonnet, 
Valerie Ritter, Carol Roscher, 

Glenn Fallin, Bob Holley and  
Le Kander. 

Also, Audrey Brainard, Rick 
Skelton, Nancy Kragh, Chuck 
Wilkins, Judith M. Clark, Albert 
L. Jones, Sam Marston, Gladys 
L. Holmes, Kroll, Jerry East-
wood, Kathleen Aucoin, Stan-
ley Rembisz, Richard Thery-
son, Miranda C. Payne, Patrick 
O’Brien, A.C. Ames, Ken Har-
vard and Cindy Reymer.

Also, Eleanor R. Morris, 
Cornelia Riley, Ruth Cooper, 
Terence Cooper, Knight, Jim 
Schmalz, Margaret Williams, 
Margie Rankin, Jim Rankin, 
Susan Christopher, Edith With-
ers, Sandy Saxer, Willie Toul-
son, Anne Ulses, Anne Belanger, 
Roberta Jones, Meghan Bowis 
and Patsy C. Headley.

Also, Robert Reamy Jr., Jane 
Michie, Clements, Steve Tucker, 
John Poundstone, Ellen Wheat, 
Laura Nost, Carol Poundstone, 
Robert E. Nash, Phillip Smith, 
John Morgenthaler, Davis Rob-
erts, Joe Peters, Tonya L. Creasy, 
Howard D. Ray, Carolyn Robin-
son, Leonard Rock, William A. 
Bracker. Latia Garner-Johnson, 
James W. Smith, James E. Scates 
and Kevin Kuykendall.  

The next blood drive will be 
October 6 at First Baptist Church 
in Heathsville.

Blood drive nets 80 units

Carnival concludes
From left, Rep. Rob Wittman clowned around with Tom Gale 
while calling the numbers at the dime board. 

A drawing for the grand prize, 
a 2009 Chevy truck, closed the 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department’s 74th annual 
Firemen’s Festival Saturday. 
From left, festival president 
Johnny Smith presents the 
keys to winner Faye Wild of 
White Stone, who holds her 
granddaughter, Isabel Keyser.

Shirley Clem of Cake 
Connections in Baltimore 
surprised volunteer fi remen 
with a carnival cake. Her 
cousin, Buddy Keyser, is a 
member of the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department 
and vice president of the 
festival.

KILMARNOCK—In prepa-
ration of the holiday season, 
The Town of Kilamrnock will 
offer a new program where 
citizens can honor loved ones 
through the purchase of street 
decorations.

“This is a great idea from 
Carolyn Delano that will add 
to our holiday festivities,” 
said council member Rebecca 
Nunn. “We have a beautiful 
town and this will enable citi-
zens to be a part of decorating 
our central streets.”

Citizens may purchase a hol-
iday banner for $100, or a set 
of bows for a lighted wreath for 
$120.

“The banners will be added 
to our street lamps in Steptoe’s 
District and the wreaths are 
displayed along our corridors 
of Main Street, Church Street 
and Irvington Road. This is a 
great way to acknowledge the 
memory of a loved one or to 
honor a signifi cant contribu-
tion,” said Nunn. “I have placed 
my fi rst banner order already.” 

All honorees and donors will 
be listed in a keepsake book at 
the Kilmarnock Museum.

“This program shows the 
value of citizen input and 
it’s great to have community 
enthusiasm behind this” said 
town manager Tom Saunders.

The banners and bows will 

Citizens may decorate
streets for the holidays

become part of Kilmarnock’s 
annual decorating plan and 
will be installed in November 
each year. While banner and 
bow locations can be requested, 
ultimately the location will be 
at the town’s discretion. A min-
imum of 20 banners are needed 
for the initial order while the 
bows do not have a minimum. 

Orders may be placed at 
the Town offi ce or at kilmar-
nockva.com/community-news/ 
through September 15. 

WHY
ADVERTISE?
you ’ re  read ing  t h i s  a ren ’ t  you?

804 .435 .1701 ,  Sa ra  ex t .  13


