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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Vegetable gardening takes root
Spurred by the economy, or a desire to “go green,” 
more folks are tending gardens. An onlne slide-
show compliments the related feature on page B1.
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LANCASTER—Gary Oliver loves 
to watch a summer storm as it moves 
down the Rappahannock River. He 
gets in his truck and heads from his 
home in Corrotoman by the Bay sub-
division down to the water, where he 
watches as the wind churns up the 
river and lightning dances in the sky. 

But the storm on Sunday, July 12, 
was unlike any he’s seen. 

As he headed back to his house, the 
wind picked up, the rain cut his vis-
ibility and hail started to fall. 

“I got hung up at [Corrotoman] 
Plaza,” he said. “It was a whiteout. I 
couldn’t see anything and the wind 
was shaking the truck. First it was 
blowing this way and then it would 
shift and blow that way.”

As Oliver pulled off the road, he 
watched an empty ice storage bin 
blow across the road. 

“If it wasn’t a tornado, it was the 
worst storm I’ve ever seen,” he said.

According to metereologist Bill 
Sammler at the National Weather Ser-
vice in Wakefield, it wasn’t a tornado. 
It was a “downburst,” and could possi-
bly have been one of the worst storms 
Oliver has seen. 

The types of high winds associated 
with a downburst “occur three or four 
times a year in different parts of Vir-
ginia,” said Sammler. “It’s a relatively 
rare event.

“The length of time winds blow 
in a tornado is less than a minute,” 
said Sammler, who as of the follow-
ing Monday afternoon had not seen 
photos of the storm damage in Lan-
caster County. “From witness reports, 
it seems like the wind blew for a 
longer period of time. It’s here and 

LANCASTER—Storm damage 
estimates from a downburst that 
struck Lancaster County July 12 con-
tinue to climb, according to Chief of 
Emergency Services Scott Hudson.

As of last Friday, an estimated $3.8 
million in private property damage 
had been reported. Included are 64 
homes and some 1,100 acres of farm-
land. 

“We expect these numbers to 
continue to rise,” said Hudson. “We 
know that the number is going to be 
more.”

The storm, which brought with it 
winds in excess of 80 miles per hour, 
large hail and heavy rains, tracked 
along the Rappahannock River. It hit 
the waterfront communities along 
River Road in the northern portion of 
the county and portions of Weems, 
Irvington and White Stone in the 
south.

The storm hit at about 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday and Lancaster County super-
visors declared a state of emergency 
at 7:15 p.m. 

Initial estimates were between 
$2.75 and $3 million worth of 
damage to 28 homes.

Of the 64 homes now reported 

with damage, four were deemed 
uninhabitable by the building inspec-
tor, eight had major damage, 24 had 
minimal damage and another 29 were 
listed as effected.

Of the $3.8 million property 
damage estimate, $281,000 was 
attributed to agriculture. Some 800 
acres of corn were damaged and 
another 300 acres of soybeans will 
have to be replanted, said Hudson. 

“The cost of debris removal on 
public property and our initial emer-
gency response costs are still coming 
in,” he said. 

Northern Neck Electric Coop-
erative, which had 2,800 custom-
ers without electricity and over 60 
downed electric poles, restored power 
to all of its customers by 8:30 p.m. 
July 15, four days after the storm. The 
cooperative spent $394,260 in storm 
damage repair, according to Hudson. 

“We are consistently and diligently 
working with the state department 
of emergency management to see 
what kind of assistance programs we 
qualify for,” he said. “We’re trying 
to get some type of public assistance 
declaration, but unfortunately we do 
not qualify for a lot of the programs.”

From left, Roy Hall Jr., KVFD captain 1, and Ryan Gordon, KVFD lieutenant 1, escort the casket containing 
the remains of L.P. Schools atop tanker #12 from Currie Funeral Home along Main Street to Woodlawn 
Cemetery. The Excerpts column by Henry Lane Hull on page A4 is dedicated to Schools. Photo by Kate Oliver

KILMARNOCK—Following a rec-
ommendation from the planning com-
mission, the town council on Monday 
unanimously adopted a resolution rec-
ognizing L. P. Schools for his years of 
service to Kilmarnock. 

Schools, who died July 12, was a 
52-year member of the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department and a 
charter member and 50-year veteran 
of the Kilmarnock-Lancaster Rescue 
Squad. He also served as the chief of 
the Kilmarnock Police Department 
for nine years.

The resolution was presented to 
the Schools family last Thursday 
during a reception at the Kilmarnock 
firehouse. The reception followed a 
widely attended funeral service and 
a procession of dozens of fire trucks 
and rescue vehicles to the burial site.
Town well

After receiving what water and 
sewer committee chairman Gary 
Anderson called “three qualified 
bids,” council unanimously approved 
a $120,853 contract with Gammon 
Well Co. to repair a town well near the 
hospital.

A motion to award the contract was 
made by council member Rebecca 
T. Nunn and seconded by Howard 
Straughan. The motion was supported 
by Anderson, Paul S. Jones and Bar-
bara Robertson, carrying 5-0. 

Anderson also presented council a 
draft version of a leaflet explaining 
town water and sewer services, which 
he suggested be sent with water bills.

“This is a big system and it’s good 
info for the folks in town,” said Ander-
son. 
Parking lot

Nunn delivered a report from 
the streets and sidewalks commit-
tee including a recommendation for 
a $1,500 expenditure to grade and 
gravel the parking lot off Cralle Court 
behind the Rappahannock Record 
office. Town manager Tom Saunders 
told council the lot, which is owned 
by the town, is “pot hole city.” 

While a long-term solution to drain-
age problems in the area should be 
explored, this would serve temporar-
ily, said Saunders.

Jones suggested $2,500 would be a 
more appropriate sum. If the town is 
going to fix something “we ought to 
do it right,” he said.  

A motion to approve the expenditure 
was made by Straughan and seconded 
by Nunn, carrying unanimously.
Other items

Nunn also moved that the town 
allow residents to purchase holiday 
wreaths and banners in honor of loved 
ones. The wreaths and banners would 
be displayed on poles in town during 
the Christmas season. The names of 
the honorees would be stored in a 
book at the Kilmarnock Museum. The 
motion was seconded by Jones and 
carried unanimously.

Development strategist Susan Cock-
rell informed council that a new ver-
sion of the town website will be fully 
operational by Friday. The site, she 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northum-
berland planning commission is rec-
ommending the board of supervisors 
approve a request to rezone a parcel in 
Reedville from residential waterfront 
to business following a public hearing 
last Thursday. 

The landlocked property on Route 
360 in Reedville is home to Reedville 
Automotive Inc. 

Assistant zoning administrator Lut-
trell Tadlock said nobody is sure why 
it was zoned waterfront residential in 
1974. 

The county received no correspon-
dence from the public on this request 
and only Manuel Haynie, the agent 
for owner Paul R. Robertson, spoke 
on his own behalf.

The commission discussed review-
ing the zoning at the west end of 
Reedville next time it updates the 
Comprehensive Plan in 2011.

LANCASTER—Members of the 
planning commission last Thursday 
took the first step to harness wind 
power in the county and tweaked com-
mercial zoning ordinances. 

With local interest growing in alter-
native sources of energy, planners 
spent the prior two sessions becoming 
familiar with the concept of windmills 
and wind turbines and their effects on 
the landscape and wildlife.

Last week, members agreed on a 
definition that specified windmills 
would “serve in a single function as 
a dedicated energy source for a wind-
driven water pump or electric gen-
erator, primarily on farms.” Also, any 
windmill exceeding 35 feet tall would 
require a special exception from the 
board of supervisors.

 A public hearing on the definition 
is planned for August since the issue 
requires an amendment to the zoning 
ordinance.

Planners completed proposed minor 
text amendments to commercial 
zoning (C-1) which applies to general 
businesses where the public requires 

Carnival time
John Montgomery tests the “Happy 
Clouds” ride at the Waverly Avenue 
carnival grounds in Kilmarnock. 
Volunteer firemen and other 
members of the community are 
preparing for the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department’s 74th 
annual Firemen’s Festival, to open 
Thursday, July 30. Photo by Alex 
Haseltine

Last call out for L.P. Schools
Friends, family and colleagues of L.P. Schools load his casket onto Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
(KVFD) tanker #12 following a funeral service July 16.  Schools, 85, was a longtime community and civic 
leader. Photo by Alex Haseltine

Kilmarnock
council honors 
L. P. Schools

by Alex Haseltine

TOWN, continued on page A2

Planners seek
rezoning of a 
Reedville parcel

Windmills
may be on
the horizon

by Audrey Thomasson

WINDMILLS, continued on page A2

Damage estimates continue to climb
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

For those hit by downburst, it was a storm like no other
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi gone. So it’s highly unlikely it was a 

tornado. And because of the distance 
it covered, it was more likely  a down-
burst instead of a microburst.”

A downburst is created by an area 
of significantly rain-cooled air that 

after hitting ground level spreads out 
in all directions producing damaging 
straight-line winds that could reach 
speeds of over 150 miles per hour. 

Damage from a downburst is simi-
lar to that from a tornado.  

Microbursts are downbursts but on 
a smaller scale. 

“A microburst lasts for a shorter 
duration and covers a smaller area 
than what we’re dealing with here,” 
said Sammler. 

The storm originated in lower Caro-
line County/upper Essex County and 
worked southeast. With winds unof-
ficially clocked at between 70 to 80 
miles per hour, it carried a punch as 
powerful as a hurricane. 

“Back during Isabel we had winds 
of 70 to 80 miles per hour,” said Sam-
mler, “and just like then, when you 
put that much stress on a tree for a 
sustained period of time it’s going to 
break.”

Bill Wellener of Chesterfield lost 
only two trees at his family home 
in Heritage Point during Hurricane 
Isabel. He received a call from a 
neighbor in the subdivision after Sun-
day’s storm and found that between 30 
and 40 trees had fallen in his yard. One 
went through the roof of his garage.

He was cutting his way through his 
driveway early Monday morning.

“Whatever it was, it was a hell of a 
storm,” he said. 

Melanie Grenier stood in the rain 
late Sunday evening, staring in dis-
belief at her home in Corrotoman by 
the Bay. A large pine tree had fallen 
through the second-story roof. 

“We’re just lucky that no one was 
home,” she said. 

A few others were not as lucky. 
According to Lancaster County 
Emergency Services Director Scott 
Hudson, one woman had pulled her 
vehicle off the road in the Corroto-
man area during the storm and a fall-

DOWNBURST, continued on page A2
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said, has a complete new look 
and caters to the local business 
community.

Council also discussed a pro-
posed sidewalk to extend from 
Church Street to Main Street 
along Town Center Drive. 
Mayor Smith directed the town 
manager to obtain estimates for 
the project and explore options 
for creating pedestrian access 
to Kilmarnock Entertainment 
Center, a bowling alley under 
construction on Town Center 
Drive.

direct and frequent access, such 
as retail stores, banks, theaters, 
business offices, restaurants 
and service stations. 

Proposed amendments to lim-
ited commercial zoning (C-2) 
were for consistency purposes, 
according to land use director 
Don Gill. The zoning classifi-
cation covers small retail and 
service establishments near resi-
dential areas and has the intent of 
limiting the size of buildings to 
4,000 square feet, excluding out-
side runs at a veterinary hospital 
and/or kennel. 

Both zoning measures will go 
before a public hearing in August 
before they are sent to the board 
of supervisors for a final vote.

ing tree knocked a power line 
onto her car. 

“She was stuck in the car for 
a good part of an hour,” said 
Hudson. “They had to wait for 
power to be cut off.”

Fortunately, said Hudson, 
there were no reports of injuries 
as a result of the storm.

One person was transported 
from home by ambulance after 
suffering an asthma attack and 
another was removed from a 
residence because of the need 
for electricity for monitoring, 
said Captain Martin Shirilla of 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Out on the water, boaters 
rocked in three-foot waves as the 
storm moved down the Rappah-
annock. 

Joe Hudnall of Kilmarnock and 
about 20 others were on a beach 
on Antipoison Creek on the left 
side of Windmill Point Road. 

He got a call from a friend in 
Corrotoman by the Bay. “He said 
they’d had a tornado and it was 
coming our way,” said Hudnall. 

The boaters decided to stay 
put and ride out the storm on 
shore instead of braving it on the 
water. 

After being pelted with hail 
and winds for about 15 minutes, 
it was over. However, a nearby 
lightning strike left many with a 
tingling sensation and the hair on 
their arms standing.

“Isabel wasn’t this bad,” said 
Mark Williams of Lancaster, 
who had a tree on his house and 
another on his car. “In the middle 
of it, the wind and rain were 
whipping so hard I’ve never seen 
anything like it.”

IRVINGTON—River Coun-
ties Community Foundation 
(RCCF) recently awarded its 
annual competitive grants at 
a reception at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

Chairman J.B. “Jay” Wallin 
welcomed those present. He 
recognized RCCF advisory 
board members and praised the 
board’s 2009 Safety Net Fund.

“This fund will allow RCCF 
to make both strategic and 
emergency grants in response 
to our troubled economy,” said 
Wallin.

Regional director Marga-
ret Nost addressed four new 
funds established with RCCF 
over the past year: the Maria 
Laqueur Scholarship Fund, the 
Moran Charitable Fund, the 
River Counties Youth Fund, 
and the Wendall and Gloria 
Wallace Fund. 

“2008 was a challenging 
year for the foundation, yet 
there remain many encourag-
ing signs,” said Nost. “Each of 
these funds reflects the unique 
ways a donor can work through 
River Counties to accomplish 
his charitable giving.”  

An additional new fund, 
the Beverly and John-Michael 
King Charitable Fund, was 
received by River Counties in 
August of 2008.

Grants committee chairman 
Leland James noted RCCF’s 
ability in 2009 to increase 
the amount of grant money 

awarded from last year despite 
the tough economic climate. 
Letters of intent were received 
from more than 50 worthy 
organizations and seven-
teen selected grant recipients 
received over $45,000.
Grants  

Northern Neck Court 
Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) received a $1,000 
grant for equipment to train 
volunteers.   

Hospice Support Services 
of the Northern Neck Inc. was 
awarded $3,000 to help with 
supplies.

The Haven Shelter and Ser-
vices received $3,000 for the 
Healthy Relationships Program 
for nineth-graders in Lancaster 
and Northumberland counties.

The Family Maternity 
Center of the Northern Neck 
was given $3,300 to help with 
its Healthy Baby Program.

Lancaster County Vir-
ginia Education Foundation 
received $4,000 to help with 
the advancement of the new 
math program at Lancaster 
Middle School.

Middlesex County Family 
YMCA was awarded $3,000 
to help with the cost of operat-
ing transportation for school-
age children to participate in 
YMCA programs.

The Northumberland Public 
Library received a $1,700 grant 
to support the “Northumber-
land County Students Read” 

Community Foundation awards grants

River Counties Community Foundation chairman Jay Wallin 
(left) and grants committee chairman Leland James award 
annual competitive grants.

program for Pre-K through 
eighth-grade students.

The Boys and Girls Club of 
the Northern Neck received an 
award of $5,000 for transpor-
tation, equipment and program 
supplies.

Partners for Lancaster 
County Schools Foundation 
was given $5,000 to help with 
operating costs as the founda-
tion grows its support base and 
operations.

Middlesex County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad received $1,375 
to help purchase “CPR Any-
time Kits.”

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department was awarded 
$2,000 to purchase protective 
gear for structural fire fighting.

Hands Across Middlesex 
was awarded $2,500 to help 
cover costs associated with 
its home repair program and 
water systems.

Lancaster/Northumberland 
Habitat for Humanity was 
given $2,400 to help purchase 
basic office equipment.

The Westmoreland Play-
ers received a $2,000 grant to 
assist with the cost of a summer 
drama camp for children. 

Smith Point Sea Rescue was 
given $3,000 to help with the 
purchase of life saving equip-
ment.

Rappahannock General Hos-
pital was awarded $2,200 to 
train instructors for its Diabe-
tes Education Program.

Additionally, Connect 
Rappahannock was awarded a 
$3,000 grant earlier in the year 
to support web-based resources 
for organizations serving citi-
zens in the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula.  

RCCF component funds that 
contributed toward these com-
munity grants include the Cath-
erine B. Chilton Endowment 
Fund, Charles Winfield Paul 
Fund, Robert S. and Martha S. 
Scheu Fund, William and Sally 
Spotswood Fund, the Dewey 
and Vivian Stallard Charitable 
Fund and the River Counties 
Youth Fund.  Also supporting 
the grants is the Frances R. 
Parker Fund of The Commu-
nity Foundation of Richmond.

For more information about 
River Counties Commu-
nity Foundation, call Nost at 
438-9414, or visit rivercounti-
escf.org.

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors will hold a public 
hearing July 30 on the condem-
nation of a 10-acre parcel at 
261 Greentown Road in Weems 
for the purpose of installing a 
wastewater treatment system 
and mass drainfield to serve 
residents of Greentown and 
Gaskins roads.

The meeting will begin at 
7:30 p.m. in the General Dis-
trict courtroom at the county 
courthouse.

According to county records, 
the property was abandoned 
after the owner, Joseph Green, 
died some 50 years ago. The 
appraised value of $47,000 will 
be paid by the county and held 
by the state in the event any 
living relatives of Green make 
a claim for the value. 

The treatment system will 
serve some 42 families who 
are part of a Virginia Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
project. 

Supervisors will also con-
sider a special exception appli-
cation by William Ehlman to 
place an 80-foot communica-
tion antenna on a 0.273-acre 
site at Corrotoman and East 
High View drives in Corroto-
man by the Bay.

KILMARNOCK—The quar-
terly meeting of the Lancaster 
County Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC) begins at 
6 p.m. Tuesday, July 28, at the 
County Emergency Operations 
Center (Kilmarnock Rescue 
Squad Building).

The committee will discuss 
and critique the response to the 
severe weather Sunday, July 12, 
said Emergency Medical Ser-
vices chief D. Scott Hudson. 

The committee also will 
review and provide updates to 
other county projects and dis-
cuss plans for a regional table 
top exercise in late September, 
said Hudson. 

LANCASTER – Actions to 
restore water quality in three Lan-
caster County creeks will be the 
subject of two meetings Tuesday, 
July 28, at St. Mary’s Whitecha-
pel Assembly Hall on Route 354. 
The meetings to discuss plans 
for Greenvale, Beach and Paynes 
creeks will be hosted by the Vir-

■ Stimulus projects
Gov. Tim Kaine recently 

announced that more than $1 
billion in American Restora-
tion and Recovery Act funding 
has been allocated for infra-
structure projects in Virginia. 

Some $2,286,000 was ear-
marked for pavement preserva-
tion and restoration on Routes 
3 and 360 in Lancaster, Nor-
thumberland and Richmond 
counties.

■ One lane
Daytime work has resumed 

on the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Bridge project.  Motorists will 
be restricted to one lane on the 
bridge Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m.to 3:30 p.m.

For project information and 
updates, visit vdot.virginia.gov. 
For real time traffic informa-
tion, visit 511virginia.gov, or 
call 511.

The Northern Neck Kiwanis 
Club on July 15 held its annual 
Community Service Breakfast at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church 
in Kilmarnock.

The club presented checks to 
several community organiza-
tions for their ongoing service 
projects. Guest speaker Del. Al 
Pollard gave an inspiring talk 
on communities and community 
service, according to club presi-
dent-elect Maryjane Chewning. 

Checks totaling almost 
$14,000 were presented to  
Lancaster Community Library, 

Club presents grant checks
to community organizations

From left are (front row) Jeannie Nelson of the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic, Donna 
McGrath of the Northern Neck Family YMCA, Maryjane Chewning, Kiwanis president- elect, 
and Jim Evans, Kiwanis president; (next row) Del. Albert Pollard, Lindsy Gardner of the  
Lancaster Community Library, Tyren Frazier of the Boys and Girls Club, Denise Munns of the 
Northumberland Family YMCA, Shirley Dodson-McAdoo of the Northern Neck Maternity 
Center, Ellen Yackel of The Haven, William Hubbard of Northern Neck CASA and Bill Kling of 
Interfaith Service Council.

Northern Neck YMCA, North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic, 
The Boys and Girls Club, Nor-
thumberland YMCA, Northern 
Neck Maternity Center, The 
Haven, Northern Neck CASA, 
the Interfaith Service Council, 
and Northumberland Public 
Library.  

Previous to this break-
fast,  scholarships totaling 
$8,000 were given to four high 
school seniors from Lancaster 
and Northumberland counties.

The $22,000 was raised at 
the club’s annual boat auction 
at Yankee Point Marina, where 
more than 30 boats were sold.

Meetings to address water 
quality plan for Greenvale, 
Beach and Paynes creeks

ginia Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation (DCR).

 The creeks are on the state’s 
list of dirty or impaired waters 
and shellfish harvesting has been 
restricted due to excessive bac-
teria levels, said implementation 
plan coordinator May Sligh.

The Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality has devel-
oped a total maximum daily load 
(TMDL) for the creeks, said Sligh. 
A TMDL is the total amount of a 
pollutant a water body can contain 
and still meet water quality stan-
dards. To restore water quality, 
bacteria levels have to be reduced 
to the TMDL amount.

 The meetings will start at 6 
p.m. The residential and recre-
ational working group will meet 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. and the busi-
ness working group made up of 
farmers, watermen and marina 
operators will meet from 7:30 to 9 
p.m.  Both meetings will focus on 
corrective actions and projected 
costs to reduce bacteria levels and 
improve water quality.  

For more information, contact 
Sligh at the DCR – Tappahan-
nock Field Office at 443-1494, or 
may.sligh@dcr.virginia.gov.  The 
TMDL study information also 
is available at deq.virginia.gov/
tmdl.
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 RICHMOND – Gov. Tim 
Kaine recently announced 
Virginia Freedmen’s Bureau 
records, the earliest major 
compilation of information on 
the African-American com-
munity, are available online to 
historians and family history 
researchers.

Under the direction of the 
Black History Museum and 
Cultural Center of Virginia 
and in collaboration with 
FamilySearch, volunteers dig-

NEWS BREAK

Town
continued from page A1

Freedmen’s records
now accessible online

itized the records of names, 
marriages, educational pur-
suits, work contracts, health 
care and legal services and 
other important information 
from the Virginia Freedmen’s 
Bureau.

The records can be viewed 
temporarily at the Family-
Search web site, and negotia-
tions are ongoing to perma-
nently host the records through 
the Smithsonian Institution‘s 
National Museum of African 
American History and Cul-
ture.

 “This project is exciting for 
Virginia and for the world,” 
Gov. Kaine said. “What we 
have done is helped preserve 
the legacy of those nearly four 
million freedmen who at the 
end of the Civil War stepped 
out of slavery and into free-
dom.”
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Nov 29, 2009 • Park Central Hotel is across 
the street from Carnegie Hall; steps from the 
Museum of Modern Art; around the block 
from Rockefeller Center; close to Central 
Park, Times Square, Columbus Circle and Broadway; 
and within walking distance of 57th Street and Fifth 
Avenue’s shopping. 

www.citravel.com · kilmarnock@citravel.com

Book Today,
Space Is Limited!

(804) 435-2666

Stay and Play in the Heart 
of Manhattan

New!
Call for Details

Includes:
Roundtrip motorcoach from Kilmarnock • Accommodations for 3 
nights at the Park Central Hotel • Tickets to the Radio City Rockettes 
Christmas Spectacular (Dec 1 - Orchestra Seats)  • Baggage han-
dling • Shopping discounts and more!
Plus choice of tickets to one of the following:
Empire State Building Observatory • Museum of City of New York • 
NY Water Taxi Statue of Liberty Express Cruise
As well as a choice of tickets to one of the following:
Metropolitan Museum of Art • American Museum of Natural His-
tory • Top of the Rock Observation Deck

Start The Holiday Season With An
Excursion To The Big Apple

480 King Carter Dr. 
Irvington, VA    804.438.5000    

www.tidesinn.com

Summer Fun at the Tides Inn

“Whiling Away with the Writers”

Come meet with some of your local, talented writers as they 
share their new works of fiction, non-fiction and poetry
Talk with Thea Marshall, Sharon Baldacci, Larry Holcombe, James 

Heaphey, Carolyn Jett and many more fine area authors
or just sit back and listen to them read excerpts from their 

book every half hour.

Join us on Saturday, July 25th from 10am-3pm 
in the Cove Room at the Tides Inn

Purchase your signed and personalized copy after meeting 
these fine authors

Let us help you choose.

Call your local Authorized Anthem 
agent today tolearn more.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the 
town of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of An-
them Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee 
of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 
®Registered marks Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA 

The right health plan 
at the right price?

A U C T I O N  T O N I G H T !
Thursday, July 23, 2009 @ 6 p.m.

124 Rappahannock Ave. • Downtown Urbanna
Preview Starts at 4 p.m. Sale Day

Great Antiques & Collectibles & Household
Bring a chair and a friend!      Food available.

Always accepting quality consignments

MATTHEW ELLIOTT VAAL#3760 • TERRY SMITH VAAL#3762 

758-0909 • 296-5752
For Pictures go to Auctionzip.com (Auctioneer #18047)

We accept cash, check, MC & Visa. 3% buyer’s premium waived if 
paying with cash or check. Announcements made the day of the 

sale take precedence over all others stated or printed.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund recently 
awarded the River Counties 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross a grant of $175,000 over 
a three-year period for a joint 
project with the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA to offer a com-
prehensive program for children 
and youth in Lancaster County.

The services will include 
Red Cross certified swimming 
lessons for all second-grade 
students at Lancaster Primary 
School. The Red Cross and the 
YMCA are the largest providers 
of swimming lessons nation-
wide.

“The goals are to introduce 
skills to non-swimmers, improve 
existing skills and teach water 
safety,” said River Counties 
Chapter executive director Julie 
Dudley.

The swim lessons are free to 
the children and to the school. 
The school system provides 
transportation to the pool. This 
year 105 children have received 

Hats off to Burrage
At its first “Hats Off To You” event, Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts retiring board member Dick Burrage (left) was 
recognized by board president Bob Denton  for 17 years of 
service.  Burrage  joined the board two years after moving to 
the Northern Neck in 1990.   The Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts hosted “Hats Off To You” in appreciation for the 
work and support of RFA board and committee members,  as 
well as  its “On Stage” series corporate sponsors. 

Rocking the park
Ottoman, a local rock band from the village by the same name, 
ventured up River Road last Saturday to present a Music By The 
River concert at Belle Isle State Park. From left are Johnny Kemp, 
James Abbott, Joel Lewis and Dave Palka. The program featured 
original songs as well as covers. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Our visit to Westmoreland 
County continues with a 

stop at “Ingleside,” very much 
a contemporary popular desti-
nation for local residents and 
tourists.

In the vicinity of Oak Grove, 
the historic building on this 
land-marked property was built 
in 1834 to serve as the “Wash-
ington Academy,” a boys prepa-
ratory school for the sons of an 
elite society. The property was 
sold to a private individual in 
1847, at which time it was given 
the name “Ingleside.” After 
a succession of owners, Carl 
Henry Flemer, an established 
nurseryman, acquired the tract 
in 1890 where his family now 
operates a nursery and winery.

“Wirtland,” a Gothic Revival 
house, is part of the “Ingleside 
Plantation.” According to the 
Historic Register, it is consid-
ered “an ideal American villa.” 
In the late 19th century, it served 
as a female academy, but is now 
a private residence.

Also in the Oak Grove vicin-
ity, “Roxbury” is an example of 
Gothic-style architecture com-
monly found in the North and 
considered unusual in Virginia.

Counterbalancing the appear-
ance of the previous entry, 
“Spring Grove,” built in the early 
19th century near Mt. Holly, 
is the epitome of a Federal-era 
farmhouse.

Westmoreland has been 
home to a roster of individuals 
who have received worldwide 
acclaim. Among those were 

George Washington and James 
Monroe. Several others followed 
very different pursuits: Alexan-
der Graham Bell, in the sciences 
and John Dos Passos, a literary 
giant, and Robert E. Lee.

“Bell House” at Colonial 
Beach was inherited by Alexan-
der Graham Bell after the death 
of his father. Built in the classic 
‘stick style,’ the inventor resided 
there during the summer for over 
a decade. The turreted house 
features a small upper balcony 
from which it is believed Bell 
conducted experiments with a 
kite in the study of electricity.

“Spence Point” on the Potomac 
was the home of author John Dos 
Passos, grandson of a Portuguese 
fisherman. The home remains in 
the family and the office of the 
man who is best known for his 
USA trilogy, remains intact.

Certainly, buildings of grand 
proportions and impressive clas-
sical architecture are expectedly 
included in the National and State  
Historic Registers. Appropriately, 
there are far more modest, but no 
less important paradigms of  ver-
nacular colonial era dwellings. 
These latter would have been 
prevalent, even among compara-
tively wealthy landowners.

“Rochester House,” in the 
vicinity of Lyell’s, was built by 
William Rochester in the mid-
18th century on property acquired 
by his father, Nicholas, in 1689. 
With its overall dimensions of 16 
feet by 20 feet, the seemingly tiny 
house was considered upscale due 
to its full basement and large ‘T’-

shaped brick chimney. William’s 
grandson John remained in West-
moreland where he served in sev-
eral official capacities. Younger 
son Nathaniel, moved north and 
founded the city of Rochester, 
N.Y.

In stark contract, “Strat-
ford” in the Montross vicin-
ity, is immense. There is an apt 
description in the Virginia Reg-
ister. “Few places in America 
equal Stratford in architectural 
interest or historic associations.” 
Built on 1,500 acres by Thomas 
Lee in the 1730s, the mansion 
has been home to patriots Rich-
ard Henry and Francis Light-
foot Lee, both signers of the 
Declaration of Independence 
and “Lighthouse Harry” Lee, 
Revolutionary War hero, as 
well as the latter’s son, and best 
known, the greatly admired and 
respected Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee.

A few sentences can’t do jus-
tice to the treasures one finds on 
the Northern Neck. If indeed 
there is a must-see in Westmo-
reland, an overwhelming choice 
would be Stratford, especially 
for a family outing. A most capa-
ble staff, including costumed 
interpreters, make a visit there 
exciting and memorable. With 
beautiful gardens and intriguing 
nature trails leading to the old 
gristmill and vistas overlooking 
the Potomac; with cattle grazing 
in a nearby pasture; to a tour of 
the impeccably furnished ‘Great 
House,’ it’s a never-to-be-forgot-
ten experience.

From left are Mark Favazza and Paul Sciacchitano.

Red Cross and YMCA receive duPont Grant

Mary Ball Washington Museum Notes
by Charlotte Henry

RICHMOND—Economists 
have long noted Virginia farm-
ers are competing in a world 
economy.

The current global recession 
is hurting producers of poul-
try, grain, soybeans, tobacco 
and timber, some top Virginia 
exports. The downturn could 
also hurt companies with 
which farmers do business and 
the communities in which they 
live.

American farmers have 
maintained a positive balance 
of trade in recent years, far 
better than the record for con-
sumer goods and automobiles. 
But while the U.S. farm export 
surplus totaled $36.1 billion in 
2008, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) is predict-
ing that figure will be slashed 
to only $15 billion this year.

According to the May 12 
Outlook for U.S. Agricultural 
Trade issued by the USDA’s 
Foreign Agricultural Service, 
the largest contributing factor 
is a dramatic decline in farm 
commodity prices from last 
year due  to worldwide reces-
sion.

“Dramatic price swings 
like these are one reason Vir-
ginia consumers shouldn’t 
take our agricultural economy 
for granted,” said agricultural 
risk management coordinator 
Jonah Bowles of Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation. “Basically, 
anyone raising raw commodi-
ties like grain is at the mercy 
of the world market and all the 
variables it holds. There are 
risk management tools farmers 
can use to protect their income, 
but it’s still an extremely risky 
business.”

Despite the recent growth 
of the local foods movement, 
almost 53 percent of Virginia’s 

swimming lessons earning their 
Level I Certificates, explained 
Dudley. A pilot program grant 
from Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
paid for that first year. Due to 

its success, the River Counties 
Chapter was awarded the three-
year grant.

“For a rural community like 
this to be able to provide this 

kind of program is rare and 
because of our water venues, 
swimming proficiency is criti-
cal,” said YMCA branch execu-
tive Mark Favazza. 

The grant also will cover Red 
Cross babysitting training with 
the goal of training 50 youth 
each year, ages 13 to 17, so that 
at the end of the grant there will 
be 150 certified babysitters able 
to appropriately care for chil-
dren, said Dudley.

At the River Counties Chap-
ter’s June annual board meet-
ing, board chairman Paul Sci-
acchitano presented Favazza 
with a check for $47,833 from 
the duPont grant for the YMCA 
to use in execution of the pro-
grams. The chapter will use the 
remainder for administration, 
training, supplies, certifications 
and educational literature.

The youth and children’s ser-
vices also include a childhood 
obesity program, mentoring 
and licensed childcare and pre-
school education, she said.

Global economy
affects Va. farmers

farm economy is linked to for-
eign trade, said  Jason Grant, 
Virginia Tech assistant pro-
fessor of international trade 
and policy. In 2008, Virginia 
exported $2.22 billion of agri-
cultural products, compared to 
$1.74 billion in 2007, accord-
ing to the Virginia Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services.

“The point is that the Vir-
ginia farm economy produces 
more than the local economy 
demands. In order to keep that 
production, we need the export 
market,” Grant said.

While the USDA is still pre-
dicting a $15 billion agricul-
tural trade surplus this year, 
that could change quickly. In 
2005 and 2006, the U.S. farm 
trade surplus had dropped to 
less than $5 billion each year, 
and farmers are concerned that 
the nation eventually could end 
up importing more food than it 
produces.

“Consumers who shop for 
local foods certainly help Vir-
ginia farmers, but we all need 
to support policy decisions that 
help farmers,” Bowles said. 
“Anytime energy prices rise, 
trade disputes occur, or the 
weather turns bad, our farm-
ers are the first at risk. That’s 
why it’s important for consum-
ers and voters to understand 
how policy decisions made in 
Washington can help or hurt 
farmers.”
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Focal Point

Nature snack
A swallowtail butterfly dines on a cone flower. 

Photo by Master Gardener Kathy Powell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Icons exist in every community. They origi-
nally were holy images from the Byzantine 

religious tradition, representing the saints, 
those who now enjoy the rewards of having 
lived good lives on earth. Over the centuries 
in popular parlance, the term has also come 
to signify living people who have become 
such fixtures that we think of them as living 
icons, embodiments of what is good, and 
indeed of such a permanence that in some 
cases they might be taken for granted.

Local communities have their own icons 
and last week Kilmarnock lost one of the most 
recognizable of its icons with the passing of 
L.P. Schools. To attempt to draft a listing of 
all of his activities in this community would 
be an impossible task. He had spent his entire 
life giving back to others what he had received 
in talents, treasures and,  most importantly, in 
time. To everyone, he was simply “Schools.” 
I had known him for many years before I ever 
knew what his given names were. 

He ran his gas station on North Main Street, 
where he met and conversed with everyone, 
all the while giving every customer superb 
service, and particularly watching out for 
older and needy folks who relied on him to 

keep them on the road.
I am sure that neither the Fire Department 

nor the Rescue Squad could give an estimate 
of the thousands of hours he spent cheerfully 
helping each with every cause that needed 
him. Next week when the firemen put on their 
annual carnival, for the 
first time in the memory 
of most, if not all of us, 
Schools will be missing. 
He was happiest and most 
content “pitching in,” 
doing his part to make an 
event happen, to see people 
enjoying themselves, and 
in so many cases to ease 
and lighten the burden of 
a crisis.

As to official public service, Schools spent 
many years as the police chief of Kilmarnock, 
and then when he retired from that position, as 
a deputy for many more years. His automotive 
background uniquely prepared him to handle 
the car problems and the accidents that came 
his way. Personally, I remember the swelter-
ing summer day about 25 years ago when I 
locked my keys in the car. Schools arrived, 

explained to me the differences that the auto-
mobile companies had introduced in the lock-
ing mechanisms and, undaunted by such mea-
sures, he proceeded to open the car as if he 
were opening a refrigerator for a snack.  

As in my own minor case, he was a wel-
come sight at the scene of 
an accident, because once 
he was present, everyone 
knew that no matter how 
bad things seemed, they 
would lead to the best pos-
sible solution.  He never 
claimed to be a miracle 
worker, but on countless 
occasions he made the 
outcome much better than 
if he had not been there.

In his last retirement, Schools helped out at 
the funeral home. His service there, parallel 
to his many volunteer duties, was a perfect fit 
for someone who had spent his life making 
things better for people in need. A visit for a 
wake or service always included a chat with 
Schools, and no exchange with him ever 
ended without his passing along some bit of 
information that only he knew, and that only 

he could tell in his inimitable way.  
For numerous Come Heres, Schools was 

the font of knowledge about the Northern 
Neck lore that permeates the Been Heres. In 
his gentle way he delighted in filling in the 
holes with regard to others’ gaps of knowl-
edge. He was a bridge between peoples and 
times gone by and a beacon of illumination 
about the traditions and ways of the Northern 
Neck.  

As a youth, Schools put his life on the line 
and went off to war with the Marines, and as 
a senior citizen, he kept on giving. Last week, 
at his funeral, Kilmarnock and the broader 
Northern Neck gave back to him both love 
and gratitude. His casket bore the insignia 
of the United States Marines and with great 
fanfare and the respect of hundreds he went 
to his final resting place in his fireman’s uni-
form. Actually, in speaking of Schools, it is 
more accurate to say his “initial resting place,” 
because with him his lifetime was focused on 
activity, on being there when needed, and on 
getting done the daily routine of living and 
working for the common good.

Lawson Pearson Schools Sr., December 22, 
1923 – July 12, 2009.  R.I.P.

Local communities have 
their own icons and last 
week Kilmarnock lost one 
of the most recognizable 
of its icons with the 
passing of L.P. Schools.

The November 3 election 
is some 15 weeks away 

and already we’re knee deep 
in rhetoric, propaganda, innu-
endo and mud.

I refuse to enter the spitting 
contest, or to allow the news 
and forum pages to become a 
venue for negative campaign-
ing.

Other than an occasional 
candidate campaign announce-
ment or general article on the 
upcoming ballot or proce-
dures, the news and editorial 
departments at the Rappahan-
nock Record don’t generally 
get into the mix until after 
Labor Day. (Recent develop-
ments in the local House race 
that have drawn national atten-
tion are an exception.)

I don’t care what you might 
read in other newspapers, web-
sites or blogs. I don’t care what 
you might hear at TEA parties, 
cocktail parties or political 
campaign parties. We’ve got 
standards.

I’m keeping folders of let-
ters endorsing each candidate 
and should we have space, a 
few might run between now 
and Labor Day. Even after 
Labor Day, I doubt they’ll be 
a high priority item unless the 
topic is specifically local.

Sometime prior to the elec-
tion, we’ll be polling the can-
didates in local contested races 
on issues of concern.

If an endorsement is all that 
important, I’m sure the adver-
tising department will be glad 
to assist you.

Meanwhile, let’s review the 
guidelines for election letters.

After Labor Day, Letters 
to the Editor commenting on 
positions of candidates in the 
November 3 election will be 
published in the Rappahan-
nock Record as space allows 
through the October 22 issue.

No election letters will be 
published October 29, the 
Thursday before the election.

Letters should contain the 
name of the writer, place of 
residence and phone number. 
Phone numbers will not be 
published but are required in 
case the writer needs to be 
contacted.

Letters should be concise 
and to the point. All letters are 
subject to editing. No more 
than two letters from the same 
writer will be published. Let-
ters from the same writer are 
not published in consecutive 
issues.

In the event multiple letters 
contain the same or similar 
message, they may not all run. 
Letters obviously part of a let-
ter-writing campaign or those 
obviously abstracted from a 
blog or other internet site will 
not be published.

No attacks on a candidate’s 
personal life will be published. 
Statements that are obviously 
false, rumors and hearsay will 
not be published. Writers are 
reminded it is a misdemeanor 
in Virginia to knowingly 
submit false information for 
publication in a newspaper.

Letters from candidates 
will not be published prior 
to October 29, and then only 
if there is a demonstrated 
need to respond to a specific 
issue raised in a prior letter. 
Thank-you letters will not be 
published.

Fiction or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Prevention Programs 
and Mosquito Control

Growing up in the 
Northern Neck, I remem-
ber summer picnics near 
a beach with a big marsh.  
Parents, cousins, aunts, 
uncles and grandparents 
would gather and swim in 
the river, eat tomatoes and 
fried chicken and, gener-
ally, enjoy ourselves. Then, 
sometime near dusk, one 
person would slap their arm 
and say, “Mosquitoes!”

All of the family would 
immediately dive for cover, 
grab the plates and gener-
ally act as if there was an air 
raid: the mosquitoes were 
that bad.

An article in this week-
end’s Virginian Pilot by 
Joanne Kimberlin highlights 
the work of Virginia Beach 
Public Works’ biologist 
Dreda McCreary and her 
staff of three college interns 
and a part-time assistant. 
McCreary and her team 
set 74 traps throughout the 
250-square-mile city that is 
“part urban, part country, 
part swamp and part sea” to 
study where the mosquitoes 
are the thickest in numbers 
so the city can determine 
where best to focus their 
spraying efforts. 

Virginia Beach spends 
$1.6 million every year, or 
about $4 per resident, bat-
tling mosquitoes. They clear 
ditches, monitor sentinel 
chickens for viruses, spray 
to kill adult mosquitoes and 
spread larvacide to kill the 
young. 

But this is one war no one 
expects to win.

Mosquitoes are pesky 
and persistent. They’ve 
been around for 400 mil-
lion years and can breed in 
a quarter-inch of water.  In 
Virginia, there are 56 dif-
ferent species.  Per Kim-
berlin’s article, the average 
mosquito flies about 1 to 
1.5 miles per hour, lives 
about two to three weeks 
and can locate its prey (you) 
by sight, heat or scent.  So, 
if you are a bigger person, 

fidget more or have smelly 
feet, they can find you 
easier.

Mosquito control is just 
like many other prevention 
efforts, from encouraging 
telecommuting to decrease 
traffic, to a school nurse 
teaching kids to wash their 
hands during flu season.  
But they have two flaws 
which can prevent them 
from overcoming the prob-
lems they attack.

First, while I might spray 
my yard to keep the mos-
quito population down, I 
can’t count on my neigh-
bors to do the same.  In 
fact, one neighbor doing 
mosquito control decreases 
the need for the person 
down the street to act in 
the same way. I might wash 
my hands after I sneeze or 
cough, but I can’t be sure 
the next person whose hand 
I shake has. The inaction of 
my neighbor decreases my 
desire to act effectively.

Second, it is almost 
impossible to measure 
what you prevent and if 
you prevent something, few 
notice.  As McCreary notes 
in the article, in her line of 
work success merely means 
nobody calls: “If you do 
a really good job, nobody 
really notices. They only 
notice when there’s a prob-
lem.”

In conclusion?  When 
elected officials are looking 
at prevention campaigns, 
it is important they realize 
that success may merely 
mean containment of a 
problem. (Smallpox and 
some other cases being 
notable exceptions.)

Despite our best efforts, 
traffic will continue, people 
will contract the flu and 
folks will still slap mosqui-
toes in Virginia Beach. 

So, I’ll keep dumping 
standing water around my 
yard, shaking out tarps and 
tipping plant saucers. And, 
next time a prevention pro-
gram is pitched to me at the 
legislature, I’ll be listening 
carefully to the claims.

Last week I held the first meeting of my Small Business Advi-
sory Council, which includes small-business owners, economists 
and Chambers of Commerce. It’s important for Congress to under-
stand how legislation affects these engines of the American econ-
omy. Small businesses create a large majority of the new jobs in 
our nation and their continued success will help put our economy 
back on track.

I heard from business owners that they are frustrated with some 
of the processes of the Small Business Administration (SBA), par-
ticularly in  regard to their interactions with banks that have made it 
difficult to secure lending. This issue stems from the large amount 
of paperwork which has to be completed for loan origination.

With such a large concentration of defense and government 
facilities in our district, business owners are also concerned with 
current contracting practices and acquisition reform. The prob-
lem develops when it comes to what work may be performed by 
a contractor based on the total cost and benefit to a governmental 
agency. There is a 60-page definition of what those costs and ben-
efits must be.

Many small-business owners expressed serious concern with the 
current state of healthcare and Congressional plans to reform the 
system.

Some have suggested allowing businesses to form co-ops to pool 
risk and reduce costs, something I have been advocating as we 
debate healthcare reform. Many people are unaware that when one 
changes jobs, he or she may be subject to increased premiums or 
denial of coverage with the new employer.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

We had a tornado, 
microburst, or whatever 
you may wish to call it last 
Sunday afternoon in Heritage 
Point that tore us up. It took 
trees down from one end to 
the other that blocked up the 
roads and damaged several 
houses. 

My wife and I had been out 
for a ride that afternoon, but 
by the time that we got home 
about 3 p.m., there were 
folks, residents and others, 
with chainsaws opening up 
the roads.

I couldn’t believe it—
folks like Steve Kingsbury 
of Around To It Construc-
tion, and Johnny and Ava 
Crocker of Crocker’s Bobcat 
and Concrete Service, and 
a lot of other folks that don’t 
live here, shoulder-to-shoul-
der with Heritage Point resi-
dents, working to open up 
our roads. Residents like Jim 
Speiss of River Pools and 
Spas and Danny Fisher of 
Fisher Construction brought 
in their equipment to help.   

Additionally, guys from 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department and the 
Lancaster County Sheriff ’s 
Office were in here helping 
to secure power lines and 
open roads. The fire depart-
ment had contracted with 
folks with excavators and 
loaders to help with some of 
the heavy lifting. 

 On Monday, Northern 
Neck Electric Co-op came in 
with trucks and crews called 
in from Southern Maryland 
Electric Co-op to start reset-
ting poles and re-stringing 
lines. On Monday afternoon, 
Brenda Jackson from the 
Lancaster Tavern brought 
in water and ice-cold water-
melon for everyone  who was 

Great folks make 
this a great place

Over the past 10 months, 
the Northern Neck Free 
health Clinic has seen an 
alarming trend among the 
people coming in for eligibil-
ity screening: no longer are 
those who seek our services 
‘the working poor,’ rather, 
they are now the ‘recently 
unemployed.’

It is heartbreaking to see 
how the current economic cli-
mate is impacting our neigh-
bors. Families who previously 
lacked health insurance now 
also lack income. Everyone is 
struggling to stay afloat, and 
the clinic is struggling too.

 The clinic’s operating 
budget for 2009 is over $1.2 
million. At our current pace, 
we will only raise about 50 
percent of the funds needed to 
meet this budget by the end of 
2009. It is a cruel irony in this 
current economic climate that 
the very services designed to 
get people through hard times 
are the same services most in 
jeopardy.

For every dollar donated in 
2008, the clinic was able to 
leverage $5.10 in health care. 
It is only because of our corps 
of dedicated volunteers that 
we are able to stretch each 
dollar to more than five times 
its value; however, it is only 
through donations that we are 
able to have these dollars to 
stretch.

We understand that times 
are hard for everyone. It is 
this understanding, in fact, 
that led to our creation 16 
years ago. Once again it’s 
time to pull together and think 

Clinic needs help

about those who are even less 
fortunate than we are.

Please, please give gen-
erously. A community that 
comes together in these tough 
times to take care of our most 
vulnerable neighbors is truly 
something to be proud of.

To make a donation, please 
call 804-435-0575; visit our 
website at nnfhc.com; come 
by 51 William B. Graham 
Court in Kilmarnock; or reach 
us by mail at The Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic, P.O. 
Box 1694, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482.

William B. Graham Jr.,
Wicomico Church

The media coverage of 
Michael Jackson’s death 
and funeral has exceeded all 
mores of common propriety: 
it overwhelms the media cov-
erage of Farrah Fawcett and 
other recent deaths of less 
popular icons. It’s tragic, but 
enough is enough.

 First of all, the current 
mess (excuse me: “mass”) 
media no longer reports the 
news that’s too boring to the 
viewing air heads, weaned on 
the pap of Saturday morning 
cartoons and pop-star cul-
ture, the media has decided 
to “make the news, tell the 
rabble what we (the media) 
think is important. You peas-
ants no longer have the intel-
ligence to decide for your-
selves. We will tell  you  what 
to buy, who to vote for, 
and  what to think. Walter 
Cronkite, eat your heart out. 
We no longer have room or 
interest  for your kind of fac-
tual journalism. It’s not inter-
esting and doesn’t sell the 
advertising funding on which 
we suckle.”

But, that’s just my opinion.
Rob Ransone

Wicomico Church

Media to blame

working. 
It’s folks like these and the 

many others lending a hand 
that make the Northern Neck 
a great place to live. 

Ernie Greene
Heritage Point
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Greenpoint Nursery
... an eclectic collection for 

aesthetic reflection.

462-0220

 ... we’re in lovely uptown Lively on Route 3
Tuesday-Saturday 11 - 5                 462-6260

                                            Interior Design

                                        Home Accessories

                  Home Furnishings

                                Gourmet Food & Gifts

the

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

Doubting healthcare reform proposals

Del. Albert Pollard has 
released a statement in response 
to a video clip of his 99th Dis-
trict House of Delegates oppo-
nent, Catherine Crabill, saying 
at a TEA party rally in Nor-
thumberland County July 15 
that, “We have the chance to 
fight this battle at the ballot box 
before we have to resort to the 
bullet box.”

The statement opposing 
actions by the Obama admin-
istration received national 
attention. Since last Thursday, 
a video of Crabill’s remarks 
received more than 37,000 hits 
on YouTube in six days. After 
it was picked up by national 
blogs, it was the subject of 
reports in the Washington Post 
and the Fredericksburg Free 
Lance-Star.

Crabill said the statement 
was used out of context and 
she is not proposing an armed 
revolution.

Pollard said,  “It is particu-
larly disappointing that a major 
party candidate from this 
region wants to use the Consti-
tution as a justification to bully 
and threaten people who don’t 
agree with her.  I won’t let bul-
lies wrap themselves in the flag 
and say that the majority vote is 
somehow not the ‘right type of 
America’ - attempting to scare 
others into doing dangerous 
things. 

“Sadly, what my opponent 
recently spouted is the logi-
cal extreme of the rhetoric in 
Washington and, increasingly, 
Richmond.  It can be a short 
trip from over-heated rhetoric 
to furious anger to absolute 
rage. 

“In short, my opponent 
threatened to overturn the 
ballot box with the bullet box.  
She doesn’t realize the found-
ers turned to the bullet box so 
they could have the right to a 
ballot box. 

 “While some might be sad-
dened for the future of robust 
political debate in this district 
and country, I know that we 
continue to be the best region, 
in the best state, in the best 
country in the world.” 

Crabill responds
Crabill posted a response on 

her website Saturday, expand-
ing on her previous statement.

“Where is the unedited ver-
sion of my speech?” she asked. 
“Are they concerned that 
showing the entire speech with 
everything in context would 
make it less ‘extreme’? Fox and 
The Washington Post edited my 
remarks leaving the impression 
that I’m looking for a fight. 
Nothing could be further from 
the truth.

 “I repeatedly emphasized 
to every inquirer that We the 

People feel no one is standing 
for our freedom, no one is vehe-
mently objecting to the Marxist 
agenda taking hold in so many 
areas of our lives, that our 
elected officials have turned a 
blind eye to these problems and 
refuse to uphold their oath of 
office, which is to protect and 
defend our Constitution. This 
abandonment breeds a hope-
lessness and desperation that 
millions of us now feel.

 “Lending my voice to these 
shared concerns is meant to 
assuage a measure of that grow-
ing anxiety, to offer hope that 
there are patriots out here who 
get it and that the ballot box is 
still the option we must exhaust 
before we begin to think that a 
revolution will solve this. If we 
did degrade into chaos over this 
dangerous infringement on our 
sovereign rights there will be 
no winners. This is not the road 
we wish to take.

 “However our ‘representa-
tives’ need to be put on notice. 
We the People not only have 
the right but in fact the duty to 
throw off such government who 
has betrayed its oath of office 
and the safety and freedom of 
its people. Those ‘representa-
tives’ currently in Washington 
are directly responsible for the 
despicable state of this nation!

“I’d like to know why the 
media doesn’t scrutinize this 

administration, its double-
fisted power grab, its unconsti-
tutional mandates, its selective 
‘bail outs’, its nefarious asso-
ciation with the outrageously 
corrupt organization ACORN, 
its appointment of czars whose 
own declarations range from 
self-professed communist to 
the science czar advocating 
forced abortions! The list goes 
on and on.

 “The American people see 
the corruption, the lies and the 
deception,” said Crabill. “We 
have called, emailed, faxed, 
shouted at our TVs and still our 
‘representatives’ do not listen. 
If my comments serve as the 
wake-up call that we are watch-
ing and are mad as hell, then 
so be it. I don’t know what it’s 
going to take to get their atten-
tion, but they certainly have 
gotten ours with their spineless 
‘defense’ of our liberty.

 “I call on patriots, legal prac-
titioners and scholars every-
where to hold elected officials 
at every level of government 
accountable for the betrayal 
of their oath of office,” Crabill 
said. “This betrayal is called 
treason and it is past time to use 
the full force of public opinion 
and the law to bring justice 
to bear for the sake of We the 
People and all those who suf-
fered and died in the cause of 
our freedom.”

Del. Pollard responds to ‘bullet box’ comment;
candidate Crabill responds to related coverage

(Reprints from the July 23, 
1909, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)

Oysters Destroyed
Investigations made by 

persons who have oysters 
planted in the Eastern Branch 
of the Corrotoman River have 
revealed the fact that the heavy 
rainfall in June and the con-
sequent breaking of two large 
mill dams, have killed nearly 
all the oysters in the upper part 
of these waters. The immense 
quantity of fresh water from 
the mill ponds, with the mud 
and silt brought down with it, 
either killed or ruined the oys-
ters. Captain Davis lost nearly 
2,000 bushels of oysters in this 
way, and some of his neighbors 
not much better.

The Car
With A Reputation

When you buy an automo-
bile or motor-buggy, you want 
one with a reputation—one 
that has been thoroughly tested 
in actual service—one that is 
“Time Tested.”

The Holsman 
Has Stood All Tests

On all kinds of roads—in 
all seasons—in all kinds of 
weather. It won its reputation 
in actual use under the most 
severe conditions of actual ser-
vice. The Holsman is the origi-
nal motor-buggy and is not an 
experimental.

Take a ride with us and see 
for yourself how comfortable, 
dependable, and easy to oper-
ate The Holsman is. We are 
always glad to demonstrate The 
Holsman.

For Sale By J.M. Lyell, Farn-
ham, Va.

Baseball
Irvington defeated Sharp on 

the former’s diamond Saturday 
last.

The Lancaster baseball team 
has secured Joe Mayfield, for-
merly of the New York league, 
to play with them this summer. 
It is now up to the teams chal-
lenging Lancaster to be in the 
best trim possible.

Weems
Mrs. C. O. Brooks and little 

daughter, Elsie, spent several 
days visiting relatives here this 
week.

John Gaines has been quite 
sick, but is now improved.

Emory Currell left Monday 
with Miss Lois Hayward, to 
spend a month at Colonial 
Beach.

Baptist Aid Society next 
Wednesday night at the home 
of Mrs. R. L. Bryant.

Ocran
Miss Nina Bellows is visit-

ing friends at Forester, Va.
Mrs. W. J. Cornelius was 

called to Fairport Friday to the 
bedside of her mother, Mrs. 
Henry Robertson, who is quite 
sick.

Steamer Froelich, while off 
New Point Saturday encoun-
tered some obstruction, break-
ing her shaft and stern post 
and losing her wheel. She was 
towed to the works by Steamer 

Potomac, but is now undergo-
ing repairs in Norfolk.

Lively
R. O. Norris has returned 

home after a week’s stay in Bal-
timore, bringing back with him 
a handsome automobile.

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Scott and 
son, of Fredericksburg, are now 
spending this week with the lat-
ter’s parents here.

W. J. Barker and family have 
moved into their new mansion.

Mrs. W. J. Barker was called 
to the bedside of her father at 
Ocran one day last week.

Miss Carrie Norris is now 
attending the Summer Normal 
at Fredericksburg.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

Pick Up A Copy Today!

YOUR LETTERS

The U.S. House of Represen-
tative’s healthcare overhaul bill 
will include a blue-ribbon com-
mission through the U.S. Insti-
tute of Medicine, whoever they 
are. The blue-ribbon Medicare 
commission will adjust rates 
paid to doctors and hospitals 
to provide incentives for better 
quality care at lower cost. 

How will lower payments to 
doctors and hospitals provide 
an incentive for better quality 
care? The House bill, still in 
draft form, is over 1,000 pages. 
It is difficult to see how it will 
make health care more stream-
lined and cost effective when 
you add 1,000 pages of legisla-
tion and blue-ribbon commis-
sions to the mix.

The stated goal of the health-
care overhaul is to hold down 
the rapidly rising costs of medi-
cal care and provide insurance 
coverage for the nearly 46 mil-
lion Americans who lack it. 
How can you hold down the 
costs and insure 46 million 
more people? You provide less 
of it to each person. This means 
rationing care, reducing reim-
bursement rates and increasing 
costs to Medicare-eligible indi-
viduals. 

Part of the bill would reduce 
Medicare payments by hundreds 
of billions of dollars in order to 
pay part of the $1.5 trillion cost. 

The House version will include 
a government-run public health 
insurance plan to compete with 
private insurers. A question is: 
how can a private plan compete 
with a government-run plan 
that is subsidized by the taxpay-
ers to the tune of $1.5  trillion?  

To help in understanding the 
concept of $1 trillion, if you 
piled $1,000 bills on top of 
each other to create $1 trillion, 
the stack would be 67 miles 
high.

The only chance this piece of 
legislation has to pass is speed. 
The more people learn about 
it, the more opposition there 
will be. If you own or work for 
a small business, this bill will 
have a dramatic adverse affect 
on your business or your job. 
If you are on Medicare (over 
65), look for extreme cuts in 
medical services and rationing 
of care. Check it out; you only 
need to read 1,018 pages. The 
Congressional Budget Office 
has said the bill will not save 
money and will still leave some 
33 million people uninsured,

The Senate is working on 
a similar measure. Call Sen. 
Webb at 202-224-4024 and 
Sen. Warner at 202-224-2023 
to let them know how you feel 
about this issue.

Clyde Warner
White Stone

Kabul is half way around 
the world from the North-

ern Neck and in many ways it 
could not be more different. 
Over a mile high in elevation 
and arid, the thin, dry and 
dusty air is a bit difficult to 
get used to as are the crowded 
broken streets with six lanes 
of weaving traffic where there 
are meant to be four. 

The effects of nearly 30 
years of war are being repaired 
and covered over in a chaotic 
fashion thanks to the relative 
peace of the past couple of 
years, and if it were not for 
all the AK-47s and the ever 
present machine gun mounted 
vehicles, the place would look 
just like any other broken 
down third-world city.

We live with constant 
security precautions, but the 
organization I am working 
with has the best security 
system I’ve seen. Low key is 
the guiding principle, and our 
vehicles blend right in to the 
local traffic, unlike the bright 
white logo covered vehicles 
with huge radio antennas and 
armed guards used by most of 
the other foreign aid agencies 
here. In a world where the big-
gest threat is from improvised 
explosive devices and truck 
bombs, being nearly invisible 
is very comforting.

American military patrols 
are a rare sight as the capital 
is patrolled almost exclusively 
by Afghan police. Most of the 
fighting is taking place well to 
the south and east, and there 
have been no violent conflicts 
in Kabul during the two weeks 
I have been here. Presiden-
tial elections are coming in 
August so the level of tension 
is beginning to rise in the city 
as the Taliban would like to 
disrupt the process.  

I’ve come to Afghanistan as 
part of the U.S. foreign assis-
tance effort.  My job is to work 
with the Ministry of Public 
Health to improve the func-
tioning of hospitals across the 
country. Much to my surprise, 
the hospitals in Kabul which 
serve a population of five mil-
lion people have been largely 
bypassed by foreign aid. As the 
provinces have been the scene 
of most of the conflict, most of 
the massive relief efforts in the 
health sector have been aimed 
outside of Kabul. It seems to 
be an ironic example of being 

punished for good behavior. 
I have worked in some of 

the poorest countries in the 
third world, and the challenges 
facing the Kabul hospitals are 
some of the most difficult I’ve 
seen. The biggest problem is 
the lack of medicines and sup-
plies and the reality that even 
the poorest of patients must go 
to outside pharmacies to pur-
chase needed items in order 
to receive treatment. The most 
heart-breaking example is the 
Children’s Hospital. This 300-
bed facility receives only $200 
worth of medicines per month 
from the Afghan government.  

It is easy to forget that there 
are many other forms of ill-
ness and injury in a country 
at war. The hospital’s intensive 
care unit is filled to capacity 
with children suffering terri-
bly. Many were pedestrians hit 
by cars. In a perverse way it 
seems that the more fortunate 
were those in comas.  The sad 
truth is that pain is not relieved 
and life cannot always be 
saved when no one has the 
money for medicines. 

The city’s hospitals for 
adults are not any better. One 
exception is the maternity 
hospital. With the highest rate 
of death during childbirth in 
the world, resources have been 
coming in from the U.S. mili-
tary and U.S. and foreign aid 
organizations to this beacon 
of hope.  

Due to past experience, I 
know what it is like to try and 
treat the desperately ill and 
injured when there are few 
resources. The daily unending 
burden of being largely help-
less to do anything about the 
pain and suffering can make 
even the most saintly health 
worker numb and seemingly 
uncaring. One of the big-
gest jobs here is to help the 
Afghan doctors and nurses 
regain hope as they try to do 
the impossible. 

Editor’s note: Greg Becker 
is a full-time resident of Reed-
ville where he lives with his 
new bride, Amalia Bruchez, 
a nurse at RGH. He has 
been a consultant in hospital 
management and national 
health policy in the U.S. and 
in 30 other countries. He will 
be working on hospitals in 
Afghanistan making quarterly 
month-long visits over the 
next year. 

Letter from Afganistan
by Greg Becker

This mother and her desperately ill child escaped 
the violence in Kandahar only to find that the Kabul 
Children’s Hospital didn’t have the medical device 
needed for his treatment.
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Special Thanks to Grayson Smith, Auctioneer

CAPINNÉ

The following Donors truly CAPINNÉ (Care About People In the Northern Neck.)  
Please support the businesses and extend your thanks to the individuals who made this night possible.

A & M Auto and Truck Repair
A Tyme 4 Me Massage
Adventure Travel LTD
All Seasons Travel
American Standard Insurance Agency, Inc.
Athena Vineyards & Winery
Sharon Bagnall
Bank of Lancaster
Bay Auto Service Inc.
Bay Design Group
Bay Etching & Imprinting, Inc.
Ralph Baylor
Big L Tire
Bill’s Body Shop
Bobby’s Marine
Marty & Barbara Bowling
Sue Broadway
Brocante Home
Buenos Nachos
Burke’s Jewelers
Car Wash Cafe’
Carl E. Failmezger, Attorney at Law
Carousel Physical Therapy
Chainey Custom Construction
Charles Pruett & Assoc.
Charlotte’s
Chem-Dry of the Northern Neck
Chesapeake Bank
Chesapeake Boat Basin
Chesapeake & Crescent
Chris &  Donna Kelley
Christopher & Burgess
Christchurch School
Claiborne’s Farm
Coffman’s on the Coast
Comforts of Country
Comtel Wireless
Country Cottage
Creek Fever Art and Custom Framing
Curry & Curry Pottery
Cuttin Up Salon
Dehnert, Clark & Co., PC
Delmarva Septic Solutions, Inc.
Dixie Deli
Earth Resources
Eubank & Son, Inc.
EVB
Family Chiropractic
Farm & Home Supply
Fore U Car Wash
Foxy in Kilmarnock
Freeport Technologies

Get & Zip
Thomas A. & Carol Gosse
Gone to the Dogs
Greenpoint Nursery
Hair Design Studio
John J. Hankey, Jr.
Harvey’s Tree Service
Heads Up Hairworks, Inc.
Higher Health Foods
HS Printing
Hubbard Insurance
Hubbard, Terry & Britt
Jett’s Hardware
Jett’s Marine, Inc.
Don & Liz Kennedy
Khaki’s of Irvington
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery Booth 125
Kilmarnock Furniture Store
Kilmarnock Inn
Kilmarnock Lettering
Kilmarnock Planing Mill
Kilmarnock Toy Store
Kilmarnock, Irvington, White Stone Rotary   
    Foundation
King’s Cleaning Service
Kreidler Design/The Perfect Touch
Lamberth Building Materials of 
    White Stone
Lancaster Auto and Marine Service
Patt Lawler
Lawler Real Estate
Lee’s Restaurant
Lester’s Barber Shop
Liberty at Compass Quay

Lipscombe Furniture, TV App. & Gifts 
Lively Creations
Lively Drug Co., Inc.
Lowe’s
Mac’s Auto World
Main Street Pharmacy
Marianne Henderson
Mary Ball Washington Museum
Merle Norman Cosmetics
Floyd & Linda Morris
Moubray Company
Neal & Nickel Wealth Management
Don Nelson
Mary Beth Nelson
Newsome’s Restaurant
Dr. Michael Nickerson, DDS
Noblett Appliances
Noblett-Ware-Peoples
Tom Norris
Northern Neck Bottling Company
Northern Neck Insurance Co.
Northern Neck Marine, Inc.
Northern Neck Wireless
Nunnally’s Floors and Decorating
Office Supply of the Northern Neck
Old Orchard Construction
Oogywawas, Good Eats and Spirits
Organiclad, LLC
Steuart &  K.K. Painter
Party Line - Rappahannock Rentals
Picture Me
Pizza Hut of Kilmarnock
Pure N’ Simple Family Chiropractic
Ransone’s Lawn Care & Maint., Inc.

Rappahannock Hang-ups, Inc.
Rappahannock Record
Rappahannock Tractor Co.
Rappahannock General Hospital
Reedville Fishermen’s Museum
Gregory T. Rehak
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern/
    Heathsville’s Forge Blacksmith’s Guild 
Rittenhouse Salon
River Market
Riverland Insurance
Rocket Billy’s
Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd
Sal’s Italian Pizza
Samuel C. Nuckols, Architect
Sara Brown Salon 
Sevarg Pools
Shafiya Eve-Healing Energetics
Shear Pleasure Hair Salon
Dick &  Alice Slember
Sports Centre Ltd
Steamboat Framing
Subway
Tartan Golf Club
The Bay Window
The Book Nook
The Earth Store
The Highlander Studios
The Historical Lancaster Tavern 
    Restaurant, LLC
The Nail Nook
The Oaks Restaurant
The Renaissance Shop
The Shoe Store
The Tides Inn
Sonny & Joan Thomas
Tri Star
Tommy’s Restaurant
Turney & Turney Designers Builders, Inc.
Veney’s Heating and Air Conditioning
Visiting Angels - Living Assistance 
    Services
W. F. Booth & Sons
White Stone Wine and Cheese
Representative Robert Wittman
Whitten Brothers, Inc. Chrysler-Jeep- 
    Dodge-Mazda
Works of Heart
Yankee Point Sailboat Marina
YMCA

H A R R I S O N B U R G — A 
Rockingham County Circuit 
Court judge on Tuesday sen-
tenced former wrestling coach 
Ben Hunter to five years in 
prison with four and a-half 
years suspended for indecent 
liberties of a 14-year-old Lan-
caster Middle School athlete 
during a team trip to Harrison-
burg in 2004.

According to a court official, 
the judge followed sentencing 
guidelines and included three 
years supervised probation of 
Hunter. 

In Lancaster County Circuit 
Court July 7, another judge 
found Hunter not guilty on 30 
felony counts related to the 
same teen. The charges ranged 
from distributing steroids to 
abuse of a child. However, the 
judge convicted him of felony 
failure to appear and misde-
meanor failure to appear stem-
ming from charges that Hunter 
skipped bail in 2005 and lived 

HEATSHVILLE—A 17-year 
old of Hague was taken into 
custody July 13 by Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s Office 
and charged by Juvenile Peti-
tions with armed robbery, use of 
a firearm in the commission of a 
felony, grand larceny, and wear-
ing a mask to conceal identity 
in public, according to Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins.

The juvenile was transported 
to the Merrimac Juvenile Deten-
tion Center pending a detention 
hearing.

The robbery was reported by 
the clerk of the Callao Stop-In 
at 10:31 p.m. March 22, said 
Wilkins. She reported that a 
lone male wearing a mask and 
carrying a shotgun had taken 
an undisclosed amount of cash 
from the register before fleeing 
on foot.

In other developments, the 

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks informa-
tion regarding the theft of a 
television as well as a wanted 
person.

On May 29, law enforcement 
officers took a report of a stolen 
65-inch Mitsubishi Flat Screen 
TV on Richtown Road in the 
Merry Point community. Seen 
in the area was a small white 
car occupied by three males.

Matthew Phillip Boyd, 24, 
is wanted for failure to appear 
in Lancaster Juvenile and 
Domestic Court March 24. He 
is described as a black male 
with black hair and brown 
eyes, 5-feet 9-inches tall, 
weighing 175 pounds. His last 
known address was 8848 Jessie 
Dupont Memorial Highway 
near  Kilmanock. 

Report information regarding 
the stolen TV or Matthew Boyd 
at 462-7463. Callers remain 
anonymous. Information useful 
to law enforcement could earn 
a reward up to $1,000.

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett brought 
charges against eleven individu-
als last week.
Felonies

Patricia A. Clark, 51, of James 
Wharf Road was charged July 
19 on Westmoreland warrants 
for credit card theft (felony), 
credit card fraud, four counts of 
computer fraud and one count of 
identity theft.  

Dekota Boyd, 21, of Morattico 
Road was charged July 21 with 
grand larceny.
Misdemeanors
A Hopewell man, 23, was 

charged July 14 with public 
drunkenness.

A Venable Drive woman, 35, 
was charged July 14 on an Acco-
mac warrant for issuing a bad 
check.

A Kilmarnock area man, 43, 
was charged July 15 with public 
drunkenness.

A Pinckardsville Road man, 
44, was charged July 17 with 
assault and battery.

A Lara Road man, 32, was 
charged July 17 with contempt of 
Gloucester court. 

A Hayes man, 29, was charged 
July 18 with issuing a bad check.

A Courthouse Road woman, 
18, was charged July 18 with 
domestic assault and battery. 

A Western Branch Road man, 
49, was charged July 19 with 
issuing two bad checks.
A Taylors Creek Road man, 18, 

was charged July 19 with petit 
larceny. 
Activity report

July 13: Staff checked on the 
well-being of an Ottoman Ferry 
Road resident at the request of 
an out-of-town friend who was 
aware of the severe storm on July 
12 and notified Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT) 
of a downed tree blocking Carl-
son Road. Staff responded to the 
area of Scott Road and Hadlea 
Drive on a complaint of a possi-
ble rabid raccoon and with Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) 
to an attempted suicide in the 
1600 block of Windmill Point 
Road.

July 14:  Staff notified VDOT 
of a downed tree blocking 
Chownings Ferry Road, received 
a report of an attempted residen-
tial burglary on Skye Drive and 
responded to the Corrotoman-
By-The-Bay subdivision on a 
complaint of sightseers to the 
storm damage interfering with 
emergency repair crews (access 
to the subdivision was limited to 
property owners and utility work 
crews).

July 15: Staff received a 
destruction of property report 
on Ottoman Ferry Road and 
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance at the Lancaster Post 
Office, to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Campbell Road, to 
a domestic assault in the 16500 
block of Mary Ball Road, to 
a civil complaint involving a 
vehicle repossession on Chestnut 
Grove Lane and with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a domestic assault on James B. 
Jones Highway.

July 16:  Staff responded to a 
trespass complaint in the 3200 
block of White Chapel Road, with 
KPD to a domestic disturbance 
in the 16500 block of Mary Ball 
Road (mental health emergency 
involved) and with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle 
accident near Chinns Mill. Staff 
received a report of credit card 
theft from a Whites Lane resident 
and checked on the well-being of 

Sheriff reports two arrests following investigations
Northumberland County Sher-
iff’s Office arrested Michael 
Anderson Crockett, A.K.A. 
“Jay,” 24, of Chestnut Point 
Road in Lancaster, as a result of 
July 5 shootings at a residence 
on Georgetown Road.

The charges include two 
counts of malicious wounding, 
two counts of use of a firearm 
in the commission of a felony, 
and one count of possession of 
a firearm by a convicted felon. 
All charges are felonies.

Officers from Northumber-
land and Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Offices responded to a fight in 
progress call which came into the 
Lancaster County dispatch center 
at 3:57 a.m. July 5. While respond-
ing, a second call was received 
of two people being shot. Both 
victims had been transported to 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
(RGH) by private vehicle before 

officers arrived.
The investigation revealed 

that Jarrel Andra Newton, 24, 
of Warsaw had been shot in the 
left forearm and Kevin Maurice 
Dameron, 29, of Farnham Road, 

had been shot in the right thigh, 
said Sheriff Wilkins. Dameron 
was treated and released from 
RGH and Newton was trans-
ported to MCV Hospital for 
surgery.

Ben Hunter sentenced
in Rockingham County

by Audrey Thomasson as a fugitive until his capture 
last year in Arizona.

Hunter, 42, faces charges 
related to the same youth in 
Virginia Beach. That trial is 
scheduled for August 17.

SHERIFFS’ REPORT
an Oak Hill Road resident at the 
request of a concerned out-of-
town family member.

July 17:  Staff responded to 
a reported mental health emer-
gency on Crystal Lane, to a 
motorist’s report of two men 
fighting near Chesapeake Drive, 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Lara Road, to a traffic accident 
at the Lively Post Office and with 
VSP to an overturned vehicle 
accident near Chases Road. Staff 
notified VDOT of a downed tree 
blocking the roadway near White 
Chapel and River roads, received 
a report of the theft of wheels 
from a van in the 2000 block of 
Morattico Road, received a resi-
dential burglary report on Fair-
weather Lane, notified Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC) of an oil spill caused 
by the sinking of a 36-foot boat 
in Greenvale Creek and checked 
on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed). 

July 18:  Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Carter 
Lane, to a domestic assault in 
the 9500 block of Courthouse 
Road, to a concerned citizen’s 
report of a suspicious man with 
a small child walking on Ocran 
Road towards Mary Ball Road, 
to the King Carter Golf Course 
on a complaint of several chil-
dren vandalizing property and to 
a complaint of several suspicious 
vehicles in the 9900 block of 
Courthouse Road (subjects look-
ing for a party).

July 19: Staff assisted Nor-
thumberland authorities involved 
with several traffic stops on 
Crawfords Corner Road.

July 20:  Staff received a walk-
in complaint of an assault on 
Twin Branch Road, responded to 
a suspicious vehicle complaint on 
Corrotoman Drive and responded 
to a suspicious telephone call 
complaint on Lara Road.

July 21: Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance in the 8300 
block of Mary Ball Road.

Staff also conducted 14 traf-
fic stops last week, issued six 
summonses, assisted two motor-
ists, reported six deer strikes, 
performed traffic control twice, 
investigated seven building 
alarms, processed one mental 
health order and transported 
four prisoners. Animal control 
responded to two calls for ser-
vice.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department performed an 
AMS assist on Weems Road and 
responded to a deer strike on East 
Church Street.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a traffic accident near Chinns 
Mill Road and a hazmat spill on 
Greenvale Creek.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic accident near Chases 
Road, assisted in a med-evac 
in the 1000 block of Irvington 
Road and a special assignment in 
Weems.

Emergency Services 1 
responded to a hazmat spill at 
Windmill Point railway and on 
Yankee Point Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
reported charges against 11 indi-
viduals last week. 
Felonies

Robert J. Blackwell, 54, of 
Lottsburg was charged July 14 
on Richmond County warrants 
with a felony and a misdemeanor 
count of probation violation.

Michael T. Redmond, 44, of 
Heathsville was charged July 17 
with a Circuit Court probation 
violation.

Tyrone Michael Waddy, 29, of 
Hayes was charged July 18 with 
writing three bad checks in the 
amounts of $50.34, $11.88 and 
$16.03 to a Wicomico area busi-
ness.
Misdemeanors

A Melfa man, 38, was charged 
July 15 with trespassing on pri-
vate property.

A Weems man, 26, was 
charged July 17 on a fugitive 
warrant for failure to appear in a 
Maryland Court.

A Heathsville man, 46, was 
charged July 17 with assault and 
battery.

An Ophelia man, 27, was 
charged July 17 with assault and 
battery.

A Callao man, 20, was charged 
July 17 with assault and battery of 
a family or household member.

A Gloucester woman, 32, was 
charged July 19 with appearing 
intoxicated in public.

A Heathsville woman, 22, was 
charged July 19 with assault and 
battery.

A Burgess woman, 21, was 
charged July 20 with assault and 
battery.
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