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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
The Downburst of July 2009
Video and slideshow coverage of the July 12 
downburst are featured at RRecord.com.
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Just like in the movie “Twister,” there was little warning for residents of 
Lancaster County before a destructive downburst hit on Sunday after-

noon. 
There were no severe thunderstorm watches in effect Sunday, according 

to Bill Sammler with the National Weather Service. In fact, there was only 
a 20 percent chance of rain that day. 

The first warning for parts of Essex, Richmond, Northumberland, Lan-
caster and Middlesex counties was issued at 2:13 p.m. A second warning 
was issued by the weather service at 2:48 p.m. for parts of Lancaster, Mid-
dlesex and Mathews counties. 

The storm, which originated in lower Caroline County, smacked Lan-
caster at about 3 p.m., knocking down trees and power lines from Morattico 
in the north along the Rappahannock River to White Stone in the south. 

“Conditions were just right,” said Sammler. “It’s hard to know ahead 
of time whether a storm is going to be severe enough,” for this kind of 
damage. 

A cold front moving northeast collided with warmer air, a typical sce-
nario for a strong storm. 

“It certainly wasn’t anything anticipated widespread,” said Sammler. “But 
there were several areas that had severe weather.”

The storm, which caused damage in Essex, Richmond and Lancaster 
counties, weakened as it went down the river. 

Winds that were unofficially clocked at nearly 80 miles per hour in upper 
Lancaster County had weakened to 31 miles per hour at Stingray Point off 
Windmill Point, according to Sammler. 

With minimal warning, 
storm smacks Lancaster

by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

Bill Wellener of Chesterfield clears trees from his family home in Heritage Point following a downburst July 12.  
View a related slideshow and video coverage at RRecord.com. Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong

LANCASTER—No one was 
injured Sunday afternoon when a 
powerful “downburst” with high 
winds, large hail and driving rain left 
a path of hurricane-like destruction in 
Lancaster County.

At around 3 p.m., a strong storm, 
which originated after a cold front 
from the northeast collided with 
warmer air, moved down the Rappa-
hannock River from its origination 
in lower Caroline County. The storm, 
which National Weather Service 
meteorologist Bill Sammler calls a 
downburst, brought with it winds of 
nearly 80 miles per hour. 

Sammler said a downburst is cre-
ated by an area of significantly rain-
cooled air that, after hitting ground 
level, spreads out in all directions pro-
ducing strong winds. Unlike winds in 
a tornado, winds in a downburst are 

Weston Conley of Morattico surveys damage done to his neighbor Pat 
McGee’s car in Sunday’s storm. McGee lost three cars on her property. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

No injuries as downburst cuts path through county
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi straight-lined and are directed out-

wards from the point where it hits land 
or water. It is similar to a microburst, 
but covers a larger area and lasts 
longer, he said.

Sammler said damage from a down-
burst can be as severe as that from a 
tornado. 

Lancaster County supervisors 
declared a state of emergency at 7:15 
p.m. Sunday. 

In Lancaster County, between $2.75 
and $3 million worth of damage to 28 
homes was reported by emergency 
services director Scott Hudson. That 
estimate does not include damage 
to personal property such as boats, 
boathouses, automobiles, garages and 
sheds. 

Thousands of trees were downed 
and nearly 100 electric poles fell or 
were snapped.

Although damage was reported 
throughout the county, the hardest 

hit area was along River Road (Route 
354), specifically in the Corrotoman 
by the Bay and Heritage Point subdi-
visions, said Hudson. 

Of the 28 homes damaged, two 
were deemed uninhabitable by the 
building inspector, six received major 
damage, 18 minimal damage and two 
were listed as effected. The ratings 
from totally destroyed to effected 
are reported to the state along with 
the state of emergency declaration to 
help residents in the event any federal 
assistance is available. 

Following the storm, some 5,500 
customers of Virginia Dominion 
Power and Northern Neck Electric 
Cooperative (NNEC) were without 
power. 

Virginia Dominion had 2,700 cus-
tomers from Fredericksburg to Lan-
caster without power, most for 24 
hours, while Northern Neck Electric 

STORM, continued on page A2

HEATHSVILLE—The Northum-
berland board of supervisors last week 
unanimously approved a request by 
Wayne Burgess to put a private stor-
age building on his property on Coan 
Church Road in Lottsburg. 

Burgess’s neighbors, Becky and Tom 
Bowles, strongly objected to the request 
during a public hearing in June. They 
said Burgess’s plans to use the building 
to store and work on semi trucks and 
tractor trailers is not compatible with the 
surrounding residential neighborhood. 

The county’s approval last week 
stipulates that the storage building be 
for personal use exclusively. Should 
Burgess use the property commer-
cially in any way, he must seek Virginia 
Department of Transportation approval 
for the entrance and health department 
approval for septic and water, in addi-
tion to complying with the county’s 
zoning ordinance, said zoning adminis-
trator W.H. Shirley. 

“We bought this property in May 
1995 with the intention of building a 
house and a storage unit on it,” Burgess 
said. 

The house was never built and the 
proposed 4,800-square-foot building 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northum-
berland board of supervisors last week 
told Quarles to find a different location 
for its petroleum and propane storage 
facility. 

The company had proposed a site 
just north of the county’s waste transfer 
center on Route 200 near Kilmarnock. 

“I would like to see a facility of this 
type in the county,” said chairman 
Ronnie Jett. “But I’m not a hundred 
percent convinced on the location. I 
don’t want to discourage you from 
doing business in Northumberland 
County, but you need to find another 
site.”

IRVINGTON—Town support of the Steam-
boat Era Museum was debated for the second 
consecutive month at last Thursday’s council 
meeting. 

Raising what he called a “budget concern,” 
councilman Jimmie Lee Crockett told council 
the museum is in need of operational funds, 
and made a motion that the town’s $15,000 con-
tribution be made this month in a lump sum, 
rather than in the three previously agreed upon 
installments.

“I would like to see it all done at one time 
because the museum needs it,” said Crockett. 

The motion was seconded by councilman 
Bill Evans, who said he was not necessarily in 
support of the motion, but would like to open 

Seeking removal of pilot house, town expedites museum funding
by Alex Haseltine the question to council comments.

Following a brief discussion of options for 
linking town support of the museum to actual 
occupancy tax revenues, councilman Gene 
Edmonds raised the issue of the Potomac pilot 
house, an original portion of the Chesapeake 
Bay steamboat that is stored on town property 
adjacent to the museum. 

Evans suggested the town place a stipulation 
on the donation, requiring the removal of the 
pilot house before the funds are released.

“They need to get it out of there, period,” said 
Evans, who then attempted to amend the motion 
including the condition that the pilot house and 
a shed covering it be removed before any funds 
are appropriated.

Mayor Alex Fleet said that with a motion on 
the table, no amended motions would be heard 

until the first was addressed, and forced a vote. 
The motion failed four to two, with Crockett 
and Ranny Ransone supporting, and Kathleen 
Pollard, Robert Westbrook, Edmonds and Evans 
opposing.

Following the failed motion, Ransone sug-
gested the council provide the museum with 
$7,500, half of the budgeted funds, immedi-
ately and release the remaining funds once the 
pilot house and shed are removed, seeking what 
he called a “middle ground.”

The motion was seconded by Evans and car-
ried unanimously. Following the vote, West-
brook attempted to bring up some other unre-
lated council business, but was cut short when 
Mayor Fleet abruptly got up from table and left 
the town office.

“As far as I am concerned this meeting is 

adjourned,” said Fleet.
According to museum board president Rich-

ard Wilson, full restoration of the pilot house is 
still the ultimate goal, but could cost upwards of 
$200,000. In the meantime, the pilot house will 
be sealed in plastic and moved temporarily to pri-
vate property, hopefully within 30 days, he said.

“We have some friends locally who said we 
can leave it on their property,” said Wilson.

Town funding of the museum was reduced in 
the 2009-10 budget from $30,000 to $15,000 
following heated citizen and council debate 
at recent hearings. Despite the reduction, and 
recently added conditions, museum executive 
director Terri Thaxton was grateful for any con-
tribution from the town. 

“We are happy for any support we receive,” 
said Thaxton.

Supervisors tell gas distributor 
to keep looking for storage site

Board allows storage facility to occupy uninhabited ag parcel

by Reid Pierce Armstrong Quarles engineer Craig McBrian said 
the main reason for the application is to 
allow Quarles “to be a full service fuel 
provider for the community.” He said 
Quarles currently has limited space for 
storage at its plant in Lancaster. 

The plan called for two 30,000-gallon 
propane storage tanks, each about 
25 feet high and 10 feet in diam-
eter. Future plans would include eight 
20,000-gallon tanks of petroleum stor-
age and unleaded and diesel pumps for 
personal vehicles. 

The board heard objections from 
half a dozen residents, including John 
Kelley, who cited concerns about leak-

 STORAGE, continued on page A2

by Reid Pierce Armstrong would be the only structure on the lot. 
“The main purpose for the storage 

building is to store antique cars and 
tractors,” Burgess said. 

Complicating the issue is Burgess’s 
own admission that he also plans to use 
the property to work on his trucking 

company’s equipment and to store trail-
ers that belong to the company.

Zoning administrator W.H. Shir-
ley said that this is a “gray area” 
and he would have to consult with 
the county attorney regarding the 
legality of such use. 

Burgess claims that the trailers haul 
primarily agricultural products and 
therefore fall under the current zoning 
regulations for agricultural property. 

“This is not going to be a truck termi-
nal,” he said. “Most of our drivers leave 
in the morning from their yard. They 
don’t come to the facility.”

In their testimony to the board, neigh-
bor Becky Bowles said: “We built our 
house off the road for peace and quiet. 
I never in my life thought somebody 
would bring a building or a business 
that big a quarter mile off the road.” 

“You don’t know how much this 
thing has hurt us,” she said. 

The county will also require that 
Burgess erect a 14-foot privacy fence, 
which must be pre-approved by the 
zoning department.

“Too many times when we require 
screening, people have gone and put 
up metal siding from a barn that looks 
worse than what was there before,” 
Shirley said. 

No inoperable vehicles will be 
allowed outside the storage building 
and no excess material may be dumped 
on the property, Shirley added. 

“I am crying for Becky and Tom,” 
said friend Porter Kier of Lottsburg fol-
lowing the public hearing. “They are 

good people. I commend you on your 
efforts to protect them, but this situation 
would not have happened if there were 
better zoning laws.”

Lee Allain of Lottsburg said this is 
an example of why the board needs to 
revise the county’s zoning code. In a 
letter dated June 29, Allain wrote:

“Unfortunately, Mr. Burgess’s truck 
depot is slated for a lot subdivided 
from an old farm and sits between 
other lots that have been developed 
as residential.  His tank trucks are 
now sitting right adjacent to a very 
attractive home owned by Tom and 
Becky Bowles . . . Certainly in this 
case, zoning that made sense when 
the original farm was still whole and 
active, does not make sense today 
after farm subdivision into lots that 
have been used for residences.”

The Northumberland planning com-
mission is in the process of reviewing 
the county’s zoning code and the uses 
allowed in each district. 

The overhaul process has been met 
with resistance by some citizens who 
oppose any change to the zoning code. 

The next commission meeting will 
be held tonight, July 16, at 7 p.m. in the 
general district courtroom at 39 Judicial 
Place in Heathsville. 
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Holiday Cruises 2009-2010

Holly Jolly

Four Holiday Cruises to celebrate the 
season with all the decorations, food, 

music, & traditions.
Make this holiday one to cherish–
memories are forever!

Prinsendam   Dec. 21-Jan. 4
Westerdam     Dec. 20-27
Zuiderdam     Dec. 23-Jan. 2
Maasdam        Dec. 28-Jan. 8

Stop by or give us a call for additional information 
on these fun holiday cruises.

www.citravel.com · kilmarnock@citravel.com

Princess® Balcony Bonanza
Free balcony upgrades for savings up to $1,100 per couple**,

on select 2010 cruises.

For information or  
reservations, call

(804) 435-2666

ACT NOW 
Don’t miss this chance to get

 your own balcony view on 

spectacular Princess 

escapes in 2010! 

Enjoy a free upgrade** to a balcony stateroom on a wide selection
of cruises to amazing destinations around the world in 2010. Whether 
you visit the sun-drenched Caribbean, explore the unforgettable 
Panama Canal, or sail to the beautifully exotic destinations of  
Australia and Asia you will experience the friendly service for which 
Princess is renowned.
BALCONY BONANZA RATES:
Amazon River from $2695*

Australia from $1795*

Caribbean from $669*

   Hawaii from $2299*

   Mexican Riviera from $649*

   Panama Canal from $1449*

Alaska CruiseTour 11-Days from $1137*

Asia                        15-Days from $799*

Caribbean               7-Days from $449*

  Hawaii               14-Days from $1299*

  Mexican Riviera 7-Days from  $399*

  Panama Canal    10-Days from  $799*

HOTTEST DEALS 2009 FALL/WINTER SAILINGS

*Fares in USD, per person, based on dbl occupancy cruise & cruisetour only, subject to availability, capacity 
controlled, may be limited by residency, and may expire. Gov’t fees/taxes addt’l. Princess reserves the right 
to impose a fuel supplement of up to $9 pp per day on all passengers if the NYMEX oil  price exceeds $70 per 
barrel, even if the fare has already been paid in full. **Free Balcony upgrades applies to select 2010 sailings 
only on a space-available basis. Offer applies to the first two passengers in a stateroom. Restrictions apply. 
Ships of Bermudan and British registry.
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LANCASTER.–Ryiah Car-
rier, 23, of Kilmarnock remains 
in intensive care at MCV in 
Richmond this week after being 
seriously injured in a three-
vehicle crash Friday, July 10, in 
Lancaster County.

Her injuries are considered 
life-threatening, according to 
Virginia State Police public 
relations manager Corinne 
Geller.

The accident occurred near 
the intersection of Route 3 and 
Regina Road around 8:10 a.m. 
Friday morning, Geller said. 

According to a report filed 
by Senior Trooper T.H. Smith, 

a 1989 Ford F-150 pickup 
truck was westbound on Route 
3 when it rear-ended a 2006 
Chevrolet Impala that had 
stopped to make a left turn. 
The impact of the crash caused 
the driver of the Ford to swerve 
to the left, cross the centerline 
and sideswipe the eastbound 
1999 Jeep Wrangler driven by 
Carrier. Carrier lost control, 
which caused her vehicle to 
run off the road and overturn 
two times.

The driver of the Impala, 
Ernest Giddings, 72, of Heaths-
ville, was transported by ambu-
lance to Rappahannock Gen-

eral Hospital in Kilmarnock for 
treatment of minor injuries. He 
was wearing a safety belt.

The driver of the pickup 
truck, Wade Johnson, 25, of 
Gloucester, was not injured in 
the crash. He has been charged 
with reckless driving, driving 
on a suspended license, having 
improper registration, not 
having insurance and failing to 
buckle up.

Carrier is the daughter of 
Lloyd Carrier of Tappahannock 
and Dori McEathron of Lively. 
Carrier and her mother work 
for building contractor Neil D. 
Fridenstine.

Kilmarnock woman is in intensive
care following three-vehicle accident

LANCASTER—A judge last 
week found Ben Walter Hunter 
not guilty on 30 felony counts 
ranging from distribution of an 
illegal substance to endangering 
the welfare of a child.

However, he found the former 
volunteer wrestling coach guilty 
on one felony and one misde-
meanor charge of failure to appear 
after  Hunter  skipped bond in 
2005 and remained a fugitive 
until his capture in Arizona last 
year by U.S. Marshals.

After hearing from several sci-
entific experts and a doctor who 
examined the alleged victim, then 
a 14-year-old student at Lancaster 
Middle School, retired Henrico 
County Judge Buford M. Par-
sons Jr. said there was no forensic 
or physical evidence to back up 
the boy’s allegation that Hunter 
had  injected him with steroids 
for over a year to enhance his 
competitive abilities.

In his opening statement, Com-
monwealth’s attorney C. Jeffers 
Schmidt accused Hunter, 42, of 
using his coaching position and 
ties to the boy’s family as ways to 
manipulate the student into sub-
mitting to steroid injections. 

Schmidt claimed the defendant 
injected the boy every two weeks, 
taking him to his boat and a White 
Stone motel room, where he was 
residing at the time, for the shots. 
One injection was given in the 
school locker room, he said.

“This young man was never 
injected,” opened defense attor-
ney James O. Broccoletti of Nor-
folk, adding there was no proof 
that he was ever given anabolic 

Ben Hunter found not guilty on 30 felony counts
by Audrey Thomasson steroids. He painted a very dif-

ferent picture of events saying 
the student’s parents, Patrick and 
Ann Frere, were in the midst of a 
messy divorce involving Hunter 
and the father drove his son into 
making the false statements 
against his coach. 

He also said he would prove 
the original charges were nolle-
prossed, which is a prosecution 
admission that there was not 
enough evidence to proceed to 
trial. Therefore, Hunter did not 
skip bail in 2005 because he was 
not served with charges until 
2008, the defense alleged.

In his testimony, the student, 
now 18, said he was striving to 
become a four-time state cham-
pion in his weight class and that 
his coach suggested use of ste-
roids as a way to reach his goal. 
He said Hunter repeatedly told 
him not to tell anyone because the 
drugs were illegal and he would 
be in trouble if anyone found out.

The student listed specific 
dates he was given injections over 
a 12-month period, saying most 
were given on Wednesdays when 
the other wrestlers didn’t have 
practice. While taking the drug, 
he noted a surge in energy, weight 
gain, and the ability to bench 
press heavier weights. The pros-
ecution produced a series of pic-
tures Hunter took of the boy and 
charts he kept on team members’ 
muscle development as proof of 
the boy’s rapid growth. 

Under cross examination, 
Broccoletti pointed out discrep-
ancies in the student’s testimony 
to those recorded in a preliminary 
hearing in 2005. Broccoletti read 

from court records in which the 
student testified four years ago 
that Hunter never warned him 
the drugs were illegal or that he 
should not tell anyone. He also 
gave the injections dates as mostly 
within a two-week period. 

The student replied he was 14 
at the time those statements were 
given and that he remembered 
now because he received injec-
tions before two tournaments.

Two family members testified 
for the alleged victim. An older 
brother noted extreme physical 
conditioning and aggressive per-
sonality changes in his brother, 
which the prosecution said were 
signs of steroid use. The broth-
ers shared a bedroom and began 
arguing constantly during that 
time, he said. When asked by the 
defense attorney about his moth-
er’s involvement with Hunter, he 
replied, “That’s laughable.” 

From the witness box, Ann 
Frere said her sons fought about 
once or twice a month. She noted 
that Hunter was a personal friend 
of the family who ate dinner with 
them several times a week when 
he dropped the boys off after 
practice, but denied any other 
involvement with him.

Chief investigator Bill Webb 
testified that a search of Hunter’s 
boat, car and motel room pro-
duced a number of vials of tes-
tosterone with almost all having 
a prescription label in Hunter’s 
name from Bethesda Naval Hos-
pital. Under cross examination, 
Webb said he did not find any 
used needles to test for the alleged 
victim’s DNA. 

Webb said he was present when 

the student was examined by a 
local physician and tested for ste-
roids nearly three weeks after his 
alleged final injection. Results of 
the tests came back negative for 
steroids, he said.

Neither side disputed the test 
results. However, testifying for 
the prosecution, Dr. Jim Shipe, 
a forensic toxicologist from the 
University of Virginia, said ele-
vated levels of testosterone could 
not be detected in the system after 
one or two weeks. 

Two forensic toxicologists for 
the defense, Dr. David Benjamin 
from Boston and Dr. William 
Cooke from Eastern Virginia 
Medical School, disagreed. Both 
claimed the drug could continue 
to seep from the system for up 
to three to four weeks, especially 
with extended usage. They also 
noted that the drug causes the 
injection site to become swollen 
and hard, so shots are rotated to 
other sites.

The examining physician, Dr. 
Keith Cubbage of White Stone 
Family Practice, said he did not 
find any physical evidence of 
steroid use, needle punctures or 
unusual development at an injec-
tion site, which the student testi-
fied were always given in the 
same spot.

Several defense witnesses, 
including wrestling coach Craig 
Oren, claimed the boy did not 
display the physical changes 
associated with steroid use, such 
as acne, facial and chest hair, and 
unusual muscle mass beyond ath-
letic conditioning.

Hunter did not testify in the 
bench trial.

Explaining his decision, Judge 
Parsons said there was nothing 
illegal about possessing prescrip-
tion drugs—that the case was 
about “distribution” of drugs. He 
noted the boy’s development chart 
did not support the claim that he 
was bulking up and the mother’s 
testimony that her sons fought a 
couple of times a month supported 
normal behavior in teenage boys, 
not excessive aggression. 

He dismissed a claim by Hunt-
er’s cellmate, Phillip Wrenn, who 
said the defendant confessed to 
him in jail. Wrenn admitted he 
was hoping for leniency in his 
own case in exchange for his tes-
timony. 

“A jail snitch could make one 
of us his next victim…I do not 
accept his testimony,” the judge 
said.

“There is a presumption of 
innocence and the Common-
wealth’s attorney must prove 
beyond a reasonable doubt,” 
Judge Parsons said. “I have a 
young man who said Hunter did 
this to him…and a number of 
witnesses that said there was no 
evidence in his physical appear-
ance. Based on what the Com-
monwealth and defense offered in 
the evidence today, there is noth-
ing to back it up.” 

Broccoletti lost the argument 
that his client did not skip bail 
in 2005, even after producing 
documentation that the original 
charges were set aside. Schmidt 
countered that he was not aware 
of the document and that Hunter’s 
attorney at the time did show up 
for the 2005 court date, but his 
client did not. 

Hunter will be sentenced in 
Lancaster Circuit Court October 
30 for the two convictions on 
failure to appear, which carry a 
combined maximum sentence of 
six years.

There are two other Virginia 
cases involving Hunter. Both 
cases stem from team wrestling 
trips to other counties for tourna-
ments. 

Hunter was convicted May 
19 in Rockingham County on a 
felony charge of indecent liberties 
with a child while being in a posi-
tion of authority. He has not been 
sentenced. A sister, Celia Hunter, 
said the family plans to appeal.

He also faces a charge of inde-
cent liberties and contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor in Vir-
ginia Beach Circuit Court. That 
case is set for 9:30 a.m. July 20.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission will continue 
its review of zoning ordinances, 
including changes to commer-
cial zoning and limited commer-
cial zoning, tonight, July 16. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
General District courtroom. 

Also, planners will refine defi-
nitions for windmills and wind 
turbine technology.

KILMARNOCK—The town 
council will meet Monday, July 
20, at 7 p.m. in the town office at 
514 North Main Street. 

Assistant town manager Mar-
shall Sebra will addres a commu-
nity development grant, and bids 
to repair a town well.

The Agenda
Local Government News

FOUR DAYS ONLY!!
Fri., July 17, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sat., July 18, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sun., July 19, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Mon., July 20, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Greenpoint Nursery
... an eclectic collection for 

aesthetic reflection.

462-0220

 ... we’re in lovely uptown Lively on Route 3
Tuesday-Saturday 11 - 5                 462-6260

                                            Interior Design

                                        Home Accessories

                  Home Furnishings

                                Gourmet Food & Gifts

the

LANCASTER.–Ryiah Car-
rier, 23, of Kilmarnock remains 
in intensive care at MCV in 
Richmond this week after being 
seriously injured in a three-
vehicle crash Friday, July 10, in 
Lancaster County.

Her injuries are considered 
life-threatening, according to 
Virginia State Police public 
relations manager Corinne 
Geller.

The accident occurred near 
the intersection of Route 3 and 
Regina Road around 8:10 a.m. 
Friday morning, Geller said. 

According to a report filed 
by Senior Trooper T.H. Smith, 

a 1989 Ford F-150 pickup 
truck was westbound on Route 
3 when it rear-ended a 2006 
Chevrolet Impala that had 
stopped to make a left turn. 
The impact of the crash caused 
the driver of the Ford to swerve 
to the left, cross the centerline 
and sideswipe the eastbound 
1999 Jeep Wrangler driven by 
Carrier. Carrier lost control, 
which caused her vehicle to 
run off the road and overturn 
two times.

The driver of the Impala, 
Ernest Giddings, 72, of Heaths-
ville, was transported by ambu-
lance to Rappahannock Gen-

eral Hospital in Kilmarnock for 
treatment of minor injuries. He 
was wearing a safety belt.

The driver of the pickup 
truck, Wade Johnson, 25, of 
Gloucester, was not injured in 
the crash. He has been charged 
with reckless driving, driving 
on a suspended license, having 
improper registration, not 
having insurance and failing to 
buckle up.

Carrier is the daughter of 
Lloyd Carrier of Tappahannock 
and Dori McEathron of Lively. 
Carrier and her mother work 
for building contractor Neil D. 
Fridenstine.

Kilmarnock woman is in intensive
care following three-vehicle accident

LANCASTER—A judge last 
week found Ben Walter Hunter 
not guilty on 30 felony counts 
ranging from distribution of an 
illegal substance to endangering 
the welfare of a child.

However, he found the former 
volunteer wrestling coach guilty 
on one felony and one misde-
meanor charge of failure to appear 
after  Hunter  skipped bond in 
2005 and remained a fugitive 
until his capture in Arizona last 
year by U.S. Marshals.

After hearing from several sci-
entific experts and a doctor who 
examined the alleged victim, then 
a 14-year-old student at Lancaster 
Middle School, retired Henrico 
County Judge Buford M. Par-
sons Jr. said there was no forensic 
or physical evidence to back up 
the boy’s allegation that Hunter 
had  injected him with steroids 
for over a year to enhance his 
competitive abilities.

In his opening statement, Com-
monwealth’s attorney C. Jeffers 
Schmidt accused Hunter, 42, of 
using his coaching position and 
ties to the boy’s family as ways to 
manipulate the student into sub-
mitting to steroid injections. 

Schmidt claimed the defendant 
injected the boy every two weeks, 
taking him to his boat and a White 
Stone motel room, where he was 
residing at the time, for the shots. 
One injection was given in the 
school locker room, he said.

“This young man was never 
injected,” opened defense attor-
ney James O. Broccoletti of Nor-
folk, adding there was no proof 
that he was ever given anabolic 

Ben Hunter found not guilty on 30 felony counts
by Audrey Thomasson steroids. He painted a very dif-

ferent picture of events saying 
the student’s parents, Patrick and 
Ann Frere, were in the midst of a 
messy divorce involving Hunter 
and the father drove his son into 
making the false statements 
against his coach. 

He also said he would prove 
the original charges were nolle-
prossed, which is a prosecution 
admission that there was not 
enough evidence to proceed to 
trial. Therefore, Hunter did not 
skip bail in 2005 because he was 
not served with charges until 
2008, the defense alleged.

In his testimony, the student, 
now 18, said he was striving to 
become a four-time state cham-
pion in his weight class and that 
his coach suggested use of ste-
roids as a way to reach his goal. 
He said Hunter repeatedly told 
him not to tell anyone because the 
drugs were illegal and he would 
be in trouble if anyone found out.

The student listed specific 
dates he was given injections over 
a 12-month period, saying most 
were given on Wednesdays when 
the other wrestlers didn’t have 
practice. While taking the drug, 
he noted a surge in energy, weight 
gain, and the ability to bench 
press heavier weights. The pros-
ecution produced a series of pic-
tures Hunter took of the boy and 
charts he kept on team members’ 
muscle development as proof of 
the boy’s rapid growth. 

Under cross examination, 
Broccoletti pointed out discrep-
ancies in the student’s testimony 
to those recorded in a preliminary 
hearing in 2005. Broccoletti read 

from court records in which the 
student testified four years ago 
that Hunter never warned him 
the drugs were illegal or that he 
should not tell anyone. He also 
gave the injections dates as mostly 
within a two-week period. 

The student replied he was 14 
at the time those statements were 
given and that he remembered 
now because he received injec-
tions before two tournaments.

Two family members testified 
for the alleged victim. An older 
brother noted extreme physical 
conditioning and aggressive per-
sonality changes in his brother, 
which the prosecution said were 
signs of steroid use. The broth-
ers shared a bedroom and began 
arguing constantly during that 
time, he said. When asked by the 
defense attorney about his moth-
er’s involvement with Hunter, he 
replied, “That’s laughable.” 

From the witness box, Ann 
Frere said her sons fought about 
once or twice a month. She noted 
that Hunter was a personal friend 
of the family who ate dinner with 
them several times a week when 
he dropped the boys off after 
practice, but denied any other 
involvement with him.

Chief investigator Bill Webb 
testified that a search of Hunter’s 
boat, car and motel room pro-
duced a number of vials of tes-
tosterone with almost all having 
a prescription label in Hunter’s 
name from Bethesda Naval Hos-
pital. Under cross examination, 
Webb said he did not find any 
used needles to test for the alleged 
victim’s DNA. 

Webb said he was present when 

the student was examined by a 
local physician and tested for ste-
roids nearly three weeks after his 
alleged final injection. Results of 
the tests came back negative for 
steroids, he said.

Neither side disputed the test 
results. However, testifying for 
the prosecution, Dr. Jim Shipe, 
a forensic toxicologist from the 
University of Virginia, said ele-
vated levels of testosterone could 
not be detected in the system after 
one or two weeks. 

Two forensic toxicologists for 
the defense, Dr. David Benjamin 
from Boston and Dr. William 
Cooke from Eastern Virginia 
Medical School, disagreed. Both 
claimed the drug could continue 
to seep from the system for up 
to three to four weeks, especially 
with extended usage. They also 
noted that the drug causes the 
injection site to become swollen 
and hard, so shots are rotated to 
other sites.

The examining physician, Dr. 
Keith Cubbage of White Stone 
Family Practice, said he did not 
find any physical evidence of 
steroid use, needle punctures or 
unusual development at an injec-
tion site, which the student testi-
fied were always given in the 
same spot.

Several defense witnesses, 
including wrestling coach Craig 
Oren, claimed the boy did not 
display the physical changes 
associated with steroid use, such 
as acne, facial and chest hair, and 
unusual muscle mass beyond ath-
letic conditioning.

Hunter did not testify in the 
bench trial.

Explaining his decision, Judge 
Parsons said there was nothing 
illegal about possessing prescrip-
tion drugs—that the case was 
about “distribution” of drugs. He 
noted the boy’s development chart 
did not support the claim that he 
was bulking up and the mother’s 
testimony that her sons fought a 
couple of times a month supported 
normal behavior in teenage boys, 
not excessive aggression. 

He dismissed a claim by Hunt-
er’s cellmate, Phillip Wrenn, who 
said the defendant confessed to 
him in jail. Wrenn admitted he 
was hoping for leniency in his 
own case in exchange for his tes-
timony. 

“A jail snitch could make one 
of us his next victim…I do not 
accept his testimony,” the judge 
said.

“There is a presumption of 
innocence and the Common-
wealth’s attorney must prove 
beyond a reasonable doubt,” 
Judge Parsons said. “I have a 
young man who said Hunter did 
this to him…and a number of 
witnesses that said there was no 
evidence in his physical appear-
ance. Based on what the Com-
monwealth and defense offered in 
the evidence today, there is noth-
ing to back it up.” 

Broccoletti lost the argument 
that his client did not skip bail 
in 2005, even after producing 
documentation that the original 
charges were set aside. Schmidt 
countered that he was not aware 
of the document and that Hunter’s 
attorney at the time did show up 
for the 2005 court date, but his 
client did not. 

Hunter will be sentenced in 
Lancaster Circuit Court October 
30 for the two convictions on 
failure to appear, which carry a 
combined maximum sentence of 
six years.

There are two other Virginia 
cases involving Hunter. Both 
cases stem from team wrestling 
trips to other counties for tourna-
ments. 

Hunter was convicted May 
19 in Rockingham County on a 
felony charge of indecent liberties 
with a child while being in a posi-
tion of authority. He has not been 
sentenced. A sister, Celia Hunter, 
said the family plans to appeal.

He also faces a charge of inde-
cent liberties and contributing to 
the delinquency of a minor in Vir-
ginia Beach Circuit Court. That 
case is set for 9:30 a.m. July 20.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission will continue 
its review of zoning ordinances, 
including changes to commer-
cial zoning and limited commer-
cial zoning, tonight, July 16. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
General District courtroom. 

Also, planners will refine defi-
nitions for windmills and wind 
turbine technology.

KILMARNOCK—The town 
council will meet Monday, July 
20, at 7 p.m. in the town office at 
514 North Main Street. 

Assistant town manager Mar-
shall Sebra will addres a commu-
nity development grant, and bids 
to repair a town well.

The Agenda
Local Government News

FOUR DAYS ONLY!!
Fri., July 17, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sat., July 18, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sun., July 19, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Mon., July 20, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Barbara Simmons was easily recogniz-
able by both her wavy white hair and her 

Mercedes-Benz sports car. Each Saturday 
afternoon she parked the car on the side of 
Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church where 
it remained for a couple of hours. 

During that time she was inside the church 
preparing and arranging flowers to her level 
of perfection for church that evening and the 
following day. The last several of those years 
also entailed her arranging flowers, both 
annuals and perennials, on the grave of her 
late husband, Willard, who died in 1996. She 
outlined his grave with stones, and planted 
the enclosure with a special type of vinca, 
which thrived in the shaded setting, and pro-
vided a background for the flowers she placed 
there. When spending her energy on plants 
and flowers, Barbara was tireless.

That Saturday schedule was her regular 
routine for almost 20 years until her health 
failed to the point that she no longer could 
do the task to her own impeccable standards. 
Ironically, most of the people attending 
church never knew that she was the person 
responsible for their enjoyment of the artis-

tic floral beauty that they beheld every week. 
Barbara wanted it that way. She was a modest 
person, who eschewed the limelight, and uni-
formly, and literally, preferred a back seat. She 
sought no praise for what she did, but enjoyed 
seeing others appreciate 
her contribution. Truly, in 
her case, flowers were a 
religious experience, one 
in which she communed 
with the Creator, and came 
to a deeper understanding 
of the gift of life itself.

She was born in Illinois, 
a year to the day before 
the end of the First World 
War, married a Virgin-
ian from Petersburg, and 
spent most of her married 
life in New York. In 1983, 
she and Willard decided to move to a home on 
the water where they could pursue their inter-
est in boating.

Barbara joined the local garden club and 
indulged her enthusiasm for plantings with 
a yard filled with all the growing things she 

liked. Although she did not grow or sell 
plants commercially, she was far from being 
an amateur with respect to all matters horti-
cultural. The club provided a venue for her to 
learn more about plants from others who were 

of like interests and, in 
turn, to let them know 
what she had learned 
from her years of study 
and experimentation.

She would take 
people through her 
yard, describing each 
plant, and urging them 
not merely to look 
at the specimen, but 
to smell and in some 
cases even to touch it 
as well. Inside, she put 
everything in its proper 

place, giving visitors somewhat the impres-
sion that her furnishings were props for her 
display of flowers. She wanted everyone else 
to delight in natural beauty the same way she 
did, and she yearned to share her knowledge 
with all those she met who were interested in 

flowers, whether growing them or arranging 
and displaying them.

As the years passed, Barbara became frail, 
and gradually had to give up some of the 
things that she had done so routinely over the 
years. Among them were driving her distinc-
tive car and caring for the flowers at church. 
She accepted her new limitations with the 
same grace that characterized her healthier 
years and always remained grateful for any 
words spoken to her. Five years ago she left 
her home and garden and moved to an assisted 
living facility near her daughter’s home on 
Cape Ann, Mass., and two weeks ago in that 
setting she died.

Significantly, last week at her burial in Kil-
marnock, the members of Barbara’s family 
each placed a black-eyed Susan from her 
garden on her casket as she was interred in 
the cemetery next to Willard, behind the 
church where she had decorated the altar for 
so many years. For two decades the North-
ern Neck was the adopted home of this Mid-
western lady and because of her presence our 
“flower power” skyrocketed during her years 
in our midst.  

Ironically, most of the 
people attending church 
never knew that she was the 
person responsible for their 
enjoyment of the artis-
tic floral beauty that they 
beheld every week.

Fiction or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Summer snack
Nothing tastes like summer any more than watermelon. 
Helen Geier enjoys a cool snack. 

Photo by Mary Posey

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Community Health 
Clinics

Recently I wrote about 
“minute clinics” – private, 
health care for low intensity 
needs often located in drug 
stores.  Upon reading my 
column, Rick Shinn of the 
Virginia Community Health-
care Association, wrote me an 
e-mail.

  “I saw your recent article 
in The Journal about minute 
clinics. I agree - they are one 
part of the healthcare puzzle. 
Please don’t forget about 
Community Health Centers, 
like the one in Montross. 
I’d greatly appreciate if you 
can mention us sometime as 
another part of the healthcare 
solution. 

“By definition, a community 
health center (CHC) is a non-
profit organization located in 
a medically under-served area 
which provides primary health 
care to anyone seeking care.

 “In fact, studies show that 
community health centers can 
help reduce the cost of health 
care. By working on preven-
tion and on disease manage-
ment, we are helping better 
manage high-cost chronic 
illnesses such as heart disease, 
diabetes, asthma and other dis-
ease conditions. Community 
health centers are helping save 
money, improve the health of 
people in their communities, 
and saving lives.

 “Our services are available 
to anyone and everyone in the 
communities where health 
centers are located, regardless 
of insurance coverage. We are 
a major provider of care to 
Medicaid patients as well. One 
study noted that community 
health centers deliver care 

for 30 percent less than other 
Medicaid providers, which 
can be a drastic cost savings 
for states. Other information 
I’ve come across shows that 
primary care delivered in a 
community health center is 1/4 
the cost of primary care deliv-
ered in an emergency room. 
This emphasizes the need to 
educate everyone in our com-
munities about the availability 
of care at community health 
centers.

 “And that leads me to 
another point - as the economy 
continues to take it’s toll on 
jobs, health insurance cover-
age,  and healthcare access, 
our community health centers 
are working hard to make sure 
that those in need are aware 
that community health centers 
are available to help them 
with their primary health care 
needs.

 “With the decline in the 
economy, more people than 
ever are seeking services at 
our health centers. Several of 
our health centers have waiting 
lists of four to six weeks. We 
know the need is great in our 
medically underserved com-
munities. Rather than close 
our doors to new patients, 
we are embarking on a state-
wide effort to make sure that 
Virginia residents are more 
aware of the services avail-
able through their local health 
centers. Very soon, we will be 
sending out brochures to small 
businesses, chambers of com-
merce, major employers in our 
medically underserved com-
munities, churches, and other 
‘points of contact’ to let as 
many people as possible know 
about CHCs, and where to find 
one in their community.”

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

One of my favorite teachers 
stresses one point as his favorite 
saying, “P.M.A.,” positive mental 
attitude. 

With it there is nothing you 
cannot do in life. More young 
people need to come and support 
people who want to bring busi-
nesses in this county. I am guilty 
for not doing my part.

However, I went to the recent 
Northumberland board of super-
visors meeting to support an oil 
company that wanted to build 
a fuel storage depot near the 
county’s waste transfer facility on 
Route 200. I was the only one in 
attendance that spoke in favor of 
the request. As I began to listen to 
the reasons we should or should 
not build this business in Nor-
thumberland County, I couldn’t 
help but think what would happen 
if these people made major deci-
sions in our nation’s history?

I knew a lot of people who were 
there. I like and enjoy talking with 
them. I really respect them. I think 
the people that spoke against the 
fuel storage depot as well as other 
issues belong to the Northumber-
land Association for Progressive 
Stewardship (NAPS) and they 
do some really good things.They 
are former teachers and govern-
ment workers. I always see the 
same ones at the meetings I have 
attended.

If the same body of people 
had been involved in the major 
decisions in our nation’s history, 
it may have gone something 
like this. When John F. Kennedy 
said “Let’s go to the moon,” the 
response may have been ”I think 
it would be crazy to go to the 
moon. Someone may get killed 
while building or testing these 
rockets.”  Or, ”I believe if we 
build NASA in Florida it will be 
too close to the ocean. A fuel spill 
could damage the drinking water 
and our ocean. It is no way you 
can guarantee that can’t happen. 
It’s not worth the risk.”

And a board member might 
have responded, ”I can’t vote for 
this because a delivery truck haul-
ing supplies like fuel may have an 
accident at some point in time and 
someone may get killed. I can’t 
vote for this on my watch.”

They want jobs here. The older 
retired people who seem to run 
the board now at these meetings 
have had their dreams answered. 
Their forefathers gave them the 
tools to reach their goals. But 
for some reason, the few years 
they have left, they want to stop 
us from getting ours. They got to 
work at big factories and good 
jobs in the U.S.

Maybe the board should use 
a secret ballot to vote on these 
tough issues. If that were the case, 
I believe some of the votes would 
not be unanimous. Try to remem-
ber in the future, have a “positive 
mental attitude” and say yes we 
can instead of no we can’t.

Michael Baughan 
Lottsburg

Keep a positive
mental attitude

The town of Irvington has 
launched a new website. The 
url is www.irvingtonva.org.  

Our goal is that it will evolve 
and strive to be many things, a 
repository of the town’s charter 
and ordinances, a means for 
its citizens and the curious to 
know who the councilmen and 
the planning commission are, 

Irvington e-mail

when and where meetings and 
other town events will be held.

We also want the site to 
include meetings’ minutes and 
agendas, links to area points of 
interest and worship, tide tables 
and pictures capturing the spirit 
of our town. Our goal is that 
the website become a “go to” 
resource when planning a visit 
or weekend activities.

Most of the core elements 
are imbedded and now avail-
able to view. We welcome 
comments and constructive 
criticism. Send either to me at 
edmonds@irvingtonva.org.

I, and the rest of the town 
council, hope you bookmark 
the site and it gives you reasons 
to visit us often.

Gene Edmonds
Irvington

Ever since my wife, Jane, 
and I moved to Kilmarnock 24 
years ago, I have thought of the 
Lancaster Community Library 
as a gem.

The collection of books on 
tape and CD-ROM is unrivaled 
and in my commuting days I 
listened to literally hundreds 
of them. The book collection is 
amazingly rich and its gaps can 
be filled by interlibrary loans. 

To see if others share my 
enthusiasm, while working at 
the circulation desk last week 
I asked a few patrons why 
they like the library. A loyal 
book sale volunteer spoke of 
the variety of audio books, the 
wonderful children’s collection, 
and the lobby display. 

A visiting grandmother 
chimed in, “The children’s pro-
gram here is superior to the one 
at my library in northern Vir-
ginia.” A teen-age visitor said, 
“It is a really nice place with a 
lot of variety.” 

When I asked a nine-year-
old my question, she said 
simply, “Books,” upon which 
her grandmother elaborated, 
“I have always enjoyed this 
friendly place and found what 
I needed.” 

A retired gentleman spoke 
of the library as “a peaceful 
place with good reading read-
ily accessible.”

It all adds up to this: years 
of tender, loving care and a 
smart and helpful library staff 
have made the Lancaster Com-
munity Library a jewel in our 
county’s crown.
 Sibley Towner

Kilmarnock 

Appreciating
the library

I’ve been a resident of our 
area for 20 years and it has been 
interesting and exciting to see 
the many additions that have 
occurred in Irvington during 
this time.

One of the most attractive 
(and a great attraction) is the 
Steamboat Era Museum. I’ve 
been a docent there for three 
years and thought I’d share some 
of the many positive exchanges 
from visiting tourists.

A few weeks ago, a couple 
who was staying on their boat 
at the Tides Inn came to visit. 
When I asked them how their 
stay was going, they were enthu-
siastic and said everything was 
wonderful. That is always good 
to hear.

As we talked, they raved about 
the people of our community 
and after touring the museum, 

Museum is an asset

Medical care is not the same 
as health care and to discuss 
people without health insurance 
as if they were also without med-
ical care is misleading. Medical 
care, regardless of health insur-
ance, is available to anyone in 
this country, to the point that it 
often reduces the incentive for 
some people to become insured.

Agencies collecting data 
report that 15 percent of our 
population has no health insur-
ance. Listening to President 
Obama’s town-hall meetings, no 
one can escape the horror sto-
ries about private insurers who 
refuse insurance to individuals 
with chronic diseases or pre-
existing conditions.

President Obama and his sup-
porters make their case as they 
attempt to draw the bad risks and 
chronically ill into his “public 
option,” but the reality is liberal 
Democrats intend to make the 
private sector fund their health-
care plans no matter who suffers. 
The new cabal of Democratic 
lobbyists arriving with President 
Obama’s message does not exist 
to protect the industry from Con-
gress. It exists to present Demo-
cratic ultimatums to business.

The  question is, should we 
cave in and risk destroying a 
superior, envy-of- the-world, 
state-of-the-art, medical care 
system that works for the vast 
majority to rescue 15 percent of 
our population? Is our federal 
government capable of sponsor-
ing a health care and, ultimately, 
a  medical care enterprise? Or 
should medical and health care 
remain in the competitive pri-
vate sector? Should Democrats 
or Republicans become your 
federal insurance agents and 
medical czars? Do we need yet 
another upper layer of bureau-
cratic, price controlling, paper-
pushers on top of our present-day 
medical professionals already 
burdened with vast bureaucratic 
and legal hyperbole?

What all this means, from the 
standpoint of the economy as a 
whole, is that any allocation of 
government sponsorship eventu-
ally monopolizes and eliminates 
other professional medical and 
health-care competition.  Instead, 
it is heavily influenced by politi-
cians’ out of whack egos  with 
short-term political promises for 
re-election.

It is unwise to challenge your 
constituency this way.

Matt W. Johnston,  
Morattico

Destroying
medical care

they could not say enough nice 
things about the quality of our 
museum, especially in our small 
town. They vowed to return on 
their trip home.

The next couple also was 
staying at the Tides and was so 
thankful to have the museum 
recommended to them. As we 
toured the museum together, 
and after many “ohs and ahs,” 
they looked forward to their 
return trip.

We provided directions to 
Historic Christ Church and as 
they left, their final remark was 
that not only do we have a fine 
museum, we are a wonderful 
tourist center.

There is no doubt in my mind 
that the Steamboat Era Museum 
is a special asset to the Town of 
Irvington.

M. L. Dorsey
Irvington

If ever there was any doubt, 
The Friends of Belle Isle State 

Park and its Music By The River 
summer concert series are now 
official.

The Lancaster County Board 
of Supervisors convening June 25 
adopted a resolution that more or 
less verifies it.

“Whereas, the Friends of Belle 
Isle State park is a citizen’s sup-
port organization which offers 
free concerts (except a $3 park-
ing fee), family-oriented events, 
where adults can enjoy music 
and youth can do crafts under the 
supervision of a Park Ranger; and

“Whereas, the Music by the 
River concerts are a venue for 
local talent to perform; and

“Whereas, the Music by the 
River location is convenient for 
residents and visitors from Lan-
caster, Richmond and Northum-
berland counties; and

“Whereas the Friends of Belle 
Isle has brought activities and 
support to Lancaster County 
youth (Eagle Scout programs, 
Youth Conservation Corps and 
AmeriCorps) and community 
parades in Lively and Kilmar-
nock; and

“Whereas, the Friends of Belle 
Isle State Park has supported the 
Native Plant Society, litter pick-up 
along River Road, and the 2009 
Virginia Association of Parks 
conference;

“Now Therefore Be It 
Resolved, that the Lancaster 
County Board of Supervisors 
recognizes the friends of Belle 
Isle State Park as a contributing 
organization in the local arts com-
munity and a supporter of Belle 
Isle State Park activities; and

“Be It Further Resolved, that 
the Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors recognizes Music by 
the River as a viable venue for 
local artists, and

Be It Further Resolved, that 
the Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors urges the community 
at large to support Music by the 
River.

The resolution is attested by 
county administrator William H. 
Pennell Jr.

The summer concert series is 
midway through its fourth season. 
Local rock and roll band Ottoman 
from just down the Rappahan-
nock River, or River Road, from 
the park will present a concert 
Saturday, July 18, at 6 p.m.

The Gurleys from the Regina 
area will be featured August 22. 
A family act, Bill plays guitars, 
fiddle, mandolin and banjo; 
Pam plays guitar; their daughter, 
Macon, plays guitar and stand up 
bass. All three share the vocals. 

Southern Grace, a quintet from 
the Shenandoah Valley, returns 
August 29 for a third visit, pack-
ing a repertoire of country gospel 
favorites and old hymns.

Performing earlier this season 
were Steve Keith, the Honeywind 
Bluegrass Boys, Legacy and 
Mercy Creek.

Thanks to the support of sev-
eral local sponsors, the Music by 
the River Concerts are free. 

In addition to the Friends, spon-
sors include the Rappahannock 
Foundation for the Arts, Bank 
of Lancaster, Chesapeake Bank, 
EVB, Northern Neck State Bank, 
Neal and Nickel Wealth Manage-
ment, Savannah Joe’s, Rappahan-
nock Record, Bethel/Emmanuel 
United Methodist Men, Kilmar-
nock-Irvington-White Stone 
Rotary Club, Bay Seafood Festi-
val, WRAR and WNNT.  
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Announcement
VA Agricultural 

Best Management Practices 
FY2010 Cost-Share Signup Dates  

Monday, July 13 – Friday, August 21

For information, or to sign up, 
please call or stop by to set up an appointment

NNSWCD District Office
5559 Richmond Road

Warsaw, VA 22572
804 333-3525, ext 102

COMER & CO.
Antiques . Interiors

21 N. Main St. . Kilmarnock, VA
804/435-2100 . ComerandCo.com

Now Open:  Mon-Sat 10-5

Period Antiques . Fine Art . China & Crystal

Garden Ornaments . Scented & Beeswax Candles

Books . European Soaps & Bath Products

�
Open Mon. - Sat. 9-5 • 804-435-2800  

85 N. Main St., Kilmarnock
Plenty of parking on Brent Street and in the rear.

Visit the display area at our Garden Center to see the 
largest selection of fencing in the area:

H Wood Fencing of all types
H Vinyl rail, picket and privacy fences

H Ornamental aluminum fencing

Gift certificates available.

HCelebrity FenCeH

Total landscape installation and maintenance available. 
We sell and install flag poles. Installation of block

retaining walls are our speciality. 
We also install sidewalk and patio pavers. 

                      Lawn & Garden worLd

BOOTH’S
LANDSCAPING CO.

40% Off All
Trees & Shrubs

New shipment of annuals, perennials and tropicals! 

Don’t miss this deal-up to 90% off 
scratch & dent!

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

   There is a lovely summer-time tradition in jewelry 
that goes well with the pastel hues and white of 
warm weather wardrobes. It is the wearing of coral 
jewelry. Coral is a rare, durable and beautiful organic 
gem, available in several colors. The best known 
sources of fine coral has been the warm seas of the 
Mediterranean and Pacific Ocean. Coral in all its 
manifestations is lovely to behold.
   We have the expertise to advise you on the quality 
of all jewelry, and to assist you in choosing what is 
best for you. Stop in soon.

I would like to recognize the 
Little League Junior Softball 
team of Middlesex and Lan-
caster, a combined team of 
young ladies from both coun-
ties this year.  

They had a great season and 
went to the All Star Tourna-
ment this week.  They played as 
hard as I have ever seen anyone 
play softball. They have more 
heart and spirit than any other 
team that I have seen in a long 
time.  I am so proud of each 
and every one of these ladies.

Most teams, when they get 
behind in a game, tend to give 
up, but not our players. They 
kept on cheering and giving 
their team positive reinforce-
ment.  

You are all positive role 
models for other players, par-
ents and spectators of this 
sport.

The coaches were Kathy and 
Tim Pittman, Derek Johnson 
and Roy Self. I am proud to be 
a parent who represented Lan-
caster and Middlesex in Little 
League this softball season.

 Stephenie Self   
Waterview

Proud to be a
softball parent

A letter in last week’s issue 
entitled “A more civil forum” 
appeared in error. The letter 
from Tom Saunders was origi-
nally sent to the Record over 
a year ago and was printed in 
the July 10, 2008, issue. Some-
how the email that contained 
the letter was moved from 
our archives and reappeared 
in the Record’s weekly news 
files last week and the letter 
was reprinted by mistake. The 
Record apologizes for the error 
and for any embarrassment 
or inconvenience it may have 
caused Mr. Saunders and our 
readers. 

Correction

The proposed “cap and 
trade” legislation is a subter-
fuge to raise taxes and destroy 
the capitalist system that made 
this county the envy of the 
world.  

Abundant low cost energy 
was and is critical to America’s 
economic prowess. However, 
the bill is designed to destroy, 
or at least curtail, our domes-

Cap and trade
will raise taxes

tic resources of energy. While 
the fossil fuel industries, coal, 
natural gas and petroleum, are 
targeted, all businesses and 
individuals will be adversely 
affected. If passed, the bill will 
guarantee high unemployment, 
more dependence on imported 
oil, and higher costs for all 
commodities and services, 
especially fuel and utilities.  

The ensuing costs and short-
ages caused by cap and trade 
will require individuals and 
businesses to ration heating and 
air conditioning, restrict travel 
and reduce spending on all but 
nonessential items,  precisely 
because essentials will become 
more expensive.  Implementa-
tion of the bill will lower the 
standard of living for all Amer-
icans except politicians and 
a few privileged others, who 
will be living on the backs of 
their subjugated constituents. 
At a time when the govern-
ment should be boosting the 
economy, Congress and the 
administration seem bent on 
making our economic situation 
even worse.

Congress is saying the bill 
will only cost the individual 
about $175 a year.  This is a 
gross misrepresentation and 
Congress knows it.  All think 
tanks, including the Office of 
Management and Budget, state 
individual costs will be over a 
$1,000 with some quoting as 
much as $2,000 per year.  We 
are also being mislead by Pres-
ident Obama who said that the 
cost to individuals would only 
amount to the cost of a “post-
age stamp,” 44 cents a day or 
$160 a year.  The president also 
said (I guess his teleprompter 
was broken) utility rates would 
“skyrocket.” Indeed, German 
utility bills jumped 25 percent 
after that country adopted its 
version of cap and trade.

It is also a lie that the plan 
will create “green jobs.” The 
authors of the bill apparently 
know it will create unemploy-
ment. Why else would they 
include provisions for paying 
laid-off workers above current 
unemployment compensations 
rates? There are also  provi-
sions to reimburse Social Secu-
rity and Medicare out of the 
general fund should payments 
to these programs decrease due 
to unemployment caused by 
the bill. 

These provisions would not 
be necessary if the proponents 
really believe what they are 

telling the public. We only have 
to look at Spain.  About four 
years ago Spain went all out 
creating green jobs. However, 
for every green job created, 
over two other jobs were lost. 
Spain now has an 18 percent 
unemployment rate.

Why is Congress and the 
administration pushing cap and 
trade?  It has nothing to do with 
saving the environment, but 
everything to do with greed and 
power without consideration 
for the future prosperity of this 
country. This bill is designed 
by an enemy bent on bringing 
the U.S. to its knees.

 Jesse Dize
Kilmarnock

YOUR LETTERSYESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the July 9 and 

July 16, 1909, issues of the Vir-
ginia Citizen)

Irvington’s Fourth cont’d
The crowning event of the day 

was “A Carnival of Nations” at 
night. It was held at the Opera 
House and witnessed by between 
six and seven hundred people. 
A hundred or more were turned 
away. On Monday night the play 
was repeated to a comfortable 
seated house of about five hun-
dred.

On both occasions it went off 
without a hitch. Fifty-seven young 
people of Irvington participated, 
representing the various nations 
in costume, song and habits. All 
were reviewed by the Goddess 
of Liberty (Mrs. Geo. Messick) 
enthroned, and the laurel wreath 
awarded to Columbia (Mrs. O. 
H. Sherman) at the close. It is not 
overshooting the mark to say that 
no entertainment ever took better 
here or received so large an audi-
ence or as much applause; this 
was vociferous, too.

Fish Plentiful
Two guests at the Irvington 

Beach Hotel this week caught 
with hook during a day all the fish 
their boat would safely carry.

Virginia certainly is coming to 
the front in fishing, when roe shad 
are taken in the Rappahannock 
River in July.

Boat Catches Fire, 
Two Missing

While returning from Irving-
ton to Urbanna Wednesday night 
a launch with about 35 persons 
aboard got out of order just off 
Towles Point. The man running 
her was at work on his engine 
with a lantern near when escap-
ing gasoline caused an explosion 
and set the boat on fire. In the 
excitement Miss Janette Carter 
Dudley, of West Point, jumped 
overboard and Mr. Clarence 
G. Gray, of Saluda, followed to 
keep her from drowning and they 
remained above water at least 
an hour for they could be heard 
hollowing (hollering) back, “still 
safe.” Nothing more was heard 
from them and from that time (11 
o’clock) up to 2 o’clock Thurs-
day afternoon no trace has been 
found of them. But little hope of 
them ever reaching shore is enter-
tained.

The boat burned but the other 
occupants remained on her until 
the next morning when they were 
taken home.

Two or three of the party were 
slightly burned, but not seriously.

Kilmarnock
The friends of Miss Marga-

ret I. Henderson have enjoyed 
her delightful society since she 
returned home from her school 
duties at Crew, Va.

Bunyan Edmonds is now a 
full fledged D.D.S., having been 
notified last week that he passed 
his examination before the State 
Dental Examining Board recently 
held in Richmond.

“The County Chairman” was 
played here Monday night by 
the Urbanna troupe and highly 
enjoyed by all.

Cashier W. T. James has been 
indisposed of late.

Irvington
Mrs. W. T. Jones visited her 

sister, Mrs. Jno. Wm. Chowning 
at Bertrand last week.

Carlisle Shackelford, of Otto-
man, is visiting his cousin, Loyola 
Leland.

Ocial Circle meets next 
Monday night at the home of 
Mrs. Lewis  Burke.

Miss Alice Croxton spent from 
Friday until Sunday with Miss 
Susie Claybrook at Kilmarnock.

Dr. and Mrs. W. J. Newbill 
were called to Essex Tuesday by 
the critical illness of their brother-
in-law, Treasurer W. H. Street.

Capt. W. G. Foxwell and Mrs. 
G. W. Meekins, of lower Lan-
caster, spent Wednesday at the 
home of Capt. R. F. Meekins.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

To buy reprints 
of our photos, 

look for this 
button on 

RRecord.com!

Email your NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com
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        with

                    PREMIER SAILING
                    SCHOOL
                        At The Tides

Tel: 804.438.9300            www.premiersailing.com

•  Adult small boat courses - learn to sail a sunfi sh!

•  US Sailing Keelboat certifi cate courses for adults

•  Week long courses for children throughout the summer

•  New boat sales - we are your local Laser Performance dealer 

    for Sunfi sh, Lasers, Optimists etc. & parts and dollies

LEARN TO SAIL

Guitarist Available
Weddings, Parties or Special Occasions
Enhance your event, all styles 

including classical & jazz
3 piece combo also available

Contact Robert Keyes
804.296.0460

Crab
    Feast
saturday, august 1st, 2009
Deltaville Firehouse
Rain or Shine • 5 p.m. to Midnight

all You Can eat
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Steamed Crabs • Hamburgers 
         Hot Dogs • Corn on the Cob

live musiC
“FlasHbaCK”
Music 8 p.m. to Midnight

$25 in advance • $30 the day of the event
Tickets available at the gate if not SolD ouT!

6 years old & under free!
lots of Food, Fun, music,

Dancing and Horseshoes!
tickets may be purchased at:

Harrow’s Home Center, Cooks Corner  •  Henley Do-It Center, Hartfield 
Hurd’s, Inc., Deltaville  •  J&W Seafood, Deltaville  •  urbanna Builder’s Supply, 

Saluda  •  or any Fire Department Member
For more information call Jimmy Walden at (804) 776-9753

Sponsored in part by:  Al Pugh Distributing Co., Inc.  • Budweiser  •  Chesapeake Yacht Sales • Crowther Heating & Air 
Deltaville Market • EVB Bank  •  Henley Do-It Center  •  J&W Seafood  •  Middle Peninsula Insurance Agency, Inc.

Norton’s Yacht Sales, Inc.  •  Stingray Point Marina  •  Sunset Bar & Grill
urbanna Builders Supply  •  Walden’s Construction Co., Inc.

ad sponsored by Deltaville Diesel

lower middlesex volunteer Fire Department

Saturday, July 25th - 6:30pm to 8:00pm

Saturday, August 1st - 6:30pm to 8:00pm

$49.95 Per Person - BYOB

All You Can Eat "Rib Lover's Cruise"

All You Can Eat "Crab Lover's Cruise"

Don't blame me if you miss this one!
You have over a week's notice

CRABS - SHRIMP - CORN - Best Ever!

Reserve before Thursday, July 23rd - PM

Another Winner!

Call Us Today! 631.477.2211

Ok! So you missed the best party so far this year!
(Ask anyone that was there) - I can't help that...

but you've got another chance!

Get ready for the best ribs yet!
RIBS - CORN - HUSHPUPPIES - SALAD

All while cruising aboard beautiful
"Earth Angel" - Departing from

The Tides Inn

On behalf of the Mayor, Town Council and the 
residents of Irvington, the Parade Committee 

would like to thank the following persons for their 
help with the Fourth of July Parade:

Creative Designs for making the signs.

Mr. Bruce Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Robertson
Mrs. Barbara Whitbeck for use of their property

Randy Graham
Rachel Pugliese
Mr. Jimmy Carter
Mr. Jeffrey Arnold
Ms. Ann Meekins
Ms. Elizabeth Miller
Mrs. Mary Brill
Mr. Davis Bugg
Mr. Scott Graham
Mrs. Jack Amos for driving dignitaries.

Gene Edmonds
Dutch Heidsieck
Roberta Peek
Caroline Nelms
Harry Wells
Doug Power
Larry Worth
Jim McQuoid
Bob Morrison
Stanford Crockett
Clemens & Nancy VonMerveldt
Beverly Randolph for volunteering

Marine Color Guard
Air Force J ROTC 
 Lancaster High School
Sgt. Hodsden, USMC
Staff Sgt. John Daniel Shannon, RETUSA

Mr. Skip Ferguson for photographing the parade
Mr. Lee Stephens for announcing the parade.
Ms. Carrie Richard-for computer work
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Pettey-hospitality for the Shriners
All the participants, because YOU WERE THE PARADE!

The Parade Committee:
Alexander McD. Fleet, Robert Hardesty, 

David Raffetto, Jeffrey Arnold, Pete Thompson, 
Barbara Whitbeck, Nancy & Andy Anderson, 

Dermot McNulty and Jackie Burrell

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett brought 
charges against six individuals 
last week.
Felonies

David A. Blake, 23, of 
Hopewell was charged July 7 in 
connection with the May 7 bur-
glary of and grand larceny (both 
felonies) from Mom & Pop’s con-
venience store in Irvington.

Manuel D. Coronel-Torres, 25, 
and Domitilio Coronel-Cruz, 56, 
both of Brent Court, were charged 
July 8 with conspiracy to violate 
the drug control act and manufac-
ture/sale/possession with intent 
to distribute narcotics (2 felony 
counts each).
Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock area man was 
charged July 9 with violation of 
probation.

A Buttercup Lane man, 47,  
was charged July 10 with drunk 
driving, reckless driving and 
unreasonable refusal to submit to 
a breath/blood test.

A Fleets Bay Road man, 20, 
was charged July 10 with two 
counts of violation of probation.
Activity report

July 7: Staff responded to the 
area of Lonesome Pine Trail on a 
noise complaint/possible person 
in distress, with the Kilmarnock 
Police Department to the area of 
Harvey Lane on a complaint of 
approximately 20 juveniles on 
bicycles interfering with traffic, 

SHERIFFS’ REPORT

A U C T I O N  T O N I G H T !
Thursday, July 16, 2009 @ 6 p.m.

124 Rappahannock Ave. • Downtown Urbanna
Preview Starts at 4 p.m. Sale Day

Great Antiques & Collectibles & Household
Bring a chair and a friend!      Food available.

Always accepting quality consignments

MATTHEW ELLIOTT VAAL#3760 • TERRY SMITH VAAL#3762 

758-0909 • 296-5752
For Pictures go to Auctionzip.com (Auctioneer #18047)

We accept cash, check, MC & Visa. 3% buyer’s premium waived if 
paying with cash or check. Announcements made the day of the 

sale take precedence over all others stated or printed.

THANK YOU
 On behalf of the Town of Irvington, the residents and business 
groups would like to thank the Irvington Emergency Service Team for 
outstanding service they provided to all Irvington during the recent 
dangerous storm that hit all parts of the Northern Neck on July 12. 
A special thank you from Irvington Mayor Alex Fleet and Irvington 
Town Council and to the following individuals and emergency re-
sponse teams:
 Mr. Ryan Stephens, operational leader, for the immediate clear-
ing and removal of dangerous road and residential debris.
 Mr. Gordon Slatford and the Tides Inn staff for emergency 
operational meeting site.
 Dominion Power for 36 straight hours of repairing large 
numbers of power lines and 95 percent completion of electrical power 
to the entire Town of Irvington. To the in- and out-of-state power 
companies arriving from as far away as Woodbridge, VA and NC.
 WKWI for emergency operational reporting to those homes in 
their listing area.
 Town of Kilmarnock Mayor Curtis Smith and Kilmarnock 
Police Dept., Lancaster County Sheriffs Dept., VA State Police for 
patrolling the Town and fire coverage by White Stone Fire Dept.
 Finally I would like to thank all Irvington citizens for showing 
the true “American Spirit” of neighbors helping neighbors in time of 
need. “Well Done”!
    In Service,
    Bill Evans
    Irvington Council
    Directors of Irvington Emergency Services

to a possible prowler complaint 
on Mercers Way, to a noise viola-
tion complaint in the 1400 block 
of Weems Road, and to a fight call 
on Crystal Lane. Staff attempted 
to deliver an emergency message 
to a White Stone area resident at 
the request of Alexandria authori-
ties (insufficient address to locate 
subject).  

July 8: Staff responded with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to a 
three-vehicle accident on Mary 
Ball Road near Pinckardsville 
Road and to a domestic distur-
bance (husband/wife) on Green-
field Road. Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed).

July 9: Staff assisted a wheel-
chair dependent resident who was 
stuck outside of her White Chapel 
Road home and responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Good 
Luck Road. Staff investigated a 
suspicious vehicle complaint in 
the area of Peirces and Morattico 
roads. 

July 10: Staff responded with 
VSP to a traffic accident on Mary 
Ball Road near Regina Road, with 
the White Stone Police Depart-
ment (WSPD) to a two-vehicle 
accident on Old Ferry Road, and 
to the White Stone area to assist 
WSPD involved in a vehicle pur-
suit (drunk driving arrest reported 

above made by WSPD). Staff 
checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone con-
tact could not be made (no emer-
gency services needed). 

July 11: Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance (husband/
wife) on Oyster Way and to a 
spotlighting/possible poach-
ing complaint on Granville Bay 
Road. Staff investigated a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint in the 
5500 block of Windmill Point 
Road. 

July 12:  Staff responded to 
a domestic disturbance (father/
son) on Windmill Point Road 
and received numerous reports 
of trees blocking the roadway, 
downed power lines and struc-
tural damages to several homes 
as a result of the severe weather 
incident that occurred at about 
2:30 p.m. (area fire departments 
responded to West Point Road, 
King Carter Drive, Sandy Lane, 
River Road, Moran Creek Road, 
Carlee Road, Spring Hill Road, 
Alfonso Road, Hoecake Road, 
Corrotoman Drive, Black Stump 
Road, Crab Point, Irvington Road 
and Landsend East), including a 
report of two barges breaking free 
and drifting towards the bridge 
and a propane gas tank leak on 
Evergreen Drive. Staff received 
a credit card fraud report from a 
Campbell Road resident.

July 13:  Staff responded to 
a complaint of a utility trailer 
obstructing traffic on Farriers 
Road. 

Staff also conducted 11 traffic 
stops, issued five summonses, 
assisted three motorists, offered 
traffic control once, investigated 
eight building alarms, transported 
three inmates, and fielded three 
calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
dryer fire on Whittaker Lane and 
power lines down on Holly Haven 
Road.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a traffic accident on Mary Ball 
Road near Pinckardsville Road, 
and to a traffic accident on Mary 
Ball Road near Regina Road.

The White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a traffic 
accident on Old Ferry Road and 
to a lightning strike on Gaskins 
Road.

These calls were in addition to 
storm-related responses on June 
12. 

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins brought 
charges against 10 individuals last 
week.

Felonies
Victoria Mieras, 18, of Heaths-

ville was charged July 5 on a 
Lancaster County warrant with 
embezzlement.

Michael Anderson Crockett Jr., 
24, of Lancaster was charged July 
8 with two counts of malicious 
shooting, two counts of using a 
firearm in commission of a felony 
and possession of a firearm after 
being convicted of a felony.

Terry M. Taylor, 48, of Heaths-
ville was charged July 10 on a 
probation violation.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 21, was charged 
June 30 with driving after forfeit-
ing his license.

A Heathsville man, 31, was 
charged July 1 on a summons 
with owning an aggressive dog.

A Reedville man, 49, was 
charged July 3 with failure to 
appear in the General District 
Court.

A Heathsville man, 38, was 
charged July 6 with violating a 
protective order.

A Callao woman, 49, was 
charged July 7 with failure to 
appear in the General District 
Court.

A Heathsville woman, 23, was 
charged July 7 with destruction of 
personal property.

A Heathsville man, 21, was 
charged July 11 with assault and 
battery.

Smith Point Sea Rescue assisted several boaters in June 
and early  July.

Rescue I and Rescue II based on the Great Wicomico 
River completed the following missions. On June 13, a boat 
lost its prop and a second boat’s engine quit. On June 15, 
there was a fuel separator failure and a 50-foot sailboat ran 
aground.  Another boater ran aground June 19.

On June 22, Rescue I and Rescue II assisted the Coast 
Guard in searching for a missing kayak. Rescue I found 
the kayak and both boats continued searching for a missing 
person until the Coast Guard called off the search at dark.  

On June 30, a disabled boat was towed from Tangier 
Island to the boat’s home dock on the Great Wicomico 
River.  On July 1, both rescue boats were used to free a 
boat that had run aground. On July 2, a stuck anchor was 
freed for a cruising sailboat. On July 3, a sailboat transiting 
the bay had its anchor break free and fouled the prop and 
rudder. The boat was towed to Reedville.  On July 4, a boat 
lost power and was towed to the Little Wicomico River.

On July 2,  Rescue III on the Coan River raised a boat 
that sank at its dock and on July 3, searched for a boat 
taking on water.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE 


