
6 56525 10491 6

Business.............................C5-6
Calendar................................B2
Churches...........................B4-6
Classified.........................D1-6

Directory..............................C6
Notices.............................D4-6
Obituaries............................B5
Opinion.............................A4-5

Police...................................A6
Schools..........................C3-4
Sports..............................C1-2
Upcoming.........................B1-3

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Independence Day Celebrations
To view community celebrations in Reedville, 
Irvington, Corrotoman-By-The-Bay, Northumber-
land Shores and Towles Landing, visit RRecord.com.
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Spreading July 4 hospitality
Children crowd the Tides Inn’s rolling red, white and blue bed, which distributed popsicles in Irvington 
last Friday during the town’s annual Fourth of July celebration. Dozens of children riding on decorated 
bicycles, tricycles, wagons and in strollers preceded the 150-plus unit parade down King Carter Drive. 
The parade also featured 57 antique cars. More parade coverage appears at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—During the 
summer break, instead of looking for 
things to do to occupy their time, high 
school seniors Ariel Mahoney and 
Brian Morris are working in steady 
summer jobs for the first time. 

Mahoney works at Chesapeake 
Boat Basin near Kilmarnock, wash-
ing boats and refueling the gas tanks 

Ariel Mahoney said she enjoys 
working at Chesapeake Boat Basin, 
even if it means giving up her 
weekends for the summer.

WARSAW—County administra-
tors Bill Pennell of Lancaster and 
Kenny Eades of Northumberland 
successfully secured federal stimulus 
dollars to fund a second summer job 
program to employ economically 
disadvantaged and disabled young 
adults. 

“This is the first time in eight or 
nine years that we’ve done a summer 
job program specifically earmarked 
for summer youth jobs,” said Mike 
Jenkins of the Bay Consortium 
Investment Board, program admin-
istrator for the U.S. Department of 
Labor. 

Jenkins said Pennell and Eades 
worked to identify sites and coordi-
nate with school systems to secure 
jobs for five students in Northum-
berland and 11 in Lancaster. Listed 
among the employment sites are 
Belle Isle State Park, the school dis-
tricts, local governments, the Boys 
and Girls Club and social services. 

Jenkins indicated there may 
be continued opportunities if the 
summer program is successful.

Stimulus job
program
employs 16

Brian Morris is spending his summer working in construction for Connemara 
of White Stone.  

Summer jobs program keeps some teens busy
boat basin, says Mahoney is a hard 
worker. 

“It’s getting harder and harder to 
find people interested in hard work 
and working weekends. The biggest 
thing for me is that these kids want 
to work. Everything I’ve asked for 
she’s been ready to do. She’s someone 
I’ll try to keep on part-time in the off 
season,” he said.  

With some experience in painting 
and applying fiberglass, Mahoney 
sees the job as a stepping stone toward 
her dream of earning a business man-
agement degree from Christopher 
Newport University and opening her 
own shop in customized painting of 
hulls. 

For Morris, working with a Con-
nemara construction crew was a 
wake-up call—literally—since he is 
required to be at work by 6:45 a.m. 
each morning.  

“When I interviewed with (owner) 
David Jones, he said he was going 
to work me hard. He kept his word,” 
Morris said of his first job and his first 
boss.

As a math enthusiast, Morris said 
his career plans include attending Vir-
ginia State before moving to Atlanta 
and becoming an accountant. For 
now, he enjoys assisting the crew and 
cleaning the site as they frame out a 
3,000-square-foot waterfront home in 
Northumberland.

The teens are among 40 students 
from Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties working under a Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund grant administered by 
the Rappahannock Community Col-
lege (RCC) Workforce and Commu-
nity Development Department.

Trustees of the duPont Fund in May 
awarded $88,021 to the Lancaster 
Community Library in Kilmarnock to 
work with the college and other com-
munity organizations in developing a 
summer jobs network for youth in the 
two counties. Other partners in the 
project are the Northern Neck Boys 
and Girls Club, the governments of 
Lancaster and Northumberland coun-
ties, and VISIONS, a local asset-
development initiative.

Project coordinator Chris Valdri-
ghi interviewed students as young as 
eighth grade and up to recent gradu-
ates. Some 67 applicants from Lan-
caster and 44 from Northumberland 

competed for 20 jobs in each district.
Mahoney and Morris said the inter-

view was easy thanks to Valdrighi’s 
relaxed manner. 

Final applicants were chosen based 
on their experience, interests, qualifi-
cations and assessment level as mea-
sured for a Career Readiness Certifi-
cate (CRC).

“The CRC is the SAT for careers,” 
measuring a student on several abili-
ties, including math and reading, 
Valdrighi said. “It’s a barometer of 
skills for jobs and looks great on 
resumes or college applications.”

 Students are then matched with a 
job and interviewed by management 
before being hired. Participating busi-
nesses include a hospital, a retirement 
center, banks, schools, marinas and 
seafood processing plants. Businesses 
are reimbursed for the students’ pay.

Valdrighi said he visits the job sites 
“to make sure everyone is happy and 
there are no problems.” Of the 40 par-
ticipants, only one did not work out 
because of attendance issues, he noted.

In July, the participants will attend a 
workshop covering ethics and profes-
sionalism in the work place, accord-
ing to Nancy Lloyd, vice president for 
workforce development at RCC. 

“We’re picking sites convenient to 
their work places,” she said. 

Lloyd is thrilled with the program’s 
success, especially the positive reac-
tion from participating businesses, 
with many indicating a desire to keep 
students on beyond the eight-week 
program. 

“I believe the duPont Foundation 
focuses on programs in this area to 
help raise families up. This program, 
like the federal stimulus money, is to 
help youths gain workplace skills. It 
is a rare opportunity for two coun-
ties with high unemployment,” Lloyd 
said.

Lancaster board of supervisors 
chairman Dr. Jack Russell wrote the 
application for the approximately 
$100,000 grant. Russell said the pur-
pose in applying for the program was 
to get kids involved with RCC as a 
way to pique interest in furthering 
their education beyond high school.

He and supervisor Wally Beau-
champ also were instrumental in 
recruiting many of the business par-
ticipants.  

of pleasure and sport fishing boats. 
Because weekends are the busiest 
time of the week at a marina, her days 
off fall on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days. 

She enjoys the job and says her co-
workers keep things light and fun. 

“I’m saving to pay my insurance, 
put gas in my car, and maybe buy a 
new car,” she said. 

Clay Holcomb, owner of the 

by Audrey Thomasson

OCRAN—Two black bear sightings 
have been reported in the White Stone 
area in recent days. 

Angie and Jeff Jackson said they saw 
a black bear in their backyard on Clark 
Point Drive near Ocran July 1.

It was about 5 a.m., Jeff said, “We 
heard a noise and thought it was our 
daughter in the kitchen.” 

But then the couple saw something 
moving just out their bedroom window. 
“We thought it might be a deer at first,” 
Jeff said. “We’ve had deer outside our 
window before.”

They noticed that the bird feeder usu-
ally hanging off the corner of the house 
was gone. 

“The way the animal’s outline looked 
in the dark, I thought it might be a giant 
hog,” Jeff said. 

But when Angie turned on the flood 
lights, the couple realized there was 
a black bear about a foot outside their 
window eating birdseed from their 
feeder, which it had torn from the house 
and destroyed. 

“I ran to get my camera,” Jeff said. 
“Angie kept an eye on the bear, which 
finished off the birdseed and then stood 
up on its hind legs and looked directly 
into the kitchen window, which is catty-
corner from the bedroom window. 

“If he could reach the kitchen window, 
then he had to be about six feet tall,” Jeff 
said.

Undeterred by the floodlights, the 
bear then headed around to the side 
of the house where the trash cans are 
stored. 

“I was still fumbling to get my camera 
ready,” Jeff said. “I heard him getting 
into the trash and I realized he was just 
going to make a big mess so I opened 
the garage door.” 

The bear had already knocked over 
one of the trash cans and stepped on it 
to pop the lid off, Jeff said. 

The noise of the door opening was 

WHITE STONE—The town 
council last Thursday accepted the 
resignation of town manager Garey 
Conrad.

Conrad, who has served as White 
Stone town manager for nearly four 
and a half years, said he is planning 
on writing and spending time on his 
boat. His last day will be July 15.

“You people have been great and I 
have the greatest respect for every-
one at this table,” said Conrad. 

Two black bear
sightings reported

enough to scare the bear off. He ran 
back around behind the house and off 
into the woods. The Jacksons live on 
about three acres that border a stretch 
of woods between Clark Point and Dun-
geons Thicket. 

“I figure he’s long gone,” Jeff said. 
“He moved pretty quickly. He was defi-
nitely skittish.”

The Jacksons warned their neighbors, 
several of whom reported that their own 
bird feeders had gone missing. 

They also called game warden Bob 
Mathers who came about an hour later 
to assess the situation, but noted that the 
bear could be anywhere by then.

Ed Bosher of Dymer Creek Estates 
said he saw a black bear about a week 
earlier on Chase’s Road.

“I was slowing down to turn when I 
saw what looked like a bear headed into 
the woods a couple hundred yards away,” 
he said. “I could tell it was a bear by the 
way it moved. It was more of a lumber-
ing – you know how bears move.” 

Bosher called his wife, Gloria, to tell 
her but she said she didn’t really believe 
it. 

Julia Dixon of the Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries believes it. 
She said black bear sightings are on the 
rise in recent years and there are now 
black bears in almost every county in 
Virginia. 

“Their population has been booming 
in the last five years here,” she said. “It’s 
common to see them passing through 
the area this time of year during mating 
season.”

Another bear was sighted across the 
Rappahannock River in Hartfield  last 
week. 

Dixon said bears often follow the 
creeks looking for food.

“What we want to avoid is having 
them finding food and sticking around,” 
he said.

Trash cans, bird feeders and pet food 
can be common attractants for bears. 

by Reid Pierce Armstrong

Conrad resigns, shared police talks end
Until the town finds a replace-

ment, he said he will be available 
to assist in town operations if 
needed.

Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard called 
the announcement “unfortunate,” 
but thanked Conrad for his ser-
vice.

“We do wish you the very best,” 
said Hubbard.

Scott Hudson, who chairs the 
public safety committee, reported 
to council that talks with the neigh-
boring town of Irvington regard-

ing a shared police force had been 
abandoned. Following a recent 
meeting, members of the commit-
tee voted unanimously to pursue no 
further action on the matter, said 
Hudson.

“There were just a lot of logis-
tical and personnel issues, and we 
felt it was not an appropriate deci-
sion at this time,” said Hudson. 

Talks of a shared police force, 
initiated my members of the Irving-
ton safety commission, have been 
under way for several months.

by Alex Haseltine

BEAR, continued on page  A2
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804-695-4717 • Hartfield, Virginia

Heart Wrenching, Emotionally Draining
Life Changing

Can You Afford to Pass This Up?

Volunteer Now to Help a Child 
have a Voice in Juvenile Court

Serving All Counties in the Northern Neck
CASA volunteers come from all walks of life. They have 
a variety of professional, educational and ethnic back-

grounds. No special education or experience is required. 
Volunteers are selected on the basis of their objectivity, 

competence and commitment.

Northern Neck CASA provides full training.

Request an Interview 
Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 pm Monday through Friday

Northern Neck CASA
Tele: 804 462 0881

E-Mail: nncasa@kaballero.com

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
InsuranceAffordable health

care plans.
Affordable prices.

Call your local Authorized 
Anthem agent today to
learn more.

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town 
of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem 
Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent licensee of the Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®Registered marks Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Association.

For more 
information 
please call:

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com

Tickets can be purchased in advanced
Located Across the street from Mary Ball 

Washington Museum 8373 Mary Ball Road 
(Route 3) Lancaster, Virginia 22503

(804) 462-0080

1st Annual July Jubilee
Come celebrate the Lancaster Tavern

Grand Opening July 11th • 10am-9pm
$20 per person, includes the following:

* Local live entertainment 11am-closing
* Crafters & local vendors

* Local wineries with wine tasting
* Wine glass with Lancaster Tavern logo
* Children’s activities & entertainment

* Giant Yard Sale
* Local tours of the museum & jail

* Golden beverages available
* Picnic style food

* Children under 12 eat free
* Free parking

But black bears also tend to be 
skittish, Dixon said. 

“You never want to approach 
one,” she said, although black 
bears almost never attack. A 
loud noise will typically scare 
them off. 

If a bear is spotted, the best 
thing to do is to leave it alone, 

Dixon said. 
If the bear is near the house, 

be sure to give it an escape route. 
Bring pets and people inside and 
make loud noises to scare the 
bear away. 

For more information on 
black bears, visit dgif.virginia.
gov/wildlife/bear.

•  Adult small boat courses - learn to sail a sunfi sh!
•  US Sailing Keelboat certifi cate courses for adults
•  Week long courses for children throughout the summer
•  Yacht Charter and skippered yacht charter
•  New boat sales - we are your local Laser Performance   
   dealer for Sunfi sh, Lasers, Optimists etc. & parts

Tel: 804.438.9300            www.premiersailing.com

LEARN TO SAIL
with

PREMIER SAILING 
SCHOOL

At The Tides

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Rep. 
Rob Wittman became the 46th 
congressman to co-sponsor the 
Parental Rights amendment 
(House Joint Resolution 42) 
according to Terry Beatley of 
Lancaster. Beatley is the First 
District coordinator for Parental-
Rights.org, a nationwide organi-
zation to protect children by 
empowering parents through the 
passage of the Parental Rights 
amendment and defeating U.S. 
ratification of the United Nation’s 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC).

The Parental Rights amend-
ment defines that it’s the liberty 
of parents to direct the upbring-
ing and education of their chil-
dren as a fundamental right, 

said Beatley. It also states that 
no treaty may be adopted nor 
shall any source of international 
law be employed to supersede, 
modify, interpret, or apply to the 
rights guaranteed by this article.

The Parental Rights amend-
ment has now been sponsored 
in the Senate (Senate Resolu-
tion 16), said Beatley. Paren-
talRights.org urges everyone to 
call Senators Webb and Warner 
and strongly urge them to co-
sponsor Senate Resolution 16 
and to vote no on the UNCRC 
treaty.

For further information, go to 
ParentalRights.org, or to have 
Beatley speak at church, club 
meetings, or other gatherings, 
call 462-9950.

R. L. SELF
TIMBER, INC.

Lively Wood Yard
Excavating  •  Lot Clearing  •  Landscaping

Site Planning  •  Hauling  •  Roads & Driveways
Grading  •  Erosion Control  •  Stone & Mulch

Rip Rap Installation & Repairs  •  Basements
Timber Harvesting  •  Wood Recycling

Fax (804) 462-7037 • 6088 Mary Ball Rd, Lively, VA

MULCH & STONE SALES
Hours: M-Sat 8-4:30pm • Sun noon-4pm

(804) 462-7913

From left are Terry Beatley and Rep. Rob Wittman.

Rep. Wittman endorses 
Parental Rights amendment

Bear sightings reported
continued from page A1

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Atlantic Hurricane season 
is over a month old and 
one tropical depression has 
occurred. The season does not 
end officially until Novem-
ber 30. More than 35 million 
Americans live in regions 
most threatened by Atlan-
tic hurricanes, including the 
Northern Neck.

Public awareness and public 
preparedness are the best 
defenses against a hurricane, 
reported American Red Cross 
Northumberland County 
Chapter publicity chairman 
Joan Kroll.

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) forecasters, in their 
initial outlook for the 2009 
season, say there is a 70 per-
cent chance of having 9 to 14 
storms, of which 4 to 7 could 
become hurricanes, including 
l to 3 major hurricanes (Cat-
egory 3, 4 or 5), said Kroll.

A hurricane is a type of trop-
ical cyclone or low pressure 
system that generally forms 
in the tropics, she explained. 
These tropical cyclones are 
classified according to the 
strength of their winds, the 
mildest being a tropical 
depression with sustained 
winds of 38 mph or less, fol-
lowed by a tropical storm 
having winds of 39-73 mph 
with the most intense tropical 
weather system being a hur-
ricane with sustained winds 
of 74 mph or higher.  When 
winds from these storms 
reach 39 mph, the cyclones 
are given names.

The 2006 and 2007 seasons 
were relatively quiet and 2008 

Chief of emergency services for Lancaster County 
Scott Hudson will speak on hurricane preparedness 

at 7 p.m. July 22 at Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Weems. 

“Basically, the thing I preach is self-preparedness,” 
Hudson said. “Establish an emergency kit. Make sure 
your house is secure. If asked to evacuate, do so. If you’re 
a business owner, make sure you have a continuity of 
operation plan. There are all kinds of things to do to pre-
pare. It’s pretty much too late after it happens. After it 
happens, you’re picking up the pieces.”

Hudson is responsible for emergency management, 
emergency medical services and hazardous materials. He 
oversees the 16 career employees of the county’s emer-
gency medical services staff. His office is at the county 
courthouse. He reports to the county administrator and 
the board of supervisors.

A certified emergency manager, Hudson is a graduate 
of Lancaster High School. He is pursuing a public admin-
istration degree online from the National University in 
San Diego. 

Following in the steps of his grandmother, father 
and two uncles, he served 17 years on the Kilmarnock-
Lancaster County Volunteer Rescue Squad and is a life 
member of the squad. He also has served with the Kil-
marnock Volunteer Fire Department. His presentation is 
free and will be followed by refreshments. For reserva-
tions, call the church at 438-6875, or visit office@camp-
bellchurch.net. 

Red Cross issues preparedness alert
Scott Hudson to address
hurricane preparedness

saw five major hurricanes, 
said Kroll.  Areas outside 
of the direct path of a huri-
cane may experience related 
severe weather or tornadoes, 
added Kroll.

Now is the time to get pre-
pared, she said. The American 
Red Cross recommends every-
one take three simple actions 

to get ready for a variety of 
disasters: get a kit, make a 
plan, and be informed.

• Get a kit – build a disas-
ter supplies kit that includes 
enough supplies for each 
family member for at least 
three days. For those who 
have kits, be sure to update 
the contents. 

• Make a plan – have a 
family communications and 
evacuation plan which is coor-
dinated with school, work and 
community plans. Practice the 
plan with the entire family.  
Don’t forget to include provi-
sions for pets in the plan.

• Be informed – learn what 
types of hazards could affect 
the family and know the 
home’s vulnerability to storm 
surge, flooding and wind. Find 
out how local officials will 
contact folks in the event of a 
disaster. Know the difference 
between a hurricane watch 
and a hurricane warning.

A hurricane watch indicates 
the possibility that an area 
could experience hurricane 
conditions within 36 hours and 
should trigger a disaster plan, 
A hurricane warning indicates 
sustained winds of at least 74 
mph are expected within 24 
hours or less, requiring folks 
to complete protective actions 
and decide the safest location 
to be during the storm.

Last week, members of the 
Northumberland Red Cross 
board and disaster action team 
joined the county Department 
of Social Services for a tour 
of the new, combined Nor-
thumberland Middle and High 
School building to see the 
facilities which would serve as 
the county shelter in the event 
of a major hurricane or other 
disaster, said Kroll.

To learn more about prepar-
ing for a hurricane, call the 
Northumberland Red Cross 
Chapter at 580-4933, or visit 
redcross.org, or the National 
Hurricane Center at nhc.noaa.
gov.

IRVINGTON—The Irvington 
Town Council will meet at 7:30 
p.m. tonight (July 9) in the town 
office at 235 Steamboat Road.

Council will hear committee 
reports, preview the new town 
website and receive an update on 
the design of a new brochure.

LANCASTER—Land use 
director Don Gill will present 
proposed changes in the com-
mercial and limited commercial 
zoning ordinances at the Lan-
caster planning commission 
meeting July 16.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. in the General District court-
room at the county courthouse. 

Planners also will refine defini-
tions for windmills and wind tur-
bine technology.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of super-
visors meets at 5 p.m. today, 
July 9, at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

Transportation residency 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning com-
mission will hold a public hear-
ing at 7 p.m.  Thursday, July 
16, in the courts building at 39 
Judicial Place in Heathsville on 
a request from Paul R. Robert-
son, owner, and Manuel Haynie, 
agent, for a change in zoning 
district classification from resi-
dential waterfront to business.

The 0.2-acre parcel is in Reed-
ville next to the post office on 
Route 360 at 20336 Northum-
berland Highway and houses 
Reedville Automotive Inc.  

The Agenda
Local Government News

administrator Sean Trapani, 
school superintendent Clint Sta-
bles and county administrator 
Kenneth D. Eades are scheduled 
to give their monthly reports. 

 The board will hold three 

public hearings beginning at 7 
p.m. Quarles Petroleum seeks 
authorization to establish a bulk 
propane and petroleum storage 
facility adjacent to the solid 
waste disposal site on Route 
200 near Kilmarnock.

Madaline Beasley seeks 
authorization to establish a 
restaurant and tea room at 316 
Main Street in Reedville. 

Mark and Elaine Johnsen 
seek authorization to build a pri-
vate storage building and barn 
on an undeveloped lot in the 
Oyster Cove subdivision near 
Heathsville.

CHRISTCHURCH—Retired 
U.S. Army Gen. Gordon R. Sul-
livan recently spent an evening 
with the Christchurch School 
prefects.

Following a dinner in his honor, 
Gen. Sullivan discussed strategies 
and best practices in leadership 
with the prefects, both as a group 
and individually. Prefects are stu-
dent leaders chosen by peers and 
faculty to lead and motivate in the 
dormitories and throughout the 
Christchurch School community.

Gen. Sullivan is president and 
chief operating officer of the 
Association of the United States 
Army. For his work with AUSA, 

Retired four-star general addresses student leaders

From left are retired U.S. Army Gen. Gordon R. Sullivan and 
Christchurch School prefect Alec Faulkner, the son of Norm 
and Michele Faulkner of Irvington. 

he was awarded the Sylvanus 
Thayer Award.

Gen. Sullivan was the 32nd 
Chief of Staff, and a member of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He is 
the co-author of Hope is Not a 
Method.

He chairs the board of trustees 
at Norwich University, a director 
of the Institute of Defense Analy-
ses, and chairman emeritus of the 
Marshal Legacy Institute.

He is a recipient of the Army 
Distinguished Service Medal, 
Legion of Merit, Bronze Star and 
Purple Heart.  
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

National Parks

Sept 6 to
Sept 17, 2009

of the West

This is a spectacular 
escorted 12 day motor coach 

tour from Phoenix to Rapid City including the Grand 
Canyon, Zion National Park, Salt Lake City, Jackson 
Hole, Yellowstone, Mt. Rushmore and much much 
more. RT Service from Richmond included. Call for a 
brochure and complete details. All this for only $3299.

www.citravel.com · kilmarnock@citravel.com

For information or  
reservations, call

(804) 435-2666

New & excitiNg Bus Trip Get-Aways!

November 21, 2009 - Matinee • National Theatre
Includes: Roundtrip motor coach • Show tickets
What happens when a few boys from a rough Jersey neighborhood 
get together with a big idea? Only one of the greatest success stories 
in pop music history! From blue-collar boys to Doo-Wop sensations, 
follow the journey of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons from the 
dark streets to the bright stage. As they said, Oh, What a Night!

The story of Franki Valli & The Four Seasons

TONY AWARD-WINNING

Jersey Boys

Call for
Details

American Idol winner Fantasia reprises her starring role of Celie 
in the National Tour of the Broadway musical. An unforgettable 
story about hope and the power of love, set to a joyous score 
featuring jazz, ragtime, gospel, and blues.

OPRAH WINFREY PRESENTS

The Color Purple
The Musical About Love

August 2, 2009 - Matinee • Kennedy Center
Includes: Roundtrip motor coach • Show tickets • Pre-show lunch

New!
Call for Details

Vinyl Double-Hung Insulated
Glass Windows

Call 436-3013 For Free Estimates

Locally Owned And Operated Family Business 
with over 65 years of combined experience to 

assure your complete satisfaction
Licensed & Insured

★ Special Pricing on Bay Windows, Bow 
Windows, Garden Windows & Sliding Glass Doors   
★ Financing Available  ★ Terms to fit your budget

Distributors

Toll Free 888-296-4707

7962 General Puller Highway
Topping, Virginia

★ Ask us how we can help you receive $1500
From the US Government Stimulus Tax Credit

 Special Pricing on Bay Windows, Bow 

• Lifetime Warranty
• Guaranteed 35% Fuel Savings
• Tilt-In For Easy Cleaning
• Half Screen Comes Standard
• Custom Made To Fit Each Opening

Completely Installed
(No extras needed)

$16900

Everybody can remember 
when this little Boy had a 
Great Big Smile...but now 
that he’s reached the great 
BIG FIVE-O, everybody 
says “Whoa take it slow”!

Happy Birthday
Love, 

Mom, Dad, Sandra & Scooter

LANCASTER—Corroto-
man-By-The-Bay celebrated 
Independence Day July 4 with 
a parade and other activites.

The parade was led by the 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department, followed by 
a number of entries of trimmed 
bicycles, golf carts and baby 
strollers, said event chairman 
Mary Ann Olsen

Community association 
president Mike Carter led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and it was 
followed by everyone singing 
“God Bless America,” said 
Olsen.

More than 75 people enjoyed 
hot dogs, hamburgers, baked 
beans, chips, drinks and ice 
cream, she said.

There was a crab race game, 
an egg toss and several chil-
dren’s games.

Jean and Bill Ehlman co-

WICOMICO CHURCH—
The Towles Landing Com-
munity celebrated July 4 from 
dawn to dusk with events that 
demonstrated their love of 
family, community and coun-
try.

The kickoff was the first 
Firecracker Run. Early morn-
ing risers were out to wit-
ness the quick run around the 
square.  

Soon after the run was the 
sixth Towles Landing July 
4 parade. Highlights of the 
parade are always the antique 
fire trucks driven by Carrol 
Groff and Paul Rogers.

This year’s parade included 
a lawn chair brigade by the 
Mills, Migliara and Begora 
families who dazzled every-
one with their precision chair 
work.  The Bowden family 
float had a theme of Rockin’ 
at the Rivah, which brought 
cheers from everyone for their 
punk-colored hair and singing JEWELRY 

FACTS
BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

   The rubies from the Mogok region of Myan-
mar (formerly Burma), have a vivid richness 
and intensity of their red color that makes them 
especially prized. Rubies have also been found 
in the United States, in Montana and North 
Carolina.
   Rubies are the birthstone for July. If we don’t 
have exactly what you want, we can get it for 
you without delay. Stop in soon.

WARSAW FARMERS MARKET
Saturday, July 11 – 9 am-1 pm

Contact: 761-2640

Super heroes join parade
Mike “The Hulk” Taylor and Eric “Superman” Scott join in 
a July 4 parade down Main Street in Reedville. The parade 
is sponsored by Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department and is 
part of a daylong celebration in Reedville, including a 5k run in 
the morning, children’s activities at the Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum, a firehouse dance and fireworks over Cockrell’s 
Creek. More parade coverage appears at RRecord.com. Photo 
by Reid Pierce Armstrong

Neighborhood celebrates July 4
by Rebecca Wright-Bowden of “Born on the 4th of July.” 

Children rode their bicycles, 
tricycles and mini cars deco-
rated with red, white, and blue.  
Antique cars and lawn tractors 
were brought out by neighbors, 
Sam Ingram, John Forcum and 
Stuart Belvin.

After playing hard all day on 
the bay, the 100 plus commu-
nity gathered together to share 
in a large cookout.  The meal 
was followed by children of all 
ages playing games, including 
sack races, tug of war, and hula 
hoop contests  which were 
eagerly watched and cheered 
by all.  The most anticipated 
race is always the duck race, 
where the little yellow ducks 
race through the slot and its 
owner wins a prize. 

After nightfall, a dueling 
fireworks display lit up the 
neighborhood with everyone 
cheering for more.

Photos from the Towles 
Landing event and other com-
munity celebrations appear at 
RRecord.com.

Community observes festivities
chaired “Closest to the Hole.”  
Special awards were given to 
those with a birthday or anni-
versary closest to July 4, the 
newest in neighborhood and 
the couple living there the lon-
gest, continued Olsen.

Door prizes were given 
from the Earth Store, Booth’s 
Landscaping, Farm and Home, 
Greenpoint Nursery and Kel-
lum’s Produce, she said.

Fireworks chairman Barry 
Jackson presented a 45-minute 
show over the water near the 
community dock around 9:15 
p.m. 

Photos from the Corroto-
man-By-The-Bay event and 
other community celebrations 
appear at RRecord.com.

Correction
In an article last week, Amer-

ican Red Cross River Counties 
chapter director was errone-
ously introduced as the YMCA 
director.

Savannah Joe’s
7:00pm - 10:30pm

The Original Rhondells
Friday, July 10

804-435-6000 • Kilmarnock

$7 Buffett Friday−Chicken, pulled pork, 
beans, slaw, rolls and sauce

6pm-8:00pm
Full Menu Available Until 9pm • Sandwiches til 10pm

Lawn Chairs Welcome

Beer & Barbeque 
& Rock n’Roll

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com
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 Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

This year I have been reliving the past by 
paying return visits to places I enjoyed on 

earlier sojourns. This time, the pleasure comes 
from observing the reactions of the B.E.s, and 
in some cases of my good wife, the latter being 
in loci she had not visited in her single years.  

Last week we paid a call at Agecroft Hall in 
Richmond, perhaps the largest and most com-
plete 16th-century structure in America.  Origi-
nally, it was an English manor house, which sat 
upon coal mines, the excavations for which had 
undermined the foundation to the extent that 
the building had to be moved or demolished. 

Along came Richmond’s tobacco indus-
trialist who had diversified into other fields, 
T.C. Williams, and who wanted to make a 
great statement about the future of his upscale 
development, Windsor Farms.  He and his wife 
traveled to England, viewed the building in its 
precarious state, and decided it could become 
the home of their dreams, on the crowning 
knoll of the new subdivision, overlooking the 
James River.

They arranged to purchase it, but some 
in Britain objected to such a treasure being 
removed from the country. No less a figure 
than Winston Churchill addressed the sub-
ject on the floor of the House of Commons. 
The Williams prevailed, and the building was 

taken apart, with the pieces being numbered, 
and packed, then shipped in cartons to Amer-
ica. The re-assembly was one of the grandest 
jigsaw puzzle solutions in history.

The result, which required almost three 
years, from 1925 to 1927, gave the Williams 
a magnificent home, but given their interest 
in philanthropy, also the 
promise of a future benefit 
to society in general, and 
especially to schoolchildren 
who could learn about life 
in another era and culture. 
Regrettably, Mr. Williams 
lived only a year after set-
tling into his manor. A few 
years later, Mrs. Williams 
married the father of future 
Kentucky Senator Thruston 
Morton and Maryland Congressman Rogers 
C.B. Morton.

After his death, she continued to live in the 
home until 1965, when she moved out, and 
opened the property for public visitation. I 
have toured many such mansions in Britain, 
but I know of nowhere on this side of the 
pond that offers such an opportunity to see the 
physical evidence of life in Tudor England. 
From the folded linen oak paneling to the cof-

fered Elizabethan ceilings and the stone fire-
places, one becomes immersed in the life of 
the period.

The tables are set for seasonal meals, and 
the beds are hung with seasonal fabrics, thus 
the guest sees things as they would have been 
at the time of year of the visit. Outside, the 

grounds and gardens 
represent one of the 
triumphs of landscape 
architect Charles Gil-
lette. Known for his 
stepped down effects, 
at Agecroft, he mas-
tered a difficult terrain 
with majestic plantings 
that the ageing process 
steadily has improved. 
Nothing connotes the 

20th century, the entire focus being on the 
15th and 16th.

The renovations, which were necessary for 
Agecroft to become a public space, have been 
discrete and tasteful, as in the conversion of 
the Williams’ garage into a reception area and 
small theater where visitors view an introduc-
tory film about the house’s history. Our docent, 
Mrs. Sue Hodder, a cousin of Dr. John H. 
Harding Jr. of Lilian, added to the mystique of 

the mansion by noting the derivation of many 
words and phrases which we have inherited 
from our Tudor forebears.

Today the public Agecroft sits in the devel-
opment T.C. Williams envisioned, now having 
spent almost 20 percent of its life in Virginia.  
Next door is Virginia House, the result of 
another ambitious scheme, which brought a 
16th-century English priory to Richmond. It 
is the property of The Virginia Historical Soci-
ety, but is rarely open for public visitation. It 
is on our list of forthcoming attractions, we 
hope.

Virginians are in a privileged place to have 
Agecroft Hall in our midst. As a teaching tool, 
it should be an indispensable part of chil-
dren’s education. How better to understand 
Shakespeare than to visit a home that was 
contemporaneous with him? How better to 
understand Jamestown in 1607 than to see the 
fabric of the Mother Country that the colonists 
left behind, albeit granted most of them were 
not of the class which lived in such a station? 
Lastly, how better to understand the evolution 
of Virginia across four centuries than to expe-
rience the tangible evidence of English history 
as presented and interpreted by modern giants 
of our more recent past, T.C. Williams and 
Charles Gillette?

Virginians are in a 
privileged place to have 
Agecroft Hall in our midst. 
As a teaching tool, it should 
be an indispensable part of 
children’s education.

Focal Point

Eagle rests
At the end of the day,  on the western side of the Western 
Branch of the Corrotoman,  a majestic symbol of America 
surveys his terrain.  Neighbors say it’s nice to see this still 
endangered species so close to home. 

Photo by Howard Hanchey

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Reprints from the July 9, 1909, issue of the 
Virginia Citizen.

Baseball
A game of baseball between the Cruising Col-

ligans, of Hampton, and Irvington was played 
on the latter’s diamond Wednesday afternoon, 
resulting in a score of 11 to 6 in favor of the 
home team.

The Tappahannock baseball team, after taking 
Warsaw’s scalp last Saturday to the tune of 11 
to 3, went down to Sharps on Wednesday of this 
week, defeating that team by a score of 6 to 2.

On Monday, a game of baseball between Flee-
ton and Irvington was played on the latter’s dia-
mond, resulting in a score of 14 to 2 in favor of 
Irvington. This is the second victory for Irving-
ton out of a series of three games between these 
clubs. A brass band accompanied the visiting 
team to enliven the occasion.

Mutual Companies
One Mutual Company in Virginia is sixty 

years old, another forty, and many over ten years 
old. The Northern Neck Mutual Fire Ass’n of 
Irvington, is over thirteen years old and is doing 
a three million dollar business. Last year there 
was an increase of one million. Nine-tenths of 
the Mutual Fire Companies live, prosper, and 
save thousands of dollars to home people.

Irvington’s Fourth
As has been for years, Irvington had a crowd 

to its “blow-out” on Saturday. More than a thou-
sand visitors were in attendance.

In the forenoon there was a game of ball 
between the home team and the Tappahannock 
nine, resulting in a score of 3 to 2 for Irvington.

At noon dinner was served to a large crowd, as 
hungry and pleasantly disposed as such crowds 
usually are, and a vast amount of provisions was 
offered up. The dinner was for the benefit of 
the Village Improvement Association, and the 
labor falling on the ladies of the village, was, as 
always, gracefully and faithfully attended to.

At  2 p.m., a hundred motor craft, loaded with 
spectators, went out to the river to witness the 

race of work launches of power under 20-horse. 
There were two entries, Lee Simmons, of Irving-
ton, and Dr. Rob Hoskins, of Mathews. Mr. Sim-
mons had won the fifty dollar cup two years in 
succession, defeating Dr. Hoskins last year, but 
this year the cup went to the Mathews man by a 
few boat lengths. The race of ten miles was close 
and exciting from start to finish.

Millenbeck
Messrs. Hargerty and Likes, of Baltimore, are 

here for a few months vacation.
Mrs. E. C. Johnson and daughter, Miss 

Audrey, of Washington, D.C., have arrived to 
spend a few weeks.

Mrs. C. L. Rogers was called to Irvington 
Monday of this week on account of her mother’s 
illness.

A. W. Cooper, of Baltimore, spent a few days 
this week at Towles Point with his family.

Miss Etta Schools, of Saluda, is visiting her 
sister, Mrs. Geo. E. Lewis, this week.

Quite a number of persons from here and 
vicinity attended the races, etc., at Irvington on 
Saturday of last week. A large number from here 
(Bertrand and Ottoman) attended the drama on 
Monday night.

T. F. Warren took his little daughter, Jennie, 
to an eye and throat specialist in Baltimore last 
week for treatment.

Wagenen’s pile driver and crew, which has 
been here the past three weeks rebuilding the 
wharf, left on Monday of this week for Port 
Royal.

W. W. Davenport is sick at this time. We hope 
to see him out again soon.

Weems
Mrs. Susan Jones is still under the doctor’s 

care.
Mrs. Lewis, of Wicomico, recently visited her 

sister, Mrs. M. M. Hayden here.
Mrs. W. T. Ashburn, of Irvington, spent 

Monday at the home of the daughter, Mrs. B. G. 
Doggett, of this place.

Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library. 

B-I-N-G-O
A couple of years ago, when I 

was on hiatus from the General 
Assembly, I was at one of the 
local grocery stores and struck up 
a conversation with the clerk.

After saying that she recog-
nized me, I suggested that maybe 
we had gone to school together or 
that we lived on the same end of 
the county, knowing full well that 
my picture had been in the paper 
nearly every week during the pre-
vious six years. 

Finally the woman snapped her 
fingers and said, “I’ve got it!  You 
work bingo sometimes up at the 
firehouse, don’t you?”

For those who play it and work 
it, bingo is serious business.  So 
serious that a former delegate 
from the 99th lost his re-election 
in large part due to his opposition 
to “charitable gaming.”

Locally, we think of bingo as 
a small affair. It’s conducted at 
the fire halls and perhaps at the 
local VFW.  However, elsewhere 
in Virginia, bingo is big business.  
State law says that a charity must 
“benefit” from bingo, so bingo 
companies set up in abandoned 
shopping centers and get non-
profits to “volunteer” for the night 
and benefit from the proceeds.

Charitable gaming was legal-
ized in 1973, but it wasn’t until 
1996 that the Commonwealth 
started implementing strict over-
sight. This oversight sprang from 
the fact that there were a large 
number of abuses, including 
shorting players on prize money, 
and shell corporations charging 
excessive rent to their bingo halls, 
which minimized profit and thus 
limited prize money.

It is with these big affairs in 
mind that the Department of 
Charitable Gaming Commis-
sion’s paperwork and regulations 
were created.  And for those of 
us who represent rural areas, this 
one-size-fits-all approach is bur-
densome and bureaucratic. I have 
witnessed the paperwork required 
and I find it mind-numbing and 
excessive for local volunteer 
organizations.

It was for these reasons that 
I co-patroned HB2595 which 
raised the exemption level for 
non-profits to $40,000 annual 
gross income. This helps reduce 
the paperwork; however, even a 
small volunteer fire department 
which holds weekly bingo games 
can exceed this level by a factor 
of five.

The biggest shortcoming 
of HB2595, however, is that it 
addresses charitable gaming 
reform in a piecemeal fashion.  
Therefore, I was glad to see the 
creation of special subcommit-
tees from the House and Senate 
charged with jointly examining 
Virginia’s charitable gaming leg-
islation for more comprehensive 
reform.

Their efforts are focused on 
gathering information from vari-
ous stake-holders. To comment, 
or to get involved in stakeholder 
meetings, contact senior staff 
attorney Maria Everett with the 
Division of Legislative Services 
at meverett@dls.virginia.gov, or 
call  786-3591. 

This comprehensive review of 
Virginia’s charitable gaming laws 
could finally give our local volun-
teer groups a real chance to shout, 
“Bingo!”

Delegate’s 
Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

Most people are inclined to 
believe that the home is the 
safest place to be. But to mil-
lions of innocent children, it 
is sometimes a place of terror, 
fear, guilt, hurt and neglect.

Child abuse and neglect 
are crimes that are difficult 
to rationalize, the capability 
and extent of damage that one 
human can inflict upon another, 
and more specifically, that a 
person can inflict upon their 
own child.

CASA, the acronym for 
“Court Appointed Special 
Advocate,” is a national 
nonprofit organization of 
volunteers and professionals 
dedicated to speak for the best 
interests of children involved 
in the juvenile court system. 
CASA’s role in “looking out for 
the best interests of the child” 
involves a volunteer accepting 
a case from the judge of the 
Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
tions Court and investigating 
the child’s “life.” The court 
order allows the advocate to 
speak with school personnel, 
doctors, counselors, family and 
extended family members–and 
report back to the court with a 
written report before the next 
scheduled hearing takes place.

Our reports to the court have 
been viewed as “indispensable” 
by some judges simply because 
social service personnel are 
inundated with cases as are 
guardians ad litem. CASA vol-
unteers work with one or two 
children at any given time.

Please read what one CASA 
child, Pamela B., has said: “Pat 
was there for me the entire 
way, advocating for visits with 
my old foster family, making 

sure I was seeing my therapist 
regularly, and checking with 
my teachers to make sure I was 
managing in school. She told 
me things can only get better, 
and that I just need to hang in 
there until they do.

“I never had someone stand 
up for me like she did. She 
stood before the judge, the 
lawyers, my mother, and case-
workers and wasn’t swayed by 
their opinions. It completely 
amazed me. I trusted her more 
with every visit and every call 
and found myself enjoying her 
check-ups and questioning. She 
became not only an advocate, 
but a friend I could truly count 
on. Earlier this year I testified 
to a legislative committee on 
behalf of the CASA program.

“At the end of the testimony 
I said: ‘To give a child a CASA 
is to give them a voice. To give 
them a voice is to give them 
hope, and to give them hope 
is to give them the world.’ I 
believe that with all my heart.”

The volunteer staff of 
Northern Neck CASA is the 
lifeblood of the organization. 
Currently, we have 17 dedi-
cated volunteers handling three 
counties. We are in the process 
of expanding into neighboring 
counties. We clearly need  your 
help.

To help create a broader 
understanding of the program 
and what a volunteer does, the 
Northern Neck CASA office 
is planning an informative 
get-together to give you all the 
data you may need to make an 
educated decision on volun-
teering. Please call our office at 
462-0881. You can make a dif-
ference in the life of a child.

(Betty Wirth is the director of 
Northern Neck CASA.)

Northern Neck CASA 
volunteers make a difference

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

There is a better way to save 
money than the new ferry 
hours.

Was careful consideration 
given to the demographic factor 
before the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) 
shortened the hours of opera-
tion of the Merry Point ferry?

The first fact is that working 
people (of which I am not one) 
who need to use the ferry will 
travel 15 to 20 miles extra each 
way, each day, spending more 
scarce dollars, burning more 
costly fuel and adding more 
pollution to the atmosphere. 

The second fact is that retir-
ees (of which I am one) will 
hardly be inconvenienced. 
This creates the appearance of 
favoritism.

If careful consideration was 
not given, or it was and this is 
deemed the best way to save 
$75,000 a year, then a better 
alternative might be to save 
the $75,000 by reducing higher 
echelon VDOT salaries.

 Milton Kingsbury,
Lancaster

A better way
to save money

I would like to applaud Rob 
Wittman for his vote against 
the American Clean Energy 
and Security Act, or “Cap and 
Trade” bill.

There were certainly parts of 
the bill to like. It would set effi-
ciency standards and encour-
age alternative energy.

However, the key provi-

Wittman votes 
the right way

sions of the bill resemble ear-
lier European efforts and the 
European model raises serious 
questions about the ability to 
cut carbon emissions or fund 
green technology solutions for 
the future. In fact, the biggest 
polluters—GE, Duke Energy, 
Shell, Conoco Phillips, BP 
America, DuPont and Dow 
would receive 85 percent pol-
lution free credits.

Again, this mirrors the Euro-
pean model where the big pol-
luters won’t even pay because 
of their special interest connec-
tions. If the big polluters don’t 
have to pay, who does?

The average citizen will, 
with higher utility bills, higher 
prices at the pump, and higher 
prices for what we buy. This 
hardly seems fair.

Rob Wittman did the right 
thing by voting against this 
bill. I hope the Senate will do 
the same.

Tim Fitzpatrick,
Irvington

The last time a populist 
uprising started in Iran, then 
President George W. Bush 
loudly voiced his support and 
encouragement.

Resenting American inter-
ference, Iranians at once closed 
ranks. The historic opportunity 
was lost.

Yet some Republicans seem 
already to have forgotten this 
lesson. Why else would they be 
calling for President Obama to 
take a tougher line with Iran?

President Bush acknowl-
edged that he “doesn’t do 

nuance.” But there’s nothing 
nuanced about the only way 
that true democracy grows and 
survives: from within.

Those who have failed to 
register this larger life lesson 
from the Bush years are in 
no position to criticize or, for 
that matter, to lead us in such 
cases.

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Change in Iran

I am unhappy with DTV in 
Urbanna.

I have a problem where 
there are days the signals just 
don’t get to me. I can be in the 
middle of a show and poof, 
it may be gone 10 minutes 
or three days. And how do 
you know you will see your 
show?

I think DTV is one big joke 
or a ploy to make us get cable 
or Direct TV, which to me is 
on the level of having maids 
or servants. Everyone can’t 
afford these things. Besides, 
it’s the principle of the thing.

Meanwhile the president is 
telling us to buy American-
made products. Did anyone 
find a converter box made in 
the USA? Did China get rich 
off a converter box scam with 
government coupons?

I would have been happier 
if the government sent me two 
$40 coupons to buy food and 
a dish of honesty about my 
TV.

Dianne Cockrell
Urbanna

DTV: Now you see 
it, now you don’t

by Betty Wirth
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Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.
P. O. Box 400 • Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Phone 804-435-1701, ext. 16, or email circulation@rrecord.com

OR: Order an Internet subscription 
and download a PDF version of the 

entire Rappahannock Record on 
your computer! Get it Wednesdays!

Greenpoint Nursery
... an eclectic collection for 

aesthetic reflection.

462-0220

 ... we’re in lovely uptown Lively on Route 3
Tuesday-Saturday 11 - 5                 462-6260

                                            Interior Design

                                        Home Accessories

                  Home Furnishings

                                Gourmet Food & Gifts

the

Announcement
VA Agricultural 

Best Management Practices 
FY2010 Cost-Share Signup Dates  

Monday, July 13 – Friday, August 21

For information, or to sign up, 
please call or stop by to set up an appointment

NNSWCD District Office
5559 Richmond Road

Warsaw, VA 22572
804 333-3525, ext 102

Election Day is four months 
away but our most rabid local 
political partisans are already 
in full voice and at fever pitch.

We were treated to long, stri-
dent harangues from both ends 
of the spectrum in last week’s 
Rappahannock Record and 
unless something changes, I 
fear there will be many, many 
more from the same parties 
between now and November.

I applaud their willingness 
to express themselves publicly, 
no matter how unreasoning and 
unreasonable their positions 
appear to be, but we’ve heard 
it all before, over and over, ad 
nauseum, and in my opinion 
your readers are poorly served 
by devoting so much ink and 
paper to the opinions of those 
who write week after week. 

Many newspapers deal with 
serial letter writers by limiting 
the number of times any one 
correspondent may reach print 
within a given time period. 
Would the Record’s publisher 
and editor please consider such 
a restriction as a service and 
kindness to its readers?

Something on the order of 
once a quarter would give 
everyone a chance to say their 
piece without allowing anyone 
to dominate. Such a policy 
would help to return your edi-
torial page to the more civil 
and democratic forum it was 
in earlier times when it wasn’t 
monopolized by the harridans 
and fanatics that have taken it 
over of late. 

The Record provides a valu-
able service to its readers and 
my desire is not to stifle debate, 
but to encourage it by reining 
in those who think that the 
more often and more viciously 
one states something, the more 
likely it is to be believed. In a 
community as small and inti-
mate as ours, however, some 
pains must be taken to preserve 
the sense of mutual respect and 
tolerance that is essential to har-
mony and polite coexistence. I, 
for one, will voluntarily limit 
my use of the Record’s “Let-
ters to the Editor” section to 
no more than once every three 
months and I implore you to 
make a similar restriction an 
official policy of your paper, at 
least in the months leading up 
to an election.

If you want to make an 
exception for Mary Lee John-
son’s frequent reminiscences, 
which are more in the vein of 
a column, I think we could all 
agree with that decision.

Tom Saunders
Kilmarnock

Editor’s note: As a matter 
of policy, the Rappahannock 
Record does not print letters 
from the same writer in two 
consecutive weeks. When space 
is an issue, priority is given to 
letters commenting on local 
issues. Brevity is appreciated.

A more civil forum

If the people of America 
don’t soon wake up we will be 
a socialist, fascist country. Our 
government is taking over pri-
vate companies - banks, insur-
ance companies and automo-
bile companies. Are there no 
alarm bells ringing in anyone’s 
head?

We are now run by a one-
party government. The White 
House, Capitol Hill and the 
press are all one. There are no 
checks and balances. Because 
this is so, Nancy Pelosi and 
Barney Frank can get away 
with not investigating Fannie 
and Freddie - the main cause 
of our slide into this recession. 
For the same reason, her state-
ment that the CIA lied won’t be 
investigated. When Republi-
cans try to pass legislation for 
an investigation or to require 
more time to read proposed 
bills, the Democrats shut them 
down and it never gets out of 
committee. No checks and bal-
ances.

This president has shredded 
the Constitution and no one 
on the Hill seems to care. No 
checks and balances.

If Cap and Trade gets passed, 
it will be the most expensive 
tax increase on the American 
people ever. All our utilities 
will cost more. Many compa-
nies will move off shore where 
it will be cheaper to operate, 
and many jobs will be lost. The 
media isn’t saying a word about 
how detrimental this bill is for 
Americans. No checks and bal-
ances.

We have the best health care in 
the world. People from socialist 
countries with National Health 
Care come here to be treated. 
Why? Because they have to 
wait months, sometimes more 

No checks
and balances

A July 2 Letter to the Editor 
showed a total lack of under-
standing about the healthcare 
crisis in this country.  

First, readers can get the 
facts on how many individuals 
in the U.S. lack health insur-
ance at factcheck.org.  

Second, while you can 
quibble about numbers here 
and there, (former presidential 
candidate Fred Thompson, not 
quite your bleeding heart lib-
eral, estimated the number of 
individuals without coverage 
is in the 22 million range) no 
one—from the Heritage Foun-
dation (conservative) to the 
Cato Institute (libertarian)—
disputes the need to curb run-
away healthcare costs, for the 
uninsured and for the rest of 
us.  Don’t trust me?  Go to their 
web sites.  

Third, no matter what change 
we get, be assured it will be 
some combination of options 
that will allow you to select 
the doctor of your choice, will 
approve payment for most pro-
cedures, will not approve all 
procedures, will make you wait 
for your appointment some-
times, and will sometimes “get 
you right in.”  

Last time I checked, that’s 
pretty much what happens in 
the U.S. right now (and also 
happens in those horrible 
socialist countries like Canada, 
France, Great Britain, Sweden 
and Germany).

I want reform. Now.
Rebecca Shannon,

Kilmarnock 

Seeking reform

YOUR LETTERS
than a year, to be treated.

Is this what we want for our 
country?

If Government Health Care 
is passed here, where will we 
go to be treated when time is 
of the essence? No checks and 
balances.

Where are the Woodwards 
and Bernsteins who are sup-
posed to check all the facts 
before they report? Are all 
members of the media (this the 
exception of FOX News) so ga 
ga over Obama they won’t look 
past their noses?

What about Obama’s ties to 
ACORN, his firing of at least 
two Inspector Generals because 
they found irregularities with 
ties back to the president, rush-
ing bills through Congress 
before anyone has a chance to 
read them, his shameful lack of 
knowledge on foreign policy, 
and bowing to the Saudi king? 
No checks and balances.

Just think how the news 
media would be shouting from 
the roof tops if there was a 
Republican in the White House 
doing all this. No checks and 
balances.

Suzanne A. Norman,
Lancaster

Esteemed friends and broth-
ers, my name is Jose Flores 
Zuniga and  through this letter 
I am clarifying the situation 
that is occurring in my beloved 
country, Honduras.

During the past few months, 
the ex-President, Manuel Zelaya 
Rosales, abandoned his work 
in the government to dedicate 
himself to an illegal campaign 
for a referendum in which he 
would ask the people of Hon-
duras whether they would be 
in favor of a fourth item in the 
upcoming November elections 
of this year. This item would 
serve to call a constitutional 
assembly which would reform 
the constitution  of the repub-
lic to enable Zelaya to be  re-
elected. Currently presidents 
may serve only one term.

While attempting to change 
the constitution to his benefit, 
Zelaya left unattended serious 
health issues such as the H1N1 
flu, forgot people who were 
suffering as a result of recent 
earthquakes in Honduras, did 
not complete the budget which 
was due last September and 
was guilty of various other 
offenses.

In the early morning of 
Sunday, June 28, the ex-pres-
ident announced a law in the 
government newspaper, “La 
Gaceta,” which stated that 
the votes of the “referendum” 
(as he called it) would actu-
ally count as votes towards his 
desired constitutional reform.

I am a simple citizen and 
resident of Honduras. Watch-
ing the international news, I 
feel powerless while hearing 
how incorrectly this situation is 
being presented. The ex-presi-
dent Zelaya is being presented 
as the victim of a coup, which 
is not true. I cannot understand 
why we allowed him to leave 

Clarifying current
issues in Honduras

the country instead of forcing 
him to stand trial as was asked. 
There is now an order to cap-
ture him and bring him to trial 
for his crimes.

I wish that the world would 
understand that 90 percent of 
Hondurans do not wish Zelaya 
to return to the presidency. I am 
not a supporter of the new pres-
ident Micheletti, but I would 
prefer that he finish this term 
and as responsible citizens we 
can vote on November 29 to 
elect a new president.

We defend democracy, we 
stand against unlimited terms, 
and we are people of peace.

José F. Zuniga,
Honduras 

Jenny Stallings Flores, the 
daughter of Leon and Susan 
Stallings of Reedville, is mar-
ried to Andres Flores of Hon-
duras. She received the above 
letter from her brother-in-law 
concerning the situation in 
Honduras and translated the 
letter from the Spanish for sub-
mission to newspapers in Amer-
ica, at the writer’s request. 

The Bible is hip, fresh, and 
always relevant. Here is an 
excerpt from last Sunday’s 
sermon presented at Holy Tab-
ernacle Church in Lancaster. 
With respect to his passing, 
may we embrace the message 
of his song.

“It went by so fast, didn’t 
it? I wish I could do it all over 
again, I really do.”—Michael 
Jackson on his 50th birthday 
(8/29/58-6/25/09).

“No message could have 
been any clearer, if you want to 
make the world a better place 
take a look at yourself and then 
make the change. You got to get 
it tight while you got the time. 
You can’t close your mind! I’m 
starting with the man in the 
mirror...”

If Michael could visit us 
today, I believe he would sing 
these words of what was pos-
sibly his most inspirational 
song. The handsome, smiling 
boy who aged into a troubled 
man had such bright potential 
and musical genius now knows 
that the message of God could 
not have been any clearer for 
change but it required personal 
application....starting with 
himself, the man he saw when 
he looked in his mirror.

Yes, Michael, your 50 years 
of life went by so fast. Too 
fast. However, none of us has 
the opportunity to do it all 
over again. Life is not a stage 
rehearsal; it is the actual per-
formance. And God is our 
audience. We desire to have 
perfect pitch and exact timing. 
We long to hear rave reviews 
and words of “Bravo!” Well 
done!” But when the curtain 
comes down—whether it be 
due to cardiac arrest, a battle 
with cancer, a car wreck, 
simply old age, or the Rapture 
of the Saints—it is the standing 
ovation of the audience of One, 
His nail-scarred hands joyfully 
clapping, that really counts. 
Nothing else matters.

Why? Because when Heaven 
applauds, it is because all has 
ultimately been done according 
to the holy will of God. Every 
thought, every dream, desire, 
word and action has been taken 
into captivity unto His will and 
offered up as a life performance 
of service and praise. Our lives 
can be music to God’s heart.

Yes, of course, there will be 
times of stumbling, and mis-
judgment. Even times of abject 
failure and absolute disas-
ter. But failures should be the 
exception, not the norm, for 
those who chase after righteous 
living, who seek the Lord and 
commit their ways unto Him. 
(Pslam 111: 1-8).

So, if not all is guaranteed 
success and pleasure...then 
why strive for purity? Why, 
indeed? Many excuses may be 
listed but finally there is only 
this: Because He is God; and 
you are not. He is God. We are 
not. This, my fellow sojourn-
ers, is enough initial truth for 
us to perform His will obedi-
ently and faithfully. It is not for 
us to know Michael’s spiritual 
state when this life ended but 
we did witness some of the pain 
and trouble he endured  and at 
times actively sought out. Even 
pain forced upon him by others 
could have been laid down at the 
foot of the Cross for healing. A 
fabulous testimony could have 
been his with a worldwide min-
istry of Good News enhancing 
his many charitable gifts.

As with anyone who dies, 
we can only desire that he 
turned over his heart and his 
heartaches to the Lord Jesus. 

Michael Jackson’s 
message

I do believe that he would now 
declare “Jesus is King of All...
and Michael Jackson is king of 
nothing.”

How do we know what 
anyone who has passed into 
death would tell us? Luke 
16: 19-31 presents a story of 
two men who died: one rich, 
the other poor and sick. Their 
souls’ final destinations are a 
lesson to heed.

Yet wealth no more brings 
about the lost state of a soul 
anymore than poverty brings 
about salvation. Certainly, in 
the Bible we see wealth among 
God’s followers and poverty 
among the lost. It is not wealth 
and fame, nor poverty and pain, 
which determine  your standing 
before God. It is your place in 
His Family. Is your name writ-
ten in the Lamb’s Book of Life 
because you have received the 
Atonement of Calvary’s sacri-
fice? Do you hold a position as 
son/prince or daughter/princess 
in the King’s Family?

Whether in Torment or Com-
fort, every knee shall bow 
and each soul will sing the 
same song: “Thou are worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory and 
honor and power...” (Revela-
tion 4: 11).

Max Lucado writes in his 
Facing Your Giants: “Christ 
lived the life we could not 
live and took the punishment 
we could not take to offer the 
hope we cannot resist. Peace is 
promised to the one who fixes 
thoughts and desires on the 
King.”

How will you perform your 
life before Heaven’s Royal 
Audience? Will you sing and 
dance with purity? Will you 
enjoy the applause of the 
King?

“Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God...we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he 
is. And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he (Christ) is pure...
for this is the message that ye 
heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another.” (I 
John 3: 2, 3, 11).

“No message could have been 
any clearer, if  you want to make 
the world a better place, take a 
look at yourself, and then make 
a change. I’ve been a victim of 
a selfish kind of love, it’s time 
that I realize...a willow deeply 
scarred, somebody’s broken 
heart and a washed-out dream, 
they follow the pattern of the 
wind, cause they got no place 
to be. That’s why I’m starting 
with me. I’m starting with the 
man in the mirror. I’m asking 
him to change his ways and no 
message could have been any 
clearer. CHANGE!”

Thanks, Michael, for the 
inspiring message to change 
UP to Pure Life! Amen.

Rev. Dr. Grace Harley
White Stone

It’s astounding!  In one para-
graph, the writer of the recent 
letter  titled  “Dividing Num-
bers into Health Insurance” 
rails about the government’s 
citing  the number of Ameri-
cans without health insurance 
as 46 million, without explain-
ing how the number was 
derived.  Then,  two paragraphs 
later, she cites data about 20 
million people who do this, 
12 million people who do that,  
and 15 million people (8 mil-
lion illegal immigrants and 7 
million who changed jobs) who 
do something else. And she 
substantiates these data by . . . 
oh yeah - by nothing at all. 

Where did these data come 
from?  Did they come from 
reliable sources, or did they 
come from  an e-mail that some 
spammer sent out.  There’s an 
old adage about sauce for the 
goose that I believe applies 
here. 

Finally, I find use of the term 
“The Occupant” to be  rather 
offensive.  Since he was elected 
by a majority of the  voters in 
the United States, Mr. Obama’s 
title is “The President.” The 
writer may not have voted for 
him, she may not agree with 
him, and she may not like 
him.  She certainly has those 
rights.  However,  she owes 
him the respect of referring to 
him as “The President.”  That is 
one of the cornerstones of the 
American system. 

Ernie Greene, 
Mollusk

Unsubstantiated 
facts

Email your NEWS to:

editor@rrecord.com
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Hair Design Studio
Professional service in a relaxed 

atmosphere

89 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 (804) 435-6880

Lively’s Lilies

5381 Mary Ball Road in Lively
Or call for information • 804-435-2327

Open Sat. July 11th
 Up to 25% off Sale

10 am - 2 pm

Eric N. Miller D.D.S.

®

5372-A Old Virginia Street  •  Urbanna  •  www.ericmillerdds.com

804-758-1103
A c c e p t i n g  n e w  p A t i e n t s

Advanced Cosmetic and General Dentistry • Implants 

Teeth Whitening • Permanent and Complex Tooth Replacement

Dr. Miller’s Top Ten List
10 Ways to Abuse Your Teeth This Summer
 10. Tearing fishing line
 9. Spitting watermelon seeds.
 8. Chewing ice.
 7. Opening soda bottles.
 6. Not flossing after eating corn on the cob.
 5.  Forgetting your toothbrush for that weekend 

sailing trip.
 4.  Playing football without wearing a custom 

mouthguard.
 3. Holding the ski rope with your teeth.
 2.  Chewing saltwater taffy all day long at the 

beach.
And the number one way to abuse  

your teeth this summer is...
 1. Cracking crabs with your teeth!

Band and balloons open Independence Day celebrations
Major Scott Guidry (center) leads the U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Concert Band at the Irvington Commons on July 
1. The band, headquartered at Langley Air Force Base, has been performing since 1941. This year’s concert, sponsored by the 
Irvington Village Improvement Association, marks the 19th consecutive appearance of the band in Irvington. Photo by Alex 
Haseltine

Yo u r  O n l y  L o c a l  E x p e r t

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett brought 
charges against seven individu-
als last week.
Felonies

Dale T. Anderson, 25, of 
White Stone was charged July 
1 with  petit larceny, third or 
subsequent offense (felony), and 
credit card fraud (felony).

Jarvis Q. Waddy, 23, of Fleets 
Bay Road was charged July 6 
with felonious assault.
Misdemeanors

A Mosquito Point Road man, 
39, was charged June 30 with 
domestic assault and battery. 

A Buttercup Lane man, 23, 
was charged June 30 with viola-
tion of the community correc-
tions program.

A Lancaster woman, 38, was 
charged July 2 with contempt of 
a Newport News court.

A South Main Street man, 58, 
was charged July 3 with con-
tempt of court.

A Western Branch Road man, 
23, was charged July 5 with 
failure to appear in a Richmond 
county court.
Activity report

June 30:  Staff received a report 
of the destruction of property in 
Irvington and a report of alleged 
embezzlement by an employee 
of a Lancaster area convenience 
store. Staff checked on the well-
being of a juvenile on Chestnut 
Grove Lane at the request of 
child protective services.

July 1: Staff received a report 
of sexual assault upon a minor. 
Staff responded to a citizen’s 
report of a safe found in the area 
of River and Belle Isle roads and 
to a trespass complaint on Old 
Orchard Drive. Staff notifi ed the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a large tree 
blocking River Road near Bel-
mont Creek Road.

July 2: Staff received a report 
of the theft of gasoline from a 
Lively area convenience store 
and notifi ed VDOT of a stop 
sign down on Gaskins Road. 
Staff responded to a report of a 

child wandering in the roadway 
on Devils Bottom Road (child 
was walking to a friend’s house), 
to the 2000 block of Morattico 
Road on a citizen’s complaint of 
an unusual odor, to a domestic 
disturbance involving motorists 
in the Lively area, to a domestic 
assault complaint on Windmill 
Point Road, with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a noise violation complaint 
on Harvey Lane, to a domestic 
disturbance on Buzzards Neck 
Road and to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Lara Road. 

July 3: Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance on But-
tercup Lane, to an unauthorized 
use of a vehicle complaint in 
White Stone, to a traffi c accident 
at River and Greenvale roads, to 
a domestic assault in the 1900 
block of Morattico Road and 
with KPD and the Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a possible bur-
glary in progress at Lancaster 
Middle School. Staff received a 
noise violation complaint in the 
Browns Store area and a report 
of the theft of a fi rearm from a 
parked vehicle on Hodges Lane. 

July 4:  Staff responded with 
assistance from Northumberland 
authorities to a disturbance call 
involving shots fi red in the 3400 
block of Lara Road, followed by 
a similar call in the 5600 block 
of Lara Road. Staff responded to 
a loitering complaint in Lively, 
to a motorist’s report of a drunk 
pedestrian in the Kilmarnock 
area and to Devils Bottom Road 
to assist VSP with traffi c control 
due to a large party. Staff notifi ed 
the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission, U.S. Coast Guard 
and Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries 
(VDGIF) of boaters in distress 
off Windmill Point (subjects lost 
their bearings in the dark and 
were safely towed by a private 
boater). 

Sheriff Crockett reports that 
21  fi reworks display permits 
were issued for  July 3 and 4.   
“The reason for the permit is to 

Northumberland County 
Crime Solvers seeks informa-
tion regarding three incidents.

Between July 2 and 3, a 
person(s) broke into a resi-
dence on Coan Stage Road in 
the Heathsville area.  Accord-
ing to the homeowner, nothing 
appears to be missing. 

Between May 17 and June 
18, a person(s) stole two rolls 
of copper wire from a construc-
tion site on Forrest Landing 
Road in the Heathsville area.

On May 30, a person(s) 
attempted to enter a residence 
on Witch Duck Road in the 
Heathsville area.  The exterior 
door trim and an exterior light 
fi xture were damaged.  

Report information on these 
incidents to Crime Solvers at 
580-8477. Crime Solvers pays 
cash rewards up to $1,000 for 
information that leads to an 
arrest. Callers remain anony-
mous and are not required to 
testify in court.

NORTHUMBERLAND

CRIME
SOLVERS

COUNTY

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Drive.

Staff also conducted 20 traf-
fi c stops, issued 11 summonses, 
assisted four motorists, reported 
two deer strikes, performed 
seven traffi c controls, investi-
gated nine building alarms, pro-
cessed one mental health order 
and transported seven prisoners. 
Animal control responded to two 
calls for service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
traffi c accidents at Weems and 
Gaskins roads and on Rappahan-
nock Drive.

ensure that proper supervision 
and fi re safety is in place so no 
one gets hurt,” he said.  “The 
permit is not just for the 4th of 
July.  A permit can be issued for 
any event throughout the year.” 

July 5: Staff responded to 
a domestic assault on Devils 
Bottom Road, with Northum-
berland authorities to a shots 
fi red call on Georgetown Road, 
followed by crowd control at 
the community hospital (two 
persons reportedly shot), and to 
a complaint of juveniles riding 
golf carts in the area of Pittmans 
Corner and in and out of parked 
vehicles at local businesses. Staff 
received a hit and run/destruc-
tion of property report from the 
Corrotoman-By-The-Bay sub-
division when someone drove a 
vehicle into a fence, a report of 
the theft of copper coils from 
Simmons Lane, and notifi ed 
VDGIF of a bear sighting in the 
area of Belle Isle State Park (the 
sheriff’s offi ce receives similar 
reports about every three to fi ve 
years as young bears are weaned 
and are driven off by the sow).

July 6: Staff intercepted a 
reported reckless driver in the area 
of Regina Road and responded 
to a mental health emergency on 
James B. Jones Memorial High-
way. Staff responded to the area 
of West Highview Drive on a 
report of shots fi red in the area, 
to a suspicious persons com-
plaint in the 2800 block of White 
Chapel Road, to a suspicious 
person complaint in Lively and 
with VSP to a traffi c accident 
near Weems and Gaskins Roads. 
Staff received a report of credit 
card fraud from a Greentown 
Road resident, an attempted bur-
glary report from a Mosquito 
Point Road resident and a report 
of the theft of a cell phone from a 
Reynolds Farm Road resident. 

July 7:  Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Woods 

(804) 642-6461 • Gloucester Point

Porch Rockers • Gliders 
Windmills • Adirondack 
Chairs • Wishing Wells

Lighthouses • Mailboxes
Wagon Wheels • Arbors  
Wheelbarrows • Swings
Water Pumps • Bridges

Victorian Swings • Tables
Water troughs • A-Frames  


