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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Visitors to RRecord.com will find slide cover-
age of local high school graduations and Chad 
Carr’s funeral.
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The Lancaster-Northumberland 
Relay For Life event will be 

held from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Satur-
day, June 20, at Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock.  

The event offers the community 
an opportunity to celebrate the lives 
of those who have battled cancer, 
to remember loved ones lost, and to 
fight against a horrible disease that 
will affect one in every three people 
during their lifetime, according to 
local chairman Lisa Clegg. 

At the relay, people take turns 
walking or running around the 
track, said Clegg.  Teams from all 
walks of life have fun while raising 
much-needed funds to fight cancer 
and raise awareness of cancer pre-
vention and treatment.  

All activities are designed for the 
entire family. The schedule is: 

• 9 a.m., The opening ceremony, a 
survivor testimonial, a survivor lap, 
and a survivor-caregiver lap.

• 10 to 11 a.m., A visit with 
Smokey Bear.

• 11:30 a.m. A beach relay con-
test.

• Noon to 2 p.m., face paint-
ing and balloons with Giggles the 
Clown.

• 1 p.m., Praise dancers.
• 3 p.m., Limbo contest.
• 6:30 p.m. Desert Wind Dance 

Company.
There also will be a moon 

bounce, a concession stand, a disc 
jockey and a silent auction.

The event will conclude with 
luminaria ceremony at 9 p.m. and a 
closing ceremony at 9:30 p.m.

In honor of Relay’s 25th year, the 
event’s theme is “Celebrating 25 
Years of Hope.”

Clegg may be reached at 435-4116.

IRVINGTON—Continued finan-
cial support of the Steamboat Era 
Museum raised a lot of heat at last 
week’s public hearing on Irvington’s 
proposed 2009-10 fiscal year budget. 

While most of the citizens called 
the museum a “gem,” much criticism 
was aimed at the museum board for 
not giving council adequate fiscal 
accounting and for consistently rely-
ing on the town for financial support. 
Several people called on council mem-

HEATHSVILLE—A few minutes 
before the Northumberland board of 
supervisors convened last Thursday, 
one of its members approached school 
superintendent Clint Stables, asking 
him to address the board on how he 
would cut $300,000 from the county’s 
share of the school budget. 

In a brief presentation, Stables 
told the board that the only line item 

Relay For Life
events slated
in Kilmarnock

Above, Caroline McKenney, daughter of 
Mike and Almeda McKenney, high-fives 
Marcus Crawley and Fenton Crowther after 
receiving her diploma from Northumberland 
High School last Saturday. She was among 
100 to graduate from NHS. Photo by Reid 
Pierce Armstrong

Right, Shaq Dillon points to his diploma 
with a smile of accomplishment. Dillon was 
one of 108 graduates receiving diplomas 
during Lancaster High School’s graduation 
ceremony last Saturday. Photo by Lisa Hinton-
Valdrighi 

More Lancaster High and 
Northumberland High graduation 
coverage appears on page C4.

To view a slide presentation 
of the ceremonies at both schools, 
visit RRecord.com.

Classes of ‘09 graduate

KILMARNOCK—A proposed $7.4 
million budget for FY 2010 sailed 
through a public hearing in less than 
30 seconds at Monday night’s town 
council meeting. 

Only one resident 
attended, in con-
trast to last year’s 
hearing when many 
residents success-
fully stormed city 
hall to protest a 
proposed increase 
in town taxes on 
real estate. 

During Monday’s session, there 
were no comments from the resident 
or council members on a budget that 
represents an increase over the cur-
rent budget of some $2 million, or 29 
percent. The increase is mostly attrib-
uted to two special projects town offi-
cials hope to tackle over the next 12 
months.

About $1.2 million of the addi-
tional expense was attributed to the 
installation of a new outfall line from 
the wastewater treatment plant down 
Waverly Avenue to an unnamed tribu-
tary of Indian Creek. The outfall line 
was planned several years ago to meet 
new environmental regulations. 

In addition, a rehabilitation devel-
opment project for residents of Mary 
Ball Road near Harris Road drove 
up proposed expenses by $832,000. 
Improvements to depressed homes 
in that area are part of an anticipated 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG).

Funding for both capital improve-
ment projects will be covered through 
several sources. Most of the funds 
for the outfall line will come from 
an expected fund balance of nearly 
$1.2 million for the current fiscal year 
ending on June 30. Should the town 
obtain approval for the CDBG project, 
block grants totaling $532,000 will be 
available from federal and state agen-
cies. The remaining expenses will be 
covered by a transfer from the general 
fund of $475,000, according to town 
treasurer Judy Stevens.

Council will vote on the budget in 
a special session on Tuesday morning, 
June 23, beginning at 8:30 a.m. in the 
town hall.

All is quiet
for budget 
hearing in
Kilmarnock

by Audrey Thomasson

Budget 
adoption
June 23 
8:30 a.m. 
town hall

Budget reductions surprise superintendent
by Reid Pierce Armstrong increases he has control over this year 

are the purchase of new buses, totaling 
about $174,000, and salary increases 
of $600 for full-time employees and 
$300 for part-time employees, total-
ing $161,823. 

District 1 supervisor Joe Self 
moved that the board approve the 
county’s budget with a $269,225 line 
item reduction for the school dis-
trict, making the total school budget 
$15,644,929. 

The board approved Self’s motion 
on a 3-2 vote with Self, Ronnie Jett 
and Richard Haynie voting in favor 
and Jim Long and Tommy Tomlin 
voting against. 

Long said he couldn’t support the 
budget with the cuts to the schools. 
Tomlin hasn’t voted in favor of a 
budget since 2000 on political prin-
ciple. 

From the outset, Stables had pro-
posed a $30,775 decrease from last 

year’s school budget. The additional 
reductions will force the district to 
decrease its operating budget by a 
total of $300,000. The reduction 
reflects about 2 percent of the school 
district’s budget. 

The schools have not had an oper-
ating budget increase in three years, 
Stables said.  

Stables said he was surprised when 

River Counties Chapter of the 
American Red Cross has been 

working with coordinators recently 
from Lancaster, Middlesex and Rich-
mond counties whose task it was to 
recruit volunteers for the Heroes Cam-
paign to raise funds to help the chapter 
support their communities.

The volunteer heroes  raised 
$15,175, said executive director Julie 
Dudley.

Coordinator Sonja Headley of 
Lancaster County recruited Betsy 
Chambers who organized a swim-a-
thon with swimmers Mick Atienza, 
Mary Helne, Pauli Dillard, Donna 
Funkhouser, Jessica Servis and Robert 
Young.  

Jameson Crandall organized a raffle 
of a handmade stained glass window. 

Shawn Donahue organized an auction 
of 16 one-night midweek stays at the 
Kilmarnock Inn. Tom Groh organized 
a percentage of the day’s profits from 
Specials. Lloyd Hubbard of Rappa-
hannock Rentals and Ava Lewis of 
Coldwell Banker Realtors organized a 
Walk-A-Thon. 

Mary Jones organized collec-
tions from friends, family and local 
churches. Jane Ludwig and the Chesa-
peake Bay & Rivers Association of 
Realtors were all great heroes, said 
Dudley. 

In-kind donations were made by 
Buenos Nachos, Cocomo’s, Creative 
Designs, Coldwell Banker Realtors, 
Food Lion, Kilmarnock Inn, Kilmar-
nock Furniture Store, Rappahanock 
Rentals, Tri-Star Supermarket, Tee’s 

T-Shirts, Wal-Mart and Walgreen’s. 
The chapter thanks everyone who 

attended an event or donated funding 
as a sponsor, including the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA who supplied 
the pool for the day, Stripers coach 
Kathyrn Gregory,  auctioneer Grayson 
Smith and piano player Skip Ackerly, 
said Dudley.

The chapter does not receive 
national or federal funding and relies 
on local donations to support vital ser-
vices in a major disaster, such as a hur-
ricane, and on a daily basis to respond 
to house fires, she said.  

Training to prevent, prepare 
for and respond to emergencies, 
maintaining stored shelter supplies, 
locating and relaying information to 
armed services personnel, teaching 

life-saving skills in CPR, First Aid 
and water safety, and scheduling 
blood services are all provided by 
Red Cross chapters, said Dudley.  

She thanked the heroes for their 
hard work and the donors for caring 
about their community and gener-
ously supporting the chapter. She also 
thanked the many businesses in Lan-
caster, Lively and White Stone who 
displayed a collection can. 

Dudley extended special thanks 
to Robert Mason Jr. and staff of the 
Rappahannock Record and to Charlie 
Lassiter and staff at BAY FM 101.7 for 
their continued support. 

To donate funds, make checks pay-
able to River Counties Chapter and 
mail them to P. O. Box 1151, Kilmar-
nock VA 22482.  

River Counties Red Cross Heroes campaign raises $15,175

REDUCTIONS, continued on page A2

Sonja Headley served as the Heroes 
Campaign coordinator for Lancaster 
County.

$27,000 debate:
Citizens challenge town’s proposed 
contribution to Steamboat museum

by Reid Pierce Armstrong bers to be responsible and support the 
entire town and not just the museum.

A contingent supporting the museum 
touted their successes although they 
offered no data to support the argu-
ment they are moving forward toward 
financial independence.

The proposed 2009-10 budget of 
$158,080 is $21,670 less than the 
current year’s. However, due to the 
recession and a drop in revenue from 
the town’s occupancy tax, the current 
budget indicates a $44,000 (or 24 per-
cent) shortfall in revenue as of April 

30 with two months before the fiscal 
year ends June 30.  

Several citizens cautioned council 
to be fiscally conservative due to a 
continuing soft economy. Paul Fer-
guson said income from the town’s 
2 percent occupancy tax was down 
$38,000 as of April 30. This happened 
in a year that included some “fairly 
healthy months” before the recession 
hit, he added. Ferguson maintained 
that council has cut enough from the 

MUSEUM, continued on page A2

Honoring Ace
Family, friends and lawmen mourn Chad Carr, page C1.

To view a slide presentation, visit RRecord.com.
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he learned that his budget was 
going under the knife last week. 
He said nobody spoke to him 
about it until about five min-
utes before the budget approval 
meeting.  

But, during a May 1 work ses-
sion the board questioned Stables 
on numerous line items includ-
ing: $21,340 he had budgeted for 
parking lot maintenance; $27,000 
for additional trailers; $10,000 
for maintenance and service con-
tracts at the old high school; 20 
percent increases in social secu-
rity contributions; $70,000 for 
15 slots at the Governor’s School; 
$3,600 for the agriculture and 
shop programs that no longer 
exist; and $86,663 for site and 
building improvements.

The board also questioned the 
need for six full-time cafeteria 
workers, given that the middle 
and high school kitchens are 
combining next year.

The schools weren’t the only 
ones that had to cut back this year. 
All county departments were 
asked to cut about 10 percent, 
explained county administrator 
Kenneth D. Eades.

“When we started the budget 
back in February, the state was 
going through havoc,” Eades 
said. The board was preparing for 
the worst. 

Things didn’t turn out as bad 
as everyone had predicted, Eades 
said, “If it wasn’t for the stimulus 
money, I don’t know what they 
would’ve done to us.”

Despite the improved revenue 
outlook, “The board did not feel 
that it was fair to give the teach-
ers salary increases when nobody 
else in the county is getting them,” 
Eades said. 

The board also questioned 
whether it is necessary to pur-
chase new buses and said that 
the budget for new buses was too 
high. 

The reduction in expenditures 
will not result in a lower tax rate. 

With a total budget of 
$34,846,027, bottom-line expen-
ditures decreased to $28,976,802. 
The county’s fund balance is fore-
cast to increase from $5.6 million 
to $5,869,225

“$5.6 million is what is takes 
to carry us through the budget 
cycle so we don’t have to borrow 
money,” Eades said. 

The additional money will 
create a cushion to help the county 
through tough times, he said. 

“Considering they announced 
yesterday that the state is $300 
million below projected revenue, 
it’s hard to say what they are going 
to do,” said Eades. 

Stimulus money will continue 
to help the state through 2010, 
Eades said. “It’s the year after that 
I’m worried about.”

Reductions
continued from page A1

proposed budget which will 
result in a greater shortfall in 
the coming fiscal year.

“The proposed budget is less 
than realistic,” he said.

“This is about the total 
amount of money being spent 
on the museum and the lack of 
money appropriated on other 
matters,” said Larry Worth. 

Museum funding questioned
continued from page A1

He said the town did not have 
any money in the budget to 
cover other proposals, includ-
ing enforcement of a code 
abatement initiative that also 
was up for approval Thursday 
night. He noted the proposed 
budget indicated $33,000 
in discretionary funds with 
$27,000 of that amount desig-
nated for the museum. While 
council had allocated $3,000 
less than in prior years, he said 
the figure amounted to a higher 
percentage of the town’s pro-
posed budget. 

“I’m concerned that we can’t 
do a 4th of July parade. I’m 
concerned about the allocation 
process. And I’m concerned 
about what’s not in the budget 
as much as what is in it,” Worth 
said.

Dermot McNulty said it 
would be a good thing for the 
museum to prosper, and it is 
not a case of “who likes or who 
doesn’t like the museum. It is 
a question of proportionality.” 
The museum is taking a dispro-
portionate amount of the town’s 
funds, yet it still can’t stand on 
its own feet, he said. 

Every year the vote splits 
3/3 and the mayor casts the 
deciding vote to support the 
museum, said Norm Mosher. 
“It’s got to stop,” he cautioned. 
With the proposed allocation, 
“the town will have given the 
museum almost $200,000. If 
the board is not getting off its 
tail and raising big bucks, then 
it will never stand on its own 
two feet. I urge you, mayor, 
to find the middle way. Do not 
go out (of office) this way,” he 
said, referring to the mayor’s 
impending move outside the 
town limits which would force 
him to resign his position.

Museum president Rich-
ard Wilson III said the board 
is working toward financial 
independence and has hired a 
consultant to help. He noted 
the Association of Museums 
claims that 50 percent of fund-
ing for museums comes from 
local government. 

Council member Kathleen 
Pollard praised the board for 
its work, but chastised it for not 
responding to council with a 
financial accounting. 

“The reports I did receive 
didn’t add up from one month 
to the next. And then I received 
no reports for five months,” 
Pollard said after the meeting. 

Several board members 
spoke about their accomplish-
ments and praised volunteers. 
Vice president Anne McClin-
tock reminded citizens that 
Irvington grew because of 
steamboats. She expressed 
concern for “untruths” being 
reported about the museum.

“Our monies that we col-
lect at the door have increased 
every year,” with attendance up 
and membership increasing to 
450, she said.

After the meeting, museum 

officials reported they mail 
financial information from 
their consulting firm to council 
each month. However, council 
members Pollard, Dr. Robert 
Westbrook and Gene Edmonds 
deny receiving anything more 
than sporadic top-line summa-
ries while Bill Evans said he 
receives a report before each 
council meeting. Members 
Jimmie Lee Crockett, Rannie 
Ransome, and Mayor Alexan-
der Fleet could not be reached 
for comment.

According to information 
supplied by the Internal Reve-
nue Service, non-profit organi-
zations such as the Steamboat 
Era Museum are required by 
law to make their annual returns 
(Form 990) available for public 
inspection on request. Annual 
reports are also available for 
free online at Guidestar.com., 
a website that monitors non-
profit organizations.

During the hearing, Diane 
Cook said she was a former 
board member and had been 
misled by museum officials 
on the organization’s finances, 
which she said were not as 
good as they claimed. She also 
noted that many profession-
als were never paid for their 
work in designing and building 
exhibits.

Council member Westbrook 
called the museum world class 
and stressed his desire to see 
it succeed. Addressing board 
members, he said, “But this 
discussion happens year after 
year. You have to acknowledge 
that it’s very disproportion-
ate what this town pays you as 
opposed to what they do for 
other things in the town. We 
are held hostage by what we 
pay the museum.” 

Westbrook said funding of 
the museum had resulted in 
other town projects being cut 
from the operating budget, an 
inability to provide raises to 
the two town employees, and 
the elimination of all miscel-
laneous expenses. Westbrook 
maintained the funding would 
create a serious budget deficit 
next year. 

Several council members 
expressed interest in Doug 
Powers’ suggestion that the 
town buy the museum and 
expand it to include the town 
offices and a visitor’s center. 
Westbrook asked the museum 
board to at least be willing 
to discuss the idea because it 
would eliminate their mort-
gage payments, decrease their 
expenses, guarantee them a 
home and eliminate the need to 
go through the argument each 
year.

Referring to the town’s occu-
pancy tax, the former owner of 
The Tides Inn, Bob Stevens, 
said, “Fifty percent of that 2 
percent room tax was to go 
to help the museum. Over the 
years, it’s been whittled down.” 

A party to the original dia-
logue on the tax, Powers dis-
puted there was any intention 
that the museum would have 
unlimited funding.

“My recollection was that 
the town was supposed to sup-
port the museum in the early 
years and that’s it. Then it was 
supposed to be self-supporting, 
but it continues to take funds 
away from the town,” he said. 

Mayor Fleet said, “Some-
times information comes out 
in meetings that isn’t always 
correct. It was my idea to put in 
that 2 percent tax. And I know 
for a fact that that 2 percent 
was supposed to be used for 
tourism—not for anything else. 
And there was never any indi-
cation, to my recollection, that 
it would be decreased.” 

The minutes of the meet-
ing on July 11, 2002, when 
council voted unanimously 
to approve the occupancy 
tax, show members did not 
place any stipulations on 
how to spend the tax revenue. 
According to the records, a 
discussion over using the new 
revenue source for different 
town projects, including the 
museum, ended when Mosher 
said that in the Common-
wealth “it is decided in the 
open how money is spent and 
the voters are the commit-
tee of the whole.” It was also 
recorded that Mosher said he 
would be “dead set against 
tying their hands from the 
already existing procedures.”

Council members will vote 
on next year’s budget in special 
session Thursday, July 16, at 7 
p.m. The meeting will be held 
in the town hall on Steamboat 
Road.

Feeding the food pantry
Representatives from First Friday Walkabout and the Northern 
Neck Boys and Girls Club recently conducted a food drive 
for the food pantry at White Stone Church of the Nazarene. 
“The donations of close to 600 units were way beyond our 
expectations,” said event  chairman Lynn McArdle. “It’s great 
to know that in this difficult time our friends and neighbors 
in the community still remember to assist others.” From left, 
are Pearl Taylor giving Lexy Blackwell and Dajwan Muse her 
donation.

REEDVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Chapter 
of the American Red Cross held 
a blood drive at Shiloh Church 
Help Center June 9. There were 
67 attempts to donate; 59 units 
were collected. 

Glen Fallan was recognized 
for donating 10 gallons over 
the years and was presented a 
10-gallon pin.  

Other donors were Odessa 
Roane, Elizabeth H. Tate, Elea-
nor R. Morris, Willie Toulson, 
Kitty Creeth, Jim Keller, Cathy 
Rew, Paula Reuter, Ray Reuter 
and Kathleen Aucain.

Also, Terry Eastwood, Helen 
H. Watson, Betty Dillingham, 
Stanley Norris, Miranda C. 
Payne, Mike Silaggi, Robert 
Nash, Lance Bonnet and Evelyn 
Hudnall. 

Also, Robin Hudnall, Judith 
M. Clark, Cornelia Riley, Jim 
Rankin, James W. Smith, Judith 
Thompson, James Poore, Susan 
Foxhall, Joan Clements and 
Erica Anderson. 

Also, Barbara L. Carn, 
Gordon Page, Albert L. Jones, 
Brenda Loper, Susan Chris-

topher, Dick Steelman, Deb 
Pyszka, Bill Pyszka, Warren 
Haynie and Stan Brown.

Also, Warren Blackwell, 
Anne Ulses, Sandra Petty, Wil-
liam W. Bryant, Joe Peteyng, 
Maureen Goyette, Frank Goy-
ette, Joan Kroll, Tylor Anderson 
and Ruth Cooper. 

Also, Terence Cooper, Chris-
tina Cammarata, Ellen Wheat, 
Tom Wheat, Jane Michie, 
Howard Ray, Rebecca Jones, 
Andy Kauders and Emory 
Lewis. 

Also, Stephen Tucker, Phillip 
Smith, Davis Roberts, Latoya 
Jones, Karen Reynolds, Debra 
Zelaya, and Bill Purcell.

Chapter officials thanked 
Eleanor Morris and her church 
volunteers who operated the 
kitchen, Alice Bryant, Robin 
Hudnell, Mary L. Cottrell and 
Helen Taylor. 

They also thanked Red 
Cross volunteers Joan Clem-
ens, Bonnie Swift, Joan Kroll, 
Gordon Page, Dick Goertmiller, 
Zeke Hurst, Philip Smith, 
Sherry Fisher, Blake Patrick 
Smith and Kitty Creeth.

BROWNS STORE—About 
50 people gathered at the 
Northumberland Community 
Center on Browns Store Road 
June 10 to discuss poverty in 
the Northern Neck. 

The conference was orga-
nized and sponsored by 
Visions: Building Assets and 
Community, a steering com-
mittee developed in response 
to a DuPont Fund initiative to 
reduce poverty in the North-
ern Neck. 

The senior program officer 
for the DuPont Fund, the Rev. 
Edward King Jr., presented 
and joined in the discussions.  
Participants came from all 
areas of the community 
and represented churches, 
schools, charitable organiza-
tions, health care providers, 
government and businesses.  

Jean Burkhardt of Minne-
sota and Gwen Whiting of 
Richmond, two consultants 
with experience in the fight 
against poverty, facilitated 
the conference.  Jereann 
King Johnson, a consultant 
and community coach of 
Warrenton, N.C., gave a pre-
sentation on the community’s 
successful efforts in deal-
ing with poverty and how it 
affects children.

The conference partici-
pants had lively and thought-
provoking discussions. All 
expressed a desire to con-
tinue the conversation and to 
take part in ongoing efforts 

Northumberland blood
drive collects 59 units

Poverty conference held
to address poverty in the 
Northern Neck, said project 
coordinator Alison Towles. 
Contact her at visions@lan-
casterlibrary.org.

Bay Aging recently received 
funding from Dominion Vir-
ginia Power for the Fan Care 
Program to help provide free 
fans to the elderly (ages 60 and 
over) who meet eligibility cri-
teria.

The Fan Care Program con-
tinues through September 
30. For an application, call 
1-800-493-0238.

NEWS 
BREAK

n Get fanned
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Holiday Cruises 2009-2010

Holly Jolly

Four Holiday Cruises to celebrate the 
season with all the decorations, food, 

music, & traditions.
Make this holiday one to cherish–
memories are forever!

Prinsendam   Dec. 21-Jan. 4
Westerdam     Dec. 20-27
Zuiderdam     Dec. 23-Jan. 2
Maasdam        Dec. 28-Jan. 8

Stop by or give us a call for additional information 
on these fun holiday cruises.

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

How Much Are You Worth?
Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?

Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist

By Appointment
Tuesday, June 23, 2009

10:00 - 2:00

Burke’s Jewelers
K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 

Town of Kilmarnock recently 
announced it has begun install-
ing water lines along Mary Ball 
Road between Barber Shop Lane 
and Boys Camp Road. 

“There is a service need along 
this roadway that we wanted to 
address as quickly as we could,” 
said town manager Tom Saun-
ders.

The project is within an 
area where a Virginia Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant (VCDBG) proposal has 
recently been submitted to the 
Virginia Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
(VDHCD). The VCDBG is a 
federally-funded grant admin-
istered by the VDHCD since 
1982. 

The program provides funding 
to eligible units of local govern-
ment for projects that address 
critical community needs includ-
ing housing, infrastructure, and 
economic development.

“The town has submitted its 
grant application and anticipates 
a response from the state soon,” 
said Saunders.

Additionally, there will be a 
sewer line replacement project 
on Mablewood Road to begin 
shortly, he said.

The lowest, qualified bidder 
for both projects was Walter 
Via Construction of West Point, 
added Saunders.

WINTERGREEN—Mary 
Louisa Pollard was named the 
recipient of the 2009 Land 
Conservation Volunteer of the 
Year Award at the annual Vir-
ginia United Land Trust con-
ference in Wintergreen.

The award is presented to 
a citizen activist who has 
made a significant contribu-
tion to the land-trust move-
ment through their commit-
ment to their local land trust. 
The award was presented by 
Gerald McCarthy, executive 
director of the Virginia Envi-
ronmental Endowment.

Pollard is one of the found-
ing members and the vision 
behind the Northern Neck 
Land Conservancy (NNLC) 
in Lancaster, said program 
director Jamie Tucker.

Founded in 2004, the NNLC 
has grown to over 1,500 
members from a handful five 
years ago. It encompasses the 
counties of Richmond, West-
moreland, Northumberland, 

HORSEHEAD—People are 
turning in dogs and cats to the 
Northumberland County Animal 
Shelter because they can no 
longer afford to care for them in 
a slowing economy.

“Every kennel here is full to 
capacity,” said volunteer supervi-
sor Fran Warren. She said many of 
the animals are exceptional. “We 
have purebred Labs, Lab mixes, 
German shepherd mixes, terrier 
mixes, a wonderful gentle grey-
hound mix named ‘Al,’ hound 
mixes, and many others.”

Most of the animals are vac-
cinated, treated medically at the 
shelter as needed, and many are 
spayed or neutered, she said. 
Certificates to pay for spaying 
and neutering are available from 
the Animal Welfare League, she 
added.

“There could be no better time 
for families interested in having a 
dog to adopt one from the shelter. 
None of these dogs deserves to 
be euthanized. They are all good 
dogs,” said Warren.  

People turning in dogs and cats 
are saying they can no longer 
afford to keep them, she said. 
The number of stray dogs picked 
up by Animal Control wandering 
area roads also has increased,  she 
said. 

The shelter is on Route 360 at 
Horsehead.  Adoption days are 
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Call Warren 
at 435-2597.

Pollard receives conservation award

From left, Gerald McCarthy 
presents the 2009 Land 
Conservation Volunteer of the 
Year Award to Mary Louisa 
Pollard of White Stone.

Lancaster and King George. 
Pollard recruited 14 members 
to the board of directors, and 
29 advisory board members, 
including business owners, 
lawyers, local and state office 
holders, president of the local 
community college, and indi-
viduals from the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and 
other federal agencies. 

The NNLC has helped 

many landowners with the 
placement of conservation 
easements on their properties 
and has assisted in protect-
ing over 10,000 acres, said 
Tucker. The NNLC co-holds 
several easements  and is in 
the process of holding its first 
conservation easement. 

“None of this would have 
been possible without Mrs. 
Pollard. Her love of the area, 
interest in preserving the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed, 
commitment to the natural 
forests and farms, and her 
respect for wildlife has won 
her acclaim from many con-
servation organizations,” 
Tucker said.

Pollard was president of 
NNLC for four years, and is 
now active as past president 
and a member of the execu-
tive committee. She has led 
the NNLC in forming part-
nerships with the Audubon 
Society, Master Naturalists, 
Master Gardeners, the Vir-

ginia Outdoors Foundation, 
and the Rappahannock River 
Wildlife Refuge. 

Her involvement in pres-
ervation of land and history 
also includes her member-
ship in the Garden Club of 
the Northern Neck, past co-
shair of the Historic Garden 
Week, member of the North-
ern Neck Sustainable Eco-
nomic Development team, 
and initial board member of 
the Steamboat Era Museum.

She is continually looking 
for ways to strengthen the 
Northern Neck Land Conser-
vancy by finding the means 
to fund activities that support 
land conservation, and garner 
donors and supporters of 
conservation easements, said 
Tucker.

 She created the motto of 
the Northern Neck Land Con-
servancy- “preserve the land 
you love” and she has become 
the model of that phrase to all 
who know her. 

IRVINGTON—Partners for 
Lancaster Schools Foundation in 
Irvington recently named Emer-
son Gravatt and the Rev. Craig 
Smith to its board of directors.

Gravatt is vice president of 
human resources at Rappahan-
nock General Hospital (RGH). 
Gravatt attended Lancaster public 
schools and received a bachelor’s 
from Campbell College. He taught 
in the Lancaster school system 
prior to joining RGH. During his 

The Agenda
Local Government News

LANCASTER—The planning commission for Lan-
caster County tonight (June 18) will review permitted uses 
in commercial C-1 and limited commercial C-2 zoning dis-
tricts. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the General Dis-
trict Courtroom at Lancaster Courthouse. 

Also on the agenda, windmill and turbine expert Terrance 
Melcher will present information on 30- to 40-foot wind tur-
bines, their affect on the environment and merits to individ-
ual homeowners. Zoning and land use director Don Gill will 
introduce proposed zoning definitions for wind technology.

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 9:30 a.m. June 23 at its headquar-
ters, 2600 Washington Avenue in Newport News.

Habitat issues, permits for projects over $50,000 in value 
with no objections and staff recommendations for approval, 
and consent agenda items are generally considered during 
the morning session. Fisheries items follow and related 
public hearings are scheduled at noon.

Among consent agenda items, Olverson’s Lodge Creek 
Marina seeks after-the-fact authorization to keep five com-
mercial tending piers ranging in length from 29 to 59 feet as 
built adjacent to the marina’s “B” dock on Lodge Creek in 
Northumberland County. The applicant has agreed to a civil 
charge of $1,200 in lieu of further enforcement.

LANCASTER—The board of supervisors will conduct 
two public hearings  at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 25, in the Gen-
eral District Courtroom.

The first hearing will address use of golf carts and utility 
vehicles on Corrotoman Road from the 25 mph speed limit 
zone to its terminus, on Bayview Drive and on Marina Road 
through the Corrotoman by the Bay subdivision.

A second public hearing will be conducted to amend the 
real estate tax exemption amount for the elderly and disabled. 
If approved, the proposed changes would increase the maxi-
mum combined spousal income to $20,000, excluding up to 
$5,000 from each additional residing relative, and increase 
the maximum value of the dwelling and land to $100,000.

Partners foundation names Gravatt
and Rev. Smith to its board of directors

KILMARNOCK—At its 
regular meeting June 1, the 
Northern Neck Audubon Soci-
ety (NNAS) held a drawing for 
a Birds and Flowers quilt.

The winning ticket was drawn 
by Lauren Hierl of the National 
Audubon Society after her pre-
sentation on Alaska.

Kathi Basye won the quilt, 
handmade by the King Carter 
Quilters.  She plans to hang it 
in her home.

The NNAS thanked Basye 
and all of the people in the 
community who supported 
this project.  NNAS especially 
thanked The King Carter Quil-
ters for the generous donation 
of the quilt.

From left, Kathi Basye of 
Lottsburg receives a Birds 
and Flowers quilt from Jessica 
Servis.

Quilt is raffled

Shelter
overflows

Al, a young male greyhound 
mix, is available for adoption 
from the Northumberland 
County Animal Shelter.

Utility line
projects begin

33 years with the hospital, he also 
served as chief operating officer 
and risk manager.

He also serves as president of 
the Lancaster County Chamber 
of Commerce; is on the board 
of the River Counties Chapter 
of the American Red Cross; and 
is a member of the Kilmarnock, 
Irvington White Stone Rotary 
Club.

The Rev. Smith is pastor of 
Morattico Baptist Church. He 
received a bachelor’s from Cum-
berland College and a divinity 
degree from Southern Seminary 
in Louisville, Ky. He served as 
pastor at Nomina Baptist Church 
in Montross prior Davis Memo-
rial Baptist Church in Louisville. 
In 1998, he returned to become 
pastor at Morattico Baptist. 

He is coach of the Lancaster 
High School golf team, and 
serves on the Middle Peninsula 
Community Service Board.

“We are indeed pleased that Mr. 
Gravatt and the Rev. Smith have 
joined our board,” said Partners 
board president William Warren. 
“They bring strong diverse back-
grounds and will be instrumental 
in helping Partners achieve its 
mission to provide affordable 
rental housing for public school 
and Chesapeake Academy teach-
ers and their staffs, RGH nurses 
and employees, law enforce-
ment, and municipal and county 
employees by July 2011. We look 
forward to working with them 
and we welcome their strong 
dedication to improving the 
attractiveness of our community 
to the critical workforce that we 
will be recruiting to the Northern 
Neck in the future.” 

The foundation’s workforce 
housing initiative is a step 
towards implementing the rec-
ommendations of the Northern 
Neck Workforce Housing Needs 
Study sponsored by St. Mary’s 
White Chapel Episcopal Church 
and funded by the Jessie Ball 

duPont Fund, said Warrren. 
Goals include the construc-

tion of two residential buildings 
of eight units each, and each unit 
with 1,000 square feet, two bed-
rooms and two baths, to be near 
Kilmarnock or White Stone with 
a target rent of $560 to $625 per 
unit per month.

The initiative will cost approx-
imately $2.1 million including 
land, building and site design, 
construction and landscap-
ing. The foundation is rais-
ing $600,000 through grants 
and donations while limiting 
its financing to $1.5 million to 
achieve the target rent. 

To date, the foundation has 
raised some $226,000, including 
grants from the Wiley Educa-
tional Foundation, River Coun-
ties Community Foundation, 
the Lancaster County Indus-
trial Development Authority, 
and substantial donations from 
local businesses, churches and 
civic organizations. It is submit-
ting grant requests totaling over 
$350,000 to foundations, funds 
and other charitable and religious 
organizations.

The foundation is managed by 
a board of directors. Other mem-
bers  includes Lancaster school 
superintendent Susan Sciab-
barrasi, school board member 
Donald McCann, Chesapeake 
Academy head of school Debo-
rah Cook, Chesapeake Acad-
emy board chair Ronald Mihills, 
Lancaster board of supervisors 
chairman Dr. Jack Russell, Del. 
Albert Pollard Jr., director of 
Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation 
Center Foundation Dr. Richard 
Luck, architect George Thomas-
son, attorney William Hubbard, 
Lancaster Middle School teacher 
Tara Booth and PTA president 
Stacy Jespersen.

To support the project, send 
contributions to Partners Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 144, Irvington, 
VA 22480.
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

For the past seven years the children of this 
community have enjoyed the good fortune 

of being under the tutelage and care of an excep-
tional pair of educators. I speak of Mr. Craig 
Kauffman and Mrs. Patricia Means, the princi-
pal and assistant principal of Lancaster Middle 
School. The flowering of academic excellence, 
which the school has experienced at many levels, 
stems in large part from their ability and creativ-
ity, but most of all from their total commitment 
to do what is best for each individual child.

Mr. Kauffman has been in a second career, 
previously having served his country in the U.S. 
Navy, during which time he earned a bachelor’s 
from Norfolk State University. Upon retirement 
from the service, he returned to his native Penn-
sylvania to pursue graduate study at Pennsylva-
nia State University.

He came to Lancaster County to teach sci-
ence at the middle school and seven years ago 
he became the principal. To observe his modus 
operandi is to see someone who is involved in 
every aspect of the school’s mission. Symboli-
cally, every morning and afternoon he under-
took the simple task of shutting and opening the 
gate to the front parking area. It was obviously 
a small part of his daily routine, but his doing 

it sent the message that as a leader nothing was 
beyond his reach.

I asked him once if his neatly trimmed beard 
was a way of reminding himself each morn-
ing that he no longer was in the Navy, and he 
chuckled, remarking that he enjoyed not having 
to go through the daily shave. I never have seen 
him in a business suit, but also never in anything 
but a sports jacket, most of 
his attire being distinctive 
tones, which help to define 
him as the educational 
leader he has been over his 
years here.

School is only part of Mr. 
Kauffman’s abiding com-
mitment to children. Of 
late, he has given his talents 
and dedication to the estab-
lishment of the Boys and 
Girls Club of the Northern Neck, determined to 
see that local children have every opportunity to 
see the widest possible horizon upon which to 
actualize their potential. As with school, nothing 
is beyond his purview, from hauling furniture in 
his own pickup to serving on the club’s board. 
Whenever needed, he has been there.

Mrs. Patricia Means has served as middle 
school assistant principal for the same course as 
Mr. Kauffman. She is the ultimate professional 
in everything she does. To take even the brief-
est look at her interacting with her students is 
to see 100 percent commitment to duty. As with 
Mr. Kauffman, her appearance sets a tone of 
respect. She immediately establishes a presence 

in a gathering which is 
reflected by the genuine 
affection the students 
have for her. She is able 
to lead by her exam-
ple, as much as by her 
authority.

At school func-
tions, she constantly 
is embraced by the 
children, who not only 
respect her, but delight 

in being with her. She is a lady whose entire 
demeanor tells the children in her care that they 
can aspire to achieve whatever their dreams and 
capabilities are, and most importantly, that each 
of them is a precious individual deserving of 
the same level of regard that he or she holds for 
her.

Enthusiasm about learning is Mrs. Means’ 
trademark and she shows it both with her stu-
dents and with parents and the community. She 
demonstrates that learning has been fun for her, 
and therefore it should be for her students, and 
her model gives the students a lofty ideal to 
emulate.

As school comes to a close this year, Mr. 
Kauffman is “re-retiring,” and Mrs. Means is 
moving up county to the primary school. The 
theme, which they have used throughout their 
years at the Middle School is, “Together We 
Make a Difference.” We may see that term in 
a variety of forms. Certainly, it applies to the 
wonderful interaction between the two of them 
in building a personality for the school, but it 
also means that the “we” covers the entire stu-
dent body, their families, as well as the larger 
community beyond the schoolhouse door.

The “difference” will continue to live on after 
their retirement and transfer, and it will manifest 
itself in the many students who found in these 
two good people the inspiration to use their own 
talents to better themselves through education 
and service to others, quite simply to make the 
world a better place. What more can anyone say 
for any educators? Well done!

The flowering of academic 
excellence, which the school 
has experienced at many 
levels, stems in large part 
from their ability and 
creativity . . ..

Wow. Last week’s Lancaster 
County quiz was so much fun, 
we can’t overlook Northumber-
land County.

How well do you know the 
“mother county” of the North-
ern Neck?

What community has a name 
associated with Aurthurian 
legend as a paradise?  East of 
Claraville, it is also connected to 
the Celtic word for apple.

Where is Bamboo Island? I’m 
not sure if this little one even 
still exists.

What waterfront locality was 
moved in the 1930s to Route 
669 east of Kilmarnock? I doubt 
it was named for an admiral.

By what name is Chetanck 
Creek known now? Arising 
northwest of “paradise” it flows 
into the Potomac River and 
should not be confused with 
Chotank Creek.

Where is the tract of land 
known as Devils Woodyard? 
It was probably named for the 
driftwood that washes up on the 
beach.

Where is Shiloh School? It is 
in Balls Neck, but let’s be more 
specific.

On what body of water is 
Eagle Point? I’m not sure if this 
big one still exists.

Where is the tract of land and 
clapboard structure known as 
Hard Bargain? Believed to pre-
date the Revolutionary War, it 
passed through several genera-
tions of Hardings.

Who is Harryhogan, for 
whom the place, the post office 
and the point are named? In 
1751, that would be Arehokin 
Point.

What’s the big deal about 
Kirkland Grove? It is still used 
today, but not nearly to the 
extent of days long past.

Where did the name Lilian 
come from? The post office 
eliminated an “l.’

What’s another name for 
My Bay Plantation?  This tract 
on the Little Wicomico River 
overlooked the Chesapeake Bay 
within sight of the Smith Point 
Lighthouse.

What name is given the area 
originally an Indian district 
called Chicacoan? It’s south of 
the Potomac River at its mouth 
and fronts the Chesapeake Bay 
to the east and encompasses 
some 223 square miles.

Where did the name Pumpkin 
Hill come from? The area east 
of Horsehead in the vicinity of 
Camp Kittamaqund.

The answers, in no particu-
lar order, are: Tranquility; the 
last Indian family to live there; 
Avalon; the mouth of the Little 
Wicomico River;  about 1900, 
a man who was not invited to 
a party thereabouts called the 
inhabitants “Pumpkin Hill aris-
tocrats” and the name stuck; 
Great Wicomico River; Diller’s 
Corner; Hull Creek; Byrdton; it 
was named for Lillian Cockrell, 
wife of George N. Reed, the 
son of Elijah Reed, the founder 
of Reedville and the county’s 
most famous come-here; in Ball 
Neck; it was the site of Baptist 
camp meetings, where thou-
sands gathered for social and 
religious functions for days on 
end; east of Rehoboth Church; 
a tract of land between Vir-Mar 
Beach and Ginny Beach near 
Ophelia, Sunshine strip; Nor-
thumberland County.

Fiction or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

(Reprints from the June 18, 1907, issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Echoes Of  The Storm
Reports from all over the state tell of much damage, both 

by water and lightning, Wednesday night and Thursday of last 
week.

Lightning struck a poplar tree in the yard of A. P. Garner, 
Irvington, Wednesday night of last week, and jumped from that 
to the well-house and dairy, which were badly damaged.

On Thursday afternoon of last week, lightning struck a yoke 
of oxen belonging to Nathan Taylor, near Irvington, killing one 
and crippling the other. They were tied near a wire fence. Jno. 
Davis, of White Stone, had his horse killed by lightning the 
same day.

A number of wells caved in from the effects of the heavy rains 
last week, among them being J. K. Leonard’s and Geo. StC. 
Smith’s, at Irvington.

Caught On The Fly
Lancaster Board of Supervisors met at Lancaster Courthouse 

Wednesday of this week. Considerable routine business was dis-
posed of, in addition to which the automobile law was adopted.

Irvington
Wade Croxton has returned home from Richmond, where he 

has been attending college.
J. H. Baugher and daughter, Miss Annie, of Baltimore, were 

guests here a day or so this week.
R. F. Meekins has had his arm in a sling several days from 

blood poison caused by a small scratch.
Lulie Rock and Miss Ruth Messick won the prizes at the tour-

nament on the rink Tuesday evening.
Mrs. Frank King returned Monday from a several weeks stay 

at her parents home in North Carolina.

Lancaster Courthouse
Prof. Brent left Sunday night for Richmond. His family will 

remain in Lancaster during the summer.
Mr. and Mrs. Edrington, of Washington, are spending the 

summer with their relatives at the rectory.
Miss Jennie Harding, of Tipers, was here Sunday visiting her 

friend, Miss Alice Chilton.
Children’s day was held at White Marsh Church on Sunday 

last. Quite a crowd from this place attended.
Miss Lila Combs spent the past week at Litwalton as the guest 

of her sister, Mrs. C. T. Pierce.
Master Jackson Eubank, of Browns Store, spent last week 

with his aunt, Mrs. W. G. Beane.
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Gresham spent Saturday with Mr. and 

Mrs. Ernest Gresham, at Ottoman.
J. H. Davenport is setting up a grist mill here, which he will 

operate with a gasoline engine.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 

Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

Work continues in Washington on many 
issues which will have a lasting impact 

on our veterans and troops overseas. 
Last week I joined with members of the Armed 

Services and Veterans’ Affairs committees in a 
letter to the chairman of the House Budget Com-
mittee, urging him to use the “reserve funds” 
he imbedded in the House Budget Resolution 
to pay for key benefits promised to America’s 
military personnel and their families, retirees, 
and veterans. 

This is an opportunity to finally fund concur-
rent receipts for disabled veterans, eliminate the 
Widow’s Tax and improve healthcare coverage 
for our reservists, all without adding a penny 
to the deficit. I want to ensure that the govern-
ment honors its end of the relationship with our 
servicemen and women.

Additionally, Congress is concluding work 
on the supplemental funding for troops serving 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. This is the type of leg-
islation that should focus on our commitments 
overseas to our men and women in uniform. 
However, some in Congress are attempting to 
turn a bill for the troops into a free for all of 
unrelated, controversial spending and public 
policies.  

I am very concerned about the attempts by 
some to take advantage of this critical legisla-
tion and turn it into a wish list of items which 
should be debated and voted on their own merits. 
This bill is not the place for political game play-
ing. I will continue to be a voice of opposition 
to these “inside the beltway” activities, and be 
a leader on common sense solutions instead of 
political gamesmanship.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

Hats off to the Class of 2009. A graduate seeks his mortar board from among those cast 
into the air at the conclusion of Northumberland’s ceremony.

The local Tea Party president 
claims the movement is non-
partisan. Then why does he 
consistently pick on Albert Pol-
lard, misstating Del. Pollard’s 
actions, while studiously ignor-
ing the actions of other local 
politicians, who just happen to 
be of the other party.

In fact, Pollard is the only 
member of his party who voted 
against the state budget. He was 
concerned, rightly, it turned out, 
about overly optimistic rev-
enue projections. In contrast, 
Sen. Stuart voted to pass this 
shaky budget which was to be 
balanced with stimulus money 
from the federal government. 
But this action passes by the 
Tea Party presdient without a 
word.

Rep. Wittman has requested 
more than $93,000,000 in tax-
payer funded earmarks, includ-
ing more than $6,000,000 for 
different types of research on 
algae. Furthermore, Rep. Witt-
man voted against the federal 
stimulus package, and then 
later bragged about having 
obtained stimulus money to 
dredge local creeks. But still 
not a word from the Tea Party 
president about this.

Tea Party head 
is unbalanced

The bottom line is: Unbi-
ased and reasoned criticism of 
elected officials is fair. Any-
thing less is just adding to the 
problem.

B.J. McMillan, 
Wicomico Church

Frustration doesn’t begin to 
describe how I feel right now. 
I have a new digital-ready TV 
set. I have a roof top antenna. 
When Fox switched to DTV, the 
two channels came in perfectly. 
When PBS switched to DTV, I 
lost all PBS reception.

Until late June 8 or 9, just for 
fun I ran a scan and received 
23 channels, including PBS, 
all perfect, no pixilations. Less 
than an hour later, poof! They 
were gone! Back to analog and 
Fox 1 and 2.

On June 12, Fox 1 and 2 came 
in perfectly all day. Late in the 
day around 7 p.m., after scan-
ning multiple times I had about 
19 channels, including four PBS 
stations. I was in heaven. No 
pixilations. I thought, “Maybe 
they weren’t lying to us.”

Obviously my antenna was 
correctly set. At 11 p.m I was 
thrilled to see Charlie Rose for 
the first time in years.  I even 
had hopes of being able to watch 
East Enders on PBS late Satur-

Unhappy with DTV

day night.  At about 11:15 all 
four PBS stations were gone.

On June 13, I scanned again. 
I received only Fox 1 and 2, and 
four analog channels with all 
the obnoxious palaver telling 
everyone how to reset their con-
verter boxes.

Why was I able to get these 
channels perfectly, and then not 
at all? How does the FCC plan 
to remedy this?

According to the FCC web-
site, I should be able to get 28 
channels. I now have only two. 
Calls to the FCC resulted in no 
answers.

Why did it work perfectly for 
four hours, for two nights? The 
government giveth and the gov-
ernment taketh away, especially 
if you live in a rural area.

From Janet Fast, 
Warsaw

While pushing a big expansion 
in ethanol, including a mandate 
to increase the share of corn-
based fuel required in gasoline 
to 15 percent from 10 percent, 
apparently the media, the Obama 
administration and Congress 
have not read a pair of new stud-
ies, one from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and 
another from the Congressio-
nal Budget Office (CBO), that 
expose ethanol as a bad deal for 

Ethanol is a bad deal

consumers with little environ-
mental benefit. 

The EPA’s Office of Transporta-
tion and Air Quality stated: “The 
reduction in CO2 emissions from 
burning ethanol are minimal and 
may be negative. Making ethanol 
requires new land from clearing 
forest and grasslands that would 
otherwise sequester carbon emis-
sions,” according to a June 2 Wall 
Street Journal article.

 The CBO report stated: 
“The increased use of ethanol 
accounted for about 10 percent 
to 15 percent of the rise of food 
prices. Americans spend about 
$1.1 trillion a year on food, so, 
in 2007 the ethanol subsidy cost 
families between $5.5 billion and 
$8.8 billion in higher grocery 
bills.” 

The biofuels industry already 
receives a 45 cent tax credit for 
every gallon of ethanol produced, 
or about $3 billion a year. Import 
tariffs and ad valorem tariff keep 
out sugar-based ethanol from 
Brazil and the Caribbean, insur-
ing a restricted market inside the 
United States where there is a 
10 percent blending requirement 
whether consumers want it or not, 
a market Congress has mandated 
will double to 20.5 billion gallons 
in 2015 and purports to combat 
global warming.

In a U.S. Senate Minority 
Report, Oklahoma Senator Jim 

Inhofe (EPW.senate.com) lists a 
voluminous number of promi-
nent, international scientists 
(700 and growing) from around 
the globe who dissent over man-
made global warming claims 
made by the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel On Cli-
mate Change. 

Why don’t our news media 
report this too, and step to the 
plate with all findings so people 
can decide for themselves? The 
Chinese government does not 
have to answer to its people or 
news media because it’s a dicta-
torship. Is this what’s beginning to 
happen here?

Ethanol is more expensive to 
produce and less efficient than reg-
ular gasoline. Ask your mechanic 
what he thinks 10 percent ethanol 
does to gasoline engines. Ask him 
what increasing ethanol to 15 per-
cent will do. Especially ask him 
what he would prefer to use in his 
own vehicle. 

In this case, the U.S. govern-
ment’s pretense is to act within 
their power to improve gasoline, 
but are they not really seeking to 
accomplish what they have no 
right to undertake, the business 
of developing, distributing and 
selling, and  performing like plu-
tocrats cornering markets?  Is free 
enterprise doomed like GM?

Matt W. Johnston, 
Morattico
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ALERT - ALERT - ALERT
June 26th, 27th, 28th

Friday, Saturday and Sunday
Rain or Shine

9th Annual Shirley Perkins
Memorial Fund for ANIMALS

Huge garage/driveway sale
Furniture, linens, crystal, jewelry, 

household items, toys, books, clothing, 
electronics, Rototiller and much, much more.

All proceeds will be used to help the needy, neglected 
and homeless animals. This is a 501c3 non-profit charity.

Support us so we can continue helping the helpless.

Off Rt 3 onto Rt 620, 810 Griffins Landing Road, 
behind Get N Zip, outside Lively.
804-462-0091 - Follow the signs

SOPHISTICATED

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

 &GRAD S

Watches
Signet Rings
 I.D. Bracelets
Pearls
Lockets
Gold & Silver Jewelry

Diamond Earrings
Engravable Items 

Pewter Ware
Clocks & Tide Clocks

Picture Frames

and of course. . .  Gift Certifi cates

 Gifts
’DSOPHISTICATEDDSOPHISTICATED

GDG AD’S’AD’S’

Heathsville 
Farmers Market

Saturday, June 20 • 9-1
Northern Neck Kennel Club: 
Dog Rally & Paw Painting

 
Don’t miss all our vendors…..do 

you need a gift?  Shop locally!
Pottery, Tee Shirts, Live Chickens, Produce, 
Plants, Meat, Jewelry, Organic Clothing, 
Dresses and T’s, Pearls, Antiques, Lemon 
and Limeade, Painted Windows & Glasses, 
Tavern Woodworkers Guild and much 
more….. 

Enjoy the ARTS:
Tavern Quilt Guild, “Come Stitch With Me,”

Blacksmith Guild – hammering iron
Weavers & Spinners – weaving dog hair!

Dogs Welcome on leashes and owner 
responsible for good behavior!

For more Market information call 804-580-3377

In the first issue of the “new” 
Record, I read with interest the 
publicity release from Sen. Jim 
Webb concerning the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 (ARRA), other-
wise known as the “Stimulus 
Bill.” 

He indicates that he not only 
supported it but “worked with 
colleagues to develop a recov-
ery plan that was truly stimu-
lative with a specific set of 
guidelines and benchmarks for 
economic renewal.” 

Let’s accept that Sen. Webb 
had something to do with a bill 
that originated in the House 
and was passed without sig-
nificant Senate amendments.  
I have not seen or been able to 
find the “guidelines and bench-
marks,” but may have missed 
this information.  After all, the 
bill was more than 1,000 pages 
long.  I have asked Sen. Webb’s 
office for details on the guide-
lines and benchmarks.

Sen. Webb lists over $500 
million of spending on Virginia 
projects out of the $2 billion 
allocated to Virginia thus far. 
The vast majority of the listed 
spending seems to be for new 
or ongoing projects which will 
require future funding. When 
the money from ARRA is 
exhausted, Virginia will have to 
either curtail or eliminate these 
projects or find state funds to 
keep them going.

Of more importance, every 
one of the $787 billion in the 
ARRA is borrowed from tax-
payers in Virginia and the other 
49 states.  All of it is financed 
by debt and the annual interest 
on the ARRA will be about $22 
billion per year using today’s 
historically low rates. This 
means that every legal resident 
of Virginia will owe more than 
$2,600 to repay the ARRA and 
an additional $73 per year to 
pay our portion of the interest.

What ARRA has done is fund 
projects to which Virginia had 
not given a place in its budget 
due to spending priorities and 
fiscal constraints. Now we have 
decided to fund these projects 
using the national credit card 
which is already maxed out.  If 
you look at that credit card, you 
will find the names of U.S. tax-
payers (and their children) on 
it.

Finally, the ARRA does not 
contain “tax cuts for fami-
lies” as Sen. Webb claims.  It 
contains relatively small and 
capped tax credits of limited 
duration plus additional trans-
fer payments (welfare) for cer-
tain family units. There are no 
rate cuts for anyone who pays 
taxes.

Let’s hope that the ARRA 
does something for Virginia’s 
economy. We are paying a huge 
price for it.

Matthew L. Wood Jr.,
White Stone

Stimulus Bill is
very expensive

Have you seen the new DVD, 
“Kilmarnock, Virginia Living 
History?” It is excellent!

If you are new to the area, you 
can learn about the background 
of the commercial center of the 
Northern Neck.

If you have children, it’s a fas-
cinating, easy history lesson.

If you have been here forever, 
you may learn some interesting 
bits you haven’t heard before. I 
can recommend this DVD for 
30 minutes of summer fun.

Ann  Carter,
Kilmarnock

DVD offers 
history lesson

YOUR 
LETTERS

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. 
Rob Wittman last week voted 
in support of H.R. 1385, the 
Thomasina E. Jordan Indian 
Tribes of Virginia Federal Rec-
ognition Act of 2009.  

The bill, which passed the 
house by a voice vote, extends 
federal recognition to the 
Chickahominy Indian Tribe, 
the Chickahominy Indian 
Tribe-Eastern Division, the 
Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the 
Rappahannock Tribe, Inc., 
the Monacan Indian Nation, 
and the Nansemond Indian 
Tribe, which have sought fed-
eral recognition through legis-
lation for years.

“I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of this legislation and 
proud to continue my support 
for federal recognition of Vir-
ginia Indian tribes,” said Rep. 
Wittman during a floor speech 
in support of the bill.  

Bill extending federal recognition 
to Virginia tribes passes U.S. House

“The cultural and historical 
importance of these tribes to 
the Commonwealth is signifi-
cant.  Today’s legislation is an 
important step in preserving a 
heritage that is entwined with 
the birth of Virginia and Amer-
ica,” said Rep. Wittman.

Sen. Jim Webb has intro-
duced companion legislation 
to Rep. Jim Moran’s success-
ful measure to grant federal 
recognition to six Indian tribes 
in Virginia; Senator Mark R. 
Warner serves as a cosponsor. 

If passed into law, the status 
would qualify the tribes for 
certain benefits provided 
through the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) and other federal 
agencies.

 “I applaud Congressman 
Moran’s tireless work shep-
herding this important bill 
through the House,” said Sen. 
Webb. “It is time for these 

six Virginia tribes to join our 
nation’s 562 other federally 
recognized tribes.”

“The vote by the U.S. House 
of Representatives to recog-
nize six of the Native Ameri-
can Tribes of Virginia is a 
major step towards reconciling 
an historic wrong for Virginia 
and the nation,” said Gov. Tim 
Kaine.

“While the Virginia Tribes 
have received official recogni-
tion from the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, acknowledgement 
and officially recognized status 
from the federal government 
has been considerably more 
difficult due to their systematic 
mistreatment over the past cen-
tury,” continued Gov.Kiane.

“I will strongly support 
efforts to pass federal recogni-
tion legislation for the Native 
American Virginia Tribes in 
the U.S. Senate and look for-
ward to assisting in any way I 
can to help ensure this legisla-
tion is enacted into law,” said 
Gov. Kaine.

Scenic Virginia is solicit-
ing nominations for its 2009 
Scenic Awards program, and 
is asking fellow Virginians 
to help them identify worthy 
projects.

“Virginia is renowned for 
two things: its history and its 
beauty,” said president Jane 
Sale Henley of Weems. “One 
without the other lessens the 
quality of both. Scenic Vir-
ginia works every day to pre-
serve this historic beauty for 
our children and grandchil-
dren.”

“Our annual Scenic Awards 
are a great way to showcase 
terrific beautification pro-
grams and projects around the 
Commonwealth,” said execu-
tive director Leighton Powell. 
“To recognize the best of the 
best, though, we need Vir-
ginia’s citizens to let us know 
about particularly noteworthy 
projects in their localities.”

The organization is seeking 
nominations in seven catego-
ries:

• Scenic Viewshed Preserva-
tion Award.

• Scenic  Water Corri-
dor Viewshed Preservation 
Award.

• Creative Scenic Enhance-
ment Award.

• Scenic Tourism Award.
• Anti-Litter Award–Organi-

zation and Individual.
• VDOT Tree-Trimming 

Award (given to a VDOT dis-
trict).

• Scenic Hero (given to a cit-
izen, elected official or organi-
zation for a special project or 
lifetime achievement).

The nomination form is 
available at scenicvirginia.
org/Awards, or by calling 643-
8439.

Nominations must be 
received by the close of busi-
ness July 1.

Organization seeks nominations 
for annual scenic Virginia awards

The Lancaster Democratic 
Party will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, June 22, at the Bank 
of Lancaster northside branch 
in Kilmarnock. A half-hour 
before the meeting, beverages 
and snacks will be served.

On the agenda will be discus-
sions on November races and a 
representative from the Boys 
and Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck will talk about the youth 
activities they offer and future 
plans. Anyone interested in 
local Democratic activities is 
invited to attend.

Democrats
will gather
Monday night

THE RECORD
ONLINE

www.rrecord.com
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JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

 If there is a grad in your family, consider a 
gift of jewelry to mark the occasion. A piece of fine 
jewelry is a very meaningful gift. A young girl named 
Agnes Sorel in the 15th Century was the first com-
moner to wear diamonds. While it caused a stir in 
the court of Charles VII of France, this liberated lady 
set the pattern forever after and quickly became the 
symbol of a lady who knew her own mind.
 Let us help you select a graduation gift. We’re 
sure that you will have a glad grad!

Hubbard Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1928

l Auto
l Home

l Business
l Marine

30 N. Main Street l Kilmarnock  l  (804) 435-1144

“Practical landscape designs for your environment”
Renovation Pruning-Fruit Tree Pruning

Vegetable Garden Planning
B.S. Ornamental Horticulture

Licensed and Insured
804.693.4165

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett brought 
charges against seven individu-
als last week.

Keontay T. Jones, 28, of New 
South Road was charged June 
14 with domestic assault and 
battery, third offense (felony). 
Misdemeanors

A Western Branch Road man, 
23, was charged June 8 with 
contempt of Northumberland 
court.

A River Road woman, 39, was 
charged June 9 with violation of 
probation. 

A Churchfields Lane man, 33, 
was charged June 10 with non-
payment of fines/costs. 

A Callao man, 21, was 
charged June 11 with public 
drunkenness.

A Moran Creek Road man, 
32, was charged June 13 with 
failure to appear in Middlesex 
court. 

A Gaskins Road man, 48, was 
charged June 14 with domestic 
assault and battery. 
Daily activity   

June 8: Staff responded to 
concerns of a controlled burn 
at Irvington Marina, to a dis-
turbance call at a Kamps Mill 
Road business, to a traffic com-
plaint involving a hitchhiker on 
Windmill Point Road, to a traffic 
complaint involving a speed-
ing motorcycle on Windmill 
Point Road, to a drunk driving 
complaint in the area of Mor-
attico and Peirces roads and to 
an assault complaint on River 
Road. 

June 9:   Staff received a report 
from a White Stone area resident 
about a threatening letter. Staff 
responded to the 1100 block of 
Carlson Road to execute a child 
custody placement order, to a 
domestic disturbance/drunk and 
disorderly complaint on Twin 
Branch Road, to a domestic 
assault and battery complaint on 
Windmill Point Road, with the 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a two-vehicle accident 
on Old Fairgrounds Way and to 
a possible burglary to a camper 
on First Street. 

June 10:  Staff responded 
to a complaint of the same 
unusual letter being received 
by numerous members of a 
local civic organization, to a 
complaint of possible hazard-
ous materials being burned at 
the Irvington Marina, and with 
the White Stone Police Depart-
ment (WSPD) and KPD to the 
area of Little Bay Road in con-
nection with a recovered vehicle 
stolen from the Kilmarnock 
area on/about June 8-9. Staff 
responded to a possible burglary 
at Lancaster High School, with 
KPD to Old Fairgrounds Way 
for a domestic assault complaint 
(emergency mental health ser-
vices involved) and with Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) 
to a medical emergency on Hud-
nall Lane. Staff checked on the 
well-being of two separate Keep 
Safe program participants after 
prearranged telephone contact 
could not be made with either 
(no emergency services needed). 
Staff attempted to locate the 
family member of a person 
needing emergency medical 
services in the 10600 block of 
Jessie DuPont Memorial High-
way and received a report of 
the theft of a weed-eater from a 
vehicle parked in the 1800 block 
of Windmill Point Road. 

June 11: Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed). Staff responded 
to a two-vehicle accident near 
Mary Ball and Courthouse 
roads, to an E911 disconnect call 
on Regina Road (no emergency 
services needed) and to a possi-
ble burglary in the 10000 block 
of River Road. Staff received a 
forgery report from a Windmill 
Point Road resident, an illegal 
dumping complaint from a Lob-
lolly Road property owner and 
a speeding complaint from a 
Crystal Lane resident.  

June 12:  Staff responded to 
a disturbance call on Lancaster 
Creek Drive, to a trespass com-
plaint on Crystal Lane, to a 
dog bite incident on Chestnut 
Point Road and with KPD to a 
noise violation complaint and 
a possible fight in the area of 

Second Avenue. June 13:  Staff 
checked on the well-being of a 
Courthouse Road resident at 
the request of a concerned citi-
zen, on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant after 
prearranged telephone contact 
could not be made, on the well-
being of a Crystal Lane resident 
at the request of a concerned 
citizen and on the well-being 
of a disoriented citizen who 
called the sheriff’s office (no 
emergency services needed). 
Staff responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 200 block of 
Irvington Road, to an assault 
and battery upon a utility worker 
on Buzzards Neck Road and to a 
noise violation complaint in the 
area of Crocketts Landing. 

June 14:  Staff responded to 
the area of Miskimon and Court-
house roads when a 5-year-old 
child called and reported being 
alone, to a report of pedestrians 
on the Robert O. Norris Jr. bridge 
and to the area of Old Salem and 
Ring Farm roads on a complaint 
of target shooting. Staff received 
an animal control complaint 
from the 3300 block of Merry 
Point Road, a walk-in complaint 
of a person writing bad checks 
on a joint account, an assault 
and battery report from The 
Lane and a report of vandalism 
to a vehicle on Chownings Ferry 
Road. June 15: Staff responded 
to an E911 disconnect call on 
Cottage Cove Way (no emer-
gency services needed).

Staff also conducted 23 traffic 
stops, issued seven summonses, 
reported a deer strike, provided 
traffic control once, investigated 
six building alarms, processed 
three mental health orders, 
made five inmate transports and 
responded to five animal control 
calls.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a controlled burn at Irvington 
Marina.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a carbon monoxide alarm on 
Greentree Drive and to traf-
fic accidents on Jessie DuPont 
Memorial Highway, Old Fair-
grounds Way and Mary Ball and 
Courthouse roads.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a carbon monoxide alarm on 
Ottoman Ferry Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
brought charges against 14 indi-
viduals last week.
Felonies

Phillip Allen Jones, 51, of 
Fredericksburg was charged 
June 4 with writing a bad check 
for $827.37 to a Northumber-
land County business.

William Troy Bryant, 40 of 
Callao was charged June 11 
with destruction of property 
valued at $1,000 or more as well 
as misdemeanor charges of tres-
passing and entering property to 
do damage.

Warren E. Rowe Jr., 49, of 
Richmond was charged June 
12 with writing a bad check for 
$280 to a Reedville area busi-
ness.

Jose Guadalupe Garcia Agui-
lar, 37, of Callao was charged 
June 14 with malicious wound-
ing.

Pearley L. Blue Jr., 41, of 
Heathsville was charged June 14 
with driving a motor vehicle on 
the highway after being declared 
a habitual offender.
Misdemeanors

A Farnham man, 42, was 
charged June 8 with telephone 
harassment.

A Heathsville man, 23, was 
charged June 8 with eluding, 
reckless driving, obstruction of 
justice and driving after forfeit-
ing his license.

A Callao man, 20, was charged 
June 10 with trespassing on pri-
vate property after being forbid-
den to do so.

Three 23-year-old men from 
Farnham, Lottsburg and Warsaw 
were charged June 11 with tres-
passing on private property after 
being forbidden to do so.

A Callao woman, 33, was 
charged June 12 on an Essex 
County warrant with telephone 
harassment.

A Callao man, 21, was 
charged June 14 with assault 
and battery.

The Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information 
on  the destruction of property 
and the theft a television.

On June 14, officers took a 
report of a window that was 
broken out of a 1988 Chevy 
S-10  at 743 Chownings Ferry 
Road. Damage to the resi-
dence included  holes in the 
vinyl siding  and a broken attic 
window. 

On May 29, officers took 
a report of a stolen 65-inch 
Mitsubishi Flat Screen TV on 
Richtown Road in Merry Point. 
Seen in the area was a small 
white car occupied by three 
males.

Report related information to 
Lancaster County Crimer Solv-
ers at 462-7463. Crime Solvers 
pays rewards up to $1,000 for 
information of value to law 
enforcement.

CAPINNE donation
From left, Todd and Bob Booth of Booth Furniture display an 
entertainment cabinet from the Portofino Collection they 
recently donated to CAPINNE Auction, sponsored by the 
Northern Neck Rotary Club.  The auction and dinner will 
be held July 18 at the Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club. 
Proceeds benefit local charities which provide goods and 
services to the citizens of the Northern Neck.  Admission is 
$60 per person. For tickets, call 435-4169 or contact a club 
member.

Radio amateurs from all over the Northern Neck will join 
with thousands of amateur operators across the country to dem-
onstrate their emergency capabilities June 27 and 28, beginning 
at 2 p.m. Saturday.

The local event will be held at the Mid-County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad Building at 7990 Northumberland Highway in 
Heathsville. The demonstration will coincide with Mid-County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad Open House.

The public will have a chance to meet and talk with Northern 
Neck Ham Radio Operators and see for themselves what the 
Amateur Radio Service is about, said James B. Godwin. The 
radio operators will use voice communication and Morse code 
to communicate with other hams across the United States and 
Canada.

This annual event, called “Field Day,” is the climax of the 
weeklong “Amateur Radio Week” sponsored by the American 
Radio Relay League, the national association for amateur radio. 
Using only emergency power supplies, ham operators will set 
up emergency stations in parks, shopping malls, schools and fire 
and rescue stations around the country.

Their slogan “Ham Radio works when other systems don’t” 
is more than just words to the ham operators, as they prove 
they can send messages in many forms without the use of the 
telephone system, internet or any infrastructure that can be com-
promised in a crisis. More than 30,000 amateur radio operators 
across the country participated in last year’s event.

Members of the public are invited to stop by and see ham 
radio’s new capabilities and learn how they can get their own 
FCC radio license, said Godwin.

If you have arthritis in your 
hands or are subject to bouts 
of tennis elbow, or simply have 
a weak grip that limits your 
activities, a hand grip exercise 
device may help.

These devices, sold in phar-
macies, are usually putty, 
foam, or gel-like balls that you 
squeeze. Try to find one that is 
comfortable and easy to use, 
that allows  you to exercise your 
hand through its full range of 
motion, and that is not too hard 
to squeeze. Try a gel squeeze 
ball that can be warmed in a 
microwave. This would seem 
best for arthritic hands.

To lessen eyestrain when 
working at a computer, keep 
the monitor at arm’s distance 
with the top at eye level so that 
you look slightly down at the 
screen.

Limit glare by positioning 
your lamp so that it does not 
reflect in the screen, dimming 
overhead lights, and closing 
blinds. Enlarge print size on 
the screen, as needed. If you 
wear glasses, have the pre-
scription checked regularly—
you may need a special pair for 
computer work. Don’t forget 
to blink often (computer work 
usually slows blinking), and 
take frequent breaks.

If you are over 75, you can 
stop being screened for colon 
cancer, according to the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task 
Force. With increasing age, the 
benefits of screening decline, 
while the risks from the pro-
cedure increase. Of course, if 
you have symptoms or previ-
ous abnormal test results, or 
a history of colon cancer, you 
still need testing. Your doctor 
should advise on you need.

After a period of dry weather, 
drive with special care. Driv-
ing in the rain can be hazard-
ous, but it is most risky if the 
rain occurs after several weeks 
of dry weather, according to 
research done at the Berkeley 
School of Public Health a few 
years ago. In a study of 1 mil-

Amateur radio operators
join international programSHERIFFS’ REPORT

A Doctor Speaks
byGeorge Moore, MD

Health tips for Northern Neckers

lion fatal crashes across the 
U.S., they found that during a 
dry spell, oil and grease could 
build up on roads, which then 
become very slippery in the 
rain.

Stay clear of total release 
foggers, also called “bug 
bombs,” used to kill roaches, 
fleas and other insects. They 
can cause acute reactions, 
including breathing, coughing, 
nausea, burning eyes, head-
aches, and dizziness, especially 
if you return to the room too 
soon. They also contain highly 
inflammable ingredients, which 
can set off explosions—if pilot 
lights, and gas fireplaces are on 
or cigarettes are burning. New 
York State plans to ban their 
use except by professionals.

Still another study of Ginkgo 
biloba shows that the herb does 
not help prevent or delay severe 
memory loss or Alzheimer’s. 
There is now a substantial 
body of evidence that gingko 
extract does not prevent mental 
decline.
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