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Community moves Northumberland schools Classes of ‘09:
by Reid Pierce Armstrong
The community pitched in Monday,
June 8, to help Northumberland’s middle
and high school teachers move to their
new facility in Claraville.
Businesses, parents, students, teachers and community organizations arrived
with a train of vehicles and arms full of
boxes and worked throughout the day,
getting the bulk of the work done before
lunchtime Monday.
The move was bittersweet for some
teachers who had spent nearly 30 years
in their former buildings, but the blast of
cool air conditioning, the new maps and
50-inch plasma screens at the new school
seemed to overpower any sadness.
The moving day was pushed back several times in recent months, frustrating
elected officials, school administrators
and students. But several teachers said
they were relieved to have more time
to get organized before summer school
classes begin on June 22.
An official opening ceremony is
planned for late August.
The move to the new school last week
marked the culmination of a six-year
process.

Early in 2003, the board of supervisors
contracted an architectural firm to study
the needs of the middle and high schools,
both of which were nearing the end of
their lifespans.
The 200-page report that came out of
that study the following year outlined
the problems the schools faced and then
addressed possible cures.
Among the issues sited at the middle
school were lack of air conditioning, few
operational windows, iron plumbing that
was rotting, spotted brown ceiling tiles,
and pools of standing water on the roof.
“The ceiling leaks and the floor is
sinking, but the concrete walls and foundation are in great shape,” said Superintendent Clint Stables, running his hand
along a section of masonry at the middle
school during a tour with the board of
supervisors in August 2004.
The board of supervisors and school
board began a six-month-long debate
about the pros and cons of renovating the
old middle school versus building a new
one.
When the study concluded in 2004, it
was estimated that renovating the middle Lilian Lumber trucks help move dozens of boxes of books from the old

LANCASTER—Commencement
ceremonies for Lancaster High School
will begin at 10 a.m. Saturday, June 13,
in the school’s gymnasium.
There are 109 candidates for graduation in the Class of 2009.
Velma K. Benns, sister of LHS administration assistant Deborah K. Thomas,
will address the graduates and guests.
Benns graduated from Northumberland High School and attended James
Madison University, where she ran track
for two years. In 1985, she graduated
summa cum laude from Christopher
Newport University with a bachelor’s in
social work. In 2000, she earned a master’s in public administration from Troy
State University in Alabama.
Benns was hired in 1985 as the first
African American female in the State
middle school library to the new combined library. Visit RRecord.com to Probation and Parole Office in Newport
NEW SCHOOLS , continued on page A2 view a related video.
News. She now serves as Deputy Chief
U.S. Probation Officer in the Richmond
Division.
The Class of 2009 valedictorian and
salutatorian will be announced at graduation.

Everybody Has a Story

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Teresa Abbott: Career server with a smile
T

eresa Abbott is a morning
person.
She greets the breakfast
crowd at Lee’s Restaurant with
a “Hey, honey” or “Morning,
sugar” and serves up a cup of
java with a big smile.
“It’s my favorite part of the
job, greeting everybody in the
morning,” said Teresa, who
lives in Weems.
She’s an icon within an icon,
a symbol of a restaurant that’s
been a part of Kilmarnock for
seven decades.
“This is just home to me,”
she said. “I’ve had several
opportunities for other jobs but
I love waiting tables.”
Teresa graduated from Lancaster High School in 1974 and
started working as a waitress at
the family-style restaurant in
January 1978.
“I came in here on a Friday
night and talked to Mr. Lee
about a job. I told him I didn’t
have any experience but I liked
people.”
And even after 31 years,
Teresa says “I get up every
morning and look forward to
coming to work. Most people
come to work and can’t wait to
leave. That’s not me.”
Foster “Bill” Lee opened the
restaurant back in 1939 and
Teresa’s been through two generations of owners/managers.
Bill Lee died in 2007.
There hasn’t been a lot
of changes to the menu or
extreme price increases, she
said. But the restaurant has
expanded since she came on

board, acquiring an adjacent
building and adding more seating to reach a 134-person capacity.
“We’ve come a long way,”
said Teresa, who wore an all
white uniform, including white
shoes, when she started. “Now
we wear colored shirts and
khaki pants.”
In 2005, the waitstaff started
using computers to log in the
orders. The change nearly made
Teresa quit.
“I went home that first day
and I was in tears,” she said. “I
was so nervous, I couldn’t sleep.
I told my husband, this is it, this
is going to make me quit. I can’t
do it.”
But each day the new system
got a little easier and “I stayed,”
said Teresa.
She works about 45 hours
a week and pulls the morning
shift six days a week.
“We have the same people
that come in here every day
for breakfast,” she said, “and
that’s part of the fun of the
job, getting to know people
and knowing what they want.
They’ll say, ‘Teresa, I’ll have
my usual.’
“And when I’m not here one
day, you can bet they want to
know where I am. It’s ‘Where
is Teresa? Is she sick? Why did
she take the day off?’”
But those aren’t questions
heard frequently. Because it’s
rare Teresa isn’t on the job by
6:45 a.m. and greeting customTeresa Abbott serves up a cup of coffee and a smile at Lee’s Restaurant in ers with a smile when the doors
open at 7 a.m.
Kilmarnock.

District 1 supervisor seat
is contested in Lancaster

INSIDE

Wishin’ for some good fishin’
This weekend marks the annual Reedville Fishing Derby.
There will be cash prizes for the largest bluefish, rockfish
and croaker. Buzzards Point Marina in Reedville hosts the
tournament. Proceeds benefit Smith Point Sea Rescue. In
addition to competition on Friday and Saturday, there will
be entertainment, food and crafts. Friday evening, the Ray
Pittman Project will perform and Saturday night the featured
band is Casper. For winning tips, see The Fishing Line by Capt.
Billy Pipkin.
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LANCASTER—Following Tuesday’s deadline to file, only one race for
a county government seat in the lower
Northern Neck is on the November 3
general election ballot.
In Lancaster, incumbent F.W.
“Butch” Jenkins Jr. and Richard
Pleasants filed for the District 1 seat
on the board of supervisors. Jenkins,
the Republican candidate, has held the
seat for 16 years. Pleasants is running
as an independent.
Registration for a spot on the
November 3 General Election ballot
closed at 7 p.m. Tuesday, according to
Lancaster voter registrar Peggy Harding.
Republican incumbent Wally Beauchamp is unopposed for supervisor in
District 5.
According to Lancaster Democrat
Party chairman Donna Thompson, the
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Democrats did not nominate a candidate for supervisor or school board.
Incumbent Carl Failmezger is unopposed for the school board seat in District 1.
Irvington mayor and former school
superintendent Alexander McD. Fleet
is seeking the District 5 school board
seat. The incumbent, current board
chairman William Smith, chose not to
seek a third term.
“I’ve always been a proponent of
term limits,” Smith said about his
decision. While not opposed to reentering politics in the future, Smith
said at this time he wants to spend
more time with his family.
In Northumberland, voter registrar
Kathy Goddard reported District 2
incumbent Richard Haynie and Dis-
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Top achievers
to lead NHS
commencement

HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland
High School will graduate the Class of
2009 at 9 a.m. Saturday, June 13, on the
athletic field at the old high school in
Heathsville.
There are 107 candidates for graduation.
Graduation speakers will be valedictorian Ruth Hedberg, the daughter of
Dr. Victoria Rennie of Burgess; salutatorian Hillary Diane May, the daughter
of Paul and Susan May of Reedville;
Lara Kristin Belfield, the daughter of
Donn and Carol Belfield of Heathsville;
Josh Nicholson, the son of Roberta Hall
of Heathsville; and Anna Patricia Brennan, the daughter of Patrick and Anna
Brennan of Heathsville.
Hedberg and May will attend the
College of William and Mary next fall,
Belfield is headed to the University of
Mary Washington, and Nicholson and
Brennan will attend Virginia Tech.

Top five grads
to address class
at Rappahannock
WARSAW—Commencement exercises for Rappahannock High School
will be held Saturday, June 13, at 9 a.m.
at the high school outdoor amphitheatre.
The ceremony will include music by
the school band under the direction of
William D. Fields and members of the
choir under the direction of Marcellus C.
Dungee.
Senior class president Bergen Elizabeth Hubert will provide the welcoming address. The five graduates with the
highest academic average for their four
years at Rappahannock will speak.
They are Anne Jeanette Derby, the
daughter of Tom and Beth Huggins of
Warsaw and Jake Derby of Tappahannock; Bergen Elizabeth Hubert, the
daughter of Rebecca Hubert of Warsaw
and Richard Hubert of Richmond; Amy
Gutmann, the daughter of Matthew and
Kathleen Gutmann of Warsaw; Robert
Blake Byrd, the son of John and Wendy
Byrd of Warsaw; and Laura Anne Yackel,
the niece of Paul and Ellen Yackel of
Warsaw.

Sen. Stuart is
W&L speaker

MONTROSS—Graduation exercises for Washington and Lee High
School will be held Saturday, June 13,
at 9 a.m. on the W&L field. The guest
speaker will be Virginia District 28
Sen. Richard Stuart.
W&L recently announced its covaledictorians for the Class of 2009.
There will not be a salutatorian. The
co-valeditorians are Abigail Wallace
and Ashley Jackson.
Wallace is the daughter of Daniel
and Linda Wallace. She plans to
attend Biola University in California
W&L, continued on page A2

THIS WEEK ONLINE:

Northumberland Schools on the move
Visit RRecord.com to view a video of Northumberland schools moving last Monday into new
facilities in Claraville.
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school would cost some $9 million while building new would
cost some $11 million.
In February 2005, the two
boards began looking at potential
sites for a new school and considering financing options. It was the
first time they would discuss the
concept of a “campus” approach
that would ultimately include all
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Alex Haseltine

three of Northumberland county’s
schools in addition to the school
board offices and adult education
offices.
The middle school was still the
primary focus of the discussions
since the high school had undergone a major renovation in the
1960s.
In March 2005, the boards
ordered a second study to identify
the educational program needs at
the middle and high schools. This
was an essential step in finalizing
any architectural blueprints in the
future.
In September 2005, with the
roof leaking and the air conditioning failing at the high school,
the board of supervisors denied
a $942,000 renovation project
there.
“I can’t put myself in a position to obligate the county to do
this without having somebody to
tell me this is the best way to go,”
said supervisor Joe Self. “I need
to give it more thought before I
take any action.”
Two months later, the board
issued a request for proposals to
improve or replace both schools
through a new school construction program called the Virginia
Public-Private Education Facilities and Infrastructure Act of 2002
(PPEA) that places the financial
burden of architectural planning
and design on the competitive
bidders.
The ad that ran, to the surprise
of the community, called for plans
to upgrade or replace facilities for
both the middle and high schools,
possibly in two separate phases.
In December of that same year,
superintendent of schools Clint
Stables wrote a letter to the local
newspapers, pleading the schools’
case:
“As a community we have an
obligation to provide our children
with adequate school facilities,”
he wrote. “These should be able
to support new technologies that
students must master to compete
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trict 3 incumbent Jim Long
are unopposed for the board of
supervisors. District 2 incumbent Dean Sumner and District
3 incumbent Myrtle Phillips
also are unopposed for the
school board.
In Tuesday’s Democratic Primary election, R. Creigh Deeds
won the party’s nomination for
governor and Jody Wagner won
the nomination for lieutenant
governor.
Deeds carried the Commonwealth with 159,132 votes.
Terry R. McAuliffe had 84,704
votes and Brian J. Moran had
76,333.
In Lancaster, Deeds had
432 votes, McAuliffe 170 and
Moran 119. In Northumberland, Deeds had 376 votes,
McAuliffe 201 and Moran
145.
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In September 2006, as architectural plans for the new school
were still being finalized, the
board broke ground at the site of
the new school.
The new building would have a

“High school. Ms. Washington.” If you’ve ever called
Northumberland’s high school, you’ve probably heard that
answer on the other end of the line. Lilian Washington has been
a fixture in the front office at the old high school in Heathsville
for as long as anyone can remember. But she has no qualms
about moving to the new building. “I’m just excited,” she said.
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fitness room complete with stateof-the-art workout machines,
50-inch flat screen TVs in every
classroom and a 500-seat auditorium.
An artist’s rendering of the front
elevation of Northumberland’s
new school showed the building
divided into three sections with
two-story school houses on either
side. The central areas between
the schools would be shared.
The stairwells were designed
to look like lighthouses, and the
building, with its overhanging
porches and pilings, was meant
to reflect the architecture found
throughout the county.
Plans weren’t finalized until
February of that year although
several supervisors were still
unhappy with the overall look of
the building’s facade. The plans
were approved with two members
voting in favor and two abstaining, while one was absent.
The project was slow coming
out of the ground with delays in
architectural planning, site grading and masonry work. But in
October 2007, one year after
breaking ground, great concrete
walls seemed to be rising almost
overnight from the dust.

The opening for both schools
was scheduled for January 2009.
In October 2008, however, construction crews were still at work
inside Northumberland’s new
school with a considerable way to
go until completion.
The move-in date was pushed
back several times this year until
it was finally agreed to wait until
the end of the school year.
The county issued a certificate
of occupancy to the school May
27 and the first few programs
were held there last week.
“It’s a big relief, but at the
same time we’ve still got a lot
of things we’re figuring out. It’s
like moving into a new house.
There’s a lot of training on
new systems to get everyone
up to speed on how the technology works in that building
and to make sure we are taking
advantage of everything it has
to offer,” said Stables, with the
move almost complete.
“This building has everything
that was on our original wish
list, but we ended up with something much more exciting than
we ever could have imagined
when we first started dreaming
in 2003,” he said.

W&L

continued from page A2
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Community members lend a hand in the big school move last Monday. Wayson Christopher,
Eddie Dawson and Stockton Bates help move desks from the old high school to the new
building.

Nominations

extension 28, ahaseltine@rrecord.com

❑ $36.00 per year

in either the working world or
post-secondary education. Our
schools should demonstrate the
value that our community places
on education.”
In March 2006, the boards
announced they had selected
three companies to continue to
the second phase of a competitive
bidding process. All three companies were recommending a single
new building to house grades 6 to
12.
In early June 2006, the board
began finalizing negotiations with
First Choice Public-Private Partners and later that month, in a joint
meeting, the boards unanimously
approved building a combined
middle and high school. Moseley
Architects, the firm that designed
Northumberland’s elementary
school, and English Construction
Company, a well-known Virginiabased builder, were joined in the
partnership.
The 160,000-square-foot facility had a guaranteed maximum
price tag of $37,484,830, which
the board of supervisors voted to

continued from page A2

Wagner won statewide with
212,460 votes, A. Michael
Signer had 60,976 votes and
Jon I. Bowerbank, who withdrew from the race May 18,
had 12,826 votes.
In Lancaster, Wagner had
494 votes, Signer 113 and Bowerbank 20. In Northumberland,
Wagner had 492 votes, Signer
139 and Bowerbank 22.
Rounding out the Democratic Party ticket, Steve Shan-

non is the attorney general
nominee.
Republican
nominees,
elected during a recent convention, are Bob McDonnell for
governor, Bill Bolling for lieutenant governor and Ken Cuccinelli for attorney general.
In the District 99 race,
Republican Catherine Crabill of Irvington is challenging Democrat incumbent Del.
Albert C. Pollard Jr. of Lively.

NOAA awards grant to VIMS
WASHINGTON,
D.C.—
Rep. Robert Wittman recently
announced a $1.45 million grant
from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration
to fund the Virginia Sea Grant
College Program at the Virginia
Institute of Marine Science for
FY2009.
The grant will be used to carry
out research, outreach and education on issues that affect Virginia
and the Mid-Atlantic coastal

NEWS
BREAK
n Red Cross

The Northumberland County
Red Cross Chapter recently
mailed letters requesting donations in its annual appeal for
financial support to enable it to
provide disaster relief and other
services, according to publicity
chairman Joan Kroll.
Those who have not received
such a letter may contribute by
mailing a check payable to the
Northumberland County Red
Cross, P.O. Box 103, Heathsville, VA 22473.

region.
“The Sea Grant College Program and the Virginia Institute
of Marine Science continue to
contribute to the preservation of
the Chesapeake Bay and the Mid
Atlantic. As an environmental scientist, I understand how important
this money is in allowing them to
continue their excellent work,”
Wittman said.
The research funded by the
grant will focus on coastal ecosystems, fisheries, aquaculture
and seafood safety. The grant also
will fund an education programs
targeting K-12 audiences.

to major in film with an emphasis on screen writing.
Jackson is the daughter of
O’Neal and Karen Jackson.
She plans to attend Virginia
Commonwealth
University

School of Engineering to major
in biomedical engineering.
(Photographs of the candidates for graduation appear in
the school pages)

LANCASTER
COUNTY

CRIME SOLVERS

“Cruise on the Breeze”
June 27, 2009

Leaves from Buzzard’s Point marina, fairPort, va

TickeTs are $25 per person
Dinner incluDeD • cash Bar availaBle
Boarding Begins aT 6:15 pm

BoaT

deparTs aT 7:00 pm

geT your TickeTs NOW By calling
michelle crowTher aT 435-4103

The Irvington Village Improvement Association
Presents a Concert by the

United States Air Force Ensemble

Satellite

n Ocean waters

Gov. Tim Kaine last week
announced his participation in
the Mid-Atlantic Governors’
Agreement on Ocean Conservation, a partnership among the
governors of New York, New
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and
Virginia to protect the ocean
waters of the Mid-Atlantic.
The regional partnership will
protect and improve the health
of ocean and coastal resources
through improved coordinations
and minimized jurisdictional
barriers, ensuring the resources
contribute to economic vitality
and a high quality of life well
into the future, according to the
governor’s press release.

Friday, June 12 • 7 PM
Irvington Commons, King Carter Drive
Come and enjoy this FREE outdoor concert with family and friends—it’s sure to
captivate all ages. Music will include a medley of old favorites,
as well as jazz and Big Band sounds.
Don’t forget your blankets, chairs and picnics!
For more information: 438-5121 or paulamcnulty@verizon.net

Kilmarnock • Virginia 								
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The Agenda
Local Government News

Virginia leaders visit Northern Neck
Chesapeake Bank chairman Doug Monroe addresses members of the 2009 LEAD Virginia
alumni conference last Friday at Rappahannock General Hospital’s Rehabilitation Services &
Sports Medicine Center in Kilmarnock. Monroe spoke with the group about the fund-raising
efforts and development of the Virginia Quality Life Campus. LEAD Virginia is a statewide
leadership program educating business persons and educators about issues most relevant to
the Commonwealth.The organization held a three-day conference locally focusing on Virginia’s
Northern Neck and Chesapeake Bay, “Preserving its Heritage; Sustaining its Future.” Photo by
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone council trims
operations by some $50,000

New garage
rising slower
than planned
by Alex Haseltine

WHITE STONE—The town
council last Thursday unanimously adopted next year’s
budget and authorized appropriations for the coming fiscal
cycle.
Projected
revenues
are
$147,788, representing a 15.3
percent decrease from current
revenues of $198,620.
Estimated expenditures are

reduced in several categories,
including decreases in police
salaries of $4,455. Some $3,198
in staff 401K funds from the
previous year’s budget have
been eliminated, and the contingency fund has been reduced
by $6,264 to $2,512.
The building and external
environment budget has been
reduced by $4,589 through the
discontinuation of refuse collection from 12 trash cans. The
receptacles will be removed
from public areas throughout
the town.
A $1,800 expenditure for
Christmas banners also has
been eliminated from the
budget.
Council held the second

reading of the budget during
the meeting, which was not
attended by any residents.
Vice mayor David Jones made
a motion to accept the budget,
seconded by Tina Davis. Jennifer Hodges, Richard M.
Davis and Scott Hudson supported the motion, which carried 5-0.
Jones reported on the construction of a new police garage
behind the town office. As a
result of “poor soil,” he said the
concrete foundation had to be
poured thicker than anticipated,
and due to rain the construction
is not going as fast as planned.
Despite the delays, the garage
should be complete within 30
days, said Jones.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of supervisors meets at 5 p.m. Thursday,
June 11, in the General District
courtroom at 39 Judicial Place in
Heathsville.
Virginia Department of Transportation residency administrator
Sean Trapani will discuss a plan to
adjust service on the Sunnybank
Ferry to Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon. The
ferry now operates from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
VDOT anticipates an annual savings of $75,000 with the change.
Beginning at 7 p.m., the board
has four scheduled public hearings:
• Robert W. Jacey has applied
for a permit to construct a 40-by50-foot metal building for the
production of wine on Train Lane
near Wicomico Church.
• John Sterrett is seeking a
permit to place a single-wide
mobile home at 5024 Jessie
Dupont Memorial Highway in Recent rains have brought the green out in the foliage of this
massive tree near the tennis courts on the lawn of the Tides
Wicomico Church.
• Wayne and Gloria Bryant are Inn in Irvington. Photo by Audrey Thomasson
requesting a permit to place a private storage facility on an undeveloped piece of land on Coan
Stage Road.
Big Enough To
The board also will consider
a recommendation from the VirServe You,
ginia Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries to establish a No
Small Enough To Care
Wake zone on Warehouse Creek
off the Great Wicomico River
FREE Design Work
near Burgess.

Spring tree

LANCASTER—The planning
commission will hear a presentation on the feasibility of wind
power on the Northern Neck
Thursday, June 18, at 7 p.m. in
the General District courtroom at
Lancaster Courthouse.
Terrance Melcher will discuss
tsmaller 30- to 40-foot wind turbines. Land use director Don Gill
will introduce proposed zoning
definitions for wind technology.

We Offer Full Design & Blueprints
Custom Homes ~ Church Renovations
Room Additions ~ Sunrooms ~ Kitchens
Commercial & Residential
www.lupearce.com

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning commission has scheduled a work session
on June 18 at 4 p.m. to discuss
proposed usage changes to the
zoning code. A public hearing to
review the proposed changes was
held in May.
While the public is welcome
to attend the work session, there
is no scheduled time for public
comments.
The commission meets in the
General District Courtroom at 39
Judicial Place in Heathsville. No
evening session is scheduled.

Class A Contractor • Free Estimates

Holly Jolly
Holiday Cruises 2009-2010

Four Holiday Cruises to celebrate the
season with all the decorations, food,
music, & traditions.
Make this holiday one to cherish–

memories are forever!

LOTTSBURG—The
Northumberland school board has
changed its June meeting to 6
p.m. Monday, June 22. The board
will close out its fiscal year and
discuss final items regarding the
move to the new school.
“At this point I think we are
going to proceed with demolition,” of the old middle school,
said superintendent Clint Stables.
Before demolishing the building, the school board must first
vote to retire it, thus turning it
    During a reception Monday night, Lancaster school board chairman William Smith expressed over to the county.
appreciation to teachers and other personnel retiring at the end of the school year. Smith said
their service of working with “our children is the most important job one can do because
they are working with our future.” From left are Nell Casto, who taught for 40 years; Sylvia
Davis, who drove a school bus for 34 years; Smith; Ruth Whay, a para-professional teacher for
40 years; and Betty Walters, who worked in food service for 26 years. Retirees not pictured are
Lancaster Middle School Principal Craig Kauffman, leaving after 11 years, and custodian Harry
Norris, who served seven years.

School board is undecided
on student cell phone usage
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—A final
vote on cell phone usage was
put on hold by the Lancaster
school board after administrators proposed a last-minute
change to school policy.
Standing in for the school
superintendent, assistant superintendent Meryl Stables introduced changes Monday night
during a second reading of the
policies that will be implemented in the next school year.
Essentially, the changes would
ban student usage of cell phones
on school buses and on school
property even after the end of
the school day, Stables said.
“I thought the board originally
thought it was a good idea for
kids to have cell phones to call
parents if there were changes in
sports practice schedules,” said
chairman William Smith.
Other members also expressed
concern with the changes and
said the language in the policy
is unclear.
“The policy says what you
can’t do, but it doesn’t spell out
what can be done,” said member
Don McCann.
“We need to clarify the policy,

not change it,” said vice chairman Carl Failmezger. His interpretation of the policy as presented “allows cell phones to be
used after the final bell rings,”
he added.
Member Patrick McCranie
said he agreed. “Cell phones
should not be used on the school
grounds or bus, but once the
final bell rings, they should be
able to use phones. This needs
to be spelled out in the policy.”
One parent expressed concern
about who was going to monitor cell phone usage on school
buses.
“How will it be enforced?”
asked Bryan McClain. “I hope
it’s not up to the bus driver. They
have a primary duty that is much
more important.”
Smith said McClain raised a
very good point. “Who is going
to be responsible for monitoring cell phone usage on school
buses?” he asked.
Last month, the board voted
to ban the use of cell phones
during instructional time, but
allowed their usage on school
buses and on school grounds
after the dismissal bell rings.
According to Smith, members
decided to tighten the policy on

cell phones after lewd and inappropriate material was found on
the phones of children as young
as fourth- and fifth-graders.
The remainder of the policies
passed on a 5-0 vote, excluding
a policy dealing with worker’s
compensation after teachers
asked for further clarification
of the benefit. A special board
meeting was set for today, June
11, at 11 a.m. in the school
administration offices to address
the remaining policy issues.
Also tabled until today’s meeting was the selection of a winning bid on replacing the HVAC
at the primary school.
In a special session two weeks
ago, the board awarded C.W.
Davis Inc. the contract to repair
and resurface the bus loop and
back parking lot at the primary
school for $85,250. The board
received one bid on the project.
Operations director Tim
Quill said he received informal
bids ranging from $110,000 to
$150,000 prior to the bid process. He said the winning bid
was much lower because Davis
has its own asphalt plant while
other paving companies would
have to buy the asphalt, probably from C.W. Davis Inc.

on Additions

804-693-2481

Prinsendam
Westerdam
Zuiderdam
Maasdam

Dec. 21-Jan. 4
Dec. 20-27
Dec. 23-Jan. 2
Dec. 28-Jan. 8

Stop by or give us a call for additional information
on these fun holiday cruises.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Bring a Chair—a Blanket—a Picnic Lunch—
and Enjoy

Music in the Churchyard

Admission: Donation
Free to Class of 2009!

Saturday, June 13, 2009
1:00 - 5:00 P.M.

1:00—4:00 Todd Crowley’s Musical Petting Zoo
Enjoy Musical Instruments from A-Z, from around the world

Bayne Center

Performers’
CDs,
Soft Drinks &
Snacks for sale

Live Performances Under the Big Tent :

1
2
3

:00 The Bad Buoys —Barber Shop
Bill Croner, Byrd Chancey, Gene Doody & Harry Stemple

:00 Todd Crowley
Sings and performs original songs & Folk music on his many Autoharps

:00 Steve Keith

Sings and performs original songs & traditional melodies —
Country, Blue Grass, Jazz, Folk & Blues on Banjo, Fiddle,
Guitar and Harmonica

4

:00

Bill Gurley

Sings and performs his original compositions - Folk, Rock, Swing, Country,
Blue Grass, Old Time & Gospel on Fiddle, Banjo and Guitar.

Your donations and purchases help cover costs of this festival.
Foundation for Historic Christ Church also thanks the following sponsors and partners:

Chesapeake Chorale
Christ Church School
Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts
Currie Funeral Home
Rappahannock Rentals Virginia Commission for the Arts
Entertainment Systems Corporation
Virginia Foundation for the Humanities

FOUNDATION FOR HISTORIC CHRIST CHURCH, INC.
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Fiction
or Fact

Delegate’s Report

Focal Point

by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

I

was once told that a waterman was talking
about boys working on his boat. He said,
“One boy is worth one boy, two boys is worth
half a boy, and three boys, well, they ain’t
worth a damn.”
This expression comes to mind after I
recently read a January 2009 article from
NewScientist.
The article uses math models to explore
Parkinson’s Law. “Parkinson’s Law” was actually a humor article published in the Economist in 1955 saying that bureaucracies can
become self-fulfilling prophesies.
It seems Major Parkinson was working
very hard in a World War II logistics office
managing vital paperwork when disaster
struck. Most of Parkinson’s co-workers
had to leave. Parkinson was left with the
work of four people. But something truly
remarkable happened: nothing. The paperwork stopped. There were no disasters, no
breakdowns.
Parkinson later noted, “There had never
been anything to do. We’d just been making
work for each other.”
To quote NewScientist, “Parkinson suggested a reason: in any hierarchical management structure, people in positions of authority need subordinates, and extra bodies have
to be occupied regardless of how much work
there is to do.”
The article also reported on some math

from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.
A friend of mine tells me you
know you’re living in a small
town when a passing motorist
calls your office to remind you
that your car windows are down
and a storm is coming up.
That’s just one of the advantages to living in a small town.
But how well do you really
know your neighborhood?
You might have to get your
friends to help you answer this
Lancaster County quiz. Comeheres might want to buddy up
with a local.
Where is Armitageville? It
encompassed Slaters Corner and
now goes by an earlier name.
Where is Bald Eagle Point?
It’s a far cry from Eagle landing.
Where was Broomfield?
It was the home of Stuckley
Towles.
Where is Butylo Bluff? It’s
a hill in Lancaster County. As
hills go, it must be one heck of
a hill to have its own name.
What body of water did
Chowning’s Ferry cross? It’s
been known as Queen River
and Toppahanock Flu.
Where is the Confederate
Monument? This one is too
easy for a clue.
Where is Creekview? It was
earlier known as Rowe’s Point.
On what body of water is
Dead and Bones Cove? You
might pass Creekview to get
there.
Of what historical significance is Epping Forest most
known? Mother knows best.
What town was first known
as Carter’s Creek Wharf? It
was incorporated in 1955 by its
present name.
What body of water did
Lawries Ferry cross? A ferry by
another name still crosses.
Where is Miami? It’s a trick
question.
This village and post office
could have been named Woodbine, but the U.S. Postal Service rejected it as too common.
Instead it was named for a
shellfish and initially misspelled. What am I talking
about?
Other than having a bridge
named for him, how did Robert
O. Norris Jr. serve the Northern
Neck?
Where was Payne’s crossroads? Today’s name is closer
to its original Corrotoman
Meeting House.
What’s the historical significance of Queenstown? The
Confederate Monument is not
there.
The answers, in no particular
order, are: Ottoman; Mollusk;
the original county seat; at an
unknown location, although it
was a post office circa 18911898; Western Branch of the
Corrotoman River; Rappahannock River; Carter’s Creek;
Irvington; Merry Point; Lancaster; George Washington’s
mother was born there; in
Poplar Neck at Ocran; on the
boundary between Lancaster
and Richmond counties near
the Rappahannock River;
somewhere near Towles Point;
at the end of King Carter Drive;
he represented the Northern
Neck in the Virginia Senate.
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models that helped Parkinson’s theories on
committee structure and optimum size. They
modeled different committee sizes and
weighted the model for like-minded people’s
tendency to lump together. Further, they used
a 1 or a 0 to weight folks’ opinions on a theoretical subject.
It turns out there are two possible model
outcomes: “either the network will reach a
consensus with 0s and 1s throughout, or it
will get stuck as an entrenched disagreement
between factions.”
It turns out that, mathematically, groups
with fewer than 20 tend to reach consensus.
Groups with greater than 20 tend to split into
subgroups that agree but cannot reach a larger
consensus.
As I was reading this I was thinking about
the committee structure in the House of Delegates.
The size of a committee is, generally, 22
members. It hasn’t been that way forever.
Indeed, the committee size is relatively new,
an outgrowth of a compromise in 1997 when
power was evenly split between the two parties.
And, according to political scientists, that is
about when the institutional gridlock seemed
to set in, or maybe just worth about two and a
half boys.
To read the full NewScientist article, visit
.albertpollard.com/AP_News.asp.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Swans sunning
This family of swans on Indian Creek recently adopted the
Walker family on Grace Point Lane.The mom and dad are
beautiful and the babies are adorable, the Walkers said.

Photo submitted by Vickie and Lewis Walker
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com subject
line Focal Point.

Last week, while participating in a conference call
with General Motors management and members of the
president’s automotive task
force, I received the troubling
news that General Motors
plans to close its Powertrain
plant in Spotsylvania County
by December 2010.
In response to the news, I
wrote to chief executive offi-

cer Frederick Henderson of
GM and Treasury Secretary
Tim Geithner, urging GM to
reconsider the closure and
evaluate the plant’s eligibility for retooling to be a part
of future parts production.
While I am and will
continue to be wary of our
involvement in the management of private industry, I
believe that the Spotsylva-

YOUR LETTERS
Read the treaty
There she goes again! We
know that the author of “On
registering weapons” in the
June 4 edition has an antiObama, anti-Democratic party
agenda.
That’s OK, but she should
try to put the truth above her
narrow interpretation of party
affiliation.
Her suggestion that we visit
the Pat Dollard website and
view a re-run of a Lou Dobbs
piece on the CIFTA treaty
might convince some, but why
must she insist that we accept
biased, secondary sources as
fact? Lou Dobbs had it wrong.
I assume since the lady is
such a talented theatrical director that she can distinguish
between fact and fiction. So
why not do so? The CIFTA
treaty, otherwise known as the
“Inter-American Convention
against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives,
and Other Related Materials,”
is available at http://untreaty.un
.orgunts/144078_158780/10/1/
303.pdf for anyone to read.
Nowhere in the text of the
treaty does it say anything
about individual citizens in
the U.S. or any other signatory
country being prohibited from
owning guns or being required
to register those they have. The

purpose of the treaty is to do
exactly what its title says: to
control the illicit manufacture
and trafficking of firearms and
explosives. But read it yourself.

Richard Seymann,
White Stone

Community
expresses concern
for speeding
Following my recent letter,
many people have called me
to express their opinions and
concern regarding speeding
on Coxs Farm Road. Each
has their own story to tell, and
some of the same vehicles were
identified.
And yes, there are signs on
the road at the beginning and
the end, indicating the entire
road of curves. The first sign
is completely hidden by trees.
Those will be removed by us so
that the sign is visible as vehicles enter Coxs Farm Road.
The problem still remains to
the ignoring of said sign.
Parents, I ask you again,
to please talk to your young
people. One resident reported
that a car was airborne by
her home. Airborne means
no control whatsoever. If you
have workers on your property,
please inform them of the speed
limit, which is 35 MPH for the
entire road. I’m not just target-

ing the young people, there are
adults doing the same thing.
I will continue to seek
a way to resolve this issue
through Lancaster County and
DMV. I’m doing what I can
to save the lives of people and
animals. Please help me by
your awareness and counseling
those under your charge.

Shirley Lindberg,
Weems

Time to reduce
town funding
The Irvington Town Council will conduct a public hearing Thursday, June 11, at
7:30 p.m. The meeting will
be at the town office at 235
Steamboat Road for the purpose of receiving public input
regarding the proposed 200910 budget. One of the main
topics will be consideration
of continued financial support
by the town for the Steamboat
Era Museum.
When the museum was
originally conceived in the
late 1900s, the expectation
was that the town would initially furnish some financial
support and that the museum
would become self-supporting over a period of time. This
has not panned out.
The proposal is to continue a high level of support,
$27,000, which is over a fifth
of the projected total town

revenues, exclusive of what
they call “In and Out Expenditures.”
It is the opinion of many
residents of the town, myself
included, that the museum
has become quite much of a
financial millstone around the
town’s neck, and that it is now
past time to consider a substantial reduction of the funding provided by the town.
Furthermore, although the
museum is a tax exempt organization, they must still file
an IRS Form 990. The most
recent Form 990 filed by the
museum and available to the
public is for 2007. This form
lists the town mayor, Mr. A.
M. Fleet, as “Ex-Officio,” and
a second individual who sits
on the town council as “Emeritus.”
While I have absolutely no
problem with the involvement of these distinguished
individuals in the cause of
the museum, this would to me
constitute, at least ethically, a
conflict of interest in the case
where they would be voting to
expend the town’s money on
the museum. I would prefer
that they recuse themselves.
I encourage all residents of
Irvington to attend this meeting and express their opinions.

Dick Sisson,
Irvington

nia plant could have a future
in the new GM. I will continue to advocate on behalf
of the plant in the coming
weeks.
On a brighter note, the
House unanimously passed
the Thomasina E. Jordan
Indian Tribes of Virginia
Federal Recognition Act
of 2009. This bill extends
federal recognition to the
Chickahominy Indian Tribe,
the Chickahominy Indian
Tribe-Eastern Division, the
Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the
Rappahannock Tribe Inc., the
Monacan Indian Nation, and
the Nansemond Indian Tribe.
As a co-sponsor of this legislation, I worked across the
aisle with members from the
Virginia delegation and spoke
in support of the bill during
the debate. The cultural and
historical importance of these
tribes to the Commonwealth
is significant and this legislation is an important step in
preserving a heritage that is
entwined with the birth of
Virginia and our nation.
The House voted unanimously in support of federal
recognition for the tribes in
2007, only to see the bill stall
in the Senate. I hope that this
effort will find new life in
the 111th Congress and that
these six tribes receive the
recognition they deserve.
Saturday was the 65th anniversary of D-Day, and a great
time to recognize our neighbors who are members of the
“Greatest Generation.”
I have met many of these
folks through my work on
behalf of veterans and am
humbled by their steadfast
commitment to our nation
and its continued success. I
am proud to have had the
opportunity to honor the
brave soldiers who stormed
the beaches of Normandy and
gave so much to protect the
freedoms we enjoy today.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

L

ast week the Younger B.E. traveled with
her class to the Mall in Washington. They
did the usual museum-hopping, most of which
places we have visited a number of times in the
past few years. Her trip took me back to some
interesting aspects of my own earlier life.
While in graduate school, I had a fellowship
in naval history at the Smithsonian Institution.
One of my former professors was serving as
president of the American Military Institute and
he kindly recommended me for the appointment, as he often worked with the curator of
Naval History. Thus began my term of official
association with “the Nation’s Attic.”
When I arrived my first assignment was to
begin the vast project of cataloging the effects
of Admiral Richard Byrd, the noted Virginian
who explored the South Pole, and who lived
there for one year. He had described those
exploits in a best seller, Alone, which I had
read in high school.
Prior to his death in 1957, he had donated
many of his objects to the Museum of History
and Technology, as it then was called, and later
his family gave the remainder of his collection. It had sat in boxes until I arrived. Opening them, and actually touching his clothing,
books, and paraphernalia was a memorable
experience.
I had the opportunity to work on the gunboat,

Philadelphia, the oldest American warship, more, did not date from the Revolutionary
which had sunk in Lake Ticonderoga, where it War, but from the War of 1812. He was perhad rested for a century and a half until being sistent in defending his position, which later
excavated in the 1930s. Unfortunately, most analysis of the wood proved to be correct.
of the deterioration had occurred during the When he died a few years later, he had lived
period after its having been lifted to the sur- to see himself vindicated.
face, due to improper preservation techniques
The 1960s constituted a busy decade for
used at the time. Worst of
the Smithsonian. The
all, as the museum, now
jeweler, Harry Winknown as the Museum When I arrived my first
ston, had donated the
of American History, assignment was to begin the Hope Diamond to the
was being readied for its
Museum of Natural
opening in 1964, a fire vast project of cataloging
History, which, true to
had broken out and done
his bent, he had sent
significant damage to the the effects of Admiral
from New York via U.S.
hull. The ship survived
Mail, which he thought
Richard Byrd, the noted
and I had a minor part in
was the safest way to
putting it together.
Virginian who explored the transport valuables.
My duties also afforded
New museums were
me the opportunity to South Pole, and who lived
cropping up on the Mall
assist Howard Chappelle,
like a bunch of mushthe feisty maritime histo- there for one year.
rooms after a spring
rian, who was undoubtrain. The Hirschorn
edly the greatest person in his field, before donut, the sculpture garden, the East Buildor since. He was a perfectionist if ever that ing of the National Gallery of Art, the Air and
term could be used to describe anyone. At the Space Museum, and the African and Sackler
time, he was immersed in the project that cul- Galleries were in the process of being conminated his career, namely proving beyond structed. Our building was open to the public,
doubt that the Constellation, the warship but perhaps the haste in having gotten it ready
which rests in retirement in harbor at Balti- taught a lesson about preservation.

The Star-Spangled Banner was put on permanent display after a lengthy cleaning, but
being cloth fabric, it had not received the
conservation it needed to safeguard it from
air and sun damage. Later a roll-up barrier
allowed it to be viewed once an hour, but that
too proved inadequate, and now newer measures, not known in the 1960s, have the prospect of keeping it safe for future generations.
Today, all these years later, when I walk
through the museums I realize how far preservation has come. Particularly, when I see
that small part of Admiral Byrd’s cache, I
think of how much is in storage, with only a
small fraction of all of the subjects being on
display for public viewing. One lacuna of history that I learned during my sojourn at “The
Smith” was that the flag of the State of Maryland must be flown on a pole the top of which
is surmounted by a bottony cross. When the
Museum of American History opened, it
included a piazza with 50 poles flying the
flags of all the states. Each had a gold-colored
ball on the top, but Maryland objected, and
ever since, the Maryland flagpole is readily
recognizable by this apex, but that is what the
Smithsonian is all about, bringing the obscure
details of the past to contemporary light. I am
happy our local schoolchildren got to experience its wonder last week.
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YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the June 11, 1909, issue of the
Miss Margaret Palmer returned home last
Virginia Citizen)
week from her school duties as teacher in
Portsmouth.
Lancaster Ladies Honored
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Chilton recently visited
Sunday’s Times-Dispatch, Richmond,
the latter’s mother at Heathsville.
contained handsome pictures of Miss Ruby
Bunyon Edmonds, who recently graduated
Virginia Smith, of Irvington, and Miss Grace
in dentistry in Baltimore, is this week in RichGregory Pinckard, of Rehobeth Church. Miss
mond taking the State examination.
Smith and Miss Pinckhard are both attending the Confederate Reunion at Memphis
Millenbeck
this week, the former as delegate from the
Mrs. A. W. Cooper, son and daughter, of BalLancaster Confederate Choir and the latter
timore, are at Towles Point for the summer.
as a sponsor. In speaking of Miss Smith the
The wharf here is being rebuilt by Geo. W.
Times-Dispatch says she “is lieutenant of the
Wagenen.
Confederate Choir, composed of twenty-five
John F. Cooksly has been appointed postmasyoung women and is a Virginia Choir delegate
ter at Bertrand, Va., vice Miss Olive T. George,
to the Memphis Reunion. Miss Smith is well
resigned.
known throughout the state being one of the
The prevailing rains of last week afforded
most beautiful young women of the Northern
splendid opportunity for the farmers to get out
Neck of Virginia.” Of Miss Pinckard is said
their tomato and potato plants.
she “is prominent in the social life of Lancaster
Lively
County and is very popular among her hosts
C. W. Clarke is having lumber put in place
of friends. Her home is near Rehobeth Church, for a new home to be built shortly.
Va.
G. M. Anthony and sister, Miss Emma, spent
Other young ladies from Lancaster attending several days last week with their sister and
the Reunion as delegates are Misses E. Genebrother near Warsaw.
vieve Pinckard, Maud Leland and Lilian Cralle.
T. J. Clarke visited relatives at Millenbeck
Sunday.
Kilmarnock
We are glad to see Miss Annie Keyser out
An interesting and closely contested game
after a short indisposition.
of baseball was played between our boys and
Wedding bells are expected to ring here in
Crisfield team on the latter’s diamond Thursday the near future.
of last week.
W. H. Barrack and son, of Irvington, visited
Misses Susie and Charlotte Claybrook have
friends in White Chapel not long since.
returned home from their school duties, the
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer
former teaching in Irvington and the latter near of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
Fredericksburg, to spend the summer.
Library)

YOUR LETTERS
Take your
rights back
At last Thursday’s Tea Party
meeting we had some good discussion and Ray Dabney of Northumberland County gave a brief
overview of how the county is
trying to change quite a few of
the zoning laws.
This is being done with an
overwhelming majority of the
residents who are showing up
at the meetings being against
the changes, which means the
county supervisors do not get it.
We voted unanimously to support the residents and to hold a
Tea Party in protest if the county
refuses to comply with the will
of the majority. Some 40 people
attended and everyone seemed
excited that we are gaining
momentum and can be a force
in the Northern Neck. This was
not a bad turnout considering the
weather and over a dozen regular
members were absent.
We need to get our property
rights back. Only changing the
people running the counties will
make that possible. This is called
real change. There is way too
much bureaucracy in the Northern Neck. It is time we the people
let our elected officials know that
they are just that, “elected.” We
can and will vote them out if
they will not do the right thing.
We are here to remind the government who they work for.
We are becoming united in a
cause that is just. If it is not just,
then we will lose, and we know
that we want what is good for the
majority. This great country was
founded on righteous principles
under God and we will not let
our leaders continue to trample
on and disrespect the constitution without a fight, and that
goes for both parties.
Radicals may burn the flag
and disrespect the constitution. I
expect it of them. But when our
government starts doing what
left wing radicals are known for,
and that is what our government
is doing right now, they might
as well burn the flag with all the
apologizing they are doing to
other countries around the world
for things we have not done.
The federal government has
bailed out banks with our money
and this is the help it gave me:
I own a retail store in Tappahannock and most of our items are
big-ticket items. People finance
them through American General.
Last month I received a letter
from AIG who owns American
General, informing me that they
will not finance anymore retail
items. Thanks, Obama, you are
really helping the small business
guy out here, and you will be
helping the people I lay off too,
I guess.
Maybe that is why Del. Albert
Pollard wanted us to take the
money with the strings attached,
because he knew the federal
government was going to bail
out their buddies at the small
business owners expense. What
Pollard did not tell us on his vote
to take the money with strings
attached is that the programs that
the state put in place had to stay
in place even when the money
ran out.
This administration is killing small businesses, and taking
over companies like General
Motors is sure death for them. It
is time to stand up and be heard.

If you are like me and you are
tired of our government doing
what they want, and our state and
local politicians doing what they
want, without taking the people
who they work for into consideration, then call me at 804-7611071 and together we can make
a difference. Let us get our rights
back.
Jim Spiess, Lancaster
President of Virginia’s 99th
District TEA Party

Get involved in
‘zoning review’
Despite public opinion,
repeatedly and firmly expressed
at recent Northumberland planning commission and board
of supervisors meetings, the
wholesale destruction of land
use rights in Northumberland
County continues.
County officials have named
this foul industry “Zoning
Review.” By whatever name,
what is afoot in Northumberland
is the destruction of our existing
Zoning Ordinance and our property rights.
Some within Northumberland
County have steadfastly promoted the placement of harsh
and costly land use restrictions
on county property owners.
Those restrictions would lead
directly to the loss of property
rights and property value for
many.
This group tells us that a flood
of commercial development in
Northumberland County is just
around the corner. This comment was directed at the Northumberland Planning Commission during its May 21 meeting;
“I can guarantee you in 20 years
Callao to Reedville will be 25
mph and look like Midlothian
Turnpike.”
You may believe, as I do, that
this kind of “thinking,” or lack
of it, is completely ridiculous
and good for a laugh. But, don’t
laugh too hard, these people are
after your property rights and
they are serious.
None of us were pursued to
come here. We did so of our own
accord. For those who purchased
property, the current zoning
ordinance addressed the assurances they could expect and just
as importantly the limits of those
assurances. Now, some wish to
change the rules that govern all
of us to suit themselves.
On January 8, the board
of supervisors voted to enact
requested “emergency” legislation removing (38) “by right”
land uses from the C-1, A-1 and
R-2 Zoning Districts. Responding to an outraged public, all
five supervisors voted the next
month to reverse that decision.
Zoning proposals calling for
the removal of land use rights
continue from county officials to
the planning commission. Land
use rights would be replaced by a
conditional use process by which
one would apply for a permit to
obtain the intended land use.
An application along with a
$400 fee would be submitted to
the county zoning office. The
zoning office would review the
application. Then the planning
commission in a public meeting
would vote on the application
and finally the board of supervisors in another public meeting
would decide what, if anything,
would be allowed. And who will
attend those meetings when your
fate is decided?

You had better bring everyone
you have ever known to speak
to the planning commission and
board of supervisors on your
behalf. Those who pursued and
took your rights will be there to
influence and decide your fate
once again.
You can do something about
this foolishness. Get up, stand
up and speak up. You will feel
better for the effort. Attend the
planning commission meetings the third Thursday of every
month and the board of supervisors’ meetings the second Thursday of every month.
Or, you can sit this one out
and at some later date, take your
application and $400 down to
the county and find out what
their plans are for you. Good
luck.
Rebuttals are welcome. An
ongoing narrative of ill-conceived assumptions and fears is
not.

Larry Moore,
Burgess

Empty Your Jewelry Box...

And Fill Your Wallet With Cash!
CASH PAID FOR SCRAP GOLD!
Old Wedding Bands, Class Rings, Broken Chains, Dental Gold, Etc....
(Any Unwanted Gold Jewelry)

THREE DA
YS ONL
Y!!
DAYS
ONLY!!

Sat., June 13, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sun., June 14, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Mon., June 15, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
BEVERLY HILLS JEWELERS
“Richmond’s Finest Jeweler”
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
1648 Tappahannock Blvd. Tappahannock VA.
The Conference Room

N BLETT appliance & propane
Keep Warm - Be Cool

Since 1939 • Main & Augusta Streets, Kilmarnock
804-435-1111 • 1-800-535-0084
www.noblett.com
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Law officer from area dies in crash
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi
GREENE
COUNTY—
Chadwick “Chad” A. Carr, 31,
of Stanardsville, an investigator with the Greene County
Sheriff’s Office, was killed
Thursday, June 4, in a twovehicle collision on Route 230
in Greene County.
Investigator Carr was a former
Northumberland County resident and a 1996 graduate of
Northumberland High School
(NHS).
According to Sgt. Les Tyler,
Virginia State Police troopers
were called to the crash site at
1:22 p.m where Investigator
Carr died at the scene.
Investigator Carr was on duty
and traveling eastbound on
Route 230 when his unmarked
patrol car ran off the right
side of the roadway, according to Sgt. Tyler. The vehicle
then came back onto the road,
crossed the center line and was
broadsided by a westbound
tractor trailer. Both vehicles
came to rest on the right side of
the westbound lane, according
to Sgt. Tyler. A fire ignited both

Investigator Chadwick A. Carr

vehicles.
The driver of the tractor
trailer, Kent E. Eaton, 43, of
Harrisonburg was not injured
and tried to assist Investigator
Carr out of his vehicle.
A seven-year veteran of law
enforcement, Investigator Carr
began his career as an animal
control officer in Northumberland County, then transferred
to Orange County where he
was an animal control officer.
He was later assigned as an
Orange County deputy sheriff.
He joined the Greene County
Sheriff’s Office in March 2008

and was promoted to investigator earlier this year. He was
assigned to the Blue Ridge
Narcotics Task Force as a narcotics enforcement officer.
It was a job “he truly enjoyed
and excelled at,” said Greene
County Sheriff J. Scott Haas.
During his career, he served
as an instructor at the law
enforcement academy and as a
K-9 handler.
Investigator
Carr
was
awarded the Greene County
Sheriff’s Office’s first ever
Lifesaving Award this year for
saving a man’s life by utilizing
CPR and an AED (automated
external defibrillator).
“Chad had a great love of
law enforcement work and will
be greatly missed by his fellow
workers,” said Sheriff Haas.
Many area athletes and fans
remember Carr for his prowess on the soccer field and his
talents on the baseball field.
He was an All-Region A soccer
goalkeeper at NHS and helped
to lead the Indians to the state
championship.
“He actually got us to the state
championship game with his

knowledge of the game,” said
Richard Devivi, who coached
Carr at NHS for four years.
“Chad was high energy and
always wanted to win. He was
a winner, and always showed
sportsmanship, even in losing.”
Investigator Carr is the son
of Bob and Cathi Carr of Kilmarnock and the father of two
sons, William Blake Carr, 7,
and Aidan Todd Carr, 3.
“Our thoughts and prayers go
out to them and Chad’s family,”
said Sheriff Haas.
A funeral will be held Friday,
June 12, at 1 p.m. at Currie
Funeral Home in Kilmarnock
with interment in the Wicomico
United Methodist Church Cemetery in Wicomico Church.
Friends may call at the
funeral home today (June 11)
from 6 to 8 p.m.
A memorial fund for the
children’s benefit has been
established. Donations may be
made to: The Chadwick Carr
Memorial Fund at any Bank of
America location or c/o Chesapeake Bank, P.O. Box 1419,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
(See obituary on page B9)

When: Saturday, June 13th
5:30 - 8:30pm
What: OPEN MIC and Improv Comedians
(Playback Theatre Comedian Troupe)

Cost:

$8.00 Cover
(Kids 12 and under are FREE)

Where: 8872 Mary Ball Road
(Outdoor on new stage)
(Across from Lancaster High School)

Cafe 462-7711

SHERIFFS REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crocket brought
charges against 10 individuals
last week.

Felonies

Cintez C. Gibson, 23, of
Merry Point Road was charged
June 3 with robbery, use or
display of a firearm in commission of a robbery, wearing
a mask in public (all felonies)
and petit larceny, all in connection with the April 17 robbery of the U.S. Post Office at
Merry Point, and for violation
of terms of bond posted in a
previous case.
Wallace E. Rice, 43, of
Weems Road was charged
June 4 with felony contempt of
Hanover court.
Jason E. Selph, 37, of Avonne
Street was charged June 6 with
construction fraud.

Misdemeanors

A First Street woman, 26,
was charged June 3 with issuing a bad check on April 30,
2002.
An Oyster Way man, 18, was
charged June 2 with contempt
of court.
A Lively area man, 48, was
charged June 2 with contempt
of court.
A Good Luck Road woman,
21, was charged June 4 with
contempt of Northumberland
court.
A Gaines Road man, 25, was
charged June 4 with failure to
answer interrogatories before
an Essex court.
A Lara Road man, 32, was
charged June 6 with issuing a
bad check.
A 23-year-old Harvey Lane

woman was charged June 7
June 5: Staff responded with
with using profane/threatening VSP and the Kilmarnock Police
language over the telephone.
Department (KPD) to a traffic
Activity report
accident near Mary Ball and
June 2: Staff checked on Good Luck roads, notified the
the well-being of a Keep Safe Virginia Department of Transprogram participant after pre- portation of a tree overhanging
arranged telephone contact Irvington Road near Pittmans
could not be made (no emer- Corner, notified Middlesex
gency services needed) and authorities of a disabled motorresponded to a verbal dispute ist at Greys Point and notified
in the 9500 block of Court- Game and Inland Fisheries of a
wild animal complaint on Ottohouse Road.
June 3: Staff investigated a man Ferry Road.
suspicious vehicle complaint
June 6: Staff responded with
in the area of Flowering Fields Emergency Medical Services
and checked on the well-being (EMS) to a medical emergency
of a Wiggins Avenue resident in the 11800 block of Mary
at the request of a concerned Ball Road, to the area of the
out-of-state family member eastern branch of the Corroto(emergency medical services man River to assist Virginia
were needed). Staff responded Marine Resources Commiswith Virginia State Police sion on a complaint of shots
(VSP) to a two-vehicle acci- being fired at/from a boat, with
dent at Mary Ball and Regina the White Stone Police Departroads, to a domestic distur- ment (WSPD) to assist KPD
bance (father/son) in the 3600 on a fight call on School Street,
block of Irvington Road, to a and to the area of Windmill
domestic disturbance/domestic Point Road and Oyster Point
destruction of property com- Drive to assist WSPD in a vehiplaint on Chesapeake Drive cle pursuit (subject involved in
and to a trespass complaint on wreck at Oyster Point Drive).
June 7: Staff responded to
First Street.
June 4: Staff responded to a noise violation complaint in
a structure fire on Harpers the 200 block of Devils Bottom
Creek Drive, to an obscene/ Road, to an E911 disconnect
annoying telephone call com- call in the 6200 block of Courtplaint on Chesapeake Drive house Road (false address),
and to Crystal Lane to locate a to a destruction of property
person wanted on a Northum- complaint on Peake Drive, to
berland warrant. Staff received a possible burglary in proga walk-in complaint of a child ress in the 3100 block of White
on Merry Point Road being Chapel Road and with KPD to
approached by a known sex a possible burglary at Lancaster
offender and received a report Middle School.
of vandalism to a mailbox on
June 8: Staff responded to a
Mosquito Point Road.
trespass complaint on Crystal
Lane.
Staff also conducted 14 traffic stops, issued three summonses, assisted four motorists,
reported a deer strike, investigated five building alarms, processed a mental health order
and transported five prisoners.

Fire Calls

Bridge project continues
Temporary single-lane closures remain in effect on the Robert
O. Norris Jr. Bridge as crews set up and remove work platforms
and containment apparatus for an ongoing painting project.
From 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays, motorists
are restricted to one lane. Flaggers direct motorists through
the work zone. Photo by Lloyd H. Goldman

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a fire alarm on South Main
Street, with the Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department (ULVFD) to a lightning
strike in the 10200 block of
River Road, and with the
White Stone Volunteer Fire
Department (WSVFD) to a
smoke report/lightning strike
at Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury.
The WSVFD responded to
a carbon monoxide alarm on
Deep Water Drive, a structure
fire on Harpers Creek Drive
and a traffic accident at Wind-

mill Point Road and Oyster
Point Drive.
ULVFD responded to a traffic accident at Mary Ball and
Regina roads and a smoke
report (controlled burn).
Northumberland County
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins
brought charges against six
individuals last week.

Felonies

Jamie Lamar Tate, 20, of
Colonial Beach was charged
with perjury on a grand jury
indictment June 6.
Jeter Ray Barrett, 53, of
Callao was charged June 7 with
felony child neglect as well as
appearing intoxicated in public,
obstruction of justice and brandishing a firearm.

Misdemeanors

A Burgess man, 26, was
charged June 2 with failure to
appear in the General District
Court.
A Center Cross woman, 21,
was charged June 4 with failure to appear in the General
District Court.
A Heathsville man, 38, was
charged June 7 with appearing intoxicated in public and
obstruction of justice.
A Heathsville woman, 18,
was charged June 7 with failure to appear in the General
District Court.

Sea Rescue Report

During May, Smith Point Sea
Rescue responded to 12 calls
from boaters in distress.
Rescue I and II on Cockrell Creek in Reedville raised a
deadrise that sank at its dock,
towed four boats to their docks
as a result of engine failure, and
pumped out and secured a sailboat that swamped on a beach.
Rescue III on the Coan River
at the request of the Northumberland Sheriff’s office started a
search for an overdue boat which
was located during the search,
aided two boats with engine problems, two that had run aground
and one with a fouled prop.
Smith Point Sea Rescue is a
volunteer rescue unit serving
boaters from Ragged Point to
the mouth of the Potomac River,
south to the Rappahannock River
and across to the eastern shore.
Smith Point Sea Rescue can be
reached 24/7 on channel 16 or by
calling 911.

AUCTION TONIGHT!
JUNE 11, 2009 5 p.m.

124 Rappahannock Ave. • Downtown Urbanna
Preview Starts at 3 p.m.
Old School Bell
Halloween Postcard
Vintage Jewelry
Heavy Silver Tea Set
20 Barbie Dolls MIB
Weller Pottery
Figurines
Sterling Overlay Glass
Nice Dresser w/Mirror
Old Saddle
Many Box Lots
Butterfly Box
1924 William & Mary Yearbook
Jane Casini Jewelry
Linens
Minnow Bucket
Tom’s Jar
Cookbooks

Spindle Bed
Many Small Appliances
Old Saw Blade
Household Items
Old sewing items
Lee Wallet
Old Paper Receipts
Old Watches
Decoys
Pie Rack
Baseball Cards
Fostoria Chintz
2 Lane Cedar Chests
Stereo
Vintage Christmas
Washer & Dryer
& PLENTY MORE!

Bring a chair and a friend!
Food available
Next Auction: June 18, 2009 at our gallery
Onsite Tool Auction New Kent Co. June 13,2009
MATTHEW ELLIOTT VAAL#3760 • TERRY SMITH VAAL#3762

758-0909 • 296-5752
For Pictures go to Auctionzip.com (Auctioneer #18047)
We accept cash, check, MC & Visa. 3% buyer’s premium waived if
paying with cash or check. Announcements made the day of the
sale take precedence over all others stated or printed.

