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March for Babies
campaign kicks
off Saturday
in Kilmarnock

Supervisor
questions
fund balance
in $26.3 million
budget proposal

T

by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—The
county’s
nearly $2 million fund balance
expected at the close of the current
fiscal year June 30 has fueled one
member’s desire to reduce the tax
rate on real estate.
During a public hearing last week
on Lancaster’s proposed $26.3 million budget for fiscal year 2009-10,
supervisor Butch Jenkins asked
supervisors to consider lowering the
tax rate for home owners suffering in
the bad economy.
“Last year the tax rate was increased
based on the economy,” he said. The
increase “netted us a large fund balance….What I’m trying to say is if it
was excessive last year it’s even more
so this year. I’d rather the people have
more money in their pockets.”
Assistant county administrator
Jack Larson said the rate increase was
based on a number of factors, not just
the economy. Other board members
cited the current economic instability
as the reason they remained firm on
the tax rate.
Supervisor Pete Geilich argued that
since the fund balance is projected to
decrease by $142,000 by June 30,
2010, it would not be wise to lower
taxes while the economy is going
through “questionable times.”
Jenkins countered that Lancaster
citizens are going through those same
questionable times.
“We need to supply a certain
amount of service,” said chairman
Dr. Jack Russell.
“Personal property tax [revenue]
is uncertain for this coming year as
well,” cautioned supervisor Wally
Beauchamp.
“Can we force reassessments if
property values go down?” Jenkins
asked. “If not, then we need to give
people a break on the rate.”
Last year, property reassessments
that resulted in increased values were
coupled with a 6-cent increase in the
tax rate. The rate is now 42 cents for
every $100 of assessed value. At the
time, supervisors said the increase
was necessary to cover the loss of
$800,000 in state funding to district
schools. They also projected an additional tax increase for FY2010 to
fund construction of the new judicial
center, which is expected to begin
this summer.
However, during work sessions
BUDGET, continued on page A2

Where is . . . ?
Welcome to the debut of the Rappahannock Record’s new arrangement.
Here and inside you will find a few
subtle changes, and you’ll find some
major changes. We hope each portion of this redesign will make the
paper easier to read and navigate.
The most obvious change will be
a shift to four sections.
• Section A contains the main
news, including items previously
found on our “second front,” and
opinion columns and letters.
• Section B contains our new
Local Life features, the upcoming
events calendar, church news, obituaries and more.
• Section C is the sports section
and most often will include school
news as well.
• Section D is the classified and
real estate Marketplace section.
Public notices and the business
directory remain in this section and
local business news will appear
there often.
The index on page 1 will guide
you to most features. At the bottom
of the B and C section fronts you’ll
find additional information about
what is in each of those sections.
More subtle changes include some
new headline fonts and layout techniques designed to reduce clutter
and make the paper easier to read.
Led by reporter/photographer and
page designer Reid Pierce Armstrong,
the staff has studied prototypes for
several months and will continue to
refine the design in future weeks.
In the meantime, look it over and
let us know what you think.
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Students visit new school complex

Doors opened to students for the first time last week at Northumberland’s new school. On Friday
students from the middle and high schools attended a Reality Store program and on Monday
students from both schools were bused over to hear former NFL coach Dick Vermeil speak.The
official moving day is set for Monday, June 8. Photo by Lisa Hnton-Valdrighi

he Northern Neck March of
Dimes March for Babies fundraising goal this year is $29,000.
That might seem like a huge
amount, but the 2008 campaign based
on team fund-raising efforts and
sponsorships raised $28,321, passing the $25,000 goal, said campaign
coordinator Susan DuVal Long.
The campaign kickoff will be a
dance from 7 to 11 p.m. Saturday,
June 6, at the Kilmarnock firehouse,
featuring DJ Steve Gordon. Admission is $5 per adult at the door. There
is no charge for children accompanied by parents. Beverages and hot
dogs will be sold.
Teams in need of fund-raising supplies may pick them up that evening,
said Long.
“Our ambassador family, Ben and
Laura Thomas, will also be joining us
at this event so please come out and
meet McKenzie Grace Thomas,” said
Long. “McKenzie is truly a blessing
to her parents and to all of her family.
She was born 16 weeks premature,
barely tipping the scales at 1 pound
6.7 ounces on October 26, 2007.”
Proceeds from the March for
Babies campaign will help the March
of Dimes improve the health of
babies by preventing birth defects,
premature birth and infant mortality.
“Thanks in advance for helping to
make this another successful year for
the March of Dimes in the Northern
Neck,” said Long.

Famous NFL coach delivers practical, life
advice speech for Northumberland students
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi
CLARAVILLE—In true coach fashion, National Football League (NFL)
legend Dick Vermeil paced the length of
Northumberland’s new auditorium stage
Monday, delivering a locker room style
inspirational speech on life.
Vermeil has delivered quite a few pregame speeches in his day in locker rooms
and on sidelines across the country as a
former NFL coach who led the Kansas
City Chiefs, the Philadelphia Eagles and
the St. Louis Rams. He’s won the Super
Bowl and been named the coach of the
year at four different levels, from high
school to the pros, so he’s been around
and knows a thing or two about success.
He shared that knowledge with an
auditorium-full of middle and high
school students who’d been bused to the
county’s new school complex for its first
major event.
Vermeil, a friend of school board
member Myrtle Phillips and her husband, Don, told students he grew up in
a small town, similar to Northumberland
County. His parents didn’t graduate from
high school and his father expected him
to grow up and work in the family’s auto
garage, an expectation he bucked.
“The opportunities are out there for all
of us to do what we choose to do,” said
Vermeil, who delivered an off-the-cuff,

no notes 40-minute speech. It wasn’t
a rah-rah, go-get-em, everbody in the
room is going to be a professional athlete
making seven-figures kind of speech.
On the contrary, “a few of you will be
smartasses and won’t listen,” he said, getting a unified chuckle from the gallery.
“That’s why God gave us two ears and
one mouth, to listen.”
He dished out some practical life
advice worth listening to.
“Success to me is a progressive realization to a worthwhile goal,” he repeated
time and again.
And what determines success is motivation, he said.
Vermeil talked about his former coach
at San Jose State and many of his former
players, some of whom had great potential but are now in jail.
“Your future belongs to you. Treat it
with great respect,” he advised.
He laid down a few guidelines that
every teenager and adult should follow.
Be sincere; be real and have integrity.
Care about yourself and surround yourself with people that care. Have a positive attitude. Have a clear vision of what
or who you want to be. Seek people that
set good examples. Seek good places to
be, which means don’t find yourself surrounded by trouble.
“Nothing really good happens after Former NFL coach Dick Vermeil signs autographs for Northumberland
midnight,” advised Vermeil.
middle and high school students following a speech.

$34.8 million spending plan
set for public hearing tonight;
taxes would remain the same

INSIDE

Breaking records
Lancaster High School junior Andrea White cleared 5’8” in the high
jump to set a new state record at last weekend’s Group A track meet.
She also set a new personal record in the triple jump and added a
first-place leap in the long jump for a trio of state championships.
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland County officials will hold a public
hearing at 7 p.m. tonight (June 4) in the
courts building to consider a proposed
$34,846,027 budget for next year.
The proposed budget does not
increase the county’s current tax rates.
The real estate rate will remain at 40
cents per $100 of assessed value.
The overall budget reflects an
estimated decrease in spending of
$297,842 and includes no salary
increases for county employees. It
does, however, include $600 annual
increases for full-time school employees and $300 annual increases for
part-time school employees to cover
increases in health insurance premium
contributions.
The school budget request from the
county is $30,775 lower than last year.
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The budget is based on a beginning
and ending general fund balance of
$5.6 million.
It proposes spending $1,356,177 in
general administration; $729,901 in
judicial administration; $3,244,720
in public safety; $1,217,839 in public
works; $3,060,986 for health and
welfare; $16,463,481 in education;
$160,000 for parks, recreation and
culture; $443,955 for community
development; and $2,568,027 in nondepartmental expenditures.
Nearly one-third of the county’s
revenue next year is expected to come
from real estate taxes. The total projected revenue from local sources
is $14,475,500. State and federal
sources are expected to contribute
$11,551,265 for a total revenue of
$34,846,027.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:

The Westmoreland Players are celebrating their
30th anniversary. See a photo slideshow and read
more about the players and their current production of “I Remember Mama” at RRecord.com.

A2

InsideNews

June 4, 2009
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Lancaster EMS earns regional recognition
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Lancaster’s Emergency Medical Services personnel recently were
honored by the Peninsula
Emergency Medical Services
Council (PEMS).
PEMS, which includes 49
agencies from the City of
Hampton to Westmoreland
County, presented its 2009
Award for Excellence to
Lancaster’s EMS team and
an individual award to Scott
Hudson, chief of emergency
services.
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The award recognizes the
achievements of six full-time
and ten part-time responders
in providing follow-up monitoring of senior citizens who
had been transported by the
rescue squad to the hospital. The Senior Preparedness
Program was designed by
Hudson and Everett Walker
based on a similar program
in Pennsylvania.
More than 560 seniors have
benefited from the weekly home
visits since 2006. In one case,
the visit led to the discovery of
a man who had died days ear-

lier and the rescue of his invalid
wife who was near death.
“It has proven to be a valuable program in the community,” Hudson said.
PEMS
also
honored
Hudson individually, citing
multiple
accomplishments
that included participation on
an ad hoc committee of the
Governor’s Advisory Board
to review emergency practices. During two years of
complex planning, Hudson
kept members united and
focused on the goal of providing the best possible care

Budget

Supervisors pursue alternative
solution for Greentown sewer

continued from page A2
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for the FY 2010 budget this
spring, supervisors were able
to shave enough from the proposed budget to absorb funding for the judicial center as
well as projected losses in
county revenue and prevent
any tax increases.
“I attended all your work
sessions,” said Charlie Costello of Merry Point. “I found
your deliberations to be
enlightening. You gave some
and you took some away. It’s
a good budget. I disagree
with Butch Jenkins on the tax
rate business. If you drop it a
penny I’ll save $10. I would
ask you to keep the fund balance where it is until things
even out. Plus, even with a
new judicial center, you will
need to make improvements to
this building.”
Richard Pleasants asked
about comparisons to other
county budgets.
Larson said the budget compares favorably to four counties of similar size populations
and that the general government category for Lancaster
is the lowest of the four counties.
Supervisors will vote on the
budget at their June 25 meeting.
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LANCASTER—County
officials frustrated over a fouryear stalemate with New Tides
LLC to give Greentown residents sewer service may have an
alternative solution. The county
is looking into the feasibility of
installing a septic system independent of the Tides that could
handle the 43 homes in the
neighborhood.
According to county administrator Bill Pennell, supervisors are considering condemning some 10 acres halfway
down Greentown Road for a
community septic system and
drain field. While some of the
property is wetlands, about four
acres are considered suitable
for the system.
The property was abandoned
in the 1920s or 30s when the
owner passed away leaving no
will or known relatives, Pennell
said. The owner was Joseph
Green, but Pennell could not
confirm that Greentown was
named after him.
On Monday, the board of
supervisors issued a request for
proposals for constructing and
operating a new sewer collection, treatment and onsite dispersal system at 261 Greentown
Road under a Virginia Community Development Block Grant.
A public hearing to condemn
the property for public purpose
is expected at the June 25 board
meeting.

At issue is whether the cost
of the system will be within
the grant money authorized for
rehabilitation of the neighborhood.
“Our preliminary estimates
indicate we can build a system
for the money in the grant,”
Pennell said.
Of the 43 homes in the project, construction on 10 homes
was completed last summer
because the properties still had
working septic systems. Of the
remaining 33 homes, 20 were
termed critical with families
living without running water or
bathroom facilities while they
wait for access to a community
sewer system.
“Once a sewer system is
obtained, we’ll have to reassess
the 33 homes. Because of the
long wait, more may be added
to the critical list and some
that we were planning to repair
may have to be torn down and
replaced,” said Marilyn Hollingsworth, director of Lancaster’s Department of Housing.
Hollingsworth said the stalemate with the Tides has put the
county in jeopardy of losing the
rehabilitation grant money.
“This has been going on
forever. The grant money was
committed a long time ago and
it is just sitting there,” she said.
“The state can’t afford to let the
money just sit.”
For the past four years, the
stumbling block has been
access to the wastewater treat-
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NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources Commission voted unanimously last week to continue its multi-year
blue crab rebuilding program, enacting a November 21 fall harvest closure for female crabs and a continued ban on the winter
dredging of crabs.
Because a scientific population survey concluded that last
year’s crab harvest restrictions are showing signs of success, the
commission agreed to waive a scheduled 15 percent reduction in
the number of crab pots allowed per license class.
The panel also voted to reinstate the five-pot recreational crab
license that was suspended last year, but only permit its use from
June 1 to September 15.
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Lancaster Emergency Medical Services members display
regional honors for excellence in serving the community. From
left are (front row) chief of emergency services Scott Hudson,
Pam Walker, Judy Cook and Charles Bowles; (next row) Tracy
Edwards and Kevin Mounts. Everett Walker was also honored.

ment plant at Tides Lodge,
according to board chairman
Dr. Jack Russell.
County records indicate the
Tides made proffers over four
years ago to supply sewer service to its Greentown neighbors. The Tides was notified 18
months ago by the county that
it was in violation of meeting
the proffer.
Last year, attorneys for Tides
said the offer of access to its
wastewater plant was dependent on building a new treatment plant for new development at the Lodge and Golden
Eagle. However, when the
housing market collapsed, the
resort postponed that construction.
Contacted on Tuesday, Tides’
representative Jim Bidwell of
JBI Inc. of Ohio declined comment about the current situation.
“We will continue to pursue
both opportunities,” Pennell
said. “Once the county has an
approved contract, which could
be determined at the board of
supervisors meeting in late July,
construction on the remaining
houses can begin simultaneously with construction of the
wastewater system. I’m encouraged that this new opportunity
may put it to rest and we can
just get going,” he added.
“We have now learned our
lesson,” said Russell. “If we
have a proffer, we need a timeline.”

Water quality
VMRC continues
meetings slated
measures to rebuild
blue crab population
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by Audrey Thomasson

for patients, according to
award documents.
The department’s hard
work and dedication were
acknowledged during the
May board of supervisors
meeting.
“Your work is greatly
appreciated,” chairman Dr.
Jack Russell told EMS members.
“Scott has done a wonderful job and assembled a
great group of responders,”
said supervisor Wally Beauchamp.
In November, Lancaster’s

At The Playhouse in White Stone
Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776 or
Visit lancasterplayers.org

HEATHSVILLE—The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will
host the first public meeting
for Cod, Presley, Bridgeman,
Rogers, Hull, Cubitt and Hack
Creeks and Fountain Cove
Shellfish TMDL from 2 to 4
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. June 24
at the Northumberland Public
Library in Heathsville.
There will be opportunity
for public comment at both
meetings. The library asks
that attendees park at the side
or in back of the building.
Virginia agencies are working to identify sources of the
bacterial contamination in
the shellfish growing waters
of the above tidal creeks and
their tributaries. These condemnations include a total
area of approximately 1.18
square miles in Northumberland County.
These streams are impaired
for failure to meet the designated use of shellfish consumption because of bacterial water quality standard
violations. Cubitt Creek also
has a recreational impairment
(swimming) of about 0.227
square miles.
The recreational water quality standard is less stringent
than that of the shellfish standard, therefore it is expected
that cleanup efforts aimed at
restoring the shellfish use will
also result in attainment of
the recreational use.
The DEQ will accept comments by e-mail, fax, or mail.
Written comments should
include the name, address
and telephone number of the
person commenting and be
received by the DEQ by July
23.
The DEQ contact for this
project is TMDL coordinator
Margaret Smigo at 527-5124;
mjsmigo@deq.virginia.gov;
or VDEQ, Piedmont Regional
Office, 4949A Cox Road,
Glen Allen, VA, 23060

The Agenda
Local Government News
WHITE STONE—The town
council will consider a proposed $147,788 fiscal year 2010
budget and related appropriations when tonight (June 4. The
meeting begins at 7 p.m. in the
town office at 433 Rappahannock Drive.
Council will be addressed by
Catherine Crabill, the Republican candidate for the Virginia
House of Delegates in District
99.
Council also will hear committee reports and receive an
update on the construction of
a police garage on town property.
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will meet
at 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 8, in
the media center at Lancaster
Middle School in Kilmarnock.
A reception for retirees will precede the meeting at 6 p.m.
Among agenda items, a representative of the Lancaster Education Foundation is expected
to award special grants, followed by the second reading
and approval of changes to the
school board policy manual.
Superintendent Susan Sciabbarrasi will report on preparations for the high school graduation program and a picnic for
teachers, employees and board
members.
IRVINGTON—The
town
council will hold two hearings
June 11 at 7:30 p.m. in the town
office at 235 Steamboat Road.
There will be a public hearing on the proposed 2009-2010
budget. The $158,080 budget
includes
expenditures
of
$37,350 for wages and employer
taxes, $76,350 for general fund
expenses, $6,380 for capital
improvements and $38,000 for
in and out expenditures.
Projected revenues for the
year include $60,000 in lodging
taxes, $30,000 in state sales tax
revenues, $9,800 in bank franchise taxes and $9,500 from the
sale of town auto tags.
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland board of
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m.
Thursday, June 11, in the General District courtroom at 39
Judicial Place in Heathsville.
The board has four scheduled
public hearings at 7 p.m.:
• Robert W. Jacey has applied
for a permit to operate a winery
in an existing building on Train
Lane near Wicomico Church.
• John Sterrett is seeking a
permit to place a single-wide
mobile home at 5024 Jessie
Dupont Memorial Highway in
Wicomico Church.
• Wayne and Gloria Bryant
are requesting a permit to place
a private storage building on an
undeveloped piece of land on
Coan Stage Road.
The board also will consider
a recommendation from the
Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries to establish a No Wake
zone on Warehouse Creek off
the Great Wicomico River near
Burgess.

JUKE BOXES & PIN
BALL MACHINES
CIVIL WAR - AFRICAN
AMERICAN -PRINTS
DOCUMENTS - MAPS
BOOKS
ANTIQUES - FURNITURE
COLLECTIBLES - GIFTS

DEALERS & CONSIGNORS
WANTED

FINE THINGS
AT THE LIGHT IN CALLAO
OPEN 7 DAYS 10:30 - 6

804 -529-5478

Kilmarnock • Virginia 								

Extension organization
honors Pim Montgomery

Kilmarnock
trolley has
a new name

KILMARNOCK—The “name
the trolley” contest has a winner
and hopefully one who will step
forward and be identified, according to community development
strategist Susan T. Cockrell.
Triangle Trolley was selected
as the winning entry by town
council member Rebecca Tebbs
Nunn and Bay Transit senior
vice president and transit director
Melissa Phillips.
The name was submitted anonymously, said Cockrell.
“This is a family-friendly way
to experience what Lancaster
County has to offer. Bay Transit
is happy to be the transportation
partner,” said Phillips.
The new name will be on the
front of the trolley in an illuminated sign. All of the contest
entrants will receive a free pass
for all of 2009.
“The trolley showcases all three
communities — Kilmarnock,
Irvington and White Stone,” said
Nunn. “We love the new name
and hope the winner will contact
us at the town office.”
The trolly operates from 4 to
10 p.m. Fridays and from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Saturdays through
the first Saturday in October. On
holiday weekend Sundays it operates from 1 to 6 p.m. The fee is
25 cents.
The trolley route starts on the
hour at Holiday Inn Express in
Kilmarnock. The trolly stops at
:05 at Lancaster Middle School,
:15 at Christ Church (between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m.), :22 at Tides Inn,
:25 at Irvington Baptist Church
(first Saturdays) and :30 at White
Stone Town Hall.
At :40 the trolley returns to
Kilmarnock and stops at Bank of
Lancaster’s main branch, :42 at
Savannah Joe’s, :44 at Foxy, :46
at W.T. Booth & Son, :47 at Kilmarnock Farmers’ Market (fourth
Saturdays), :50 at Lancaster
Square Shopping Center, :52
Chesapeake Commons Shopping
Center, and :56 at Walmart.
Triangle Trolley operates by
partnership between the Town of
Kilmarnock and Bay Transit with
cooperation from the Town of
Irvington and the Town of White
Stone.
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Carroll Lee Ashburn displays
a new DVD on Kilmarnock.

Kilmarnock
Museum
releases DVD
KILMARNOCK—A
new
DVD by Media Mix, “Kilmarnock, Virginia, Living History,” is
now available.
Thirty minutes long, the video
depicts the history of the town
from its beginning to today, said
Kilmarnock Museum president
Carroll Lee Ashburn. The DVD
features archival photos, interviews with residents and old
movies. The DVD covers Kilmarnock’s three devastating fires, its
churches, black history, the Holly
Ball, the menhaden industry,
baseball/softball, its schools, its
ties with Kilmarnock, Scotland,
and its business community.
The DVD sells for $10. It
would make a welcomed addition to anyone’s video library and
would be an excellent Father’s
Day gift, added Ashburn.
The DVD is available at all the
town banks, Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery, W.F. Booth and Son,
Lester’s Barber Shop, The Doll
House, Kilmarnock Inn and the
Kilmarnock Museum.

CHARLOTESVILLE—The
Alpha Gamma chapter of Epsilon Sigma Phi, the Extension
honorary organization, recently
awarded 2009 State Friend of
Extension awards to Luma Kass
of Alexandria, Pim Montgomery of Heathsville and Dorothy
“Dottie” Nelson of Bland for
their support of Virginia Cooperative Extension programs at the
local and state levels.
The awards were presented
May 12 as part of the Virginia
Extension Service Association
annual meeting in Charlottesville.
Montgomery began her
involvement with Extension as a
member of the Northumberland
Homemakers Club in 1983, twice
serving as the group’s president.
She has served on the Jamestown
4-H Educational Center’s board
since 1987 and has been an
active member of the Lancaster
and Northumberland ELC since
1988, chairing it five times.
“She believes passionately
in and champions - in equal

n Moving day

n Endorsement

Donna Thompson, chair of the
Lancaster County Democratic
Committee, recently announced
her support of Brian Moran for
Governor. Moran has received
more endorsements from local
elected leaders and party officials
all across the Commonwealth
than any other candidate.
He has been endorsed by the
Majority of the Democrats on
the executive committee of the
Virginia Democratic Party and
the First Congressional District
Democratic Chair Suzette Matthews.

duPont fund supports summer jobs network
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.—
Trustees of the Jessie Ball
duPont Fund recently awarded
$88,021 to Lancaster Community Library in Kilmarnock
recently to work with a group
of community organizations to
develop a summer jobs network
for youth in Lancaster and Northumberland counties.

The grant was among 16
awards, valued at $1.9 million,
made by the trustees at their
May meeting.
The library is partnering with
Rappahannock Community College, the Northern Neck Boys
and Girls Club, the governments
of Lancaster and Northumberland counties, and VISIONS, a
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Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
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measure - the goals of Virginia
Cooperative Extension,” said
Annette Jewell, unit coordinator
www.mikecallisinsurance.com
and family and consumer sciences Extension agent in LanOur service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna, and the area east of State
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support over the past 20 years to
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Extension.”
Montgomery has been active
in the development of the
Jamestown 4-H Educational
Big Enough To
Center through her work and
her financial support. In 2000,
Serve You,
she donated to the center in part
for the construction of an attracSmall Enough To Care
tive and safe pier used to teach
youth about marine science, and
FREE Design Work
she has continued to contribute
on Additions
annually.
804-693-2481
Montgomery, an honorary 4-H
All Star, also has helped to educate local community leaders and
We Offer Full Design & Blueprints
elected officials about the importance of Extension programs.
Custom Homes ~ Church Renovations
In the past decade, she has been
recognized twice as an OutstandRoom Additions ~ Sunrooms ~ Kitchens
ing Volunteer and Advocate for
Lancaster and Northumberland
Commercial & Residential
counties.

NEWS BREAK

The Northumberland School
Board plans to move into the
new combined school complex at
Clarville on Monday, June 8.
Beginning at 8 a.m., the public
is invited to help teachers and
administrators move from the old
middle and high schools to the
new combined school complex.
Pickup trucks, vans and trailers
are needed. Everyone participating in the move will be covered
under the school’s insurance plan
for that day. Meet in the parking
lot of either old school to lend a
hand.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

local asset-development initiative, to help youth ages 13 to 18
find summer employment.
The program will provide
pre-employment screening and
training, match youth with available jobs, and provide ongoing
supports to encourage youth to
continue skill-building beyond
the summer employment.

www.lupearce.com
Class A Contractor • Free Estimates

Holly Jolly
Holiday Cruises 2009-2010

Four Holiday Cruises to celebrate the
season with all the decorations, food,
music, & traditions.
Make this holiday one to cherish–

memories are forever!
Prinsendam
Westerdam
Zuiderdam
Maasdam

Dec. 21-Jan. 4
Dec. 20-27
Dec. 23-Jan. 2
Dec. 28-Jan. 8

Stop by or give us a call for additional information
on these fun holiday cruises.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”
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CommunityForum

Fiction
or Fact

Focal Point

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

from Bob’s Almanac

Coats of many colors

I didn’t see a single Harley Davidson
leather biker jacket or “Live Free or Die”
patch when I was at the Memorial Day
service at Christ Church. It was a lovely,
solemn, yet somewhat staid affair that paid
tribute to those who had given their last full
measure to their country.
Completed in 1735, Christ Church
stands as the best preserved and most
finely crafted of colonial Virginia’s Anglican parish churches. Mostly, those who
dressed for the service were in dark suits,
or in seersucker. The event was solemn and
people spoke mostly in whispers.
By contrast, I didn’t see a single seersucker suit the following Sunday for the
“Some Gave All” motorcycle rally for Sgt.
Nicholas C. Mason of King George and
Sgt. Joshua James Frazier of Spotsylvania.
Instead, there were over 200 motorcycles (it

by Robert Mason Jr.
What a day.
Have you noticed there’s a
day, a week, a month for everything.
If Hallmark didn’t create it,
somebody else did.
And governments of every
size, churches of every denomination and organizations of
every shape are declaring this
or marking that on the calendar.
From this day forward, June
4 will forever be known as the
day the Rappahannock Record
unveiled its new design. For
better or worse, a new day has
dawned.
By the power and authority invested in me as editor, I
declare June 4 a holiday, A New
Look for the Community Newspaper Day.
It will be celebrated with the
reading of community newspapers publicly, balloons, cake,
ice cream, the flying of kites,
fireworks, backyard cook-outs,
picnics, parades, bluegrass concerts, billiards, fishing and other
community gatherings.
Employers, especially community newspapers, should
consider closing the shop and
giving everyone the day off.
Schools, banks, post offices,
and government agencies should
be closed to commemorate the
holiday.
Greeting cards are forthcoming.
Meanwhile, don’t confuse the
holiday with International Day
of Innocent Children Victims
of Aggression Day, which also
falls on June 4.
In fact, June is full of “days.”
You probably missed
National Go Barefoot Day June
1 and Leave the Office Early
Day June 2.
Patriots will be observing
D-Day June 6 and Flag Day
June 14.
National Doughnut Day will
be celebrated the first Friday and
Saturday in the month.
June 6 is also Do-Dah day,
not to be confused with Upsy
Daisy Day June 8.
Ball Point Pen Day is June 10.
June 14 is Race Unity Day,
followed by Native American
Citizens Day June 15.
Stewarts Root Beer Day is
June 17.
Recess at Work Day is June
18.
Go Skateboarding Day and
Vinegar Day are June 20.
Father’s Day is June 21, which
is also the first day of summer.
Stupid Guy Thing Day is June
22, followed by Let It Go Day
June 23.
One of my favorites, National
Columnists Day, is also
observed June 23.
Practice up for Hand Shake
Day June 25.
International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking is June 26.
By coincidence, Ugly Dog
Day and Take Your Dog To
Work Day are both on June 26.
Please Take My Children To
Work Day is June 29.
I’ve only hit the highlights
here. For a more complete list
of official days throughout the
year, visit my unofficial source,
brownielocks.com.
It’s all in a day’s work.
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could have been 300 or 400, all I know is
there was a massive number) paying tribute
not only to those two young men, but to
all who had given their last full measure to
their country.
At the motorcycle rally, things were
newer and a bit more raucous than at
Christ Church. The high school has been
finished less than a year. There was a loud
band. There were some loud motorcycle
demonstrations and stunt riders.
At both places there were speeches. At
both places there were American flags. At
both places there were disabled veterans.
Most important, at both places everybody
was proud of their country and everyone
was there to honor those who had died in
service to their country.
In this country, we might wear coats of
different colors, but underneath we believe
the same.

YOUR LETTERS
Keep dealership
operating

A blue heron enjoys a sunny spring morning on Indiantown
Road in Weems.

Photo by Alex Haseltine
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in
the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal
Point.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the June 4, 1909, issue of Virginia citizen)

Steamboat Suit Decided

The long drawn-out suit of the Peoples’ Steamboat Company vs.
The Weems Line has finally been decided by the Supreme Court of
the United States in favor of the latter. This suit was instituted some
five years ago to determine the right of the Weems line to the exclusive use of 13 wharves on the Rappahannock owned by them.
The United States Circuit Court of Appeals held that a wharf is not
private property in the sense that the public may be excluded from it
and refused to grant the injunction. The Supreme Court has reversed
that ruling and decided for the Weems Company.
Meantime the Peoples’ Line has long gone out of business on the
river, and the Weems line been sold to another company so that the
decision of the court will be negative until another line is in opposition on the river.

Baseball

Irvington and Urbanna teams will cross bats on the former’s diamond Friday (June 4) afternoon.
Lancaster and Lively baseball teams crossed bats Friday which
resulted in a victory for the former. Lancaster also won the game
recently played with Wicomico.
An interesting and close game was played by Irvington and Fleeton
on the former’s diamond Monday afternoon. Ten innings were necessary, the score being 5 to 6 in favor of Fleeton.

White Stone

Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Hatcher, of Washington, are visiting at “Ansville,” the home of the lady’s father, R.N. Hall.
Mrs. Chas. Payne is out after a spell of illness.
Rev. Geo. Y. Bradley, formerly pastor here but now of Tappahannock, was welcomed by his boat of friends Sunday and over a hundred dollars was raised at the morning service for Foreign Missions.
Capt. and Mrs. J.P. Bellows and daughters, Misses Fannie and Nina,
of Poplar Neck, returned Wednesday from Blackstone finals.

Irvington

Misses Genevieve and Grace Pinckard, Ruby V. Smith, Lillian
Cralle and Maud Leland leave today for the Memphis Confederate
reunion.
Dr. Geo. H. Oliver leaves Monday, 7th, for Sharps on professional
business, to remain until Thursday evening.
Preston and George Anderton Jr. went to Saluda Wednesday to
attend the nuptials of their sister, Miss Mabel, to Dr. Grayson Vaden.
Misses Lou and Villa Whealton and Willie Whealton were here
Wednesday en route home from Blackstone and Cape Charles.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library).

I am asking community
members to contact Chrysler
to urge that Kilmarnock’s
Davis Dodge Chrysler Jeep be
allowed to continue operating
its local franchise.
I have recently realized
that if this dealership closes,
there will be no new automobile dealership in Lancaster,
Northumberland, Richmond,
or Middlesex counties. The
long-standing Davis dealership
should have the opportunity to
remain in operation and serve
our community.
Perhaps Chrysler should
instead close one of their dealerships in a more metropolitan
area where there are multiple
franchises.
Thank you for your consideration.

Susan Dameron,
Lively

Report on
GOP convention
The purposes of the recent
Virginia Republican Convention were to confirm our nominee Robert McDonnell for governor, to elect our candidates
for lieutenant governor and
attorney general, and to elect a
state party chairman.
The chairman of the convention was Kay Coles James. She
opened with a story of how her
mother, with five children in
tow, destitute and discouraged,
arrived in Richmond on her sister’s doorstep at the intersection
of 6th and Leigh streets.
Little did she know at the
time that she would later work
for the administrations of Gov.
George Allen and President
Bush, and be chairing the 2009
Republican convention in the
Richmond Coliseum at 6th and
Leigh streets where her aunt’s
house once stood. This is the
type of American story of hard
work and determination that
makes this the greatest country
on earth.
Patrick Mullins, who had
been chairman of the Fairfax
County Republicans in the past
and is now living in Louisa
County, was elected party chairman. His experience, maturity,
humility and sense of humor
will be a welcome addition.
Bob McDonnell was introduced by his daughter, Jeanine, who had followed in her

father’s footsteps by graduating
from Notre Dame on an ROTC
scholarship, and who recently
served in Iraq.
McDonnell was a hard
charging attorney general who
expected a lot from his staff, but
in turn took a personal interest
in each one. He was endorsed
by a staff member who pointed
out their success in strengthening child abuse laws and providing longer minimum jail
sentences for offenders.
The father of a veteran
killed in Iraq thanked McDonnell for initiating the Wall of
Heroes with the names of those
who had fallen in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Another endorsement came from a lawyer who
pointed out that McDonnell
had encouraged their state
association to support local
food banks, and pressed them
to collect and donate more than
a million pounds of food to
banks around the state.
Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling is the
most positive, encouraging
and knowledgeable leader of
the State Senate that we could
hope to have. He gave up his
chance to be the nominee for
governor to put party above
self-interest. I have seen him in
action leading the Senate and
he runs a well organized and
orderly meeting.
State Sen. Ken Cuccinelli
is our nominee for attorney
general. He is an outstanding
family man, who does not bargain when it comes to protecting the family or when the constitutional rights of our citizens
are at stake. He is a man who
says what he means and means
what he says.
One highlight of the convention was the appearance of
Sean Hannity of Fox News who
is a patriotic promoter of our
troops and promotes college
scholarships for the children
of fallen and injured military
personnel. Hannity received
a rousing welcome from the
10,000 people present. The
night before, we heard a great
speech by Gov. Mitt Romney.
The surprise of the day was a
speech given by Adnar Barqawi,
who came to the podium in
full dress cadet uniform with
the ceremonial sword that had
been worn by Donald Huffman
as a VPI cadet at Virginia Tech.
Barqawi’s enthusiastic words
and his personal story caught
the attention of the crowd.

He came to America from
Kuwait at age 17. He was
accepted as a student at Tech
and on his first day, after seeing
a cadet in uniform, decided that
he wanted to join the Corps of
Cadets. His enthusiasm and
desire to embrace American
principles and the American
dream led him to become a
U.S. citizen in April. He closed
with the remark that he was not
a hyphenated American but an
American and was greeted with
a standing ovation.
This was an enthusiastic and
uplifting convention where
respect for the Constitution,
individual responsibility and
liberty were stressed. It was
a reminder that it is not government that makes America
great, but the people who make
this country great.
Joan Blackstone,
White Stone

Leaf triggers
a vision
With the 20th anniversary
of Tiananmen Square falling
this week, it seems appropriate
to send the attached poem. It
describes an experience I had
last autumn.
A leaf in the road had an
unaccountable effect on me.
Only by writing the poem was
I able to identify the hidden
cause.
VISION
A leaf stood
In the wet road
Before my Buick.
Yes it stood
To catch my eye,
To give me pause.
An oak leaf
Rearing up
From its basal lobe
Supported by
Its side lobes,
Not laid down
Like the rest
But facing me,
Firm and defiant.
Only a leaf.
What was its power
Over me?
The answer
Flashed out.
The leaf became
That Chinese student
In Tiananmen Square,
My Buick
That timeless tank.
Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Excerpts

A

t our house we are getting ready for a
wedding. No, the B.E.s are not yet of
the marrying age. I speak of another
member of the family who has appeared in
this column, and whose picture has graced the
front page of this newspaper, namely, Tom,
our purebred Bourbon red turkey. A year and
a half ago Reid Pierce Armstrong interviewed
him for her Thanksgiving article, in the course
of which he posed for a breathtaking portrait.
Shortly before that event, his wife, a childhood sweetheart whom he had known since
they first hatched together, and arrived at our
place as day-old newbies, literally “hopped
the fence” and could not get back inside
before a nasty weasel had her for his dinner.
Tom grieved and expressed his sorrow a few
months later in adopting the seven kids born
to his barnyard friends, Floppy and Cuddles,
the Nubian goats.
Their own spouse, who had visited for a
couple of weeks the previous fall, had moved
on to greener pastures, thus they needed a
male figure to help raise their offspring. Tom
stepped right in and performed admirably.
He gently, but forcefully, positioned himself
between the kids and any visitor who came to

by Henry Lane Hull
see them. As they grew and became rambunc- share with the Jaceys. One must never downtious, as kids will do, he undertook the ardu- play the more positive aspects of an arranged
ous task of running back and forth, trying to marriage.
keep up with each of them.
In anticipation of her imminent arrival, we
When the males left to go to the auction are adorning the honeymoon cage with fresh
market in Fredericksburg, he required coun- straw, water pans and food dishes. Dr. Jacey
seling, and extra helpings of coarse-cracked probably will not walk her down the barnyard
corn to assuage his sense of loss. He was five aisle, after all it is Tom’s second marriage,
years old and the loss
and we are planning on a
of his spouse and some We found that the planets
simple, quiet welcoming.
of his adopted children
Granted, not all arranged
in such a short space of must be in alignment as the
marriages work. Take, for
time evoked sympathy
instance, that of Henry
Jaceys have a Bourbon red
in all of us.
VIII and his fourth wife,
We began making hen, but no tom, thus we
Anne of Cleves.
inquiries as to taking
That union was a diplomeasures to terminate have begun the process for an matic triumph for Thomas
his widowerhood. On a
Cromwell, who arranged
visit to Dr. Bob Jacey, arranged marriage.
it for diplomatic reasons,
we discussed Tom’s
tying England in with a
plight. We found that the planets must be in state of the Holy Roman Empire. On paper it
alignment as the Jaceys have a Bourbon red appeared to be ideal and Cromwell even had
hen, but no tom, thus we have begun the pro- Hans Holbein, the renowned Renaissance
cess for an arranged marriage. She is coming artist, travel to Cleves to paint her portrait for
to our place for an extended honeymoon, the king’s inspection. Cromwell directed Holwhich we hope will produce some happy bein to be generous in depicting her. Henry
results, the ultimate custody of which we shall was so excited that he went to meet her ship

when it arrived, only to be repulsed by her less
than attractive appearance.
For diplomatic reasons, the marriage had to
occur, but Holbein was banned from England
and Cromwell was beheaded. To her credit,
Anne, despite her looks, was the most intelligent of all of Henry’s wives, and she proposed
a divorce, which freed the king to look afresh
in his perpetual quest for connubial happiness. Ironically, Anne stayed on in England,
dying during the reign of Mary Tudor, and was
buried in Westminster Abbey. Her funeral was
the last time the two half-sisters, Mary Tudor
and the future Elizabeth I met.
We certainly expect the present arranged
marriage to work better. Tom betrays none
of the characteristics of Henry VIII and has
time and again proven his domesticity. This
afternoon we are taking the truck with cage to
Dr. Jacey’s to collect the bride, which is causing me to think of myself as the pilot of the
ship which brought Anne of Cleves across the
English Channel. May the arranged couple be
happy together, and may their union be fruitful for both families, and may such offspring
live through many Thanksgivings for years to
come.
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The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman
Last week I visited all corners of the First District as
Congress wrapped up its district work period. It is always
refreshing to see familiar
faces and hear your thoughts
on the goings on at home and
in Washington.
Among Memorial Day
activities, I joined Williamsburg American Legion Post
39 and 1776 and Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 8046 for
ceremonies at Williamsburg
Memorial Park Cemetery. I
was moved by the veterans
who spoke of their efforts in
serving our country abroad
and the devotion showed by
the color and honor guards in
their rifle salute and presentation of colors. Seven veterans organizations and local
police and fire departments
joined to make the event a
success.
Next, I joined the York
County Historical Committee’s ceremony at the York
County War Memorial. Their
event honored the some
100 York County residents
named on the memorial and
residents who have served in
uniform. I presented awards
to several outstanding stu-

dent winners of the 2009
York County Remembers
poster and essay contest. It
was clear that these students
understood the price of freedom and I was honored to be
a part of this event.
On May 24, I held meetings with my Historical Preservation Advisory Council
which provides a forum to
enhance and encourage historic preservation. The council includes owners of historic homes, representatives
of Stratford Hall and Shirley
Plantations, local historical
societies, representatives of
the National Trust, the Association for the Preservation
of Virginia Antiquities, the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources, representatives of George Washington’s
boyhood home, the Virginia
Department of Conservation
and Recreation, and the Civil
War Trust.
We discussed preservation
tax credit legislation already
in Congress and the work
of the Historic Preservation Caucus, of which I am
a member. The caucus serves
as a working group for members of Congress to come

together across the aisle on
the subject of preservation.
Last, I and Reps. Glenn
Nye, Bobby Scott and J.
Randy Forbes attended a
Hampton Roads Chamber
of Commerce luncheon to
discuss issues confronting
that region of the Commonwealth. The chamber represents nearly 2,500 businesses
in south Hampton Roads and
works to promote the region.
The topics of discussion
covered many issues including our joint support for the
shipbuilding industry, our
joint fight against the move
of an aircraft carrier to Mayport, Fla., the need for health
care reform and the issue of
transportation in this often
gridlocked corner of the
Commonwealth.
While these events were a
few highlights of my week,
more of my time was spent
meeting with constituents
one-on-one, and talking with
groups ranging from the
Chesapeake Bay researchers
at Gloucester Point to York
River Academy social studies students on issues affecting them. I spoke with many
constituents.

U.S. Senate Report
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Hair Design Studio

On registering
weapons

Many people were upset by
the letter I wrote concerning
Obama’s desire to have guns
registered in the U.S. and to
perhaps take away weapons
from those over 60.
Please watch the video at
patdollard.com/2009/05/usgun-owners-to-face-extradition-and-foreign-prosecutionobama-wants-internationalcontrol-of-gun-ownership/ and
see that he has now presented
to the Senate a 12-year-old
treaty signed by Bill Clinton
but never ratified that would
call for registering weapons.
The registry would then be
turned over to an international
registry. This is very serious
and very scarey. Watch and
believe.
Rebecca Nunn,
Kilmarnock
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by Sen. Jim Webb

L

ess than three months
ago, the U.S. Senate
with my support passed
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA), to revive our struggling economy by addressing
several long-standing needs
throughout the country.
I worked with colleagues to
develop a recovery plan that
was truly stimulative, with a
set of specific guidelines and
benchmarks for economic
renewal. As a result, Virginia
has received more than $2 billion to help maintain government services, invest in infrastructure, improve public and
military facilities, and create
or save more than 93,000 jobs
in a range of industries. Central Virginia has received a
healthy percentage of these
funds.
The ARRA also included
tax cuts for families and businesses, provisions to help
unemployed Americans keep
their health care benefits, and
additional assistance for Social
Security beneficiaries.
With more than 20 military
facilities housing thousands of
our nation’s servicemembers
in Virginia, there is a constant
need for improvements and
maintenance ranging from

upgrading hospitals and child
development centers to renovating barracks and military
housing. The ARRA provided
almost $360 million in funding
for infrastructure investments
at these facilities, including
$22.4 million for Fort Lee.
As part of the ARRA, the
National Park Service will
invest more than $8 million
in projects at key landmarks
in Richmond and Central
Virginia, including Richmond National Battlefield and
Prince William Forest Park.
The funds will extend hiking
trails, preserve Civil and Revolutionary War battlefields,
provide long-delayed maintenance to national parks, and
promote energy efficiency at
historic sites. The funding will
promote ecotourism and create
new jobs in this growing field.
The Department of Justice
directed nearly $40 million
in funding to Virginia’s local
sheriffs and police departments and state criminal justice programs.
The Department of Energy
(DOE) released more than
$94 million in weatherization funding to reduce heating and cooling costs for lowincome households. The funds
will create jobs by provid-

ing energy-saving upgrades,
including insulation, repair of
leaky duct systems and unsafe
heating systems, and installation of carbon monoxide and
smoke detectors.
The ARRA directed $5.7
million to fund five new community heath centers in Virginia – including Daily Planet
and Vernon J. Harris East End
Community Health Center in
Richmond - to serve an estimated 24,390 patients and
create 180 jobs. An additional
$900,000 was provided for the
Johnson Health Center and
Blue Ridge Medical Center,
Inc. to continue to provide
affordable healthcare for these
communities.
The ARRA has dedicated
$2.3 million in nutrition assistance funds to provide meals
for older Virginians adversely
impacted by rising food costs,
and $11 million for local Central Virginia Housing Authorities to address improvements
to public housing units.
As we move forward
together in this economic
recovery effort, I am committed to protecting Virginia’s
taxpayers and advocating for
policies that will create jobs
and ensure accountability in
government.

VIRGINIA VIGNETTTES
What Is the National D-Day Memorial?
The National D-Day Memorial is a Congressionally approved national war memorial
in Bedford, honoring the American GIs who
participated in the invasion of France at Normandy on June 6, 1944, during World War II
(1939–1945).
Dedicated on June 6, 2001, by U.S. President George W. Bush and receiving as many
as 100,000 visitors per year, the memorial is
remarkable for its stone arch that rises nearly
forty-five feet in the air. The structure’s six
components correspond, often in directly representational ways, to the planning and execution of Operation Overlord, the largest invasion in history.
Conceived by Roanoke native and D-Day

veteran Bob Slaughter, the memorial is in
Bedford partly for symbolic reasons: the Virginia town lost 19 of its men engaged that day,
all members of Company A, 29th Infantry
Division. (Four more Bedford soldiers died
later in the campaign.)
Although Slaughter had originally envisioned something modest, the project turned
into a $25 million colossus that resulted in the
memorial foundation’s bankruptcy in 2002
and two federal fraud indictments against its
executive director, Richard B. Burrow. Two
trials ended in hung juries, and charges against
Burrow were dismissed in October 2004.
(This Vignette provided by Brendan Wolfe.
Brought to you by Encyclopedia Virginia at
the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities)

Copies of the U.S. Constitution are
presented to Lancaster High seniors
Chairman Joan Blackstone of
the Lancaster County Republican Party recently presented
copies of the U.S. Constitution
to Lancaster High School government teacher Alex Stickler’s senior classes.
Blackstone spent the day
with students distributing the
booklets and making a brief
presentation to each of Stickler’s four senior American
Government classes.
First District Rep. Rob Wittman donated the booklets to
provide students with information about the document
underlying the foundation of
the U.S. Government.
“Today it is so important
for our children to understand
the historic documents that
are the basis for our unique
form of government,” Blackstone said. “We encouraged

















PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Democrats have always been in Lancaster County. Over the past several
years, Lancaster Democrats have come together and developed a vibrant,
active, and growing organization.
The momentum gained during the past election cycles must be maintained.
In order to do this we need strong participation in the process. There is a local
Democratic Committee that is active in the day to day activities of local, state,
and national politics.
This is a call to action for every person, 18 and up, to get involved in the
democratic process.
The Lancaster County Democratic Committee sponsors an annual Labor Day
Picnic, co-sponsors many other events during the year, and raises the visibility
of Democrats throughout the region. Local members support charitable
events, volunteer in the community, and perform numerous public services.

From left are government teacher Alex Stickler, student
Martina Ward, Joan Blackstone and student Ian Ferrand.

the students in the government
classes to discuss issues such
as free speech and homeland
security as they related to the
Constitution.
“We are grateful and appreciative to Rep. Wittman for
donating the booklets, to the

high school and to teacher
Stickler for inviting us into the
classroom. We hope that these
graduating seniors will refer
often to the words in this most
valuable document as they
take on the responsibilities of
citizenship,” Blackstone said.

Come see what we're all about. We meet at 6:30 pm on
the 4th Monday of every month at the Bank of Lancaster
meeting room on 500 N. Main Street.
Our website is www.lancovadems.org. Our mailing
address is LCDC, PO Box 318, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
Paid for and authorized by:

Lancaster County Democratic Committee
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2009 Preaknes Party raises some $65,000
OAK GROVE—Some 250
guests of the Rappahannock
Community College Educational
Foundation attended the fifth
annual Preakness Party at the
Wirtland estate on the grounds
of Ingleside Vineyards near Oak
Grove.
Participants sampled a tempting menu, sipped Virginia wines,
watched filly Rachel Alexandra
win the Preakness Stakes race,
and bid on a profusion of auction
items while pop music favorites
from Strings & Things filled the
air.
Total income for the event
reached over $65,000 from
admission and race raffle sales,
auction bidding, and sponsorship
contributions from the Charles
E. and Claire V. Sutcliffe Education Trust, Bank of Lancaster &
Bay Trust Company, Chesapeake
Bank & Chesapeake Investment
Group, Eastern Virginia Bank
& EVB Bank, Omega Protein,
Northern Neck State Bank,
Branch Banking & Trust, Dominion Resources Services, Inc., and
a number of private donors.
“These funds will go to the
RCC Educational Foundation to
support its mission of providing

Guests at RCC’s Preakness Party eagerly survey items up for
bid at the silent auction tables.

student scholarships, professional
development opportunities for
RCC faculty and staff, support
staff activities, and other educational programs,” says Dean
of College Advancement Vic
Clough.
Especially essential to the
success of the Preakness Party
were the local restaurants and
vineyards that supplied foods,
wines, and services. Belle Mount
Winery, owned by Ray and Catherine Petrie, and the Flemer family’s Ingleside Vineyards, both

SHERIFFS REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett brought
charges against six individuals
last week.
Christopher E. Gray, 38, of
Champlain was charged May
31 with larceny, third offense
(felony), and trespassing.

Misdemeanors

A Richmond man, 35, was
charged May 26 with nonsupport.
A Tappahannock woman,
22, was charged May 27 with
assault and battery.
A Lancaster man, 44, was
charged May 27 with contempt
of court.
A River Road man, 20, was
charged May 29 on a Shenandoah County charge of failing
to participate in the VASAP
program under court order.
A Reedville woman, 23, was
charged May 30 with assault
and battery.

Activity report

May 26: Staff responded
with Virginia State Police
(VSP) to a single-vehicle accident at Avis Trail and Mary
Ball Road. Staff responded to
a report of an unusual light on
Marina Road.
May 27: Staff responded to a
trespass complaint in the 3200
block of White Chapel Road,
to the area of Peirces and Mary
Ball roads on a report of students
fighting on a bus (two juveniles
transported home by deputies),
and to a child custody/visitation
dispute on Carlson Road.
May 29: Staff responded to a
juvenile behavioral complaint
on Devils Bottom Road, to an
unusual noise complaint in the
3600 block of Windmill Point
Road (possible sonic boom
from military aircraft), to a
destruction of property complaint on Fleets Bay Road and
to a noise violation complaint
on Coppedge Farm Road. Staff
received a report of the theft of a
65-inch plasma television from
a home on Richtown Road.
May 30: Staff responded to
a noise violation complaint
on Buzzards Neck Road, to a
domestic disturbance (fatherin-law/son-in-law) on Buttercup Lane, to a civil complaint
in the 100 block of Irvington
Road, to a domestic disturbance
(male/female) on Gaskins
Road, to a mental health emergency on First Avenue and to a
report of shots fired in the area
of Lancaster High School. Staff
checked on the well-being of a
Keep Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made (no
emergency services needed).
May 31: Staff responded to
an injured game animal complaint on Jones Drive, with
the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to the area of
the Pizza Hut on North Main
Street when garbled emergency
traffic was heard on the radio
(determined to be a child playing with a fire/rescue unit portable radio), and to a shots fired
call in the Nuttsville area. Staff
received a report on the recovery of a license plate previously reported stolen, received
a destruction of property report
in the 2000 block of River Road
and conducted a vehicle checking detail on South Main Street
in conjunction with KPD.
June 1: Staff responded to a
motorist’s report of a person in
distress in the area of Mary Ball

LANCASTER
COUNTY

CRIME SOLVERS
The Lancaster County
Crime Solvers seeks information on a break and enter
that took place May 29
at 260 Richtown Road in
Merry Point.
Sometime between 7
a.m. and 4 p.m. a person(s)
broke into the residence
and removed a 65-inch Mitsubishi Flat Screen TV. The
owner said the value of the
TV is $5,200.
Report
information
related to the missing television or suspicious activity
around this home on May
29 to Lancaster County
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.
The information you have
could lead to a reward up to
$1,000.

participated for the fifth year, said
Clough.
Signature gourmet food creations were prepared and donated
by eight chefs, all members of
the “Order of the Five Gulls,” an
honorary society that recognizes
outstanding chefs and restaurants
throughout RCC’s service region.
They included Chef Jackie
Brown of Carried Away Cuisine in Kilmarnock, Chefs Kristi
Murphy and Terrence Newman
from High Tides on the Potomac
in Colonial Beach, Chef Nate
Myers of Nate’s Trick Dog Café
in Irvington, Chef David Coontz
of Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury near Irvington, Chef

Kay Campbell of Stratford Hall,
Chef T.V. Flynn of The Tides Inn
in Irvington and Chef Tommy
Crowther of Tommy’s in Reedville. Chef Hatley Bright, coordinator of RCC’s culinary arts
program, presented a variety of
delectable desserts created by her
and her students.
Viewing of the Preakness
Stakes featured three large-screen
monitors and sound provided by
RCC’s technology staff. At the
end of the race, winning names
from a race raffle were drawn for
the horses that placed first, second
and third.
The first prize of $250 went to
Fred Whittaker; the mother-son
team of Pam and Alex Minor won
the $100 second prize; and H. D.
Ackerly captured the third prize
of $50.
Preakness Party chair Pamela
Wiseman expressed her very
special gratitude to hosts Fletch
Flemer and Annmari Ingersoll,
the owners of Wirtland and executives of Ingleside Nurseries, for
their generosity in allowing the
college to use their home and
grounds.
Organizers also thanks the
many other businesses, individuals and college staff members for donating goods and
services, auction items and
other assistance.

Hazardous waste
collection dates set
County-sponsored hazardous
waste collections will be conducted June 13. Residents are
urged to bring hazardous household waste products for safe disposal at these collections.
Lancaster County drop-offs
will be accepted from 7:30 to 11
a.m. at the Kilmarnock Refuse
Center at 320 White Pine Drive.
The first 50 pounds of waste will
be accepted free; overages will
be $1.03 per pound.
Northumberland
County
drop-offs will be accepted from
1 to 4:30 p.m. at the Horsehead Refuse Center at 1175
Northumberland Highway. The
first 30 pounds will be accepted
free; overages will be $1.03 per
pound.
Residents may bring spent

fluorescent bulbs, including
compact fluorescents, unwanted
pesticides, antifreeze, NiCad and
rechargeable batteries, cleaners,
paint, old and contaminated fuels
and household chemicals.
Electronics: Computers, faxes,
telephones and cell phones will
be accepted free. TVs up to 27”
will be accepted with a $10 surcharge and TVs over 27” will be
accepted with a $15 surcharge.
Residents are asked not to
bring tires, car batteries, radioactive items, medical waste, ammunition and related explosives.
The staff of Lancaster/Northumberland Virginia Cooperative Extension and Northern
Neck Soil and Water Conservation District will assist in the collections.

From left, Auxiliary boat 27137 tows alongside the damaged
sailboat with Coast Guard personnel clearing the narrow
channel.

Flotilla 33 and Coast Guard
rescue sailboat at the mouth
of the Rappahannock River
WINDMILL POINT—Coast
Guard Station Milford Haven
received a request Monday, June
1, at 12:20 p.m. for assistance
from a sailing vessel that was
taking on water near the mouth
of the Rappahannock River.
A Coast Guard boat was
immediately dispatched to the
scene. Auxiliary boat 27137
was conducting training on the
Rappahannock River just west of
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge
and received a call to go to the
scene and assist, according to
Brian McArdle of Flotilla 33.
The Coast Guard boat was
alongside the distressed 37-foot
sailboat with three occupants
in 20 minutes and the Auxiliary boat arrived soon after, said
McArdle.
Conditions were not good with
two- to three-foot seas and gusting winds, he said. The Coast
Guard quickly transferred two
officers onto the sailboat to assess
the problem and start a pump.
Even with the pump operating, the boat was taking on more

water, said McArdle. The Coast
Guard personnel saved the boat
from sinking by using a line
around the propeller shaft to slow
the water coming in through a
failed stuffing box, he explained.
They then put the distressed boat
under stern tow and got underway heading toward Broad Creek
near Deltaville.
The next problem was getting the boat into the safe haven.
Since it has a high free board and
was much affected by the wind,
the Coast Guard boat found it
difficult or impossible towing
the boat through the very narrow
entrance channel, said McArdle.
The Coast Guard coxswain
requested Auxiliary 27137 to
take the sailboat in an alongside
tow.
TheAuxiliary crew of Don Gallagher, McArdle, Amy Thomas
and coxswain Jim Thomas
secured the boat and maneuvered
it through the channel into the
harbor and into a commercial
travel lift at a local marina where
it is awaiting repairs.

and Chases roads (no emergency services needed) and to
a suspicious person complaint
in the area of Monaskon Farm.
Staff received walk-in complaints about a stolen bike and
a curse and abuse incident.
Staff also conducted 14
traffic stops last week, issued
five summonses, assisted five
motorists, responded to three
building alarms, processed two
mental health orders and transported six prisoners.

Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
traffic accidents at Kent Point
and Bluff Point roads and
the 500 block of North Main
Street, a gas leak on Irvington
Road and a fire alarm on the
400 block of Harris Road.
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded to
an open fire (controlled burn)
on Yopps Cove Road, a controlled burn (rekindled) on
Yopps Cove Road and a fire
alarm on Sir Guy Drive.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a traffic accident at Avis Trail
and Mary Ball Road.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins
brought charges against four
individuals last week.

Felonies

William Franklin Meeks, 42,
of Powhatan was charged May
27 with a Circuit Court probation violation.
Michael Lee Blackwell, 34,
of Heathsville was charged
May 30 with two counts each
of abduction, use of firearm
in commission of a felony and
possession of a firearm by a
convicted felon. He also was
charged with burglary, shooting into an occupied building
and robbery, two misdemeanor
charges of brandishing a firearm and one charge of destruction of property.

Misdemeanors

A Tappahannock woman,
19, was charged May 31 with
failure to appear in the General
District Court.
A Heathsville man, 47, was
charged May 31 with appearing intoxicated in public.

From the Potomac Rivah to the York Rivah — A FREE
Guide to the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Advertise in the July Rivah!
On newsstands July 1!
SUPER SAVINGS by advertising in more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline: June 17

Call the Southside Sentinel at 758-2328 or the
Rappahannock Record at 435-1701 soon
for more information!
Don’t forget to ask about our Rivah website Special!

