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DAVIS
Auto

Sales, Inc.
24 Hour Rollback & Wrecker Service

We service all makes & Models
State Inspections

Late-Model Pre-Owned Cars & Trucks
Rental Cars & Vans Available

382 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA  (804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

C.A.R.S.
804-529-9360Specializing in all Import & Domestic Cars

Callao Auto Repair Service

Road Service Towing, Brake Service, Tune Ups, Alignment
Front End Service, Engine Flush, New Tires & Diagnostic Services

Hours: Mon.-Fri.  8 to 6 • Sat. 8 to 12
255 Northumberland Hwy. • Callao, VA

WHEELS is a supplement published by the Rappahannock 
Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, Va. 22482, (804) 435-1701 
and the Southside Sentinel, P.O. Box 549, Urbanna, Va. 23175, 
(804) 758-2328. Cover design by Julie H. Burwood.

804-529-6380

Callao Wheel Service
Wheel Alignments • Balancing • Brakes

Specialists in Rebuilding Front Suspensions from Worn Parts 
or Collision on Any Kind of Car. Pick-up or 4x4

Complete Heavy Truck Alignment

Donnie Davis

P.O. Box 147 • Callao, VA 22435

Middlesex Body & Auto Glass
Body and Fender Repair

Frame Repair • Tires
Front End Alignment

Auto Glass Replacements
(Save $50 on insurance deductible)

Since 1965                758-2177
285 Stormont road near Cook’S Corner
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Middlesex  
Lawn & Garden

•  Service Special: All lawn and 
garden equipment and Kubota 
equipment. Free pick up and 
delivery or 10% off parts if 
brought in for serviced

•  2 cycle hand held equipment 
winterization

•  Up to $30 off select new model 
blowers

Middlesex Lawn & Garden
Highway 33, Locust Hill, Va.

(804) 758-3742

Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m. – 12 noon

Though technology has made substantial 
advancements since the dawn of the 21st century, 
those advancements have, in many ways, made life 
more complex.

A telephone, for instance, is no longer just a 
phone, but rather a portable handheld device that 
allows us to check e-mail, text message friends 
and family and, of course, make and receive phone 
calls.

The auto industry 
has not been immune 
to this ever-chang-
ing and increasingly 
complex landscape. 
Auto manufacturers 
continue to develop 
hybrid automobiles 
and have even altered 
their longstanding 
guidelines on vehicle 
maintenance. 

However, with 
winter quickly creep-
ing up, it’s important for drivers to combine both 
the new industry standards while maintaining some 
of the traditional methods to ensure their vehicles 
stay strong throughout the coming season.
Monitor motor oil

Vehicle maintenance often begins with motor oil. 
Simply put, without lubrication, friction between 
engine parts results in engine wear. That highlights 
the need for routine monitoring of motor oil levels 
and changing the motor oil per the vehicle manu-
facturer guidelines.

However, the type of motor oil drivers use is 
also important. Synthetic motor oils, for example, 
provide significant performance benefits over their 
conventional counterparts, particularly in colder 
weather when conventional motor oil thickens as 
the temperature drops. As a result, conventional 
motor oils slow starting rpm, restrict oil flow to 
critical engine parts and increase wear on bear-

ings and rings. Each of these decreases engine life. 
Conversely, synthetic motor oils still flow or pump 
at temperatures up to 60 and 70 below zero, allow-
ing cars and trucks to start with greater ease.
Fight the freeze

Those who aren’t necessarily fond of winter 
weather no doubt recall the harsh temperatures 
of the 2007-08 winter. To combat the long winter, 

people tend to bundle 
up.

What many vehicle 
owners might not 
know is that cars need 
to be protected from 
harsh winter weather 
as well, most notably 
with antifreeze. An 
inadequate antifreeze 
can result in serious 
damage to a vehicle, 
including water pump 
failure and a cracked 
engine block. That 

said, it’s important for drivers to maintain anti-
freeze levels throughout winter while also using 
an antifreeze that can protect an engine against 
freezing.

But traditional ethylene glycol (EG) antifreezes 
have grown less appealing in recent years as the 
nation has grown increasingly eco-friendly. EG 
antifreeze boasts a sweet smell and taste that’s 
attractive to both animals and children. 

Propylene glycol-based antifreezes are safer 
than ethylene glycol antifreezes because they are 
safe if accidentally ingested by animals, and don’t 
smell or taste sweet, reducing the likelihood that 
pets or children will be drawn to them

What’s more, adjusting the propylene glycol 
antifreeze doesn’t require much effort, since it is 
compatible with all other antifreeze products and 
does not require a complete system flush before 
usage.

Caress your car through harsh winter weather

With winter quickly creep-
ing up, it’s important 

for drivers to combine both the 
new industry standards while 
maintaining some of the tradi-
tional methods to ensure their 
vehicles stay strong through-
out the coming season.

While many drivers are concerned about the costs 
of fuel, those costs are largely out of their control.

However, not all costs associated with a vehicle 
are beyond driver control. Most notably, drivers can 
control their insurance costs by being a safe driver 
and by choosing the right vehicle.

While conventional wisdom has suggested that 
smaller cars help avoid accidents, data notes that’s 
really not the case. Small cars get into more acci-
dents than their larger counterparts, according to the 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS).

When studying 2004-06 models, the IIHS found 
that of the top 10 most expensive cars to insure, only 

one was an SUV, the Cadillac Escalade. The Esca-
lade is a high-end SUV with a large price tag, which 
no doubt inflates its insurance costs. Other vehicles 
among the top 10 included the Hyundai Tiburon, 
Scion tC, and Chevrolet Cobalt, each of which is a 
compact car.

On the opposite end of the spectrum, seven of the 
10 vehicles on the least-expensive to insure list were 
4-wheel drive vehicles, which are typically larger 
automobiles.

So while gas prices might be quite expensive for 
larger vehicles, what you spend on extra gas you 
could be saving on insurance. 

Cost control: 
Choosing the right vehicle for the insurance

Shop at Home!
You’ll get personal service from neighbors.
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ARCADIA MOTORS
Heathsville, Virginia

ARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORSARCADIA MOTORS
CLOSING? “NO”

Retail / Wholesale

Changing with the Times !
Now Offering Imports, Domestic (New or Used)

Any Make . . . Any Model . . . Any Price . . .
Tell us what you are looking for and we will fi nd it for you !

Buy, Sell and Trade
We still provide the same 100% Guarantee

804-580- CARS (2277)     804-450-5008 (Sheila)
Call Sheila  9 am to 9 pm – 7 Days a Week

Your East Coast Connection for New and Used Vehicles

C.A.R.S.
804-529-9360Specializing in all Import & Domestic Cars

Callao Auto Repair Service

Road Service Towing, Brake Service, Tune Ups, Alignment
Front End Service, Engine Flush, New Tires & Diagnostic Services

Hours: Mon.-Fri.  8 to 6 • Sat. 8 to 12
255 Northumberland Hwy. • Callao, VA

Wicomico Auto Body, Inc.
5345 Jessie Dupont Mem. Hwy.

Heathsville, VA 22473
(Located in Wicomico Church)

(804) 580-8419
Toll Free 866-580-8419

jmcgrath@kaballero.com

Now is the perfect time to 
give vehicles a cleaning over-
haul.

When it comes to keeping a 
car or truck clean, drivers are 
often quick to take their vehicle 
to the car wash and make sure 
its exterior looks as good as it 
possibly can. However, a vehi-
cle’s interior often bears the 
visible brunt of its age, slowly 
looking worse and worse as 
time goes on.

While that rarely plays a role 
in how well a vehicle runs, it 
can influence other things, such 
as resale value and how much a 
driver actually enjoys driving 
the vehicle. To keep a car look-
ing as smooth on the inside as 
it does on the outside, consider 
the following tips.

• Be prepared for pets. Lots 
of people love to take the family 
dog along for a weekend get-
away or on trips to the park on 
a sunny afternoon. Though pets 
make great travel companions, 
they also leave lots behind after 
each car trip. This can include 

Keep the car’s interior as good as new
shedding fur or lingering odor 
in a vehicle long after they’ve 
retreated back to the house.

To combat these potential 
pet problems, consider crating 
the pet on road trips. For those 
who own sport utility vehicles 
(SUVs) this shouldn’t be diffi-
cult, as depending on the size, 
the animal and its crate should 
fit in the back of the SUV. For 
owners of smaller vehicles, 
cover the seats with a blanket 
to avoid pet hair attaching itself 
to a vehicle’s interior.

As for animal odor, be sure 
to have an air freshener in the 
car at all times, and if driv-
ing on a warm afternoon, roll 
the windows down instead of 
turning on the air conditioner. 
This will greatly decrease the 
chances of pet odor lingering 
in the car.

• Make a no food rule. Partic-
ularly for parents, food is argu-
ably the biggest foe to keeping 
a vehicle’s interior looking as 
close to new as possible. To 
avoid this problem entirely, 

make it known that no one can 
eat in the vehicle.

When it comes to bever-
ages, only allow drinks that can 
be resealed when passengers 
aren’t drinking. For parents, 
if on a road trip, leave time to 
pull over and eat meals at rest 
stops rather than eating in the 
car to save time.

• Vacuum frequently. 
Another way a vehicle’s inte-
rior gradually deteriorates is 
when vacuuming responsibili-
ties are routinely neglected. If 
a car’s interior is vacuumed on 
a regular basis, vehicle owners 
can avoid stains setting into 
a vehicle’s carpeting. Also, 
when leaves are falling or after 
weekend trips to the beach, it’s 

common for a vehicle’s interior 
to eventually fill up with dirty 
or wet leaves or sand brought 
back from the beach. A thor-
ough and regular vacuuming 
won’t take very long and will 
remove such items from a car’s 
interior.

• Consider floor mats and 
seat covers. Floor mats and 
seat covers are very effective 

at keeping a vehicle’s interior 
looking as good as new. For 
drivers who don’t like floor 
mats under their feet because 
they tend to move around, look 
for custom mats that won’t 
move. Custom seat covers are 
also a one-time expense that 
will ensure the car’s upholstery 
looks great when it’s time to 
sell or trade in. 

Popular car brands were 
named after the people who 
started the companies. Here are 
some of the more notable:

• David Buick.
• Antoine Cadillac.
• Louis Chevrolet.
• Walter Chrysler.
• Gottlieb Daimler.
• John and Horace Dodge.
• Enzo Ferrari.
• Henry Ford.
• Ransom Olds.
• Ferdinand Porsche.

Name 
that 
brand
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Medlin Ford
Get your car ready for winter!

Diesel Injection Service  $149.95
Transmission Service      $194.95
Radiator Flush               $139.95

Get your truck ready for hunting season!
Enjoy employee costs on all

tires & rims through 11/30/09.

Receive $50 refund when you purchase tires
by Yamaha, Michelin or BF Goodrich

Call for details.
18679 Eltham Road • West Point
(800) 9-Medlin • 843-2500

FREE TOWING
When we repair your vehicle

EADES AUTO BODY
Hwy. 17, Saluda

• We work with ALL Insurance Companies
• Can arrange Car Rentals
• Windshield/Glass Replacement
• Repair both Foreign and Domestic
• ICAR Certified

All Work GuArAnteed

758-5959  or  824-4851

Call 1-800-DOTOWIN

Authorized AMSOIL Dealers
FULL SERVICE SHOP

A/C Service • Complete Diagnostics • Tires • Alignments
Oil Changes • Inspections • Tune-Ups • Brakes

Deltaville’s Neighborhood NAPA

17899 Gen. Puller Hwy. • Deltaville • 804-776-9020

Follow Rt. 3 to Rt. 200 in White Stone
Call 804-435-6660

Open Monday thru Friday 7:30-5:30 & Drop off Saturday 7:30-10:00

A world of service 
for your car & you.

Auto/Marine machine 
shop on premises

The “Cash for Clunkers” 
program for new cars may 
have ended, but the  IRS wants 
to remind  taxpayers  there 
is  another special  tax break 
available. 

If you buy a new vehicle this 
year,  there’s  a special federal 
tax deduction  available that 
can help you save money, in 
some cases hundreds of dol-
lars. This tax break will allow 
people who buy a new vehicle 
in 2009 to deduct the sales and 
excise taxes they pay when they 
file their tax return next year.  
The tax deduction is available 
on the 2009 federal tax return 
even for those who claim the 
standard deduction.

The deduction is part of 
the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 and 
applies to taxes paid on up to 
$49,500 of the purchase price 
for qualified new cars, light 
trucks, motorcycles or motor 
homes. Generally, vehicles 

Tax breaks available 
for new car buyers

weighing 8,500 pounds or less 
qualify.  This means that most 
new cars and many new trucks 
will qualify. New motor homes 
qualify regardless of weight.

Buyers are entitled to a partial 
deduction if they earn between 
$125,000 and $135,000 
($250,000 and $260,000 for 
joint filers).  The deduction is 
eliminated for those who earn 

over these amounts.
To qualify the vehicle must 

be new and purchased in 2009 
after February 16 and no later 
than December 31.  There is 
still time left but the clock is 
ticking. 

More information is avail-
able at www.irs.gov/news-
room/article/0,,id=204519,00.
html 

The best reason to regu-
larly change the engine oil 
and filter is to prolong engine 
life, according to the Virginia 
Extension Service. 

Contaminants in engine oil 
come from a variety of sources. 
In a gasoline engine, the oil is 
contaminated primarily by 
combustion gases seeping past 

the piston rings. Minute air-
borne particles that escape past 
the air filter also contribute to 
oil contamination. As engine 
components wear, more gases 
will slip past the rings during 
the compression and power 
cycle. 

Over the past decade, gas-
oline-refining technology has 
decreased combustion pollut-
ants, helping to reduce engine 
oil contaminants. Additives 
increase the ability of the 
engine oil to maintain adequate 
lubrication quality even when 
contaminated. As technology 
advances, the time between oil 
changes is lengthened. As a 
result, perhaps oil changes will 
be necessary only a few times 
during the life of the engine. 
Until then, timely oil changes, 
maintaining the engine, and 
changing the air filter will help 
prolong life.

Regular oil changes will
prolong car’s engine life

Put less strain on your engine 
and automatic transmission by 
shifting to neutral at red lights. 
Otherwise, the engine is still 
working to push the car even 
while it’s stopped.

Everyday Driving Tip
(Courtesy of Readers Digest)
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Hartfield • 776-6600
Ask for John Robins 

or Wallace Davis

C.A.R.S.
804-529-9360

Your Maintenance & Repair Headquarters
All Auto Repairs on Both

Import & Domestic Vehicles

Master Technician on Duty
2 State Inspectors

Towing & Shuttle Service Available
Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-12

255 Northumberland Hwy. • Callao, VA

Before searching for a 
used car, consumers should 
consider many of the same 
factors that apply to a new 
car purchase: including vehi-
cle usage, life expectancy of 
the car, insurance, operation, 
maintenance and repairs.

The State of California 
Bureau of Automotive Repair 
also recommends prospective 
buyers run through the fol-
lowing on-the-lot checklist 
before finalizing a deal.

• Body — Look for rust, 
particularly at the bottoms 
of fenders, around lights and 
bumpers, on splash panels, 
under doors, in the wheel 
wells and under trunk carpet-
ing. Check for paint that does 
not match, gritty surfaces and 
paint spray on chrome—all 
possible signs of a new paint 
job, masking body problems. 
Look for cracks, dents and 
loose bumpers—warning 
signs of a past accident.

• Tires — Uneven wear 
usually indicates bad align-
ment or suspension damage. 
Check the condition of the 
spare tire.

• Doors, windows, trunk — 
Look for a close fit and ease 
of opening and closing. A 
door that f its unevenly may 

Make a wise used car purchase
indicate a previous collision.

• Window glass and lights 
— Look for hairline cracks 
and tiny holes.

• Tailpipe — Black, gummy 
soot in the tailpipe may mean 
worn rings, bad valves and 
expensive repairs.

• Shock absorbers — Lean 
hard on a corner of the car 
and release; if the car keeps 
rocking, the shocks may need 
replacing.

• Fluids — Oil that is a 
whitish color, or has white 
bubbles, can be a sign of 
major mechanical problems. 
Check the radiator fluid; it 
should not look rusty. With 
the engine idling, check the 
transmission fluid; it should 
not smell rancid or look dark 
brown. Check for leaks and 
stains under the car, on the 
underside of the engine and 
around hoses.

• Lights and mechanical 
parts — Make sure head-
lights, taillights, brake lights, 
backup lights and direction 
signals work properly. Test 
the radio, heater, air condi-
tioner and wipers.

• Interior — Check the 
upholstery for major wear 
and tear and look under floor 
mats and seat covers. Inspect 

the steering wheel, as well. 
When unlocked with the 
engine off, it should have 
no more than two inches of 
“play.”

Finally, a car with low 
mileage, but with a lot of 
wear on the driver’s seat or 
the brake and accelerator, 
may indicate tampering with 
the odometer.

A musty smell could mean 
that the car was damaged in 
a flood, or that rain leaks 
inside the car.

For centuries, people have been obsessed with the auto-
mobile. While most think that Henry Ford was responsible 
for all things auto, there were many inventors who devel-
oped ideas for powered vehicles before Ford was in the 
picture.

In fact, vehicles capable of human transport have been 
demonstrated as early as 1769, and were powered by steam. 
Here are some other automotive facts and important dates.

•  In 1916, 55 percent of all cars were Ford Model Ts.
• Early cars did not have steering wheels. Drivers used a 

lever to steer.
• The first recorded speeding ticket was issued in 1902.
• Powered windshield wipers became standard equipment 

on many cars in 1923.
• The car radio was introduced in 1929.
• In 1963, seatbelts were offered as standard equipment.

Auto history at a glance

Drive Like a Native:
Give the index finger wave to oncoming cars!
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With so many empty store 
fronts and going out of business 
sales, signs of the recession are 
depressing. Along Route 200 
near Burgess, there’s a more 
positive sign of the times. 

When word spread of Randy 
Dunn Sr.’s plans to locate a 
pre-owned auto sales busi-
ness and repair shop in the 
former Crowther Ford build-
ing in Kilmarnock, his custom-
ers assumed he was closing 
his service center in lower 
Northumberland County. Not 
so, according to a sign in front 
of his business. It reads: “We are 
not closing, we are expanding.”

It’s a welcome sign for folks 
hoping the economy is taking a 
turn for the better. 

Business isn’t exactly boom-
ing, according to Dunn. But 
business for used car dealers and 
auto repair shops is steady. 

“I can safely say we’ve seen an 
increase in repairs. And if they’re 
not saying that, they’re not tell-
ing the truth. More people are 
repairing than buying,” said Ed 
Davis Jr. of Davis Auto Sales & 
Service in Kilmarnock.  

And although more people are 
repairing and retaining their cars 
longer, Davis is happy with his 
pre-owned car business, a busi-
ness he had little choice but to 
explore when Dodge, Chrysler, 
Jeep earlier this year pulled the 
new car business from his fam-
ily-owned dealership after 39 
years.

Used car values are at an all-
time high, according to Davis, 
who just this week purchased 11 
pre-owned vehicles to sell. 

People are buying pre-owned 
versus new because “new cars 
have gotten so expensive and they 
lose their value so fast when they 
leave the lot,” said Dunn Sr., who 
will open Dunn-Rite Auto Sales 

From left, Randy Dunn Jr. and his father, Randy Dunn Sr., promote their businesses, Dunn-Rite 
Auto Sales and Dunn-Rite Automotive as expanding, not closing.

From left, M’Lissa Dunn of Dunn-Rite Auto Sales shows a pre-
owned Mercedes to Katie Carpenter. (Photo by Lisa Hinton-
Valdrighi)

Business appears ‘steady’ for pre-owned
car dealers, repair shops and parts stores

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Inc. in Kilmarnock November 2. 
Along with the used car sales, 
he’ll offer repairs.

Randy and his wife, M’Lissa, 
opened Dunn-Rite Automotive 
near Kilmarnock in 2001 and 
moved to the former Burgess 
Motor Company building in 
2005 when they also opened the 
pre-owned auto business.

With the closing of many new 
car dealerships in the North-
ern Neck, the time is right to 
move the auto sales business to 
Kilmarnock, said Dunn, whose 
son, Randy Dunn Jr., will con-
tinue to manage the repair shop 
in Burgess. Dunn Sr.’s expansion 
in Kilmarnock will create six 
new jobs, including mechanics 
in the service and repair depart-
ment. 

“People are keeping their cars 
longer,” said Dunn Sr. “Even if I 
say you’ll have a $700 or $800 
bill to fix something they’ll say 
fix it because I can’t afford a 
new car payment.”

The repair and auto parts busi-
ness is also on the rise at Eddie’s 
Auto Sales and Service Inc. and 
Saluda Auto Parts in Middlesex 
County. 

According to co-owner Kage 
Buckley “The sales end is very 
slow, but the parts business is up. 
People are trying to hold on to 
what they have. Everybody has 
to have at least one car running 
good, which is why the parts 
business is steady. People are 
buying parts and doing it them-
selves. They’re pricing parts, 
pricing labor and then fixing it 
in the backyard.”

Buckley and her partner, 
Edwin Andrick, a.k.a. “Fast 
Eddie” for his drag racing abil-
ity, not his fast talking, offer one-
stop shopping. They sell parts at 
Saluda Auto Parts, offer sales of 
pre-owned cars along with clas-
sic and antique cars and operate 
a service and repair business. 

They employ 12. 
“We’re fortunate we have a 

good, loyal customer base. That 
keeps business steady,” said 
Buckley. 

According to Buckley, used 
cars are now selling at higher 
values than ever before. 

The governement’s Cash for 
Clunkers program removed 
many trade-ins from the market 
and the cars available at auction 

are often selling for higher than 
retail, according to Davis. 

“It’s hard for us to compete 
with dealers from Northern Vir-
ginia,” said Buckley. “They’ll 
pay higher than book value, 
which means you can no longer 

go out here and get a good used 
car for two or three thousand 
dollars. And maybe that’s okay 
on Wall Street, but here on Main 
Street people just can’t afford 
that.”

According to all three dealers, 
customers are apprehensive and 
cautious about their spending. 

“We were definitely hurt 
when the gas prices went up to 
$4 a gallon last summer and then 
again by the Cash for Clunkers,” 
said Dunn Sr., “but business has 
been steady.”

Davis says no one can predict 
what will happen to the new or 
used car business in the next few 
years.

“It’s going to be at least a 
couple of years before the auto-
mobile industry gets out of the 
woods,” said Davis, “and even 
then I don’t know what’s going 
to become of the new car busi-
ness and which ones will still be 
around.”
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Know what happens if you don’t have your Belts & Hoses checked?
Do it now or you’ll fi nd out!

Let us help you take the side of the road break downs 
off your worry list. Come get your ride checked over & winterized.

Eddie’s Auto Sales & Service Inc.
“NAPA Car Care Center”

& Saluda Auto Parts
“NAPA”

Service:
804-758-4824

Parts:
804-758-4881

It’s Time!
Winterize your ride…

Bay Auto Service, Inc.Bay Auto Service, Inc.
36 American Drive • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-3766/1-866-301-8BAY

bayauto@kaballero.com
Dennis W McNeal • James M. (Jimmy) Robertson, III

Quality Service for American & Import Vehicles for over 20 years!!

General Insurance
(804) 529-6226  •  (877) 778-3536

CHRIS CRALLE- President
chris@cralleinsurance.com

51 Factory Lane  •  Callao, VA 22435

Harvey’s auto Parts
We have in stock a complete winterizing line, 

batteries, antifreeze & more

8513 Northumberland Highway, Heathsville

 (804) 580-5900

Complete
Auto Body Shop

180 Lee Road
P.O. Box 1402

Kilmarnock, VA 22482

KILMARNOCK BODY SHOP

DAVID W. CHEEK
Owner/Operator

(804) 435-7701
(804) 435-1411

Fax (804) 435-9389

In tough economic times like 
these, most people cut back 
on major purchases and try to 
make what they already own 
last longer.

One sure way to make cer-
tain the family vehicle gives 
reliable service is to follow the 
manufacturer’s maintenance 
schedule, according to the 
experts at the National Institute 
for Automotive Service Excel-
lence (ASE).

In fact, a survey of ASE-cer-
tified master automotive tech-
nicians indicated that motorists 
could expect a well-maintained 
vehicle to last up to twice as 
long as one that’s neglected.

“Putting off maintenance and 
service or, worse — neglecting 
ongoing problems, is penny-
wise and dollar foolish,” says 
ASE’s editorial director, Martin 

Lawson. “Today’s vehicles are 
designed for years and years of 
reliable service.”

Among the items motor-
ists frequently neglect are oil 
changes, tire and brake service, 
wheel alignment, and air and 
fuel filters. Some even ignore 
engine lights and warnings, 
which, if left unattended can 
cause a relatively minor prob-
lem, such as a problem with 
the air and fuel mixture, doing 
damage to more expensive 
components.

To help consumers choose 
a repair shop that fits their 
needs, ASE offers the follow-
ing checklist advice:

• Look for a neat, well-orga-
nized facility, with vehicles in 
the parking lot equal in value 
to your own and modern equip-
ment in the service bays.

• Look for a courteous staff, 
with a service consultant will-
ing to answer all of your ques-
tions.

• Look for policies regarding 
estimated repair costs, diagnos-
tic fees, guarantees, and accept-
able methods of payment.

• Ask if the repair facility 
specializes or if it usually han-
dles your type of repair work.

• Look for signs of profes-
sionalism in the customer 
service area such as civic, com-
munity, or customer service 
awards.

• Look for evidence of 
qualified technicians: trade 
school diplomas, certificates 
of advanced course work, and 
certification by ASE.

• Look for the ASE sign or 
logo; it means the shop employs 
certified technicians.

Choosing a reliable garage

Want more horsepower with-
out paying much to get it?

Here are three ways today’s 
top engine builders get more 
power from their racing engines 
and their personal cars, spend-
ing less than $100 to do it.

• Upgrade lubricants. Fric-
tion and heat from engine com-
ponents and the drive train rob 
horsepower and performance. 
Minimizing this power loss can 
be as easy as upgrading to one 
of the newer high performance 
lubricants that are available.

For instance, in a recent test 
by Horsepower TV, upgrading to 
high performance motor oil freed 
up 8 horsepower in a V8 engine. 
Video of the test and more infor-
mation on upgrading lubricants 
can be found at royalpurple.com.

• Replace and/or upgrade 
air filter. During the life of the 
engine, thousands of cubic feet of 
air will pass through the engine 
cylinders. Dust and other material 
in the engine can cause excessive 
wear and operating problems. It’s 
imperative that one keep air filters 
clean by regularly replacing them.

Horsepower secrets from professional engine builders
To further enhance perfor-

mance, upgrade to a performance 
air filter, which can free up an addi-
tional 2 to 3 horsepower. While 
not a tremendous power gain, the 
relatively low cost of a filter and 
ease of installation (about five 
minutes) more than make up for it.

• Use higher octane gas or an 
octane booster. Go for the good 
stuff at the pump. Depending on 
the vehicle, high octane gaso-
line can provide an increase in 
horsepower. Even a marginal 
gain in switching from the lowest 

octane gasoline to the highest 
octane may be worth a few extra 
pennies at the pump. For those 
who want to see a more measur-
able increase in power, a racing 
blend of gasoline will work well 
or one of the numerous brands 
of octane booster commonly 
available at auto parts stores.

Upgrading the gas, lubricants 
and air filter are a cheap and 
easy way to increase horsepower. 
These simple steps will also 
extend the life of the engine and 
help prevent expensive repairs. 

Warsaw Glass
Specializing in: Custom Mirror Walls, 

Shower Enclosures, 
Sun Rooms & Furniture Tops
Auto Glass, Insulated Glass, 

Plate Glass, Safety & Plexiglass

804-333-GLAS
44 Belleville Ln. • Warsaw, VA

(Turn right by N.N. State Bank, go to right by 
Wardico, Warsaw Glass is on the right)
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by Tom Chillemi

About half of drivers think 
they are better drivers than 
the other half.

Driving efficiently saves 
gas, puts less strain on your 
vehicle and can make it last 
longer.

The following thoughts 
were developed over 40 years 
of driving—they require 
judgment and cannot be used 
in every situation.

Momentum is your friend 
Think of your brakes as a 

negative force. To test this, 
get your car up to speed, then 
take your foot off the gas and 
see how far you coast. Con-
sider how far 3,500 pounds 
went and that will give you an 
idea of  how much energy is 
wasted and transformed into 
heat by the brakes.

I learned to drive efficiently 
when I was 17 years old and 
became a school bus driver. It 
was a 10-year-old bus with a 

Keep your eyes on the road and your hands on the wheel. Maintain momentum by using 
brakes efficiently, which also saves gas, wear and tear on your vehicle, and money. (Photo 
by Tom Chillemi)

Car driving tips from a frugal motorist

6-cylinder engine that had less 
than 100 horsepower left in it. 
Going up hills, gravity pulled 
the speedometer needle down 

to 15 mph.
I had to keep up my momen-

tum. I learned to look ahead 
at stoplights and try to time 

them so I would be moving 
when they were green. I still 
do it today. As soon as I see 
a light turn red, it’s off the 

gas (check the mirrors first) 
and lay the foot lightly on the 
brake to let everyone know 
you’re slowing. 

You’ll probably notice that 
less alert drivers keep accel-
erating and then slam on the 
brakes. 

You can float toward the 
light, which should be green 
by the time you get there. 
Even if you are moving at 5 
miles per hour when traffic 
clears, you have saved the 
energy needed to stop the 
vehicle and start it moving 
again.

Acceleration 
I’ve noticed that some 

people leaving a stoplight 
seem to be in an awful hurry 
to get to 55 mph. Winding out 
first gear to the red line makes 
my teeth hurt. It’s better to 
ease off the gas and let the 
transmission shift gently 
into second gear at a slower 
speed.

Slow moving objects 
On two lane roads, traf-

fic moves at the speed of the 
slowest vehicle. I used to take 
my place in line and look at 
the tail lights of the car in 
front of me. That’s stressful 
because you have to be ready 
to brake at any second. Slow 
drivers often change course 
without warning.

It’s much easier to hang 
back and drive the same speed 
as the lead car; you’re going 
to drive its speed anyway.

Three-second rule 
Use the 3-second rule to 

keep a safe distance. When the 
vehicle in front of you passes 
a mark, such as a mailbox, 
count 1-one thousand,  2-one 
thousand, 3-one thousand. If 
you reach the same mailbox 
in three seconds, then you’re 
too close. 

Here’s something to occupy 
your mind. As soon as you see 
a line of cars following a slow 

What’s the best lane on a multi-lane interstate, 
such as I-64 or I-295, near cities? It’s definitely 

not the right lane—too much merging activity and 
chances for contact.

In the middle lane you can be cut off or impacted 
from the left or right sides. 

The passing lane far to the left gives you an 
escape route to the left.

However, this is where you find the faster drivers, 
headed for Florida. Get out of their way! They’ve 
been looking at the world through a windshield, pos-
sibly for days, and have little concept of how long it 
would take them to stop a 4,000-pound SUV run-
ning 80 miles per hour. (I don’t know what it takes 
to get a speeding ticket on I-95. Maybe some day a 
GPS will beam your speed up to Big Brother and the 
ticket will be sent as a text message.)

Again, look ahead. If the lead cars in front of you 
tap their brakes, it will affect you. It will be delayed, 
but eventually the accordion effect makes you slow.

Research indicates that phantom traffic jams can 
be caused when some one spills coffee and hits the 

brakes at 7 a.m. This sends a ripple backward. The 
shock wave continues for hours, similar to the wake 
of a boat.

The 3-second rule is hard to do in interstate traffic. 
Leave a gap, and someone fills it. Try the middle 
lane; it seems like the more reasonable drivers are 
in it. Do your best. (Could you imagine the hassles 
involved in a multi-car pile up? There would be 
enough problems to last a lifetime.)

Stay out of blind spots. Don’t ride next to big semi-
trucks. Check your mirrors.

When on an entrance ramp, drop back from the 
car in front of you—the driver who doesn’t know how 
to merge might hit his brakes. Entrance ramps are 
where you build speed gradually until you’re moving 
as fast as traffic. Then it’s a matter of changing 
lanes. 

In a clover-leaf entrance, it’s a good idea to let 
those vehicles off of the main road, then you can 
accelerate and take their place in traffic. The idea is 
to alternate: one car gets off and the next car gets 
on. Courtesy is contagious.

Surviving the Interstate

(More on the next page)
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NOW OPEN

“Quick Oil Change & Lube While You Wait”
“No Appointment Necessary”

“ASE Certified Mechanic On Duty”
“Rapid Service Reasonably Priced”
“Open Monday Through Saturday”

Come See Us at 
110 Technology Park Dr. in Kilmarnock

804-435-1700

Rapid Lube
                                of the Bay

General Auto Repairs
Oil Change & Lube

C.A.R.S.
804-529-9360

Your Maintenance & Repair Headquarters

All Auto Repairs on Both
Import & Domestic Vehicles

        Honda, BMW, Ford, GMC, Jaguar
Kia, Mercedes, Toyota, Subaru & Light Trucks

Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-12
255 Northumberland Hwy. • Callao, VA

Towing & Shuttle

Service Available
Master TechOn Duty

Let us take care of your vehicle
So it can take care of you.

Manager’s Special
Free Inspection with Oil Change

A/C Service • Brake Service • Tune-Up
ASE Certifi ed Tech • 24 Hour Towing Available

804-758-2901
13634 Tidewater Trail - Across from Hardee’s on Rt. 17

BROWN’S SERVICE CENTER
Auto Repairs - State Inspection - AC Repair

Brake Work - Diagnostic Scan
Wrecker & Rollback Service

Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. M - F
Shop: (804) 462-5210 or Cell: (804) 761-2304

LIVELY, VA 22507

NORTHERN
NECK

  TRANSMISSION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE

4 WHEEL DRIVE

333-4435
P.O. BOX 456
179 MAIN ST.

WARSAW

SINCE 1976

BAYSIDE
GARAGE
Located next to D&A Auto Parts
Kilmarnock, VA • 804-435-8903
Mon.-Fri. 9-5  Sat. 8-12 noon

Preventative 
Maintenance

Diagnostic
Oil Changes

Brakes
Suspension

Car Detailing
State Inspections

Chris Davis, Owner

      INC.

vehicle, adjust your speed 
down. See how slow you can 
drive and still catch the line at 
the next stop sign. You’ll save 
gas and be safer.

It’s easy to spot slow-moving 
vehicles. They are often older 
models with smoky exhausts 
and faded paint. Also, if you 
see body parts such as an arm 
resting on the window frame, 
you can be sure the driver is 
in no hurry.

Let them clear
When following a line of 

cars and there is a stop sign 
ahead, you can stop using the 
throttle long before you come 
to the sign. You can figure 

each car is going to take at 
least 5 seconds to clear the 
intersection. If you coast 30 
seconds, you’ve saved that 
much energy.

Anticipate stops
In the land of two-lane 

roads there are well-known 
turn-offs—places where you 
can figure someone probably 
will be turning—stores, sec-
ondary roads, public build-
ings, etc. No need to hurry 
at this point. Don’t tailgate 
either. When you slam on 
your brakes, the driver behind 
you might not have three sec-
onds to react. I always check 
my mirrors in a hard-braking 
situation. You may need to 
pull off onto the shoulder to 
avoid being hit from behind. 
There are no airbags behind 
you.

Part of a car air condi-
tioner sweats. This mois-
ture can feed bacteria 
and cause a musty smell 
inside your car.

To dry the evapora-
tor, turn off  the A/C and 
let the “vent” fan run for 
about three miles at the 
end of a trip, recom-
mends John Chandler of 
Chandler Automotive in 
Urbanna. 

Brake fluid gets con-
taminated and breaks 
down over time and 
should be flushed about 
every two years, said 
Chandler. A good time to 
flush brake fluid is when 
brakes are serviced. 

Not many people 
change their power 
steering fluid. However, 
Chandler said this fluid 
also gets contaminated 
and should be flushed 
occasionally. Ask your 
mechanic.

Car care tips

When you see someone 
signal to take a left turn, you 
can flash your left turn signal 
a few times or pump the brake 
light to signal approaching 
vehicles. 

Try not to be stopped in the 
first place because you save 
energy by keeping up momen-
tum, and the thud is lessened 

if you are moving when hit 
from behind. 

Tip: Drivers often decrease 
speed slightly well before 
their turn-off.

These tips require common 
sense and thinking ahead. 
Expect the unexpected and 
your time on the road will be 
more relaxed.

  Car driving tips . . . . (from the previous page)
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Get Ready for 
Winter Driving!

Oil Change and Tire Rotation
$39.95 reg. price: $55.95

(Diesel or Synthetic Oil is higher)
Includes up to 6 qts. of oil,

fi lter and FREE Multi 27 Point Inspection
Expires 12/31/09

Great Deals on Tires
for ANY make or model

10 % off ALL tires
and a FREE Nitrogen fi lling (a $40 value)

Expires 12/31/09

Fuel Injection Services
$115.95

Our technicians will quickly and effectively 
clean fuel injectors, intake manifold, ports, 

intake valves and combustion chamber.
Expires 12/31/09

10% off any Detailing Services 
Expires 12/31/09

Cooling System Flush
$119.95

Flush Cooling System, radiator, block, 
heater core, hoses, etc., pressure test, 

check hoses, cap and connections, install 
BG cooling system, corrosion kit

Expires 12/31/09

10% off any Maintenance or Repair
(cannot be combined with any other offer) 

Expires 12/31/09

Transmission Flush
$139.95

(Using the latest and state of the art tech-
nology we will install an effective cleaner

to suspend harmful varnish and 
sludge from your transmission, 

valve body and torque converter.)
Expires 12/31/09

10% off any Parts or Accessories
Expires 12/31/09

6404 George Washington Mem. Hwy.
Gloucester, VA 23061

804.693.2300
Sales – (877) 295-5862

Service – (877) 811-1222

Make your service appointments online 24/7 at www.kenhoutzchevrolet.com

Batteries in autos, trucks and 
tractors operate the ignition 
system, starter, lights and other 
motors and accessories.

The battery converts chemi-
cal energy to electrical energy. 
So to operate properly, it must 
have the plates and electrolyte 
in proper proportions and the 
elements must be clean both 
inside and outside the battery 
case.

Here are a few tips for bat-
tery care from the Virginia 
Extension Service:

• Add clean, pure water. 
Other chemicals reduce the 
effectiveness and shorten the 
life of the battery. Be sure to 
keep the electrolyte above the 
plates, otherwise the plates will 
harden.

• Keep the battery terminal 
clean. Clean the battery posts 
with terminal tools, scraper and 
brush. Also clean the inside of 
the clamps.

• Clean away dirt and corro-
sion. Clean corrosion and dirt 
from the battery with warm 
water or baking soda and water 
if it has considerable corrosion. 
Be sure to flush thoroughly with 
water after using the soda.

• Keep the battery charged. 
A discharged battery will 
freeze at slightly freezing tem-
peratures and a battery with a 
specific gravity testing of 1.1 
will freeze at 19 degrees F. A 
fully-charged battery freezes at 
a minus 90 degrees F. A battery 
has only 65% of its cranking 
power at 32 degrees F; 100% at 
80 degrees F; and 40% at zero 
degrees F.

• Do not overcharge the bat-
tery. Overcharging a battery 
will cause the acid to become 
more concentrated, which in 
turn will cause a destructive 
reaction to take place, intensi-
fying corrosion.

• Battery gases are explosive. 
A battery taking a charge gives 

Take care of 
your battery

(more on the next page)



Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 am. to 5:30 p.m.
538 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 • 804-435-9147

A & M
AUTO AND TRUCK REPAIR

State Inspections • Oil Changes 
Tire Rotations • Computer Diagnostics

 Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive 
and

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.
Now with two repair locations

to serve you.
Burgess and Kilmarnock

Our new Kilmarnock location
(across from McDonalds)

Opening Monday, November 2
Call now in advance to schedule your service work.

804-435-6499
Start Saving NOW for Your Next Car from

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.

JAMES INSURANCE AGENCY
JIA

O F  V I R G I N I A,  I N C.

Larry J. Dawson, LUTCF
Agent

P.O. Box 1210, 472 Chesapeake Drive
White Stone, Virginia 22578
Email: larry.jamesinsva@verizon.net

Phone: (804) 436-0145
Cell: (804) 436-3177
Fax: (804) 436-0182

“For all your insurance needs!”

Few things can beat cruising 
the open road with your favor-
ite music pouring through the 
car stereo speakers.

Listening to music is not only 
fun, it may help you concentrate 
better on the road. A recent Brit-
ish study found that those who 
sing along with their favorite 
music while driving are more 
likely to stay alert and won’t 
succumb to highway hypnosis 
or doze off behind the wheel.

Everyone’s taste is subjec-
tive, but these are a range of 
songs that may fit the bill.
•  “I Drove All Night,” Roy 

Orbison, Cindy Lauper, or 
Celine Dion. (you choose the 
version you like the best)

•  “ Life is a Highway,” Lone 
Star or Tom Cochrane.

•  “Pink Houses,” John Mellen-
camp.

•  “Born to be Wild,” Steppen-
wolf.

• “Lost Highway,” Bon Jovi.
• “Learn to Fly,” Foo Fighters.
• “Born to Run,” Bruce Spring-

Cruise to great driving songs
steen and the E Street Band.
• “Runaway,” Linkin Park.
• “Highway to Hell,” AC/DC.
•  “Little Deuce Coupe,” The 

Beach Boys.
• “America,” Simon and Gar-
funkel.
• “Drive,” The Cars.
•  “Sexy Back,” Justin Timber-

lake.
•  “Life in the Fast Lane,” The 

Eagles.
•  “Fly on the Windshield,” 

Depeche Mode.
•  “Runnin’ Down a Dream,” 

Tom Petty and the Heart-
breakers.

• “Lithium,” Nirvana.
•  “The Boys of Summer,” Don 

Henley.
•  “American Woman,” The 

Guess Who or Lenny Krav-
itz.

•  “Ramble On,” Led Zeppelin.
• “Fuel,” Metallica.
• “One Vision,” Queen.
•  “Are You Gonna Go My Way,” 

Lenny Kravitz.
•  “Every Day Is a Winding 

Road,” Sheryl Crow.
• “Panama,” Van Halen.
•  “Paradise City,” Guns N’ 

Roses.
• “Chariot,” Gavin DeGraw.
• “Rollin’,” Limp Bizkit.
•  “Road Trippn’,” Red Hot 

Chili Peppers.
•  “Don’t Stop the Music,” 

Rihanna.
• “Beautiful Day,” U2.

off hydrogen gas. Small quanti-
ties of this gas are given off at 
all times.

• When connecting jump-
ers to batteries, make the last 
connections to the grounded 
terminal of the fully-charged 
battery. Never pull a jumper 

from a discharged battery, then 
try to reconnect it.

• When connecting jumper 
cables, be sure negative positive 
poles are matched. If the cables 
are not matched correctly, the 
diodes on the alternator may be 
damaged.

Batteries . . . (from the previous page)


