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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Christmas is coming

The Rappahannock Record’s roving reporters 
share photographs from their coverage of holiday-
related activities at RRecord.com.
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KILMARNOCK—Town manager 
Tom Saunders said police are investigat-
ing several suspects in connection with 
the early morning break-ins last week 
in Kilmarnock’s Chase Street neigh-
borhood. In both cases, the suspect dis-
played a weapon and sexually assaulted 
the victims, according to police.

As of Tuesday, a reward of $10,000 
had been posted in the case. 

The first assault occurred between 5 
and 6 a.m. November 28. The victim’s 
husband was asleep upstairs, but because 
of impaired hearing he did not hear any-
thing, including their barking dog, police 
said. The second assault happened three 
days later, at about 5:45 a.m. December 
1. The victim was alone at the time.

The incidents have caused a wave of 
concern throughout the area and many, 
many phone calls, town officials said. 
Saunders asked the public for patience as 
the investigation continues.

“Town, county and state resources 
are being applied. Nothing is being held 
back. All agencies are cooperating fully, 
including Del. Albert Pollard’s office,” 
said Saunders.

“Despite what you see on television, it 
takes time for forensic tests to be com-
pleted,” he said. “Arrests will not be held 

The Rappahannock Record will continue a long-
standing holiday tradition by publishing letters to 

Santa in the December 23 issue.
Letters must be in the Record office by Wednesday, 

December 16, in order to appear in the special sec-
tion. If letters are written as a class project, teachers 
are urged to submit them by Friday, December 10.

Letters should be written with a dark pencil or ink 
and include the child’s name, age and hometown. 
Parents, teachers and others are asked to make cer-
tain the letters are legible. Teachers are reminded to 
include their first and last names with the class sub-
mission (Miss, Mrs. and Mr. are not first names).

The Rappahannock Record mailing address is P.O. 
Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482. Letters also may be 
faxed to 435-2632, emailed to mail@rrecord.com, or 
dropped through the front door slot at 27 North Main 
Street in Kilmarnock.

The December 23 issue also will include holiday 
greetings from area merchants and others. The dead-
line for these advertising messages is December 17.

Early deadlines also will be in effect for other 
advertising and news to appear in the December 23 
issue. The deadline for advertising will be Monday, 
December 21 at 10 a.m. and the deadline for news 
will be Monday, December 21 at noon.

Hailey Banes (left) ponders her Christmas wish list before drafting a letter to Santa as Talia Pena moves 
on to the writing phase. The letter table was among several activities for children at the YMCA Festival of 
the Trees last weekend. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Letters to Santa are due Wednesday

Police have suspects in last week’s attacks
Reward
reaches
$10,000

Nearly 50 concerned citizens attended an informational meeting last week on the investigation into a serial 
rapist who struck twice in three days. Deputies from Richmond, Essex and Northumberland counties are assisting 
Lancaster and Kilmarnock police in searching for a suspect.

up because of this, but it is essential 
to give the authorities time to do their 
work.” 

Saunders asked citizens to check 
RRecord.com for the latest information 
and not call police and tie up phone lines 
unless they have information about the 
case or need help.

In addition to reward money of up 
to $1,000 offered through Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers, town officials 
put up a $5,000 reward for information 

leading to the arrest and conviction of 
the rapist. Saunders asked citizens and 
businesses to pledge money to the fund, 
which had reached $10,000 by Tuesday 
at noon.

“We are very grateful to the individu-
als, businesses and civic groups that 
have dug deep to support this request,” 
Saunders said.

In response to numerous phone calls 
following the assaults, the town hosted 
an informational meeting last Wednes-

day in the town hall. Some 50 citizens 
attended but received very few details 
about the crimes.

We can’t comment on some aspects of 
the case “because several victim’s rights 
laws come into play,” said Saunders.

The description of the suspect in both 
crimes is a slight to medium build black 
man 5 feet 5 inches to 6 feet tall. Saun-
ders said the victims could not give a 
better description because it was dark. In 
both cases, the assailant gained entrance 

through a back door. Fingerprints and 
other forensic evidence gathered at the 
scenes are being processed.

“Hopefully, he’ll be in the system,” 
said Kilmarnock chief of police Mike 
Bedell.

If he doesn’t have a record, it could 
take time to find him, he said. 

“Rumors of assaults of young children 
or teenagers are false,” said chief Bedell. 
“The crimes do not go beyond what the 
Rappahannock Record is reporting. We 
are not withholding information. There 
has been some random doorbell ringing,” 
by young people as a joke, he said. How-
ever, police still respond to the calls.

Officials issued these safety tips:
• Display county-issued 911 reflective 

house numbers so they are clearly vis-
ible from the street.

• Leave front and rear porch lights on 
all night to make it easier for patrolling 
units to see your house.

• Keep a light on in the house and a 
night light on in your bedroom so that if 
you are awakened during the night, you 
won’t be in a totally dark room.

• Use deadbolt locks, preferably those 
that are keyed inside and outside. Do not 
leave the key in the inside lock or too 
close to the door or window where an 
intruder could reach them.

• If you have sliding doors, place a 
strong stick in the track so that even if 
the lock is forced the door cannot be 
opened.

• Lock car doors at all times. 
• As an alternative to pepper spray, 

a can of hornet spray can be just as 
effective. Buy it from a hardware store, 
supermarket or pest control service and 
keep it near your bed.

“If you hear something, call 911,” 
said county administrator Bill Pennell. 
“You’re not disturbing the dispatcher.”

Tips should be called in to Crime Solv-
ers at 462-7463.

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—A once common 
childhood illness is making its rounds 
at Lancaster Middle School. 

According to nurse Jane Vogel, she 
has had 10 reported cases of chicken-
pox at the school in the last two weeks. 
Although the first few cases were 
reported among eighth-grade students, 
Vogel says it now seems to be school 
wide.

“We’re not just seeing it in eighth 
grade anymore but throughout the 
school. We have eighth-graders with 
younger siblings in fifth, sixth and sev-
enth grades getting it,” she said. 

Chickenpox, or varicella, is a virus. 
In fact, it is one of the most contagious 
childhood illnesses, said Dr. Barbara 
Kahler with CMG Pediatrics. 

The pediatric group in Kilmarnock 
also has seen several cases of chicken-
pox in the last few weeks. 

Most children receive their first 
dose of the chickenpox vaccine at 
12 months and receive an additional 
booster before school entry. However, 
the booster was not recommended 
until about five years ago, according to 
Dr. Kahler. 

Many of the middle-school-age chil-
dren have not received a booster.

Before the vaccine became avail-
able, chickenpox was a rite of passage 
for most children. Prior to the vaccine, 
about 4 million children in the U.S. 
contracted chickenpox each year and 
nearly 11,000 people were hospital-
ized. Those numbers dropped drasti-
cally with the vaccine.

However, a person who has been vac-
cinated can still develop chickenpox. 

“Usually the illness is milder,” said 
Dr. Kahler. “For instance, the fever will 
be absent or low grade instead of 102 
or higher. They may also have as few as 
50 ‘pox’ lesions instead of 500 and the 
illness will be a shorter duration.”

In an otherwise healthy child who 
has been immunized, the illness is 
rarely a problem, she said. 

“The cases are very mild,” said 
Vogel. “The kids just don’t feel right 
for a day or two, they have a little 
stomache ache, have some body aches, 
maybe a low-grade fever and just aren’t 
feeling exactly themselves. Then two 
or three days later, they’ll come in and 
show me something that’s itchy. The 
problem is the kids don’t know they’re 
coming down with the chickenpox.”

Lesions typically appear on the back 
and chest and in warm areas like under 
the arms, neck and in the waistband 
area. Children are most contagious two 
to three days before the lesions appear. 
They should not return to school until 
the lesions have scabbed over, typi-
cally five days from the outbreak.

The virus is spread by secretions 
both from the “pox” lesions and 
respiratory secretions. The incubation 
period can be 10 to 28 days. 

According to Dr. Kahler, treatment 
in a healthy child consists of treating 
the fever, controlling the itch and pre-
venting infection of the “pox.” 

For immunocompromised children, 
there are other treatments based on 
the specific clinical situation, she said. 
Children receiving chemotherapy, 
transplant recipients and children 
taking steriods should be monitored 
closely. Children who are on chronic 
aspirin therapy or salicylate therapy 
are also at higher risk of complica-
tions.

In children who have been immu-
nized, the “pox” don’t always look like 
classic lesions, making it harder to 
diagnose, said Dr. Kahler. The “pox” 
may resemble insect bites or look like 
a flat red spot with a clear water blister 
in its center.

“We’re keeping an extra eye out here 
at school,” said Vogel.

Chickenpox is a reportable disease to 
the health department because there is a 
vaccine, said Vogel. Reports help deter-
mine the effectiveness of the vaccine. 

If your child has been exposed 
and you have concerns, contact your 
child’s doctor.

HEATHSVILLE—Anthony Corn-
neallous Holden, 35, of Kelly Lane 
in Heathsville has been charged with 
armed robbery, grand larceny and 
two counts of child endangerment (all 
felonies) related to an alleged holdup 
Saturday at the Bank of Lancaster in 
Heathsville, according to Northum-
berland County Sheriff C.A. Wilkins.

At approximately noon December 
5, the sheriff’s office received a report 
of an armed robbery at the bank, 
reported Sheriff Wilkins. In less than 
five minutes after the 911 call, depu-
ties Ashby Allen, Jeff Vanlandingham 
and Sgt. Peyton Waller apprehended 
the suspect on Spring Road approxi-
mately 2.1 miles from the bank.

A short time later, a cloth bag con-
taining an undisclosed amount of cash 
was recovered by deputies in a ditch 
line about 1.4 miles from the bank 
where it had been thrown from the 
suspect’s car, said Sheriff Wilkins.

The suspect had approached the 
drive-up teller window and displayed 
a note stating that he had a gun and 

would harm the cashier if she didn’t 
meet his demands, said Sheriff 
Wilkins. The bank tellers then fol-
lowed pre-established procedures and 
their observations were vital to the 
successful outcome of this incident, 
he said.

“Holden said he had been unem-
ployed for eight or nine months,” said 

Sheriff Wilkins.
Although he told the teller he was 

armed, Holden did not have a gun, 
added Sheriff Wilkins.

“The tellers did a fantastic job 
pointing us in the right direction,” said 
Sheirff Wilkins. “They did exactly 

Bank robber apprehended within five minutes of heist

Chickenpox hits middle school
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

Bank heist, continued on page A2
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what they were supposed to do. 
We were able to come after him 
from both directions and he had 
nowhere to go.”

Upon approaching the car, 
officers were shocked to find 
two children in the back seat of 
the vehicle, said Sheriff Wilkins. 
The children were unharmed 
and have been placed with 
family members by the Depart-
ment of Social Services.

Holden was arraigned Decem-
ber 7, said Sheriff Wilkins. His 
preliminary hearing will be Jan-
uary 11. His court-appointed 
attorney is James Breeden; 
a bond hearing has yet to be 
scheduled.

Holden is being held in the 
Northern Neck Regional Jail.

Bank heist
continued from page A1

Northumberland County 
Planning Commission member 
Charles Williams recently voted 
in favor of a draft ordinance 
creating a residential recre-
ation zoning district. A related 
article published November 25, 
indicated he abstained from the 
vote. The measure passed 4-2.

Correction

LANCASTER—The town 
of Kilmarnock and entrepre-
neur Shawn Donahue won a 
major victory last week in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court. 
Judge Joseph E. Spruill Jr. 
upheld the Kilmarnock Board 
of Zoning Appeal’s approval of 
the Kilmarnock Inn’s site plan 
and two-story cottages.

Businesswoman Pam Diehl, 
who owns the Palmer House 
building next door, said she 
wanted the second stories 
removed from the cottages, 
something she said should be 
easy and inexpensive to do 
since they were just stacked 
house trailers.

Diehl brought a lawsuit 
against the town following the 
2008 site plan approval on the 
grounds that Donahue’s plan 
for the Inn did not comply with 
town codes in terms of parking 
spaces and setbacks. Addition-
ally, Diehl’s attorneys argued 
the town zoning administrator 
incorrectly identified zoning 
on an adjacent property as 
residential when it was com-
mercial and the mistake was 
not found and corrected until 
after the BZA decision.  

Attorneys James Cornwell 
and Davis Bugg also objected 
to Donahue building two-story 
cottages when his site plan 
showed one-story structures. 
They charged the cottages 
were accessory buildings and 
not allowed the same setbacks 
off the property line as primary 
structures. They also said the 
property did not allow for 20 
feet of yard at the rear and seven 

feet at the side as stipulated in 
the Steptoe’s overlay for those 
properties with yards.

“It is not the court’s job to 
determine if the code makes 
sense...but to enforce the code 
as written,” Cornwell testified.

Attorneys John Conrad, 
representing the town of Kil-
marnock, and John Martin, 
representing Donahue, argued 
the Inn not only complied with 
the required number of park-
ing spots at 17, they had 18 
spots – three on the property, 
five street spots and 10 in the 
town parking lot at the rear of 
the Inn. 

Conrad alleged the zoning 
error worked to the petitioner’s 
advantage because it further 
restricted placement of the 
buildings away from sidelines 
while commercial zoning 
would allow the building to 
be placed on the property line. 
Conrad said because the cot-
tages generate 80 percent of 
the Inn’s revenue they could 
not be considered accessory 
buildings comparable to sheds 
or garages. 

Donahue and Chris Stamm, 
acting zoning administrator at 
the time, both testified that an 
adjusted site plan showing the 
cottages as two stories was not 
submitted prior to the build-out 
due to a clerical error in Dona-
hue’s office. Stamm said he 
did not issue a work stoppage 
but immediately reviewed the 
new plans with Donahue and 
approved them. 

Judge Spruill also ruled 
against Diehl on a claim the 
BZA was not legally consti-
tuted. 

Judge upholds town appeals
board decision regarding Inn

Bugg said there are no court 
records certifying that appeals 
board member Bob Smith was 
sworn in after his term ended 
and before the next term, the 
period covering the board’s 
ruling. While state code allows 
a member to remain in the posi-
tion until the court appoints 
a successor, Bugg claimed a 
member cannot succeed him-
self, therefore Smith should 
have been sworn in again before 
he was eligible to vote.

Additionally, he contended 
the town code requires one 
BZA member to be a current 
member of the planning com-
mission, but that BZA member 
Donnie Walker was retired 
from the commission.

Conrad cited the Dillon Rule 
contending state code super-
sedes town code and since the 
state does not require a member 
be from the planning commis-
sion, Walker’s vote counted. As 
the BZA vote was unanimous, 
Conrad maintained that even 
without Smith’s vote there was 
still a majority of three in favor 
and thus the board met consti-
tutional requirements when the 
vote was taken.

by Audrey Thomasson

Village gathering
Don Self dumps another bushel of oysters onto a homemade 
roasting pit for a Weems community gathering and fund-
raiser sponsored by the village association. Dozens of residents 
and their friends came out to support improvements such as 
landscaping at the entrance to the village. The association’s 
most recent contribution is the addition of golf-cart caution 
signs since Weems is now a golf-cart community. Photo by 
Audrey Thomasson

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of super-
visors will meet at 5 p.m. today 
(December 10) in the General 
District courtroom at the courts 
building in Heathsville. 

Virginia Department of 
Transportation residency 
administrator Sean Trapani, 
school superintendent Clint 
Stables and county administra-
tor Kenneth Eades will make 
monthly reports to the board.

The board will make a pre-
sentation to Joe Madej recog-
nizing his work with the eco-
nomic development commis-
sion.

After a dinner break, the 
board will hold three public 
hearings beginning at 7 p.m.

Among permit applications 
set for hearing, Stephen and 
Carole Tevault seek authoriza-
tion to complete construction 
of a dwelling on an existing 
foundation within the 100-foot 
Resource Protection Area 
buffer along Whay’s Creek. 
The property is on Boiling 
Point Road off Fox Point Road 
in Fairport.

Phillip Jackson et al, owners, 
seek authorization to establish 
a wood-chipping operation at 
941 Newman’s Neck Road.

Baker Heating and Air Con-
ditioning Inc., owner, and 
Miles K. Baker, applicant, seek 
authorization to construct mul-
tifamily housing in Callao.

IRVINGTON—Changes to 
a proposed golf cart ordinance 
will be presented by town 
attorney Matt Terry before 
an expected final vote at the 

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster County School Board 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
December 14, in the media 
center at Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock. 

Members will hear a presen-
tation by teacher Lisa Hudnall 
on strategies for facilitating 
student success as part of the 
Instructional Support Team 
of the Virginia Department of 
Education. Teacher Joan Gra-
vatt will explain plans to spend 
grant money at the primary 
school. 

There will be a review of 
the Student Code of Conduct 
book at the high school, based 
on questions raised last month 
by a parent regarding punish-
ment for students waiting after 
school for parents to pick them 
up.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. on Monday, 
December 14, at the school 
administration building in 
Lottsburg. Discussion items 
will include the impact of the 
new composite index rating 
and other economic factors on 
next year’s school budget. 

Losses of up to $750,000 
in state funding because of 
the new rating, over $500,000 
in stimulus funding and over 
$100,000 in lower state sales tax 
revenue coupled with $350,000 
in additional retirement obliga-
tions total over $1.5 million 
that needs to be accounted for 
when the budget work sessions 
start in January.

A schedule for the 2010 
budget work sessions will be 
presented. The first session is 
scheduled for January 11, a 
public input session is set for 
February 8, the superinten-
dent’s presentation on March 1, 
a public hearing on March 15 
and the school board approval 
on March 29.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Irvington council meeting 
tonight (December 10). The 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
in the town hall on Steamboat 
Road. 

The ordinance came before 
council last month without 
the town planning commis-
sion offering its endorsement 
or opposition. However, coun-
cil members indicated they are 
favorable to allowing golf carts 
in accordance with the State 
Code.

Lancaster County building 
official Steve Daum will update 
council on the progress of the 
cleanup at Irvington Marina. 
Council is expected to review 
applications for appointment to 
a position on the planning com-
mission.
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

The only full service travel agency in the Northern Neck

This year give the gift of travel...

for lasting memories

Nice things for you and your home…
Visit our showroom and

Make your home wonderful

Plantation Shutters
Blinds, Shades and Solar Shades

Protective Outdoor Hurricane Shutters
Custom Cornices, Valances, Drapes and Curtains

Pergo® Laminate and Hardwood Flooring

• We measure & install at no charge  
• Great Selection of Quality Products

• Reliable & quick service at unbeatable savings 
 

To Schedule Appointments & Information ask for 
In-Home Products Manager, Tom at (804) 484-4221

15170 Northumberland Highway 
Burgess, VA 22432 • (804) 453-4553

®

 
Jean’s

Bargain
Center

Unique Gifts
Perfect for your Budget

804-580-2850
Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

 

Specialty Shops, Antiques & Treasures

Material Girl
Quilt Shop
(804) 453-6003

Tues. - Sat. 10-5

16658 Northumberland Hwy 
Reedville, VA

                                        

  

           
“Like New” Children’s & M aternity Consignment

Clip Ad & Bring For 10% Off 
Next Purchase  (Expires 7/31/09)

Hours:  M-F 10:00-5:00, Sat 10:00-2:00
Burgess, VA 453-3115

www.t-towntack.com
Tappahannock, va • 804-443-4614

T-Town Tack
20% off all In-Stock 

Carhartt Camo. (while supplies last)

10-75% Specially Marked Items
+ Saturday’s Extra Holiday Savings

Hours: Tu-F 10:00-5:00, Sat. 10:00-2:00 
Burgess, VA                              804- 453-3115

Burgess House, Inc.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

HOURS: MON. - SAT. 10:30-5 PM

Burgess, VA  (804) 453-5900 

20% off All 
ChristmAs

Always a Sale! 10-30% off

25% off
Wreaths (excluding fresh)

Cinda B, Linens &
Sorrelli Jewelry

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-3 • Sun. 1-5
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

Accents & Gifts
20% off Christmas

20% off Lilly Pulitzer 
Clothing and Accessories
20% off Thymes Products

M-F 10-5:30 • Sat. 10.4 • Sun 12:30-4
1251 Tapp. Blvd., Tapp., VA • 804-443-6338

443 Main Street
Antiques & Collectibles

Unique Gift Items
Great Selection of Christmas Decorations

Warsaw • 804-313-1876
Bring this ad in get 20% off.

Carrot Cottage
Early Christmas Clearance
Sale this week 40% off

All Christmas Items 
Storewide, now through 

Christmas Eve.

804-493-1320
Courthouse Square, Montross, VA

               Ladies Boutique

All Christmas Apparel
20% off

Mon.-Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 1-5 

804-333-6600
5445 Richmond Rd. • Warsaw, VA

Changes are under way in 
four of the family medical 
practices in Northumberland 
County. Two prominent doc-
tors are retiring and two of the 
practices will be consolidated 
into one facility early next 
year. 

Not all of the changes are 
welcome, according to several 
sources.

Dr. Emory Lewis at the Riv-
erside Lewis Medical Clinic 
in Burgess will be retiring 
within the first few months of 
2010. Dr. Downs Little also 
will retire from his practice in 
Lottsburg at the end of Decem-
ber, according to Jeri Sibley, 
practice director for Tappahan-
nock Riverside Medical Group 
in Tappahannock.

Once Dr. Lewis is fully 
retired by March 1, the Lewis 
Clinic and Riverside Bay 
Harbor Clinic, within a mile 
of each other in Burgess, will 
be consolidated into one prac-
tice at Bay Harbor, according 
to Sibley. That facility is larger 
than the Lewis Clinic and has 
been recently renovated and 
upgraded with new equipment, 
she said.

“Upon Dr. Lewis’s retire-
ment, we will be consolidat-
ing the Lewis Clinic and Bay 
Harbor into one clinic,” said 
Sibley. “It only made sense 
to do that because they are so 
close to each other.”

Dr. Lewis, however, dis-
agrees with the company’s 
logic. He said he did not want 
to retire as fast as Riverside 
expects and that the closing 
of the Lewis Clinic, which he 
started in 1978, could put up 
to 10 employees out of work.

“When they told me they 
wanted me to retire a couple 
of months from now, I said, 
‘Whoa, what’s going on 
here?’” said Dr. Lewis on 
December 5. “Two months is 
not long enough to get a new 
doctor familiar with all the 
patients. I’ve begged. I’ve 
pleaded, but they have made 
up their minds. Patients are 
very concerned.”

A petition to keep the Lewis 
Clinic open has over 100 sig-
natures so far, according to 
Dr. Lewis. He also said that 
he thought closing the clinic 

Medical group shuffles
Northumberland practices

would lead to a shortage of 
medical services in the area.

“No question about it, there 
will definitely be a shortage of 
doctors in the area,” said Dr. 
Lewis. “They are making a big 
mistake closing the clinic.”

He hoped to work at least six 
more months to make sure the 
transition with a new doctor 
was smooth, he continued.

Sibley, who oversees all the 
medical practices in the North-
ern Neck for Riverside, said 
that Dr. Lewis had approached 
them in 2007 about retiring 
within a year and that they had 
already recruited another phy-
sician, Dr. Richard Bagnall, to 
replace him.

She said that the Lewis 
Clinic was not closing, but 
“merging” with Bay Harbor 
and that the employees at the 
Lewis Clinic would be placed 
either at Bay Harbor or another 
facility in the Riverside group. 
Sibley also said that she was 
in the process of recruiting 
another doctor to work at the 
White Stone Family Practice 
in Lancaster County, which 
Riverside also owns. 

“If there is more growth 
in Northumberland we will 
recruit another doctor or phy-
sician’s assistant there,” said 
Sibley on December 8. “We 
believe that there are enough 
doctors to serve the area.”

“We respect Dr. Lewis’ deci-
sion to retire and have made 
every effort to continue the 
great service he has provided 
to the community,” stated Dr. 
James Dudley, chairman of the 
board of Riverside Medical 
Group, in a press release.

Dr. Little said that he also 
was retiring sooner than he 
had expected because of eco-
nomic factors due to the reces-

by Starke Jett

Dr. Emory Lewis Dr. Downs Little

Dr. Richard Bagnall Dr. Donna LeMarque-
Ambrose

sion and increasing problems 
with a government insurance 
program. 

“A confluence of factors 
have occurred in the past year, 
especially with the economic 
situation,” said Dr. Little. 
“Rising medical costs coupled 
with lower funding for Medi-
care are among the main rea-
sons.”          

Riverside purchased two 
of the practices in Northum-
berland County, Bay Harbor 
and Callao Medical Arts, in 
the last four years and a third, 
the Lewis Clinic, about 15 
years ago. Riverside also will 
be “assuming custody” of Dr. 
Little’s medical records upon 
his retirement, in accordance 
with state regulations, Sibley 
said.

Riverside purchased the 
White Stone Family Practice 
about two years ago and owns 
another practice in Richmond 
County, the Warsaw Medi-
cal Arts Clinic, making the 
company the major player in 
family practices in the lower 
half of the Northern Neck.

“Riverside is very commit-
ted to the Northern Neck,” 
said Sibley.

Dr. Bagnall worked at the 
White Stone Family Practice 
from 2001-2009 and the Free 
Health Clinic in Kilmarnock 
for the past nine months. He 
started working with Dr. Vikas 
Maan at Riverside Bay Harbor 
on November 6 and will be 
starting to work with Dr. Lewis 
in the beginning of January. 

Riverside Callao Medical 
Arts Clinic also has a new 
doctor, Dr. Donna LaMarque-
Ambrose, who started in July. 
She joins Dr. Michael Chatter-
son at that clinic.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
December meeting of the Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, 
December 21, in the Gen-
eral District Courtroom at the 
county courthouse.

A public hearing will be held 
on proposed changes to the lim-
ited industrial zoning district 
including deletions and modifi-
cations to permitted uses. The 
changes are the last portion of 
a general update to ordinances 
as required in the Comprehen-
sive Plan. 

After a public hearing, mem-
bers will consider an applica-
tion by Mary Nivin Blundon 
Stover and Turner and Associ-
ates Realty Inc. to rezone a 0.76 
acre parcel in Lively from gen-
eral agricultural to commercial. 
Larry Turner has expressed 
plans to open a Dollar General 
store in the location of Horsley 
Real Estate and on the adjoin-
ing lot. 

Santa is making the rounds
Levar Churchill, 6, has lots of wishes for Santa Claus to fill. Churchill visited with Santa, had 
lunch and shopped for friends in the workshop last Saturday during Lunch with Santa sponsored 
by the American Legion Adams Post 86 in Kilmarnock. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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HIGHER HEALTH FOODS, INC.

43 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA 
(804) 436-0011

ISAIAH 40:31

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9 am-5 pm 
Fri. 9 am-6 pm 
Sat. 9 am-3 pm

“It Works Wonders for the 
Arthritis in My Back and Hands”

Penetran+Plus Pain Relief Lotion
“My name is Rita. I live in Pennsylvania and have 
arthritis in my hands and back. It feels great to feel 
good again and be able to write this letter without 
pain-thanks to the wonderful Penetran+Plus.”

Free Samples Available Now at HIGHER HEALTH FOODS, INC.
For a limited time $1 OFF with this ad 

The �teamboat �estaurant
Our Sunday Buffet Brunch is Back &

Better than Ever!
Sunday, December 13th 
from 10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Come in & enjoy the following selections
• Salad & Fruit Bar

• Assorted Muffi ns & Sweet Breads
• She-Crab Soup

• Carving Station – Prime Rib
• Omelet & Waffl e Station

and much, much more!
$15.95 per person

Call (804) 776-6589 for reservations

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.Virginia St., Urbanna   •   (804) 758-3756 www.cyndysbynn.com

Cyndy’s  Bynn
of course

Latest Fashions • Decorative Home Accessories • Elegant and Fun Gifts

joins Christmas Friends
by donating 10% of all sales

thursday – Saturday, December 10th – 12th

Event held at the

Kilmarnock Vol. Fire Department
on School Street in Kilmarnock

Kilmarnock

Donation based on total of transactions 
will be made to

Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department

Get Your christmas cash!

Saturday, Sunday & Monday
December 12th, 13th & 14th

10:00 ‘til 4:00 each day

Back by popular demand

Holiday Photo Competition
The Tides Inn is in need of some new holiday tradition 
photos for our website and marketing materials and we 
would like YOU to take the pictures. The winning shot will 
be featured on the Tides Inn website!  The winner will also 
receive a professionally framed copy of the photo along with 
a two-night stay at the Tides Inn including breakfast. Second 
place will win dinner for 4 at the Chesapeake Club, third 
place will win dinner for two and fourth place will receive 
golf for four at the Golden Eagle. 

Rules for the competition:
The picture must be readily recognizable as being at • 

  The Tides Inn
Pictures must be seasonal and have a holiday theme• 
Full release of rights of the photo to the Tides Inn, • 

  including permission from all people appearing in 
  the photo

Pictures must be in digital format and taken at a • 
  high resolution, at least 300 DPI

Entry deadline is January 8, 2010- Winner will • 
  be announced January 15, 2010

Submit entries to • pwyatt@tidesinn.com

Submit as many entries as you like, but please one per email or mail a CD to:
Pam Wyatt, The Tides Inn
480 King Carter Dr. 
Irvington, VA 22480

Please be sure to include your name, address, phone and email address along with 
details of the photo.

The Tides Inn will be open each weekend in December and from the 23rd through 
27th together with New Years Eve. Please join us for Christmas Eve dinner from 5-9 
pm and/or Christmas Day Dinner from 4-8pm for $59 each.

For more information or to make reservations, please contact the concierge at (804) 
438-4489 or email concierge@tidesinn.com.

WHITE STONE—Town manager Patrick 
Frere should know by the end of the year 
whether the town has received preliminary 
approval for two state Department of Criminal 
Justice grants. 

Frere told council members last Thursday 
that the White Stone Police Department had 
applied for two criminal justice grants, one as 
a cooperative effort with the Kilmarnock Town 
Police Department and the Lancaster County 
Sheriff ’s Department. 

One application for $7,500 would help with 
operating funds. The other is a joint appli-
cation with the Kilmarnock and Lancaster 
County departments for a laptop that could be 

used to quickly access and transmit informa-
tion among the three jurisdictions. 

In other business, town attorney Matson C. 
Terry II recommended the town review and 
revise its ordinance which prohibits hunt-
ing within town limits. Terry told the council 
members, “The ordinance doesn’t require sig-
nage now, but it should.”

Signs prohibiting hunting should be placed 
at the four town limit entrances, according to 
Terry. 

Councilman David Jones said he would take 
the request to the town’s planning commis-
sion. 

In other action, the council voted unani-
mously to purchase a new copier for the town 
office rather than lease one.

■ Kicking the can
At a recent meeting of the 

Rappahannock River Basin 
Commission, Del. Albert Pol-
lard asked tough questions 
of Environmental Protection 
Agency representative Rich 
Batiuk.

A proposed federal timeline 
is “worthless if it isn’t fol-
lowed by funding,”  Pollard 
said. “You and I could write 
a plan to clean up the bay in 
about two hours, but without 
funding we are just kicking the 
can down the road. Virginia has 
committed three quarters of a 
billion dollars to the sewage 
treatment upgrade, but we need 
help to finish other parts of the 
cleanup.” 

RICHMOND—Sen. Richard H. Stuart recently was appointed to the Governor-Elect’s Transition 
Team on Natural Resources. 

The appointment came on a recommendation from Republican Minority Leader Thomas K. Nor-
ment Jr. who said Stuart had distinguished himself in the area of natural resources for his legislative 
efforts to expand conservation easements, rehabilitate and preserve the Chesapeake Bay, and his 
efforts to create green jobs through the use of biomass for energy.

“I am privileged and honored to be appointed to the group. As a native of the Northern Neck, 
natural resources are very important to me. I look forward to working with the transition team in 
this area,” Sen. Stuart said. 

Sen. Stuart serves on the Senate Committee of Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources 
and on the Energy and the Environment Commission. 

Seasonal jazz keeps ceremony festive
Cold and rainy weather December 2 forced Rappahannock General Hospital’s annual Tree of Lights ceremony indoors where 
director Kenny Flester and the Lancaster High School Jazz Band entertained dozens who gathered for the occasion.  The tree 
is on the lawn near the hospital’s main entrance.  A fund-raising project for the RGH Auxiliary, the lights are “purchased” in 
memory or honor of loved ones. In addition to the tree lighting and seasonal music, guests enjoyed refreshments. Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone  seeks criminal justice grants
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi

NEWS BREAK

Sen. Stuart named to transition team

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck • RRecord.com
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Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett brought mis-
demeanor charges against five 
individuals last week.

A White Chapel Road man, 20, 
was charged December 1 with 
assault and battery.

A Turner Lane woman, 55, was 
charged December 4 with public 
drunkenness.

A Chestnut Grove Lane 
woman, 30, was charged Decem-
ber 4 with contempt of court.

A Carlsons Road woman, 50, 
was charged December 4 with 
contempt of court. 

A Windmill Point Road man, 
27, was charged December 5 with 
contempt of court.
Correction

Quinton J. Henderson, 19, 
of Chestnut Grove Lane was 
charged November 29 with 
throwing a missile into an occu-
pied vehicle and assault and bat-
tery. The December 3 Sheriff’s 
Report indicated he was charged 
with shooting/throwing a mis-
sile into an occupied vehicle and 
assault and battery (felonies).
Activity report

Dec. 1:   Shortly after 10:30 
p.m. staff and Virginia State 
Police (VSP) responded with the 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a suspicious person/
prowler complaint on Roseneath 
Avenue (canine units called to 
assist in search for suspect). 

Dec. 2:  Staff responded to 
a burglary on Hickory Road 
(Murray lawn mower, $180 prop-
erty loss), to a prowler complaint 
on Peake Road, with KPD to an 
unusual noise/prowler complaint 
on Roseneath Avenue, and to an 
E911 disconnect call on Long 
Lane Farm (no emergency ser-
vices needed). Staff investigated 
a suspicious vehicle complaint on 
Long Cove Lane and received a 
walk-in complaint of curse and 
abuse by telephone. 

Dec. 3:  Staff responded with 
KPD to a mental health emer-
gency on Roseneath Avenue, to 
a suspicious vehicle complaint 
on Roseneath Avenue, with VSP 
to a suspicious vehicle complaint 
on Lumberlost Road, to a larceny 
complaint from a Benson Road 
resident (incident determined to 
be civil in nature), to a possible 
trespass/intruder complaint on 
Deep Water Drive (interior of 
residence checked by officers), 
to a complaint of vehicles racing 
in the area of Ocran and Scott 
roads, and to a possible attempted 
burglary on White Chapel Road. 
Staff investigated a suspicious 
person complaint in the area of 
Lancaster High School, received 
a report of the theft of a computer 
from LHS (Dell Latitude D610 
laptop, gray, $700 property loss) 
and investigated a suspicious 
person complaint at the Lively 
Supermarket. 

Dec. 4:  Staff requested VSP 
investigate a suspicious person 
complaint in the area of White 
Chapel and River roads. Staff 
responded to a shots fired com-
plaint in the area of Dreamfields, 
with Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Carters Creek Road, to 
a drunk in public complaint on 
Turner Lane, to a civil domestic 
complaint on Oyster Way and 
with KPD to an unusual noise in 
the area of Foxhill (determined to 
be a wild animal). 

Dec. 5:  Staff responded with 
the Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries to 
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Shop Til You Drop!

Christmas

Tons of NEW inventory also on sale!

804-462-7960 Email EppingForest@rivnet.net
Stop by for a big dose of Holiday Cheer!

Open House & Sale

Saturday, 
December 12 
10am-6:30pm

Holiday treats & refreshments

Fabulous antiques & more

Sales throughout the store, 

up to 50% off old inventory

Presents with Presence
on

Main Street

Christmas
Decorations

50% - 75% OFF
Presents with Presence

49 S. Main St.
Kilmarnock,Va 22482

REVERSE MORTGAGE
If you missed my classes, I am still 

available to meet for education on this 
subject for your civic organization, church, 

clubs or individually. 
DO NOT RELY ON HEARSAY. 

There is too much misinformation.

I would be glad to meet with you to discuss 
the Governement insured offering 

of Reverse Mortgages. 

Call me at (804) 436-3648 
or dvd_frly@yahoo.com to make arrangements.

Dave Farley

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information on a 
suspect who committed two sex 
crimes in the town of Kilmar-
nock.

The first crime took place 
November 28 between  6 and 7 
a.m. on Heatherfield Court.

The second crime took place 
December 1 between 5 and 6 
a.m. on Chase Street.

The suspect is believed to be 
the same in both cases. He was 
armed with a knife. He is a black 
male, 20 to 30 years old, 5 feet 
8 inches to 6 feet tall, average 
build. He was last seen wearing a 
gray hooded sweatshirt, Timber-
land boots and dark sweat pants 
or jeans.

He was possibly hanging 
around in these areas before and 
or after these crimes took place.

If you remember seeing 
someone in either of these areas 
around these times , call Lan-
caster County Crime Solves at 
462-7463.

You do not have to give your 
name, but your information will 
be given to Kilmarnock Police 
Department. Your information 
could lead to a reward up to 
$1,000.

LANCASTER—Like other 
deteriorating infrastructure, 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Department is coping with a 
growing number of aging and 
failing systems at its 30-year-
old jail facility.

The latest problems surfaced 
last week when jail Sergeant 
Jeffery Haywood asked the 
board of supervisors to approve 
an addition to the fiscal year 
2010 capital improvement 
budget to upgrade the jail secu-
rity system.

Haywood said rough esti-
mates for new systems ranged 
from $85,000 to $185,000. 
During the discussion, super-
visors acknowledged the over-
riding need for safety and secu-
rity. While they did not approve 
a capital expense, they did 
authorize the sheriff ’s depart-
ment to move forward with a 
bid process to get a better idea 
of costs.  

The primary issues with 
security involve outdated tech-
nology, aging operating panels 

Sheriff ’s department seeks capital
funds for jail security improvements

The Lancaster County Sheriff ’s Department says the county 
lock-up needs an upgrade.

for locks and intercoms, and 
an insufficient number of cam-
eras to cover the present facil-
ity before the addition of the 
courthouse security is thrust 
on them, Haywood said.

“We’re raising the problem 
now before it becomes a real 
problem. It’s an opportune 
time to address the situation 
with the new judicial center 
being constructed,” he said.

Jailers are facing some of 
the same problems reported 
with the emergency 911 
operations—equipment so 
outdated that replacement 
parts are no longer available. 
Earlier this year, supervisors 
authorized a capital expendi-
ture of $173,100 to replace 
the 911 dispatch communica-
tions system and furniture. A 
request to expand the center 

was placed on hold pending 
possible integration with plans 
for the judicial center.

“We’ve been very frugal, 
taking parts from Peter to repair 
Paul,” Haywood said. “Now 
we’re at a point when things are 
falling apart.”

In his report to supervisors, 
Haywood said repairs are fre-
quent and expensive, running 
up to $2,500 after a recent 
lightning storm. The jail is 
secure at this time, he said, and 
temporary backup systems are 
available such as hand-held 
radios for communications.

Sheriff Ronnie Crocket 
said the building is sound and 
should last another 25 years. 
He did not see a need to expand 
in the foreseeable future.

The county jail was built in 
1978 to the specifications of 
the Department of Corrections 
to house 25 prisoners. With the 
addition of bunk beds, the cells 
can accommodate up to 50 
prisoners.

In addition, the women’s 
facility houses up to four 
inmates. 

Most prisoners held at the 
facility have sentences of less 
than a year. Many are awaiting 
trial while others have convic-
tions and are at the jail pend-
ing transport to a state facility. 
Currently, 28 prisoners are in 
the facility, Haywood said.

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER
COUNTY

CRIME
SOLVERS

Daniel Drive on a complaint of 
hunters trespassing and steal-
ing traps and dog collars, to an 
E911 disconnect call on Wind-
jammer Lane (no emergency 
services needed; telephone line 
problems) and to a complaint of 
livestock in the highway in the 
Alfonso area. Staff received a 
complaint of an attempted bur-

glary on Peirces Lane. 
Dec. 6:  Staff responded with 

KPD to a shots fired call on 
Waverly Avenue, to an illegal 
dumping complaint on Ottoman 
Ferry Road, to a traffic complaint 
in the area of Methodist Church 
Road, to a disturbance call on 
Regina Road, to a domestic distur-
bance (father/son) on Good Luck 
Road, with KPD to an attempted 
burglary on Keith Avenue and to 
a prowler complaint on Spencer 
Lane. 

Dec. 7:  Staff responded to a 
suspicious person complaint on 
White Chapel Road.

Staff also conducted 11 traffic 
tops, issued three summonses, 
assisted four motorists, reported 
five deer strikes, investigated four 
building alarms, processed four 
mental health orders, transported 
six inmates and responded to a 
call for animal service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock and White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments responded to a fire alarm at 
Rappahannock General Hospital.

The White Stone firemen 
responded to a smoke report on 
Nugent Lane.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins brought 
charges against three individuals 
last week.
Felonies

Vanessa Taylor, 51, of Reed-
ville was charged December 3 
with unauthorized use of a vehi-
cle and credit card larceny.

Anthony C. Holden, 35, of 
Heathsville was charged Decem-
ber 5 with armed robbery, grand 
larceny and two counts of felony 
child neglect.
Misdemeanors

An Accokeek, Md., man, 
48, was charged with driving 
while intoxicated, driving while 
his license was suspended, and 
refusal to submit to a blood/breath 
alcohol test.

Open 
H   use

seafood Appetizers, Door prizes,  
Wine Tasting, 5–8 p.m. & Much More!

Friday, December 11

You’re invited to bring your taste buds to our spe-
cial Open House Friday, December 11. Sample our 
delicious fresh seafood appetizers and a wide as-
sortment of gourmet items from upscale brands 
like Gullah Gourmet, Stonewall Kitchen, Blue Crab 
Bay and Rothschild Farms. Taste a selection of 
fine wines between 5 and 8 p.m.  and check out 
our wonderful gift ideas for the holidays. We think 
you’ll enjoy it, and you might even go home with a 
door prize!

16552 Gen. Puller Hwy. • Deltaville, Va / 908 776-9740

Your Holiday Shopping 
Starts Here

www.rrecord.com ➠ classified
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Focal Point

Rescue on the Potomac
Last week, this young buck was swimming for his life behind the Southworth residence 
on the Potomac River with two Labrador retrievers swimming after him. He kept trying 
to get out, but the labs would attack him. Sue Southworth finally lured them away with 
chicken and he escaped. 

Photo by Sue Southworth 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Over the past quarter of a century on sev-
eral occasions I have written about James 

and Lutresa Butler. James has been a guard-
ian angel to more of us than I possibly could 
enumerate, and for many years Lutresa was a 
familiar sight at Rappahannock General Hos-
pital. To my wife and me, she and her sister-
in-law, Nadine Butler, were the special “labor 
coaches” the evening we were expecting the 
arrival of the first B.E. They spent their break 
time joining us for walks around the corri-
dors, with both ladies offering pithy advice 
from their own maternal experiences.

Lutresa and James had three children, two 
girls, Pam and Marilyn, and a son, James, 
who bore the nickname “Bubba,” but to me 
he was what his father called him, “Little 
James.” When he was in school he would 
come to help me in the yard. As those were 
the days before he could drive, either his 
mother or father, or I, would bring him.  

As a young person James was particularly 
impressive for the way he treated adults. 
He spoke respectfully to everyone and was 
responsible in doing what he said he would 
do. He was an excellent worker and I enjoyed 
chatting with him when I drove him to and 
from his home. He was ready when I arrived 
and happy to be out earning some pocket 
change. One only had to be with him a few 

minutes to realize that his parents were rais-
ing him well.

Both Pam and Marilyn headed south to 
Newport News where they married and 
raised their own families. After school James 
followed their example. While in school he 
had worked part-time for 
Food Lion and he was able 
to transfer to a store down 
there. That was 20 years 
ago. James the Elder (I 
dare not say ‘Big James!) 
kept me posted as to his 
progress in the big city, as 
they journeyed south for 
every holiday to be with 
the family.  

Little James married 
and had a son, Tristan. 
I rarely saw him after he 
left, but a few years back one evening I called 
on James and Lutresa and he was there with 
Tristan. I congratulated him on all of his suc-
cess and was happy to catch up on his news 
in person. He had grown into as fine a young 
man as he had been a lad.

Earlier this fall, Little James, who had 
known good health all of his life, developed 
a cold, which persisted for some time. He 
got medical help, and thinking he was well, 

returned to work, but the cold continued. He 
ultimately had to go to the hospital as it had 
progressed into pneumonia.

His condition worsened and last Monday 
on a brief visit home, James called me to say 
that Little James was critically ill.

On Tuesday evening 
of last week he died, 
with his parents by his 
side and his family in 
the room with him. 
He was 39 years old. 
At his funeral last 
Saturday I observed 
that Tristan, now a 
teenager of the age 
when I saw so much 
of his father, is quite 
like him, neat in his 
appearance, respectful 

of adults, and able to conduct himself in the 
same gentlemanly manner of his father and 
grandfather. May his life’s progress proceed 
accordingly.

James Tyrone Butler, May 4, 1970 – 
December l, 2009.  R.I.P.

Ironically, the evening of James’ funeral, 
his aunt, Nadine, died at her home in Kilmar-
nock. She was the widow of James’ brother, 
William, better known as Clinton, about 

whom I wrote when he died last year. She was 
a lady bounding over with country wisdom, 
one who had gone on with life after her first 
husband’s death had left her with four chil-
dren. She and William had two of their own 
and lived in a house in Kilmarnock which 
was distinctive for the Chinese Chippendale 
railing around the porch, all made by William 
with his own hands.

Many years ago, James told me that 
Nadine, among her other areas of expertise, 
was superb at preparing turtle soup. Shortly 
thereafter, Freeland Mason caught a huge 
sea turtle in his gill net, which we arranged 
to take to James to be delivered to Nadine. 
Freeland thought the turtle was dead, but in 
the back of our van it “came alive,” causing 
me to drive more speedily.

Nadine decided that her turtle-cooking 
days were over and James released the animal 
to the woods. I learned from the experience 
that the turtle must be fed bread for a week 
before it is prepared, but I do not think I 
should have the opportunity to undertake 
any further research in that area. Nadine was 
emblematic of a happy earlier time, part of 
the Northern Neck of fond memories and 
happy occasions.

Nadine Cox Laws Butler, September 21, 
1935—December 5, 2009.  R.I.P.

As a young person James 
was particularly impres-
sive for the way he treated 
adults. He spoke respectfully 
to everyone and was respon-
sible in doing what he said 
he would do.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr.

A 100 decibel maximum?
 Growing up in Lancaster 

County I remember several 
things that drove my parents 
crazy.

I remember the neighbor 
on our party line who listened 
to our phone conversations.  I 
remember my dad chipped 
his tooth on my maternal 
grandmother’s cherry pie. (Her 
response? “Well, you didn’t 
expect me pit all those cherries 
did you?”) 

The number one thing that 
drove my dad crazy?

My dad was a small con-
tractor and OSHA regulations 
stated that no noise on a con-
struction site was allowed to 
be greater than 100 decibels. 
Elsewhere regulations stated 
that all bulldozers had to have 
a 110 decibel-loud beeper.

Virginia has just printed its 
own regulatory blooper.

Because of a 2009 law, 
which I voted against, Virginia 
recently wrote regulations to 

govern the use of alternative 
septic systems.  Alternative 
septic systems can be good 
things; the regulations just 
written to govern them, how-
ever, are not.

At a time when Virginia has 
spent hundreds of millions of 
dollars cleaning up the Chesa-
peake Bay, these regulations 
allow alternative systems to be 
built on wetlands.

Further, at a time when the 
state is spending countless 
hours writing reports to clean 
up shellfish areas, the regula-
tions state that e-coli can be 
treated with fluorescent light 
that are inspected only once a 
year.  With “pre-Bay Act” lots, 
these systems can be within 70 
feet of prime oyster grounds.

As the bay is suffering from 
a huge case of indigestion, 
it is remarkable to me that 
these new regulations do not 
require any soil separation 
from the water table.  Such 
soil separation ameliorates the 

nitrogen these systems legally 
discharge. 

Thus, the way these regula-
tions are written, Virginia is 
requiring localities to allow the 
discharge of nitrogen into the 
water table through these alter-
native systems. At the same 
time the EPA is putting locali-
ties “on the hook” for control-
ling the amount of nitrogen 
going into the bay.

And add to all this the water 
table which feeds the bay is 
the same water table feeding 
shallow wells.

Sadly, what we have is Vir-
ginia’s version of prohibiting 
construction site noise greater 
than 100 decibels and then 
requiring that all bulldozers on 
construction sites beep at 110 
decibels.

I am introducing a bill to fix 
this regulatory and statutory 
mess. Meanwhile,  I hope we 
have more sense in cleaning 
up the budget than we are 
using to clean up the bay.

(Reprints from the December 
10, 1909 issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

Irvington
J. T. Rilee and E. W. Long were 

in Baltimore this week.
Surveyor Blake and “Squire” 

Bennett of Middlesex were call-
ers here Tuesday.

Misses Pearl and Gladys Rilee 
are spending this week with rela-
tives in Saluda.

Dr. Spangle’s show is drawing 
big crowds this week. It is a good 
and clean show.

Two more issues of the Citizen 
before we take a week off for the 

holidays. Advertise your goods.

Weems
J. L. Atkins and C. Wilbur 

Haydon, of near here, were in 
Baltimore last week on business. 
These young men have opened 
a shucking house on Taylor’s 
Creek.

Mrs. J. Carson Owens, of Nor-
folk, is at the home of her parents, 
Capt. and Mrs. B. G. Doggett, to 
stay until after the holidays.

Lancaster Courthouse
Rev. L. R. Combs was confined 

to his room several days last week 
with a cold and was unable to fill 

his appointments Sunday in con-
sequence.

Miss Virginia Brooke, of Roa-
noke, arrived here Friday to spend 
the winter as the guest of Mrs. M. 
C. Oldham.

Mr. and Mrs. Pinckard were 
guests Sunday of the former’s 
sister, Mrs. H. P. Hall, at Pinck-
ardsville.

Mrs. Sharp Chowning, of 
Merry Point, spent Sunday before 
last at the home of and with her 
brother, S. P. Gresham, near here.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and 
Library).

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

To the hunter driving the 
grey pickup on Balls Neck 
Road Saturday, November 28: 
our nine-month-old German 
shepherd is going to be okay. 
He has a fractured leg, much 
soft tissue damage, and is 
taking pain killers and antibi-
otics for the infection. He lost 
nine pounds in a week. Our 
14-year-old granddaughter is 
also recovering emotionally 
from the trauma you put her 
through. 

We sincerely hope you are 
ready to deal with the conse-
quences when your young pas-
senger becomes a driver. Next 
time, please have the decency 
to stop and offer your assistance 
rather than leaving a young girl 
to deal with a severely injured 
dog and a second elderly dog. 
Fortunately, she had her cell 
phone and was able to call for 
help. 

We hope you and your family 
have a blessed holiday season. 
We will be scaling back this 
Christmas because of the thou-
sands of dollars in veterinary 
bills you have cost us. 

Lyn and Jim Conley,
Kilmarnock 

Scaling back
for Christmas

A recent letter to the editor 
included misinformation con-
cerning the Cap and Trade bill 
(H.R. 2454), soon to be consid-
ered by the U.S. Senate.

The author claimed that if 
this bill is enacted, “no one will 
be able to sell a home unless 
it is retrofitted to comply with 
energy and water efficiency 
standards.” Actually, there are 
no requirements in the bill that 
relate to existing homes. 

According to the National 
Association of Home Builders, 
the bill provides only for stan-
dards in new construction built 
after the bill becomes law. The 
National Association of Real-
tors has acknowledged the bill 
will not require any retrofit-
ting of existing residences, but 
instead will provide financial 
incentives for states to offer 
owners for voluntary energy 
improvements. Furthermore, 
that organization lobbied suc-
cessfully in the House Rules 
Committee for the bill to 
exempt existing homes from 
any energy labeling during a 
sales transaction.

The recent letter also 
claimed the Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) “esti-
mates that in a few years the 
average cost to a family of four 
will be $6,800 per year.” Actu-
ally, a written response by the 
CBO to the House Ways and 
Means Committee on June 
19, 2009, estimated the net 
annual, economy-wide cost of 
the bill to average about $175 
per household in the year 2020. 
You can read this response at 
energycommerce.house.gov/
Press_111/20090620/cbowax-
manmarkey.pdf. 

You can also find many accu-
rate summaries of this legisla-
tion, including one by the Con-
gressional Research Service 
for members and committees 
of Congress, simply by enter-

Cap and trade:
do the research

ing “h.r. 2454 summary” into 
Google. You can also find there 
a great deal of information on 
how H.R. 2454 can actually 
benefit all Americans, as well 
as listings of the organizations 
and interests that support and 
oppose it and the representa-
tives who voted for and against 
it in the House.

John P. Ellis, 
Kilmarnock

A letter in a recent Rappahan-
nock Record proclaimed the vir-
tues of the “tea party” movement 
and invited folks to join them.

The letter-writer also asked 
why no African-Americans have 
been attracted to the “tea party” 
movement.

I am not an African-American 
and I don’t presume to speak for 
those who are, however, I’d like to 
offer that letter-writer a few sug-
gestions.

On September 12, “tea-bag-
gers” from all over the country 
gathered on the National Mall.  
One of the signs prominently 
displayed featured a picture of 
a lion and a picture of President 
Obama. The sign asked the ques-
tion:  “What’s the difference 
between the zoo and the White 
House?”  Answer:  “The zoo has 
an African lion, the White House 
has a lying African.”  

Could this explain why no 
African-Americans are attracted 
to that  “movement”?

The same gathering on the 
Mall featured pictures of Presi-
dent Obama as the Joker from 
Batman, as Hitler, and as an Afri-
can witch doctor.  Does this give 
the letter-writer a hint?

Then there’s the Republican 
official in South Carolina who, 
when he heard that a chimpan-
zee had escaped from a local 
zoo, commented:  “Is it one of 
Michelle’s relatives?”  Could this 
be part of the answer?

Right-wing and “tea party” 
websites are filled with the most 
vile, hateful, bigoted comments 
directed at President Obama and 
his family, including his young 
daughters. 

Polls consistently show that 
well over half of Republicans 
and self-identified conservatives 
believe the lie that President 
Obama is a Muslim and was born 
in Africa.

I was born and raised in the 
Deep South, Wilkinson County, 
Mississippi.  My great-great-
grandfather owned over 80 slaves. 
I have family members who were 
Klansmen.  When I was a teen-
ager, an African-American man 
who worked for my grandfather 
was lynched.  Granddad recov-
ered his mutilated, burned body 
and paid for his funeral.  

I know bigotry and racial 
hatred when I see it and I see it 
throughout the “tea party” move-
ment.  “Tea baggers” may deny 
this all they want, but the fact is, 
the right wing of the Republican 
Party and their “tea party” allies 
are little different from the Klans-
men with whom I grew up. 

If the “tea baggers” want to 
know why they can’t attract Afri-
can-American members, perhaps 
they should look inward for the 
answer.

 Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Lack of black
 ‘tea-baggers’

Fiction
or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
You know it’s that time 

of year when you cut the 
radio on and you hear lots of 
Christmas music.

The tunes and the lyrics are 
mostly familiar. You just want 
to sing along. Even if you’re 
off here or there, it’s okay. 
You remember most of them 
from year to year.

And there’s always that 
one song, you hear a piece of 
it and it sticks with you all 
day. You know the song. You 
might not remember the name 
or all of the words, and you 
never really liked it all that 
much, but you can’t get it out 
of your head. Over and over.

Well here’s a little fun with 
lyrics to help you forget, or 
remember.

I’ll give you a line from a 
popular Christmas carol and 
you fill in the blank. 

O come, all ye faithful, 
______ and triumphant.

They looked up and saw a 
____, Shining in the East.

This, this is _____ the 
king.

Shepherds, why this 
_______?

The cattle are ______.
Peace on the earth, good 

____ to men.
He’s making a ____, He’s 

checking it twice.
While mortals sleep, the 

angels keep, their watch of 
wondering ____.

Christ the ______ is born!
All of the other ________ 

used to laugh and call him 
names.

Born to give them second 
_____.

I saw three _____ come 
sailing in on Christmas Day 
in the _______.

Repeat the sounding ___.
His law is love and His 

gospel is _____.
For the holidays, you can’t 

beat ____, _____ ____.
Let us bring him silver and  

____.
As the shoppers rush home 

with their _________.
And folks dressed up like 

_______.
Next comes the _________ 

of little Will. Oh, just see 
what a glorious fill.

On the ninth day of Christ-
mas, my true love gave to me 
____ ______ _______.

Underneath the _________ 
last night.

There’s a ____ in the Grand 
Hotel, one in the park as well. 
The sturdy kind that doesn’t 
mind the snow.

Where the treetops 
_______.

Dancing and ________ in 
Jingle Bell Square.

Bells on ________ ring, 
making spirits bright.

But if you really hold me 
tight, All the way ____ I’ll be 
warm.

Rocking around the Christ-
mas tree, let the Christmas 
spirit ____.

Strike the harp and join 
the______.

We could do this forever. 
That’s what makes it so 
appealing.
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 ilmarnock Planing Mill, Inc.K
420 South Main Street

M-F 9:30-5:00pm • Sat. 9:30-Noon
435-1122

Christmas Sale
25% off

All gifts, furniture 
& accessories

Lazy Days Pools & Spas
Route  200N • Kilmarnock

(804) 435-2136
Mon - Fri 10-3 • Sat 10-1

Hot Tub

2 Left!  Selling at cost!
Great Gift for Christmas
Clearance SALE

Quality health
plans from a
company you 
can count on.

Call your local Authorized 
Anthem agent today to
learn more.

When You’re On Your
Own,We’re With You.

For more information please call:
Your Name Here
123-456-7890
Your Address Here

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna and the area east
of State Route 123. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health
Plans of Virginia, Inc. An independent l icensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

BRKSCG (10/01) ED: 12/02

Individual Health,Medicare Supplement,
and Small Employer Group (2-14)
Insurance

Our service area is Virginia, excluding the city of Fairfax, the town of Vienna, and the area east of State 
Route 123.
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of Virginia, Inc. An 
independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ®Registered marks Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Association.

Michael B. Callis
804-462-7631
8674 Mary Ball Rd.
Lancaster, VA
www.mikecallisinsurance.com

FAUNCE SEAFOOD
Crabs • Oysters • Shrimp 
Crabmeat • Fish •Scallops 
Crabcakes and Much More!

804-493-8690
2811 Cople Hwy., Montross

2 LOCATIONS to serve you BETTER!

804-333-3935
 123 Maple St. Unit 3, Warsaw

Present this ad for $2 off on entree  &  $4 off steamed crabs (Take Out).
All You Can Eat Crabs, $14.95 available every day. Reservations Required.

Northern Neck 
Seafood Restaurant

804-333-3636
Mediterranean Grill

Open 7 Days For Dining 10-9
Credit & EBT Cards Accepted

Between Tappahannock & Warsaw Red Hill on Rt. 360 Hwy

Fresh and Frozen
Open Fridays & Saturdays 10-5pm
14515 Northumberland Highway 

Burgess, VA

Crabs • Crabmeat • Shrimp • Fish • Clams 
Soft Crabs • Crab Cakes • Oysters

804-453-3451

LITTLE RIVER 
SEAFOOD

Cap’n Red’s Seafood
Famous Shrimp-Crab Dip

Hard Crabs, Shrimp, Fish, Soft 
Crabs, Rapp. River Oysters, 

Lobster & More!
804-435-9070

Rt 3 N. 130 Christopher Dr.
(behind Car Wash Cafe)

Kilmarnock

Fresh Seafood, Bison, Homemade 
Deli Foods & Desserts

804-435-3530
Tues.-Fri. 10-5:30, Sat. 10-4

Chesapeake Commons Shopping 
Center • Kilmarnock, Virginia

Cap’n Tom’s Seafood
“Quality Without Question” 

Steamed Crabs, Crab Meat, Soft Shell Crabs,
Crab Cakes, Shrimp, Lobster, Sugar Toads, Clams, 

Oysters, Fish, Scallops & Lots More!
Open 7 days a week • 804-462-5507

60 Woods Rd “Bertrand” • Lancaster, VA

To-Do CAFE
Seafood, Steaks and more

Place your Crabmeat & Oyster orders 
Now for the Holidays.

Book Your Holiday Parties with us Now.
1008 Church Lane

Tappahannock, VA • 804-443-2002

Seafood, Crabs, Crab-
meat, Fish, Shrimp, 

Scallops & much more!
Hot breakfast and 

lunch ready to go 

Deli

804-435-7665
Open everyday 6am-Midnight

10428 Jessie Ball Dupont Mem Hwy. Rt. 200

or order from our menu. 

Well, here we go again.  In 
the  letters of the December 3 
edition, a frequent contribu-
tor submitted a letter regard-
ing the Cap and Trade Bill in 
which she alleged that  if that 
bill were to pass,  no exist-
ing  home could be resold 
unless it had been retrofitted 
to meet stringent new energy 
efficiency standards.  The rant 
went on for three quarters of 
a column, complete  with  big 
numbers and wild allega-
tions.  

If it were true,  it would 
be a terrible imposition on 
folks who wanted to sell their 
home. However, it’s not true.  
Check the facts for yourself 
in Snopes (snopes.com/poli-
tics/business/captrade.asp).  
If you do, you’ll see  that the 
bill sets standards that have 
to be met only by new  build-
ings constructed after the bill 
takes effect.  It says nothing 
about existing homes having 
to be upgraded before they 
can be resold. 

Please, before firing off let-
ters to the paper with, as Mark 
Twain so nicely put it, “a pen 
warmed up in Hell,” check 
out your “facts” in Snopes or 
Govtrack.  I’ve often found 
that if a “fact”  seems unbe-
lievable, it’s  very often  not 
true. 

 Ernie Greene,
Heritage Point

‘License’ letter 
not true

YOUR LETTERS

I accepted a writer’s invita-
tion in a December 3 letter to 
“read the provisions of the Cap 
and Trade Bill” because of all 
the terrible things it will do to 
people who want to sell their 
houses. After reviewing the 
draft bill and related Congres-
sional Budget Office reports, 
the claims made in that letter 
just don’t seem credible.    

The writer stated that “no 
one will be able to sell a home 
unless it is retrofitted to comply 
with the energy and water effi-
ciency standards passed by the 
House of Representatives.”  
Where, exactly, did she read 
this? I did find Title II-Energy 
Efficiency, Subtitle A-Building 
Energy Efficiency Programs, 
which calls for “greater energy 
efficiency in building codes” 
(section 201).  This section sets 
national building code energy 
efficiency targets.  

If you build a new house it 
has to comply with building 
codes in effect at the time you 
start construction.  And if you 
make major renovations to your 
home, those renovations have 
to be to code. But the bill does 
not require anyone to retrofit 
a home to comply with new 
building code requirements.  

So where did those retro-
fit claims come from?  Sec-
tion 202, “Building Retrofit 
Program,” requires the EPA 
administrator to set up the Ret-
rofit for Energy and Environ-
mental Performance (REEP) 
program. The EPA is supposed 
to develop standards and 
states are to set up programs 
to encourage owners to make 
their buildings more energy 
efficient. But nowhere in the 
bill does it say that homeown-
ers will be required to make 
these improvements before we 
can sell our homes.  

And then there is that writ-
er’s claim “the Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) esti-
mates that in a few years the 
average cost to every family of 
four will be $6,800 per year.”  I 
searched for a source for this 
claim, and found a CBO docu-
ment titled, “The Estimated 
Cost to Households From the 
Cap-and-Trade Provisions of 
H.R. 2454.”  It sounds like a 
good source. Here’s what it 
says:  “The CBO estimates 
that the net annual economy-
wide cost of the cap-and-trade 
program in 2020 would be 
$22  billion, or about $175 per 
household.”   

I join that writer in encour-
aging everyone to read the bill, 
but I strongly suspect that, like 
me, you will find it very dif-
ficult to find anything that 
substantiates the claim that, “a 
year from now, no one will be 
able to sell his/her house.”  

But don’t take my word for 
it. Do your own research. To 
find the text of the bill, visit 
thomas.loc.gov/ and search for 
H.R. 2454. To find Congres-
sional Budget Office reports 
about this bill, visit thomas.
loc.gov/ and do the same 
search.  

Roger Gruben, 
Kilmarnock

Cap and trade
claims incredible

The letter “Act imposes a 
home license” in the December 
3 Record, begins by inviting the 
reader to “please read the pro-
visions of the Cap and Trade 
Bill [H.R. 2454]  that passed 
the House of Representatives 
and is being considered by the 
Senate.”  So I did.

That writer asserts that the bill 
would prohibit any homeowner 
from selling his or her property 
without first submitting to an 
intrusive and expensive EPA 
energy efficiency inspection, 
upgrading the property to meet 
energy efficiency standards set 
by the EPA administrator, and 
obtaining a license or certifi-
cate of compliance.  

If there’s any such provision 
in the bill (which is readily 
available on line), I can’t find 
it. On the other hand, sections 
201 through 205 of the bill 
very clearly state that noth-
ing in the bill will require any 
homeowner to upgrade or ret-
rofit any existing property.  If 
you doubt me, look it up. Just 
google “H.R. 2454.” 

H.R. 2454 does contain pro-
visions relating to energy effi-
ciency standards for new con-
struction. These may or may 
not be wise; I’m not qualified 
to judge.  Ditto for many other 
provisions of this complex and 
wide-ranging legislation.  It’s 
not my purpose to urge either 
support for or opposition to 
H.R. 2454.  But the decision 
on this bill should be made on 
the facts and not on the basis 
of scare tactics which have no 
basis in fact at all.

 Barry Kean,
Heathsville

 

‘Home license’
letter is incorrect 

‘Twas The Month Before 
Christmas

When all through our land
Not a Christian was praying
Nor taking a stand.
Why the PC Police had taken 

away
The reason for Christmas, no 

one could say.
The children were told by 

their schools not to sing
About shepherds and wise 

men and angels and things.
It might hurt people’s feel-

ings, the teachers would say.
December 25th is just a “hol-

iday.”
Yet the shoppers were ready 

with cash, checks and credit,
Pushing folks down to the 

floor just to get it.
CDs from Madonna, an 

Xbox, an Ipod;
Something was changing, 

something quite odd.
Retailers promoted Ramadan 

and Kwanzaa,
In hopes to sell books by 

Franken and Fonda.
As Targets were hanging 

their trees upside down,
At Lowes the word “Christ-

mas” was nowhere to be 
found.

At K-Marts and Staples and 
Penny’s and Sears,

You won’t her the word 
Christmas, it won’t reach your 
ears.

Inclusive, sensitive, Di-ver-
si-ty,

Are words that were used to 
intimidate me.

Now Daschle, now Darden, 
now Sharpton and Blitzer,

On Boxer, on Rather, on 
Kerry and Sptizer, 

At the top of the Senate, 
there arose such a clatter,

To eliminate Jesus, in all 
public matter.

And we spoke not a word, as 
they stifled our faith,

Forbidden to speak of salva-
tion and grace.

The true gift of Christmas 
was exchanged and discarded,

The reason for the season, 
never got started.

So as you celebrate “winter 
break” under your “dream 
tree,”

Sipping your Starbucks, 
listen to me.

Choose your words carefully, 
choose what you say.

Shout “Merry Christmas!” 
not Happy Holiday.

—Anonymous
 Martin W. Asbury,

Farnham

A PC holiday

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

In the First District, trans-
portation is a problem 

which affects those who are 
trying to get to work, school, 
and other destinations. 

Whether you’re in 
Dumfries or Stafford, trying 
to make it to work in Wash-
ington, or in Hampton Roads 
trying to get to the beach, 
we face much gridlock. For 
over 20 years and to this 
day, I commute like the rest 
of you. Over the years I’ve 
been in a carpool, a vanpool, 
and have taken the train.

We arrive at our destina-
tions in different ways and 
that’s why this month I’m 
conducting a transportation 
listening tour. Last week 
I went to the slug line off 
Route 610 and picked up a 
couple of passengers to hit 
the High Occupancy Vehicle 
(HOV) lane on I-95 to get 
to Washington. If you aren’t 
familiar with slugging, 
commuters line up in com-
muter parking lots across 
the region and drivers pick 

up enough folks to meet the 
requirement to use the HOV 
lanes. It’s a mutually ben-
eficial program that allows 
commuters to get to work 
faster and keep some cars 
off the road.

The passengers I picked 
up were heading to the 
Pentagon. However, many 
people still have to commute 
beyond their slugging desti-
nation, and it’s not always 
easy for those without flex-
ible schedules or those who 
work odd hours. The passen-
gers also expressed a desire 
that if possible, they’d like 
to use other options, such 
as telecommuting, so they 
don’t have to be up as early, 
or be on the road at all.

There is no single solution 
when it comes to alleviating 
traffic and getting folks to 
where they need to be in a 
faster and more efficient 
manner. I’m going to con-
tinue to keep my ear to the 
ground and work on viable 
solutions.

Perhaps you have wondered 
what leaping lords, French 
hens, swimming swans, and 
especially the partridge who 
won’t come out of the pear tree 
have to do with Christmas? 
Here’s the explanation.

From 1558 until 1829, 
Roman Catholics in England 
were  not permitted to prac-
tice their faith openly. Some-
one  during that era wrote this 
carol as a catechism song for 
young Catholics.

It has two levels of mean-
ing: the surface meaning plus 
a hidden meaning known only 
to members of their church. 
Each  element in the carol has 
a code word for a religious 
reality that the children could 
remember.

The partridge in a pear tree 
was Jesus Christ. Two turtle 
doves were the Old and New 
Testaments. Three French hens 
stood for faith, hope and love. 
The four calling birds were the 
four gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John. The five golden 
rings recalled the Torah or Law, 
the first five books of the Old 
Testament. The six geese a-lay-
ing stood for the six days of 
creation. 

Seven swans a-swimming 
represented the sevenfold gifts 
of the Holy Spirit: prophesy, 
serving, teaching,  exhortation, 
contribution, leadership, and 
mercy. The eight maids a-milk-
ing were the eight beatitudes. 
Nine ladies dancing were the 
nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, 

Carol codes
catechism 

gentleness, and self control. 
The ten lords a-leaping were 
the ten commandments. The 
eleven pipers piping stood for 
the eleven faithful disciples. 
The twelve drummers drum-
ming symbolized the twelve 
points of belief in the Apostles’ 
Creed.

So there is your history for 
today. Now I know how that 
strange song became a Christ-
mas Carol.

Merry (Twelve Days of) 
Christmas Everyone.

 Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

We deserve ethical behavior 
by climate scientists—not the 
manufactured numbers that 
keep their grant money flow-
ing. “Climate scientists” from 
England to Europe to New 
Zealand have recently been 
caught doing just that: perpe-

Is science fiction?

trating the greatest ecological 
fraud ever committed on the 
human race.

The rigging of a climate con-
sensus (global warming) has 
serious implications regarding 
the use of the coercive power 
of governments over the indi-
vidual. Purporting to combat 
global warming, the carbon 
tax (cap and trade) makes it 
clear the scientific community 
must maintain and safeguard 
its immunity from the world 
of politics; or, as it is proving 
to be, they give new meaning 
to “political science.”

Al Gore, with his huge 
carbon footprint and even 
bigger ego, tells us to lower our 
standard of living to combat 
global warming (which no one 
is allowed to debate); while 
left wing millionaires and 
Hollywood entertainers who 
live in luxury because of the 
opportunities America offers, 
tell us how bad (“polluted”) 
America is. The left leaning 
news media tells us one party 
has a corner on virtue while 
the other party has a corner 
on corruption. Honestly, it’s 
no wonder people are turning 
to The Wall Street Journal, 
conservative factions on the 
internet, and Fox News for 
less biased reporting.

Regular cycles in the sun’s 
activities explain most or all 
of the recent rise in the earth’s 
temperature. It is imperma-
nent. Trying to control warm-
ing by controlling CO2 is 
futile. We would need to con-
trol the sun’s activity instead, 
which is clearly impossible.

So, if I am right, is the 
carbon tax really about poli-
ticians, scientists and Holly-
wood trying to save a dying 
planet earth? Or are we being 
coerced by Hollywood-style, 
political science fiction? Is 
this taxing wool pulled over 
our eyes by elect circles 
acceptable? This question 
needs answering because the 
cap and trade legislation, if 
it becomes law, will surely 
bankrupt us all.

Matt W. Johnston,
Morattico
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Since 1986 KILMARNOCK’S

31ST ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS PARADE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11TH  

  7:00 P.M.
Dixie Deli

Merry Christmas 
to all of our customers and 

friends. 

50 Irvington Rd.  •   Jo Jo’s Place  •  435-6745

1281 Good Luck Rd. 
Kilmarnock
435-2709

“Quality is our Business”

“We Service Everything We Sell”

           
APPLIANCE  & PROPANE 

Since 1939 
Main & Augusta Streets, Kilmarnock

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Kilmarnock • Irvington •Lively 
Rappahannock Westminister-Canterbury

N   BLETT

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

ALL LINES OF

INSURANCE

435-1677
KILMARNOCK

ESTABLISHED

IN 1959

It’s Time!
Here Comes
The Parade

A must-see event
It’s fun . . . . it’s free . . . .

and Santa will be there too!

Starts at Chesapeake Commons and travels down Main Street
to Irvington Road ending at Lancaster Middle School

Over 100 entries including 30 fl oats, 
5 bands and all kinds of speciality groups.

Come see the llamas and alpacas from 6 pm until the parade starts.

‘ Twas the Night 
Before Christmas

Sponsored by Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce & Northern Neck Kiwanis

C

Sales & Installation

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE 
THROUGHOUT 2009.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN 2010!

Athena Tasting Room & Gift Shop.
         December 12 & 13  Reedville Fisherman’s Museum 

“Christmas on Cockrell’s Creek”, Museum Parade of Homes. 

Open Wednesday thru Sunday 12:00-6:00 pm
www.athenavineyards.com

Jesse Dupont Hwy. •  Just South of Glebe Pt. • 804-580-4944

Athena’s Holiday Gift
Cabernet Sauvignon

2006 Virginia

Be sure to include a visit to the 
Athena Tasting Room & Gift Shop for Hot Mulled Wine.

Great Selection of Wine Related Gifts

Doug Walker & Sons, Inc.
804-453-3998

Visitors gather decorating ideas
Visitors admire the dozens of decorated trees and gift items filling the gymnasium at the 
Northern Neck Family YMCA in Kilmarnock last weekend during the 12th annual Festival of 
the Trees. The three-day event, which kicked off with a Lighting of the Trees party last Friday, 
benefits the YMCA Guardian Program. The festival concluded Sunday after two days of silent 
auction bidding on the donated items. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

This year’s holiday stamps 
extend diverse greetings.  

The 44-cent First-Class stamps 
include Christmas:  Madonna 
and Sleeping Child by Sassofer-
rato, Eid, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa 
and Winter Holidays.

The stamps are available at 
usps.com/shop, 1-800-782-6724, 
or a local Post Office.

“We hope Americans will use 
these stamps to spread the joy of 
the holidays on cards and letters 
across the nation this holiday 
season,” said David Failor, U.S. 
Postal Service executive director 
of Stamp Services. 

Since 1978, the theme of each 
“traditional” Christmas stamp 
has been the Madonna and 
Child. The 2009 stamp features a 
painting, Madonna and Sleeping 
Child, by Italian artist Giovanni 
Battista Salvi (1609-1685), more 
commonly known as Sassofer-
rato. The painting is currently in 
the collection of Hearst Castle in 
California.  

The Madonna and child theme
continues on Christmas stamp

Christmas stamp

The painting depicts a blonde 
Madonna clothed in red and 
cradling the sleeping Christ 
Child in purple cloth. From 
each of the two top corners, the 
childlike face of a cherub looks 
down from the clouds. All 600 
million, 44-cent, First-Class 
stamps are available in book-
lets of 20.

Gardening tips
for December

Master Gardener Judy Earle 
shares these cool tips for North-
ern Neck gardens.

Now’s a good time to clean 
your tools. Clean, oil and repair 
hand tools; paint or repaint 
handles. Sharpen blades and 
remove rust. Power tools should 
be cleaned; replace parts such 
as spark plugs and sharpen 
blades. Drain small power tools 
of fuel for the winter. Store your 
tools inside or under cover.
Vegetables & Herbs

You can direct sow onion 
sets during the first week of 
December.
Lawns

For cool season grasses, 
apply lime according to your 
soil test. Continue to mow 
throughout growing season. 
Sod damaged areas. For warm 
season grasses, apply lime 
according to your soil test. 

Trees & Shrubs
When cutting evergreens for 

holiday decorations be careful 
not to damage the plants. Dis-
tribute pruning over the entire 
plant. Limit cutting to mild  
shaping and thinning. Do not 
trim boxwoods when the tem-

perature is below 40 degrees.  
Promptly remove snow from 
evergreen shrubs to prevent 
suffocation and breaking. Tap 
the branches gently or use a 
broom to sweep upward while 
the snow is fresh. Do not let 
snow ice over.

Trained and supervised by 
Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion, Master Gardener volun-
teers provide the community 
with research-based gardening 
and horticultural information. 
Visit nnmg.org, or call your 
local county extension office.

Northern Neck Master Gardener Tips
 submitted by Bryan Kennedy, Marybeth Sisson and Kathy Powell 

WHAT A
TEAM!

Our Advertising
Department Delivers

Our staff of professionals can
help you create an effective
selling message that gets
results. Don’t be left back at
the depot while everyone else
is on the fast track to increased
profits.
  When you’re ready to spread
your word, let our qualified
advertising staff make your job
easier!

To Place Your Ad
Call 804-435-1701

or Fax: 804-435-2632

Rappahannock
Record


